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Introduction

AT

HIS sEcoND INAUGURATION on March 4, 1873, Ulysses S.
Grant acknowledged "the obligation I am under to my countrymen for
the great honor they have conferred on me by returning me to the highest office within their gift; and the further obligation resting on me to
render to them the best services within my power. ihis I promise, looking forward with the greatest anxiety to the day when I shall be released
from responsibilities that at times are almost overwhelming, and from
which I have scarcely had a respite since the eventful firing upon Fort
Sumter in April I 86 I, to the present day." Responsibility to the nation
kept Grant at his post, but he loathed the reality of politics. With illconcealed bitterness, he concluded his inaugural address: "I have been
the subject of abuse and slander scarcely ever equaled .in political history, which to-day I feel that I can afford to disregard in view of your
verdict which I gratefully accept as my vindication." Experience had
shown a conciliatory attitude toward poUtical enemies "to be expensive,
disagreeable and unproductive."
Grant began his second term intent on adhering more closely than
ever to friends and to others whom he believed trustworthy. He wrote a
consoling letter to Schuyler Colfax when the departing vice president
was under investigation for involvement in Credit Mobilier; endorsed
Lafayette M cLaws, an old army friend turned Confederate general,
now entangled in an ugly Republican factional dispute in Georgia; and
vouched for U.S. Senator Matthew Carpenter of Wisconsin when allegations of drunkenness and immorality threatened bis career. Grant
also found jobs for less prominent friends like Henry C. Wright, a for-

XL

Xll

Introduction

mer slaveholder and Missouri neighbor; Silas Reed, a friend of Jesse
Root Grant bruised in Wyoming Territory political feuds; and Louisa
Boggs, a distant relative who had nursed and taught his children.
The new term began with old problems. Chronic political and racial
animosity in the South erupted in Louisiana, where both Republicans
and Democrats claimed power after the 1872 election. Torn between an
anxious desire "to avoid any appearance of undue interference" in Louisiana and the need to uphold constitutional safeguards for republican
government; Grant chose to prop up his own party's claim with words,
troops, and patronage. The unsatisfactory results were an uneasy truce
in New Orleans and mob rule in some outlying parishes. Grant lamented
the persistence of "existing prejudice" against blacks and retained his
admfrable goal that emancipated slaves possess "the civil rights which
citizenship should carry with it." He advocated access to schools, unimpeded freedom to travel on public conveyances, and unhindered suffrage. Grant stopped short, however, of demanding social equality.
He was frustrated by lack of clear progress in other areas. Determined to continue his- "humane course to bring the Aboriginies of the
country under the benign influences ofeducation and civilization,'' Grant
stood firm against those advocating harsher measures. His resolve was
tested when the Modoc uprising in California created a public furor, with
conflicting calls for extermination and amnesty toward the captured
warriors. On the plains, Grant's son Frederick accompanied an army
expedition to protect surveyors along the Yellowstone from Sioux displeased with encroachment on their lands. Persistent Mormon assertions
of autonomy in Utah Territory brought renewed protests from federal
officials. Wearied by "years of unhappy experience" and wishing to "prevent anarchy," Grant called upon Congress for special legislation. Patronage appeals continued to plague Grant, and efforts to implement
Civil Service rules and procedures often only complicated matters. Vice
President Henry Wilson's incapacitation from illness added an unanticipated concern.
New stresses imposed further strain on Grant. Acutely conscious of
his duty to guard the treasury, Grant recognized the gravity of the panic
that struck the country in September. Responding to entreaties for government intervention, he held talks in New York City with brokers and
bankers. Back at the White House, he worked vigilantly to crush rumors and protect government interests at home and abroad. Grant assured financiers: "The Government is desirous of doing all in its power
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to relieve the present unsettled condition of business affairs, which is
holding back the immense resources of the country now awaiting transportation to the seaboard and a market. Confidence on the part of the
people is the first thing needed to relieve this condition of affairs and to
avert the threatened destruction of business with its accompanying disasters to all classes of the people." As the crisis threatened to become a
depression, Grant, caught between forces advocating monetary contraction and expansion, explored the mysterious terrain of business cycles
and financial markets.
Following the death of Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase in May, Grant
delayed decision on a replacement to avoid subjecting anyone "to the
mortification ofa rejection." The strategy proved ineffective. In November, U.S. Senator Roscoe Conkling of New York politely declined Grant's
offer and eventual nominee Attorney General George H. Williams unexpectedly faced attacks for mishandling the Justice Department and
Sltbsidizing his wife's extravagant tastes. The year closed with the vacant chiefjusticeship looming ever larger as a political embarrassment.
An otherwise quiet period in foreign relations ended with Spain's
seizure of the Virgi,nius in waters near Cuba. Spanish officials summarily executed several dozen prisoners, some claiming United States citizenship or protection. Despite the dubious nature of some claims and
the insurgent intentions of those on board, cries for retribution and
even war filled newspapers, and Civil War veterans offered Grant their
ser vices. Despite his preference for Cuban independence, Grant, together with Secretary of State Hamilton Fish, deftly resolved the incident. Other foreign policy challenges arose from fugitives along the
Canadian border, naturalization complications inherent in the growing
volume of immig ration and emigration, and initiatives to annex Hawaii
and Samoa.
During the year, Grant's father and father-in-law died from illness and infirmities related to old age. Neither death, however, pained
Grant as much as that of his close friend and St. Louis business manager
Charles W. Ford. "Our old friend Ford is gone!" exclaimed Grant to a
mu1:uaJ friend in a letter characterizing Ford as 'noble, generous, true
& honest." Having dismissed bumbling William Elrod as farm manager, and contending with vexatious litigation involving r eal estate
titles, Grant's personal burdens increased after Ford's death. Grant also
suffered emotional pangs as his children moved farther away. Youngest
son Jesse left the White House in September for a boarding school near
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Philadelphia, while daughter Nellie astonished her father by becoming
romantically attached to an Engljshman, Algernon Sartoris, whom she
met while traveling. Grant wrote anxiously to the suitor's father for information on "the habits, character and prospects of the one upon whom
she seems to have bestowed her affections. It would be with the greatest regret that l would see Nellie quit the United States as a permanent
home." His trusteeship over the estate ofJohn. A. Rawlins and guardianship over the orphan children gave Grant another source of worry as
their stepmother's health and financial situation deteriorated. As always,
Grant found some respite by indulging his fondness for horses, attending veterans' reunions, and exchanging visits with friends and relatives.
Public and private turmoil throughout 1873 forecast anything but
future calm. Grant's fortitude as captain of the snip of state would again
be put to the test.
We are indebted to Timothy Connelly and Michael T. Meier for assistance in searching the National Archives; to Harriet F. Simon and
Ivan Giesbrecht for proofreading; and to Joni Eberhart and Dana McDonald, graduate students at Southern Illinois University, for research
assistance.
Financial support for the period during which this volume was prepared came from Southern Illinois University, the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and the National Historical Publications and Records Commission.
JOHNY. SIMON

October '21, 1998
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1873

USG advised the U.S. Army commander not to take sides in a
dispute over the legitimate La. government.
JAN. 10. USG, Julia Dent Grant, and Ellen Grant attended the Midshipman's Ball at Annapolis, Md.
JAN. JS. USG met a Cherokee delegation.
JAN. S 1.
USG sjgned legislation to abolish the franking privilege.
FEB. 6. USG attended a veterans' meeting at Wilmington, Del.
FEB. I 2. USG signed the Coinage Act, demonetizing silver.
FEB. 14. USG wrote to Congress concerning jurisdictional conflict
between federal and local courts in Utah Territory.
FEB. 14. Congress authorized USG to appoint commissioners to the
international exposition at Vienna.
FEB. 18. The House of Representatives ordered the printing of its report on the Credit Mobilier scandal.
FEB. 19. A delegation of blacks urged USG to grant belligerent rights
to Cuban rebels.
FEB. 20. USG attended an orphan asylum fair in Baltimore.
FEB. 25. USG wrote to Congress that he would support the Republican government in La. unless Congress legislated otherwise.
MAR. s, USG signed the controversial "salary g,,ab" act that doubled
his own pay to $50,000 and increased that of other federal
officials.
MAR. 4. USG was inaugurated for a second term. Henry Wilson was
inaugurated as vice president. USG invited former Vice President Schuyler Colfax to dinner at the White House.
JAN.

5.

,xx

Chronology
MAR. 6.

XXf

USG ordered t he army to protect the Republican government in La.

MAR. 6. Levi P. Luckey was appointed private secretary to USG.
MAR. 12. USG supported his old army friend and former C.S. gen.

Lafayette McLaws in a factional dispute among Ga. Republicans.
MAR. lS. USG and Orville E. Babcock visited Philadelphia.
MAR. J 7. USG nominated his cabinet, naming William A. Richardson
as secretary of the treasury in place of George S. Boutwell,
elected U.S. Senator from Mass.
APRtL 1. USG and family visited New York City.
APRIL l 1. During peace talks in Calif., Modocs under Captain Jack
killed Brig. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby.
APRIL 16. USG and family left Washington, D.C., on a western trip.
APRIL 18-23. Visiting St. Louis, USG said that he probably would
not settle there after his presidency.
APRIL .24-MAY 1. USG and party continued west, via Kansas City, to
Denver and nearby Idaho Springs, returning through Omaha.
MAY 2- S. During a stop in Galena, USG said that he probably would
not settle there after his presidency.
MAY 4-7. USG visited his brother Orvil L. Grant in Chicago. On
May 7, USG spoke to the Board of Trade about the city's recovery from the 1871 fire.
MAY 8. USG and family left Chicago for Washington, D.C.
MAY 12. USG and cabinet attended the funeral of Chief Justice
Salmon P. Chase, who had died on May 7.
MAY 15. USG attended an Army of the Potomac reunion in New
Haven, Conn.
MAY 19. Wilson suffe1·ed a stroke from which he never fully recovered.
MAY 22. USG proclaimed his intention to use force to restore order
in La.
MAY 26-29. USG and Babcock visited Harrisburg, Pa.
JUNE 2. U.S. troops captured Captain Jack and other Modoc holdouts.
JuNE 6. USG and family left Washington, D.C., for their summer home
at Long Branch.
JuNE 10-12. USG attended USMA graduation.
JUNE 19- 20. USG at Washington, D.C.
JUNE 29. Jesse Root Grant, aged 79, died while USG was en route to
Covington, Ky. On Ju1y 1, USG attended the funeral.
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JuLY 3.

USG returned to Long Branch. USG announced dates for the
1876 centennial exhibition.

USG wrote privately of his astonishment on learning of his
daughter Ellen's romance with Algernon Sartoris.
JuLY 28-S 1. USG and Babcock visited Kingston, N.Y.
AuG. 6-7. At Washington, D.C., USG talked to cabinet officers.
AuG. 1 1-21. USG and party visited Maine, N.H., Vt., and N.Y.
AuG. 22. USG and Julia Grant celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary.
SEPT. 1(). USG secretly commuted the sentences of two condemned
Modocs to life imprisonment; to be announced Oct. s.
SEPT. 15-16. USG visited Philadelphia, where he enrolled his son
Jesse at school and attended a 25th anniversary dinner for the
Aztec Club of Mexican War officers.
SEPT. 17. USG attended the Army of the Cumberland reunion at
Pittsburgh.
SEPT. 19. The failure of Jay Cooke & Co. precipitated a crisis on Wall
Street.
SEPT. 20-21. USG consulted bankers and government officials in
New York City about the financial panic.
SEPT. 2Q. USG arrived in Washington, D.C., for more talks on the
panic.
SEPT. 23. USG returned to Long Branch.
SEPT. 26. USG and family resumed residence at the White House.
SEPT. 27. USG urged bankers to support business with loans and to
help restore public confidence.
OcT. 1. USG attended the fair at Carroll County, Md.
OcT•. S. Captain Jack and three other Modocs were executed.
OcT. 6. USG ordered rations sent to Memphis during a yellow fever
epidemic.
OcT. 9. USG attended the Md. agricultural fair.
OcT. 14. USG received a delegation of the Evangelical Alliance, a
Protestant advocacy group.
OcT. 16-16. USG attended an Army of the Tennessee reunion at
Toledo.
OcT. 24. USG received delegations of Crow and Ute Indians at the
W hite House.
JuLv 7.

Chronology
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OcT. 24. USG's longtime friend and business manager Charles W
Ford died at Chicago. Ford and USG had met the previous week
in Toledo.
Nov. 6. USG and cabinet attended the Loudon County, Va., fair.
Nov. 7. Spanish authorities in Cuba executed the American captain
and 36 crew and passengers of the Virginiu.s, captured on Oct.
31 offCuba while flying the U.S. flag. Four others had been shot
on Nov. 4; t he total eventually reached 53.
Nov. 14. USG met Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians,
Nov. 16. USG attended church with his mother in Elizabeth, N.J.
Nov: 29. The U.S. and Spain agreed on measures to settle the Virginius affair.
Nov. 29. Va. Republican John S. Mosby, former C.S. par6san commander, called on USG to offer his services in the event of war
with Spain.
Dt;c. J. USG submitted his annual message to Congress. USG nominated Attorney Gen. George H. Williams as chief justice and
Benjamin H. Bristow as attorney gen.; both nominations were
later withdrawn.
DEc. s. USG met a Quaker delegation.
DEc. l 2. USG addressed a delegation from the National Colored
Convention.
DEC. 15. USG's father-in-law, Frederick F. Dent, aged 87, died at the
White House. USG, Frederick Dent Grant, and Babcock escorted the body to St. Louis for the funeral on Dec. 20.
DEc. 23. USG abd party returned to Washington, D.C.
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To William W. Belknap
Washington D. C.
January 5, 1873.

W. W. BELKNAP
SEC OF WAR.
HoN

Srn:
In view of the proclamation contained in this morning's Chronicle from Gov Pinchback, I think it will be well to telegraph to
Gen. Emory not to be drawn in to taking any side should there be a
conflict in the organization of a state government.
It will be his duty to maintain order should there be a disturbance. But it may be legitimate for the so called Warmouth state
Government to organize to retain a position "in court."
If so they should be allowed to peacably organize but should at
the same time be requested to abstain from any act of legislation
until the courts have established which of the two bodies is the legal Legislature.
I wish you would consult with the Attorney General and, if necessary, with me afterwards, and send such despatch to Gen Emory
as will insure his proper action in this matter.
Respectfully &cDEAR

u. s. GRANT.

Copy, DLC-USG, Tl, l. On Jan. 5, 1873, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to
Gen. William T. Sherman. "The President directs that Gener al EIJlory be telegraphed
immediately that he inform Gov. Pinchback that the troops of the United States will not
be furnished to disperse. any body of men claiming to be a legislature or otherwise, assembling peacably and not obstructing the administration of the recognized Gov-crnment
of the State." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Followin g the Nov., 1872 election,
Democrats had disputed the apparent victory of U.S. Senator William P. Kellogg over
John McEncry for La. governor. In Dec., the legislature impeached incumbent Governor
Henry C. Warmoth, who supported McEnery. On Jan. 3, 1873 , Act. Governor Pinckney B. S. Pinchback issued a proclamation to the people of La., reaffirming claims to Re-

4

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

publican victory. "... I do not propose that such a state of things shall be inaugurated in
the Stateof Louisiana as will make it necessary for the national authoriti.es to declare martial law thereon and take possession thereof, however much this deplorable issue may b.sought and desired by the few ill-advised, short-sighted and self-seeking men who an·
labori~g to that end.. . ." New York TiT1us, Jan. 5, l 87S.
On Nov. 2, 1872, Horace Porter had written to Kellogg et al.. New Orleahs. "Your
letter of the 25th ultimo is received and its subject matter has been brought to the notice
of the President and Secretary of War. The Secretary has issued the most stringent orders he feels authorized to issue under the existing law and r hope that the action which
has been taket1 may meet with your approval" Copy, DLC-USG, II, I.
On ~ov. 8, L. C. Norvell, New Orleans, wrote to USG. '1 write to congratulate you
upon the result of the recent election. 1 believe that the influence will be salutary upon all
our people, and that it will redound to the good of the nation, and to the honor of all her
citi.zens. The Election in this State is Still doubtful owing to the weight of the State ticket
but for which your majority would have been 25000-Mississippi my state has redeemed
herself- " ALS, USG s. See PUSG, 20_, 4S8.
On Nov. 10, J.E. Trimble, Farmerville, La., wrote to USG. "Permit me to present the
congratulations of the Republicans of this parish (Union) on your re-election In 1868
but one vote was cast for you, which I had the honor of casting. This year I have brought
to the polls 489 Grant voters As the increased majorities are published, I will simply say
our percentage of increase is only •189.000% Can a better record be produced? We now
have the moral support of the General Government and hope to be able to give a good account of ourselves in the next four years. ff fraud shall carry our state against us and a legal majority of voters; We will look to the strong arm of Republicanism as exemplified in
you for our protection and right." Ats, USG 5.
On Nov. 15, Col. William H. Emory, New Orleans, telegraphed to AG Edward D.
Townsend. "Conjid,mtial. ... Yesterday the Governor of Louisiana displaced the legally
constituted Board for election returns, and r(.'placed them by his partizans. The U. S. Supervisors of elections appointed under the Act approved May 31st 1870, applied for access to Election Returns and have been refused by the Governor. U. S. Supervisors allege
intended fraud and have called on U.S. Marshal to obtain rights by force, and arrest perpetrators of outrage. Writs are being issued by U. S. court to arrest all the parties concerned in withholding Returns. General Longstreet has been called upon as U. S. Supervisor by the displaced State Returning Board to secure the Returns of the various Parishes
of the State now in possession of the Governor to deliver them to the Board. Governor has
refused and Supervisors eeH calls through the U. S. Marshal for troops to get them by
force. Believing I should not use the troops without instructions to do so, r respectfully
ask for them.n Copy, ONA, RG 94, Letters Received, 4629 1872. On Nov. 16, Levi P.
Luckey endor sed this telegram. "Respectfully returned to Gen. Sherman, who will instruct Gen. Emory that troops cannot be used except in case of riot The Attorney General will instruct the U. S. Marshal and U. S. Attorney as to their daties in the present
emergency.'' AES, ibid. On Dec. s, Belknap wrote to Townsend. "The President directs
that the following telegram be sent to Genl. Emory In case you are called upon by the
U. S. Marshal to execute the mandates ofthe U. S. ~ Court, you are to furnish the
necessary troops for that purpose." AL (initialed), ibid., '~882 1872. On Dec. 6, James F.
Casey, collector, New Orleans, wrote to USG. "Marshal Packard took possession of Statehouse this morning at an early hour with mmtary posse, in obedience to a mandate of circuit court, to prevent illegaJ assemblage of persons under guise of authority ofWarmoth's
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returning-board in violation of injunction. of circuit court. Decree of court just rendered
declares Warmoth's returning-board ilJegal and orders the returns of the election to be
forthwith placed before the legal board. This board will probably soon declare the result
ofthe election of officers ofState and legislature, which will meet in State-house with protection of court. The decree was sweeping in its provisions, and if enforced will save the
republican majority and give Louisiana a republican legislature and State government,
and check Warmoth in his usurpations. Warmoth's democratic supporters are becoming
disgusted with him, and charging that his usurpations are ruining their cause." SEO, 425-457, 859.

On Dec. 9, Pinchback telegraphed to USG. "Having taken the oath of office and being in the possession ofthe gubernatorial office, it devolves upon me to urge the necessity
ofa favorable consideration of the request of the general assembly as conveyed in the concurrent resolution of this day telegraphed to you requesting the protection of the United
States Government. Be pleased to send the necessary orders to General En1ory. This seems
to me a necessary measure of precaution although all is quiet here." Ibid., p. 841. The
resolution is ibid. On Dec. 10, Pinchback telegraphed to USG. "Pursuant to advertisement, democratic indjgnation meeting was held at noon. Inflammatory appeals were made
in circulars, and incendiary language used by some of the speakers, but I do not regard
any outbreak imminent. That my course is approved by the vast majority of the honest
citizens is beyond doubt." Ibid., p. 842. On Dec. 11, Casey twice telegraphed to USG.
" ... The delay in placing troops at disposal of Governor Pinchback, in accordance with
joint resolution of Monday, is disheartening our friends and cheering our enemies... ."
"Democratic members oflegislature taking their seats. Most, if not all, will so in next few
days. Important that you immediately recognize Governor Pinchback's legislature in some
manner, either by instructing General Emory to comply with any requisition by Governor Pinchback, under joint resolution of legislature of Monday, or otherwise. This would
quiet matters much. I earnestly urge this and ask a reply." Ibid., p. 844. On the same day,
Casey and Kellogg telegraphed to USG. ''. . . Governor Pinchback has received no re~
sponse to this requisition, which has encouraged Warmoth to believe that it has been denied... ." Ibid., p. 845. Also on Dec. 11, Warmoth telegraphed to USG protesting federal
protection for the Republican faction."... I ask and believe that no violent action be taken,
and no force used by the Government, at least until the supreme court shall have passed
final judgment on the case. A full statement of the facts will be laid before you and the
Congress in a few days." Ibid., p. 845. On Dec. J il, Casey telegraphed to USG. " .. . If a decided recognition of Governor Pinchback and the legal legislature were made, in my judgment i.t would settle the whole matter. General Longstreet has been appointed, by Governor Pinchback, as adjutant-general of State militia." Ibid., p. 845. On the same day,
Attorney Gen. George H. Williams telegraphed to Pinchback. "Let it be understood that
you are recognized by tlte President as the lawful executive of Louisiana, and that the
body assembled at Mechanics' Institute as the lawful legislature of the State, and it is suggested that you make proclamation to that effect, and also that all necessary assistance will
be given to you and the legislatu.re herein recognized to protect the State from disorder
and violence." Ibid., p. 849.
Also on Dec. 12, McEnery, New Orleans, telegraphed to USG. "Claiming to be governor-elect of this State, I beg you, in the name of all justice, to suspend recognition of
either of the dual governments now in operation here until there can bl! laid before you all
facts, and both sides, touching legitimacy of either government. The people denying the
legitimacy of Pinchback government and its legislature simply ask to be heard, through
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committee of many of our best citizens on eve of departure for Washington, before you
recognize the one or the other of said governments. I do not believe we will be condemned
before we are fully hea.r d:· Ibid., p. 850. On Dec. Is, Thomas A. Adams et al., New Orleans,
telegraphed to USG a petition in favor of McEnery. Ibid., pp. 846-49. On the same day,
Williams telegraphed to McEnery. "'Your visit with a hundred citizens will be unavailing
so far as the President is concerned. His decision is made and will not be changed. and the
sooner it is acquiesced in the sooner good order and peace wilJ be restored." Ibid., p. 849.
Also on Dec. IS, Emory telegraphed to Townsend. "There is imminent danger of
irnmed.iate Conflict between two armed bodies of men of some Considerable numbers one
body of state Militia reprenstfog Gov Warmoth holding an arsenal, the other an armed
body of Police reprensting Gov Pinchback I have been appealed to to Interfere Shall I
do so & if I interfere to which party shall the Arsenal be delivered, the parties are faoe
to face with arms in their hands I beg an immediate answer-I se.nt an officer to try what
can be done by persuasion to suspend the Conflict until an answer Can be Recd, there
will be no resistance to the federal forces" Telegram received (on Dec. a), DNA, RG 94,
Letters Received, •t-fl82 1872. On Dec. 14, Williams endorsed this telegram. "Gen\ Emory
may use all necessary force to preserve the peace & will recognize the authority of Gov
Pinchback" AES, ibid. On the same day, Pinchback telegraphed to USG asking for federal
troops to seize the state armory. SED, 42-S-457, 850. Also on Dec. J 4, Emory telegraphed
to Townsend. "On the receipt of your telegram last night an officer was sent to the contesting parties to ask the evacuation of the arsenal and the dispersion of the armed forces
the demand was promptly Complied with fft.e and the arsenal turned over to the State authorities this morning everything now is quiet." Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, L etters Received, 4882 1872.
On Jan. 4, 1873, Belknap wrote to [ fownsend] ... The President directs that Genl.
Emory be informed by telegraph, that should a contingency arise which requires him to
make use of the troops to preserve peace, he is authorized to do so- ALS, ibid. On Jan. 5,
Emory telegraphed to Col. William 0. Whipple, asst. AG. " .. . As Pinchback is the re.cognized Gov. and as my instructions compel me to supress riot, l can only do so by putting
down hls opposers, although by such action I may incur the charge of dispersing a body
claiming to be a Legislature... . • Telegram r eceived (at 2 :00 P.M.), ibid.
Also on Jan. s, E, H. Angamar, New Orleans, wrote to USG. "Permit me to present
you with the herein enclosed document in reference to the present political difficulties of
Louisiana. From the pleasant social and official releations I have had the honor of having
with you a few years ago, l hope you will do me the justice of giving foll confidence to the
facts stated under my signature." ALS, ibitl, RG 60, Letters from the President. See
ff

PUSG, 17, '1 -68-69.
On Jan. IS, USG wrote to the House of Representatives. ''ln answer to the Resolu-

tion of the House of Representatives of the 16th of December last calling for information
relative to the condition of affairs in Louisiana, and what, if any, action has been taken in
regard thereto, I herewith transmit the report ofthe Attorney General and the papers by
which it is accompanied." Copy, D NA, RG ISO, Messages to Congress. HED, 42-3-91 .
See SD, 57-2-209, 147-5 1, S02-S07; message to Congress, Feb. 25, 1873; Henry Clay
Warmoth, War, Politics and R ec01atn,ctirm: Stormy Days in Louisia1w (New York, 19SO),
pp. 201-S9; Joseph G. Dawson 111, Army Generals and Reco11struction: Louisiana, 18621$77 (Ba,ton Rouge, 198\l), pp. lSS-42.
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Veto
To TflE HousE OF

REPRESENTATIVES:

I return herewith, for the further consideration of Congress,
H, R. 2291, entitled, "An act for the relief of Edmund Jussen," to
which I have not appended my approval for the following reasons:
The bill directs the accounting officers to transfer from
Mr. Jussen's account to that of his successor all indebtedness arising
from the loss or destruction or non-taking of warehousing bonds on
certain spirits destroyed by fire.
This provision would be wholly ineffective in so far as it proposes to increase the liability of Mr. Jussen's successor, he having
been appointed subsequently to the destruction of the spirits. It
might operate to relieve Mr. Jussen, but it seems probable that he is
already relieved by the act of May 27, 1872, passed since the introduction of this bill. That act provides for the abatement of taxes on
distilled spirits destroyed by fire except in cases where the owners
of such spirits may be indemnified against the tax by a valid c1aim
of insurance.
The release of the tax payers of course includes the release of
the collector from liability caused by failure to take bonds. It does
not appear whether there was any insurance in this case. If not, the
applicant is already relieved. But if there was an insurance, the effect of this bill, if it became a law, might be to except Mr. Jussen
from the operation of the general rule established by the proviso to
the act of May 27, 1872. If such exception be proper it should not
be confined to an individual case but extended to all.
If there was an insurance, this bill would relieve Mr. Jussen from
a liability, with which it is very doubtful if his successor could be
legally charged, or with which he ought to be charged.

u. s. GRANT.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,

JANUARY 6TH

18 7 3

8

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

Copy, DNA, RG 1 so, Messages to Congress. HED, 42-S-55; SMD, 49-2 - 53, S8S- 84. 011
Dec. 22, I 872, Secretary of the Treasury George S. Boutwell had written to USG recommending this veto. Copy, DNA, RG 56, Letters Sent to the President. See U.S. Statutes at
Large, XVII, 162; CG, 42-S, 796. Edmund Jiissen, Carl Schurz's cousin, married Schurz's
youngest sister in 1856 and served as lt. col., l!S'rd Wis. On Apr il 15, 1869, USG nominated Jiissen as collector ofinternal Revenue, I st District, ru. On Feb. 19, 1872, Jilssen,
Bonn, Germany, wrote to the editor of the Chicago Tribune." . .. Senator Schurz neither
asked my appointment, nor was I appointed because I am his b rother- in-law. I visited
New York in the spring of 1869, for medical treatment, and, when certain gentlemen in
Chicago tendered me their influence for my appo.i nnnent to the post of Collector, l asked
Schun;, who is not only my brother-in-law, but life-long personal friend, for a letter of
recommendation to the President. He flatly refused the request, solely upon the ground
that he did not wish to make himself liable to the charge of nepotism. . . . These identical
Chicago friends, re[l]ying upon the fact that t hey alone procured my appointment, sought
to convince me, very soon after I assumed the duties of my office, that, though I was Collector, and had the honor and responsibility of the office, they must insist upon a division
of the profits. To what extent I yielded to their imperative request, and how subsequently
t hey worked as sedulously to r emove me as they had labored to have me appointed, simply
because I declined to be 'bled to death; is a point which I prefer to discuss at some other
tirne and place. . .. The first mistake which [ made-as the world goes in our fair Republic-was, that I caused the removal ofa certain Dr. Lamper, who was Unjted States Gauger
in my di.strict. r had detected him in fraudulently appropriating highwines. He boasted
that I would not dare to touch him, as he was a cousin of President Grant, and offered to
bet $500 that he could not be touched. On the same day, I reported him for removal, and
at once revoked his assignment to duty. He resigned immediately, to escape a disgraceful
dismissal. AU these facts I reported to the Hon. C. Delano, then Commissioner oflnternal
Revenue. He approved of my course, and added that my action in the premises was entirely satisfactory to the President. A few months later, this same Dr. Lamper, co1.1sin of
the President, was appointed Receiver of Public Moneys in the United States Land Office
at Washi ngton Territory. It is hut fair to presume that t he President, in the hurry and
press of business had forgotten the offidal record of his cousin. However, he was reminded
of it when, subsequently, Dr. Lamper loaned the moneys of Government to his personal
friends for private speculation.... A few months after taking charge of the duties of my
office, the brother of the President, Orville Grant, Esq., honored me with a call, taJked
revenue 'b usiness generally and quite fluently, and finally invited me to his store. He repeated this invitation three or four times, once by letter, before I complied with his request. When T visited his store, Mr. Grant, though somewhat embarrassed, but, on the
whole, with the graceful air of an accomplished business man, proposed to me to join him
in defrauding the Government by permitting a certain distillery to run double its registered capacity, or, in other words1 to collect the t ax for only one-half of its act ual product. 'If you decline,' said the acute gentleu1an., 'the Government will gain nothing, for, in
that event, the distillery will not increase its product. If you consent, the same tax which
you now collect will still he paid, and the receipts of the Government will therefor e not be
diminished. A few barrels more or less on the mar'ket cannot depress quotations, and the
competitors who do not enjoy the privilege l ask fo r my friends cannot suffer. There ca1i

therefore really be no.fraud in the transaction prnposed. Moreover, I shall see to it, that all is

safe in WiJ.Shington.' I h umbly informed the talented moralist that Tbegged to differ with
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him as to the ingenious definition of fraud, and peremptorily and positively refused his
tempting offer. Mr. Grant's embarrassment had somewhat increased when I took my
leave. I deemed it advisable to infonn the Commissioner ofluternal Revenue, United States
Assessor, General Webster, Supervisor Bloomfield, and my frieud, Senator Schurz, immediately, of the offer and its result. And here I must do Mr. Orville Grant the justice to say
that after he had ascertained that I had reported his proposition at headquarters and to
my brother officers, he called upon me and volunteered the explanation that he had made
the said proposition to me solely for the purpose of'testing my integrity.' ... The third a_nd
last great mistake which l committed,-not mentioning such minor offences as prosecuting all revenue frauds in my district to the best of my ability, and dismissing incompetent
officials,-consisted in my refusal to obey the commands of Mr. Farwell, member of Congress for the Chicago District. ... he had hardly taken his seat in the House when the news
ofmy removal reached me.... Another possible explanation, namely: that I was removed
because my successor was and is editor-in-chief of the Illinois Staats-Zeitimg, an influential German newspaper in Chicago, and is expected to support the President for renomination, l discard for the reason that it would be unjust to presume t hat President Grant
would stoop to such means to further his personal prospects.. .. But one more feature of
my offical experience remains to be disclosed. The Government still owes me, after I have
been out of office nearly a year, several thousand dollars, and withholds payment on the
flimsiest red-tape pretext imaginable. In the summer of 1870, the distillery of Hass &
Powell, and several hundred barrels of high wines contained in their bonded warehouse,
were destroyed by fire; and, although the Department admits that it has no cJaim against
the distillers for the tax upon the wines- thus destroyed, it has up to this time, insisted that
this tax must stand charged against me until the distillers are released by act ofCongress.
This is the re11son, and the only reason, given for withholding the amount justly due me.
Another reason reaches me from another source. A friend, who has been kind enough to
look after my interest in Washington, writes me: 'Your matter must go to Congress. I wish
Carl Schurz and his infernal agitation were at the bottom of the sea, because you are
identified with Schurz by the Administration ring,' etc., etc. Such motives of delay in paying a just claim would be a sad commentary upon any Government; under Republican institutions, the insinuation seems simply absurd and incredible. If, however, the opinion of
my informant is well founded, it is not impossible t hat this exposition of my official experiences will stretch the red-tape to an interminable length. ..." Chicago Tribune, March 9,
1872. Francis M. Lampier was grandson of a sister of Jesse Root Grant. See PUSG, 20,
.% 1, 357-59; CG, 42-2, 991-93; Hans L. Trefousse, Carl Sch1mt: A Biography (Knoxville,
19s2), pp. 1s:,, 191,201.
On March 10, 1871, USG had nominated Hermann Raster as collector of Internal
Revenue, 1st District, TII., to replaceJiissen. On March so, 1871!, Raster, Chicago, wrote
to USG. ~Confidential ... [n sending to you my official letter of resignation, I desire to
_give you my assurance that I have done so NOT from any motive unfriendly to you or yoor
renomination but, on the contrary, actuated by an earnest desire to do mote efficient ser:vice to t11e good cause of the Philadelphia Convention, than 1 could have done otherwise.
The fact of my holding an office under you has been used by all the German Schurz papers as a convenient offset to the best arguments I could set forth, and has, to some extent, weakened the power which the Illinois Staatszeitung may wield in the determination
of the popular choice for the next presidency. In point of fact I have almost been prevented
from speaking out plainly in favor of your administration by the apprehension of doing
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more harm than good by such advocacy. I am sure that, after having resigned my office,
the] support of the lllinois Staatszcitw1g will be of muoh greater value to you and of much
greater efficiency I beg, however, most earnestly to recommend to you the appointment
ofmy deputy, Mr. Samuel A. Irvin (formerly Corporation Attorney for two terms) to the
office of Collector. Mr. Irvin is a gentleman of the strictest integrity, of great firmness and
decision of character, clcarncs.s of mind and fulJy conversant with all the details of the
office:-qualifications which, in the present condition of things, embarrassed as it has become by the effects of the great fire, are, in a greater degree than ever, indispensable for
a successful administration of this office. The regulation of my account$ for stamps destroyed by the fire, will necessarily be rather tedious and complicated and would greatly
embarras me by taking up much of the time l need for my editorial duties, unless my successor in office should assume the wind[ing] up of those accounts, which Mr lrvin is willing to do.1 feel confident that none of the Representatives or Senators of this District will
be able or willing to deny the fitness, in every respect, of Mr Irvin for the office. I am also
folly prepared to say that his appointment would give g reat satisfaction to aJl of yout own
friends here Once more assuring you of the thoroughly friendly motives of my action
and trusting to be able to prove to you my devotedness to the cause which has been so s uccessfully represented by your administration, ..." ALS, USG S. On Feb. 22, 1870, Sidney
Breese, chief justice, Ill. Supreme Court, et al. had written to USG. "S. A. Irvin Esq has
been for some years city counsellor of the city of Chica.g o and has had a good deal of business in the Supreme Court, Understanding from him that he intends to seek the appointment of Chief Justice of the Territory of Washington we take pleasure in recommending
him as well qualified for the position both by his professional talents and attainments and
by his personal character and standing. .. .~ LS (s signatures), DNA, RG 60, l\ppointments, Washington Territory. On April 8, 1872, USG nominated Samuel A. Irvin as collector oflnternal Revenue, 1st District, TI!.
ln [Dec.], Raster sought appointment as minister to Switzerland. Ibid., RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On May 12, 1873, USG wrote to ministers and
consuls. "This will introduce to you Mr. Hermann Raster who visits Europe on a tour of
plea.sure. Mr. Raster is the editor of the Illinois Staats Zeitung of Chicago, which has rendered eminent service in the cause of freedom. I take pleasure in commending him to you
and bespeaking for him such civilities as it may be in your power to extend during his sojourn in your vicinity," Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2.
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To John Hoey
Washington D. C. Jan.y 17th

1873.

JoHN HoEY EsQR

Sm
Your letter and one from Mr. Dinsmore 1 reached me day befor
yesterday. lam very much obliged to Mr. Dinsmore for his kindness
DEAR
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in proposing to wait for the payment on the Stock he purchased for
me until I have the means without borrowing from others, and to
you for proposing to hold for me some more until I can pay for it.
The amount I spoke of when you was here was 120 shares more,
whkh would make my whole interest in stock Four Hundred shares
or One Hundred share for each of my children. Out of my present
pay 2 I never will pay for a single share nor will I soon pay what I
now owe Mr. D. out of that and my private income. But I expect
within the next four months to sell from thirty to fifty thousand
dollars worth of property and all I realize in this way I want to invest in something that will give me an income.
Very Truly Yours

U. S.GRANT.
A..L.S (facsimiles), University Archives, Catalog 102 (June, 1992], no. 215; Superior Galleries, June 5, 1995, no. 14.SJ. See PUSG, 20,259.
On Sept. 26, 1873, Orville E. Babcock wrote to John Hoey, Adams Express Co., New
York City. "The President left a few bills unpaid at the Branch. J send you $305. currency
with which to pay them. One bill I enclose-$25.00 Tax for grading & watering road he
thinks is 85.oo A hill he owes Drummond & Woolley, at Branchport for lumber for barn
he thinks about 192.00 If he has not sent enough please have your man pay and let me
know and I will remit at once. I received your telegram on arrival in Washington and delivered it to the P:resident. The President thinks on full consultation with the Secr etary of
the T reasury and the Attorney General that he cannot properly continue the sale or at
present otherwise assist the market. We came up in good shape. Expect the horses &c this
morning. Regards to all." Copy, DLC-USG, IJ, 2. On July S, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote
to Hoey. " The President wishes me to acknowledge the receipt of the memorandum of interest received by yesterday's mail, and enclose you his check for seven hundred and fifty
two 32/t oo dollars, the amount due, which please give him credit for." Copy, ibid. On
May 28, 187.5, Culver C. Sniffen wrote to Hoey. "The President directs me to say that he
will be very much obliged if you will send a man to the stables of Oakley & Smith, No 160E-24th St. N. Y. to get, on presentation of the enclosed order. a pair of bay horses left
there by me yesterday in his name & have them forwarded to Long Branch for him. His
coachman wiU not be at the Branch until next Wednesday so if you can have the horses
cared for until that time it will be very kind of you. Possibly Mr. Brown would take them
in his stable? I you will let the man who goes for the horses settle Oakley & Smith's bill
for stabling the horses from and including the 27th inst. I will remit the amount to you....
P. S. Perhaps it would be a good idea, (though I have no reason to doubt the honesty of
Oakley & Smith,) to have your man stop at the stables ofC. & H. Hayman (213 & 21.5-E24'-St,) from whom J bought the horses and request that one of the firm goes over with
him to indenti(y the pair, an then present the order." Copy, ibid.
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I. Born in 1810 in Boston, William B. Dinsmore; president of Adams Express Co.,
was Hoey's business associate and close friend. See New Tork Times, April 21, 1888. On
Jan. I, 1874, USG mortgaged property in Monmouth County, N. J., to Dinsmore for
$10,000, paying back principal and interest on March 21, 1876. DS, USG 3.
On May 1, 1872, Dinsmore, New York City, had written to USG.") am under such
personal obligations to Mr James Crowley for courteous attentions bestowed upon a
member of my family when in Russia, that I do not fed at liberty to decline to accede to
his request to convey to you his desire for the appointment of Commercial agent at Nicolaefsk on the Amoor river in Eastern Siberia. Mr Crowley is a native of Massachusetts and
has been engaged in business for many years in Nicolaefsk and he is now the Mayor of that
City-He comes highly recommended to me as a gentleman of energy and integrity, and
every way qualified, especially from his acquaintance with the Russian language, for the
proper discharge of the agency. He advises me that the position is now vacant-I should
esteem it as a mark of high personal regard if consistently with the claims of others, you
can co11fer the appointment upon Mr Crowley- " ALS, DNA, RG .'>9, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Speaker of the House James G. Blaine, U.S. Senator Henry
Wilson, and U.S. Representative Henry L. Dawes of Mass. favorably endorsed this letter.
Related papers arc ibid. On June 16, 1874, USG nominated James Crowley as consul,
An10or River, upgrading him from commercial agent.
2. On Jan. 16, I 87.'3, U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio had written to
Babcock. "I forgot to say to you when I was at the Executive Mansion this morning-what
I intended t o-in regard to the action of the House in reference to an increase of the -Presidents Salary-If you read the proceedings, you saw that the decision of the Chairman of
the Com. of the Whole was over ruled-& the amendment was declared not in order-When Mr Sargent wanted to offer it again in the House, I thought, as d.id many of our
friends that it was not wise to raise the question again, when it might have been voted out
on a vote by Ayes & Noes-Whenever it, can be reached -with a fair prospect of success,
I shall be glad to do what I can to aid it-I think, if it were put in, in the Senate, we can
hold it, when the bill comes back to the House- Please show this note to the President-"
ALS, lCN. On March S, USG signed a Civil Appropriations Bill that raised the president's
salary from $25,000 to $50,000 and gave pay increases to other federal officers, retroactive for Congress, prompting a public outcry of "salary grab." See CG, 412-S, 1196,
t2S.'3-3+, 1589; HRC, 42-S-59; US. Statrdes at La.rge, XVII, 486; Mark Wahlgren Summers, The Era ofGood Steali11gs (New York, 1993), pp. 237-42.
On March 8, USG wrote to Secretary of the Treasury George S. Boutwell. •· Will you
please direct my salary to be paid to the First National Bank for the future in the same
manner in which it has been paid during the last four years, and oblige . .." LS, DNA,
RG 56, Letters Received. On Aug. 6, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his
diary. "In conversation the President says that since 4th March he has been reducing his
indebtedness but that it amounts to one half a years salary at the present date.'' DLCliamilton Fish. On Nov. 3, USG wrote to Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson. "1 have to request that hereafter, the warrants for my salary may be issued to the
National Metropolitan Bank oftJ1is city." LS, DNA~RG 56, Letters Received. See PUSG,

19, 41\!.
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To Senate
To THE SENA.TE OF THE UNITED STATES.
I transmit, herewith, to the Senate for its consideration, with a
view to ratification, an Additional Article to the Treaty between the
United States and Her Britannic Majesty of the 8th of May 1871.

u. s. GRANT
WASHINGTON, 22D JAN'Y,

1873.

OS, DNA, RG 46, Reports Submitted to the Senate. On Feb. 14, 1878, the Senate ratified
the additional article, which permitted the U.S.-British mixed claims commission to meet
outside of Washington, D, C. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVU, 867-68, 947-48.
On Dec. 2S, 1872, John M. Vernon, Montreal, had written to USG. "Some weeks ago
I sent to Mr Howard HBM's Claim Agent before the 'Mi-.ed Commission' three notices
[one of the three being intended for the American Agent and one for the Britfah Agent,
and one the original for the Commissioner) and some interrogatories to obtain your Excellency's Deposition in my claim case. I enclose your Excellency a copy of those notices
and interrogatories. I wrote that if t he American Agent would consent I was entirely
satisfied to receive your Excellency's Statement not on oath. I wrote to the Commissioner,
(Mr Coyle) to attend at the Executive Mansion if your Excellency preferred that the legal forms should he pursued. To my astonishment Mr Thornton the British Minister who
ls inimical to me and my claim and with respect to both not regardless of doing injustice,
officiously iotermeddled in respect to the notices which was none of his business and volunteered to intrude himself upon Mr Fish with the enquiry whether or not your Excellency's Deposition could be taken. Howard (the Agent) writes to me that Thornton told
him that Mr Fish told him [Thornton] 'that the President could never be called upon to
testify in this or any other case,' and therefore the sapient Howard under direction of his
Mentor Thornton 'declined' givi11gthe notices. Now I have not the most remote idea that
Mr Fish ever Seriously and qfficially told Thornton anything akin to the trash and nonsense which was represented. f will further state that I have not a doubt that your Excellency will r egard with derision and contempt the sneaking attempt to gratify personal
malignity against me, though covered with a flimsy veil of observance of respect to your
Excellency. Meanness and servility are ever despised by high minded and honourable men.
1. wjl) not allow myself to believe that your Excellency would refuse to furnish your testimony in the cause ofjustice and truth;1herefore it is that I enclose you the within and appeal to your Excellency's sense ofjustice, (to a foreigner from whom is witheld the just aid
due him from his own Government by cowardly imbecile and unwortl1y functionaries,
threof,) to furnish in answer to the Interrogatories enclosed such Statement of facts as
your Excellency can call to·mind, in order that-lffll!Y~fftetttMmy Counscl J. H Bradley
Jr Esq at Washington may use it, (who I have advised of this letter,) and to whom I respectfully request your Excellency will direct your Private Secretary to communicate the
Statement solicited." ALS (brackets in original), DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
Vernon, a British native imprisoned as a blockade-runner during the war, enclosed a
printed narrative describing his efforts to obtain a pass from USG at Pilot Knob, Mo., in
Aug., 1863 [ 1861]. Ibid. 111 Nov., 1S71, Vernon had published an extended account of his
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case in the form of a letter to USG. On Nov. 29, 1872, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish
had written in his diary about a discussion with British Minister Edward Thornton. "He
enquires if I have spoken with the Prsdt about Vernon-I reply that as a matter of curiosity I had asked the President if he knew any thing about Vernon-he did not-I add
that my answer given yesterday is the answer to his enquiry-viz that the President cannot be interrogated &c-& ask if the Queen wd allow herself to be interrogated &c-He
says no-..." DLC-Hamilton Fish. See Foreign Relations, I86S, I; ibid., 1873, HI, 81-84..

Veto
To THE SENATE oF THE UNITED STATES:
I have the honor to return herewith Senate bill number 490 entitled ''An Act for the relief of the East Tennessee University'',
without my approval.
This claim, for which $ 18,500, are appropriated out of the
moneys of the United States, arises in part for the destruction of
property by troops in time of war, and therefore the same objections
attach to it, as were ex.pressed in my message of June 1st 1872 returning the Senate bill awarding $25,000, to .J. Milton Best.
If the precedent is once established that the Government is liable for the ravages of war, the end of demands upon the public
treasury cannot be forecast
The loyalty of the people, of the section in which the University
is located,-under circumstances of personal danger, and trials,thus entitling them to the most favorable construction of the obligation of the Government towards them is admitted; and nothing
but regard for my duty to the whole people, in opposing a principle,
which, if allowed, will entail greater burdens upon the whole than
the relief which will be afforded to a part, by allowing this biJI to become a law, could induce me to return it with objections.
Recognizing the claims of these citizens to sympathy and the
most favorable consideration of their claims by the government, l
would heartily favor a donation, of the amount appropriated by this
bill, for their relief.

u. s. GRANT
E XECUTIVE MANSION
JANUARY 29TH

1873.
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OS, DNA, RG •t-6, Presidential Messages. SED, 42-3-33. On Feb. 3, 1873, OrviUe E. Baboock wrote to U.S. Representative Horace Maynard of Tenn. "The President directs me
to say that the enclosed draft of a bill is what he would be willing to approve in the case of
the East Term. Uuiversity." Copy, DLC~USG, 11, I. On June 22, 1874, USG signed a revised bill appropriating $18,500 to Ea.st Tennessee University. See CG, 41-3, \88•~; CR,
••3-1 , 1317-19; SRC, 4 1-3-289, 42-2-17; HE-D, 42-3-127; U.S. Statutes at Large, XV!ll,
part 3, p. 604•; James Riley Montgomery, Stanley J. Folmsbee, and Lee Seifert Greene, To
Foster Knowlulge: A History of The University of Te1111essee I 794-1970 (Knoxville, 1984),
pp. 10-72.

Endorsement
Respectfully refered to the Sec. of War. Please have the records of
the office searched and have a reply to this communication sent
to Mr. Waddell. 1 Of course should such a thing prove possible as
the present confinement of a rebel selaier prisoner of war have him
released at once.

u. s. GRANT
JAN,Y 29TH /73
AES, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, R60 1867. Written on a letter ofJan. 29., 187S, from
U.S. Representative Alfred M. Waddell of N. C. to USG. ~Colonel Charles C. Tew who
comma11ded the second North Carolina regi.ment of the Confederate army was reported
killed durin.g the late war, and the report was generally received as true; but on several occasions since the war his family and friends have heard rumors ,vhich however absurd, are
most painful to the effect that he is confined at the Ory Tortugas-This report is agail!
circulated in the newspapers, and it is suggested that the Congressmen from North Carolina should enquire into the matter. In order to get an official and final settlement of the
q!lestion l have the honor to request that your Excellency wiU state whether the report is
true." ALS, ibid. On Feb. 11, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to Waddell that
the rumors were untrue. Copy, ibid., RG 107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs.
I. Born in 18H in Hillsboro, N. C., Waddell practiced law and edited a newspaper
in Wilmington, served in the C.S. Army as It. col .after opposing secession, and became
Democratic U.S. Representative in 1871..
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To William S. Hillyer
Washington DC. [Jan.]

187[3]

In regard to my affairs with Burns I have the following to say.
In the summer or fall of /68 I received a letter containing an advertisement of sale of my farm, near St. Louis, to satisfy a judgement
against Mr. Dent, in favor of the estate of Jas. Hughes. 2 I telegraphed at once and had the debt paid and the sale stopped. The
cost to me of that transaction was nearly $1500 00/100.~ I had never
heard that Mr. Dent owed the estate of Jas Hughes a dollar, nor do
I believe he ever did. However I questioned him in regard to the
matter and his statement is, (a part of these facts I know of my own
knowledge) that a short time before Mr. H's death he had undertaken to settle the affairs of Sigurson & Bro. That finding about
soo apents of the Sigurson tract lay withln the limits claimed by
Mr. Dent,"' and which was in litigation at the time, Mr Hughes proposed to him, Mr. Dent, to pay off a mortgage-Mitchel held on
the White Haven farm in consideration of a quit claim deed for the
soo arpents of land. If the suit went in favor of Mr. Dent he was to
have, in addition, one half the land should sell for. This contract was
duly made, and Mr. Dent says in the handwriting of Burns, but was
never recorded. Hughes soon after died, without having paid the
$4000 00/100 mortgage. John Dent bougt the farm under a sale
to satisfy that mortgage, and I bought from him. Some years after
Hughes death Mr. Dent says he was in St. Louis and met Burns or
Marshall O when they stated to him that they were settling up the
estate of Hughes and had an account against him which they wished
he would settle. His reply was that he owed Hughes nothing. They
sayd, 0 yes, his share of the expense of clearing up, fencing, advertising, selling &c. the Carondelet property had never been settled
for. With this statement he walked up like a sheep to the slaughter
and signed two notes, with 1o pr. ct. interest, one in favor of the
Hughes estate, and the other in favor of the estate of Dr. Saunderson. On that note, (in favor of H' estate) Burns sold several tracts of
land which Mr. Dent had given me, or rather which I had paid for by
I
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settling up back taxes upon amounting to much more than Burnes
bid the land in at, and was about to sell my ftSt. Louis farm when I
heard of it. On these two transactions Burns owes me, in equity,
$1500 00/100 with interest, and the back deed to the Jefferson Co.
property. Speaking to Glover,6 two years after I had paid the $ 1600,
he expressed surprise. He stated that Burns had entered that note as
not collectable, with other remarks not complimentary to Burns.
Burns statements in regard to the compromise I made with him
of a portion of the Carondelet property is not at all truthful. In the
first place I made no compromises that were not proposed to me.
Carline 7 was in Washington and stated to me that he thought, in
equity, Mr. Dent owned that land; that he owned or had controll of
47 arpents of it, and that if I would pay him what it had cost, with
accumulated interest, or $ 100 00/100 pr. arpent, he would give me
a quit claim deed. I settled with him on these terms, and announced,
or told Ford, of St. Louis to say, that I would settle with any other
claimants on the same terms. Litigation was then going on, and after I compromised with Burns at least two others who held lands
within Mr. Dents tract proposed to buy his title from me; and one
of them did pay me $1500 oo/1 oo to perfect his title. This I say was
after I had compromised with Burnes.
Glover & Shepley 8 were my lawyers; through their representation that Burns & my title made a complete one to the land in questio [n] I paid him Burns the money. It seems that Glover, or Shepley,
relied upon an abstract of title made by a lawyer by the name of
Sterling,9 and who I believe, or at least have been told, is an agent
of Burnes, for their opinion. This lawyer afterward sent in a bill for
several hundred dollars which I refused to pay because he had made
me pay for lands which B. did not own, it having been deeded for
streets &c. Further, Burns knows that the title to these lands had
not been settled at the time of the compromise from the fact that he
stipulated, that in consideration of a portion of the lots, or a portion
of some of the lots, which he was deeding to me, lay outside of any
land in controversy, I should deed to him, or make good deeds he
had made to other lots within the tract and which be had sold. This
I did, I paid him for a number of acres which he did not own to
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sell, and he and Sterling were aware of the fact at the time.-Last
year, when Mr. Ford went to pay my taxes, he learned, for the first
time, that a portion of my land had been sold under a portion suit,
{revived from 1862) in favor of the widow ofJas. Hughes. The property was quietly sold at the back door of the Courthouse and Sterling had become the purchaser of a portion of it, no doubt for
Burnes. The price at which it was bid off was much less than I had
paid for half a title. This sale I had easily set aside, and the property
resold, when I became the purchaser of all but one lot. In this last
purchase I became the possessor of about 26 arpents of land more
than I had before, Holliday having been a part owner in the lots sold.
The amount of money Thave paid in this last purchase, and have yet
to pay, is over $ 11000 00/ 100 dollars, 1/15 of which is for land that I
had already paid Burns for.
My intention has been, and still is to sue Burnes for the recovery of money fraudulently obtair1ed. I do not know that I can recover
any thing but I can show him up in such a light as to make honest
men scare to trust him.
Yours Truly

u. S. GRANT
P. S. I scratched this off in pencil intending to copy it, but I am too
lazy and therefore send it as it is.
ALS, Hillyer Papers, ViU. On Feb. 12., 1873, Calvin F. Burnes, New York City, wrote to
William S. Hillyer. "Having heard from you on monday last with much surprise that President Grant has written to-you with two matters of complaint against me I hasten to attempt my exoneration. Fi.rst, as t o the note of Mt F. Dent it is evident that the President
has been entirely misinformed as to my connection therewith as well as my a,ction in the
premises, as he seems to think that this note was executed at my instance and delivered
by Mr Dent to me: whereas in fact the note was executed July 5, I (!60. and was never seen
by me until after the death of James M. Hughes in 1861. when it was inventoried in the
St Louis Probate Court as of the assets of the co-partnership of H ughes & Marshall. Of
my own lmowledge I know nothing as to the consideration for which this note was gjven,
but was informed that it was for money actually loaned or advanced to Mr Dent by
Hughes & Marshall. I never saw Mr Dent about the matter and never had any transaction
with him of any kind whatever. I have never known or heard of anything which has induced me to doubt the perfect validity or integrity of this note until your statement to me
on Monday; and late as this information now comes to me I am yet willing to do anything
in my power to render available any defence which Mr D ent may have tending to impugn
the integrity and good faith of t he transaction. Concerning the other matter of which you
sp oke as pertaining more directly to the President himself, I am much surprised that any
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cause for complaint or misunderstanding can exist. In the suits instituted by Mr Geo. W.
Dent the United States Circuit Court for Missouri had decided against the validity of the
old land claims south of the River Des Peres known as the Cerre and Boli claims, when a
personal friend of the President in St Louis represented to me that that these suits in the
name of Geo W. Dent were being prosecuted really in the interest of the President who
from sentiments of early association connected therewith desired to acquire these lands.
Yielding to my desire to gratify the President and avoid all possible controversy with him
I consented to relinquish my interest in these upon terms fixed by himself at a price well
known and admitted to be much less than their actual value. l made no stipulation for better price or terms in my great anxiety to fully meet the views of the President. I only stipulated that I should convey only such title as I then had with no warranty, or liability on
me for taxes, examination of tide or other expenses connected therewith. Having thus
submitted entirely to the President and his agent as to price and to his counsel as to title,
I was much surprised several months afterwards by a representation made to me that in
estimating the quantity of this land I had received payment for ground which had been
embraced in certain avenues dedicated of record to public use., but never so used and not
likely to be within the life-time of our youngest children; and because of this alJeged er~
ror it was claimed that I should pay the examiner's fees which I think amounted to between
$200. and $SOO. and they were charged to me accordingly. It was certainly known to the
President's counsel that my title to Mr Hughes' interest in these lands was acquired at administrator's sale which of course could not affect the dower of Mrs Hughes. I undertook
to relinquish to the President the interest acquired by me from Mr Hughes' estate.nothing more. I am as unwilling now as 1 was three years ago to have any Controversy
with the President; but before submitting to further sacrifices I desire that he shall fully
understand the fac:ts that I may have the benefit of his own clear j udgment in the premises. I have gone thus fully into detail because ofmy unwillingness to be prejudiced in the
estimation of either Mr Dent or the President to whom I am convinced that I have been
grossly misrepresented. Knowing that you General will represent me fairly I desire that
you make this explanation to the President and assure him that ifin anything whatever he
thinks my conduct liable to ce11sure J will be glad to proceed with you to Washington at
an early day, where bya personal interview with Mr D ent and the President I pledge myselfto the satisfaction of all reasonable requirements from either.'" ALS, USG S.
On Jan. 18, USG had written to Charles W. Ford. "When I go out to St. Lou.is I think
I will conm1ence suit against Burns even without hope of receiving anything, but to prove
to the public, in a legal way, that he is a rascal not to be trusted, and to secure his removal
from his prese.ot position of trust and profit.... If you thjnk there is the least impropriety in having any other bidder than yourself, or one known to be acting for me, then have
it so. I would not do anything of even doubtful propriety for the land." Schlang Manuscript Co. [1990], no. 8B. On Feb. 1, Ford, St. Louis, wrote to USG. ''Your letter & teleg ram were both receivi;d-1 send herewith a statement. made up by Judge Long of the
sale had on Monday-The total number ofarpents advertized to be sold, in which you had
any interest in, was 58 OS/JOO. You owned in this 26.865 arpe.nts-as your proportionThere was other property advertized & sold, but you had no interest in it-We bid on
Every piece except one, advertized, and I am inclined to believe we should have bid on
that. and should have done so but for Mr Shepley. who thought we wer buying too much& would exceed your interest-You will see that the 68 OSI arpents was valued at $16.241
oo/ of which you owned as your interest 26 865/ ar pents $7.6S7.00. The whole Amt sold
for $12.258.50. Less your interest in the property 6.04!!,62. 6.l!l 5.88 Less the Amt.
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"A.th in lot 39. sold 327.34 Total Amt of purchase $5,888.54 1/s cash-And bal in I & 2
Years Each $1,962,85 Your inst was vald at 7.637,00 It sold for 5.888.54 Less than
valuation by$ L 748.46-We have to pay$ I .962.85. purchase money down-whether there
will be any costs for us to pay-I dont know-but, presume there will. be. This can be adjusted afterwards-This will end the matter-and we all feel it is much better for
you. than tho' you had submitted to the first sale, The property sold cheap enough. so
say all parties-You say your rec:ollection is-that you and Halliday owned '146 arpents
and a fraGtion'. I cannot answer this, and I reckon Mr Shepley is the only person who can,
because he has the papers but, there is no property sold-in which you have any interests-beyond what has been stated to you-" ALS, USG 3.
I. Born in Ind. in 1830, Burnes was a Harvard graduate and lawyer who had lived in

St. Louis since appointment as U.S. attorney by President James Buchanan in 1858. See
PUSG, 20, 165.
2. James M. Hughes, born in Ky. in 1809, practiced law in Liberty, Mo., ser ved as
U.S. Representative from Mo. (1843-45), then settled in St Louis (1855) where he became a banker and president, American Insurance Co. In 1869, Hughes recommended
USG as county engineer ofSt. Louis County and, that same year, his daughter Kate married Burnes. Hughes died in Feb., 1861. See ibid., I, .'149.
3. See ibid., 19, 60-61.
4. See ibid., pp. 228- 29.
.5. Thomas Marshall. born in Ky. in 1831,, had married Hughes's daughter Sa.ra.h h1
186.5, He practiced law in St. Louis before moving to Salt Lake City in 1866 where he became attorney for the Central Pacific Railroad (1869).
6. Samuel T. Glover, St. Louis attorney. See ibid., 20, l.'18-.'19, 14.5-47, 224.
7. Delphy Carlin. See ibid., pp. lS8-S9, 149-60, 278.
8. John R. Shepley, St. Louis attorney and partner of Glover.
9. Probably Albert N. Sterling, attor~ey and land title examiner. See St. Louis Dem.act-al, Feb. 2, 187.'I.

Ordet·
Washington, February 4th 1873
Whereas it is provided by the 16th Article of the treaty of
July 19, 1866, with the Cherokee Indians that "The United States
may settle friendly Indians in any part of the Cherokee Country,
West of 96°, to be taken in a compact form in quantity not eiceeding one hundred and sixty acres for each member of each of said
tribes thus to be settled; the boundaries of each of said districts to
be distinctly marked, and the land conveyed in fee simple to each of
said tribes to be held in common or by their members in severalty
as the United States may decide.
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Said lands thus disposed of to be paid for to t he Cherokee Nation at such price as may be agreed on between the said parties in
interest, subject to the approval ofthe President; and if they should
not agree, then the price to be fixed by the President" ... (See
Statutes at Large vol 14. p 804).
And Whereas, The Great and Little Osage Indians, have been
removed from Kansas, 1 and have been located upon lands in the
Cherokee Country in the Indian Territory, in accordance with the
provisions of the aforesaid treaty and of the Act of Congress approved Joly 15th 1870, (Stats Vol 16. p 362), and of "An Act to
confirm to the Great and Little Osage Indians a Reservation in the
Indian Territory" approved June 5th 1872 (pamphlet Laws 42d
Cong, 2d Sess: p. p. 228-29) which said lands thus set apart for and
confirmed as their reservation are bounded on the East by the (96)
ninety sixth meridian; on the South and West by the North line of
the Creek Country and the main channel of the Arkansas river, and
on the North by the South line of the State of Kansas.
And Whereas it appears by a communication dated the 31st
January 1878, addressed to the Secretary of the Interior by the
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, that several attempts 2
have been, heretofore, made for an agreement between the Osages
and Cherokees for a price to be paid for the lands selected for the
Osages, which attempts uniformly resulted in the total disagreement between them, and that the price should now be fixed by the
President, as provided, in the treaty, in the case of such disagreement between the parties; and, after full and careful consideration,
with a view to an intelligent understanding, of the subject, I Ulysses
S Grant, President of the United States of America, have decided
that the price of the lands selected and set apart for the Osages, as
aforesaid, be fixed at seventy cents per acre, and in pursuance of the
authority conferred upon me by the 16th Article of the Cherokee
treaty of the 19th July 1866, do hereby fix the price of said lands at
seventy cents per acre.

u. s. GRANT
DS (ellipses in original), DNA, RG 75, Orders. On Jan. 12, {873, William P. Ross, Thomas
Vann, and William P. Adair, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "Under an Act of Congress,
approved last Junc, you were authorized to appraise the lands belonging to the Cherokee
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Nation assigned to the Great and Little Osages; Under the Treaty of 1866 a Chcroker
Commissioner was to appraise those lands 1vith a representative of the Tribe. This op•
portunity was never accorded to us. We accepted the Bill which left the appraisement with
you. All that we desire is to state our case before you make your final decision. We understand that the Indian Committee of the House of Representatives, or a sub-committee
thereof, were to examine the Lands and report. They have done so and, we understand,
fixed the price they recommend to you at Sixty five (65) Cents per acre. That land is all of
it worth really one dollar and a quarter per ac:re. It would so sell in the market of the
world. The Supreme Court of the United States has decided, in the Joy Case, that we own
our lands in fee simple. That ours is not an Indian Title but Title by purchase from the
United States. The same Indian Committee of the House, in a Bill that passed the last session for the sale of our 'strip' in Kansas, adjoining the same land, by unanimous vote, fixed
the price at Two dollars pe,-acre. The land in the 'strip' is equal to the poorest of the land
sold to the Osages. The latter people get the rich valley of the Arkansas for ninety miles
as fine land as any in the world. The Osages, to-day, are getting for their land not so good
and held only by Indian Title, one dclla,-& twe11tyfive Cents perac.re. Why then should we
be allowed less? .East of the Osages we sold land, to the Delawares, live years ago, at 011e
dollar per ac,-e. In any event we respectfully request you to decide the price at your earliest
convenience. We are loosing Five Hundred (500) dollars a week of interest-The Osages
have occupied the land for more than a year and the delays have been very expensive to
us-Leaving the matter with entire confidence io your sense ofjustice, ... DS, ibid., Letters Received, Cherokee Agency. On July 7, William A. Phillips, Salina, Kan., wrote to
Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano. "If not already done r have to request that aJI
the funds due the Cherokee Nation at the close of the fiscaJ year,-some $43,000 and upwards-be sent to St. Louis, Mo, and placed subject to the order of Mr Bushyhead, Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation; and that this be done as early as practicable" ALS, ibid. See
PUSG, 20, 100-2, 455-56; ibid., 21, 43S-S5; HED, +2-2-1, part 5, pp. 983-84', 42-S-1,
part r,, I, 428-29; U.S. Statutes at Large, XVII, 228-29; Berlin B. Chapman, •Removal of
the Osage,~ from Kansas," Kansas Historical Quarterly, V lf, 3 and 4 (Aug. and Nov., 1988),
i87-:.I05, 899- 410; William G. McLaughlin, llfter the Trail of Teats: The Cherokees'
Strogglefor Sovereignty, 1839-1880 (Chapel Hill, 1993), pp. 258- 6L
ff

1. On April 24, 1872, "A Lawyer who can see a thing or two," Wichita, had written
to USG. "lfyou want the.support of South Western Ransas You must hurry up and issue
the patents to the settlers on the Osage trust lands.~ AL, ONA, RG 48, Lands and R ailroads Div., Letters Received. On May 9, USG signed a bill allowing settlers to purchase
former Osage land in Kan. See CG, ,~2-2, 2102-3, 2250-51; U.S. Statutes at Large, X Vil,

90-91.

On June 17, 1873, Anonymous, Osage Mission, Neosho County, Kan., wrote to USG.
"Please excuse the boldness which I assume when I attempt to address your self But I wish
to write you concerning the lnterst of South Eastern Kan and your own Interest I ~ believe Viz f live on the Osage ceeded lands Kansas a great many of us have fought hard
Battles In the last war to save. our country came here to get homes by the fnvitation of
congress Some of us have got Pattents to our land When your present sectretary of
Interior has canceled our pattents after they have been signed by your selfe ln Violation
of the act of congress which brought this Land Jnto Markt now bow a railroad grant <..-an
posibly apply to any land until the land Is withdrawn for .that purpose Is more than any
concius man can see The only opinion here Is that the railroad company's have ,Bought
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him to reverce Sec Cox dicision respecting these lands Gen I Beg you In the name of the
people of Kansas In the name of Justice and (n the name of all that is Honorable remove
the present Sec should he conti.nue elttaki1,g our homes from us I fear the consequences
after Having a deed to our homes three years and to then have them grasped from us by
the decisions of an Incompetent officer Is more than we can stand Blood will flow 1 fear
the eitcitement runs very high a light breeze will start It agoing If only his life would be
taken It would not be much loss but Inocent Blood will be spiled l fear and the guilt will
rest on Sec Delaoo·s head remove him for his own sake It may spare his life I wilnot
sign my name for fear of the railroad company putting my land up higher ... PS consult
Mr Lawrence of Ohio he nows our case• AL, DNA, RG 48, Lands and Railroads Div., Letters Received. On Sept. 2, Governor Thomas A. Osborn of Kan. wrote to USG. "On the
!!9th day of September 186.5, a treaty was concluded between the United States and the
Great and Little Osage Tndians, and proclaimed by the President on the 21st day of January 1867. By its terms there was ceded to the United States a tr-dct ofland fifty miles in
length and thirty miles in width, situated in the counties of Neosho, Labette, Montgomery, and Wilson, in the State of Kansas. This body ofland, comprising nearly one million of acres, is among the best in the west; and was, very soon after the conclusion of the
treaty, and even before its ratification, extensively settled upon, and within two years there
was scarcely a quarter section vacant. The Settlers upon these lands are composed, very
largely, of Soldiers of the late Union Army, who went there, supposing that they were
subject to the Preemption and Homestead Jaws of the United States, and that upon the
proclamation of the treaty, and after the completion of the necessary prerequisites, they
could enter them, the same as any other of the public lands. The terms of the treaty, however, forbade this. Mat1y supposed the conditions of the treaty forbidding preemption and
homestead entries would not operate as a repeal pro tan to of the laws of Congress upon
this subject: others expected to purchase so soon as the Secretary of the Interior should
open them to the market. All, however went vigorously to work; built their houses; put
out their orchards, and improved their farms in the confident assurance and belief that
they could purchase the lands at the government price; or at the most, at but a slight advance over it. In the year 1868 the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Ra.ilroad Company, and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway Company, located the lines of their
roads, respectively, through this tract of land; then and now known as the 'Osage Ceded
District.' Soon after this location, 11pplication was made t9 the Inter ior Department by
these railroad companies to withdraw the lands within the twenty mile limits of each of
said located lines, from sale, entry or preemption, on the grounds that their respective
grants. (March 3rd 186S, and July 26th 1866,) embraced them. The withdrawal was made,
and as the railroad Companies had not received their full compltement upon other portions of their lines, these lands were claimed to make up such deficiencies; taking, l apprehend, between Six and seven thousand acres. The occupants of these lands, thus finding themselves at the mercy of these railroad companies, applied to Congress for relief.
That body very promptly acted, and on the 10th day of April l 869 passed a joint resolution which proyided, that any bona fide settler having the qualifications of preemption,
mi,ght e(n] ter the lands- both odd and even sectjons-but limited its operation to two
years from the date of the act. Under this resolution some fifteen or sixteen hundred entries were made-the money paid, and the law of Congress regulating preemption entries, in all thihgs observed and obeyed. But want of means, the restrictions as to time,
and other impediments prevented the larger number from making such entries. Within
the past year the Secretary of the Interior, upon applioatioo of these railroad companies,
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has vacated the.'ie entries to the number of two or three hundred, more or less, and holds,
as I am informed, that all of them are void as against the railway companies, notwithstanding the Joint Resolution of Congress, before mentioned. This act of the Interior D epartment has caused great apprehension and consternation among these people; who have
paid their money; built houses and fences and otherwise improved their farms upon the
plighted faith of the Government of the United States.. . ." LS, ibid. On Jan. 26, I 874, Kan,
Senator W L. Simons and four others telegraphed to USG. "We the undersigned Senators
& representatives on the osage ceded lands Kansas respectfu\ly request that you instruct
the Atty Gen! to suspend any act ion in regard to the Commencement oflegal proceedings
to test the validity of land grants claimed by the Leavenworth Lawrence & Galveston &
Missouri Kansas & Texas R. R Co to the osage ceded lands in Kansas till Congress acts
upon t he Memorial of the legislature of the state already passed & forwarded in reference
to sa.id land the order just issued by t he Atty Genl instructing the Dist Atty for Kansas
to commence legal pr·oceedings Is not Sl!tisfactory to the settlers CounciJ" Telegram received (on Jan. 27, at l:4li A,M.), ibid., RG 60, Letters Received, Kan. On Feb. 2, Simons
and four others again telegraphed to USG. "We desire to withdraw the request contained
in our telegram of January twenty sixth and ask that the District Attorney for Kansas go
on with the suits as originally ordered by the Attorney General,'' Telegram received (on
Feb. s), ibid., Letters from the President. See HMD, 4S - l-lSS.
2. On May 27, 1871, USG had endorsed a letter of March 27 from Delano concern•
ing the Osage land purchase. "I do hereby fix the price of the lands inclosed in the tract
described in the within letter of the Secretary of the Interior at fifty cents per acre:· ES.
DNA, RG 75, Orders. On March 6, Isaac T. Gibson, agent, Neosho Agency, Washington,
D. C.1 had written to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker.", .. The Osages offer t he Cherokee Nation $0.25 pr. acre for this land-The Cherokee Nation refuse to take
less than $1.25 pr. acre for any of their lands west of the 96°, therefore the Osages desire
the President to set the pr ice-" ALS, ibid., Letters Received, Neosho Agency.
On May 29, Ada.ir and Clement N. Vann, Washington, 0 . C., wrote to USG. "Having been informed, t hat the question of disposing of the Cherokee lands west of 96°, W. L,
and south of S7° North Lat itude, will soon be. ifjt has not already been submitted to you
for final action, we very respectfully, ask leave to submit, to you, for your consideration a
copy of the correspondence. on this important subject, between Hon. C. Delan o, Secretary of the Interior, Hon James Harlan, Chairman of the U. S. Senate Indian Committee,
and the Cherokee Delegation, herewith submitted. Without meaning-any disrespect to
the Hon Secretary, who we are satisfied, is our good friend, and has none but good intentions towards us, we would respectfully, invite your special attention, to the communication of Senator Harlan, to the Hon. Secretary. which substancially endorses, the essest ial
points, that we have made, and is far more thorough and searching in its correct bearing
on the case, according to its legal status and t rue merits, than we have been able to be. This
doubtless, is due to the fact that by his official, position and duties, during the last several years, he has been in direct, contact with the Indian question, and has been under the
official necessity of studying it, thoroughly in all of its ramifications, and especially, this
Chrokee question-since fftt! he made our Treaty of 1866, and has had It& more, or less,
to do, in making t he Treatjes between the Government, and Commanchee, Kiowa, Chi an,
Arapaho-apachces, and other Indians, r efered to in our letter to him, He, therefore
ought to understand, the true spirit and intent of all of these Treaties-and their relative
bearing to each other and to our ~
treaty of 1866. The views that he has expressed.
that it would be 'roou s11', in the settlement of this question, to he guided alone by the
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Cherokee Treaty of 1866, as if subsequent, or Contemporoneous Indian Treaties had bun
made, /ouching the same subject., appear to us to be clearly warranted by the publii; action
of the Government itself, over four years ago-on the same subject. This, idea, that all
these Treaties, bearing 11por1 this question, should be taken TOGETHER, in its settlement, appears to us both just and legal, and bespeaks a frank generosity, that can injure no party in
intere.st; for, what were these Treaties, made, with the, Commanchees, Kiowas, Arapohoes,
Chians, Apachees, and other Indians lffllffl!-and put in the statutes of the United States
as law, if they are not to be used? We are not prepared to believe, that the great Government, of the United States, has meant to stultify itselfl in th.is matter! Senator Harlan says
in his Jetter,~ that it is of no use or reason to consult those 'pauper Indians of the plai11s,
as to the price of the Cherokee lands sold to them. The Government took the same, identical view of this same question, when it made and ratified the Treaties with the Indians
refered to, so that, in spite of our protests at the tjme, the. Government, omitted in said
Treaties to stipulate, with these Indians, any thing, as to the price, the Cherokees, were to
get for the lands in question.-Why did not the Government, consult, these India[ns] a5
to the 'price' of these lands, when it treated with them? To this question, there can be but
one answer, and that was .given by Senator Harlan, in his letter, to the Hon Secretary,
viz-. that it was ,wt necessary because those ·pauper Indians not being able to pay for t he
lands, were not the 'par ties in interest,' as to their 'price', with.in the meaning of our
Treaty of 1866. It was evidently the idea of the Government, at that time, in not letting
the Cherokees and these Indians agree, as to the 'price' of the lands, that the President
would control that matte1; 1mder his duty, prescribed by the last clause of the 16th Article of
our Treaty of 1{!66-, quoted by Senator Harl3ll; and wit.h that view-the matter of'pricing' the lands, doubtless was left open to be disposed of by the President, as suggested by
Senator Harlan-. If the President ha~ not the power to pri,ce these lands, then in view of
the Treaties, refered to, we would ask what other authority, has any right to price them?
And since the Government has taken all the lands i11 question, in ~ a body from the
Chetokce[s], and sold them, to these. other Indians, we think it not unreasonable in us, to
request, that they should Mi also be 'priced' in a body. The Government has created the
situation, 11'116 we t-lttntt agai11st our repeated remonstrance;~ and it can not -in our opinion
shriTlk or retreat from that situation now without, n1a11ifest, disregard of its good faith,and very great wrong to lhe Cherkees. If the Government after taking the lands from the
Cherokees, shift the Indians, that were originally designed to be located on them, from
place to place, elsewhere, or even ou.st these lndjans from the lands, as it has the Cherokees, that fact in our opinion, affords ~ no argument, to Rob the Cherokees out of their
pay for the lands; for we are not prepared to believe that the Government, will act wrongfully towards the Cherkees, and then under cover of its power, take advatage of that
wrong-to the great injury ofthe Cherokees. A Guardian that would cripple its ward, and
with its power, bind it hand aJ1d foot, to stifle it out of its just rights, the Courts of this
Country, would view with great suspicion-. We hope for better things, Mr President.
We look to you as our FA:rHER and PROTECTOR, and we rely upon you, with that implicit
confidence that a helpless child has in a parent, that has been always kind; and we feel that
our trust will not be in vain, because your impulses and actions towards our unfortunate
race, have ever been noble and generous; and we feel also that your GREAT NAME will 11ever
be tarnished by an unkind act, towards a poor people, striken with a long .retie$ ofcalamitiesand who arc now at your mercy. We therefore, appeal to you, Mr President, to price, all
the lands in question, that our people may be paid for them without any further delay, ...
P. S; Respecting the price of the lands in question, we would respectfully inform your Ex-
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cellency, that we have reasons to believe, that some officials favor the idea, t hat these lands
intended for the Osage Indians, should be priced at fifty cents, per, acre-If such is the
case, under the unwarranted assumption, that any one but your Excellency, has the right to
price these lands we are at a great loss to see, how it is possible to allow but 50 cents per
acre for these lands, immediately west of 96°, (the cream of the Indian Territory) when by
the Treaty of 1867, between the Govt., and the Cherokees and the Delawares, these identical lands, were bought by the Delawares, at $1 00, per acre-supposing they were east
of 96°-until after the late survey offhe line, threw them west of 96°-and the same lands
are to go now t o the Osages, and the Delawares are to be mo~ed from them-to give way
to the Osages.-Moreover, the 'Cherkee Strip', and the Osage lands, in Kansas, inw1ediatelyjoining the lands in question, ftft¥e and i,iferiorto them, have been priced at $1.25 per
acre. The lands in question, being almost surrounded, at two angles, by inferior lands, that
have been priced at $1 00. to $1 25. per a c r e ~ ~ ~ lhe1Hsel, es & and
themselves having been already priced in 1867-at $1 00-per acre-; we can not understand, by what logic, or force of cirwmsta11ces, theM!y ~ . ~ could possibly depreciate, in value-011e h1mdred per ce11t, (to be worth only 50 cents per acre) whilst all the
other lands in that vicinity have, gone upward in value- . The DeJawares gave tus
$1 00. per acre for these lands in 1867-and no one can truthfully deny that they have
since 1867, greatly enhanced in value. The osages got $ 1 25 per acre for their lands in
Kansas-and if they get the Cherkee lands at .50 cents per acre-allowing them the estimate stated by the Interior Department (560.000 acres- ) -, they will therby make off
of the CHEROKEES a 11eat profit of $420.000-. besides getting a better home than they
left- . Is that fair? We do not think Mr President, that your well ballanced mind and
REAR~will allow, the robbing of one innocent Indian, to enric.h, another. We have been
llind to the Osages, and have given them shelter-when their friends, who seem now to
sympathize with them, had kicked them out of doors-. All we want is fair play-, and we
put our trust in your well-established disposition to be fair and honest; with every body
and all classes of people," DS, Gilcrease Institute, Tulsa, Okla. On May 2~, U.S. Senator
James Harlan of Iowa had written to Adair and Clement Vann. "T received your letter of
the 22nd instant requesting me to assist you, in bringing to the attention of the Executive. the g reat injustice, which the Cherokee Nation of Indians is suffering on account of
the delay of t he appraisement, of ·the lands west of the 96th degree, west longitude. In
reply I enclose a letter, addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, which you are at liberty
to present:' Copy, ibid.
In (Feb. J 873], Nick kah wah shin ton kah and many other~ petitioned USG. "The undersigned, the Governor,~ Chiefs and Head men, in part, of the Great & Little Osage
Tribe of Jndia11s,-respectfully ask of you, a consideration of the following Statement of
facts,-and that you will interpose your Strong arm to prevent the consummation of a
great wrong to them and to their ch.ildren. In the year 1868, certain Rail Road parties,
made a contract with the Osages,-or a part of them-for the purchase of their lands
in Ka nsas, at an almost nominal price. By what means such a conl'r:act--or seemingcontract was obtained, it is unnecessary now to recite; but realizing how homeless and
destitute it would make us., we anxfously desired that the contract might be rtjected by
the Government. While kno,ving that we ourselves were powerle.ss, and yet in extreme~(
need of help, Some able and distinguished Cherokees presented themselves,- Col Adair,
Col Van, Boudinot & others; they were, to us, great men, having almost llillimited power
at Washington. We made an agreement, that if through them, the R.R. contract was re-
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jected by the U. S Senate, they might Sell our lands, .and have one half of the excess over
the R. R price, for their Services. The contract with the Rail Road was rejected: But our
Agent and Superintendent told us, 'that the Cherokees, named above, had no iJ1fluence in
the matter,' that our Great Father and the Senate, needed no prompting to do So just an
act'. 1n fact, at the time of the Treaty in 1870, when our lands we.re ceded,-Col Van
handed the contract to our Governor Saying 'they had rendered no Service, and made no
charge.' It was taken by the Governor and torn up. And now, in this year,-in February J873- comes Col Van and Col Adair, and at a remote point on our Reservation,-on
Bird creek- have a council with part of the Tribe: not a chief, counsellor or Head man of
the Little Osages, nor leading Half-Breed, being present. The methods employed by these
Cherokees, at this Secret Council, to obtain Something like a r esurrection of their former
contract, are known to us. They have been used at the gathering of the t r ibe-just overto Secure an apparent ratification of the nefarious Bird creek transaction,-and to our
great injury in other matters, as well. These men presented themselves, as of our own
Race: having for us a warm love, and a deep interest in our prosperity. This, with the
knowledge that they were educated and able men, gave them great influence with our
people. We have had Serious trouble with the Wichita [odians ree<:.ntly. Growing out of a
crime committed by some of our young men, deplored and condemned by the whole
Tribe. The Agent of the Witchitas,- and our Agent and Superintendent wished us to
Surrender the guilty parties to the Govt authorities: But our friends-Col Van and Col
Adair, claiming entire knowledge, told us that there 'was no law for Such Surtender,-and
that it was gratuitous interference on the part of the Agents to ask ir.' Ifin this matter we
seemed to disregard the wishes of Govt let the responsibility rest where it belongs. But;
their zealous championship in this Irouble, added to their claims upon us. In the mean time
they plied us by every means, day and night, to obtain the ratification they were seeking.
Council after Council was called by the.m,-our own business was neglected and run hito
confusion; payment was delayed nearly two weeks: Until, restless and worn out by their
importunities,-and not realizing the magnitude of the fraud,-So.me of our people
Signed, as they Say, Solely to get rid of them. Others were wrought upon differently. The
Cherokees represented that they had 'promised large Sums to leading men at Washington,-that they had shown their contract with the Osages to convince tl1ese men of their
ability to pay such Sums; that it W3$ solely by that means they had prevented the ratification of the R. R. oontract,-that it would be bad faith to the distinguished men at
Washington Senators & others to repudiate; and further, that they had promised almost
the entire amounr, very little would be leftro themselves.' Some of us therefore Signed the
ratification out of gratitude to our zealous and unselfish friends, to Save them from the
Odium of broken promises made in our behalf. Others were made to believe, that these
Cherokees could go to law, and recover nearly one half our entire worth present and prospective; But that they, out of the love they bore us, would generously accept the pittance
of two hundred and thirty thousand dollars, and relieve us from fears of confiscation and
poverty. Add to these, names on the paper without the knowledge or consent of their owners, and you have briefly, the facts in the case. We desire to pay these friends of ours liberally, for all Service they rendered us; But now, we, representing by right the whole of
the Little Osages, and in part every band of the Great,-and the leading Half Breeds,do enter this, our most Solemn Protest, against the recognition or consummation of this
monstrous fraud that is being attempted upon us. And in the name of.Justice,-and by our
hopes of Seeing our children grow into civilized and educated citizens,-We appeal to
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you, our great father, to protect us from the machinations of able and unscrupulous men
who are Seeking to devour us...." OS (most by mark), ibid. See HED, 43-1- t, part 5, I,
685-86, 59S. On Oct. 20, 1875, Adair, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to make the following statement of facts which are matters of public record, i. e.On the 27th day of May, 1868, the Great & Little Osage Narion of Indians concluded a
Treaty with the United States, by which they sold all of their lands in the State of Kansas
(over 8.000.000 of acres) to a Railroad Company for one million six hundred thousand
dollars ($1 .600.000.) Ofthis sum one hundred thousand dollars ($I 00.000) was to be paid
in cash, and the remainder in bonds of the Company bearing 5 per oent. interest per annum. The Osage Indi;ms became dissatisfied with tbe terms of this Treaty, and, in February, 1869, employed C. N. Vann and myself as their Attorneys to represent to the Government their objections to the Treaty, and ask its rejection by the United States. We
accordingly appeared as the Attorneys for the Osage Nation, and represented their case
before the Department of the Interior, the Indian Committees in Congress and the President of the United States, and, in 1870, the Treaty of 1868 was withdrawn by the President from the Senate, and an act passed Congress, which was approved by the President
July 15, 18'70, directing that the lands of the Osage Indians in Kansas be sold by the General Land Office, for the benefit of the Osages, at one dollar and twenty five cents ($J.25)
per acre-i. e., for $10.000.000. The approval of t he act of 1870 was the consummation
of the work for which we were employed... : Copy, DLC-Charles Ewing. Adair pressed
a claim for payment due from the Osages. See HRC, 44-2-186.

To John Hoey
[Feb. 5, I 873
In my last letter . .. 1 forgot to answer as to whether I still proposed to make the Southern tour; If there is not a March term of
Congress I do propose making the trip spoken of when you were
here. It is not probable that there will be a March term, though it is
possible one may become necessary. l hope not. The only thing l
have to add ... is whether it would be convenient to make arrangements for taking Mrs. Grant and the ladies of the Cabinet at the
same] time. I do not know that they will desire to go, or whether it
will be desirable to take them under any circumstances, but I make
the enquiry in advance before broaching the subject.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Hoey, Miss Josy and your sons.
Yours very Truly

u. s. GRANT
ALs (incomplete facsimile), Jefferson Rarities, no. !.!18.
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Veto
To THE HousE OF REPRESENTAT1VES:
[ have the honor to return herewith H. R. 2852 entitled, "An act
for the relief of James A. McCullah, late Collector of the fifth district of Missouri," without my approval, for the following reasons;
It is provided in Section 34 of the act of June so, 1 864, as amended
by the act of July 1s, 1866, "That it shall be proved to the .satisfaction of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue that due diligence
was used by the Collector, who shall certify the facts to the First
Comptroller."
This Bill should it become a law clearly excuses Mr McCullah,
late Collector, from showing that he used due diligence for the collection of the taxes in question while the lists remained in his hands.

u. s. GRANT
EXECUTIVE MANSION

FEBY. 8TH 1873
Copy, DNA, RG 1so, Messages to Congress. HED, 42-S-194; SMD, 49-2- SS, 385. On
Feb. S, 1875, John W. Douglass, commissioner oflnternal Revenue, wrote to Secretary of
the Treasury George S. Boutwell providing text incorporated into USG's veto. LS, ON~.
RG 56, Letters Received. Oo Oct. 22, 1866, James A. McCullah (or McCuUoh) had been
removed as collector of Inter nal Revenue, 5th District, Mo. The vetoed bill would have
excused $7,814.19 remaining on his account after fires destroyed assessment lists. See CG.
4!2-2, S660;

HRC, 42- 2 -77, 42-2-78, M!-1-487 .

Veto
To THE SENATE or THE U NITED

STATES:

I return herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill, No 161,
entitled "An Act for the Relief of those suffering from the Destruction of Salt Works near Manchester, Kentucky, pursuant to the Order of Major General Carlos Buell."
All the objections made by me to the bill for the relief of
J. Milton Best, and also of the East Tennessee University, apply
with equal force to this bill.
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According to the official report of Brigadier General Craft
[Cruft], by whose immediate command the property in question
was destroyed, there was a large Rebel force in the neighborhood
who were using the salt works, and had carried away a considerable
quantity of salt, and were preparing to take more, as soon as the
necessary transportation could be procured; and he further states,
"that the leaders of the Rebellion calculated upon their supply of salt
to come from these works," and that, in his opinion, their destruction was a military necessity. I understand him to say, in effect, that
the salt works were captured from the Rebels, that it was impracticable to hold them, and that they were demolished so as to be of no
further use to the enemy.
I cannot agree that the owners of property destroyed under
such circumstances, are entitled to compensation therefor from the
United States. Whatever other view may be taken of the subject,
it is incontrovertible that these salt works were destroyed by the
Union Army while engaged in regular military operations, and that
the sole object of their destruction was to weaken, cripple or defeat
the armies of the so-called Southern Confederacy.
I am greatly apprehensive that the allowance of this claim could,
and would, be construed into the recognition of a principle binding
the United States to pay for all property which their military forces
destroyed in the late war for t he Union. No liability by the Government to pay for property destroyed by the Union forces in conducting a battle or siege, has yet been claimed; but the precedent proposed by this bill, leads dfrectly and strongly in that direction; for
it is difficult upon any ground of reason or justice to distinguish
between a case of that kind and the one under consideration. Had
General Craft and his command destroyed the salt works by shelling out the enemy found in their actual occupancy, the case would
not have been different in principle from the one presented in this
bill. What possible difference can it make in the rights of owners or
the obligations of the Government, whether the destruction was in
driving the enemy out, or in keeping them out, of the possession of
the salt works?
This bill does not present a case where private property is taken
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for public use, in any sense of the Constitution. It was not taken
from the owners, but from the enemy; and it was not then used by
the Government, but destroyed. Its destruction was one of the casualties of war; and though not happening in actual conflict, was
perhaps as disastrous to the Rebels as would have been a victory in
battle.
Owners of property destroyed to prevent the spread of a conflagration, as a general rule, are not entitled to compensation therefor; and for reasons equally strong, the necessary destruction of
property found in the hands of the public enemy, and constituting a
part of their military supplies, does not entitle the owner to indemnity from the Government for damages to him in that way.
I fully appreciate the hardship of the case, and would be glad if
my convictions of duty allowed me to join in the proposed relief. But
I cannot consent to the doctrine which is found in this bill, as it seems
to me, by which the National Treasury is exposed to all claims for
property injured or destroyed by the Armies of the United States in
the late protracted and destructive war in this country.

u. S.GRANT
EXECUTIVE MANSION,

FEBRUARY 11, 1878.
OS, DNA, RG 46, Presidential Messages. SED, 42-S-42. On Feb. 6, 1873, Secretary of
War William W. Belknap wrote to USG. al have the honorto return the Act (S. 161) for
the rele.if of those suffering from the destruction in 1862 of the Goose Creek Salt works
near Manchester, Ky., pursuant to the order of Major General Buell, and to report that all
the papers in thls case were sent to the Committee on Claims of the United States Senate,
by this Department on the 10th June, 1870. No action has been taken by this Department
upon the report of the Commissioner, referred to in the preamble of this act, other than
to forward the papers to Cong.ress. The papers having been referred to tbe Judge Advocate Gener:\!, he reported that 'there is no doubt but that indemnity should be made by the
Government to the owners of the property destroyed' adding 'the claimant must seek
releiffrom Congress or before the Court of Claims."' Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters Sent,
Military Affairs. Sec O.R., I, xvi, part I, I J48-6S; ibid., part 2, 627-28, 6':lt.
On Feb. 7, Robert S. Hale, agent, Mixed Commission on American and British
Claims, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "Mr. Luckey, assistant Secretary, submits to
me an act for the relief of those suffering from the destructiou of salt works in Kentucky
by order of Major Gen. Buell, and requests my examination of the same, and that I advise
you whether the approval of the act will establish a precedent which may embarrass this
Commission. In answer, I beg to state that I have examined the act and the printed letter
from the Secretary of War covering the testimony taken in regard to the claim and the
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report of Mr William P. Thomasson, Commissioner, upon the same. From this examination I am of opinion that the enactment of this law at the present t ime might be co{lstrued into an unfortunate precedent for the United States before this Commission. l have
earnestly opposed, before this Commission, the allowance of any claims for property destroyed by the United States armies for the purp(?se of weakening the resoun;e.s of the
rebels or preventing the property from falling into their hands. Thus far, no awards for
property so destroyed have been made by the Commission against the U. S. If, however,
Congress should establish the precedent proposed by this act, of paying for property so
destroyed, especially with the full and distind recitals contained in this act ofthe grounds
on which such aJlowance is made, as being for property destroyed to prevent it from
falling into the hands of the rebels, I have, I think, good reason to fear that this Commission might adopt the same rule and make awards against the U.S. for property of British
subjects destroyed under similar circumstances, C)airns are pending before this Commission for property so destroyed to the amount of many millions of dollars, and the injury
to the U.S. by the establishment of such a precedent mjght therefore be very great. The
fact that the property in question was situated in a State not in rebellion, might possibly
be considered a-s distinguishing this case from most of those of British claimants where
the property was situated within the rebellious States; but l doubt whether such a distinction would be recognized by this Commission, and am certainly unwilling to risk it if it
can be avoided. Again, the act in question, though rejecting the claim for anticipated
profits from salt to have been produced but for the destruction, allows in the different
cases various sums amounting in all to $1!,600-for deterioration of furnaces and fixtures
by non-usage, clearly a remote and not a direct item of damages and of the charact er not
hjtberto aUowed by this Commission; in this respect also I deem the act as constituting a
very unsafe precedent. I respectfully submit that the probable loss to the U. S. in consequence of such a precedent, is so far out of proportion to the loss of the claimants by the
failure to pass the bill, as to constitute a oontroJling reason why the act should not become
a law.n LS, DNA, RG ISO, Messages to Congress. On Feb.. 8, Orville E. Babcock wrote to
Attorney Gen. George H. Williams. "The President directs me to forward you the enclosed bi!l-S. 161-'An Act for the relief of those suffering from the destruction of the
Salt works near Manchester, Kentuckey, pursuant to the orders ofMajor General Carlos
Buell,' together with the data accompanying it, and to request you to have prepared a veto
message teturniJ1g it to the Senate. The President desires that you will collsider Judge
Hale's communication as confidential, and return it to this office with the bill and message."
Copy, DLC-USG, ll, 1, See Vetoes, June 1, 1872, Jan. 29, 187.'I; CG, 41!-2, 2258-59,
••2-.'I, 694-97.

Endorsement
The writer of this note is a graduate of West Point who I knew
well for four years as a Cadet, and for a number of years afterward
as a Lieut. in the same regiment with myself After resigning from
the Army he served eight years as examiner of patents and can, no
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doubt, pass any examination for that position again, beside giving
references for capacity &c.

u. s. GRANT
F EB.Y 13TH /73
AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of
Feb. 18, 1873, from James L. Henry, Washington, D. C., to USG. " f respectfully solicit the
appointment ofSecretary to the 'Alabama Claims Commission,' and should it be agreeable
to you to confer it, no effo rt on my part to deserve the favor, shall ·be wanting" ALS, ibid.
No appointment followed. Henry, who resigned as principal examiner of patents in I 86 1,
farmed in Prince Georges County, Md.
On March 11, 1874, Henry, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "Within II'! months,
rapid changes, due to a concurrence of calamitous circumstances, have reduced me to a
state (from wealth to poverty) which hardly any change can render woi;se-But so long
as a man's honor & reputation remain untainted, he should not despair-I will gladly return to my old home (only left at a womans behest) if it be agreeable to you to confer upon
me a paymastership in the Army-& you shall never regret it." ALS, ibid., RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. USG endorsed this letter. "Sec. War" A.E (undated),
i'bid. No appointment followed.

To Adolph E. Borie
Washington D. C. Feb.y 1s tb 1873,
MY DEAR MR. Boarn:
Hearing of your illness, I, some days ago, wrote to Mrs. Borie
asking if she and you would not come down and spend a few days, or
as long as you pleased, and recupurate and get well again. But before
the fflMail went out I rec'd, your letter in relation to Mr. Gibson,
and concluded there was vitality enough left to resist the impudence
of a man writing to another's wife as to his health and condition. I
did not send the letter to Mrs. Borie, so you need not upbraid her
with corresponding with gentlemen, without authority. But if you
do not take good care of yourself, and listen to her good advice, and
come down sometime and see me when you want relief, I will conduct such a correspondence, and in such a way that you will think it
very serious. D'ont tell any one that I am so threatning; because I
want to find out every one in their true character, and if they know
that others were watched as closely as you are they would be on
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their guard, and deceive me. I know you must take care of yourself,
avoid excitement, be quiet for a time, and then you will be well and
yourself once more.
If you and Mrs. Borie care to come down here at the inauguration we will have room for you then. I have no company invited for
that time except my sister, Mrs. MH. Cramer.
Your friend Gibson's business was easily fixed, and justly so
too, so that [ hope he went home fully satisfied so far as this end of
the line is conserned: He should not have had any trouble from the
begining.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Borie, your mother, your brothers
family, and other friends.
Yours Very Truly,

u. s. GRANT
ALS, Gilder Lehrman Collection, NNP. On Feb. 22, 1873, USG wrote to Adolph E. Borie.
"lam very sorry and much more so because it is your health principally that prevents. The
Springtime, now near at hand, l trust will speedily restore you to your full vigor; and that
we will see much of you the coming Summer. Mrs. Grant and Nellie send their love. , . I
have given up my proposed southern trip." The Collector, No. 692, Jan., 1950, D332;
Parke-Bernet Sale, Oct. 13, 1964, no. 1.52.
On Feb. 11, Borie, Philadelphia, had written to USG. ul am becoming a perfect
plague to you! The enclosed is from a niece of Admiral Dupont, nee Shubrick an intimate
friend of my sister's, so thnt I cannot well refuse to send it, but have told her there must
be insuperable difficulties in the way if the letter of Mrs Adi Dupont has been of no avail.
I am about the same in health." ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, C4o6 CB 1868. Enclosed is a letter of Feb. 10 from Gabrielle J. S. Crofton, Philadelphia, to Borie. ''Your sister Josephine
tolcl me some months ago, that you were willing to seoond any application made to the
President to put Major Crofton on duty in this Department-.. ." ALS. ibid On Feb. 7.
Sophie M. DuPont, "Louvicrs near Wilmington, Del," had written to USG. "Pn·vate . . •
Mrs Crofton, the niece ofmy husband the late Admiral DuPont, has asked me urgently
to request one of your personal friends wllo was also a friend of Admiral DuPont, to appeal to you ill her behalf. I do not feel more authorized to address this .g entleman than
to address you, Mr President; and I think if I must for her sake do a presumptuous act,
I had better take the straightforward course of writing to yourself. My niece, the wife of
Major H. E. Crofton 17th lnfantry, came from Oakotah last summer with her little children to see her aged mother (widow of the late Capt Irvine Shubrick of the U. S. Navy)
who had been suffering a long illness. Her husband was going on the Yellow Stone expedition at the time-and on his return obtained a leave of absence to come for her. But the
condition of Mrs Crofton's health will not permit her to travel before next summer. Under these circumstances she is very anxious her husband should be placed on duty h, the
Department offhe East for six months; but their friends inform them this can be done by
no one but yourself: She therefore urges me to ask your friend to solicit of you this favor
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for her-which instead, I now ask of yourself, Mr President, ifit he consistent with your
duty,-to have Major R. E. Crofton, 17th Infantry placed on duty in the Department of
the East for six months, with permission to reside in Philadelphia. Should this act of kind
consideration be in your power, you would greatly relieve the young mother, and oblige
one }Vho feels she has taken a _great liberty in asking it of you." ALS, ibid.; ADfS, Hagley
Museum & Library, Wilmington, Del.

To Congress
To THE SENATE AND HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES:

I consider it my duty to call the attention ofCongress to the condition of affairs in the Territory of Utah and to the dangers likely
to arise ifit continues during the coming recess from a threatened
conflict between the Federal and Territorial authorities.
No discussion is necessary in regard to the general policy of
Congress respecting the Territories of the United States and I only
wish now to refer to so much of that policy as concerns their judicial affairs and the enforcement oflaw within their borders.
No material differences are found in respect to these matters
in the Organic Acts of the Territories, but an examination of them
will show that it has been the invariable policy of Congress to place
and keep their civil and criminal jurisdiction, with certain limited
exceptions, in the hands of persons nominated by the President
and confirmed by the Senate, and that the general administration
of justice should be as prescribed by Congressional enactment.
Sometimes the power given to the Territorial Legislatures has been
somewhat larger and sometimes somewhat smaller than the powers
generally conferred. Never however have powers been given to a
Territorial legislature inconsistent with the idea that the general
judicature of the Territory was to be under the direct superyjsion of
the national government.
Accordingly the organic law creating the Territory of Utah
passed September, ninth, 1850, provided for the appointment of a
Supreme Court t he judges of which are judges ofthe District Courts,
a Clerk, Marshal I and an Attorney/ and to these Federal officers is
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confided jurisdiction in all important matters; but, as decided recently, by the Supreme Court the Act requires the jurors to serve in
these Courts, to be selected in such manner as the Territorial legislature sees _fit to prescribe. It bas undoubtedly been t he desire of
Congress, so far as the same might be compatible with the supervisory control of the Federal government, to leave the minor details
connected with the administration of law to regulation by local
authority; but, such a desire ought not to govern when the effect
will be, owing to the peculiar circumstances of the case, to produce
a conflict between the Federal and Territorial authorities, or to impede the enforcement of law, or in any way to endanger the peace
and good order of the Territory.
Evidently, it was never intended to entrust the Territorial legislature with power which would enable it by creating judicatures
of its own, or increasing the jurisdiction of courts appointed by
Territorial authority, although recognized by Congress to take the
administration of the law out of the hands of the judges appointed
by the President, or to interfere with their action.
Several years of unhappy experience makes it apparent that in
both of these respects the Territory of Utah requires special legislation by Congress
Public opinion in that Territory, produced by circumstances too
notodous to require further notice makes it necessary in my opinion, in order to prevent the miscarriage of justice and to maintain
the supremacy of the laws of t he United States, and of the Federal
government, to provide that the selection of grand and petit jurors
for the district courts; if not put under the control of Federal officers; shall be placed in the hands of persons entirely independent of
those who are determined not to enforce any act of Congress obnoxious to them; and also to pass some act which shall deprive the
Probate Courts or any court created by the Territorial legislature,
of any power to interfere with, or impede the action, of the courts
held by the United States judges.
[ am convinced that so long as Congress leaves the selection of
jurors to the local authorities, it will be futile to make any effort to
enforce laws not acceptable to a majority of the people of t he Ter-
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ritory, or which interferes with local prejudices, or provides for the
punishment of polygamy, or any of its affiliated vices or crimes. s
I presume that Congress in passing upon the subject, will provide all reasonable and proper safe-guards to secure honest and impartial jurors whose verdicts will command confidence, and be a
guaranty of equal protection to all good and law abiding citizens,
and at the same time make it understood that crime cannot be committed with impunity.
I have before said that while the laws creating the several Territories have generally contained uniform provisions in respect of
the judiciary, yet, Congress has occasionally varied these provisions
in minor details, as the circumstances of the Territory affected,
seemed to demand; and in creating the Territory of Utah, Congress
evidently thought circumstances there might require judicial remedies not necessary in other Territories; for by section 9 of the act
creating that Territory, it is provided, that, a writ of error may be
brought from the decision of any judge of the Supreme or District
Courts of the Territory, to the Supreme Court of the United States
upon any writ of habeas corpz,s, involving the question of personal
freedom-a provision never inserted in any other Territorial act
except that creating the Territory of New Mexico.
This extraordinary provision shows that Congress intended to
mould the organic law to the peculiar necessities of the Territory,
and the legislation which [ now recommend is in full harmony with
the precedent thus established.
I am advised that United States Courts in Utah have been
greatly embarrassed by the action of the Territorial legislature, in
conferring criminal jurisdiction and the power to issue writs of
habeas corpus on the Probate courts in the Territory; and by their
consequent interference with the administration ofjustice.
Manifestly, the Legislature of the Territory cannot give to any
court whatever the power to discharge by habeas corpus persons
held by or under process from the courts created by Congress, but,
complaint is made that persons so held have been discharged in that
way by the Probate Courts.
J cannot doubt that, Congress will agree with me that such a
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state of things ought not longer to be tolerated, and that no class of
persons, anywhere, should be allowed to treat the laws of the United
States with open defiance and contempt.
Apprehensions are entertained that if Congress adjourns without any action upon this subject turbulence and disorder will follow,
rendering military interference necessary, a result I should greatly
deprecate, and in view of this, and other obvious considerations, I
earnestly recommend that Congress, at the present session, pass
some act which will enable the District Courts of Utah to proceed
with independence and efficiency in the administration of law and
justice.

u. s. GRANT
EXECUTIVE MANSION
FEBRUARY 14TH

1873

DS, DNA, RG 46, Presidentfal Messages. SED, 42-S-44. See PUSG, 1s, 457; ibid., 211,
205-17; New York Herald, Feb. 2, 14, 187S; HRC, 41-2-21; SMD, 41 - 2 -11 2, 42-2- 118,
4'2~3-73; HED, 42-2-256. For congressional reaction, see CG, 42-S, 1474, 1771-72,
1779-97, 1799-1815, 2128-29.
On Oct. 17, 1872, R. C. Carlton, Salt Lake City, had written to USG. '·Herewith
please find an able Review fhat merits consideration. It is designed for the Territorial
Committees in Congress-. rt proves the great need of Congressional legislation upon our
Jury question. It was written by Judge Hawley of the Supreme Court; but not for circulation, as he does not care to be known as 'its author. Perhaps l am not jusrified in revealing
the fact, without his consent. Belieaving that no harm can come to him by reason thereof
t menlion it oonfidentially to you." ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. The
enclosure, A Review ofthe Decision qf the Supreme Court ofthe United States in the Case of
Clinto11 et al. vs. Englebrecht et al. By a Member ofthe Chicago Bar, is ibid.
On Nov. 7, Governor George L. Woods of Utah Territory wrote to USG. .. Private
... Now that the fight is ended, and the victory won, having tak.en an humble part in tJ,e
contest, I take special pleasure in congratulating you upon the result. Your vindication is
complete and no man in the Republic enjoys your triumph more than f do, Indeed there
can be no more intense enjoyment of your triumph, anywhere, than among the Gentiles
of Utah We now feel that the beginning of the end is at hand. A vigorous and wholesome enforcement of law, here, will in short time bring this entire question to a focus
Before that can be done however, we must have some Legislation. With a law embodying
the principles of the 'Voorhies Bill' of the last Congress, and also the principles of the
· Wheeler Bill,' and one or two other changes of minor importance, we can complete the
work in a short time, in, I think a peaceful manner I do hope that your friends in Congre.ss may see the importance ofdoing Some thing early in the Session Now that you are
re-elected the leaders of the Church are very much frightened; and it is whispered, are
talking, secretly, of resistance, &, even of aggressive movements &c. It is rumored that
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they are secretly making an Armory of t h e ~ Tabernacle preparatory to mischief.1
dont attach any importance to such talk, although i.t came directly from one of Brigham
Youngs Families; and yet on last Sabbath it was a11nounced from the Pulpit that there
would be no more service in the TaberD11cle this winter Before thls the Old Tabernacle
has ever been occupied in the winter. I know not why they abandoned it this ti.me, but that
they so announced it is certain, l wiU keep watch,&, advise you if any developments should
be made. In looki ng over the proceedings of the Territorial Legislature last winter, r find
that I made one mistake to which l call your attention, with the view of having the same
corrected by Congress. l reter to an~ Act which declares that 'the right of Dower shall
not exist in this Territory'. [t ought to exist and I blundered in approving the Bill. It was
signed just at the close of the Session when a large number of very important Bills were
presented to me for consideration and when it was almost impossible for me to properly
consider all. Over twenty came to me during the last four or five hours of the Session, and
as I had w make my work complete before adjournment I necessarily worked rapidlypocketed some, and vetoed others; but blundered on the one r eferred to. I regret it very
much, and hope that Congress will dis approve it l will write to the Chairman of the Judiciary Committees of the. two Houses, and call their attention to it, that they may take
such steps as they make think proper. But I send the Letters, through you so that you 1,,m
examine them, and ifyou di.snpprove, you can withhold them. In the States Dower is abolished, properly enough but not so in Utah. Lawful wives should be protected, together
with their children. Excuse me for mixing private, and official matters in th.is Letter. I will
write you again soon. As I become better rested I find my health improved by my trip
through Nevada.... P. S. I have just recd a private Despatch from Nevada stating that the
Legislature of that State is Republican, the.re being twenty majority on Joint Ballot, thus
insuring a Rep-U. S. S. They are instructed for Hon Jno P. Jones an old personal friend
of mine, a true Republit-an and a man of power I suppose he will be elected. The Legislature meets in January E.i ther Jones or Nye will be the man, & either is good enough."
ALS, USG s. On Oct. 8, Woods had telegraphed to USG. "Called to canvass Nevada &
California. Will you telegraph permission" Copy, DNA, RG 69, Utah Territorial Papers.
On Nov. 20, Henry Sewell, Salt Lake City, wrote to USG. "l congratulated you indirectly, some four years Since from London, on your accession lo the Presidency of the
United. I wrote the letter, addressed to you on that occasion, by my cousin Albert Blest
Gana Chilian Minister then resident in London. As a perfect stranger, I now take the liberty, most directly, in congratulating you on the glorious wipping that Mr Greeley has
received, through the general enthousiasm of the American people in your favor. I am like
my cousin a born Chilian, but of Engli.s h parentage on the fathers side, but a true Republican in my views, and therefore rejoice in your reelection. We hope that your eyes roay be
directed, to this territory immense in its riches of Mineral and other resources I have
resided here nearly two years, and from my past experience in Mining Engineering over
three quarters of the Globe, I can state that tMs territory in Mineral wealth, will surpass
California and Nevada. The resources a.r e immense i.n the shape of ooal M ines, and also
the richest iron mines of the world, which are r eally the t rue foundation for the prosperity of all other metalliferous productions-The Mormon ciuestion is a serious drawback
to the interests of this Territo ry. For it is very h·a rd to be ruled over, by the scum of Europe, in the shape of the most ignorant and brutal class brought out from England, to increase the population, and thereby secure the voting-While there is Mormon rule here,
very few Englishmen will care to become Americ,m citi.zens~lf Bigamists are outlawed
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in other States, I do not see why Polygamists should not also suffer the same penalty,
thereby losing all right to vote. I am well acquainted with Govenor Woods, and judge
McKean, the latter as also the Govenor, and mostly all U S officials are insulted by the
Mormon Press continually, and yet no punishment can be extended to these wholesale debauchers of women-I trust that all your family are in perfect health, and enjorning that
domestic felicity, which I know reigns in your family# ALS, USG 5.
On Feb. 10, J 8751 Joseph Smith, president, Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, Plano, m., wrote to USG. "There is a matter pending in Congress in
which the people I represent, and myself as one ofthat people, are deeply interested; this is
my only excuse for addressing you. Enclosed I transmit a 'Memorial to Congress,' adopted
by us while the 'Cragin Bill' was pending, and which we sent to several, congressmen and
others. This 'Memorial' will explain partially why we deem it necessary to obtrude ourselves upon congressional, or official notice now. Brigham Young and others seek immunity before Congress, for the crimes committed against the moral sense of the nation,
upon the alleged ground that Polygamy is now, and lias bfen, a cardinal feature of the religion of the so called 'Mormon' Church, The people that I have the honor to represent, as
their presiding officer, are so far affected by this allega6on, that should it be assumed by
Congress as any part of the basis upon which legislation with a view to the 'settlement' of
the Mormon Question' is had, they will indirectly be made parties to such allegation against
their earnest and solemn protest; as you will perceive by an examination of the Memorial
herewith sent. Permit me, then, to call your Exoellency's attention to the fact that there
is a people, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, as founded by
Joseph Smith, decased, who do not believe in polygamy; and who stand pledged to show
before proper tribunals, by competent evidence, that polygamy was not an original tenet
ofsaid church; and that in the consideration of the question of the territorial government
of Utah for the maintenance of the laws, and the and the welfare of the citizens of the
United States, dwelling in that territory, the allegation that polygamy was such an original tenet ought not in right to be admitted by Congress, to the preventing of proper and
necessary legislation for the apprehension of wrong doers, the prevention and punishment
of crime in Utah." ALS, ONA, RG 60, Letters from the President. See Roger D. Launius,
Joseph Smith Ill: Pragmatic Prophtt (Urbana, 111., 1988), pp. 198-209, 248-53.
On June JS and Nov. 16, 1874, James B. McKean, chiefjustice, Utah Territory, wrote
to USG. "Brigham Young is very rich-made so by the most high-handed impositions
upon his deluded people. Of late ye.ars he has become rapidly richer. He has repeatedly
boasted in public of what he c.laims to have done in ,1/ashington with money. Tt is known
that he keeps emissaries there dur111g every session of congress. Within the last few years
the Cullum bill. the Voorhees blll, the Logan bill, the Frelinghuysen bill, and the McKee
bill have all gone to their graves; and now the Poland bill seems to be dying. I respectfully
ask your Excellency to call an extra session of congress, to secure legislation for Utah."
LS, ONA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. "The Revised Statutes of the
United States are not yet distributed, but the Mormon newspapers have received information from their Eastern Emissaries, that those statutes have abolished the absolute veto
power of the governor of Utal1; and they are exceedingly jubilant at the discovery. I
greatly fear that their information is true. If it be so, and if the law shall remain as thus
modified, then, very soon after the next session of our Legislative Assembly, the affairs of
Utah will be in a worse condition thm ever before. I sincerely believe that the military
arm of the government would tlten be necessary to solve the problem. While I do not
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shrink from such an arbitrament, still [ think it might have been avoided. The 'Poland Bill,'
so called, is not all that it should have been, but it is a great advance upon the old system,
or, rather, want of system. We are making some progress. Perhaps it is too much to hope
for, but if congress will give us a good electoral law, in place of our present atrocious system, and restore the absolute veto power to the governor, we can carry this situation in
less than two years . . .. P. S. I should not omit to say, that we need legislation to compel
the Territory to pay the expenses of enforcing the laws." ALS, ibid., Letter s Received,
Utab Territory. See CR, 43-1, 1958-59, 1961-63, 3206, 4466-75, .5443-44; HMD, 431• 120, 43- 1- 139; US. Statutes at Large, XVIII, part S, pp. 2.SS-56.
I. On Jan. 2, 1873, U.S. Representative-elect Morton C. Hunter oflnd., Bloomington, wrote to USG. '1 take great pleasure in recommending to your favorable considerat ion E. P. Beauchamp, formerly of Terre Haute, Indiana, but now Salt LakeMr Beauchamp is a young attorney of fine ability, prompt and efficient in business. He is
an applicant for the position of Marshal in One of the Terratories, and is well qualified for
the place Hoping that his application will be Successful ..." ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records
Relating to Appointments. Undated petitions recommending Emory P. Beauchamp for
marshal, Utah Territory, are ibid. On July 2s, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish, Garrison, N. Y., wrote to USG. "The Consulate at Aix la Chapelle, lately filled by a Gentleman
from Indiana, is vacan't-The Senators and several Congressmen from Indiana recommend Mr E. P. Beauchamp whose char11cter & competence seem to be well attested-Shall
I designate him for Examination for that post?" AJ..S (press), DLC-Hamilton Fish. On
July 25, USG, Long Branch, telegraphed to Fish. "No objections to Beauchamps for consul" Telegram received, ibid. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Beauchamp as consul, Aix-laChapelle; on March 16, 1876, USG nominated Beauchamp as consul, Cologne.
On Aug. s1, 1s1s, A. S. Gould, Salt Lake City, wrote to USG. "Understanding that
M T. Patrick Esq has placed in the hands of the U S Attorney Gen his resignation a~
U S Marshal for Utah, I beg most respectfully to call your attention to the application in
my behalf last winter by our leading business men (gentiles) and others for appointment
to any office in your gift which might become vacant in this Territory. You knew me personally on the Pacific Coast many years ago, as one of the editors of the Alta California
newspaper, and I take it for granted you are familiar with my course as editor of the Times
of Portland Oregon, during the beginning of the rebellion, and also that you knew of my
position here for three years past in defence of the administration and its policy of requiring obedience to the laws of the country from all the people, MORMONS alike with
those of any other religious faith I think Sir I deserve Some favor at your hands, in this
my time of great need, and so I humbly ask to be named-the Successor ofMr Patrick" ALS,
DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. On Aug. SO, Oscar G . Sawyer, editor,
Salt Lake Journal, had written to USG recommending Gould. ALS, ibid. No appointment
followed.
On Sept.. 10, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Attorney Gen. George H. Williams. "The
President instructs me to say that he will be pleased to have you appoint Maxwell as the
successor of Mushal Patrick of Utah, when his resignation goes into effect." ALS, ibid.,
Letters from the President. On Dec. 2, USG nominated George R. Maxwell as marshal,
Utah Territory.
2 . On Dec. s, 1872, McKean had written to USG. " When in Washington last spring,
I had the honor to recommend that Gen. George R. Maxwell be appointed United States
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Attorney for this Territory. For satisfactory reasons no change was then made in the incumbent of that office. Since then reasons have arisen for recommending that a gentleman
not then narned be appointed to that position. Among those reasons is the fact that General Maxwell has become a contestant for a seat in Congress as delegate from this Territory. He cannot lawfully hold two Federal offices at the same time. I now respe.ctfully recommend that St.ephen De Wolfe &qr-. of this city, be appointed United States Attorney for
Utah. Mr. De Wolfe has resided here for a number of years; he came from the State of
Tennessee; is a Derno<irat in politicts, and did not sympathise with the government in its
efforts to put down the late rebellion. But he is a good lawyer; is under all circumstances
a gentleman; is a man of integrity and character; is thoroughly acquainted with the situation here; is thoroughly in sympathy with the government in its desire to correct the
abuses existing here, and, if appointed, he will discharge the duties of the office with courage, promptness, and prudence. I need not dwell upon, nor even suggest, the good policy
of such an appointment." ALS, )Qseph W. P. Frost, Eliot, Maine. On Dec. lo, USG nominated William Cary of Galena as U.S. attorney, Utah Territory. See Cary to Elihu B.
Washburne, July 16, 1868, ALS, DLC-ElihuB. Washburne.
.'!. On Nov. 27, 1873, McKean wrote to USG. ''Mrs. Ann Eliza Young, the nineteenth
wife of Brigham Young, will present this note. That she has revolted against Mormonism
and polygamy is publicly known. But I wish to say, that for severaJ months she has been a
guest of the hotel where I am stopping with my family, [ have thus become acquainted
with her, and am enabled to speak of her understandingly. She was born of Mormon parents, and has all her life been surrounded by Mormon influences. That she was entrapped
into polygamy was lier misfortune more than her fault. She is a lady in her deportment; a
true and modest woman in her instincts and character; and, considering her surrounding,
she has remarkable native and acquired endowments. I have heard her read her lectures,
prepared for the public. They are well written, well delivered, and full of interest. They
must do good. Permit me to commend Mrs. Young to your kind consideration," ALS, NN.
On Nov. 2, 1876, Jacob S. Boreman, associate justice, Utah Territory, telegraphed to
USG. "From press dispatch I believe fftttt I have been misrepresented to you rei,pecting at
case ofAnn £Liza Young against Brigham Young. Ifmy action is to be questioned I desire
,. fttij a hearing. My opinion in the case malled to-night." ALS (telegram sent), CSmH;
telegram received, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President On July 22, 1876, McKean
wrote to USG. "I write again to call your attention to the fact that on the 20th inst., the
Hon. Michael Schaeffer, Chief Justice of Utah, re-affirmed my ruling in the case of A1111
Efiza rou11g vs. Brigham Toung; holding that my order allowing temporary alimony to the
plaintiff was right, and must be enforced. Li'ke an honest man, Judge Schaeffer is unable
to perceive why a principle oflaw of universal application in like cases, should be set aside
when Brigham Young stands in the way. Not as a favor to me, but for far different reasons,
I could wish that this whole case were laid before the present Attorney General, who ls
known to be a lawyer. I think that Mr. Taft would find that the government has unwarrantably interfered with the independence of the judiciary in Utah; a.nd that his two immediate predecessors in office either did not know the law in the case of Joung vs. 'lbu11g,
or that, for indefensible reasons, they ignored it. Eithe-r conclusion would be dishonoring
to them, and would reflect no honor upon the administration of which they were members. Mr. President, you deeply wronged me. Time, the rectifier of wrongs, is slowly
righting mine. In my Jetter to Mr. Cowen I said-'It will be seen that I know how to wait.' "
ALS, ibid See New York Times, April 10, 1874, May 11, 17, 1875; Ann Eliza Young, Wife
No. 19, or T/111 Story ofa Life in Bondage (Hartford, J 876).
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To Tomas Frzas
To 1-hs ExcELLENCY ToMAs FRIAS,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA.

&c. &c. &c.

GREAT AND Gooo FRIEND:

I have had the honor to receive the letter which Your Excellency
addressed to me on the 1st of December 1872, announcing your
accession, under the Constitution of your Country, to the Chief
Magistracy of Boliyja, left vacant by the sudden and melancholy
death of General Morales.
Permit me to wish you every success in discharging the duties
of the high trust which has devolved upon you, and to express the
hope that the relations between the United States and Bolivia may
be no less amicable during your administration than they have happily been in the past. I pray God that He may have Your Excellency
in His safe and holy keeping.
Written at Washington on the seventeenth day of February, in
the year ofour Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-three.
Your Good Friend.

u. s. GRANT.

Copy, DNA, RG 84, Bolivia, Despatches. Tomas Frias served as interim president of Bolivia after the assassfoation of Agustin Morales. On May 15, 187s, Adolfo Ballivi an wrote
to USG announcing his elect ion to succeed Frias. Copy, ibid., RG 59, Notes From Foreign
Legations, Bolivia. On Feb. 20. 1874, Frias, again interim president, wrote to USG announcing the death of Ballivian. .OS (in Spanish), ibid., RG 84, Notes from the Bolivian
Government.
On April 9, 187S, Frias had written to USG upon receiving the credentials of John T.
Croxton, U.S. minister. DS (in Spanish), ibid.. RG 59, Diplomatic Despatches, Bolivia. See
PUSG, 19, 264-66; Emlorsement, Aug. 21, 1872. On April 2S, 1874, Leopold Markbreit,
Sucre, Bolivia, wrote to USG. "I havejust received the sad intelligence of the death of my
esteemed friend, General John T . Croxton. U. S. Minister, to Bolivia, who died at La Paz
on the 16th inst . .. ." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Diplomatic Despatches, Bolivia.
On April 10, 1873, U.S. Senator George E. Spencer of Ala., New York City, had written to USG. "Pr ivate and Confidential ."" I have been informed by telegraph from Washington, that the appointment of Hon. R. M, Reynolds as Collector of Customs at Mobile
bas been ordered. I beg leave to assure you that this is a matter of deep surprise and embarrassment-not onJy to myself, but to the Republican party in Alabama,-because of
contrary understandings and arrangements in this behalt~ previously made, and had, upon
due consultation among our friends. You will, doubtless, remember, that it was arranged
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Mr Reynolds should go to Ecuador, and that Col. Goodloe should succeed Judge Miller as
Collector at Mobile.-Acting upon this mutual understanding, I have made assurances
which now place me in the most embarrassing position.... l regret to say, that I believe
Mr. Reynold's appointment to this post, will be very disastrous, and prove a fruitful source
of dissatisfaction.jealousy, and bickering among our friends. He is wanting in certain necessary political qualifications for such a place, and therefore will be troublesome in our
politics hereafter. lt would have been far better to have given him a foreign appointment;
and, inasmuch as he has been a citizen of Alabama for eight years, four of which he has
served as Auditor ofState, I do not think he ought to have been classed as a ·carpet Bagger.·
Indeed, if it has been determined nor to appoint Northern-born citizens, residing in the
Sooth, to positions abroad, without exception or rebate, I think the rule will operate very
badly for the South. It is too severe a construction, and a disability to iropose, particularly
when it is considered how much Northern blood was sacrificed, and poured out upon
Southern soil in defence of ·t he Union, .and in the furtherance of liberty and free institutions. No one is more anxious than myself to secure the confidence and support of the
Southern people; but I do not think it can be done by discriminating against one class, and
in favor of another, all other requisites being equal. .. ." ALS, ibid., Letters ofApplication
and Recommendation. On April 12, USG endorsed this letter. ''Respectfully r efere<l to the
Sec. ofState." AES, ibid. In 187S, Spencer again wrote to USG concerning Ala. patronage.
William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892, p. 20. See PUSG, 22, S50-52.
On March 29, 1873, Levi P. Luckey had written to Secretary ofState Hamilton Fish.
"The President directs me to say that, he has no objection to the appointment of R. M.
Reynolds as Millister to the United States of Colombia, or in place of Wing. He is not a
native of the South, but has lived seven or eight years in Ala. and all the other representatives from the South are, he believes, native.~. Mr Reynolds has very extensive recommendations for the position of Collector of the Port of Mobile, which show that he stands
well with the party in the State." ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On the same say, Fish wrote
to USG. "I have Mr. Luckey·s note respecting the appointment of Mr. Reynolds. Thei-eare
some very important and delicate questions at present pending with the United States of
Colomb1a, and as I suppose there is no immediate necessity of disposing of Mr. Reynolds'
application I would request that the appointment be deferred until my retu_m from New
York. Mr. Wing has been written to saying that his resignation would be acceptable at the
expiration of four years from his appointment-that time w(d J not be reached until the
autumn" Copy, ibid. See PUSG, 20, 3-4.
On April 7, William Miller, Mobile, wrote to USG. "on the 28th Feby last-I forwarded to you through our friend Honr. Chas. Hays. my r esignation as Colledor of this
Port. Since that time many of my friends and your friends have been urging me to ask a
withdrawal of the Same. f ask in the Event, that no appointment is made before the Civil
Service Commission comes that my name may go may go before them If they find on
coming here that I am worthy of any consideration. I wouid be glad to have the offke &
believe I could make the bonds & discharge the Duties" ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of
Customs Applications. On D ec. I, USG nominated Robert M. Reynolds as collector, Mobile; on June 12, 1874, USG withdrew this nomination and nominated Reynolds as minister to Bolivia.
On June 13, Spencer et al., Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "We respectfully re<'ommend Jno. C. Goodloe of Colbert Co Alabama to be appointed Collector of the Port of
Mobile vice R. M. Reynolds appointed Minister to Bolivia. Col Goodloe is a native Ala-
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bamian one of the first men of the State and is every way qualified for the position." LS (.'!
signatures), ibid. On June 15, USG nominated John C. Goodloe as collector, Mobile. See
Sanh Woolfolk Wiggins, The Scalawag in Alabama Politics, 1865-I881 (University, Ala.,
1977), pp. 119-20.
On Sept. 12, I 878, Spencer, Decatur, Ala., had written to USG. "Major Sloss, the
Democratic Member from this, the 6th Congressional Distr.ict, appointed last Spring as
Cadet to the Military Academy at West Point, Paul T. Goodloe, of Colbert Co, Alabama.
Young Goodl.oc has been sick ever since his appointment, and is still unable to report. His
physicians think it doubtful about his being able to report before Spring. Congressman
Sloss is anxious to have the place kept open for young Goodloe until next June... ." ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Admitted to USMA, Paul T. Goodloe did not
graduate.
On Aug. 14, 1874', Reynolds and John Bruce, Selma, Ala .. telegraphed to Secretary
of War William W. Belknap. "White is mahing efforts to have Reynolds suspended from
the Bolivia mission because he worked for Bruce for Congress. stated by your friends, show
this to Attorney Gener.i.l Williams- Reynolds will be in Washington en route to Bolivia
next weektt Telegram received, OLC-USG, IB.

Speeclz
[Feb.

18, 1873]

Mr. PRESTON: Your promotion in the diplomatic service of your
country shows the appreciation by your Government of the prudence and skill which it supposes has hitherto characterized your
course. The United States has no interest or wish to maintain other
than the most friendly relations with Hayti. 1 trust that your present mission may tend to strengthen the good understanding between the two countries. It shall be my endeavor to co-operate with
you for this purpose.
New 'J'brkTimes, Feb. 19, 1873. USG responded to Stephen Preston, Haitian minister, who
had presented his credentials as envoy extraordinary. "'... This new title conferred upon
the diplomatic agent of Hayti is an earnest of the lively desire ofmy Government to preserve and extend the relations of sincere friendship which exist between the two oldest republics of the New World, . . :· !bid. On Jan. 9, 1873, President Nissage Saget of Haiti had
written to USG. "The amicable relations which so happily exist between the Government
of the United States of Amerka. and Hayti, have induced me not to delay representing to
Your Excellency and to Your Government the sovereign rights possessed by the Republic of Hayti over the lslantl ofNavaza, which is situated near our coasts, and now occupied
by American citizens. I therefore have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I have,
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for this purpose, chosen General Stephen Preston, Minister Resident of Hayti in the
United States, and that I have named him Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near the Governruen.t of the United States... ." LS (in French), DNA, RG S9, Notes
from Foreign Legations, Haiti; translation, ibid.
On Feb. 11·, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish wrote in his diary. "Noon of this day
was appointed for the presentation by Mr Preston of his letters accrediting him as Envoy
Ex' & Min. Plen from Hayti, to the President-He had been requested to forward a copy
of his address to be made on presentation: this was recd this morning, & was found to contain a passage referring to the question between this Govt & Haiti, which has been & is
the subject of Diplomatic oorrespondence, between the Minister of Haiti & this Department. It was deemed improper to allow any reference to this question, thus pending, in his
address to the President, & a note to J1im to that effect was proposed to he ha11ded to
him-He did not appear at the appointed hour-it was quarter past I !2 when he arrived
at the White House-I saw him, & after saluting, remarked that he had failed to meet his
appointment & that the President was then engaged & unable to r eceive him to day. l also
remarked that I feared that a passage had been introduced into his proposed address to
the President, inadvertently, and indicating the passage to which I referred, handed him
the note which had been written, & told him that the President would receive him on
Tuesday ne_.,ct at noon-EX'pressing regret, at the failure of the appointment, 1 bad him
good morning-It should be stated that he excused himself for his want of punctuality, on
account of indisposition" DLC-Hamilton Fish. Americans had occupied Navassa Island,
off Haiti's west coast, for its guano deposits. See Fish diary, Dec. 5, 1872, March 20, !27,
1875; SRC, 55-2-579; SED, 56-l-57.
On April 16 and 24, Fish recorded in his diary. "Judge Dent during my absence at
Cabinet called on Mr. J.C. B. Davis and asked the following questions: 1sl Has Sec'y Fish
decided on the matter ofthe Nevassa Island? i'dls there any news from Spain with reference to the Florida Claims? Mr Davis declines to answer either question telling him .h e
thought Dent would see that they were questions relating to the lntern-11 business of this
Department. He grew a little excited, and said that 'Mr. Fish's son-in-law, Mr. Carlyle,
and Gen. Cushing' were furnished with information on these subjects, and were permitted to have an advantage over other Attorneys-that he came here as aJl Attorney in the
interests of his clients and he thought he had a right to the information. Mr. Davis replied
that he would state to me what Dent said respecting Mr. Webster, Mr. Carlyle, and
Gen. Cushing-that if these gentlemen had a11y advantages given them it had been done
without his knowledge aud that he would thank him (Dent) to state exactly what he
thought he had a right to know. He (Dent) said that he did not wish to be discourteous,
nor to interfere with me-and that if Twould say that he had no right to information on
the subject he would not persist in the demand. But he was the Attorney of claimants to
Nevassa Island, and he thought he had a right to know whether the merits of his clients'
claim wer.e to be submitted to Arbitration...." "Mr. Preston asks if I have examined his
paper on the Nevassa claim. ls told that I have and in due time will send him a reply; that
I have not found that his paper will change the opinion which I had previously expressed.
He asks whether we will not agree to refer it to Arbitration, to which I reply that I do not
think there is question enough about it for an Arbitration. I ask him whether Judge Dent
is Counsel for bis Legation or in any way connected with it He says No, in no manner
whatever.. .. I tell him that Dent claimed to be acting in behalf of Nevassa and had made
the same proposition of submission to Arbitration.... he repeats the denial any author-
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ity on the part of Dent to speak for ttftti or interfere in behalf of the Haytian Govt.. . . •
DLC-Harnilton Fish.

Endorsement
Refered to the Sec. of War to be placed with such recommendations
as are now on file in t he Dept. in favor of Rev. Mr. Conwell for a
Chaplaincy. Previous endorsements in his behalf, made by me may
apply to this further recommendation.

u. s. GRANT

FEB. Y 22D

/7 3

AES, DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in the War Dept. Written on a recommen~
dation of Feb. 7, 1875, by Charles H. Fowler, president, Northwestern University, and
others. "We the undersigned, accredited Ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church
would most cordially rep.resent that Bro F A. Conwell is a regularly ordained Min.ister of
the same denomination, that he is now in good standing as such and is an efficient and
faithful laborer We further state that in our opinion be is well qualified and suited for
the position of Chaplain in the U. S. A.rmy, and do cheerfully and earnestly recommend
his appointment .is Chaplain." DS, ibid.
On May 2, 1870, John P. Newman, Washington, D. C., had written to USG on the
same subject. ALS, ibid. On May 7, Francis A. Conwell, Washington, D. C., wrote to Secretary of War William W Belknap. "I beg leave respectfully to call your attention to my
Papers on file in your office, including the indorsement of the President of the U. S. as to
a chaplaincy in the A.rmy-The peculiar and trying circumstances of my case, must plead
my cause for this urgency for a favorable decision, and at least an early one." ALS, ibid.
On Aug. 26, Conwell, Minneapolis, wTote to AG Edward D. Townsend. "Having received
promises from the Sec. & President in retTerence to an Appointment to Post chaplaincy, T
have the Honor Respectfully to inquire if any of the appointees of July have declined? or
if from any cause a vacancy has occured in the number allowed by Law? Hoping you may
deem the inquiry proper under the circumstances; .. ." ALS, ibid.
On March 23, 1871, U.S. Senators Oliver P. Morton of Ind. and James Harlan of Iowa
wrote to USG. "We recommend the appointment of Rev Francis A Conwell of Minnesota
for the position of Chaplain in Uie United States Army. We have known Mr Conwell for
some time personaly, and believe him to he in every way a suitable persoo to receive such
an appointment as he desires." LS, ibid. On Aug. 2, Conwell, St. Paul, wrote to Harlan.
"Allow me enquire if any vacancy has occured in the A.rmy chaplaincies? So Soon as I received t he promise and first written order for my Appointment 9th May 1870 I sold my
home & furnature, and at greatly increased expences have boarded my Family. I am filling
a Mission and Agency for the 'Seamens Friend Society' but have not recd any compensation, nor can I accept any permanent appointment, in view of the fulfilment ofmy undertaking to obey orders, So soon as they are received. If the President can substitute
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some other work, or office, by which I may be occupycd, and provide for my house-hold,
[ shall be ever greatful; ... P S If it is lawful to Appoint in recess, of Congress, I have no
doubts or fears of conlirmation. Three letters inclosed will also corroberate my statements, and justify my uneasiness as to the purpose of tJ1e Hon. Sec. of War. (please return
them)" ALS, ibid.
On April 10, 1872, Conwell, Minneapolis, wrote to Frederick T . Dent. "I desire r espectfully to call your attention to my application for an Army chaplaincy.- on the 5th
May 1870 Sect. Belknap assured me and the Hon. M. S. Wilkinson that with the commendat ion of the Executive the apointment would be made, only two being then promised, on the 9th I had the honor of the verbal promise, and also a written order on some
ofmy reccommendations made by President Grant-the file I saw afterwards. When the
nominations were sent in my name was omited, and you assured me of my name heading
the list for the next vacancy; l n April 1871, you took my card-on which was written the
names of some of my indorsers, Senators-Ramsey-Windom-Stearns--MMorton &
Harlan-with the M. H. R. from Minnesota & chaplain Newman & others-you said 'the
President's word was good, and the first vacancy should be filled by name'-Soon after at
the instance of Senator Harlan the President made another order which I saw copied in
the Book at the appointing office, ... The good faith and veracity upon which I have relied and acted, as to receiving this appointment, is now for the fitst time shaken-. .. Senator's Harlan & Windom have had some intimate knowledge of this case- I trust an examination of the books and files will be made, and if any thing is necessary to be done l
may speedily learn the fact." ALS, ibid.
On Dec. 31, 1873, Conwell, Chicago, wrote to Belknap. "[ trust it may not seem imper tinent again to call attention to my hopes ofliving and dying in the U. S. Army. . ..
Early in 1865 whilst 1 was serving-in the 1st Battalion of Vetroil vols of Minnesota, (without compensation) President Lincoln promised me a chaplaincy in the Army. I would not
ask any thing of Pres Johnston-but in May 18701 was promised the same office by President Grant and an order was made upon my papers; The promise was renewed in 1872,
from the Pres through Gen Dent, and a note sent to the department of War...." ALS,
ibid. ConwelI endorsed this letter to U.S. SeJ1ator John A. Logan of lll. AES (undated),
ibid. On Jan. 2~, J 874, Belknap wrote to Logan. "l have read the letter of Rev. F. A. Conwell, of 140 Warren Avenue, Chicago, Tils. dated the 3 !St ultimo, referred by you to this
Department, and have the honor to inform you that Mr. Conwell's application has been
filed with his other papers containing (th]e endorsements of the President, and will be
submitted to him so soon as appointments are to be made." LS (press), ibid. On June 20,
U.S. Delegate Martin Maginnis of Montana Territory wrote to Belknap. "Mr. Conwell
was chaplain of My Regiment, the First Minnesota, during the years of 62, 63 & 64. Received by the officers with some antagonism, partly on account of his somewhat nonclerical style & plain appearance, we afterwards found him to be a most faithful and efficient
m3.IJ, especially commendable in his attention to what might be ~ed the more practicable duties of his position-attention to the sick and wounded, and care for the little business matters, correspondence, etc of the men with whom he became a prime favoriteUnlike most of the army chaplains, he was always with the Reg't-and by his devotion,
and especially his conduct on the field-and the huards he took in caring for the wounded;
he soon obtained the esteem of the officers-and was more warmly liked than many a
more polished and finished minister would have been-Such were bis qualifications as a
'War chaplain-' He was in these respects one of the best that came under my observation during my term of service- His learning and reading far exceeded what we first gave

FEBRUARY 22,

49

1878

him credit for-Whether his style would suit your regular army officers in garrison life I
am not sosu·re-Ofthat you are a better judge- I have endeavored to give you an account
of him as I saw him; and if he suits you-of course his appointment would be a matter of
gratification, as well to myself, as to the Minnesota Senators and members who have recommended him as I understand-" ALS, ibid.
On March 11, 1875, Conwell, Washington, D. C., wrote to Townsend. "I hereby respectfully ask to withdraw the papers on file in your office relating to myself as an applicant for Chaplain in the Army; having learned there is no prospect of my success" ALS,
ibid. Born about 1814, Conwell was near the U.S. Army's mandatory reti.rement age.

To Charles W. Ford
Washington D. C. Feb.y 22d

I 87S.

D EAR FoRD;

I am in receipt of yours announcing that your business has taken
such a turn as to preclude the possibility ofyour accepting the Asst.
Secretaryship of the Interior. It was settled about that Cowan would
take the Sup.t.cy of Indian Affairs, but now I doubt whether he will. 1
Your letter stating that you had made the payments required on
the Carondelet property was also received. 2 Draw on me for the balance that may be due to pay Longs & yourself, and thank Long for
me. I am also under many obligations to you for your kind services.
I see by the morning papers that Elrod has been burned out, and
no doubt without insurance.4 I shall write to him in a few minuets,
Mrs. Grant and myself will be in St. Louis in the early part of
May to spend three or four days.5 I will then determine what arrangements to make with my farm. Two or three have told me that
they understood that the Pullman Car Co. had decided, or were
thinking oflocating on my farm for their Car works! They have said
nothing to me about it.
Fred. arrived home last evening all well. 6
I am sorry for Benton.7 lf he do'nt take care of himself he wil[1]
peg out some day.
Yours T ruly

u. s. GR .-\NT

ALS, ICarbS.
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J. See Endorsement, D ec. 7, 1872.
2. On Feb. S, l 875, USG purchased ten arpents ofland at sberiff's sale for $4 J5 per
,arpeut from ''the Sigerson nursery tract, a mile or two southwest of Carondelet'' and "also
purchased from other tracts, averaging about five acres each, at $150 per acre. The President was represented by Collector Ford and Surveyor Fox. Messrs. Sterling, T racey &
Halliday purcl1ased the balance of the tracts, at an average of$145 per arpen." St. Lo1,JiS
Democrat, Feb. 4, 187S.
s. John F. Long.
,t,. See letter to Adolph E. Borie, Feb. 25, 18711.
5. See Speech, April 21, 187S.
6. Frederick Dent Grant had visited St. Louis earlier in the week. See letter to
William Elrod, Feb. 27, 11mJ.
7 , William H. Benton,

To Mary S. Logan
Washington D. C. Feb.y 24th 1873
MY DEAR MRS. LOGAN:

It will be very agreeable to Mrs. Grant & myself to receive you
and the other company mentioned in your note of this evening, at
half past eight to-morrow, p. m. except Gen. Oglesby.1 We have invited some company to dine with us, socially, at 6 p. m. and among
them Gen. Oglesby, who 1 hope will be on hand at that hour. If
you come in at half past eight I have no doubt but you will find the
General-Oglesby I mean-in his happyest vein, and Mrs. Grant
and myself will also be glad to see you.
Very Truly Yours
U. S. GRANT
Al.S, DLC-Logan Family Paper s. Mary S. Cunning ham married John A. Logan o n Nov. 2i ,
1855. Born in ! 8S8 in Petersburg, Mo., and educated at the Convent of St. Vincent in Ky.,
Mary S. Logan actively furthered her husband's political career. See Mrs. John A, Logan,
Remhiiscences of a Soldier'.1 Wife: An Autobiography (New York, 191S).
l. Richard J. Oglesby resigned as governor of DI. on Jau. 28, 1878, to begin a term
as U.S. Senator on March 4 .
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To Congress
To THE SENATE AND HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Your attention is respectfully invited to the condition of affairs
in the State ofLouisianaGrave complications have grown out of the election there, on
the 6th of November last, chiefly attributable, it is believed, to an
organized attempt, on the part of those controlling the election
officers and returns, to defeat, in that election, the will of a majority of the electors of the State. Different persons are claiming the
executive offices, two bodies are claiming to be the Legislative Assembly of the State; and the confusion and uncertainty produced in
this way fall with paralyzing effect upon all its interests. Controversy arose as soon as the election occurred over its proceedings
and results, but I declined to interfere until suit, involving trus controversy, to some extent, was brought in the Circuit Court of the
United States, under and by virtue of the act of Mays 1, 1870, entitled, "An Act to enforce the right of citizens of the United States
to vote in the several States of the Union, and for other purposes."
Finding that resistance was made to judicial process in that suit,
without any opportunity, and, in my judgment, without any right to
review the judgment of the court upon the jurisdictional or other
questions arising in the case, I directed the United States Marshal
to enforce such process and to use, if necessary, troops for that purpose, in accordance with the ISth Section of said act, which provides that "it shall be lawful for t he President of the United States
to employ such part of the land or naval forces of the United States,
or of the militia, as shall be necessary to aid in the execution of
judicial process under this act."
Two bodies of persons claimed to be the returning board for the
State, and the Circuit Court in that case decided, that the one to
which Lynch 1 belonged, usually designated by his name, was the
lawful returning board, and this decision has been repeatedly affirmed by the District and the Supreme Courts of the State. Having
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no opportunity or power to canvass the votes, and the exigencies of
the case demanding an immediate decision, I conceived it to be my
duty to recognize those persons as elected, who received and held
their credentials to office from what then appeared to me to be, and
has since been decided by the Supreme Court of the State to be, the
legal returning board.
Conformably to the decisions ofthis board, a full set ofState officers has been installed and a Legjslative Assembly organized, constituting, ifnot a dejure, at least, a defacto, government, which, since
sometime in December last, has had possession of the offices and
been exercising the usual powers of government, but opposed to
this has been another government claiming to control the affairs of
the State, and which has, to some extent, been proforma organized.
Recent investigation into said election has developed so many
frauds and forgeries, as to make it doubtful what candidates received
a majority ofthe votes actually cast, and in view ofthese facts, a variety of action has been proposed. I have no specific recommendation to make upon the subject, but if there is any practical way of removing these difficulties by legislation, then I earnestly request that
such action may be taken at the present Session of Congress.
It seems advisable that I should state now what course I shall
feel bound to pursue in reference to the matter, in the event of no
action by Congress at this time. Su~ject to any satisfactory arrangement that may be made by the parties to the controversy,
which, of all things, is the most desirable, it will be my duty, so far
as it may be necessary for me to act, to adhere to that government
heretofore recognized by me. To judge of the election and qualification of its members, is the exclusive province of the Senate, as it
'is, also, the exclusive province of the House to judge of the election
and qualifications of its members; but as to State offices, filled and
held under State laws, the decisions of the State judicial tribunals, it
seems to me, ought to be respected.
I am extremely anxious to avoid any appearance ofundue interference in State affairs, and if Congress differs from me as to what
ought to be done, I respectfully urge its immediate decision to t hat
effect; otherwise, I shall feel obliged as far as I can by the exercise
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of legitimate authority to put an end to the unhappy controversy,
which disturbs the peace, and prostrates the business of Louisiana
by the recognition and support of that government, which is recognized and upheld by the Courts of the State.

u. s. GRANT
EXECUT IVE M ANSION,
FEBRUARY. 25TH 1873.

OS, ONA, RG 46, Presidential Messages, Domestic Affairs. SFJJ, 42-.'!-47. See letter to
William W. Belknap, Jan. 5, 1873.
On Jan. 20, I 87S, John McEnery, New Orleans, wrote to USG. ''The Legislature of'
this State, composed only of Members holding legal certificates of election and en1bracing two thirds of the Senators holding over, has duly organized, canvassed the Election
returns for Governor, and declared me elected as Governor of the State, and I was on the
Isth instant regularly inaugurated in their presence. The Legislature has been unable to
hold its Sessions in the State House, because the same is in the possession of the United
States Marshall, and guarded by United States troops. T he State House, its public Office,
Archives, and its personal property of great value were seized, and are still held by
Marshal Packard, and supported by United States troops. This seizure was made in virtue of an ex parte order of United States Judge Durell without notice i.n the case of
Kellogg vs. Warmoth and others.... l appeal to you because the Courts can afford us no
redress. An appeal has been prayed from Judge Durell's orders, and he has held the application under advisement for forty days and it is not decided, and while he deliberates the
Organization resulting from his orders is seizing under the shadow and name of your Excellancy all the powers and attributes of our State Government and is terrorizing its
Officers and especially the Courts, the Judges of which are menaced with summary ejcctment by a recent law should they prove obnoxious or objectionable to said ursurping
Government We the lawful Government of this State are perfectly competent peacefully
to administer its affairs, and we believe if the support of the United States t roops was
withdrawn from the opposing Organization the almost universal and cheerful support
coming lo us from all classes of Citizens would be so great t hat there would not be soon a
riot to suppress...." LS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
On Jan, 21, Joseph T. Hatch, New Orleans, wrote to USC. "On the night of the 7tl1
inst. at 10 O'clock, my Store House Situated in the Parish of Vernon, in this State, was
firedjnto by an Armed Mob of"Ku Klux'. Say 16 to 20 men in disguise, firing something
over l00 rounds, damaging my goods to a considerable amount, and leaving orders, that
unless my Store was moved, that in a Short time they would apply the Torch. At t he time
they made the attact on my Store House, I was not at home, but here purchasing goods. I
have lived in t hat country for the last Thirty years, during which time, I have always pursued an honest Straight forward course, on the pr incipals ofJustice and Mercy to all mankind. Worshiping God as appeared correct, to myself, .and voting for whom I pleased, at
the same time granting to all, the same priveledge, and now my life is threatened, my
proper ty being distroyed, and my home to be desolated by fires. And for what cause, why
I voted the Grant and Kellogg or Republican ticket , not only myself, but all who voted the
Republican Ticket, arc thus persecuted. Since here, [ have applied to his Excellency, W. P.
Keglogg, U. S. Marshall S. B. Packard to District Atty. of the District Court of U. S.
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Mr Beckwith, aJ1d can get no aid or even Satisfaction .. .. To Seek redress in our court,
would amount to nothing, as the local goverment is now in the hands of our Political
eniemies. I hope you will give this matter due considerat ion, and apply the proper remedies at yett as early a time as the case will permit, which r fear will not come in time to
Save us, from these Lawless desperadoes or midnight assassins." ALS, ibid.
On Feb. 21, U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton of Ind. wrote to USG. " I enclose you a
passage from my report on Louisiana which I added after I had read the report to you. If
I am right in my argu ment that there is a legal state government in Louisiana, that ofitselfis a complete vindication of the action of the Administration, for the President can do
nothiJ1g else than recognize the existing government." LS, ICHi. See SRC, 12- S-457,

LXVU-LXXVIII.
On March 5, Gov. William P. Rellogg of La., New Orleans, telegraphed to USG. "An
orglln.ized mob claiming to be police ofMcEnery ,have taken fordble posssession of one of
our outside police stations where we had a small force I propose to immedy move a body
of police under the Command of Genl Longstreet with orders to retake that station at any
Cost'' Telegram received, DNA, RO 60, Letters from the President. On the same day, Kellogg telegraphed to Stephen B. Packard, U.S. marshal, La., Washington, D. C. "Mob has
taken possession of Seventh precinct Station have sent force of police to retake it. had
I better not move on Odd Fellows Hall See Presidentn Telegram received (at S: 16 f'.M.),
ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 4881! 1871!. Also on March 5, USG endorsed t his telegram.
"Rcfered to the Sec of War. Instruct Military to prevent any violent interference with the
state Government ofLa.n AES, ibid. On March 6, Col. William H. Emory, New Orleans,
telegraphed to Gen. William T. Sherman. "Since my dispatch of 11 15 P. M City has been
perfectly quiet. Order prevails Every where this morning. I think the announcement of
the Presidents orders to me of last night will effect a permanent settlement of the truth
here.n Telegram received, ibid, RG 108, Letters Received.
On March 24, Thomas D. Cottman, New York City, wrote to USG. ''John McEnery
has made a covert attack upon you in his communication to the Sun newspaper, published
in this mornings issue and in my estimation is guilty of tre-.ison in attempting to enlist cooperation of a sister -state in resisting the authority of the Federal Government; which has
induced me to write you on t he subject Having resided in Louisiana over Thirty years and
always taking an active interest in politics I necessarily became familiar with the leading
men of pretention to a knowledge of statecraft&. entertaining aspirations to manipulate
legislation... . McEnery is a pup.pet, Aleck Walker, Emile Lasere Henry Hyams & Jonas
are the fellows who pull the strings. I have known Durell since his first arrival in New Orleans, hut have neve.r been on other than distant social relations with him. He has always
been regarded as a gentleman by edacation, association & manners, equal in erudition, legal acquirement & litterary attainment to t he very head of the ba r, quick of conception
accurate in observation & correct in his arrangement of concept, as well as systematic in
the order of executing his official obligations. This may be regarded as obtrusive on my
part, but I think I owe it to the country to you & to him." ALS, ibid., RG 60, Le tters frorn
the President. See PUSG, 19, 4S4-Sli.
On April 19, George M. Robeson, act. secretary of war, telegraphed to USG, St. Louis.
"Dispatch of General Babcock received: Since sending yesterday's order to Colonel Emory,
the following has been received from him:- ... 'Since those dispatches requisitions by t he
U. S. Marshal in execution ofjudicial process have been received in cases occurring in the
disturbed district and other parishes and I have ordered troops to Monroe and Alexan-
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d ria, Louisiana, to act as posse comitatis to the Marshal, but the Governor of the State has
made several requisitions for troops covering ground in various parts of the State, stating the inability of the local authorities to keep the peace and it will therefore be seen how
important it is I should have the right views of the instructions of the fifth. The instructions of this date would seem to imply that I was expected to act only on requisition of
U. S. Marshal in execution of judicial process. As the order of the fifth of March now
stands it is very comprehensive and it is on that no doubt Governor Kellogg bases his
requisition." This refers to dispatch by General Sherman of March 5th, J 87ll, by order of
President, as follows:-' The President directs you to prevent any violent interference
with the State Government of Louisiana.' To this inquiry of Colonel Emory I propose, after consultation whh Attorney General, to direct Gener,il Sherman to make following reply:-'Referring to the dispatches of General McDowell and Colonel Emory of the 18th
instant, by you referred to me, I beg to say that the order of the President, conveyed in
the telegram of the General of the Army of March 5th, made under the then existing circumstances of the particular case, refers only to the Government proper of the State of
Louisiana as represented by Governor Kellogg, which Government, at its seat, the
Colonel Commanding is by said order directed to protect from being over thrown or interfered with in its direct functions, by violence. In regard to local disturbances of the
peace in the State, not direct violent attacks on the central organization of the State Government, the officer in c.ommand must be governed by the limitations of the order of the
I 8th instant of the Acting Secretary of War, directing him to aid the United States authoritie.., when legally required. Except that his action need not be confined to any particular parish. If the State Government needs and desires the aid of the United States
troops to maintain the public peace or prevent rebellion, the Legislature, or the Governor, ifit be not in session, should apply to the President himself in the regular manner for
such aid.' This expresses the limitation of constitutional power under tbe circumstances,
as understood by Attorney General and myself. If wrong understanding of your order of
the fifth of March please telegraph that it may be corrected at once." Copy (ellipses in
original), ONA, RG 107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs. See Proclamation, May 22, 1873;
Joseph G. Dawson Ill, Army Generals and Reconstructio11: Louisiana, 18($2-1877 (Baton
Rou,ge, 1982), pp. 142-44.
l. John Lynch served on the La. board of canvassers. See

SRC, 42-ll-457,

142-43,

To Adolph E. Borie
f¥ashington D. C. Feb.y 25th 1873,
MY DEAR MR. BORIE:

I am in receipt of your favor of yesterday in which you revive,
with your accustomed generosity, offers of assistance should I need
it. I am happy to say that l do not, nor could I tax you further until
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at least a part of my present obligations to you are repaid. It has
been a subject of mortifycation to me that I have not been able to return at least instalments of what you were so kind as to loan me, and
will be able to do so soon I hope. 1
Enclosed I send you the first account I have had ofthe fire on my
farm, except the short paragraph in the papers a few days since. You
will perceive that no building has been burned which will have to be
rebuilt. The house cost about fifty per ct. more than the account
states, and that in Anti bellum times when a dol)ar went further
than it does now. The loss however is nothing as I had no use for the
house,-except when I chose to spend a few weeks on my farm,and it would not rent.
I am truly gratefully to you for your kind offer and for your
many past kindnesses.
Very Truly Yours
u. S.GRANT
ALS, PHi. A clipping describing the fire at Wi.sh-ton- Wish on USG's farm in St. Louis

County oa Feb. 21, 187.'l, is ibid. See also Misso11ri Republican, Feb. 22, 187.'l.
1. See P USG, 22, 2S8.

To Alexander H. Stephens
Washington D. C. Feby. §!5th I 873.
DEAR SIR:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
21st inst. in which you very kindly express the hope that I may take
Augusta, Ga, in my announced tour of the Southern States.
In reply I must beg you to accept my thanks for the kind expression of your desire that I should visit your city, and also for your
kind wishes for my personal enjoyment of the trip.
I contemplated such a journey immediately after the adjournment of Congress, but I find it will be impossible for me to leave
Washington at that time, and I am forced to indefinitely postpone
it. Should I be able hereafter to make such a visit to the Southern
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cities it would give me much pleasure to include Augusta among the
number,
I am Sir,
your obt. svt.
U, s. GRANT

HoN.

ALEXANDER

H . STEVENS, AUGUSTA, GA.

LS, DLC-Alexander H. Stephens. On Jan. 7 and Feb. 21, 1873, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish wrote in his diary. "Prsdt mentions his intention to go through the Southern
States as far as New Orleans, after the adjournment of Congress, & wishes the Cabinet to
accompany him-" "He shews me a letter marked 'Private' from Sam. Bard advising him
not to make his contemplated tour through the Southern States: that t here are evil disposed persons who may be inclined to do harm to him & to his party-says Senator
Brownlow & others agree in dissuading from the excursion. President had recd other letters to the same effect-Mrs Grant had told me that she was much averse to the Presidents undertaking the trip Bard's letter was not read, & not shewn to any others-I introduce the subject, & after discussion & conversation & without reference to this letter,
there seems to be a general concurrence, (with perhaps the exception of Delano) that the
tl'ip be abandoned-" DLC-Hamilton Fish. See Letter to Samuel Bard et al., July 31, 1872;

Chicago T,-ibune, Feb. 18, 22, 187S.
On Jan. Sl, Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano had written to William C.
Morrill, Atlanta. « • •• Tell Gov. Brown I have sent the President his box of cigars.... I
think it likely the President will visit the South sometime during the last of March or first
of April, and probably the entire Cabinet or most of the number will i:ome with him... .n
Copy, Delano Letterbooks, OHi. On Feb. J2, fish wrote to Orville E. Babcock. ''I have just
received the enclosed letter from Mr. Wm. Aiken inviting the President to be his gues[t]
during his visit to Charleston...." LS (press), DLC- Hamilton Fish.

To Elisha Baxter
Washington, D. C. Feby. 26, 187S
DEAR SJR:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
20th inst. inviting me to visit Little Rock in case I should make a
tour of some of the Southern States as has been announced in the
public press.
I must beg you to accept my sincere thanks for the kind invitation, and I embrace this opportunity to assure you of the pleasure it
would give me to visit your capital, but urgent public business has
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compelled me to give up such a visit to the South at this time, and
the trip bas been indefinitely postponed.
I am, Governor,
very respectfully

u. s. GRANT

Gov.

ELISHA BAXTER ARKANSAS.

Copy, DLC-USG, 11, l. Born in 1827 in N. C., Elisha Baxter practiced law in Ark. and
served as state senator before the war. Charged with tTeason by C.S. authorities, Baxter
escaped, raised a U.S. regiment, and was chosen U.S. Senator in 1864 (but not seated). After the war he served as a state judge until elected governor in tbe disputed 1872 contest.
See letter to Elisha Baxter, April 22, 1874 .
On March 6, 1875, Baxter wrote to USG. "If found convenient a compliance with the
inc}osed request from my nephew of Knoxville Tenn will very greatly oblige . . ." LS,
DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA, On March 3, George W. Baxter, Knoxville, had
written to Baxter. \ .. President Grant appoints ten young men annually and t thoqght it
probable with your influence t could get an appointment from him. ,, ." ALS, ibid. Geor.g e
Baxter graduated USMA in 1877.

To William Elrod
Washington D. C. Feb.y a27th

I 873.

DEAR ELROD:

Your letter of the 23d inst. the first I have received since mine of
last fall in which I asked a number of questions, is received. I suppose there is no objection to permitting Mr. Sims, if you wish to
employ him, occupy the cabin you speak of. In regard to the sale of
lots for persons to build upon I shall instruct Mr. Long fully upon,
and have him act as agt. in the matter. I shall only sell lots to persons intending to build houses of a good class, to live in themselves;
the object being to enhance the value of the balance of the place.1
Fred tells me that the two oldest colts of Topsey will make good
matches, and that both promise to be fast! If so I will probably have
them, with Jennies colt, brought East in the Spring. I will be out
there first however. He says the oldest of these colts was crippled
in the shoulder when he was there: Do not break the younger colt
until I get out.
If you have not answered my questions since receiving my last
letter please do so now.
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Y[- - - ] price of Holsten C[- - -]ll the bull calves
f[- - -] t. I do not want to sell a heiffer calf at any price I hope
you have raised, as I instructe(d], all yettP the heiffers, of every variety of all the stock, an [d] kept the Alderneys and t he Holstein
stock pure from all crosses. I would have no objection to the sale of
Alderney heiffers if you can get $100 oo each for them. That is
much less than they can be bought for in the East. In regard to the
Holstein cattle; I sent to Orange County, New York, last Summer
to buy four ffl:tB ettt heiffer & one bull calves and they asked me
$300 oo/1 oo each which I declined to pay.
AL (signature clipped), Illinois Flistorical Survey. University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. See
letter to Charles W. ford, Feb. 22., 1878.
I. On Feb. 28, 1875, USG wl'ote concerning an appraisal of his Jots at CarondeJel
ABPC, 1931, p. 701.

To Hamilton Fish
fVaslzington D. C. March 1st 1873
DEAR GOVER NOR:

Some days ago Dr. Tiffany informed me that he intended to
preach a sermon to-morrow specially applicable to the occasion: to
the incoming of a new Administration, and that he would be pleased
if I would ask such members of the Cabinet as would like to attend.
I thought no more of the matter until a few minuets since I heard
that preparations were made to seat the Cabinet. If you will attend
I know you will hear a good sermon.
Yours Tl'u)y
u. S. GRANT
HoN. HAMILTON F 1sH, SEc. oF STATE.
ALS, DLC-HaniiJton Fish. Otis H. Tiffany was assigned in Oct., 187!!, as pastor of the
Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church in Washington, D. C., which the Grant family attended. See Ben: Perley Poore and Tiffany, Life ef US. Grant (Philadelphia, 1885);
Tiffany, "Personal Recollections of General Grant," Magazine efAmeriron History, xrv,
S (Sept., 1885), .~09-12, expanded as "Personal Memories of U. S. Grant," in Pulpit
and Platform: Sermo11s and tfddruus (New York, 1893), pp. 202-1 I. On March 7, 1875,
Joseph M. Wilson, clerk, Agriculture Dept., wrote to USG. "l inolose a copy of a paper in
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which I took the liberty of referring to you, and tTust that my brief remarks may be approved-I will avail myself of this opportunity of congratulating you on the occasion of
your second inauguration as President, and propose to do what I can to sustain, strengthen
and advance the Administration ofone so worthy of confidence and esteem. ALS, USG s.
The enclosed March 6 issue of Presbyterian Weekly includes an account of USG attending
the Tiffany sermon. Ibid.
In [July], 1873, T iffany had written to USG. "I desire to express to you personally,
as I did last evening to your family my profound sympathy in the deep affliction your bereavement brings. The advanced age & long prostration of your Father had no doubt prepared you for his removal, and I trust that God, who orders alJ things aright, will make
this affliction a blessing. Any thing which makes us realize our dependance on Him works
in us a good. Trusting you may have His favor now & ever ... P. S. As l have recieved no
letter I presume it was not proper for you so to honor me; but if the sending was omitted
by the idea of seeing me on Monday (as I was notified by telegram), & you are at liberty
to favor me. Please forward to me Care ofJay Cooke, McCulloch &co 44 Lombard St London what you are pleased to write. I will suggest that in addition to a general letter a special note to Mr Washburn, in Paris, would please me, especially if accompanied by suggestion that on my return he honor me with such a despatch, or honorary appointment as
bearer of despatches as will give me security from Custom House fees." ALS, ibid. On
Julys, USG wrote a letter introducing Tiffany to ministers and consuls in Europe. "Attention shown him will be regarded as a personal favor to rue." The Collector, July-Aug.,
1954,, e525. On Aug. 20, Elihu B. Washburne, Paris, wrote to USG. "l thank you for the
letter of introduction which you gave to Or. Tiffany, ,is I have been very glad to make his
acquaintance. f am sorry that Mrs. Washburne is absent and that our house is torn up, as
otherwise, as otherwise we should have been glad to have shown him more attention. Our
pastor of the American Chapel the Rev. Mr Hitchcock has i11vited, the Dr. to preach in the
American Chapel next Sunday. I am very sorry I shall not be here to hear him, as I must
go down to see my people at Boulogne from whom I have been away for nearly a month. 1
nm happy to say they are all well. In calling to see Mr. Thicrs a few evenings since, who
is always very cordial to me, he desired particularly that I should send you his 'best compliments.' His overt\Jrn by the Assembly was the death knell of the French Republic. A
monarchy is likely to succeed.-The Commune of Paris and the wretched State of affairs
in Republica11 Spain, have done the business for the French Republic. With kindest regards
to all... ," ALS (press), DLC-Elihu B. Washburne.
0

Second Inaugural Address
[March 4,

1873]

FELLOW CITIZENS:

Under Providence I have been called a second time to act as
Executive over this great nation.' It has been my endeavor in the
past to maintain all the laws, and, so far as-lay in my power, to act
for the best interests of the whole people. My best efforts will be
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given in the same direction in the future, aided I trust, by my four
years experience in the office.
When my first term of the office of Chief Executive began, the
country had not recovered from the effects of a great internal revolution, and three ofthe former states of the Union had not been restored to their federal relations. It seemed to me wise that no new
questions should be raised so long as that condition of affairs existed, therefore the past four years, so far as I could control events,
have been consumed in the effort to restore harmony, public credit,
commerce and all the arts of peace and progress. It is my firm conviction that the civilized world is tending towards republicanism, or
government by the people through their chosen representatives,
and that our own great republic is destined to be the guiding star to
all others. Under our republic we support an Army less than that of
any European Power of any standing, and a Navy less than that of
either of at least five of them. There could be no extension of territory on this continent which would call for an increase ofthis force,
but rather might such extension enable us to diminish it.
The theory of government changes with general progress. Now
that the telegraph is made available for communicating thought, together with rapid transit by steam, all parts of a continent are made
contiguous for all purposes of government, and communication between the extreme limits of the courtry made easier than it was
throughout the old thirteen states at the beginning of our national
existence.
The effects of the late civil strife have been to free the slave and
make him a citizen. Yet he is not possessed of the civil rights which
citizenship should carry with it. This is wrong and should be corrected. To this correction I stand committed so far as executive
influence can avail.
Social equality is not a subject to be legislated upon nor shall I
ask that anything be done to advance the social status of the colored
man except to give him a fair chance to develop what there is good
in him, give him access to schools, and when be travels let him feel
assured that his conduct will regulate the treatment and fare he will
receive.
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The states lately at war with the general government are now
happily re-habilitated, and no Executive control is exercised in any
one of them that would not be exercised in any other state under
like circumstances.
In the first year of the past administration the proposition came
up for the admission of Santo Domingo as a territory of the Union.
It was not a question of my seeking but was a proposition from the
people ofSanto Domingo, and which I entertained. I believe now, as
I did then, that it was for the best interests of this country; for the
people of Santo Domingo, and all concerned, that the proposition
should be received favorably. It was, however, rejected, constitutionally, and therefore the subject was never brought up again by me. In
future, while I hold my present office, the subject of acquisition of
territory must have the support of the people before I will recommend any proposition looking to such acquisition. 1 say here, however, that I do not share in the apprehension held by many as to the
danger of governments becoming weakened and destroyed by reason of their extension of territory. Commerce, education and rapid
transit of thought and matter, by telegraph and steam, have changed
all this. Rather do I believe that our Great Maker is preparing the
world, in his own good time, to become one nation, speaking one
language, and when armies and Navies will be no longer required.
My efforts in the future will be directed to the restoration of
good feeling between the different sections of our common countryi
to the restoration of our currency to a fixed value as compared with
the world's standard of vaJues,-gold, and if possible to a par with
it; to the construction ofcheap routes oftransit throughout the land,
to the end that the products of all sections may find a market and
leave a living remuneration to the producer; to the maintenance of
friendly relations with all our neighbors, and with distant natiohs;
to the re-establishment of our commerce and share in the carrying
trade upon the ocean; to the encouragement of such manufactur•
ing industries as can be economically pursued in this country, to the
end that the exports of home products and industries may pay for
our imports,-the only sure method of returning to, and permanently maintaining a specie basis; to the elevation of labor; and by
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a humane course to bring the Aboriginies of the country under the
benign influences of education and civilization. It is either this or
war of extermination. Wars of extermination, engaged in by people
pursuing colllillerce and all industrial pursuits are expensive, even
against the weakest people, and are demoralizing and wicked. Our
superiority of strength, and advantages of civilization, should make
us lenient towards the Indian. The wrong already inflicted upon him
should be taken into account, and the balance placed to his credit.
The moral view of the question should be considered, and the question asked, cannot the Indian be made a useful and productive member of society by proper teaching and treatment? If the effort is
made, in good faith, we will stand better before the civilized nations
of the earth, and in our own consciences for having made it.
All these things are not to be accomplished by one individual,
but they willreceive my support, and such recommendations to Congress, as will, in my judgment, best serve to carry them into effect.
I beg your support and encouragement.
It has been, and is my earnest desire to correct abuses that have
grown up in the Civil Service of the country. To secure this reformation ru)es regulating methods of appointment and promotion
were established and have been tried. My efforts for such reformation shall be continued to the best of my judgment. The spirit of the
rules adopted will be maintained.
I acknowledge before this assemblage, representing as it does
every section of our country, the obligation I am under to my countrymen for the great honor they have conferred on me by returning
me to the highest office within their gift; and the further obligation
resting on me to render to them the best services within my power.
This I promise, looking forward with the greatest anxiety to the day
when I shall be released from responsibilities that at times are almost overwhelming, and from which I have scarcely had a respite
since the eventful firing upon Fort Sumter in April 1861, to the present day.
My services were then tendered and accepted under the first call
for troops growing out of that event. I did not ask for place or position, and was entirely without influence or the acquaintance ofper-
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sons of influence, but was resolved to perform my part in a struggle
t hreatening t he very existence of the nation. I performed a conscientious duty, without asking promotion or command, and without
a revengeful feeling towards any section or individual.
Notwithstanding this, throughout the war, and from my candidacy for my present office in 1868 to the close of t he last Presidential campaign, I have been the subject of abuse and slander scarcely
ever equaled in political history, which to-day I feel that I can afford to disregard in view of your verdict which I gratefully accept
as my vindication.
Copy, DLC-Hamilton Fish. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish endor sed this document as
the copy read by USG. AE (undated), ibid, On Feb. 21, 187!!, USG had issued a proclamation convening the Senate on March 4, at noon, "to receive and act upon such communications as may be made to it on the part of the Executive." OS, DNA, RG ISO, Presidential Proclamations. On March 4, USG went to the Senate Chamber before proceecling to a
platform to deliver his Inaugural Address. See CR, 43-Special Session of the Senate, 1-2.
On March 4, James B. Colt, Hartford, wrote to USG. "I do not understand Gen!
Hawley of this District going against the Increase of compensation of our public officer s.
l wrote an argument to him, favoring the measure, and am certain the people will sustain
any measure <--alculnted to put a.II officers of Trust, above suspicion, for the want of adequate pay or remuneration-Your Inaugural so full of simple truth and direct relation,
will add to your repution as a statesman and to your Patriotism as a man The truth is
, uccessful war is as simple as two and two make four-.a nd directness is the true art of all
politics and statesmanship. May you live long the ornament of your Country as we!J the
pride of your domestic relation-" ALS, USG s. On May £4, 1870, Horace Porter had
written to Colt. ''I am directed by the President to acknowledge the receipt of your book
'Colt on government' and to convey to you his thanks for your kind consideration." Copy,
OLC-USG,lf, 1.
On March 4, J 873, John C. Crane, Cincinnati, wrote to USG. ''Allow me to congratulate you upon the result of the day as annow,ced throgh the press ofto day. It was my Intention to have been present to take part in the proceeclings. My dear General I hope that
the.nextfour years will render your servkes to the whole people so Important and popular
that you shall at least decline to serve as their chief Executive longer changes in administrations are unpopular and unprofitable to our Nation. Again wishing you health and
prosperity ..." ALS, USG 3.
On March 5, George W. Childs, Philadelphia, wrote to Orville E. Babcock. "We are
all rejoiced at the Presidents salary being raised. It should have been $100.000. The Inaugral was just like the President, honest and practical, and it is universally commended. I
enclose our editorial on the subject. Mr. Drexel has 'Buck' with him travelling through
Italy and he writes 'he is one of the best young men he ever knew.' Give our warmest congratulations to the President .. ." ALS, ICN.
On the same day, J. E. Valencia, New York City, wrote to USG offering congratulations on his reelection. ALS (in Spanish), USG 3.
On March 6, Gerrit Smith, Peterboro, N. Y., wrote to USG. • 1 felt myself to be too
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ol<l (76 this day) to attend the Inauguration. But I am not too old to appreciate your Inaugural Address. For one thing especially in that Address, which contains so many good
things, r cannot forbear to thank you. This one thing is your calling attention to the nation's persistent wronging of the black man in continuing to withhold from him equal civil
rights. To cease from this injustice & ingratitude toward him, & from this great sin against
God, is the nation's first duty. The nation cannot be safe-most emphatically the Republican Party cannot be safe-if the discharge of this duty shall be delayed much longer.
Congratulating you that you enter llpon the second term of your great office under auspices so favorable, .. ," ALS, ibid.
On March 7, Henry T. Blow, St. Louis, wrote to USG. ''I have had so much to occupy
me of late, that I could not visit the Capitol as I anticipated, and witne~s your 2d Inauguration and full endorsement by the American People. r trust however that it is not too late
to say, that r wish you and yours every happiness flowing from a lofty position, where high
Governmental and social duties are discharged from pure and elevated impulses, and that
I feel very confident t hat Mrs Grant and yourself, will be cheered and sustained in your
public and private life, by the increased confidence and affection of the whole country."
ALS, ibid,
Also on March 7, Henry W. Hilliard, Augusta, Ga., wrote to USG. "Private-... 1
cannot deny myself the pleasure of expressing to you the very great satisfaction whidi I
have felt in reading your lnaugural Address-I was in Washington and was present at
your first inauguration-At your invitation I passed an evening with you, and was pleased
to hear you express generous sentiments towards the Southern people-Some painful
events afterwards occurred, and a perfect reconciliation did not follow-But now J hope
that every thing will go well-The sentiments just uttered by you are very noble; indeed
I may say here what I did say upon reading your Address, it is the finest ever yet delivered
by a President of the United States, on such an occasion-I hope that your Administration
will be in every way, successful; and 1shall give it my hearty and steady support. r served
in Congress for years, and always contributed what I could to maintain an<l strengthen the
Union of the States, while I at the same time represented the people of Alabama, to the
best of my ability. And when I represented the country abroad, 1 felt that it was all my
country, from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico-When you visit the South you will
be warmly welcomed every where, and I trust that in the progress of your Administr'dtion, the whole country will be restored to true tranquillity, and experience a perfect reconciliation-I am sure that you earnestly desire to see this take place, and I believe that
in the order of Providence, you will be able to accomplish it-" ALS, ibid.
On March 10, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Highwood Park, N. J., wrote to USG. "As you
are President and yours the first party in whose triumph the women of the nation have
ever taken an active part, I read your 'inaugural address' with more than usual interest,
and considered its many admirable points with profit and pleasure. In stating, as you do,
on the one hand, that our army, navy, and the war spirit are gradually decreasing, and a
more huma11e policy controlling our foreign relations as well as oppressed classes at home,
and, on the other hand, that universal education and commerce are quickening thought,
railroads and telegraphs annihilating time and space, and thus melting the nations of the
earth in one, you show how clearly the march of civilization towards Republicanism or
self-government depends on the laws of physical and moral science alike, ever keeping
step and tlme. To those who see the hand of the 'Great Maker,' or eternal law, in all things,
your prophesies of the future unity of the race are not vain imaginings, but mathematical
certainties. As the history of nations through the long past, has been one struggle for
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equality, we know th.is must be the struggle of the future until all are free and equal. While
congratulating you, Mr. President, on the wisdom and humanity of your 'inaugural address,' l would remind you that in making many generous pledges to three classes of oppressed citizens, namely, laborers, negroes, and Indians, you forget to mention the
'20,000,000 disfranchised women who arc classed in all the State Constitutions with idiots,
lunatics, paupers, and criminals, who are taxed without re·prescntation, arrested, imprisoned, hung, though denied a right of trial by a jury oftheir peers, a voice in the laws they
are compelled to obey, a choice of the judge who may decide their fate and the sheriff who
may perform for them the last deadly deed. I trust, on mature consideration, honored sir,
that 'you will stand committed to the correction of these wrongs, so far as Executive influence can avail,' especially as the party you represent pledged itself in the Fourteenth
Plank of its platform, in national convention, to a 'respectful consideration of the rights of
women.' Ifyour prophecy'that our Republic is to be the guiding star in the pathway of nations,' is to be fulfilled, you must make good the declaration that 'no just government can
be formed without the consent of the governed.' In referring to that millennial day when
war will be no more, and all nations bound together by the cords oflove, speaking one language, with-one religion and one government, it would have been graceful, chivalrous, for
our great Amerkan general to have hinted, that in th.is blessed work ohegeneration, the
women of the Republic would share in the work and the glory; that in this grand oratorio
of liberty and equality the voices of all humanity would blend sweetly and tdumphantly
together.tt Woman's Journal, March 29, 1873. On 1(March 1], Julia Ward Howe, Lydia
Maria Child, Louisa M. Alcott, and ni.ne others, had petitioned USG. "The Undersigned,
Republican Women of Massachusetts, respectfully request that you will invite the attention of Congress, in your Inaugural Address, to the folJfteenth resolution of the National
Republican Platform, which pledges 'respectful consideration to the honest demand of the
Women ofAmerica for additional rights, 'with especial reference to the recognition of our
right of suffrage. Congress has power to make 'all needful rules and regulations for the
Territories.' ln two of them (Wyoming and Utah) Woman Suffrage is already established
by law. The results in Wyoming are clearly set forth in the enclosed letter from Judge
Kingman, to which we respectfully ask your consideration, also in the enclosed message
of Governor Campbell. It is particularly ,important that no action should be taken by Congress to restrict Woman's ell'.ercise of Suffrage where her right is already recognized, and
that this recognition shall be made a condition of the admission of new States. We respectfully ask you to recommend that Congress shall ena<:t a law establishing Impartial
Sufftage for all American citizens, irrespective of sex. in the Territories of t he United
States. By doing this, you will advance the highest interests of Civilization, and will receive tbe grateful thanks of millions of American women now taxed without representation and governed without consent, .. : DS, Gilder Lehrman Collection, NNP. "The
President stated in reply that he had completed his inaugural, but he looked with favor and
approval on all efforts for the enlargement of woman's sphere of work and of influence."
St. Louis Democrat, March 3, 1873.
On March 10, Duncan McPherson, Baltimore, wrote to USG concerning the reference to Indian policy in his inaugural. " . . . I present my plan for making the 'Aborigines'
of this country, a productive class in the way of labor, such as good Farmers, Mechanics
and Tradesmen generally. But, to get this plan to work properly, we must not conflict with
'Our Bill of Rights,• and to avoid an interference in this particular, there should be an
amendment made to The Constitution to meet this emergency, which is to declare aJJ uncivilized people, such as our lndians, who arc Adults at present, to be considered by our
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laws as infants or minors of fifteeJJ years of age, and all the children belonging to the
Adults of said Indians, to be considered as all other infants or minors in the Law and by
this amendment being made, we have the road clear to proceed which requires laws to be
made to meet the case in point which would be a General Apprentice Law. The Several
States would be required to make laws to cooperate with the same. Now by the Tndians
being dedared infants or minors, they must have a general Guardian, the General Government here becomes their Guardian, and the lands that belong to them at present, The
Govern would hold as the Indian property until the Indians who are Apprentices become
Twenty One Years of age, when they shall become sole owners of the land set apart for
them The Government will divide the uncivilized Indians in several parts to be apportioned out to each State according to the population, and an Agent appointed in each State
to apprentice them out to indust rious Farmers, Merchants Meckanics &c until they are
Twenty One years of age, thus making Six years Service for all at fifteen years old, and all
under fifteen to ren1ain until the age of Twenty One. ...p LS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Miscellaneous.
Probably on March 3, Fish had written to [USG]. uMrs Fish thinks that as the Dip
Corps are to appear in full dress, that we, of the Cabinet, should also be in full [<lre]ss. I
shall therefore wear dress Coat & white Cravat" AL (initialed, dated GMonday" I 87S),
DLC~Hamilton Fish. On March 5, Fish wrote in his diary. "Blacque Bey calls relative to
the Inauguration Ball last night at which the Diplomatic Corps did not appear in uniform
for which he wishes to give explanation, I having last night expressed my disapprobation
of this proceeding. He expresses sorrow and wishes the President to appoint a day ou which
he will receive the Corps in full uniform. He protests that no disrespect was intended."
Ibid. On March JO, USG spoke at a diplomatic reception. "I receive with sensibility the
congratulations which you offer in behalf of your colleagues accredited to this Government. My intercourse with you all has hitherto been agreeable, and I trust it may so continue. It is my wish, and shalJ be my purpose in the future, as it has been in the past, to
keep up with the countries which you represent those cordial and friendly relations which
arc essential to the general prosperity and happiness." New T()fk Times, March 11, 1873.
On March 4, Robert M. Douglas had written to USG. "I have the ho11or to herewith
tender to you my resignation as Private Secretary. Although satisfied that a return to my
state will be in every way advantageous, I cannot but feel deep regret at parting from one
who has always shown towards me such kind consideration, and manifested so much interest in my welfare. Thanking you for your many favors, I remain with sentiments of the
highest respect and most sit1cere personal regard, .. ." ALS, CSmH. On March 8, USG
nominated Douglas as marshal, Eastern District, N. C.; on June 22, 1874, USG nominated
Douglas as marshal, Western District, N. C. On March 6, 1873, USG appoi11ted Levi P.
Luckey as private secretary. Joseph M. Maddalena, Catalog 2 1, Fall/ W1nter, 1993, no. 65.
On Marth 7, Luckey wrote to George H. Stuart, Philadelphia. uThe President desires me to acknowledge the receipt of your warm personal letter of congratulation of the
4th inst. and assure you of his appreciate of your kind feeling, and convey to you many
thanks." ALS, DLC-George H. Stuart.
1. On Feb. J6, U.S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio and U.S. Representatives Henry L.
Dawes of Mass. and James B. Beck of Ky. had written to USG. ~we have been appointed
a Committee by the Senate and House of Representatives to notify you that on Wednesday the 12th inst-the Vice President acting a.s President of the Senate, in the presence
of both Houses, opened and counted the votes of the electors of the Several States for
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President and Vice President of the United States-By the count it was ascertained and
declared tbat you was duly elected President for the term of four years from and after rhe
fourth day of March AD 1873 In performing this official duty we take occasion to tender you our hearty congratulations for the eminent civil and military services you have
had the good fortune to render to the United States-and to express our confident hope
that your Administration during the term for which you are now elected will promote the
Peace Honor and Prosperity ofal) the People of the United States without respect to sectional or Party divisions-" LS, USG s. On the same day, USG replied to the committee
upon presentation of this letter. "I sincerely appreciate this renewed evidence of satisfaction with my administration. When I was elected four years ago there was less regard for
party lines. In the last campaign political differences and personal hostilities more clearly
defined the lines of party; but notwithstanding this I shall continue to endeavor to make
my administration of the government one which will meet not only the approval of the
great party which elected me, but as well of all the people of the United States.'' New Turk
Timu, Feb. 17, 1873. See ibid., Feb. 16, 1873.

To Schuyler Coifax
Washingto1i D. C. March 4th 1873
MY DEAR MR. COLFAX:

Will you do me the favor and come over to dine, at four, an hour
near at hand. We will have no company except our own family and
some of our friends who came on to the inauguration. The dinner is
early and will give you time to meet an early train for Baltimore.
Allow me to say that J sympathise with you in the recent Congressional investigations; 1 that I have watched them closely, and
that I am as satisfied now as I have ever been, of your integrity, patriotism and freedom from the charges imputed as if I knew of my
own knowledge your innocence.-Our official relations have been
so pleasant that I would like to keep up the personal relations engendered, through life.
Affectionately Yours,

U.S. GRANT
ALS, Dennis Forgue, Hillside, Ill. On March 10, 18'7:I, Schuyler Colfax, South Bend, Ind.,
wrote to USG. "I left Washington on the first train after hearing your inaugural, to rejoin my wife at Baltimore, & take her to Andover, 0. Hence I did not receive your kind invitation to dinner that day. But Wormley rernailed •i t to me here & I received it Saturday.
Your kind & thorough endorsement ofme, & the affectionate tone of the letter, I saw at a
glance would be of great service to me with the public in this the most terrible trial of my
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life. And I send you my grateful thanks for so kindly & promptly authorizing me to use it.
You can bear such attacks so much more heroically & philosophically than I can, that you
can scarcely realize how they have pierced the hearts of my poor wife & myself daily all
through this long & sad winter. That is the reason we have been so seldom at the White
HotJse. It will make Mr$ Colfax's heart leap with joy as she reads to day at Andover, your
kind & heart- full expressions. Nothing could gratify me more than to have the pleasant,
the very pleasant reJations we have officially had, & to which you allude, continued through
life, And if I am in Washn during your term I will come to the Executive Mansion to call,
as a friend, confident of the same friendly greeting from Mrs Grant & yourself as of yore.
1 shall not trouble you about office any more than f have, but would rather talk of your
gracious sympathy & unabated confidence. Our people here gave me a monster Reception
on my return home last Saturday, far exceeding any I ever bad before not excepting the
one after my nomination as V. P. The City blossomed all over with flags, all the church
bells rang, & the streets were packed with people, showing that their confidence was
unshaken. Many old, lifelong political opponents participated. They are going to have a
County Fair here which will be very largely attended in the fall, & wish me to ask if you
could possibly come. I have told them unless you were on your way to or from your St Louis
farm it would not be likely. But l promised to bring it to your notice. With regards to
Mrs Grant & all the family, . . ." ALS, USG s. See Willard H. Smrth, Sc/my/er Colfax: The
Changing Fortunes efa Political Idol (Indianapolis, 1952), pp. S69-•H6.
On March 10, Charles C. Parker, pastor, Presbyterian Church, Parsippany, N. J.,
wrote to USG. "Allow me though an entire stranger, to thank you for your letter to
Mr. Colfax, which I have read th.is morning-It is magnanimous and timely-ft is the
utter ance of what I believe to be the general sentiment of the nation-It was fitting that
the Chief Magistrate should give voice to this sentiment, and thus help to lift the cloud
from one who has served the nation so well and upon whom l believe there is not a stain
of official or personal dishonor-For this letter, so prompt, out spoken and cordial, the
people, with an emphasis, will say 'God bless our President'-" ALS, USG s.
On March 21, Colfax telegraphed to USG. "Hope you will not deem it necessary to
supercede Carrie's husband O J. Hollister as Collecter for utal1 Territory," Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On March 27, Ovando J. Hollister, collector of Internal Revenue,
Utah Territory, Corinne, telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock. "l hear of movement to supercede me by Taggart please endeavor to counteract it refer to Sweet who caUed with
me last october & Endorsement by woods & McKean handed the Presdt them" Telegram
received (at s :46 P.M.), ibid. Hollister had married Colfax's half-sister.
1. Congress had begun in Dec., 187£, to investigate stock gifts to Colfax and other
members from Credit Mobilier of America, the corporation created to construct the
Union Pacific Railroad. See HRC, 42-3-77, 42-S-78; Maury Klein, U11io11 Pacific: Birth ef
a Raifroad 1862- 189:J (New York, 1987), pp.291-.~05; J.B. Crawford, The Credit Mobilier
ofllflzerica: Its Origi11 and History . .. ( 1880; reprinted, New York, 1969). On Jan. 6, I 8B,
the House of Representatives passed a resolution tailing on USG to appoint two attorneys
to sue Credit Mohilier for interest due the government. CG, 42-S, 359-61. On Jan. 16,
James A. Briggs, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. ''As Judge Stanley Mathews; of
Ohio, has declined the appointment as an Attorney in behalf of the Unhed States in the
matter of the Union Pacific Rail Road or Credit Mobillier, you will allow me to recommend in his place and stead, as an associate Attorney with my old and esteemed friend
A. F. Perry Esq. of Ohio, John C. Kennedy Esq. the head of the Law School in this Dis.
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trict; who has recently retired from general practic.e at the Bar... ." ALS. ONA, RG 60,
Applications and Recommendations.
On March 5, Aaron F. Perry. Cincinnati. wrote to USG. " .. . I have never known a
feeling more general and profound. than has taken possession of the people, so far as I can
judge, in regard to the abuses disclosed by recent Congressional examinations. I do not
allude to its justice or injustice: I speak only of the fact. in this connection, I desire to state
my conviction, both as to principle and expediency, of the wisdom of your announced adherence to the idea of reform in the civil service. This stone, rejected by our political
builders, is worthy to be made the h.ead of the corner." ALS, USG 3. Perry served as government counsel in the Credit Mobilier investigation.

To King Lunalilo
GREAT AND Goon FRTEND: I have received the letter which your
Majesty was pleased to address to me on the 14<th of January, announcing your election to the sovereignty of the Hawaiian Islands,
to succeed your royal cousin the late Kamehameha the Fifth.
Permit me to congratulate your Majesty upon this signal proof
of the confidence reposed in you by the people over which you have
been called to reign, and to assure you of my sincere desire that the
relations of friendship which have hitherto existed between the
United States and the Hawaiian Islands shall continue undisturbed.
And so I pray God that He may have your Majesty in his safe and
holy keeping.'
Written at the city of Washington, on the sixth day of March,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventythree. Your good friend,

u. s. GRANT..

Washington Natio11al Republican, May 23, 1873. On Jan. 14, t873, King Lunalilo had written to USG, "It is with great grief that ( have to inform Your Excellency of the death of
my Royal cousin Kamehameha V., which sad event occurred on the 11th day of December
last. that being his forty second birth day His Majesty left no heirs, an.d agreeably with
the provisions ofthe Constitution of the Kingdom, I was on the 8th [nstant, elected by the
Legislative Assembly, Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands; and on the 9th Instant acceded
to the Throne. Hoping from Your Exc:elle11cy a continuance of the friendship exhibited towards my predecessor.. . ," LS, DNA, RG 59, Notes from Foreign Legations, Hawaii.
On Jan. 4, Governor Edward M. McCook of Colorado Territory, St. Louis, had written to USG."( infer from telegrams in the morning papers, and the fact that some of ou r
ships of war have sailed for the Sandwich islands, that affairs in that Kingdom may assume
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such grdve form as to soon demand some decisive action on your part and the part of Congress; consequently I take the liberty of very briefly giving my impressions as to the disposition of these people towards the United States, at the time I had the honor to represent my Government as Minister Resident. The American mechanics, merchants and
Planters were almost unanimously in favor ofpeacable annexation to the United States;
the planters of other nationalities, with one or two exceptions, were also in favor of annexation; believing as they did that the change of sovereignty; would largely enhance the
value of all the property on the islands. A large majority of American missionaries favored
annexation; aod the opposition of those who did not, was rather passive than actjve. As a
class, the missionaries are the most influential on the islands, and exert a great influeoce
upon the minds of the natives. Outside ofGovernment employees, and the immediate cir cle
of the court; the native population would probably be indifferent; they are a kindly gentle
people, unaccustomed to the use of arms, indolent-, easily governed, and easily influenced. They celebrate the 4th ofluly as a holiday, and I think the majority oft hem would
decidedly prefer American to any other rule. l know of no American parties likely to
throw any obstacles ju the way of annexation unless influenced directly by pecuniary considerations. Hospital contractors and a few others would suffer financially by a change of
government; but even should this, lead them to interpose obstacles, their influe11ce would
be ttwpe unin1portant, My belief is that Hon CC. Harris minister of Foreign AffairsMr Phillips Atty Genl., Mr Allen, Chancellor, Genl Hartwell Vice Chancellor, and an old
soldier of yours, could if they so desire, and are assured of your support, control matters
in an Emer gency like the present, so as to shape them in accordance with your policy. All
these gentlemen are Americans, and men of more than ordinary ability. Mr Harris though
personally unpopular, with the Americans, I regard as by far the ablest and most adroit
among their public men. I presume it would be necessary to assure all these gentlemen
that they would be 'taken care of' in order to secure their cordial support and assistance.
As II strategic points, t hese islands are undoubtedly of the greatest importance. They have
the only harbors between our Pacific Coast, and China, Japan, Australia & the Eastwhich furnish safe anchorage for ships, or available places for military and naval supply
Depots. Even a second class naval power, holding these islands, could, in t ime of war
dominate the North Pacific, and control its commerce. They belong to us naturally, geographically and commercially; all their interests are closely identified with ours; their
trade is almost exclusively with us; and a large majority of the resident foreigners, as well
as the greater pQrtion of the capital invest ed there is American. I have in my p osession a
large number of private letters, memoranda and statistics, r elating to the climate, soil,
trade, population, procluctions, political sentiments of the people &c., &c., which I will be
most happy to collate, and condense into an available form, if you can make any use ofit,
and so desire. I have also all the data furnished by me to the Chairman of the Senate Comee
on Foreign Affairs, at the time a Reciprocity Treaty negotiated by me in 186~-S7 was
before the Senate for ratification. Pardon me for obtruding this letter upon you, but I do
it because I may have in my posession information which you might not be able to obtain
at present from other sources." ALS, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters.
On Feb. 15, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, Honolulu, wrote to Gen. William T. Sherman. "Since ruy arrival here, I have availed myself of tlie various opportunities afforded
by social intercourse to study the present condition and future prospects of the Hawaiian
islands, and the conclusions at which l have arrived may be of interest to you ai1d to the
President. The native population of the islands is rapidly diminishi11g; and this diminution
seems likely to continue, under the present political and industrial conditions, until the
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raoe is virtually eJ,:tinct. Under the same conditions, there is nothing to induce any considerable increase of the foreign population, hence an important change of some kind in
the near future seems inevitable. Every body here seems alive to the necessity of some
such change, and the subject is freely discussed among the foreign residents, the officers
of the Government and to some extent among the most intelligent of the natives, though
the mass of the native population, neither know nor care much about it. Two remedies for
the existing evils have been suggested, and are now the subjects of general discussion, the
one is annexation to the United States, and the other a Reciprocity treaty with our country, either would it is generally believed, stimulate the production ofSugar, cotton &c, and
consequent commerce with the continent, to such extent as to induce a large increase of
foreign population and wealth, thus savin.g this country from the fate which now seems
impending. The commercial and planting interests are generally favorable to anneJ,:ation.
Most persons connected with the present government are opposed to it, for evident reasons, and they are sustained by the Missionary i nfluence which is yet very strong, because
ofapprehension ofevil effects upon the native population. The few remaining native chiefs
are probably quite indifferent to the subject, except so far as it involves their pecuniary
interests, an_d possible succession to the throne, yet t.hey are doubtless at this time capable
of exerting more influence over the native population than all others combined. Indeed it
is doubtle!l!tfull whether the natives generally have as yet more than one political idea, that
of allegiance to their hereditary chiefs, tl1ough the seeds ofa new idea have doubtless been
sown by the present King in his appeal to the people to decide the question of his right to
the throne, and this new idea may soon expand into that of complete popular sovereignty,
for every voter, though he may despise pantaloons is able to read his native newspaper. My
impression is that the native people of these islands are now rather better qualified for self
government than the colored people of our Southern States, and that they are capable of
more rapid development, but it will require the stimulus of self government to carry their
elevation much beyond its present point. ... Altho' the present Government is naturally
opposed to any consideration of the question of annexation, the financial necessities of the
Kingdom impose upon it the effort to obtain reliefin some form, and a reciprocity treaty
with the United States is the remedy most desired. The difficulty bas been to give any
suitable equivalent for such a concession from our government. The only equivalent thi~
government has to give so far as I 'know is the harbor called Pearl River, a few miles west
of Honolulu; and this leads to a consideration of the value of that harbor. Pearl River is a
deep bay affording abundant anchorage for a very large fleet, its present entrance is a
shallow channel thro a narrow coral reef, deep water on either side; the channel could b~
deepened so as to admit the largest Ships at no very considerable cost. The harbor is easily defensible, and the anchorage is beyond the reach of guns from the sea. It is the only
harbor in all these islands that fulfils the above important conditions; the harbor of Honolulu is so small, so near the outer reef and so indefensible as to be useless as a harbor of
refuge in time of war. There is no other place in the islands that even approximates to the
conditions ofa good harbor. It is not in the power of this Government, and is not likely to
be to improve Pearl River so as to make it available. It must be done by the United States
if at all. The value of such a harbor to the commerce of the world, and especially to that
of the United States, is too manifest to require discussion. It is the 'key to the Central
Pacific Ocean, it is the gem of these islands, val ueless to them because they cannot use it,
but more valuable to the United States than all else the islands have to give, .. ." LS, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received, 767 187S. On March IS, Sherman endorsed this letter. "The
subject matter of this letter is rather Diplomatic than Military, and I respectfully trans-
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mit it to the President through the Secretary of War" AES, ibid. See Schofield, Forty-Six
Years it1th£ Anny (New York, I 897), 4.S 1- SS; Foreign Relations, 1873, I, 485 - 502.
On March !! 1, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recorded in bis diary. "l read
Mr, Peirce's despatches from Honolulu ... relating to the subject of annexation and reciprocity. I also present the Commercial Statistics of the Hawaiian Islands for 1872. Considerable discussion ens1tes regarding the relative advantages of annexation and of reciprocity and after a full interchangeofopinions the President directs an instruction to Peirce
cautiously and informally to sound the Government as to their feelings on the question of
annexation and the conditions on which it might be effected. , .. :• DLC- Hamilton Fish.
See PUSG, 2 1, 301-S; Merze Tate, Hawaii: Reciprocity or A,mexation (East Lansing,
1968), pp. 83- 90.
l. On Feb. 16, J 874, King Kalakaua, Honolulu, wrote to USG. ''It is with great grief
that l inform Your Excellency of the death of my Royal Predecessor Lunalilo, which
mournful event occurred on the Srd instant, in thjs City, three days after he had completed
his thirty- ninth year. His Majesty, like his immediate Predece.~sor, left no heirs, and in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the Kingdom, I was, on the L2th instant, elected by the Legislative Assembly Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands. At the same
time I have the pleasure to inform Your Excellency that, also in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, l appointed on the 14th instant my Brother, His Royal Highness Prince William Pitt Leleiohoku, to be my Successor on the Throne, if at my decease
J leave no heir of my own body.. Hoping from Your Excellency a continuance of the
friendly interest exhibited towards my predecessors and my country, .. ." LS, DNA, RG
59, Notes from Foreign Legations, Hawaii.

To Hamilton Fish
Will the Sec. of State please see Govr Yates who is desirous of
having his son aptd. as bearer of dispatches to Europe when an
occasion presents itself. I will be very glad to accomodate the Govr
in this if practicable

u. s. GRANT
M ARCfl 8TH

/7$

tNS, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. On March 16, 187S, Richard Yates, Washington, D. C., wrote to Henry Yates. ", .. I saw Grant to day and T believe he is disposed
to do what he can, but he says just now he can not do better than to appoint me Rail road
Commissioner, but promises the first vacancy for an important foreign Mission which is
not already promised. He is certainly very kind in his manner-and so are all our friends
urging him to do something; Grant seemed real willing to do any thing for you, more than
for me, and said three weeks ago he had occasion for a bearer of Dispatches and would
have very gladly appointed you as one-He has given me a card to Fish Secretary ofState
of which the following is a copy-. • . l will see Fish to-morrow or next day and will then
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write you. I am trying hard for a foreign mission and while Grant seems willing yet nothing presents itself-He had promised Gen foster oflndiana the Mission to Mexico before I spoke to him about it...." ALS, !Hi. On March 24, Richard Yates wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish. "When in the interview I had with you on Friday last I
remarked that f would be content wrth a consulship for my son, Henry Yates, at $ 1500, I
was having in my mind that the duties would be itt something like that of Bearer ofDispatcbes,-going and soon returning-But upon reflection, I see that it will require a
years residence-and in that case the compensation would be meagre- Ifl could, I would
add to it out ofmy own means what might be necessary, but I canunot. Excuse me, after
an interview that was so pleasant to me, I should come in with a codicil and respectfully
request that ifin your power you will give him a position of a little more consideration,-"
ALS, DNA., RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Henry Yates, born io
Jacksonville, Ill., son of Richard and Catharine Yates, had served as asst. cashier in the
New Orleans Customhouse (1869-70). See Illinois State Journal, May 2, 190S.
On April 18, J 871, Richard Yates, Jacksonville, had wr itten to USG. "May I remind
you of the matter of my appointment to some good position, of which you were kind
enough to speak favorably to me. I would like a good position in Washington or it, tt +e as
Govr of a Territory, which will soon come into the Union, or as Minister to some leading
country of Europe. Very many friends throughout our State have expressed the desire that
you would give me a good appointment. I shall go to Washington soon to see you." ALS,
OFH. On J une 8, U.S. Senator William M. Stewart of Nev. wrote to USG. "Learning that
Mr Warner has declined the appointment of the Governorship of New Mexico, and that
Gov Yates would like the position, I write this letter to say that Yates's r ecord as a war
Governor, and his known politic-al soundness seem to me to entitle him to any place he will
agree to fill-I find many who feel as I do-I shall be glad if you conclude to try Yates as
Gov. of New Mexico." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
On June JO, George C. Gorham, secretar y, U.S. Senate, wrote to USG. "I am one of the
many Republicans who entertain for Gov. Yates of Illinois a strong feeling ofregard based
upon his long and faithful service in t he Union cause during the civil war and the reconstruction struggle, and his generous character as a man. His desire to be Governor of New
Me.·dco having become known to me, l thought I might properly enough express to you
my opinion, as a Republican, that his appointment to that po$ition, while it might excite
unfavorable comment in some directions, would gratify patriotic people generally, who
would .gladly overlook a single well-known fault, and hope for its cure by t his very
recognition. I do not of course write this as having any official position which entitles
me to heard in such a matter, but only as a citizen and a personal and political friend of
Gov. Yates aware of your own kindly feelings towards him. Trusting I have not overstepped the bounds of propriety ..." ALS, ibid. On June 2s, Jesse IC Dubois and five others, Springfield, Ill., teiegraphed to USG. • The appointment of Gen Yates as Governor of
newmexico will please us & will be poplar" Telegram received (on June 24.), ibid. On July S,
Dubois wrote to USG. UA few days since I was persuaded against my good judgement to
sign a paper reccomrneoding the appointment of Richard Yates as Gov of New Mexico I
was totally Humbugged by false impressions made upon me, It is due to myself that
I should withdraw my name from his application which I now do, with all kind wishes
for your health and prosperity , .." ALS, ibid.
On Feb. JO, 1873, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Richard Yates, Jacksonville. "The
President wishes me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter received some days since,
and say ln reply that he would take much pleasure in complying with your request for a
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Foreign Mission if there were a suitable one available. He has consulted with the Secretary of the Interior, whose Jetter is enclosed herewith, and the Secretary will appoint you
as R.R. commissioner upon the next Commission, should such appointment prove acceptable to you. The President wishes me to assure you ofhis sincere regard." LS, !Hi. Probably earlier in I 878, Yates wrote to USG. "In consequence of some pecuniary embarassment, l am real anxious to get the appointment of Commissioner on each of the Land
Grant Railroads . ... lt is a real pity that after abstaining so many months, that I should
have been so unwarily caught in Washington. lt will not occur again, and l want the appointment upon the condition imposed by my own request, that for the first drink of any
intoxicating beverage my office as Commissioner shall cease.• William Evarts Benjamin,
Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892, p. 28. On March 26, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Secretary
of the Interior Columbus Delano. "The President directs me to say that you may appoint
Gov. Yates of lUs., one of the Commissioners to examine the U. Pacific R. R., if there is
still a vacancy on that Commission." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. Yates died on Nov. 27. See
Chicago Tribune, Nov. 28, 29, 1878; Richard Yates and Catharine Yates Pickering, Richard Tates: Civil War Govmwr, ed. John H. Krenke! (Danville, Ill., 1966), pp. 27 8-82.

To Anthony M. Keiley
March 8, 1873
DEAR Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of Feb. 27, inclosing a copy of a preamble and resolutions of
the City Council of Richmond, extending to me the hospitalities of
your city. I must beg you to accept for yourself and your associates
my sincere thanks for the kind offer and invitation. I did intend to
visit several Southern cities, Richmond among the rest, very soon
after the adjournment of Congress, but I have been compelled by
public duties to indefinitely postpone such a visit. Should [ be able
at a future day to make the trip I had planned, I shall most certainly
visit Richmond. Again thanking you, I am, very respectfully, your
obedient servant.
WASHINGTON,

u. s. GRANT.
His Honor, A. M.

KE1LEY,

Mayor of Richmond, Va.

New 'York Times, Marcl1 12, 1873. Elected mayor of Richmond in 1870, Anthony M. Keiley, a lawyer and newspaper editor , had opposed secession but served in the C.S. Army and
Va. House of Delegates. On April 11, 1878, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Keiley, Richmond.
"T he President directs me to say in reply to your letter of yesterday, that he has been expecting to make a short, informal visit, and in a very quiet manner, sometime this Spring,
but has not been able to set any time. He yet hopes to be able to do so." Copy, DLC-USO,
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n, 2, See letter to Alexander H. Stephe11s, Feb. 25, 1873; James H. Bailey, "Anthony M.
Reiley and ' The Reiley lncideni,'" Virgi11ia Maga.zille of History a11d Biography, 67, J
(Jan., 1959), 65-81; Joseph P. O'Grady, "Anthony M. Keiley (1832-1905): Vi rginia's
Catholic Politician," Catholic Historical Review, LIV, 4 (Jan., 1969), 613- 35.
On March 2.1, Luckey had written to Mayor John A. Erwin of Huntsville, Ala., and
to Mayor Thomas A. Kercheval of Nashville, declining invitations for USG to visit those
cities. Copies, DLC-USG, II, 2. A letter of April IO from Orville E. Babcock declining an
invitation for USG to visit Portsmouth, Va., is ibid.

Endorsement
Refered to the Atty. Gen. If the time of the present Marsl I of Ga is
about expiring, or if he is not satisfactory, I want to apt. Gen. Mc
Laws to that place. I have known him for thirty odd years. He is a
noble honest man and would not accept a position where he did not
intend to perform his whole duty, in good faith.

u. s. GRANT

MARCJ{ 12.TH

/7 S

AES, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. Written on a letter of Feb. 24,
1873, from Lafayette McLaws, Atlanta, to USG. "My disabilities having bee.n removed.
according to the Jaws regulating Such matters, J beg leave most respectfully to state thal
I have long since accepted the situation of affairs, as presented by t he acts of reconstruction, in good faith; and always have endeavoured to induce all of our people of whatsoever
T'dllk, and condition to cultivate kindly relations towards each other, to give cheerful obedience to the laws, and to unite in working out a restoration of our prosperity I have
never been in a position whe.re my influence could be much extended, although I have been
offered places of high consideration by my people, because the laws forbade me to exercise the duties of them, and my poverty has kept me at home. 1 now take the liberty to say
that I am well known in this state, and believing that you earnestly desire that there should
he peace and good will and good laws among our whole people, -and that the ener getic efforts of all should be directed to the increase of our material interests, rather than to
struggles, for political ascendancy, in manJ cases, by and in behalf of persons who care
nothing for the welfare of the people, because their hearts and homes are not with them,
which lead to the production of bad laws, bad blood, and bad government: I desire to use
my efforts to bring about the best results-I know nothing of politics beyond beyond a
desire to promote good order, and with it a good healthy feeling of trust and confidence
in the government. I take the liberty, relying for a hearing on the feeling of good will,
which exists as a rule among t hose of the Old Army who are graduates of West Point,
which to judge by my own heart it is impossible to er-ddicate, and somewhat upon a sentiment of old time regard, which I hope has not been extinguished. To ask that you Appoint me to Some Government Office in the State I would be glad to be in a position,
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where I could make my personal friendship for yourself available in carrying out your
views, and also to support and educate my large family. What that position may be J of
course cannot choose; As marshall of the state I could visit every section, exert a wide
influence and do much good, but in whatever place I may be assigned I will try to do my
whole duty.'' ALS, ibid. On March 10, 1874, USG nominated Mclaws as collector of
Internal Revenue, !st District, Ga., replacing Alexander N. Wilson.
On March 26, "The Republican Committee of Chatham County," Savannah, wrote to
USG to protest Wilson's removal."... At the commenceme11t of the war he was impris~
oned by the rebels, because of his well known loyalty to the United States Government,
and Davis suspended for the first time the writ of habeas corpus to keep him in prison. He
nevertheless remained true to the Union, and, at the close of the war, assisted in the organi.zation of the Republican par ty in Georgia. We can not forget that General Mclaws
was educated at West Point, that he was an offioer in the United States Army at the commencement of the late war, but left that army to join the rebel army where he became a
Major General; that, since the war, he has been elected President of the 'Lee Memorial
Association,' an organization that proposes to erect a monument in honor of the rebel
dead, and that he has not been in any way indentified with the loyal element in Georgia;
hut that he has been a Democrat; that he was elected to office by Democratic votes; that
he has sought office from the Democratic Legislature of the State, and is now said to be a
Democrat by the Democratic papers of the State. We do not believe that you would remove Col. Wilson and appoint General McLaws without reasons satisfactory to yourself;
but we are constrained to believe that your Excellency has been misinformed by some person or persons to us unknown...." Copy, DNA, RG 56, General Records. On March so,
USG nomiJ1ated Wilson as appraiser, Savannah.
On Nov. 4 and 5, John E. Bryant, Savannah, ,relegraphed to USG. "Am probably
Elected Although may be compelled to contest, If defeated it will be because of Mclaws
opposition" "Am counted out by democratic fraud aided by republican traitors, shall conte.~t and Expose their villiany,'' Telegrams received (on Nov. 5 and 6), OLC-USO, 18. On
Dec. 8, Isaac Seeley et al., "members of the Republican Committee of the first Congressional district of Georgia," Savannah, petitioned USG to remove McLaws. OS (/JI signatures), DNA, RG 56, General Records. On Jan. 12, 187.5, Bryant wrote to USG forwarding this petition. "... I also hand you a letter to myself from Hon. C. R. Osgood, late
postmaster at Savannah, stating that Gen. McLaws informed him that he favored the candidacy of Mr. Jesse Wimberly, a traitor to our party, for Representative in Congress, and
opposed me, although 1 was the regular candidate of the Republican party.... General
McLaws has removed from office every Republican official ill the first Congressional district except one, a clerk in his office whose services he cannot well be dispensed with, and
has appointed Democrats in their places. During the recent campaign, neither he nor any
of the officials connected with his office, except the .Republican clerk referred to above, in
any way aided the Republican party in my district, but the encouragement he gave Wimberly greatly injured our party. ... It is, perhaps, proper in this connection to state that
the removal of Gen. Mclaws, and the appointment of a representative Republican in his
place, is believed to be more important than such changes usually are. At the late election
no Republican candidate for Representative in Congress was returned as elected from
Georgia. Although two Republican candidates are contesting it is doubtful if either is successful. The Georgia Legislature consists of 44 Senators and about 180 Represeutatives.
At the late election 22 Senators and all the Representatives were elected, The Republicans
elected no Senator and but fivC' Representatives. But one Senator, holding over, is a Re-
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publican. But one Republican newspaper is published in the State, and it will undoubtedly
be suspended within a few months, unless there is a decided change for the bener...." LS,
ibid. On the same day, Bryant wrote to USG. "I have the honor to rec.ommend Mr. William W. Brown for appointment as Collector oflnterna\ Revenue for the first revenue district of Georgia in place of Genl. Lafayette McLaws. Mr. Brown was a soldier in a Rhode
Island regiment during the late war He has been a citizen of Georgia ten years, where
he married. In 1865 he purchased a plantation in Polk county and engaged in planting. [n
1867 he was appointed Q. M. Agent at Marietta, and placed in charge of construction at
the National Cemetary which position he held acceptably to the Government until the
work was completed. In 1869 he was appointed Assistant Assessor oflnternal Revenue for
the first revenue district of Georgia, and held that office until it was abolished in 1873. He
\Vas then appointed Deputy Collector, and held the position more than a year. He is now
engaged ln planting in Laurens county. I know him to be an hone-St, capable ma.n well
qualified to perform the duties of Collector ofluternal Revenue. He is respected by all who
know him, and r believe his appointment would give entire satisfaction to the Republicans
of the fir~t district." ALS, ibid., Collector of Customs Applications. On Jan. 29 and Feb. 26,
Bryant wrote to USG recommending William W. Brown. ALS, ibid. On Nov. 27, 1874,
Brown, Savannah, had written to USG seeking the position; on April 24, 187.5, Brown
wrote to USG seeking appointment as collector, St. Marys, Ga. ALS, ibid. As of Sept. SO,
Brown served as deputy collector of Internal Revenue, 2nd District, Ga.
On Feb. 5, Bryallt had written to USG concerning allegations against McLaws. ALS,
ibid., General Records. On March 9, Bryant, Washington, D. C., wrote at length to USG.
~- .. Genl. McLaws has made a lengthy reply. He says:-'! deny every statement set forth
in Mr. Bryants letter and in the petition, except that under his leadership and that of his
kind the Republican party is disorganized and becoming smaller daily.' .. • In reply to the
charge that he has removed Republicans and an ex Union soldier and appointed Democrats ftt'!od-one of whom was an ex rebel soldier flftd Deme~ret in their places, he says,'I have removed two men from office under me for what I held sufficient reasons, and filled
their places with two good friends of Genl. Grant.' ... In reply to the statement that his
acts satisfy me that he is still in sympathy with those who fought to destroy the Union,
he says:-'lfhe me.ans to convey the impression that I am opposed to the Union, and sympathize with a.ny opinions, expressions, or acts hostile to the Union, it is an umnittigated
falsehood.' It will be observed that be does not deny my statement. I did not say that he is
opposed to the Union, nor that he sympathizes with any opinions, or acts hostile to the
Union. None of the Southern Democrats are opposed to the Union, if they can control
it.• .. He says that although the Republican party is largely in the majority in the 1st distriot, I could not call out the colored vote by reason of the manner my nomination was effected, and because oft he popularity of my opponent with the colored voters; and hence I
was fa1rly defeated. It is not true that I was not fairly nominated. It is not true that I <lid
not call out the colored vote because of the manner ofmy nomination and the popularity
of my opponent. It is not true that I was fairly defeated, r was defeated hecaused of the
treachery of professed Republicans, and because of the frauds perpetrated by Democrats,
as every well informed man in my district knows.. . , For nearly eight years we have la•
bored to establjsh a successful Republican party in Georgia. It is a.lmost impossible to describe the dangers and difficulties through which we have passed. Many of our leaders
hav-e been murdered. Some, faint hearted, ftt'!od were unwilling to confront the desperate
TJ)en who have opposed us, and submit ffte to the vile abuse that has been heaped upon us
by 'respectablt Democrats, and gave up the contest. But we still have a hand of as true men
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as ever faced a foe. They have never flinched, and they arc always ready fer ffte to fight for
the cause we all love so much. We have often heard our t rusted leaders abused by Democratic politicians, but this is the first time that we have known a Federal official M9 ~
tit tit,~, to thus abuse them. Mr. President-, ln behalf of the Republicans of my district
whom I assure you that I truly r£presnt in this matter, I beg that you will remove Genl.
McLaws and appoint in his place Mr. Wm W. Brown who has, I believe, the unanimous
support of our leaders." ALS, ibid. USG endorsed both letters. ''Tr eas.» A,E (undated),
ibid. On June 7, Bryant, Savannah, wrote to USG." Personal • . . Respectfully referring to
my last co1wersation with you in regard to the removal of Genl. Lafayette McLaws from
the position of Collector of Internal Revenue, when you informed me that you should
probably remove him afrer the Senate adjourned, I have the honor to say that it is believed
to be very important that the change should be made atone... : ALS, ibid. On Feb. 9, 1876,
Bryant WTote to USG charging that Mc Laws "is one ofthe vice presidents of the rebel organization, known as 'The Survivers Association of Confederate soldiers of the State of
Georgia:1• ALS, ibid. On Dec. 12, following a consolidation of revenue districts, USG
nominated McLaws as postmaster, Savannah. See P USG, 16, 524-26.
1. On March 7, 1875, USG had nominated William H. Smyth to continue as marshal, Ga. On March 51, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Smyth, Atlanta. "The facts are these.
The President wo11ld like to appoint a man Marshal provided there was a place that he
could give you that would be .fully as acceptable to you. There has been 110 charge against
you nor is there any desire to have you resign 1mless there is something that you can have
that will bejuste.ractly as acceptable to you as the place you have. This is the idea the President wished me to convey-and no more. I assure you there is no feeling against you of
any sort." Copy, DLC-USG. ll, 2. See PUSG, 19, ,i.22.

Order
In consequence of the peculiar and confidential relations which
from the nature ofthe service must exist and be maintained between
the Department of State, and its clerks Rules 2, s, and 4 of the
"Rules and Regulations for the Civil Service, promulgated by the
President, 19th December 1871, as amended by the Executive Order, 16th of April 1872-" shall in their application to that Department be modified as follows namely. Vacancies occurring in any
grade of Consulates or Clerkships in the Department may be filled
either by transfer from some other grade or service, Clerical, Consular or Diplomatic under the Department of State, or by the
appointment of some person who has previously served under the
Department of State to its satisfaction, or by the appointment of
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some person who has made application to the Secretary of State
with proper certificates of character, responsibility and capacity, in
the manner provided for applications for Consulates of which the
lawful annual compensation is more than one thousand dollars and
less than three thousand dollars, and who has on examination been
found qualified for the position.
u. S. GRANT
WASHINGTON, MARCH 14TH 1875

OS, DLC-Executive Orders; copies (2), DLC-Hamilton Fish. SED, 4S-l - 5S, 100. See
PUSG, 22, soo-so2.
On Sept. 17, 1872, Secr etary of State Hamilton Fish, Garrison, N. Y., had written to
USG. "Yesterday I received a letter from Govr Orr, declining the mission to the Argentine Republic. He places the declension on the necessity of attending to his private affairs,
& expresses profow:id gratjtude for the tender of the appointment, & great interest in your
success in the Election. [ learn from the newspapers the appointment of Mr Bretano as
Consol at Dresden-this Consulate is one of those which I reported to you as vacant,
when we were togetber last in Washington, and which you then authorised me to fill-it
Is also one which the Civil Service regulations required should be filled by a previous formal designation by the Secretary of State and after an examination-I regret that I was
not in Washington, at the time of the appointment, for personal considerations; & also
that I should then have suggested, what no doubt was not thought of: the requirements of
the regulations of the 'Civil Service' on which the public mind is now much agitated-"
ALS (press), DLC-Hamilton Fis-h. On Dec. !I, USG nominated former governor James I,,
Orr ofS. C. as minister to Russia.
On Aug. 12, Norman B. Judd, Chicago, had written to USG. "Our German friends in
Chicago are exceedingly anxious to have Lorenz Brentano appointed to a Consulship.
Mr. Brentano was for:merly Editor of the Staats Zeitung and one of the most active, talented, and influential amongst his countrymen in the State of Illinois. A few _years since
he retired from business with a competence, and was in Europe at the time of the great
Chicago fire, by which nearly all his income was swept away. He was at Zurich at the time
of agitation in Europe in relation to the question of indirect damages under the English
Treaty, and wrote a series of very able articles presenting the American side of the case,
which were published in the Allegemine Zeitung in Augsburg. The effect of those articles
was to determine the German public opinion in our favor. l am advised that our Minister
in Switzerl311d l\as placed the facts before the State Department and expresses his opinion a.s to the obligation under which we are to Mr. Brentano, His ability and literary
qualifications make him in every respect, a proper person to receive such an appointment,
and in the present situation of public affairs here, it is extremely important that Mr. Brentano should receive this recognition without unnecessary delay." LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. U.S. Senator John A. Logan of
and others
endorsed this letter. AES (undated), ibid. Related papers are ibid. On Sept. 12, Orville E.
Babcock wrote to Logan. "Personal.... Your letter of Aug. s l. to the President, in regard
to Mr Brentano, came here, and I retained it until he came down yesterday, when he read
-it. He directed me to ascertain what consulships were vacant in Europe, and [ found that

m.
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Dresden was t he only place of importance enough to offer your friend. The Pre~-ident has
appointed hiw there, and signed the appointment to-day. I congratulate you on your success.u LS, DLC-John A. Logan. On Dec. .S, USG nominated Lorenz Brentano as consul,
Dresden.

To Ministers and Consuls
Wi1shington D. C. Mch. 15th 1873
SIR:

This will introduce to you Mr Thomas Nast, the Artist, who
has achieved a national reputation through his illustration[s] in
'Harpers Weekly'. Mr Nast prop[osesJ making a tour of Europe,
and I take great pleasure in commending him to your good offices
while he may remain in your vicinity.
Very respectfully yours
U. s. GRANT
To

U. S. MINISTERS AND CoNSULS

LS, Melvi_n J. Mateyka, Edwardsville, lll. Born in 1840 in Germany, Thomas Nast grew
up in New York City, where he attended the Academy of Design and began drawing for
Frank Leslie's Illustrated NBUJspaper. In I 862, Nast joined Harpe.r's Weekly, where he became influ.ential through his wartime sketches and postwar political cartoons. 011 Jan. 20,
1878, USG wrote: "I freely contribute one hundred dollars to the Nast fund, as a very
slight token of my appreciation of his genius an<l services." Charles Hamilton Auction
No. 88, June 12, 1975, p. 34. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish and others contributed to
the fund. See Albert Bigelow Paine, Th. Nast, His Period and His P ictures (New York,
19M), p. 266.
On March l.S, Nast, Morristown, N. J., wrote to Orville E. Babcock. "!fit is really
true as you tell me, that the president has changed his mind, 1 am determined not to be
tampered with any longer, and shall sail on the 19th and see to the thing myself. l shall
call on Mr Schenck the very first thing, and tell him that J demand his resignation instantly,
and if he doesn't give it to me-why, I'll fake it! Then l shall present myself at St. James's
as the most representative American, we have. ft is a slander and a libel to insinuate that I
ever caricatured Mr Schurz, as it is an utter impossibility to do so, [-j my efforts to do
Mr Trumbull, are tamest failures. If the British lion docs not behave himself while I am
minister, I sha pl] cut off his tail and send you a bit, as a trophy ofmy services on behalf
of my country! With kindest r egards to Mrs Babcock from both self and wife, • ..~ ALS,
ICN. Nast included a caricature of himself cutting off a lion's tail.
On April 17, Sarah E. Nast, Morristown, wrote to Fish. "The documents appointing Mr Nast, commissioner for Vienna were sent from Harper's to-day, and Twill forward
them to him at once. • . ," ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Rccommenda-
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tion. On May 17, U.S. Senator George S. Boutwell of Mass., Groton, wrote to USG. "A
few days since I met Mr. James Redpath who has recently returned from England and from
him learned some facts touching the condition and purposes of Mr. Nast of Harper's
Weekly. Mr. Redpath says that Mr. Nast is much worn by hard work and that his pay has
been only sufficient for the support of his family; that he is in Europe for the purposes of
relaxation, and that for two years he would like to remain there. The end is a suggestion
that one oft be superfluous co11mlates be given to Mr. Nast I think Mr. Nast has done good
service and I believe that he is a most excellent person aside from and above his great genius. Thus, without any personal interest, I lay the case of Mr. Nast before you, and commend him to the Hon! Secretary ofState whose resources in consulates are, I trust, as of
old, illimitable.n ALS. ibid. No appointment followed.

To Senate
[March 17, 1873]
I nominate Hon. Hamilton Fish for Sec. of State. Hon. Wm A. Richardson for Sec. of the Treas. Hon. Wm W Belknap for Sec. of War:
Hon. Geo. M. Robeson for Sec. ofthe Navy: Hon. John A. J. Creswell
for Post Master Genl: Hon Geo. H. Williams: Hon. Columbus
Delano for Sec. of the Int.
ADf (undated), NN. On Saturday, March 15, 187$, Orville E. Babcock had written lo all
cabinet officers. "The President directs me to say that he will be pleased to h-1ve you call
at the Executive Mansion on next Monday at half past ten, and bring with you nominations for all t he appointments pertaining to your department which in your opinion
should be made at this ti.me." Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. See Hamilton Fish diary,.March 17,
1873, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On March 17, USG renominated each cabinet officer except
George S. Boutwell, replaced by William A. Richardson. See Nevins, Fish, pp. 6 96-99.

To George S. Boutwell
Washington, D. C. March 17th 1873
HoN. GEo. S. BouTWELL,
DEAR SIR:

In accepting your resignation of the office of Sec. of the Treas.,
an office which you have filled for four years with such satisfaction
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to the country, allow me to express the regret I feel at severing official relations which have been, at all times, so agreeable to me,
and,-as I am assured by your letter of resignation-to you a1so.
Your administration of the important trust confided to you four
years since has been so admirably conducted as to give the greatest
satisfaction to me because, as I read public judgment and opinion,
it has been satisfactory to the country. The policy pursued in the
office of Sec. of the Treas. by your successor I hope may be as successful as yours has been, and that no departure from it will be made
except such as experience and change of circumstances may make
necessary.
Among your new official associates l trust you wiU find the
same warm friends and co- workers that you leave in the Executive
branch of the Government.
You take with you my most sincere well-wishes for your success
as a legislator and as a citizen; and the assurances of my desire to
continue the warm personal relations that have existed between us
during the whole of our official connection.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On March 17, 187S, George S. Boutwell, Washington, D. C.,
wrote to USG. ~Having been elected to the Senate ofthe United States by the Legislature
of Massachusetts l tender my resignation ofthe office ofSecretary ofthe Treasury. In severing my official relations with you it is a great satisfaction to me that on all occasions you
have given me full confidence and support in the discharge of my public duties. ln these
four years my earlier acquaintance with you has ripened into earnest personal friendship
whit.h I am confident will remain unbroken.~ ALS, USG s. Boutwell had been elected to
fill the seat resigned by Vice President Henry Wilson. See Boutwell, Remimsce.nce.r efSixiy
Tears in Public A_ffairs (New York, 1902), II, 22 1-23.
Ou Nov. 10, 1872, D. M. Davis, New York City, had written to USG. ul wish to Coogratulate you on the great Victory you have achieved over those Corruptionists When
Greely was endorsed by the Baltimore Convention, T said to my friends I was glad of it.
Now we will hurry Greely and all those sham Republicans in one grave with the Democratick party and that will be the last of that dis-honest Crew. I want to say a few words in
regard to your Secetary Boutwell his Course has been critisised rather serely here by the
Merchants. They say he had better attend to his own business and Jet Wall st get out of
her Corners as she got i11, Mr Boutwells inflation policy in reishuing those retired Green
backs wiJI make no capital for the Administration among good solid Merchants of this
City. All the Business Men that I have talked to condem it, It looks like Wall st Kiting"

ALS, USGs.
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To James A. Garfield
Washington D. C. March 18th I B7S
D EAR GEN:

ln your absence I appointed a lady for Postmaster in Ashtabula,
0 ., in your district.
It is of a class of appointments I am glad to make where it can
be done:-that is, it is giving a soldier's widow an opportunity of
supporting herself and orphan children.
I hope it will be satisfactory to you and to the citizens of
Ashtabula.
I am GenVery truly yours

u. s. GRANT
HoN. JAS. A. GARFIELD
Ho. or REPS.
LS, DLC-Jame~ A. Garfield. On March 17, 1873, USG nominated Lourane A. Carey as
postmaster, Ashtabula. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Joseph F. Sexton to replace Carey, who
had resigned in April. See Harry James Brown and Frederick D. Williams, eds.1 Tlze Dia1-y
ofJam~s A. Gadield (East Lansing, 1967-81 ), II, 161.
On Dec. IS, 1872, Enos P. Brainerd, Ravenna, Ohio, had written to USG. " Understanding it to be the desire and policy of the administration to promote the best good, and
carry out, so far as understood, the wishes of the people, is our apology for troubling you
with this letter. At tbe beginning of your administration petitions were for,varded reccommending the appointment of Edmund Twitt and A. K. Robinson to the position of Post
Master in Ravenna Ohio. We favored Mr Twitt, among those who prefered Mr Robinson
were some of our warm personal and political friends, including H. R. W Hall Editor of
the Portage Co' Democrat. I received a telegram at Columbus saying that 'Gen'! Garfield
our Represntative in Congress, had filed in the P. 0. department his rcccommendation for
the appointment of Mr Robinson.' I at once telegraphed my est eemed friend Hon J. R.
Grant then in Washington, to stay if possible, all further proceedings until the receipt
of my letter, which I then and there wrote him, recconm1ending the appointment of
Mrs E, F. Evans as a compromise, which letter Mr J. R. Grant informed me subsequently,
was placed in your hands. Mrs Evans received the appointment. Her personal friends took
the matter in hand, and secured for her assist ant, Mr W S. Krake, a very worthy competent young man (a soldier through the wa r) who assumed the control, and has had the entire management ofthe office since Mrs Evans appointment, for a very small compensation. Have been a resident of Ravenna for near thirty years, and can unhesitatingly say.
Mr Krake is the most acceptable, competent popular, and gentlemanly officer in that position, we have had during that period...... Copy, DLC-James A. Garfield'. A re.lated pe-
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tition is ibid. On March 17, I 873, U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio endorsed
another letter to USG. "Respectfully forwarded to the President for his consideration.
From the papers alrea9y forwarded to the President it appears that the people of Ravenna
desire the appointment of Mr W S. Krake to the vacancy which will occur on the 27th inst
by expiration of the term of the present incumbent" Copy, ibid. On March 18, USG nominated Winfield S. Krake as postmaster, Ravenna, to replace Eliza F. Evans.
On March 17, 1869, USG had nominated Evans. On March LS, Garfield wrote to
U.S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio reporting a meeting with USG. "He at once said he
would not have nominated Mrs. Evans ifhe had known what I told him. He requested me
to say to you that if you saw lit to suspend action on the case and advise him to withdraw
the nomination he would do so, but he did not li,ke to withdraw it on his own motion,"
Theodore Clarke Smith, The Life a11d Letters ofJames Abram Garfield(New Haven, 1925),
I, 44,4-45. On March 23, Horace Porter wrote to Garfield. " The President directs me to
say that the Postmaster at Ravenna Ohio had been determined upon before your recommendations for that office were received, and that the selection was not made with any intention of disregarding your wishes." LS, DLC-James A. Garfield. On March ':!4, Garfield
wrote to USG. "Your note ofyesterday, in reference to the Ravenna Post Office, came duly
to hand-That I may not further embarrass you in the matter, I have asked Senator Sherman not suspend the action of the Senate any longer• ALS (press), ibid. On April 8,
Garfield wrote to a Ravenna resident. "It would be a great relief to me if the President
would take the sol e charge of all the Post offices in my district. No more thankJess task
was ever imposed upon a representative than that of acting in Post Office contests, but I
do not hesitate to say that J think it injudicious to allow a person not connected with thedistrict to take the management of such a matter in the way Jesse R. Grant has done in
this." Smhh, Garfield. I, 445.

Endorsement
Refered to Sec. of State. If a Consulate can be given to Mr. Beyland
in place of some N. Y. man now holdjng the place I would be very
glad to accomodate him.

u. s. GRANT
MARCH 20TH

/73

AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Applicatioo and Recommendation. Written on ·a lette.~ of
March 15, 1873, from Mrs. John C. F. Beyland, New York City, to USG requesting a consulship for her husband. LS, ibid. On June 25, 1869, John C. F. Beyland had written to Secretary of State Hamilton fish. "I have the honor to apply for an appointment ns United
States Consul at some German city. I was born in Hamburg, Germany, am ss years of age,
resided in this country for I 8 years, was wounded and permanently crippled in the Union
army in December 1861, and am a citizen of the United States. I beg leave to refer to letters of recommendation filed in my behalf by Hon: Carl Schurz last march in the office
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of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue." ALS, ibid. On Jan. Ill, 1873, Simon Wolf.
recorder of deeds, Washington, D. C., had written to Andreas Willmann and John Beyland. "In answer to your request, for me to state what the President said in an interview
had between you, the President & myself, l r espectfully beg to state, that after you detailed in full, both verbally and in writing your financial status, your labors in the past, &
what you desired-. The President said that he was aware, what you had done, that he had
taken more interest in your paper than all others Combined, that at present there was no
vacancy, that as soon as there was he would appoint Mr Beyland to a Collectorship & if
possible promote Willmann to the Marshalship, that he sympathized deeply, & hoped to
do something soon, that it was his sincere wish to do so." ALS, ibid. On March Ill,
Mrs. Beyland, "St Marc Hotel," wrote to "Mr. Secretary; presumably Fish. "I beg leave
to state a few fact.~. For many months past Mr Byland has labored, without pecuniary reward, to keep alive a German Republican paper, Tbe Oestliche Post-with the greatest
efforr, and harrassed by financial embarrassments he succeeded in pulling it through,
Before and on the 5th of Nov' it did good service to the cause, as a directing influence over
the German element in N, Y. City and State. A few weeks ago despite Mr Byland's despairing efforts the Oestlicbe Post failed, leaving him deeply involved in debt, .. ." AL.5,
ibid. On April 21 and June 18, John Beyland, New York City, wrote 10 Fish concernirtg his
application and expressing particular interest in the consulate at Rotterdam. ALS, ibid.
Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. See S RC. 48-1-499.

To John B. Blake
WashingtonD. C. Mch 20th 1873.
Srn:
Enclosed please find a check on the T reasurer of the United
States for One hundred and thirty 40/100 dollars, drawn to my order by Mr George C. Gorham I Secretary of the U. S. Senate, and
which he has transmitted to me, as President of the Washington
Monument Association, at the request of Hon. H. W. Corbett/ of
Oregon, who donates that amount to the Washington Monument
Association.
Please have the proper deposit made of the money with the
Treasurer of the Association, and oblige
yours very respectfully

u. s. GRANT

DR JoHN B.

BLAKES

SEcT'Y. WASH. MoN. Asso

MARCH 20, 1873
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LS, DNA, RG 42, Washington Monument, Letters Received. On March 25, 187.'l, John
Carroll Brent, secretary, Washington National Monument Society, wrote to USG acknowledging this contribution. ALS, USG 3. On June 8, 1866, Brent had written to USG.
"l have the honor of informing you that you were unanimously elected Second Vice Pre.sidcnt of the Washington National Monument Society at the meeting of last Tuesday to fill
the vacancy caused by the death of the late Brevet Lieut Gen] Wilt field Scon ..." Copy,
DNA, RG 42, Washington Monument, Letters Sent.
On Nov. 15, 1875, William W. Corcoran and others, Washington, D. C., wrote to
USG. "The 'Washiugton Natl Monument Society' are now engaged in an effort r.using
the means of resuming work on the Washington monument by appeals to the organized
societies aud associations of the U. S. and with reasonable hopes of success. These appeals
have been responded to so promptly, and the subscriptioos have been a.ccorniJJgit with
such hearty e);pressions of patriotism and good will as to induce the belief that the monument will be finally completed. But as the subscriptions are made upon the condition that
no money is to be demanded until the whole sum requested to finish the monument has
been pledged the work on it cannot be resumed for want of present means until that pledge
shall have been made.... the Society beg lieve Mr President most Respectfully, to suggest that you will be pleased to make some recommendation, or favorable mention, of the
wash'g monument in your annual message to Congress, or in such other manner as may
seem to you appropriate. .. ." 0, ibid., Letters Received. On May 31, 1876,John B. Blake,
Washington, 0. C., wrote to USG. "In a personal interview with you a short time since, I
respectfully requested you to send a special message to Congress, urging the propriety
and duty of making an appropriation towards the completion of the Washington Monument; and in addition to the views I then presented, I beg leave to remind you that some
time last autumn the Wash. Natl Mont. Society submitted to the President a memorial
that he would be pleased to bring to the anention of Congress, in his annual message or
in such other manner as he might deem most appropriate, the clahns of the Washington
Mont. to an appropriation for its completion during the Centennial period. The Society
was emboldened to this course by the consideration of the national character of the work,
its frequent recognition by Congress, the obvious duty of the Country to the memory of
Washington the disgrace resting upon us in the unfinished condition of the monument and
the special sentiment inspired by the Centennial year. For some reason, no doubt entirely
satisfactory, you did not adopt the suggestion of the society, which they felt authorized in
making hy the greamess of the work and the patriotic object, deemed by them as worthy
of the dignity of such an occasion, and which they felt assured would be in consonance
with the feelings of the chief magistrate. lt is a work over the inception of which Madison
and Marshall presided, which the patriotism of america proposed to consecrate to the
honor of the brightest name in history, and which has attracted the symp11thy and votive
offerings of the most distant nations, whose ~ tributes are placed in the monument side by side with those of our own stares and people. Allow me to expre.~s the earnest hope that the \flews urged by the Society in its' memorial may even yet receive your
favorable consideration and that you will lend the weight of your great office and personal influence to wipe away t he stain ofpast indifference and neglect on the part ofCongress, and secure by the 4th ofJuly 1876 the adoption of some measure which shall p'rovide for the speedy completion of this great national work. I cannot withhold tl1e
expression of my humble opinion that such action on your part would find a warm response in the hearts of the american people, and that the completion of the monument by
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your efforts would form an appropriate and glorious crown to your adrn.inistration and to
your illustrious military services, and forever link your name to that of the Father of the
country your valor saved." Copy, ibid., Letters Sent. On June 6, Secretaty of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary." I show to the Pres ident a letter of Jno B Blake asking that
the Washington Monument Association he allowed to put up contribution Boxes in the
Department, other members of the Cabinet had received the same and the Secty of War
& Navy & Atty Genl had given the permission asked. I read it so that there might be
unity of action but express my opinion against it saying that it would be a precedent for
other charities possibly not so worthy and would result i.n very little benefit to the Association and that I objected to making the public offices solicitors in any way for private
charities. The President expressed himself as opposed to having any Boxes placed in the
Departments adding that large amounts had been collected for many years which went to
the payment of the Officers of the Association and keeping up the organization, that h e
has at this time before him a communication and is strongly inclined to make it the subject of a message to Congress that they take in charge the completion of the monument
DLC-Hamilton Fish.
On Aug. 2, USG signed legislation appropriating $200,000 over four years to <-'<>II~
struct the monument under government supervision. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XIX, 123;
CR, 44-1, 4375-76, 4811-16. On Aug. 12, Attorney Gen. Alphonso Taft wrote to USG
about implementing the act. DS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. See HRC, ••3-10

·l85;

SD, 57-2-224.

I. Born in 1832 in N. Y., George C. Gorham moved to Calif. in 1849, worked in
government and as an editor, and ran for governor in 1867 before he was appointed
secretary, U.S. Senate. On March 20, 1873, USG wrote to Gorham. "I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday enclosing your check on the Treasurer of the United States for one hundred and thirty 4-0/J 00 dollars, being the amount
donated by Hon. H. W. Corbett of Oregon, to the Washington Monument Assocn [ have
directed the contribution to be deposited with the Treasurer of the Association" Copy,
DLC-USG, H, 2.
2. Born in 1827 in Mass., Henry W. Corbett entered business in New York City al)U
in 1851 moved to Portland, Ore., where he became a successful merchant and banker,
serving one term as U.S. Senator {1867-73). On Oct. 12, 1872, Corbett, Portland, wrote
to USG. "I have beCJ1 informed that a petHion is in circulation asking the removal of my
friends from office vii those who stood by me and advocated my re-election. If such be the
case, I trust that no such step will be taken I do not know of one that is not an advoc.-ate
for your re-election. ALI kinds offalsehoods have been used for my defeat & perhaps may
be used to remove good republicans from office; I should personally return to Washington to prevent this, were I not desirous of remaining here to do what r can to aid in carrying our state for Grant & Wilson. I desire the success of our ticket here and should r egret to see any step taken that would in any way distract our party. I write you thus early
to apprise you and prevent any unwise step of which you may not be fully advised. I regard the state sure for our ticket" ALS, USG 3. Rival Republican factions in Ore. contested Corbett's reelection. See Nr:w York Times, Sept. 26, Oct. 12, 1872.
3. Born in 1802 in Va. and trained as a physician, Blake was active in D. C. affairs
and president, National Metropolitan Bank. On Nov. S, 1873, Orville E. Babcock wrote to
Blake. "The President desires me to say that he has requested the Secretary of the~ Trea-
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sury to direct that his salary be paid monthly to, and placc:d to his credit in your hank."
Copy, DLC-USG, 11, !2.

To Edmund J. Davis
Washington, D. C. Mch. 21, 187$.

Gov:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 12th inst., transmitting a copy of the Resolution passed by the
Senate of the State of Texas, extending to me an ihvitation to visit
the Capital City of Texas in case I should visit the Southern States
during the next few months.
In reply I must request you to convey to the members of the
Senate my sincere appreciation of their kind action, and my regrets
that I shall not at this time be able to avail myself of it.
It would afford me great pleasure to visit Austin and meet
with its citizens, but the visit to the Southern States which I contemplated making after the adjournment of the late Session of Congress, I have been compelled to indefinitely postpone on account of
my public duties, which, at this time, will not permit my absence
from the Capital.
I am, Gov.,
your obt. svt.
u. S. GRANT.
H is EXCELLENCY EDWARD J. DAVIS
GOVERNOR OF TEXAS

O;,py, DLC- USG, II, 2. On March U!, 1878, Governor EdmundJ. Davis ofTcx. had written to USG. "I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a Resolution this day passed by
the Senate of the State of Texas inviting you to extend you.r visit to the Capitol of out
State." LS, OFH.
On March 27, Anthony M. Bryant. Kentucky Town, Grayson County, Tex., wrote to
USG. "... you have doubtless Seen through the papers of our State that our Legislature
refused to adopt a resolution authorising Gov Davis to invite your Excellency to visit our
State this only Shows the armies of the Tratirs in this as well as other Rebel States....#
ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. Bryant r ecommended Bluford H.
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Dodson as marshal, Western District, Tex., to replace Thomas F. Purnell. No appointment followed.
On July 7, Davis, Washington, D. C., wrote 10 USG. "Mr. Britton (Adj. General of
ouT State) will hand you a letter and enclosures which will explain themse.lves. In relation
to the matter of that letter, Mr. Britton is sent to request an interview with you for myself. This to take place either at Long Branch or Washington as you may prefer. If I can
have this interview I would also request ifpos.iiblt that the P. M. General, Atty. General.
and Secy. of Treasury be present as the matters relate especially to their Departments.
This is of great importance to the Republicans of Texas, as we are about entering upon a
gener-,il canvass for State and Legislative offices." ALS, OFH. On June 26, William T.
Clark, postmaster, Galveston, had telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock,. "Governor & Party
gone to Washn to fight me tell President to hear both sides will be there next week"
Telegram received (at 2:00 A.M.), DLC-USG, IB. On July 6, a correspondent wrote from
Washington, D. C. " .. . There are now two interests here-one headed by Gov. Davis,
who is a candidate for renomination and re-election, and another, headed by Gen. W. T.
Clark, Postma~ier at Galveston; D. J. Baldwin, United States District Attorney, and
J. Warren Bell, Esq. The latter faction are here to save their official heads, and Gov. Davis
is here ostensibly to see the President and Secretary Delano about surrendering Satanta
and Big Tree, but really, according to the other faction, for the purpose of making au
agreement that he, Davis, shall surrender the savages if the President will give him the
scalps of nine certain United States office-holders in Texas, who are supposed to be inimical to Gov. Davis' renomination. A convention has been called irregularly, as the opponents of Gov. Davis allege, to meet on the sd of August to nominate a State ticket. I t is
also alleged that Gov. Davis is endeavoring to control the colored vote by promising its
leaders his influence with the President, and that he has al ready promised State Senator
Ruby, a prominent colored light, Clark's place at Galveston.. . ." New Tork Times, foly 7,
I 873. On [July I 4], Davis talked with USG for two hours at Long Branch. Galvesto11
News, Jl.lly !ZS, 1873. See New Tork Times.July 10, 12, 187S; Carl H. Moneyhon, Rep11blica11ism i11 Reco11Stn1etio11 Te:cas (Austin, 1980), pp. 186-86.
On June 18, Tex. Senators Albert J. Fountain and William A. Saylor had written to
USG, "The undersigned members of the Republican party of Texas, respectfully represent, that under the present condition of affairs in this state, with the De.rnocratic party
divided, and disagreeing upon many matters t hat have assumed the shape ofissues in tbe
politics of Texas, we honestly believe the state can be redeemed and placed under Republican rule; but in order to do this, there must be less of the rule-and-ruin policy ofleading Republicans here. And in this connection we beg to call your excellency's attention to
the pre.~ent governor, E. J. Davis, who, more than any other man, is responsible for the
defeat of the Republican party in Texas. While we attribute no dishonest motives to Governor Davis in the past, we must be allowed to say that his course in many respects has
been unwise and inj,udicious, alienating many g_ood men from the Republican party, anti
preventing many conservative men from joining who really had no sympathy with its enemies.... Gov. Davis, through his position and the state appointees under him, may show
much strength in the Republican State Convention soon to be held, but should you deem
it advisable to withhold from him the federal patronage that he and his friends boast they
are to have, and the present federal office holders in this state be assured that they would
be unmolested if they opposed the re-nomination of Gov. Davis, we can and will nominate
a man here on t he Republican ticket that ,vill carry this state, and place the state admin-
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istration and Legislature in accord with the National Republican party. Should Gov. Davis
and his friends succeed in nominating him and foisting him upon the party again, we say
upon their heads will rest the consequences." Galveston News, Aug. 11, 1873. On Aug. 2,
"B" commented from Washington, D. C. "The above remarkable document, which was intended to be kept very secret, but which I have seen and copied in detail, is signed by many
other prominent Republican members and senators and others, who are unwi.lli11g for
their names to appear just yet. .. :·Ibid.On Aug. 6, "B" r eported: "... The memorial petition, ... was a few hours ago presented to the president by Col. Saylor, late state senator. The president gave Mr. Saylor a fair hearing. He read the lengtby article, and then
conversed rather freely on the subject. He spoke in pleasant terms of Gen. Clark, saying
he knew him very well; that he was one of the most able and efficient ofthe volullteer adjutant generals during the late war, and that he hoped the complaints against him might
prove unfounded. The president, without saying very much, however, i11ti1Uated that the
'Texas fight,' as it is termed, is rather unfortunate and should have been avo3ded, as nothing can grow out of it beneficial to the Republican party, as it has more the appearance of
a feud or strife for plac.e and power, than for any good to any one. He also satisfied Clark's
friends that he. had come into possession of all t he evidence so far filed against United
States officials in Texas.... It must be remembered tltat, although the president spoke in
such pleasant terms to-day of Gen. Clark, it has been but a short time since he spoke in
equally high terms of Governor Davis, as a general, a sound Union man, and one who deserved much at the hands of the government. He even referred at t hat time to tbe fact that
Forbes Brittain and himself were at West Point about the same time, and also in the regular army together, and wer•e warm friends, and knowing that the governor married Brittain's daughter, added to the attachment he felt from the other circumstances named.. . ...
Ibid., Aug. 15, I 87 S. See ibid., Aug. 29, 1873. On Nov. 24, U.S. Senator James W. Flanagan of Tex., flanagans Mills, wrote to USG. "I ask t he favor to withhold Texas appointments, until, Say about the 10th, as I Desire to Remain until after our State Election" ALS,
OFH. In 1873, Flanagan had written to USG concerning appointments. William Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 6.
On July S, 1869, Clark, Bre11ham, Tex., had written to Gen. William T. Sherman.
"Corifid1mtial . .. Since I saw you I have become the victim of an unfortunate speculation
which has left me penniless-At any other season I would know where to turn and what
to do to get on my feet again-You gave me your opinion of Public office, still I want your
services in getting me a foreign consulate if any one is vacant, or if any change is contemplated-. .." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On
July 12, Sherman endorsed this letter to USG. "The writer was Gen! McPhersons Adjt
Genl, and for that reason has a claim on our friend ship." AES, ibid. Clark served as
U.S. Representative (1870-7!1). On Dec. S, 1872, USG nominated Clark as postmaster,
Galveston; Clark resigned in 1874. On April 13 and May 17, 1876, Clark, Washington,
D. C., wrote to USG. "l have tbe honor to apply for the position of ConsuJ ~General at
Vienna-..." "I have the honor to apply for the position of Minister to Ec.quador made
vacant by the death of the Hon Mr Biddle-Believing that you desire to help me in my
great misfortune, I have by the advice of my friends made this application-Texas has no
representative in the Diplomatic service so far as I am aware, and I cann ot see why any
objection could be made by her only Republican ? member Senator Hamilton-I make this
immediate application on the suggestion of my friend Hon J. A. Campbell, 3rd Asst Sec'y
of State- " ALS, ibid. No appointment followed.
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To John P. Newman
Mar. 25th 1873.
Srn:
As recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury under the
provisions of the second section of the Act of Congress approved
July 11th 1871, making appropriations for the consular and diplomatic expenses of the Government, you are hereby appointed to
examine into the accounts of consular officers of the United States
and into all matters connected with the business of their said offices.
Your compensation will be at the rate of Five thousand dollars
($5000.) per annum and actual necessary expenses.
This appointment to contin ue in force only to June 30th 1873,
when the law creating the office expires by limitation.

u. s. GRANT.
JOHN

P.

NEWMAN ESQ,

Copy, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Leners. On March 25, 187.'!, USG issued an identical
commission to Richard J. Hinton. Copy, ibid. See PUSG, 20, 1!15. On March 9, 1869,
Albert 0. Richardson, Nroi Tork TribuTU!, Washington, D. C., had written to USG.
"Col. R. J. Hinton has been a most zealous & efficient worker for tbe Republican cause, dating back from t he Kansas conflict of 1856-9 in which he participated: he is a journalist of
capacity & worth, & he served t he country with fidelity & value during the war. l heartily
join 111 the request that he may be appointed consul at Leeds England. As an old & respected member of the Press, & worker for the success of Republican principles his appointment would meet with general approbation." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. On
March l.'!, 187.'!, Hinton submitted to USG papers recommending his brother Louis J.
Hinton, a stonecutter, as artisan to the Vienna Exposition. AE, ibid. Louis Hinton was
among eight artisans selected.
On Feb. ll!, 1874, John P. Newman, Bombay, wrot e to USG. "I take advantage of the
letters 1 send to Jesse to e:icpress our sincere sympathy for you in view of the severe domestic afflictions through which you & Mrs Grant have been called to pass, and to assure
you of our daily prayers in al] our circuit al'ound the world, that our Heavenly Father may
sustain you by His divine & all sufficient grace. It gave me great pleasure to receive & read
your Message at Calcutta, which I consider a very able document. The Americans in the
Hotel were equally anxious to read it & I passed the paper around. That evening, I dined
with the Governor General of fndia, Lord Northbrook, and l was please to learn how
much interest the English take in your administration. Please say to Mrs Grant, that the
ivory photographs of her & of your self, which we had painted in Hong Kong, are really
superb & I know they will please her. We shall send them home by the first opportunity.
Tell Nellie, that while at Agra, I purchased for her a model in stone of the famous Taj, the
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most wonderful building on earth, & erected to the memory of the most beautiful woman
in the history of India. We leave to-morrow for Bagdad, up the Persian Gulf, as this way
to the Mediterranean is less expensive & more interesting & not much longer as to time.
When at the Jordan I shall not fail to get some of its sacred water for M rs Grant. I hope
to reach Constant inople in June & then go from the Black Sea up through Russia. Thus
far the trip has been all that I anticipated & even more, & for it, I am indebted to you.
Mrs Newman joins me in most cordial regards & desires to be remember especially to
Mrs Grant & to Miss Nellie. She will write her about her Persian Gulf trip. W ishing for
you & yours all health ;md all blessings. . ..- ALS, USG 5.

To George William Curtis
Washington, D. C. Mch. 26, 1873.
DEAR SIR:

Your letter of the 18th instant was received. I regret your resignation, especially the grounds upon which you base it, but must
accept it.
Very respectfully Yours

u. s. GRANT

MR. G EO.

WM C t.rRTIS

WEST NEW BRIGHTON
STATEN ISLAND,

N. Y.

Copy, DLC- USG, II, 2. On March 18, 1875, George William Curtis, Staten Island, N. Y.,
had written to USG. "As the circumstances under which several important appointments
have been recently made seem to me to show an abandonment both of the spirit and Jetter of the Civil Service regulations, f respectfully resign my position as a member of the
Advisory Board of the Civil Service. lnso doing J beg to assure you of my warmest wishes
aud ofthe continuance of my most ear nest efforts for t he success of your administration.'"
ALS, USG 3. On March 26, Curtis !el(>graphed to Orville E. Babcock. ~HAS THE
PRESIDENT RECEIVED MY LETTER OF MARCH EIGHTEENTH.ff Telegram received, ibid. USG replaced Curtis with Dorman B. Eaton. See PUSG, SU!, 316- 17; letter
to Joseph Medill, April 9, 1875; Ari Hoogenboon:i, Outlawing the Spoils: A History of the
Cil!il Service Reform Movement 1865-1883 (Ur bana, 196 1), pp. 12'il-27.
On Dec. 26, 1872, Curtis had written to USG. ·•1 wrote to you sometime since eettttt
in regard to the New York Surveyorship ftet'e-and I hope that my very great interest in
the ~
Civil Service and in the good name of you1· administration ~ l:,e ttty ffll' ~ ~ Wffl'ff, will jtt!lttfy justify rne i n ~ returning to the subject. J tftitt¼t
fftftf # wi-a l:,e rel:llt !led &:t tt +eM e,f tl,e It seems to me very important that in so conspicuous a case the general principle of promotion, if the subordinate is suitable, should
b e ~ carefully observed. =l=fte iifflt ~ t i t ~ ~ tJttte lll't! nM efM!' fttffl tit
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t'fte ~ wlte M"e as ftt 11:!1 l,e; ~ ~ l,e t8 lfflt fit fttffl' lty eha, aeter, 91 ~ !peetel e,1perie11ee ll:fttl wl!telt 1tt 18 twWftY9-" tll't e8tee 18 !I& e¥ff ~ . ll:fttl 91 ~
.
tit ft!.l lM ~ e4li:ee. ~ . The object of promotion is twofold: first to ~
make t he officer more faithful & efficient by the prospect oftl,e eeffi'1' ~ advancement;
and second, to 8eettt'e eeMeP attnct good m en to the service by the certainty that ability
& good conduct~~ will ~
them. be rewarded. Bttt if 11& wl,e,re M't' In Promotion 'fhe question is not, M tt t!I eHett ~ as some seem to suppose, whether there are
not other men in the country as fit & suitable :fep +l,e ~ as the subordinate but whether
the subordinate by character, special experience & capacity is not flt fitted for the office.
~ ~ 19 fftc ift'lpro. eille11t i,f +1,e s-.-tee, llt!d a:lthett~I. T he President indeed has the
power of suspending and amending the rules, the fact that he has adopted them is an fteft~ engagement of honor that he wi)l not waive them arbitrarily nor to gratify personal interests, ~ '!¥ftffl but only when he thinks that by 89 ~ disregarding the
rules he can attain the object at which they aim more ee,tesurely than by observing them.
To waive them tit 8Nie, t i t ~ except for that purpose is to abandon the whole effort
at reform. If fftc s1:1herlii1111te~ fed tried and competent men in the lower places see that
the rules are waived whene¥eP a 'l'C't'f desirable p4ti:eeost is vacant or when the political
pressure is strong enough, they will necessarily lose all faith in the sincerity of the r eform
and public opinion will share their hopelessness, So it will be seen that there is no principle Wfttelt which tltflt can be trusted, but ffttl+ ~ 11 di~pe9itieri that upon each occasion
there is to be a doubtful struggle. Your action in filling the N. Y. Surveyorship will be
watched with intense interest both by those who ~ sincerely ftWel' approve & by
those who bitterly 9i11ee1 ery oppose tli~helie. e yetl1' ftt the ~ ~ the ~
policy that you have restored, I l'N!eli ft9t aft!!} Should the former be disappointed, it
would be a very damaging blow to them. And I beg to repeat the most earnest hope that
the principle of pron1otion will not be ab11t11ieneli ~ tt 9ft9'i 9t'i,eM' thet disregarded
until you are satisfied that in the words of the rule, ~ ~ - no 'subordinates in the
sections & in which such vacancy occurs, are suitable persons qualified to discharge efficiently the duties of the office to be filled.' Indeed, I know nothing which would seem to
the good sense and iotelligence of the country so auspicious an omen for the new administration as an appoinhnent ~ to the Surveyorship ~>le o¥erh in p,IMt, obvious and strict
accordance with the rules and their spirit " ADf (initialed), Staten Island Institute of Arts
and Sciences, Staten Island, N. Y. An undated draft fragment in USG's hand may have been
intended for Curtis. "for any cause the appointing power may deeni sufficient. Nothing but
a Constitutional provision can change this. ~ ~ l'lf1¥e !ittHI ~ ~ aus,.e~etl ffltteft
~ 9tl:t" ADf. Ulinois State University, Normal, Ill.
On Jan. 28, 187$, USG nominated James L. Benedict, special deputy sur veyor of customs, N. Y., as sw·vcyor of customs, after the resignation of Alonzo B. Cornell. On Feb. 11,
USG withdrew the nomination. On March 14-, USG nominated George H. Sharpe, U.S.
marshal, Southern District, N. Y., as surveyor of customs, N . Y. On March I5, an anonymous letter was sent from Curtis's Staten Island locality to the New 2ork Tribu11e. ·•. . . I
ask the privilege of correcting an error into which your special Washington correspondent has fallen in his dispatch of this day's date. He says: When the withdrawal (of
Mr. Benedict's nomination for Naval Officer of the Port of New-York) became accidentally
known, and several of the leading journals of t he country criticised the President's action,
a Board, consisting of George William Curtis, Collector Arthur, and Jackson S. Schultz,
was appointed to select a man for the place, The child of that Civil Service Board was
Marshal Sharpe. The report of the Board would be an interestlng document to ·p rint just
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now.... I beg to assure you that such Committee has never, to the knowledge of Mr. Curtis, taken any action in the premises whatsoever. If the other members have acted, they
have done so without cousu1ting him-who has been on a sick bed for a month past-and
against a specific promise of one of them. If Marshal Sharpe has been appointed Naval
Officer not only in violation of the Civil Service rules, but without reference to the special
Committee charged with the duty of designating a proper man for the place., be assated
that it is without Mr. Curtis's knowledge or consent. Men do not willingly consent to be
thus publicly-shall I say snubbed? or would a stronger word be more appropriate? ...~
New Tork Tribune, March 17, 1875. See Outlawing the Spoils, p. 122.
On J uly I, Sharpe, New York City, wrote to USG. '1 desitie to thank you most
heartily, for the great evidence of your good will, and generous consideration, afforded by
the late visit to Kingston and the Overlook Mountain. It was an extreme kindness to our
people, and so thoroughly appreciated by all classes ofthem that I find their gratitude ex.tending somewhat to me-while to myself the mark of favour was so dear personally, and
so brilliant from its conspicuousness, that I could not trust myself to thank you in words.
How much good it is in your power to do in this way! I know already that the tone of our
people has been raised by your visit-they have more pride in themselves; and I am confident too that misconduct would be wore difficult for me .in the future than heretoforeI should bave farther to fall, Your wine is all sate, in a seperate store-room of this building, ready to be forwarded any where as you may direct. And there is no reason why it
should not remain here as long as you like." ALS, USG 3. See PUSG, 12, 190.
On Oct. 2/!, Eaton, New York City, wrote to USG. "I enclose you two slips, not because they contain comments which [ regard as warrented or as likely to be very attractive reading for you, but because they have some special lntent, by reason of their origin
and their spirit. The slip from Harpers Weekly is understood to be the first Editori·al written by Mr. Curtis since his return to his duties as Editor, and the slip from the T r ibune
indicates the temper in which the champions of Mr. Greely are disposed to follow in the
wake of Harper's Weekly. If I knew the facts in regard to the appointment rcfered to by
the Tribune, I should probably see that the proper reply was made, as such report.s remaining uncontradicted are to some extent damaging. I am sure that in the campaigns of
peace, as in those of war, you are glad to be informed of the hostile movements of the Enemy. From all I can see & learn, Civil Service Reform is steadily gaining strength & doiJJg good, & I believe that only courage & persistency & good sense are needed to enable
it to achieve a complete victory-which I e."\'.pect to live to see ..." ALS, DNA, RG 56,
Letters from the President. A clippjng from the New Tork Tribune (Oct. '.i! t , t 87S) cr iti1:izing USG for ignoririg civil service rules in nomin ating a collector of customs, Cedar
Keys, Fla., is ibid. On Oct. 25, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Secretary of the Treasury
William A. Richardson. "The President directs me to enclose you this Jetter of Mr Eaton's,
together with the T ribune article, & enquire if his memorandum on the card is correct,"
ALS, ibid, An undated, unsigned response is headed "Private Memora11da." "The memorandum on the card is not true as to Cedar Keys, but is true as to Key J~st-the appointments were made at the same time. The article (original) in t he N. York Post is evidently
from the pen of W Scott Smith whose friend and informant is friendly to Wreford the
present deputy at Cedar Keys. The facts are about as he states them, therefore the least
there is said about them the better for all concerned. Bush, who was first appointed, is a man
of infamous character, but Mr Conover must pay him for favors received, and the balance
of the delegation consented. His commission has been revoked and Mr Bloominthal appointed in the place; it is not altogether certain that he is a much better man. Bush has the
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reputation of a 'Thief,' Bloominthal is said to be a 'money catching Jew'. In my opinion
mistakes were made at both Cedar Keys and Key West-nothing can be said (publicly) in
defence of the former, the memoramlum on the c-.trd is the strongest possible way ofstating the latter, and yet, Mr Wicker who was appointed at Key West has made oath that he
is a resident and citizen of Lockport NewYork in order to draw mileage as a witnesS'. lfhe
is a citizen of New York M' ~ the same reasons urged against the deputy apply to him,
ifhe is a citizen of Florida he has perjured himself for a very small sum of money." D, ibid.
In [March], 1872, Eldridge L. Ware el al. had written to USG." We the undersigned
members of the Co. Ex. Committee of Monroe County Florida, would most respectfully
represent that, at a large meeting of the Republican electors of said county, held after a
public notice of more than 15 days at the City of Key West on the 4th inst. for the purpose of selecting delegates to attend a Republican State Convention to be held at Jacksonville, Fla. on the 10th day of April 1872-there were present a very large majority of
all the earnest, hardworking republicans of the County; who, while perfecting an organization, wer e met by insults and all manner of opposition, by a little handful of disorganizers, not exceeding forty in number: led by Wm G. Vance Esqr, Collector of Customs.
and consisting almost entirely of Custom House employees and attaches, who, failing to
control the meeting, and, being outvoted more than three to one. upon the motion of John
Sitcher, Deputy Collector-withdrew therefrom in a body, attempting thereby to break
up the meeting; but in in this they signally failed, as their numbers were so small, tf1at
their absence was scarcely missed , . ," D S (7 signatures, docketed March 19), ibid., Collector of Customs Applications. On June S, U.S, Representative Josiah T. Walls of Fla.
wrote to USG recommending Ware to replace William G. Vance as collector of customs,
Key West. ALS, ibid. U.S. Senator Thomas W Osborn of Fla. favorably endorsed this
letter. AES (undated), ibid.
On Nov. 19, Charles M. Hamilton, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "l have the
honor to -apply for the -appointment of Collector of Customs at Key West, Florida, vice
Maj. Wm. G. Vance, who, on account of ill-health has tendered his resignation, and recommended my appointment in his stead. Several weeks since I filed an applicatfon with the
Hon. Secretary of the T r easury, for this appointment which was very favorable receivd,
but I am since informed he would prefer not to make the appontment until Congress assembled. I have been detained almost a month here under rigorous medical treatment for
inflammation of my throat the result of a severe cough which I contracted in the midwinter canvass in Fla. in 1869, and which though often relieved, returns, after agitation.
as in the late canvass. My Physician, Dr. Reyburn-of this city earnestly recommends my
going to a mild climate. I do not solicit this appointment at Key West for such a reason,
only, but that I may, as far as I am able, adjust the much entangled state of affairs in South
Fla., generally, which has been neglected, overlooked, while it is worthy of the attention
of the Governmt." ALS, ibid. Sec Endorsement, Oct. 7, 1872. On Dec. 5, Hamilton wrote
a similar lette.r to USG. ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications. On Dec.
6, U.S. Senator Abijah Gilbert of Fla. favorably endorsed this letter. ES, ibid On Dec. 16.
USG nominated Hamilton. On June 16, 1875, Hamilton, Key West, wrote to USG concerning rumors that he was to be removed. ALS, ibid
On D ec. 16, 1872, Governor H!lfrison Reed of Fla. wrote to USG. "I have the honor
to recommend Hon. Dennis Eaga.n of this state for the appointme,,t of Collector of Customs for the Port of Key West. Mr. Eagan has held the Office of Clerk of Court for Madison County under my administration for two years & was one of the most faithful & com-
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petent officers, he was then elected State Senator from Madison County & in that position
has been an honor to the Republican party & the State...." ALS, ibid
On Dec. 11.'!, Curtis wrote to USG. '1 take the liberty of enclosing directly to you
three papers which have been sent to me.-1 receive the most earnest hopes and prayers
from all sides that you know how sincerely the best opinion of the country is with you in
your action in this matter. of the Civil Service." ALS, ibid. On Jan. 21-, I 87.'!, John Sitcher,
Key West, wrote to USG. "The Collector of this port, W. G. Vance Esqr forwarded his
resignation to the Hon Secretary of the Treasury sometime in the month of September
last. As no person as yet has been appointed in his stead, I would respectfully request that
my application for the Collectorship among the many that will be presented to President,
may receive a favorable consideration. I cannot apply in person, and would therefor e state
that I have b('en deputy collector for nearly eight years, during which time no complaint
or charge of official neglect of duty has been made by the Department or by any person
having business with this office. The former and the present Collector have certified that
I have diligently and faithfully performed the duties of the office, which certificates were
forwarded to the Hon Geo W. Curtis, and which I presume did not reach him,n ALS, ibid.
On Jan. 27, Reed, ''late Gov. of Florida," Tallahassee, wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to recommend E. B. Rawson, Esq. for the position of Collector of the Port ofKey
West, made vacant by the resignation of Mr. Vatice. Mr. Rawson has been one of the most
active & influential supporters of the Republican State & National administrations & is
among the most prominent business men of Key West. l!t His appointment will do credit
to the government & secure to the position an efficient, reliable & responsible officer"

ALS, ibid.
On June 27, WilliaJII H. Gleason, Washington, 0. C., wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to present the name of the Hon Wm H Hunt late Senator of the 23d Senatorial Dist
of Florida for the position of Collector of customs for the Port of .Key West; Mr Hunt is
a rnsident of that Collection district, is a first class business man, & has the confidence of
rhe Republicans of the State. he has already been reccomcnded for that position by the
Hon S. B. Conover & if neccessary can obtain the reccommendation of our entire Congressional delegation, .. .n ALS, ibid.
On Aug. 5, U.S. Representative William J. Purman of Fla. wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to solicit that no action may be taken for several days in the case of Collector Hamilton at Key West Fla., if consistent with the public interests. We desire to make an excellent recommendation for a successor to Collector Hamilton, but in the present absence
of all my colleagues such recommendation would have to come from me alone, whereas for
many reasons I would rather have the co-operation of my colleagues. Senator Conove.r
will return to the city in a few days, and we will then submit the name of a successor who
will do credit to the service and the party.~ ALS, ibid. On Dec. 1, USG nominated Frank N,
Wicker to replace Hamilton.
On May 20, U.S. Senator Simon B. Conover and U.S. Representative Josiah T. Walls
of Fla. had written to USG. "We were desirous of seeing yot1_ a moment in reference to the
appointment of a Collector of Customs at Ceder Keys, vice Mr Starkweather, deceased.
We have placed a recommendation in the hands of Mr Seery Richardson, for the appointment of Mr. W. S. Bush which he will probably present to you this morning & the only apparent obstacle in the way of Mr B's appointment seems to be some rule of the civil sirvice which might induce the appointment of the former Deputy Collector-a Mr Reford
or Rayford. While Mr R. may be a most worthy man he is not known to us or to the po-
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litical party we represent, nor to the people generally and his appointment will give no
$atisfaction to any one, save a few personal frinds of his. We have no complaint to make
against him, but do feel that our duty to our Constituents requires of us and of the administration, a recognition of the ,hardworking, earnest frinds of the party & the state.
Mr Bush is one of our hardestworking republicans, reliable, honest & deserving and we
most earnestly desire his appointt11ent, knowing that it will be hailed with satisfaction by
the people & especially the republicans of his locality-We have made this hurried statement, & trusting that our views & wishes may accord with those of your ExceUnce . .."
Ui (on White House stationery), ibid. On May 21, USG appointed Warren S. Bush as CQllector of customs, St Marks. Fla., pending nominatfon to the Senate; this appoiotJnent
was cancelled Oct. 21 , DS, ibid.
On June I 8, Samuel T. Day, "Late Lt. & Acting Governor of Fla; Jacksonville, wrote
to USG. "Being a member of the Republican State Central Committee and also Chairman
of the Rep- county Executive Committee of Columbia County the home of Warren S,
Bush, I do hereby protest against his appointment to the position of Collector of the port
of Cedar Keys Fla, and that his commission be withheld untill an investigation be had, for
the following reasons; !st That he is now bound over to the U. S. Court for mobbing the
county officials on the night of the 5th of March Which mobbing has caused every Repcounty official to leave the county also the P. master, who is now calling upon the U. S.
goverment for troops to protect him-He is now under an indictment by the Grand Jury
of the same county and bound ove.r to the next term of the State court -2nd He is really
a member of the K. K organization of whom tile colored people and the Republican organization are in constant fear of which I will send you a resolution adopted by tile Rep-Ex
Com. of his county as soon as I can procure a copy-srd He is largely a defaulter to tile
county and State having been collecto(r] of Taxes; in evidence of which, I will send you a
certified copy in a few days of a resolution adopted by the Board of County Comroissionrs
relative thereto 4th Both Democrats and Republicans are surprised at such an appointment under the circumstances, and the appointment will disgrace your administration in
the opinion of a 'large majority of the members of the Rep. party in this state" ALS, ibid.
On Oct. 16, Samuel P. Wreford, Cedar Keys, Fla., wrote to USG. ''I have the honor
to state that a vacancy occured in the collectorship of this District on the 6th of May last,
by the death of Mr. Jos. A. Starkweather. On the same day, I was personally examined by
Messrs E. 0. Graves and S. I. Kimball members of the 'Civil Service Board' with a view to
my prorootiolJ, as set forth in Rule 7, of the Civil Service Regulations, promuJgated by
your Excellency on the 16th of April 1872. as an evidence ofmy success in passing the
examination, I have only to state. tllat I was strongly recQmmended by the 'Civil Service
Board' on their return to Washington, but without success, owing to the fact that Mr. W S.
Bush was strongly endorsed by the Hon. members from this state. As Mr. Bush has been
committed to prison as a defaulter to the County in which he lives, I am informed that hi~
cause has been abandoned. Therefore, feeling confident that your Excellency will cause
justice to be done me, in this matter, I appeal to, and respectfully ask that your Excellency
will cause the 'Civil Service Regulations' to be enforced, in order that I may have what is
justly mine, according to those Regulations, viz. the appointment of Collector of Customs
of this port." ALS, ibid. On Oct. I 4, USG had appointed lsidore Blumenthal to replac~
Bush. DS, ibid. See PUSG, 19, -.ss.
On Oct. 18, Blumenthal, Cedar Keys, wrote to USG. «1 am reliably informed that
S. P. Wreford Deputy Collector of this port has written to you against my Appointment
as Collector of Customs.-The facts are these-Mr Wreford approached me to pledge
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myself to retain him as Deputy, My answer to him was that I could not pledgemysclf, because I did not know what the party might require ofme_ This he construes as hostile to
him. The party has no confidence in him as he served voluntarily in the Confederate Army
which he deserted, and he was indicted in Alabama for Arson. for which he was tried and
narrowly escaped the Penitentiary. Nothing saved him but disagreement of Jury. With
these facts before me could I pledge myself to such a man? Since Reconstruction I have
lived in Florida, allways a member of the Republican State E1'. Comittee, and have acted as
their Special Agent. I relferr to the Endorsement send by telegraph to Hon W. J. Purman
M. C to be filed at the Treasury Dept by Honl E. M. Clancy Chairman Republican State
Ex Comittee, and also Hon M. L. Stearns Lieut & Acting Governor. As to my Republicanism & character of a man I relferr to Genl Halbert E. Paine who has known me since
tJte I have been a Boy, as 1 was his Office Boy in Milwaukee. I refferr to Matt Carpenter of
Milwaukee & to Genl Butler of Mass. I relier to Hon Thos L. Tullock of Washington as
to my services during Reconstruction. I reffer to Genl Chandler ~ho conducted the campaign at the Fifth Avenue Hotel in N. Y. last year. I relfer to the Visitors Books kept at
Chandlers Rooms at the 5th Avenue for campaign months of August, September & October, and I reffer to the entire Republican party of tl1e State & to Hon W, J. Purman M. C.
l served as a Private in Col Frederick Heckers Regiment the l:Hth Illinois, was Mustered
in at Camp Pope at Alton Illinois and served as Corporal in Co K. during the war til mustered out at Chicago. I was in the Ranks when you as Brigadier first reviewed us at Ironton Missouri I have an honorable discharge. Recently when it became apparent that
Mr W. S. Bush would not be comissioned, I was recomended to the position of Collector
of Customs I am endorsed by Gov Stearns E. M. Clancy Horatio Bisbee Horatio Jenkins
L. G. Dennis E J. Johnson J. W Childs. Denn1s Eagan Geo E. Wentworth. Sherman Conant
J. B. C. Drew. A. A. Knight. J. S. Adams W. H Christy. Abijah Gilbert W. J. Pw·man. and
by t he entire fraternity of Carpet Baggers. T could reffer you to a host of Generals &
Colonels, but what l W'dflted, was, to bring these facts to your notice. lfWreford has made
any statements derogatory to me, I can procure affidavits from most of the respectable
Citizens that they would not believe Wreford under oath. May I not beg you President,
that if not in conflict with the Rules of the Executive Office I be furnished with a copy of
Wrefords letter?" ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received. On Nov. 11, Act. Governor
Marcellus L. Stearns of Fla. telegraphed to USG. "The state administration representing
the Republic-d.TI party of the state request me to beg of you to keep Blumenthalls appointment in force" Telegram received (at 4: 14> P.M.), ibid., Collector of Customs Applications.
Similar telegrams are ibid.
On Nov. IS, Frank N. Sanborn, Tallahassee, telegraphed to USG. ''Letter of Wall's
and Troy Attorneys at law in Alabama on file in Navy Department giving particulars of
indictment for arson and trial of Deputy Collector Wreford at Cedar Keys," Telegram received, ibid. On Dec. 2, Purman wrote to USG. "I have the honor to submit two papers for
consideration in the case of the Cedar Keys (Florida) Collectorship of Customs,-one is a
copy of a letter from Watts and Troy, attorneys in Montgomery, Ala., and the other a
certificate under seal of court, all bearing upon the character ofSamuel P. Wreford now
acting Collector at Cedar Keys by virtue of 'civil servi.c e regulations.' The attorneys,
Messrs Watts & Troy, say that Mr. Wreford's character was not good, that he was indicted
and twice tried for the crime of arson, and though finally acquitted that- 'it w;i.s the opinion of the public very generally that he was guilty,' and that he left the State (Ala.) shortly
after the last trial. ..." ALS, ibid. On Dec. 17, Purman and Gilbert wrote to USG repeating the charges against Wreford and endorsing Blumenthal. LS, ibid. On Jan. 16, 1874,
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USG nominated Blumenthal. On Nov. 8, 1875, Blumenthal, Cedar Keys, wrote to Levi P.
Luckey resigning his office. ALS, ibid., Letters from the President. Blumenthal had been
accused of fraud after an investigation by Timothy Pearson, special agent, Treasury Dept.
A summary of Pearson's report is ibi'd. See Jerrell H. Shofuer, Nor Is Ji Over Yet: Florido
ln the Era of Reconstruction 186!1-1877 (Gainesville, 1974), pp. 234-351 237.

To Anna Filley
Washington D. C. March 27th 1873
DEAR MRS. FILLEY:

Your letter of the 17th inst. kindly inviting Mrs. Grant & myself to become your guests during our proposed visit to St. Louis,
this Spring, was duly received. We both feel much obliged to you for
the invitation, but if we go to a private house to stay atall I have
partially accepted an invitation extended by Gen. Harney. 1 I however will have to be out so much, running down to my farm, and to
Carondelet, looking after my interests that have been so much neglected for the last four years, that I feel it will be an impositin to
intrude upon a private family.
You have my thanks however for your kind invitation as much
as though it was accepted.
Mrs. Grant joins me in kindest regards to yourself and husband.
Very Truly Yours,

u. s. GRANT
ALS. Edward W. Stack, Sea Cliff, N. Y. Anna E. Adams married Cham1ccy

I. Filley in

1855. On June 25, 1865, Mrs. Filley, secretary, ''Ladies National League," St. Louis, had

written to USG and his soldiers."... Our hearts~ and our sympathies are with you,
and we beg of you to call upon us ifpossible, whenever & wherever you may need that aid
and comfort which we the loyal women of St Louis, stand ready to minister to every soldier who raises a band to destroy the traitorous worms that gnaw at the heart of this great
nation, ..." ALS, USG 3. On March 11, 1873, USG nominated Filley, former St. Louis
mayor {186S-64}, as postmaster, St. Louis.
1. On March 24, 1873, William S. Harney, St. Louis, had written to Gen. William T.
Sherman. "I take the liberty of enclosing a note to Gen Grant (Presedent) Inviting him to
stay with me during his visit to Saint Louis-Will you be kind enough to have it delivered to him soone as possble?-J learnt only last evening of his intentions of visiting
here-so there is no time rn lose-. . ." A.LS, DLC-William T. Sherman. See Speech,
April 21, 1873.
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To Ministers and Consuls
Washington: D. C. Mch 31, 1873
Sm:
This will introduce to you Mr. A. B. Steinberger, Special Commissioner on the part of the United States Government, who, in the
course of his travels, or in discharge of his official duties will call
upon and present this letter to you.
I commend him to your good offices while he may remain near
you, and bespeak for him such assistance in the discharge of his duties as he may require, and you be at liberty to render.
Very respectfully

u. s. GRANT.

To MINISTERS

& CoNSULS or THE UNITED STATES.

Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. See message to Senate, May 29, 1872; Stephen W. Stathis,
"Albert B. Steinberger: President Gr,mt's Man i.n Samoa,• Hawaiia11 Journal of History,
XVI (198.2), 86-HJ. On March 29, 1873, Secretary of State Hamilton f'isb wrote to
Albert B. Steinberger, instructing him to act as "an intelligent Special Agent" on a factfinding mi.ssion to Samoa."... It is not unlikely that perhaps in the not distant future the
interests of the United States may require not only a naval sta6on in the Samoan Group
but a harbor where their steam and other vessels also may freely and securely frequent.
Full and accurate information in regard to the Islands will be necessary to enable the govermnent here to determine as to the measureli which may be advisable towards obtaining
that object.... It is expected that you will be specially cautious to avoid conversation,
official or otherwise, with any persons respect ing the relations between this and any other
country. You are to bear in mind that you are not a regular diplomatic agent formally :\Ccredited to another government, but an informal one of a Special and Confidential character, appointed for the sole purpose of obtaining full and accurate inforlt)ation in regard
to the Navigator's Islands. ..... Copy, DNA, RG 59, Diplomatic Instructions, Special Missions. HED, 4"'-1-161, 6-6.
On J une 24, Steinberger, San Francisco, telegraphed to USG. •t beg to say that I sail
for the Navigators on the day after tomorrow, and will eiplain delays to Secretary ofState.
There being no communication, J have been compelled to furnish my own means of conveyance. As per your instructions, I have this day drawn a draft upon the State Department
(disbursing agent) for the remainder of the two thousand ($2,000) dollars, being twelve
hundred and fifty ($1,250) dollars. I will present my report in November." Ibid., p. I I.
On Aug. 15, Mauga, Pago Pago, Samoa, wrote to USG. "May it please your excellency to receive greetings from a native chieftain whose people are few, and whose resources are less. We have come to know your excellency as a great chief, over many chiefs
and over a great people. Your people have met us as friends. They have come among as
friends, bringing greetings from their great chief, and our hearts are warm with friendship. At our home (Pago-Pago) we are Christian, worshipping your God. The good teach-
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ers have taught us to be honest, observe your doctrine, and maintain the faith. We know
that you are a great people, with many ships and many warriors, but that you are all united
in peace; that you cultivate the soil, build great houses, make great roads, and talk to each
other through the air. We want the same, and pray for the aid, protection, and friendship
of the President of \he United States. Your n~en-of-war and your people's vessels have
come into our harbor. We have made agreements with them, and your flag is joined to
ours. We gave to you exclusive right to our ha.r bor, and we want you to use it. We are poor,
but we are happy in our peaceful island. Our Samoan brethren in the other islands are divided, and their hands raised against each other. We all want peace; we want unity and
laws, and beg you to come and instr.ucr us in concord and law-making, extending to us
the protection ofyour excellency's great Government. This will ever be the prayer of the
Samoan people. I send kindly words of greeting, and extend my hand to you r exr.ellency."
Tbid., pp. 5S-54; SED, 4S -l-45, 42 -4S.
On Oct. s, "tbe rulers of the government of Samoa," Mulinuu, wrote to USG. "We
send a great deal oflove to your excellency. Although we are not acquainted with one another, and have not met face to face, nor talked with one another since the world was created, yet we write this letter in order that we may meet with one another, because, though
we are very far apart, still we shall meet for the first time and talk with one another at the
hour on which you receive this letter and look at it. Now, we are going to make known
some facts to your excellency. Formerly there was war in this our land of Samoa. It was
very bad indeed, and people were all of different minds at that time. Now it has been
brought to an end. The chiefs and rulers ofSamoa are all of one mind, and laws have been
set up for the government of Samoa. The harmony aJJd the laws were established on the
1st of May, l87S. We also set up a flag as a symbol of the government ofSamoa on the 2<l
October, J 87S. And yet, notwithstanding that we have set up laws for the government of
Samoa, it is as though the body is whole, but it is only lying on the ground; it has no living breath in it. As is the story in the B.ible: God made man, then the body was whole, but
it was only a lying down, there was no living health in it. Then God breathed into it, and
that is the cause of its moving about and being alive. In the same way Samoa and the
laws are the person. We are exceedingly desirous that you should breathe into Samoa. Be
pleased to bring your wisdom, and the goodness and beauty of the American Government
to teach our government, a11d to aid Samoa in the matter of laws. We have shown the details of our government to the chief that came from the American Government, Colonel
Steinberger. He will let your excellency and the American Government know all about it.
We also know the object for which he was appointed. and the reason for which he came to
Samoa, that is, the union behveen the government of Samoa and America. We very much
desire that affair to be confirmed. Chief, we are now going to make known to you our wish.
Our desire is very exceedingly great indeed that that chief, Colonel Steinberger, return to
Samoa, because we have become acquainted with him during the short time he bas been
in Samoa. And another reason for tJ,i_s desi.te is that we know well the peacefulness ai1d the
amiability of that gentleman is truly marvelous. Be pleased not to delay an answer to this
our desire which we are presenting to your excellency. That is all. May your excellency
have health and strength, and may the American Government be blessed. We are the
chiefs and rulers of the government of Samoa." Ibid., pp. 45-46; HED, 44-1-161, 56-57.
On Oct. 4, Malietoa, Moatoa, wrote to USG. "This is my letter of love to you, the Chief
who rules America. I am very much pleased with regard to the union between our governments. My desire is that good arise for this land. Now, this is my opinion and my wish,
be pleased to appoint for us the chief, Colonel Steinberger. It is very p roper for that chief
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to come here, to make things straight in this land. Thar is all my letter. May God grant
you health and strength." Ibid., p. 58; SED, 45-1-45, 4 7.
On April 21, 1874, USG wrote to Congress transmitting Stcinberger 's report. Ibi"d.
See letter to Hamilton Fish, Aug. 17, 1874,

To Richard Curtin
Washington, D. C. Apl. 9th I Bf;l s
Directions for Richard Curtin.
On Thursday morning proceed to Baltimore with the two horses,
Logan & Becky.-At Baltimore transfer to the depot of the Pennsylvania Northern Central rail road where a car will be found in
waiting to take them North.
At Harrisburg leave Logan in charge of Livery stable keeper,
unless called for by some one authorized to take him. Then proceed
by Northern Centrail, (same car,) to Elmyra, N. Y. Then transfer to
the N. Y. & Erie road, going East and proceed to Goshen, Orange
Co. N. Y. When there enquire for the farm of Mr. Chas. Backman
(Charles Backman) 1 After delivering the Mare to Mr. Backman
take passage for New York City. When there report to Mr. John
Hoey, of Adams Ex. Co. The office of the Ex. Co. is on Broadway
four or five, may be more squares South of the new Post office
building, West side of the street. Show Mr. Hoey this letter and
it will accredh you to receive the horse which I wish you to take to
my farm. When you get to Harrisburg get Logan and carry him
with you to Indianapolis; +there J will have him called for and will
have arrangements made to ship him to Lt. Fred. Grant, Chicago Ill.
If you do not go by Indianapolis ask Mr. Hoey to telegraph me the
route you do go and I will make arrangements for the shipment
of the horse to Chicago from the most convenient point on your
journey.
If you get to the farm before I do remain there until I go out.

u. s. GRANT
ADS, O1-li. On Feb. 4 and 8, 187 1, Horace Porter wrote to Secretary of War William W.
Belknap. "The President desires me to say that he will be pleased to have you enlist into
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the General Service, for duty at the Executive Mansiori, Richard Curtin and George A.
Hawkins.ff "We nave several very worthy men detailed for duty here at the Executive
Mansion, as General Service men, and we would be glad to have some of them promoted
to the rank of Sergeant if there are any vacancies in that grade. Will you please let me
know if any such vacancies exist." Copies, DLC-USG, II, I.
1.

Sec letter to Charles Bockman, July II!, 187S.

To Joseph Medill
Washington, D. C. Apl. 9, 1873
D EAR StR:

Upon my return to Washington I find your letter of the I st instant, resigning the position of Commissioner of the Civil Service
Board on account of your inability to hold that position, together
with your responsible office of Mayor of Chicago.
I appreciate your reason while I regret that the Board will lose
your valuable services. And in accepting your resignation I beg to
thank you for your earnest labors in the cause of civil service, and
to assure you that the spirit of the rules adopted will be maintained.
Very respectfully Yours

u. s. GRANT,

HoN . JosEPH MEDILL,

CHICAGO, l LLS.

Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On April 1, 1873, Joseph Medill, Chicago, wrote to USG. ~An executive order was promulgated on the 17th ofJanuary, 187:S, against the holding ofState
or municipal offices by Federal appointees after the 4th of March, l87S. Under this order
it would be illt>.gal for me to continue to hold the office of Commissioner of the Civil Service Board unless I resign the mayoralty of Chicago. Not feeling that it would be expedient to do the latter at present, I, therefore, tender my resignation of the appointment from
you of Civil Service Commissioner, and I hereby tender my thanks for tl1e confidence you
reposed in me in making such appointment. I also trust that the rules prepared by the
board, and accepted and adopted by you, will not be abandoned, ignored, or neglected of
enforcement, believing, as I do, that the application will tend to improve and elevate the
civil service, and that they are indorsed by the great mass of the American people." New
York Times, April I l, 187.'J. USG replaced Mcdill with Samuel Shellabarger. See letter to
Joseph Medill, Feb. 1, 1872.
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To Adolph E. Borie
Washington D. C. Apl. 13th 1873.
Mv DEAR MR. BoRIE:
I have been desirous that you should have the first span of
horses, of my own raising on my stock farm, and to that end sent a
year ago to get and break two colts for you. One of them, as you
are aware, proves to be a most viscious and unsafe animal and therefore I would not send him to you. He has gone now to Chicago, for
Fred's use as a saddle horse. The other is very tractable and, I think,
beautiful. After he has been driven steadily for a few days he will
be a pleasant horse for a lady or child to drive. In fact I should not
hesitate to let Nellie drive him now, fresh out of the stable without
having had much work the past winter. Finding one of these colts
bad I asked the stable men to keep a lookout for a match to the
gentle one. Last week they found a colt of four years of age, the
same age of mine, that matched well in shape, size and action. I
purchased him and have driven the two to-gether the last three
days, and find they make a beautiful team, easy to drive and, for untrained horses, fair travelers. On Wednesday or Thursday next I
will ship them to you by one ofmy stable men and I hope they will
please both you and Mrs. Borie, and that their Slimmers work will
prove them to be worth their keeping. Should you not like them
however do not hesitate to give them away or dispose of them as you
deem fit.
Mrs. Grant and I start on Wednesday next I for St. Louis, Galena
and Chicago. She and Nellie send love to Mrs. Borie, and their kindest regards to you, in which I join.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT

ALS, PHi. See letter to Adolph E. Borie, April
1. April i6.

15,

1873.
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To Frederick Dent Grant
Washington D. C. Apl. 13th
DEAR

1873.

FRED,

Jesse will leave here on Tuesday next I for Chicago & California.
You will see him there 2 and can get the tickets you want to bring
you to Washington from him.3 They must be returned to him however before he comes back. Your Ma Nellie* & I start on the following day for St. Louis where I hope you will meet us. After you read
in the papers of our starting you can join us, in Columbus, Ohio, Indianapolis or St. Louis. We will go on west, after spending about
five days in St. Louis, to Colorado. You can not accompany us l suppose. However we will reach Galena about the first of May which
may give you time to attend Dahlgren's wedding. I was not aware
that you had a saddle and bridle here. Will look after it to- morrow
and have them shipped. Logan 5 started on Thursday and probably
will reach you about next Thursday. I bought me a very fine young
stallion in New York the other day, to send to the farm. Richard
takes him out with Logan. I have bought also a very handsome match,
but of different color, for Billy. 6 The t wo will be shipped next week
to Mr. Borie.-Ail are well and, with the exception of myself, are
now at church.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

ALS, USOs.
t. April 16, 1875.
2. As of Mar ch 17, Frederick Dent Grant-ser ved as It. col. and llide to Lt. Gen. Philip

H. Sheridan, Chicago.
5. On March 20, Isaac E. Gates, New York City, had written to USG. ''Mr. C. P.
Huntington, President of the Chesapeake & Ohio Rail Road Company, directs me to hand
you herewith an Ahnual Pass for yourself and family on the Road above-named.-" ALS,
ICHi. Oh March 2 1 and 22, Orville E. Babcock wrote to acknowledge similar railroad
passes sent to USG. Copies, DLC-USG, 11, 2. On March 21, Babcock wrote to James 0.
Cameron, president, Northern Central Railway Co., Philadelphia. "I find in looking over
the passes sent the President & fan1ily, that t here is none over the Baltimore & Potomac
or Northern Central R. Road. His little son Jesse is going to California next week, & I
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would like to fit him out for the trip and know that you will not think me infringing upon
your good nature in bringing this to your attention. lf you can send to me for him such
passes you will oblige me very much.~ Copy, ibid.
4•. On April 24, Babcock, St. Louis, telegraphed to Levi P. Luckey. "Get Miss Nellies straw-colored Evenin.g dress, from Mrs Mullers, and send by Express, to Tremont
I-louse, Chicago,n Telegram received, ibid., fB.
5. A horse. See preceding letter; letter to Richard Curtin, April 9, 1878.
6. A horse. See preceding letter.

To Marshall Jewell
Washington D. C. Apl. I.9th

187$.

DEAR GOVERNOR;
Your favor of the I 0th inst. is just received. I was aware of the
time of the Army of the Potomac meeting, and intend to be at it if
I r.eturn from St. Louis in time, which no doubt I will. Mrs. Grant
and I proposed going a day or two before the meeting so as to spend
the day, or two days, with you in Hartford.-Some gentleman in
New Haven invited me to be his guest during my visit to that city.
My reply was that I expected to go to Hartford a day or two before
the meeting, and to be your guest; if you had not made other
arrangements for our stay in New Haven I would accept his invitation. I do not remember the name of the New Haven gentleman, and Mr. Luckey, my private Secretary, being out can not get
it now. 1
Mrs. Grants & my kindest regards to Mrs. Jewell and yourself.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
GovR MARSHALL JEWELL
P. Luckey
had written to Governor Marshall Jewell of Conn. "The President directs me to say in reply to your very kind letter of the 10th inst. that, he hopes to get back from the West in
ti_me to spend a day or two with you before going to the re-union at New Haven." Copy,
DLC-USG, II, 2.
On April 15, Orville E. Babwck wrote to Mayor Henry G. Lewis of New Haven.
"The President desires me to acknowledge the l'eceipt of your very kind letter of the 11 ti\
ALS, Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate, Tenn. O:n April 11, 1873, Levi
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inst., conveying the invitation of the Court of Common Council of the city of New-Haven,
eictending to him the hospitalities of the city on the occasion of the meeting of the Army
of the Potomac on the 14th of next month, and in reply to convey to you his sincere
thanks, and the assura_nce of the pleasure it will afford him to accept it ifhe is enabled, as
he hopes to return from the West in time to attend the meeting of the society. He expects
to spend one or two days in New-Haven at the time of the reunion, and will gladly place
his time at the disposition of the committee.'' Nw York Times, April 18, 1873.
On Monday, May 12, Jewell, Hartford, telegraphed to USG. "IS IT ALL RIGHT
FOR ME TO MEET YOU IN N. YORK WEDNESDAY MORNING. I HAVE A CAR
READY TO TAKE YOU TO NEW HAVEN." Telegram received, DLC-USG, 18. On the
same day, Jewell telegraphed to Babcock. "ARE YOU COMfNG TO NEW HAVEN
WITH THE PRESIDENT. WILL HE LEAVE TUESDAY NTGI-IT. HOW LONG
WILL HE STAY. THEY WANT HIM TO REMAIN TILL THURSDAY AFTERNOON." Telegram received, ibid. On Thursday, May I 5, USG attended the Army of the
Potomac reunion in New Haven. See New 'J'ork Times, May 16, 1873.
On May 19, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary. ~The subject of
the Russian Mission and J uclge Picrrepont's declension was referred to, Pierrepont having seen both him and me yesterday. He says he has no-one special in view for the vacancy.
I suggest to him, in case he desires to appoint another Southern man the name of Wm H.
Trescott as one fully qualified but who had been in the rebellion and I was not aware of his
present political proclivities, I also name Governor Marshall Jewell of Connecticut. He
expresses some doubt as to the expediency of appointing any more Southern men, that if
he appointed any Southern man he was inclined to name General Manny, of Tennessee,
who had been a rebel General but was entirely reconstructed; he, however, preferred naming Gov. Jewell, and authorized me to write to him. As I was leaving the room he called
me back and requested me to defer writing for a day or two." DLC-Hamilton Fish. On
May 29, USG appointed Jewell as minister to Russia in place of James L. Orr, who had
died May 6. On [June] 11, Joseph C. Pinckney, clerk, New York City Common Council,
telegraphed to USG. "The corporate authorities of NewYork invite you to unite with
them in the Obsequies of Ex Governor Orr from the City Hall on Friday Thirteenth inst
at one and halfoclock p M." Telegram received, OLC-USG, 18. USG did nor attend. See
New York Times, June J :J, 14, I 873, On Sept. 19, W Y. Leitch, Charleston, S. C., wrote to
USG about reimbursing Orr's family for the expense of shipping the body. ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Mjscellaneous Letters. See US. Statutes at Large, XVII, •~'740n May Sl3, U.S. Representative David A. Nunn of Tenn., Brownsville, bad written
to USG. "I see that Gov Pierpont has declined the Mission to StPete.rsburg tendered him
by you and I and your Tennessee friends think Tennessee is entitled to the Minister to
St Petersburg and I and they are anxious for you to give the appointment to a Tennesseean
and suggest J udge Edward) Read ofthi.s place for the position who is fully competent to
fill it and I and your friends here ask that you give it to him .. ." ALS, DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Also r ecommended for the position were
Thomas B. Bryan of Chicago by E. Buehler von Kerckow, a Chicago bookseller; S. C. Chief
Justice Franklin J. Moses by U.S. Senator Thomas J. Robertson of S. C.; and William
Hastings of San Francisco by his wife, Ibid.
On July 15, 1874, Nunn wrote to USG.". , . I see that the Hon Marshall Jewell minister to St Petersburg has resigned and I most earnestly ask & too wit h a great deal of ~oJicitude that you appoint my friend Edward J Read Esq of this place as his successor ..."
ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appojntment followed.
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l. On April 11, 1873, Luckey had written to William C. Church, New York City.

''The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th inst conveying the very polite invitation of Mr. & Mrs. Farnam. He wishes me to request you to
convey to them his sincere thanks for their kindness, and say that he expects to spend a
day or two with Gov. Jewell at Hartford before the meeting of the Society, and go to New
Haven with the Governor. fle expects to remain only one night in New Haven, and unless
Gov. Jewell has made some other engagement for that short stay, he will with pleasure
avail himselfofMr. & Mrs. Farnarn's kind hospitality." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.

To Adolph E. Rorie
Washington D. C. Apl. 15th 1873,
MY DEAR MR. BoR IE:
Your letter of yesterday is just received. I am glad to hear that
you have determined to drive a good deal because I believe it will do
you good. I have driven the two colts every day sinoe the purchase
of the last one. They are both free from vice and will be as gentle a
pair of horses as you could have. They are only four years old however and probably neither ever did a whole days work within any consecutive, twenty-four hours. I would advise therefore that you let
your man drive them twenty to thirty miles a day, for three or four
days to- gether, either to a light carriage or a buggy after which no
doubt they will be as steady as old horses. They are very gentle as it
is but a little coltish. I drove them ten mjles last evening i.n one hour
and although too fleshy for hard driving scarcely a hair was turned
on them. They leave here in charge of Albert on Thursday morning.•
Our kindest regard to Mrs. Borie and yourself.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
ALS, PHi. On April 16, 187S, USG wrote to Adolph E, Borie. "The bearer goes to Phila
in charge of the two colts which I hope will please you and Mrs. Borie, and -that you may
enjoy their use for many years." ALS, ibid.
I . April 17.
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To George W. Childs
Washington D. C. Apl. 16th 1878.
MY DEAR MR. CHILDS;
Mrs. Grant informed me on Saturday that she had received an
invitation from you and Mrs. Childs to pay you a visit. and 1 told her
that I would reply to it the following day, saying that Jesse started
on Tuesday and we on Wednesday (to- day) for the West, but she was
to hand me your letter. I had q_uite a number of letters to write on
Sunday, and your letter not being before me I did not think of it at
the time, and Mrs. Grant was under the impression that it had been
answered until a few moments ago I thought of it and asked if she
had responded to your invitation. You see how it is and must excuse
apparent neglect. Like Adam of old I must throw the blame on the
woman. Excuse her and I will forgive you, and make amends later
in the day by paying you a shorter visit than I should do this Spring
if we had not planed to go West at this time.
We leave this afternoon for St. Louis. 1 Will spend several
days there; go to Denver,2 Colorado, thence to Chienne,S Omaha,4
Galena/ Chicago 6 and thence home, spending probably two days in
Colorado, three in Galena, and two or three in Chicago. This, with
my attendence on the meeting of the Society of the Army of the
Potomac, in Hartford,7 Conn. on the 15 of May, and a two or three
days visit to Richmond & Norfolk, Va, will prevent me from visiting Phila this Spring.
Please accept my apologies for apparent neglect and give my
kindest regards to Mrs. Childs, and Mrs. Grants & Nellies love.
Very Truly Yours
U.S. GRANT
ALS, DLC-USG.
I. On April 18, l Bi3, Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano wrote to Orville E.
Babcock, St. Louis. "Sometime since, Lindsay, the Pe.nsion Agent at St. Louis, was found
to be behind in his accounts to the amount of $22,450. The Pension Office has been trying to induce him to settle up, and he has paid of this, $ 14,500, leaving a deficit of about
$8,000. He was re-appointed and confiTmed during the last session of the Senate; but his
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commission has been withheld for the re;isons above stated. I want the President to understand the facts in the case, and while in St. Louis he can perhaps determine what had
better be done. Again; I have received from Gen. Sherman a letter in regard to the pardon of'Satanta' and 'Big Tree' a copy of which is herewith enclosed. The President knows
all about this subject, for nothing has been done except with his knowledge and approval.
Under an arrangement made last last fall these pardons were to be granted if the Kiowas
surrendered all their captives and stolen property, and behaved well, which they have
done. Consequently, before the Modoc difficulty, Gov. Davis was requested to grant the
pardons pursuant to this understanding; but on hearing of t he death of Canby I
telegraphed Davis not to pardon. and informed the President who approved. l have, since
this, written to Davis fully, withdrawing our request for a pardon and have also sent him
a copy ofSherman'.s letter. l do not know whether to answer Sherman, because l do not
quite see the propriety of his opening a correspondence directly WJth me upon this subject. I do not wish to say to him what has been done in advising the pardons and in revoking such advice-at least without having the President's direction to do so. Please ask the
P resident about this and write me. J think I shall explain to Gen. Sherman, verbally, how
this matter stands, but give him no official letter until I hear from you. I had intended to
see the President in reference to a letter which J wrote Crounse, in regard to our Indian
policy, after the last Cabinet meeting, but he was occupied wilh the Assistant Postmaster
General, so as to prevent it; and subsequently the press of business in my office prevented
me from seeing him. I enclose a copy of the letter and hope there is nothing in it that will
be dis'.ipproved." Copy, Delru10 Letterbooks, OHi. On April 22, Delano telegraphed to
Babcock. "Have arranged Satanta and Big Tree satisfactorily. Don't trouble anybody
about it, nor answer my letter relating to that subject." Copy, ibid. On April 29, USG suspended James Lindsay and appointed Alton R. Easton as pension agent, St. Louis. DS,
MoSHi. On Apr il 15, Delano had written to New rbrk Times correspondent Lorenzo L.
Crounse to restate the administration's lnd.ian policy. New Tork Times, April 16, 1873.
2. On April 29, Henry 0. Wagoner, Denver, wrote to Frederick Douglass."... Well,
our Honored President has been in Denver and iu the Mountains a part of three days, and
left here for Galena this Mor ning. So great was the pressure upon him by the people that
I had bearly the chance of two shakes of his hand. No opportunity for an interview, and so
l addressed him a note, which he got last night, and [ presume he will read it to-day uninterruptedly in the cars. You were not forgotten in significant allusions. ln one paragraph
I said: 1 fully accord with you and Frederick Douglass, on St. Domingo. I believe that Island
needs the protecting Arm of our Government. Her people need our civilization, our System of schools, and our language. God grant that she may come, in the not dista11tfutu1--e.'
I mention to you the dr ift of what I said that we may privat,ly understand each other with
reference to Presid~ent Grant You might, at some convenient time, mention me to him, in
your own peculiar way. I was standing in the crowd near the carriage that conveyed him
down town, as he came from the cars, and as he got into the carriage, he glanced his eyes
forward and saw me standing near, and he instantly reached out his hand and called me by
name & shook me heartly, and was about to enter into conversation. But the crowd behind
me took advantage of the occasion and pitched into shaking hands with him that he was
compelled to drive off to get rid of them. But my note, in some degree, will have to supply the place of a personal conversation. I shall continue to work, for you & my son,
through Grant & my Galena friends. I will go to Galena when I go East; and when I get
to Washington I will seek a personal interview with the General. Private, if possible.-
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Let this be co11.fide11tial between yoit, my son & self-Sic Semper in secula seculorum_:•
ALS, OLC-Frederick Douglass. On May 21, Wagoner wrote to USG. ·•1 fear that I, myself, may have become an annoyance to you by writing you a second letter about my son:
but as his is a rare & somewhat peculiar case, it may appeal to your patience and r.ause you
to look upon it as an exceptional one.-I am proud to be able to say he had a mother of
rare moral and intellectual endowments, and that our cion bas inherited a very strong impress of those maternal qualities. In early youth he manifested a strong inclination for useful .knowledge, and with his untiring energy and industry he bas worked his way up (anud
difficulties) to his present level. Instead of wasting precious time with 'dead languages' he
has preferred to study the living, practical ones,-the two great languages of Europe,
German & French. And having been born in a high Northern latitude, Chicago, he has
long had an ardent desire for a Consular position somewhere in one of the German States,
or somewhere in France, where he could complete his Studies in the leading business languages of the world, and, .at the same time make himself useful to his country and a credit
to the newly emancipated race which he represents. And I feel assured, dear President,
that such an appointment would give general satisfaction to the entire colored citizens of
the Great West...." ALS, DNA, RG .59, Letters of Application and .Recommendation.
Related papers are ibid. On Sept. 12, Wagoner wrote to USG on the same subject. ALS,
ibid., J\1iscellaneous Letters. On Sept. S, 1865, Wagoner, Chicago, had written to Elihu B.
Washburne. ". . . I have had quite a family of children. Out of four boys, I have now only
one living, who is 14-three girls living-My boy is not much of talker, but a good deal
of a thinker. Ha is a great admirer ofthe qualities of the Lieutenant General, including his
reticence. He thinks it requires more philosophy and real brain power to be silent, than to
speak, under the same circumstances & temptations that the General has-" ALS, DLC·
Elihu B. Washburne. See William J. Simmons, Men of Mark: Eminent, Progressive and
Rising (1887; reprinted, New York, 1968), pp. 469-72. On April 15, t87S, Henry 0.
Wagoner, Jr., Washington, 0 . C., wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish. "l have the
honor to make this, my application for the position ofU. S. Consul at Munich, Germany. I
would respectfully represent that I am twenty-three years of age and was born in Chicago,
lllinois, where Treceived an academic education; that I have also graduated from the Law
Department of Howard University and have held a clerkship in the Interior Department.
My legal residence is at Denver, Colorado. I submit herewith commendatory letters and
endorsements from Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. Gerrit Smith, Hon. J. B. Chaffee, Delegate
in Congress from Colorado, Genl. E. M. McCook, Governor of Colorado, Prof John M.
Langston, Hon. Lewis R Douglass, Editor New National Era, and others. Earnestly invoking your favorable consideration, ..." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. On Nov. 14, Wagoner, Jr., was appointed consular clerk, Paris.
S. On April SO, Delano had written to USG. Kl have received your telegram from
Juleburg, Colorado, dated April 29, and I have endeavored to carry out your instructions.
The subject referred to has been underoonsideration for several days, and has been giving me more or less anxiety. One of the <lifficulties presented by it consists in the fact, that
the treaty of April 29, J 868, made with the eleven bands ofSioux Indians on one side, and
General Sherman and others, on the other, guarantees, so long as the game justifies it, the
right of hunting on the Smoky Hill Fork of the Republican, to all the Sioux bands, .parties
to the treaty. The advance ofsettlements into this region is rendering the privilege more
and more dangerous in its exercise, each succeeding year; and I have had it in contempla•
tion some time, indeed am now progressing with the purpose, to appoint a. Commission
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to treat with the Sioux. Indians this summer, for a reformation of this treaty so as to extinguish this hunting privilege. I am satisfied such a reformation is necessary to our future peace. No permission to hunt this Spring, has been given to any band ofSioux by t he
lndian Office, except that 'Spotted Tail's' band last Fall was assured that it might do so.
Nevertheless, 'Spotted T ails' band, according to .advices from the Agent, to the Commissioner oflndian Affairs, of yesterday, is still at the Whetstone Agency. Any other band
crossing the road to hunt this SpriJ1g, has no direct permission from the Indian Office, or
the Department, and will have no protection for so doing, except that which is guaranteed by the treary. I have this day directed the Commissionet oflndian Affairs to telegraph
Agent Daniels, ofthe Red Cloud Agency. and Agent Risley, of the Whetstone Agency to
'give no pem1its to any of the Sioux Indians to go the Republican to hant, unless accompanied by their families and a suitable white person in charge. President advises Secretary
that a namber of bands have crossed the road at, or near, Sydney. Ifno white person is in
charge see that one is sent immediately. Advise this Office, and the Commanding Officer
of the Department at once, of all parties going South, or that have gone South, and who
is with them.' I have also written to the Secretary ofW[ar] this day, enclosing cop.y of the
above telegram, and r eferring to this subject generally, in answer to a lener from him,
transmitting information from the War Depart ment to the effect that hunting parties
were proceeding to the Smoky Hill Fork. I transmit herewith, copy of my letter to the
Secretary of War for your information." Copy. Delano Letterbooks, OHi.
On May 5, Governor John A. Campbell of Wyoming Territory wrote to Delano. "On
the 28th ultimo I had an interview with the President in relation to Indian affairs in this
Territory and particularly at the Red Cload Agency the substance of which he desired me
to communicate by letter to you. I am informed by Dr Daniels Indian Agent at the Red
Cloud Agency that he is now issuing rations to the followi11g Indians. To Red Cloud Sioux_
6500 Northern Sioux sooo Cheyennes and Arrapahos S500 lo all lSOOO Indians arc
drawing rations at that Agency. Dr Daniels informs me that the Northern Sioux to whom
he in compliance with orders from your Department issuing rations are those against
whom it is proposed ro send che Military Expedition now being fitted out and known as
the Yellowstone Expedition. It appears to me evident that the line of the Northern Pacific
can be best protected at the least expense to the Government and far more satisfactorily
to the people of the country and to the Indians by t he carrying out of such measures as
will induce these Northern Sioux to remain at the Red Cloud Agency, or establishing for
them a satisfactory Agency at their own reservation.... If it were possible to station a
Regiment or half a Regiment of Infantry at t he Red Cloud Agency to protect the Agent
and enforce his orders, and at the same time have sufficient Cavalry to scout the Country
and punish these roving bands of robbers whenever found off their reservations, I think it
is the best that could be done for our people, and for the peaceably disposed Indians.
Dr Daniels informs me that he has tendered his resignation partly because his life is in
constant jeopardy, and that he can have no control of the Indians so long as he has no
troops to enforce his orders." Copy (tabular material expanded), DNA, RG 94, Letters
Received, l4S!I 187S. On May 15, Delano wrote to Campbell.". . . I have fully conferred
with the President and Secretary of War, in regard to weakening the military force at
Cheyenne, Fort Laramie, Fort Fetterman, and all other points in the vicinity of these posts
along the line of the Union Pacific Raifroad, and I have to inform you that it is not intended to remove any troops from these places; The military force ordered North along
the line ofthe Northern Pacific Rail road, will be obtained elsewhere, and without weak-
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erring the positions alluded to ... It is not deemed prudent to menace the Indians, by concentrating troops nearer to them, tmtil it is frilly established that prudence dictates such
action...." Copy, ibid.
On May 6, Barclay White, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Omaha, had written to
Samuel M. Janney, Lincoln, Va.··.,. Dr Miller Editor of the Omaha Herald the only democratic editor I know of who is an earnest supporter of President Grants Indian policy, during a recent visit to this office, stated that he was creditably informed that the Indians at
the White Clay (Whetstone) Agency, eight thousand (8000) in number, were charged
with twenty two thousand {22.000) rations of beef. During my recent visit to the Red
Cloud agency S mo. 28th, 'Spotted Tail' visited that agency, and told Agent Daniels 111 my
presence that his Indians (White Clay) had received uo beef for seven weeks, aud he was
there in search of his father (Agent Risley) to enquire into the cause of th e stoppage of
beef rations. Joseph Webster agent of the Santees transmitted to me a series of questions
propounded to him by William Welsh of Philadelphia, with his answers to the same, relating to the beef supplies to the Santee Agency. as a reason for making such enquiry
Wm Welsh says, 'there is a leak in the supply of beef somewhere, and I desire to find where
it is,' or words to th.at elfeel . , . The principal food of the Sioux is beef, they care less for
flour. When beef fails them, they arc restless and difficult to manage." ALS, ibid., RG 75,
Letters Received, Northern Superintendency.
4. On May 1, George M. Robeson, act. secretary of war, wrote to USG, Omaha. "In
view of possible necessity lo reinforce Scofield, and for the purpose of strengthening
General Ord for the general work required of him, General Sherman recommends that the
fourth infan-try be ordered from Li ttle Rock to Omaha as the most convenient point for
movement in any direction. General Sheridan, to whom Sherman telegraphed at New Or~
leans concurs, with the assentofSecrctary Belknap who is there.-This suggestion seems
to me to be wise, unless t here is strong reason for keeping force at Little Rock, in which
case it might be sufficient to leave two companies there. If you do not concur in this movement please telegraph at once to prevent it." LS, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound).
5. On May S, during a public reception at Galena, USG "'thanked the citizens of
Galena through their Mayor for the cordial reception given him, and that, though circumstances prevented his even making Galena again his home. he hoped frequently to
visit them, and should always cast his vote here." Illinois State Joumal, May 5, 1873.
6. USG and party arrived in Chicago on May 4. On May 7, USG spoke to the Board
of Trade. "It affords me great pleasure to come bac.k to see your city now after an absence
of a little more than a year, and to find it improved even beyond what it was before the
great 6re which swept over it just one week after my last visit; and, gentlemen, 1 am very
glad to meet you, the representatives of its prosperity." Ibid., May 9, I 873.
On May 26, Culver C. Sniffen wrote to Henry M. Smith, Chicago. ''The President
requests me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2.~d inst., conveying the invitation of His Honor Mayor Medill, to be the guest of the city during the Jubilee, commemorative of the re-building of Chicago. He desires me to assure you of the pleasure it
would afford him to be present, and express to you his regrets that other engagements will
not permit him to accept. He wishes you to communicate to tl1e members of your committee his congratulations upon the re-building of your city in such a beautiful and permanent manner, and his thanks for your kind invitatiQn," CQpy, D LC- USG, II, 2 .
7. Actually New Haven.
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Speech
[April 21, 1873]
The compliment is such that I scarcely know how to respond to
it. It is with very great pleasure that I return as I do almost annually to a city, where I came as a young man thirty years ago. It was
here I first met the companion of my life. I have been stopp[i]ng a
day or two with Gen. Harney, 1 and he knows we do not get along
as happily as you think. I shall endeavor in the future to make my
visits frequent, although I much doubt whether I shall ever make
my permanent residence here. I have never lived long enough in one
place to form a very close attachment to it, except here and in
Washington. Since I have been grown, my fortune has been such
that I have not lived long in any one place. I am free to select my future home.
St. Louis Globe, April 22, 1873'. For variant text, see St. Louis Democmt, April 22, 187S.
USG spoke at a lunch held at the home of Henry T. Blow in response to a toast."... Some
cities have contended for the honor of giving birth to a great poet. St. Louis, if it cannot
claim the honor of giving birth to our President, is the place where he first practiced the
arts that led him through the rebellion, and where he laid the foundation for that domestic happiness he so richly enjoys. We congratulate ourselves on having attractions to draw
the President here, and we hope hereafter to have the pleasure of welcoming him back as
a citizen.. , :' Ibid. USG, Julia Dent Grant, Ellen Dent Grant, and Orville E. Babcock visited St Louis, April 18-24, before proceeding forther west. See ibid., April 19-25 , 1873.
I. See letter to Anna Filley, March 27, 1873, note J ; letter to WilliaJU Elrod,
May 11, 1873.

To J. C. Bancroft Davis
VALPARAISO, Ind., May 8. [187S]
Your dispatch announcing the death ofthe Hon. Chief-Justice is
received. His family and the nation have my condolence in mourning the loss of a distinguished and faithful public officer.

u. s. GRANT.
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New York Tribune, May 9, 1873. On May 7, 1873, U.S. Senator William Sprague ofR. I.,
New York City, telegraphed to USG. "THE CHIEF JUSTICE DIED IN THIS ClTY
TODAY AT TEN a .CLOCK AT THE RESIDENCE OF
DAUGHTER. BOTH
DAUGHTERS WERE W ITH HIM. WHEN HE DIED. HE WAS TAKEN WITH APPOPLEXY YESTERDAY MORNlNG AT SEVEN O.CLOCK. . . . SECRETARY
F ISH. WILL PLEASE FORWARD TO T HE PRESIDENT. IF NOT IN WASHINGTON." Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On the same day, J.C. Bancroft Davis, act. secretary of state, transmitted this telegram to USG, Chicago. Copy, DNA, RO 59. Domestic Letters. On May 9, an executive order announced Chase's death. New York Tn'bune,
May to, 1873. On May 12, Orville E. Babcock wrote to members of the cabinet. "The
President will be pleased to have you meet him ~t the Mansion at 11.40 o'clock this morning to attend the funeral of the late Chief Justice.H Copy, OLC-USG, II, 2. See New York
Tn'bune, May 12-13, 1873.
On June 19, Robert 8. Warden., Washington, D. C,, wrote to USG. "I shall take the
liberty of sendjng to your Excellency some printed pages, indicating the plans, the motives, and the contemplated scope of a work, in which much must be said of your apparent tendencies and past demeanor. That I am not prejudiced, as I bave reason to believe J
was, for some years, against your Excellency, is very largely, though not wholly, due to
some uncommonly careful conversations with the late Chief Justice. I explained to him my
ardent desire to do you entire justice in the work referred to, telling him that your apparent magnanimity in the Ruukle case, in which I was of counsel for accused.-a conversation I had had with Mr. Justice Swayne-and some other talks-of which some were
with my brother, Colonel Warden-had strongly tended to convince me that I had been,
for some time, at fault, respecting your true characteristics and your real conduct; but that
I was very anxious to be well advised as possible on a subject so important to my biographic and historic undertaking. He conversed with me quite freely, in the interest of
that anxiety, on more than one occasion; and always manifested high appreciation of your
military merits and your general rectitude of purpose, while he quite severely censured
the Congress, and decidedly condemned some things which you were understood to sanction. He ascribed to you exalted love of country, and acknowledged that he had misjudged
you, years ago, especially in 1868. To set out here more than the general effect of what he
said about your Excellency, would be to make a very voluminous communication of this
letter. But, mindful of the uncertainty of •huma11 life, and taking iTtto view that my work
afore.said may not fully go before the public for some time to come, I take this means of
doing simple justiceto the dead as well as to the living; I put at your Excellency's free disposal the foregoing statement; and I take great plea5ure in acknowledging that, though I
never spoke or Wtote a word about you, which did not, at the time, appear to me well warranted, I am now entirely satisfied that I have unintentionally done injustice, publidy as
well as privately, to your intentions and your actions both." Warden, An Account eftlw Privat.e Lift and Public Services o,fSalmon Portland Chase(Cincinnati, 1874), pp, 776-77. On
Feb. 11, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Warden. ''The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th inst., and say that he did receive your letter last
summer, and supposed it was acknowledged at the time. He wishes me to assure you of his
thanks for the kindness which dictated it, and his regrets that he should have seemed to
neglect iC Ibid., p. 777.
On Mays I , 1875, Warden wrote to USG. "Private... , Though I have been informed
that friends of mine have recommended me to your Excellency for appointment to the

ms

11 7

MAY l I, 1873

office of First Assistant Attorney General, and though I have reason to believe that, if so
appointed, 1 could and would render substantial service to your administration, and therefore to the country, I discern the difficulties of your position as well as the peculiarities of
my own, and I e~ect no appointment whatever. Yet I feel an active interest in the rela~
tions of your [Ad)ministion to the present and the futur e of the land; and l desire to congratulate you very heartily on the letter you have written to Gen. White-Judge Thurman is my personal friend; and, if any Democrat is to be elected, I would like to see him
the successful man. But I abhor the thought of the return to power of the Democratic
party, even if it should give us Judge Thurma.n as Chief Magistrate; and it is because of
this abhorrence that I rejoice in your letter, interpreted as I translate its meaning. You are
understood by others, it appears, as I myself discern your meaning. For example, the
Baltimore Sun of this morning says: 'The President then sums up with the statement that
he is not, nor has he ever been, a candidate for renomination; that he would not accept a
nomination ifit were tendered, unless it should come under such circumstances as to make
it an imperative duty-circumstances, he adds, not likely to occur. He thus ~speaks his

mind,• and the meani11gofit appears to be that l1efully expects to leave the white house at the
t!lld ofthe prem1t term, but he commits himselfabsolutely to nothilig.' My opinion, after much
reflection, is t hat, as things stand and as they are likely to stand for several years, you
alone can be elected against any well selected nominee of the Democratic party. I rejoice,
therefore, that you have 'spoken your miud' so wisely against the unconst itutional doctrines that would give the for.ce of law to some loose notion about a third term candidature for the Presidency, and that you have left the country free to nominate you for a third
term, if that nomination shall appear advisable at the proper time, as I believe it must. I
would not write so had I the slightest expectation of receiving an appointment. Fully expecting not to be appointed to any office whatever by yoQr Excellency, I feel warranted in
thus again felicitating you on your late letter.." ALS, USG S. No appointment followed.

Endorsement
R efered to t he Sec. of the Int. I know M r. W rig ht well. He is a
Virginian, an educat ed man and a lawyer in early life. He was a
neighbor of mine in Mo. where he settled some twenty years ago.
His property consisted largely in slaves; yet he never faltered for a
moment in his devotion to the Union. His course from the begining
of the rebellion to t he present has been con sistent and I would like
to place him even in a better place than the one he ask s. 1

u. s. G RANT
MAY llTH /73
AES, DNA, .RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. Written on 11 letter of April 7,
1875, from Henry C. Wright, St. Lou.is, to USG. "I beg leave to hand you herewith my
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application for the appointment of one of the Inspectors ofrndians, which places were created by the law passed February 14th 1873. I would also respectfully call your attention
10 the subjoined recommendations who are, most of them gentlemen personally known to
you" ALS, ibid. The endorsers were John W Noble, William McKee, William H. Benton,
Elias W. Fox, Edwin 0 . Stanard, and Charil's W. Ford. On April 19, Henry T. Blow,
St. Louis, wrote to USG. "Maj Wright informs me that he has applied (for one of the appointments under the recent law) for Indian Inspector-I take pleasure in stating therefore that your old friend and neighbor, has earned more than ever the confidence and esteem of all classes of our fellow Citizens, and from his basiness experience and great
natural adaption, is peculiarly fitted for the position ALS, ibid. Recommendations from
Noble and Chester H. Krum are ibid.
On April 17, I 869, Wright had telegraphed to Frederick T. Dent. "My application
made March the Twenty Fifth 25, handed to the President himself-please inform me
about it by telegraph immediately, otherwise I have to go to Washington again which l
wish to avoid" Telegram received (at 12:S0 P.M.), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound). On April 21 , Wright telegraphed to USG. "l see the despatches say that G. R.
Maxwell is nominated for Superintendent of Indian Affairs for New Mexico. l prdy you if
this is a mistake to have it corrected as I have been relying on your endorsement of me to
the Secretary of the Interior" Telegram received (at I :50 P.M. ), ibid. On M~ 24., Blow,
Boston, wrote to USG. "I received the enclosed letter on Friday morning last in Washington & had hoped to bring its contents to your notice when I called to take leave of you
on that day, but not having an opportunity of seeing you when so much occupied as you
were, I now take the liberty of asking your attention to it, knowing very well that the
writer is classed among your esteemed friends and is regarded by you as a man of excellent business qualifications as well as most excellent in character & habits. Majr Wright as
you will perhaps reccollect, served from an early day in the PM Dept, first as PMarshall
of 2d District, then of the whole State, sine!' then he has been employed by the different
Collectors oflntl Revenue in t he 1st Colln district of Missouri, and has proved most faithful & efficient in the discharge of the duties entrusted to him, J am sure Mr President
that but few men can be more justly trusted than the Major." ALS, ibid., RG 59, Letters
of Application and Recommendation. The enclosure is ibid. No appointment followed.
I . On Dec. 7, 1874, USG nominated Henry C. Wright as appraiser, St. Louis.

To William Elrod
Washington D. C. May 11th J 873

MR. WM ELROD:
DEAR SIR:

If Mr. Henry T Blow sends his mares to the farm they are to be
kept and put to Hambletonian without charge. Gen. Harney also

/19

MAY 19, 1 8 73

will probably send an Indian mare which I want bred. Mr Henry
Wright spoke to me to about sending a mare he has to the farm to
breed, but I believe she is to be left there permanently. Mr. Harney
told me that he would send a Pat Maloy colt, one year old, to the
farm. He must be kept a stallion and prepared for the turf as a race
horse. He is thorough bred running stock.
My opinion is that you had better have the yearling horse
colts, of which I believe there are two on the farm, castrated. It is
better attended to at that age t han later. l shall endeavor to purchase
twelve or fifteen mares to send to the farm this Summer.
lf Mr. Blow prefers breeding to the young horse let him have his
choice. I do not wish the young horse however to serve more than
ten or twelve mares this season. Ne~i: year he need no[t] be limited
AL (signature clipped), Illinois Historical Survey, University of Illinois, Urbana, 111.

[ To Columbus DelanoJ
Have charges investigated and if true removal will be ordered. It
would not be safe however to act on statements made in a Newspaper article, particularly in one edited by a man who has been
twice removed from office, for cause, as has been the case, I believe,
with the editor of the New Mexico Union.1

u. s. GRANT

MAY 19TH /73
ANS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, New Mexico Territory. Included with a sheaf
of papers concerning ohargcs against Governor Marsh Giddings of New Mex.ico Territory. See PUSG, 22, SS4- S6.
On March 18, 1878, U.S. Delegate Jose M. Gallegos of New Mexico Territory
wrote to USG. "My people are e'Xtremely anxious t-o have Governor Gidding- rem-ovt-d
as Governor; he an officious, meddling. disagreeable man to my peoples. I will not ask
the appoint of any particular man, but the names of Wm S McKnight, of Ill, an that of
Col Isaac S. Stewart late Paymaster in the Army have beeJl presented for my consideration
by their frends. The appointment of either of these gentlemart would be acepted by my
people with great Satisfaction and gratitude." LS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, New
Mexico Territory.
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On March 26 and April S and 19, Giddings wrote to Secretary of rhe Interior
Columbus Delano. "I have just been informed by my friend the Hon Thos W Ferry U. S.
Senator, that charges have been made against rue to the President, and that the President
had passed them over to you for investig-.ition. He gave a short out line of these charges,
and they appear to me to be substantially the same charges, made many months since by
one John Watts to the Secretary ofState, who at once sent me a copy, for my inform.ation,
of the charges, to which I made my statements in answer, and Secretary Fish wrote me
saying 'your statements are satisfactory.. . . l can not well and fully answer charges until
I know specifically what they are, and ask a suspension of any act or opinion until I can
see and answer every charge... .'' ll• • • T he charges since added to those I answered, are
something about the habits & character of my son, & these are as important to me as my
own character & habits.... One word, one thought will dispel all the nonsense about my
bringing my own son here. Ifhe has the base character he is represented to have, ifhe was
profligate & worse or .had bad habits, could I his father be induced to take this my only
son from his farm stock & business in a quiet farming town twelve miles away from any
village & bring him here into a Mexican city of 6000 people, and of the lowest class ou
Gods earth, where he would be sure to disgrace himself & his family; myself & my family,
and do untold mischief to our private interests and destroy my public usefulness and
influence? The whole thing is prepostorous and wholly absurd... ," "The clamor kept up
against me for a little time past, by a set of broken down leaders in the opposition ranks,
with a few week men whose cupidity could be aroused by the false statement that l was
paying my son three thousand dollars a year for his services as my adjutant Gen. while he
was an unworthy and profligate man-this clamor is quite likely to cease for want of material on which to feed . My son was obliged to go back to Kansas to look after some business matters of ours there, and while there was taken very sick and for many weeks
confined to his bed. His recovery is so slow and the prospect of good healrh so uncertain
that he desires to resign his office as Adjutant General here, and I shall accept his resignation...." ALS, ibid.
On Oct. 2S, U.S. Senator Zachariah Chandler of Mich., Detroit, wrote to USG. •·1
sincerely hope that no pressure looking to the removal of Gov. Giddings of New Mexico
wil1 prevail with you. I believe that he has done more-to advance the general welfare of the
people of that Territory than any of his predecessors in office, more to conso.lidate and
harmonize the Republican Party there than I had supposed possible. In doing this he has
incurred the bitter hostility oft be democrats and some of their plastic semi-republican allies who care .nothing for the good of the people but only to advance their own interests.
I know Gov. Giddings well; and know him to be a good, true, reliable man and a worthy,
faithful official, who is not only honest and capable but fearless in the discharge of duty.
I shall be in Washington in about four weeks and will see you further in regard to this
matter." LS, ibid.
I. Kirby Benedict served as associate justice ( I 85$-58) and chiefjustice ( 1858- 66),
New Mexico Territory, and edited the Democratic New Mexico Union, published in Santa
(Aug. 1872-Jan. 1874), which succeeded the Republican Santa Fe Pos~ edited by
Alexander P. Sullivan. Sullivan had been removed from office twice under USG, as collector of lnternal Revenue (1869} and postmaster, Santa Fe (1872). See Robert W, La.rson,
New Mexico's Q11estfor Statehood 1846-19/i' (Albuquerque, 1968), p. S27,
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To William Elrod
Washingtori, D. C. May 21st 1873.
WM ELROP, ESQR
DEAR SIR:

When at the farm I authorized you to seH the mare "Beauty:" If
you have not yet done so I would prefer that you should not, this
year, but that she be given another trial to see if she will not breed.
I would have he go to the horse every time she will take him from
now until August.
I think I gave you directions about what to exhibit at the Wair;
but for fear I did not will state here. As soon as standing season
is over have the man in charge of the horses put the two stallions
in the best trim and training he can for the occasion. I would
also present the best colts of Hambletonian, the two year old and
one of the yearlands as roadsters. You had better consult Mr. Ford
about this.
The hams & shoulders you sent have come.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
ALS, Dorothy Elrod, Marissa, Ill. USG spoke with William Elrod at the farm when vis-

iting St. Louis in April, 18 73. See Speech, April 21, Hl7S.

Proclamation
Whereas, Under the pretence that William P Kellogg, the present executive of Louisiana, and the officers associated with him in
the State administration, were not duly elected, certain turbulent
and disorderly persons have combined together with force and arms
to resist the laws and constituted authorities of said State; and
Whereas, It has been duly certified by the proper local authorities; and judicially determined by the inferior and supreme courts
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of said State, that said officers are entitled to hold their offices respectively, and execute and discharge the functions thereof; and
Whereas, Congress, at its late session, upon a due consideration
of the subject tacitly recognized the said executive and his associates then, as now, in office, by refusing to take any action with respect thereto; and
Whereas, it is provided in the Constitution of the United States
that the United States shall protect every State in this union on application of the legislature, or of the executive, when the [legislature can not be convened, against domestic violence; and
Whereas, it is provided in the laws of the United States that in
all cases of insurrection in any State, or of obstruction to the laws
thereof, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, on
application ofthe legislature of such State, or of the executive when
the legislature can not be convened, to call forth the militia of any
other State or States, or to employ such part of the land and naval
forces as shall be) judged necessary for the purpose of suppressing
such insurrection or causing the laws to be duly executed; and
Whereas, the legislature of said State is not now in session, and
cannot be convened in time to meet the present emergency; and the
executive of said State under section 4 of Article IV of the Constitution of the United States, and the laws passed in pursuance
thereof, has, therefore, made application to me for such part of the
military force of the United States as may be necessary and adequate to protect said State and the citizens thereof against domestic violence and to enforce the due execution of the laws; and
Whereas, it is required that whenever it may be necessary in the
judgment of the President to use the military force for the purpose
aforesaid, he shall forthwith by proclamation command such insurgents to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective homes
within a limited time:
Now therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United
States, do hereby make proclamation, and command said turbulent
and disorderly persons to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days from this date, and hereafter to
submit themselves to the laws and constituted authorities of said
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State; and I invoke the aid and cooperation of all good citizens
thereof to uphold law and preserve the public peace.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the City ofWashington, this twenty second day of May, in the year ofour Lord eighteen hundred and seventy-three and of the Independence of the
United States the ninety-seventh.

u. s. GRANT

OS (i11complete), DNA, RG ISO, Presidential Proclamations. SD, 57~2• 2091 151-52. See
mess-.ige to Congress, Feb. 25, 187.'!.
On May 8, 187$, George M. Robeson, act. secretary of wai:, had telegraphed to USG,
Crestline, Ohio. ".Following dispatch from Governor Kellogg received at White Bouse
this morning:-'To ms ExcEL[.ENCY U: S. GRANT. PRESIDENT or TRE Umnn STATES.
Two or three parishes, and the parish of St. Martin more especially are in a state of insurrection against the state authorities Those parishes at the late election went republican by a small majority: even the opposition concede, yet there is a determined and
persistent effort on the part of the white people, aided by accessions from contiguous
parishes, to resist by armed force, state authorities. This portion of the state is about one
hundred and fifty miles west of the city, and is reached by rail to Brashear, and thence by
boat up the Teche. We have -about One hundred and thirty militia there sent from the
city. We have sent a small re-inforcement which has reached Brashear. This is detained
there in consequence of the boats having been stopped fifty miles above. I have also reliable information, that two or three hundred men are in a position to intercept our reinforcements. In view of these facts, I respectfully invoke that aid guaranteed by section
four Article four of the Constitution of the United States. And in view of the possible
danger of similar outbreaks in other parishes of the state, I respectfully request that the
commander of this Department be instructed in all such cases, to extend the protection
contemplated in the ~icle of the Constitution above referred to.' VvM P. KEtl.OGG,
GovERNOR. I th.ink requisition should be formal and simple and that the Governor should
himself assume responsibility ofdeclaring rhe ex.istence of all the conditions contemplated
by the Constitution, without shifting responsibility by stating facts and arguments. ln the
meantime I have telegraphed General Emory that ifhe needs reinforcements to carry out
his orders in Louisiana, they will be furnished. I think and the Attorney General concurs
that no further action is needed, on present advices, until you reach Washington." LS,
DNA, RG 107, Telegra1ns Collected (Bound).
On April 25, Governor William P. Kellogg of La. had written to USG. " I have the
honor to request that a Company of US troops be stationed at Shreveport in this State
This city, situated on the Red River, is in population and importance the second city of
Louisiana. Located near the borders of Arkansas and Texas it has for years been the resort of turbulent chara.cters from those two states Genl Emory informs me be has for
some time had in contemplation the establishment of a post at this point and that had he
cavalry in his command he would recommend their being stationed there. I believe that
the presence of US troops at Shreveport, (where they can be easily sent eithei· from this
City or Baton Rouge, by river) would keep that whole region of country quiet & peace-
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able and I earnestly request that immediate instructions be given to Genl Emory in accordance with this requisition~ LS, ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 4882 1872 . On May 5,
Robeson wrote to Kellogg that "General Emory has the control of the general distribution of his troops for their regular military duties in Louisiana, and the application should
be made directly to him." LS (press), ibid.
Probably in late May, U.S. Senator Matthew H. Carpenter of Wis. wrote to USG referring to a controversial speech he made in New Orleans on May 20. William Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892, p. 6. See New Orleans Picayune, May 20-24',
26, l 87S; New York Times, May SO, 1873.
On Sept. 16, Alice A. Crawford, Columbia, La., wrote at length to USG. "With a heart
stricken with grief, I appeal to the Head of this great Nation, to right a great and terrible
wrong perpetrated upon two of its noblest citizens My dear husband Thomas. S. Crawford, Judge of the Twelvth Judicial District of the State of Louisiana, and Authur. H.
Harris, District Attorney for the Sl\ffie District, while t ravelling along the public highway,
leading from Columbia, Caldwell Parish to Winnsboro, Franklin Parish, for the purpose
of holding court in Franklin and within the latter Pari.sh, were W:IJlaid by a band of assassins and most ba:rbarously murdered, their bodies filled with so many shot that the
friends did not pretend to try to count them, .. , The union men of the south have had a
poor reward for their integrity, they have been persecuted by foe and friend and suffered
injustice at the hands of their countrymen on all sides, But you cannot stand by and see
this crime go unpunished, The Head of our Nation will surely hunt out and punish those
fiends, and other vile men who though they had no personal part in the murder, knew of
and encouraged it, ..." ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from t he President.
On Feb. 25, 1874, John McEnery, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. ~I have the
honor to transmit herewith, a communication addressed to you, and signed by about three
hundred Citizens., alike white and colored, of the Parish of Grant, Louisiana. This Docume-nt was enclosed to me, with request that I should superintend the cooveyance of the
same to you. I called at the White House the other day to delh•er it in person, but a pressure of official duties on your part prevented an interview. I respectfully request that you
will give the allegations of these memorialists an attentive consideration." LS, ,:bid. E. W.
Hardy and many others had petitioned USG. ·•we, the undersigned Citizens of the Valley
of Red River in the vicinity of Colfax Grant Parish ,.,..,-respectfully represent to your
honor, that the condition of this country is largely due to false and prejudicial reports and
statements which have been made through the Journals and other channels, and take this
method of communicating a true statement of affairs, trusting that you will take such
steps as will relieve innocent parties and authorize the courts of the State to punish real
offenders, and settle pending dificulties. T he train of events which. culminated in the affray at Colfax on the ISth of April 1873 was the natural sequence of a disturbed and excited state of plitics, throughout the state, and the foisting oflmproper officials into office
in Grant Parish and the deposing of Legally elected officers by act of Wm P Kellogg as
governor and the Legislature of the State, after an impartial registration and the fairest
election, ever had here since t he war-was the immediate cause of action. Even after the
duly elected Parish officers were deposed and others bad been appointed to the positions,
every act of the people looking to an amicable adjustment of Parish matters was met in a
Spirit of defiance and with threats of coercion and violence unless all parties, bowed their
necks to the Yoke imposes, and their heads to Geslers Hal The appointed officers to
strengthen their party and add to their power did not scruple to excite, the ignorant colored populace by speeches of the most virulent character, meanwhile portraying to them
the probable action of the duly elected officers should they, by an edict of the courts ob-
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tain possession of the offices, in such colors as to make them believe that their very existence demanded that they resist even to the utmost extremity, and under the excitement
of the hour, led and controlled by bad counsel they were Induced to place themselves in a
defiant attitude which threatened not only the overthrow of all legal proceedings, but
jeopardized personal safety.-Jncendiary and outrageous 51>eeches were made to them
and they believed themselves to be acting in the defense of law and right While the actions of menace on the part of the appointed officers and their colored allies were such,
that the white people of the parish banded together for their own protection. When this
state of affairs had arrived the ,representative men of the whites made overtures for an amicable adjustment of -all dillculties, and the best men of both parties & colors used their
influence to prevent collision & bloodshed, but to no avail . . .. Both parties therefore held
on and the excitement was augmented and on the I 3th of april the collision took place.
The facts of the affray have been duly reported & needs no mention here After the fight
every body went home etwi and the parish was then quiet until parties went to New Orleans and gave evidence ofsuch character that it is understood that about Three Hundred
Warrants were issued-Oe'Cline with State Troops came to the Parish in October and
arrested seven parties-and has since arrested a citizen of the Parish which makes Eight
men now held in New Orleans-To,vit-Clement Penn Jno P Hadnot Wm J Cruikshanks
Donas Lemoine JP Lemoine A. P. Gibbon W D Irwin & Alfred Lewls-More than half
of the parties named had nothing to do with the affair at any time and several were
Twenty miles distant at the time of t he fight The parties have now been confined for
Three months without a hearing al tho Writs of Habeas Corpus have been taken out and
Bail in large amounts offered but of no avail, A general feeling of insecurity prevails
throughout the Country, many who are innocent are afJraid to go to New Orleans, or to
the Parish site, as shown above people have been arrested and are now held in New Orleans without Bail or Trial-We trust that when you receive tl1is statement you will take
such steps as will give to the law abiding people here the security guaranteed by the Constitution. We only ask for Justice and that we be relieved from swuping ·charges (which
while they can never be sustained) places a whole community outside the pale of the Law,
and tends to promote anything rather than goodwill- " OS (undated; 75 petitioners
identified as black), ibid. On [April 18), 1873, M. Nugent, president, "committee of the
citizens of Grant parish," and others, bad addressed "President Grant, Congress and the
People of the United States at Larget recounting a similar version of events. New Orleans
Picayune, May 22, H17.~. For the Colfax massacre of April 13, which left an estimated 105
blacks and three whites dead, see Ted Tunne11, Crncible afRecor1stmction: f/i'ar, Radicalism
and Race in Louisiana 1862-1877 (Baton Rouge, 1984), pp. 189-95.
In [June, 1874], H. T. Lawler wrote to USG. "Will you permit an humble adopted
citizen of this Republic to make known to you some facts connected with the trial of the
Grant Parish prisoners, I served as a juror in the U.S. District court from the 11th of
Febr uary to the 12th of May during which time r took notice of a great number of men
calling on Dep. U. S. marshals Wolfley and DeKlyne, I. noticed the majority of them
were Black and the few white were black dyed Republicans having known many of them
for years I approached a few of them and made inquiry as to thcir business, I was informed by Jacob Wolf; Dani Ryan and others that their object was to have their names put
on the juty roll to try the Grant Parish prisoners, which a deputy marshal promised them
would be done but with the understanding that they would be 0. K. for the government
... Will you as President of the United States permit a few men found guilty by such a
jury to wase their lives in prison or undergo any further pllllishment for a crime t hat
(which if guilty at all) you could not find a dozen Amer icans in t he entire Colllltry who
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would not be guilty of the same offence under like circumstances defending their manhood
and homes from an infuriated mob brought together by demagogues who deserted them
on the eve of that fearful strife between both races, I have c.onfidenoe in your determination to see justice done not alone to the Black man but to your own race and you will
not permit this poisoned verdit to enter as a wedge between the two races and compel
theru to hate each other until either perish, I have always loved my adopted country
when men now boiling over with loyalty were arresting union men and having them banished or imprisoned I never permitted my voice to be smothered I continued to ever wish
for a united country. I now feel that the vindictiveness of men calling themselves Republicans but who are of no party except that class who should be called Robbers. and whose
weight will strangle any party that will attempt to buoy them up, They Will cause a war
of races in my adopted state, and only the firmness and honesty of U. S. Grant can prevent such a dire eCalamity from afflicting this unhappy state~ ALS (docketed June 18,
1!174), DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.

To Frederick Dent Grant
Washington D. C. May 25th I 873.
FR.ED,
Your letter enclosing copy of order assigning you to Stanley's
Comd. for the YellowStone expedition, 1 is recd. This I presume will
prevent you visiting Long Branch the coming Summer. I have ordered transportation to take us all to the Branch on the 5th of June.
We leave here on that day, nothing happening to prevent.
Leave directions with Gen. Rucker 2 to ship your horse to me
when I order it. I will not have him shipped until we get to Long
Branch. All are well and send much love.
Yours Truly
DEAR

u. s. GRANT

ALS, USG 8.
I. On Aug. 2, 1878, Lt. Gen. Phj!jp H. Sheridan, Chicago, wrote to U~G, Long
Branch. "Col. Grant has reached Fort Lincoln, on hls way home from the Yellowstone Expedition." Copies, DLC-Philip H. Sheridan; (press) DNA, RG 393, Military Div. of the
Mo., Letters Sent. See Lawrence A. Frost, ed., Some Observations on t.he 'Tellowsto11e Expedition of 1873 (Glendale, Calif., \981), pp. 21, 135-37.
2. On April 80, John F. Long, St. Louis, had written to USG. "I am anxious to have
a Letter of introduction to Genl. Rucker. Dept. Quartermaster, at Chigo, and also to Capt.
Grimes, Dept. Quartermaster, St. Louis. And if not inconsistent would ask your Excellency for such.- " ALS, USG 3.
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To Hamilton Fish
Washington D. C. May 29th 1873
HoN. H. FtsH:
SEC. OF STATE;

DEAR SIR:

Ex-Mayor Wallah requested me some time since to appoint
De Courcey May, of Md. one of the honorary Commissioners to the
Vienna Fair. 1 I thought I endorsed the letter making the request favorably and sent it to the State Dept. But it seems the letter cannot
be found, and probably it was never sent. If there is still a vacancy I
wish you would give the apt. to Mr. May and send it to Mr. Wallach,
I 80 I I Street.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On April 9, 1873, W. De Courcy May, Pari~. had written to
Richard Wallach, former Washington, 0. C., mayor. "[ want you to exert yr influence for
one ofmy boys-De Courcy has been for three years studying Mechanical Engineering
under a first Class firm in Scotland-He wants now to go to Vienna in order to make the
acquaintance of the Engineers of our own County with a view of returning home & going into his profession next fall. To do this he wishes to be in some 'official position' in
Vienna-[ know that for one of Henry's children you will ilo any thing in your powerSee therefore if something cannot be arranged for him-ff nothing e:cist.s you can make an
appointment for him-you are too good a politician not to be able to invent on an occasion! He can get any amount of letters, (good personal ones from Mr Washborne) but
these are ofno use unless he is plased so he can be officially known-[ hope to bring home
all my big boys next October-I am in great haste as it was only yesterday I heard ofsome
of our Men having been appointed-How it brings back my young happy days, writing
to you-AU gone for me-" ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On May 10, USG endorsed this letter. "Refered to the Sec. of State. If there is a
vacancy among the honorary Commissioners to Vienna I have no objection to the apt. of
Mr. May." AES, ibid. De Courcy May served as an honorary commissioner from Md. to
the J87S international exposition at Vienna.
I. On June 10, 1872, Congress had authorized USG to appoint one or more commissioners to represent the U.S. at V1enna. On the same day, USG appointed Thomas B.
Van Buren as chiefcommissioner. See letter to Hamilton Fish, June 28, 187S; US. Statllt8s
at Large, XVlI. 589; HMD, 42-2-10. On June 20, 1872, Orville E. Babcock wrote to
Simon Wolf, 0. C. recorder of deeds. "The Pres,i dent dir~cts me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday and say that he has determined to make but one appoi.ntruent, and to leave him to appoint as many assistants as be deems proper. Mr Van Buren
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of N. J. is the gentleman appointed and to whom Mr M's application can be sent. He also
desires me to say that in reducing the number of Supervisors from twenty-five to ten it is
impossi ble to put in a new man." Copy, DLC-USG, II, I.
On Dec. 18, Charles C. Fulton, editor, Baltimore American, wrote to USG. "I see it is
proposed to appoint twelve Commissioners to represent the United States at the Vienna
Exposition, and I wottld most respectfully suggest whether it would not be of more service to the people to select for most , if not all of the Commission, editors of the most
prominent and influential journals ofthe country. The Commissioners to the Paris Exposition did not make their report until nearly two years after the close of the Exposition)
when all interest in it was over. The facilities afforded to a Commissioner would be of
great advantage to a representative of the Press, enabling him to spread broadcast over
the country all that will be most valuable arid desirable for the People to know." ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
On Feb. 14_, I 873, Congr ess appropriated $200,000 and authorized USG to appoint
eight "practical artisans" and seven "scientific men'' to report on the exposition, each to
receive $ I ,ooo for expenses; and up to 100 honorary commissioners to attend at their own
expense. U.S. Statutes at Large, XV IL, 687--38. Sec CG, ,i2-s, 252-56, 3 13-14, 621-25,
661, 8 13-14; HMD, 42-3-6, 42-S-7; SRC, 43- 1-451. In addition to the 15 paid positions,
some 90 honorary commissioners were selected from over soo applicants. See RED, 441-l 96, I, 1.56-.S9.

On Nov. 15, 1872, U.S. Senator John F. Lewis of Va. had writte,n to USG recommending Leopold J. Boeck, professor of civil engineering, University of Va. ANS, DNA.
RG .59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Dec. 2, Van Buren, New York
City, wrote to Boeck. "... Owing to the uncertainty of what Action Congress will take
upon the subject ofan appropriation towards the expenses of the Exhibition; I have some
time since announced my intention of making no farther nominations of Commissioners
until after an appropriation is agreed to: for the reason, among others, that can be no ttrprep,i111ien exhibition in the American Department without such appropriation. If Congress take favorable action, I have intended to select a limited number of our distinguished
Scientific men, and nominate them as part of the Commission, whose duty it sb()uJd be to
thoroughly examine and report upon the Exhibition .. : ALS, ibid.
On Dec. SO, Joseph Henry and Samuel P. Lee, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG.
"Professor J. Lawrence Smith, of Louisville, Kentuclty, desires to be appointed as one of
the Commissioners to the Vienna Exposition to report on Chemistry and the Arts to
which it is allied, and we beg leave, respectfully, to recommend his appointment Professor Smith is the President of the American Association for the Advancement of Science
and is one of the best known, for his original contributions to science, of the chemists of
this Country. Besides his scientific acquirements he is well acquainted with modern languages and has the advantage of having acted as one of the Commissioners to the Paris
Exposition in 1867, in which he exerted an important influence in behalf of the United
States. We sincerely hope that you may see fit to grant Professor Smith the ap'pointment
in question." LS, ibtd. For J. Lawrence Smith's report on the chemical industry at Vienna,
see HED, 44-1-1961 II.
On Feb. 28, 1873, Van Buren, New York City, wrote to USG. "I respectfully recommend the appointment of Professor R.H. Thurston, of Stevens Institute Hoboken New
Jersey, as' one of the Scientific Commissioness to the Exhibition at Vienna. Professor has
been acting as Chairman of group I 3, Advisory Comt Machinery &c-He is a learned &
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scientific man- well known in this Country and his appointment would give general satisfaction" A,LS, DNA, RG 69, Letters of Application and Recommendation. For Robert H.
Thurston's report on machinery and manufactures at Vienna, see HED, 44-1-196, Ill.
T he scientific commission included Boeck, Smith, Thurston, Eben N. Horsford, John A.
Warder, Peter Collier, and Wolcott Gibbs.
On Dec. 15, J 872, U.S. Representative Benjamin F. Butler of Mass. wrote to Babcock.
"Capt Joseph V. Meigs, a soldier in the Army, of fine record, a gentleman of the first scientific knowledge and of very great inventive power, who has invented among other things
what 1believe to be the best magazine gun ever made, and also a school desk and seat for
children, desires to be one of the Commissioners from Massachusetts, where he has resided
for the last eight years, to the Vienna Exhibition. I desire very much his appointment both
on personal grounds and because no one can better represent the scientific mechanics of
the country. May I make draft on your personal friendship sufficient to lay this matter before the President" LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
On Dec. 28, George A. Stanbery, Norwalk, Ohio, wrote to USG. ''Having seen, by
the public prints, that it is intended to send out a commission ofSkilled mechanics to the
Vienna Exposition, to represent tile United States, and to gather such practical knowledge as will prove beneficial, r have been induced, by my friends, to solicit an appointment
for myself as one of the commission. I am twenty seven years of age.- 1 served an apprenticeship, as machinist , in Zanesville Ohio. I have also worked for the Erie Rail-way
company at Dunkirk, N. Y., and at the United States Arsenal at Frankford, Pa.-The last
place r secured through the recomendations of Genl A, B. Dyer, Gen] B. W. Brice,
Gen! M .. D. Leggett, and Genl R. S. Granger. I am now working for a company in this
place, building tools for the manufacture of a new i\nitting Machine. I was a short time in
the service of the Country as a soldier in the 159 0. V. I. Trusting to a favorable consideration of my application, and referring you to accompanying recommendations, ..."

ALS, ibid.
On Feb, 5, 1875, Charles Davis, Allegheny, Pa., wrote to USG. "I desire to get the
appointment as Commissioner, or Skilled Artisan, from Penn'a, to the Vienna Exposition-For testimonials in regard to fitness & qualifications reference is requested to the
accompanying papers- numbered from l to -b6 inclusive-My experience as a Civil Engineer for the past eight years in this section, in the service of the City, and the Penna Rail
Road, has enabled me to become thoroughly acquainted with the leading interests in this
part of the State, and in a measure to be closely identified with them-I served a full term
in the Army during the War, and had the honor of commanding a company (Co "D~ 10th
Regt Penna Reserves) during the famous campaign on Richmond in 64" ALS, ibid. For
Charles Davis's report on hydraulic engineering, see HED, 44-1-196, Ill.
On Feb. 11, U.S. Senator John A. Logan of Ill. wrote to USG. "Mr Lyman Bridges of
Chicago Illinois is a man of great ability as an Artizan. He is the gentleman who exhibited the School House at the Paris Exposition. He desires to exhibit a model School House
at the Vienna Exposition as one of the artiians of the United States. He is a worthy nian
in every way. and I hope that he may be selected as one of the Artizans under the Act of
Congress and we oflllinois will consider this one of the many favors bestowed.~ LS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. The eight artisans selected were
Joseph V. Meigs, Stanbery, Davis, Lyman Bridges, Louis J. Hinton, Robert B. Lines,
John R. Niernsee, and Nathaniel M. Lowe.
On March 8, Henry, Wa~hington, D. C., wrote to Secretary ofState Hamilton Fish,
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" [ have the honor to NOMlNATE as a proper person to fill the office of one of the
Commissioners to the Vienna Exposition, Doctor F. A. P. Barnard, President of Columbia
College, New York. Dr: Barnai,d has much experience in connection with expositions of
the kind in question and made by far the best report of the series published by our government in regard to the Paris Exposition."' LS, ibid On June 14, 1872, Frederick A. P.
Barnard, New York City, had written to USG asking appointment as commissioner to the
International Statistical Congress at St. Petersburg, Russia, to be held in Aug. ALS, ibid.
On June 18., Henry wrote to USG 011 the same subject. LS, CSmH. Barnard served on the
U.S. advisory committee at Vienna.
On Aug. 25, J. Gillingham Fell, Philadelphia, \Vrote to USG. "Permit meto introduce
my friend Mr Wm P. Brock Esq of Philada It is Mr Brock's intention to start for Vienna
shortly, where he expects to remain for some time, his sister having married an Officer
of distinction in the Aust Army, and has resided in Vienna for several years. Mr Brock
has spent much time in Europe and is very familiar in most of the Countries-As he
will be in Vienna during the Exhibition and so well qualified by experience, He ~'ould be
a useful man to the various Americans we hope to see, flocking there with their wares &c
Mr Brock is a complete man of business in addition his accomplishments of travel andeducation-With these qualities he must be on the right side as was his father before him,
an old friend of mine- " ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
USG endorsed this letter. "Refer w Gn. Thos. Van Buren Com. to Vienna Fair." AE (undated), ibid. William P. Brock served as a commissioner from N. J.
On Dec. 6, U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton of lnd. wrote to USG. "Jesse J. Brown of
~ New Albany Indiana, wishes to be appointed one of commissioners or visitors to
the Exposition at Vienna Austr,ia. He is a gentleman of high character, large wealth, intelligence and refinement, wishes no salary, compensation or expenses, but simply to go
accredited by our government as one of its Visitors or Commissioners. He will faithfully
discharge any duties that may be devolved upon him and will do credit to the country. He
was one of the fund Commissioners in Indiana in 186 l to negot iate our war bonds, and
stood by the government all through the war with his influence and. his money. I should
be very glad if his wishes could be gratified.'' ALS, ibid Jesse J. Brown served as a commissioner from Ind.
On Jan. 6, 187[-1], I..ucy M, Porter, Louisville, wrote to USG. "Permit me to introduce to you Dr. C. E Carpenter. a very highly respected citizen ofth.i s place and a gentleman distinguished for his devotion to science and art. Dr. Carpenter is an applicant for the
position of scientific commissioner to the World's Exposition, to be held in Vienna: The
citizens of Louisville are unanimous in wishing the appointment of Dr. C. and I earnestly
beg Mr. President that his application may receive your favorable consideration." ALS
(misdated 1872), ibid. On Jan. so, Charles F. Carpenter, Louisville, wrote to USG. "Your
petitioner desires to be appointed on the Science and Art commission to the Exposition at
Vienna, authorized by HR No l iO, finally passed by the Senate on the 28th inst... ." ALS,
ibid. For Carpenter's report ou precision instruments, see HED, 44-1 -196, II.
On Jan. 15, William H. Senton and John M. Krum, St. L<Juis, wrote to USG.
''Mr. lsaac Cook, Assistant Commissioner to the Exposition at Vienna, expects to be in
Washington this week. with a view to assist as far as he can, in procuring farther legislation in Congress on this subject. There is great interest felt in this matter throughout the
Mississippi Valley and Mr. Cook has been very active in procuring and sending forward
the applications of Exhibitors. As this is a maner of especial interest to the Great Wesl,
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looking to the development ofits boundless and varied natural resources, you will pardon
us, we hope, for asking your personal co-operation, so far as is consistent with your public duties'' LS, D NA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. See PUSG, 20, 390-91.
On Jan. U, U.S. Senator John Scott of Pa. wrote to USG recommending Joseph
Wharton, Philadelphia, for the scientific commission. ALS, ONA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Feb. f>, Babcock wrote to Fish. "The President directs
me to say that Se11ator Scott desires the withdrawal of the name of James Wliarton as o ne
of the mechanics or scientists to attend Vienna Exposition, and the substitution of
G. Dawson Coleman in his stead. Mr Wharton also desires this substitution," LS, ibid. On
March 10, Scott and U.S. Senator Simon Cameron of Pa. wrote to USG. "After conference
with the Secretary of State as to the number of Commissioners to the Vienna Exposition
that would probably be appointed from Pennsylvania, we would respectfully recommend
the following, in addition to G. Dawson Coleman already agreed upon as Artisan, Viz;
Mr Oavi.s, of Pittsburg, Penna. (H.is papers are on file.) Mr David Brooks, of Philadelphia,
Penna. Mr Thomas Beaver, of Danville, Penna Mr Isaac Eckert, of Reading, Penna.
Mr James Millikin, of Bellefonte, Penna" LS, ibid. G. Dawson Coleman, Howard Painter,
fsaac Eckert, Henry 0. Moore, David Brooks, James Milliken, Charles M. Nes, and
George H. Stuart represented Pa. as honorary commjssioners to Vienna.
On Jan. 30, U.S. Representative William A. Wheeler of N. Y. wrote to USG. "I respectfully solicit and recommend the appointment ofJohn H. Sherwood of the City of New
York, as one of the Honorary Commissioners to the Vienna Exposition." ALS, ibid. On
Jan. S 1, USG endorsed this letter. "When apts. are made please call special attention to
this application." AES, ibid. John H. Sherwood served as a commissioner from N. Y.
On Feb. 4, Emil Sauer, New York City, wrote to Fish. "I r•eceived this morning a letter from Mr Washburn of Paris, in which he urges me, to get an appointmt ofmy brother,
Mr George Sauer for the Vienna E)(hibition & beg to enclosed for that purpose efth1detter of his Honor himself. Although I know that a ·german' has very little chance under the
present administration as our President is opposed toward my countrymen, who have
adopted this glorious country for their adoptions-I was under the impression that after
Carl Schurz has been found out the German would stand higher in the estimation of our
President- if I knew they wou1d not, I would not have accepted to be Elector at large for
this State, would not expend a cent, of which I have spent a couple of thousand dollars now
for being ridiculed in the bargain However as my brother has been before a Consul at
Brussels under the Lincoln administration I suppose he has a chance & I should like to hear
from you, if he stand any chance of an appointmt at the Vienna Exhibition of this year &
shall be happy to hea,r from you in course of next week I am sorry that none of the
prominent places have been filled by the Administration of our G erman Citizens & that
Irishmen, took the places. The last elections was carried in this state & particulttT in this
city by Germans who have been recompensd by 'no11 admission' in any good places" ALS,
ibid.. A letter ofJan. 14 from Elihu B. Washburne, Paris, to Sauer is ibid. George Sauer
served as a commissioner from N. Y.
On [March] 19, U.S. Representative Erastus Wells of Mo., St. Louis, telegraphed to
USG. "I most respectfully request that you will appoint John C Vogel one of the Commissioners to Vienna Exposition He is in every respect a Representative Citizen of our
state by giving bim said position you will oblige your friend .... Please advise me if
you Can do so." Telegram received, ibid. On the same day, USG endorsed this telegram. "Refered to the Sec. of State. Tf apt. is made, and I h11ve no objection to it, will the
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Sec. ofState please answer Mr. Wells?" AES, ibid. John C. Vogel served as a commissioner
from Mo.
On March 20, Edward A. Fay, act. president, National Deaf-Mute College, Washington, D. C,, wrote to USG. "I notice that among the scientific men and Honorary Com~
missioners appointed to nttend the Vienna Exposition, there is no gentleman fitted by
special t raining and e.-x.perience to examine and report upon the material to be exhibited
relating to the instruction of the deaf and dumb. Such material will form an important feature of the Exposition, The Austrian Government has appropriated I 00,000 florins for
the exhibition of apparatus of this kind, and other countries will doubtless be well represented. I myself have collected, and forwarded through the Bureau of Education, a quantity of material contributed by institutions for the deaf and dumb throughout the country. It will be a great disappointment to American instructors ofrhe deaf and dumb if we
have no representative at Vienna. I would respectfully suggest and request that Edward M.
Gallaudet, Ph.D., LL.D., the President of this College, who is now in Europe, be appointed
Honorary Commissioner, with special reference to the exhibition of aids and apparatus
used in t he instruction of the deaf and dumb. D r. Gallaudet is eminently fitted for the position in every respect and his appointment would meet the wishes of all American teachers." ALS, ibid. For Edward M. Gallaudet's reports on "Deaf-Mute lnstructionn and "Governmental Patronage of Art," see E£ED, 44-1- 196, 11.
In [AprilJ, Gerard B. Allen, St. Louis, wrote to Charles W Ford. "I will be much
obliged for the honorary appointment for my son George L Allen, if you will do me the
favor to procure iC ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On
April 20, Babcock endorsed this letter to Levi P. Luckey. "The PreSident wishes Mr Allen
appointed, will you please inform the Secty of State" AES, ibid. George L. Allen served
as a commissioner from Mo.
On April 24, John Russell Young, Paris, wrote to USG. '1 found on my arrival from
Spain where I have been for some time, the letter announcing my appointment as a Vienna
Commissioner.- ( beg to thank you for the remembranoe.-especially grateful to me in
my absence.- and coming from one whom I honor and respect as highly as I do yourself.
I shall go to Vienna, tomorrow, and, if I can be of any service to the government, shall be
glad. I have intended often writing you.-but it is a cruelty to intrude upon time so greatly
absorbed. I need not say, how much I rejoiced in your election-although Mr Greeley's
death, which did not surprise me.-was that of a man. I esteemed W!f"Y very much.- I have
been profoundly interested in these foreign problems.-especially in Spain, about which
l have written a great deal in The Herald. I sent a translation of Castelar's speech on
Emancipation in Porto Rlco.-which I hope you saw.-as it contained a defence of your
inaugural which the Spanish had attacked and other allusions that will gratify you.-After
my return frotn Vienna, I will do some work in Germany-and then return to America. I
would like to remain here some time longer,- but Mr Bennett has made service at home
on the editorial staff so much more to my interest that I cannot decline it-" ALS, ICHi.
In an undated note, USG wrote: ''Wm S. Rand Vanceburg, Lewis Co. Ky, wishes to
be appointed to the Vienna Fair." AN, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. No appointment followed. On Sept. 7, 1871, Babcock had written to William S. Rand concerning appointments to the U.S. centennial commission. Copy, DLC-USG, II, I.
On June 12, 1872, Joseph E. Holmes, London, wrote to USG asking to he a commissioner at Vienna. ALS, ONA, RG 59., Letters of Application and Recommendation, On
June 1 o, Clara Barton, London, had written to U.S. Senator Henry Wilson of Mass. "Long
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absence and silence have made me so much a stranger to my own people that I bring even
a simple recommendation to you, my old time friend, with all the timidity, and hesitation
ofa foreigner, and 1 beg your generous pardon ... Mr. Holmes is a man ofexcellent gene[ral]
information, and superior scieotific knowledge, being himself an inventor and at present
engaged in scientific researches in England. Having been appointed commissioner to the
Exhibition in London in 1862, from which, subsequently, all Govt patronage and interest
were withdrawn in consequence of the war, Mr Holmes stood firmly by the interests of the
disappointed American Inventors, came to London at his own expense, with no shadow
of remuneration, took his place 'in the Exhibition, and carried our country triumphantly
through with a degree of credit not only unsurpassed, but unapproacbed in any subsequent exhibition...." ALS (misdated 1862}, ibid. Barton added a postscript, datedJune 12.
" ... Although I might perhaps reasonably claim to have been one of Gen! Grants soldiers,
as he has no knowledge whatever ofme, I could not possibly presume to address him directly.-" ALS, ibid. No appointmen! followed.
On July 28, U.S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio, Cincinnati, wrote to USG. "This
will be handed you by Augustus Wessel Esq of this City a German American citizen of
high character-of culture agreable manners-wealth & education-He has a desire to
act as one of the Commissioners to the Vienna International Exhibition-for which be is
admirably qualified-£ trust you can gratify him by the appointment" ALS, ibid. On Oct,
15, Richard M. Corwine, Washington, D. C., wrote to Theodore Cook, New York City. ''I
saw the President this Am. about WesseU's case. Gen. Cowan was present and assisted me.
I read him Mr Van Buren's letter to McKillrath. He said if he could see Mr V. 8. he would
tell him he should be glad if he would appoint Mr Wessel and authorised me to say to
Mr W that he or his friends could say that much to Mr. V. B. While he did not care to write
it he would say it if he could see him in person and, therefore, was willing to have it said.
Perhaps it will be well for you to see Mr V. B. yourself and show him this letter. He can
appoint another if he desires to do so, as there is no law against it and the President would
be satisfied, indeed gratified if he would appoint Mr. Wessel Show this to Mr Wessel and
say that I hope he may be gratified by Mr. Van Buren. Nothing else can he done here at
present'' ALS, ibid. No appointment followed.
On Aug.SI, James H. Wilson, New York City, wrote to USG. ~r take great pleasure
in recommending Mr. Jacoh H. Schiff, of the Banking House of Messrs. Budge, Schiff &
Co, of this City, as in every way worthy to receive the appointment of Assistant Commissioner for the United States to the Worlds Fair at Vienna. Mr. Schiff is a young gentleman of great abllity, and a~ he goes to Europe in November as the representative of his
house, can readily assume and discharge the duties of Commissioner without any expense
whatever to the Government. Trusting that the appointment can be made • .." LS, ibid.;
(press) DLC-James H. Wilson. No appointment followed.
On Sept. 9, Sigismund Kaufmann, New York City, wrote to "General Joseph~ [0/'ville
£'..] Babcock, "I mite these lines on behalf of a personal friend Dr. Joseph Goldmark, of
this city, who desires to be appointed Assisstant Commissioner for the lnternational Ex.position to be held in Vienna in 1873. I can recommend Dr Goldmark not only for personal reasons, but from the conviction that his appointment as Assisstant Commissioner
would be of benefit to the country that sends as well as very acceptable to the country to
which he may be sent. His qualifications for this post are varied, and J shall only dwell
upon bis aclrnowledged ability as a business man and practical inventor and general furtherer of industrial enterprises the manufacture of percussion caps and of Metallic Car-
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tridges being the most prominent. He is a gentleman of culture and of scientific attainments, an honorable and active citizen of this country, which he has supported in its time
of need, and is and always has been a consistent supporter of Republican principles, which
he advocated in the Natfonal Assembly in Austria, and for adhering to which he was forced
to flee his native land. You may think it strange that I should advance this as a recommendation in the face of my having signed the call to the Cincinnati Convention, but when
you consider my subsequent course, the apparent contradiction disappears. My standpoint in the Cincinnati affair is very plain and easily understood. Like all Germans, or
strictly speaking foreigners, I have experienced in Europe the evils of standing Government, and we have come to regard it with a distrust that leads us to shun the slightest r esemblance to it. The Call to the Cincinnati Convention was founded upon the One Term
Principle, and as such it received my countenance and failing to become the exponent of
this Principle, it failed to receive my support. My objections to the renomination of President Grant, who has always received me kindly, were not, as you will perceive, founded
upon personalities, but upon Principle; and as I then loo.ked upon Renomination as against
the convictions I had formed upon the subject of Government, and expressed my opinion,
you will believe me when I say that the success of the Greeley Copperhead coalition would
be a far greater shock to my convictions. I have digressed into politics which was not my
intention. To return to my subject, Tbeg to state that Dr Goldmark, is now very well received by the Government in Vienna to which city he has made many visits, originating
and fostering business enterprises between the two countries. You would greatly oblige
me and the many friends of this gentleman by taking the above into favorable consideration." LS, ONA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment
followed. See Cale11dar, March 5, I 872.
On Nov. 1s, Horace Porter wrote to L. Montgomery Bond, Philadelphia. ~The
President desires me to convey to you his thanks for the kind congratulations contained
in your letter of yesterday and say to you that your application in relation to the Vienna
Exposition should be addressed to Hon Thomas B. Van Buren of 51 Chambers St. N. Y.
City. Mr Van Buren was appointed as Agent on the part of the Government, and has full
power to appoint his own assistants to serve without expense to the government." Copy,
DLC-USG, II, l. On Nov. 14, Bond wrote to Van Buren. 4 The President of the U. States
refers me to you in an application to be appointed a commissioner or secretary to the
Vienna Exposition. My family reside in Germany, and my son is an eminent linguist. I desire to pay my family a visit during all of next year; and should be happy to perform any
suitable employment for the Government, without charge to it. I have had a largo experience in business, and will refer you to almost any of the leading citizens of Philadelphia,"
ALS, ONA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed. On Aug. 20, 1870, Bond had writtep to USG asking for a consulship in Europe.
ALS, ibid. On March 12, 1872, USG had written to Bond. "l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your very kind letter of the 7th inst: with it~ enclosure, and I must beg
you to accept my sincerecthanks for it, and for the very kind and complimentary expressions it contains.p Copy, DLC-USG, II, I. Also in 1872, Bond invited USG to contribute
to a proposed memorial to Maj. Gen. George G , Meade, who had died Nov. 6. William
Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 5.
On Dec. 20, 1872, John Van Cleve Phillips, Dubuque, Iowa, wrote to USG. "I [n]otice
that congress has appropriated [1]00.000, for vienna exposition. Also that the Am. Geographicl.and Statistical Society [of] N. Y. have asked Gov. Palmer of Ills. to send [th]cm
any geologicl surveys and maps he can [to] illustrate the coal and other mineral wealth
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[o]f his state for the exhibition, My surveys of the central continental mining [fi]elds
commencd in 184-4 beginning at Galena . . ," ALS, DNA, RG 69, Miscellaneous Letters.
No appointment followed.
On feb. 9, 187:l, Samuel G. Howe, Boston, wrote to Henry Wilson. "You know what
a father's love for his son is; & you will pardon me, if I seem importunate with you, 1n behalf of mine. He thinks that going to Vienna on the U. S. staff, or commission would give
him rare advantages; of which, 1 am sore, he would profit. Will you be so kind as to telegraph to me, if you think that his chance would be increased, by Mrs. Howe, or myself
going to Washington, & interceding for him." ALS, ibid., Letters ofApplication and Recommendation. On Feb. 11, USG endorsed this letter. "Refered to the Sec. of State. When
these apts. are made I will be glad to have one of them confered on Mr. Howe.." AES, ibid.
Henry M. Howe did not serve as Vienna commissioner.
On f eb. 13, Mary Tomlin, edjtor, The Balance, Chkago, wrote to Van Buren. "One
of our editors, Dr. Odelia Blinn, is now in Paris, & wishes to attend the Vienna Exposition, & wou.ld like to be appointed a D elegate. I think she expects nothing but the coOS'equent lessening of her expenses, as she wrote us that if she could be appointed Delegate,
it would save halfof her expenses. l send you specimens of our paper, containing communications from her. Could you do anything, or advise us in this matter?" ALS, ibid. No appointment followed. The Balance was a monthly journal devoted to women'$ suffrage.
On March l, Theophilus G. Steward, Wilmington, Del., wrote to USG seeking a
clerkship on tbe Vienna commission. ALS, ibid. On Feb. 25, Steward had written to Van
Buren."... I am a minister of the gospel and a poor man. l desire to go simply to seek information. T have considerable knowledge of the German and French languages. Am a
young man and anxious to improve myself. .. . P. S. Perhaps I should say that 1 am
'afflicted' with the color considered in many circles objectionable but I may Tadd that I belong to a family that has resided in New Jersey for seven generations in Cumberland
County, not one of which has ever suffered as a criminal-" ALS, ibid. No appointment
followed.
On March 12, Adolph E. Borie, P hiladelphia, wrote to USG. "How can I help troubling you with enclosed? You no doubt recellect the late Mr Orne, a most zealous &
efficient member of our Union League in its most active period during the War. I am sorry
to see that you have a bad cold. I was afraid of it from your exposure on the terribly i:.o ld
Inauguration day. I am getting better slowly With best regards to all at home~ ALS,
ibid. In an undated letter to Borie, Sally B. Orne, widow of James H. Orne, sought an appointment for her son Benjamin as comro.issioner to Vienna. ALS, ibid. No appointment
followed.
On March l 9, Governor Cyrus C. Carpenter of Iowa et al. wrote to USG. "I 11m not
informed as to whether all t he appointments have been made under the Joint Resolution
of Congress authorizing you to Commission fifty agents whose expenses are provided for
by an appropriation. If this Commission is not foll, and all the names have not been determined upon, 1 desire to suggest the name of Mrs Ellen S. Tupper of lowa. I make this
recommendation in no formal manner, to rid myself of an importunate self-seeker: as such
is not the character of Mrs Tupper. I regard her, on the contrary, as one of the best representatives of intelligent, industrious, and practical American women. With a large
family, largely dependent upon her efforts for support and education, she has for years devoted herself to the culture of Bees, in which she has beoorne an expert of National reputation; and it is to promote the interests of this country, and at the same time improve
herself iJl her chosen specialty, that induces her desire for this appointment. [ would be
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heartily gratified if she could be named among those who are sent out with expenses paid,
as I believe there would be fitness in her selection, and 1 know any duties which might devolve upon her, in virtue of her position, would be performed with intelligence, alacrity,
dignity, and to the credit of her country and the American chaTacter." LS (8 signatures),
ibid. No appointment followed.
On March .'.ll, "A New York Reformer" wrote to Fish. "I learn by the Washn correspondent of 'the Times' that the 'distinguished Scientists and Artisans' who have been
appointed by the Govern! to proceed to Vienna and report anything they may deem useful to us, are trying to obtain the Lion's share ofthe appropriation made by Congress for
defraying the entire expences of the U. S. Dept of the exhibition.-Knowing, as I do, how
eager some of those Gentn were, a few weeks ago to procure all the names they ooald .to
indorse their applications for permission to serve the Governt (at which time I presume any
of them would have been glad to have accepted the position for the honor ofthe thing and
thefrufares to & fro) lam rather surprised that they should now that their appointments
are se<:ured endeavour to exact from the Governt sufficient money to enable them to make
the tour ofEurope and have a jolly time generally!!.-Such a proposition might have come
naturally from Mr Tweed-but, for modest men like Scientists & Artisans to try to make
efajob out of what should be considered simply as an honor is lamentable, ..." AL, ibid.
On June 8, 1874, Hiram Garretson, Cleveland, wrote to Sherman. "After fourteen
months absence I again find myself 'at home'-and much pleased that it is so-To day I
forward to Mr F.ish Sec of state my final report as Comr at Vienna-In addition to this
there will soon follo1v some very able reports, all of which will be printed-I am very desirous to have the Editorship of the Vienna papers fall into good hands-Will you do me
the favor to suggest to the Presidnt or Mr Fish the name of Prof R H Thurston of New
Jersey as proper person for the position-in my judgmt. Prof Thurston was one of the
Scientific Corns to Vienna, and is a man of very marked ability. Your kindness in this will
oblige me very much" ALS, ibid. Garretson had replaced Van Buren as chief commissioner. Robert H. Thurston edited the commission's four-volume report, published in
1876 as

HED,

44-1-196.

To Mary Grant Cramer
Washington D. C. May 31st /873.
DEAR SISTER:

[ am just in receipt of your letter speaking of fathers rapid decline. Of course I will go home at any day that it may be necessary
for me to do so. I have been absent so much this Spring that business has accumulated so that I cannot go very well just now, and
next Thursday 1 I have arranged to take us all to Long Branch. Any
time after that I can go as well as not, and would not let that inter-

!Si

JUNE 2, 1873

fere if there should be a necessity. oo•nt fail to keep me advised of
father's condition.
Jesse you know is in California, alone, feeling very big. Buck has
returned from Europe and is at Harvard preparing for his examination. Fred. is about starting for the YellowStone region where he
will be gone all Summer, with an expedition for the protection of
su_rveyors and builders of tl1e Northern Pacific rail-road.
All send love.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
MRS. MA_n.y CRAMER

ALS, Hal Douthit, Sandusky, Ohio. See letter to Adolph E. Borie, Julys, 1875.
On Jan. SO, 1873, USG had written to Mary Grant Cramer about money transferred
from their father to USG's son Jesse. Robert H. Dodd, Catalogue 20, Ap1·il, l!H6.
pp. 40-41.

1, June 5.

To Hamilton Fish
f/7ashingt01i D. C. June .2d 187S
HoN. HAMILTON

F1stt;

SEC. OF STATE;

DEAR Srn:

Mrs. Fletcher calls to see me dayly in regard to the appointment
of her husband to the Consulship at Hamilton, Canada, in place of a
Kansas man who has held the place for nine years. Will you be kind
enough to inform me by whom the present incumbent is protected,
and whether it is advisable to make the change so that I may answer
positively when Mrs. F. calls again.
Very Truly Yours,
U.S. Gil.ANT
AI.S, DLC-Harnilton Fish. On J1me I!, 187.'$·, Secretary of State Hamilton Fi~h wrote to
USG. "[n answer to the enquiry in your note of th.is date respecting Mr Blake Consul at
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Hamilton I have to say that he was appointed to that Consulate on 19th April 1869-on
the recommendation of the Governor & the Senators of Kansas-the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Kansas-D R Anthony-Presidential Elector Mr Clarkethen M. C- ofSpcaker Blaine Senators Hamlin & Fessenden & most of the Members of
Congress from Maine, & some from other Stares, Professor Bunerfield of Washburn College Dr Sears-agent of the Peabody Fund His retention is most asked by Governor
Sidney Perham of Maine Speaker Blaine Senators lfamlin & Morrill of Maine & a large
number of Citizens who profess to be engaged in business, & by persons in CanadaMr Blake had been in the Consular Service before he was appointed at Hamilton-He is
the only ConsuJ appointed from Kansas, which State however has the Chilian MissionIowa has six Consulates, &c-much more than its proportion, & the Senators & Members
from that State are urging other persons from Iown, for appointment-" ALS (press),
ibid. About this time, USG wrote. "I am anx.ious that Mr. Fletcher should have a consulate
in Canada if it can be given. It is deserved for services rendered in giving encouragement
to our volunteers during the rebellion and steadfastness to the cause fought for, since." AN
(undated), DNA, RG 69, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
In an undated letter; Matilda Fletcher wrote to USG. uln handing you the accompanying letters, commending my husband to your kind consideration, please allow me to say,
that I earnestly request your careful attention to their contents. I approach you with much
diffidence, because J know the great demands upon your time and patience, but [ also have
confidence in your generous sense ofjustice and this gave me courage to app1y. For many
reasons we greatly prefer a consulate in Canada and if you will allow me to designate I will
say Hamilton though we shall be happy to accept a11y favor at your hands" ALS, ibid. On
April 21, 1873, U.S. Senator Wi1Ua1n B. Allison of Iowa, Dubuque, had wl'itten to USG.
"Mr John A Fletcher of Council Bluffs Iowa is an appli1..-ant for a Fourth class clerkship in
one of the Depts at Washington. He is thoroughly competent to discharge any duty usually assigned to that class of clerks. He is the husband of Mrs Matilda A. Fletcher who is
a talented and accomplished woman. They have met with misfortune a11d are both in poor
circumstances fina11cially. Mrs Fletcher did very great service to the cause of good government by making a great many able speeches in the last campaign upholding your administration and the Republican party in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa, and I think for
these services both she & her husband deserve recognjtion-They both sustain an excellent character & no small favor would be so much appreciated or so thoroughly endorsed
by the people in our State as the one I suggest" ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. On
June 19, Matilda Fletcher wrote to Secretary of War William W. Belknap. '1 write you as
a friend and earnestly ask you to read and carefully consider what I say. A hundred times
last summer-and fall I vindicated the administration to the manifest satisfaction of the
most prominent republicans in seven different states. I was credited publicly and often, in
Ohio and elsewhere, with winning more votes than any other speaker.... r can not believe
that the President knows how well and faithfully T have served him and how much I need
his assistance. I could not tell him myself although you advised me to. I meant to do it, but
when I came into his presence I had not the courage to do it.... The President received
me !le kindly and expressed himselfin his note to Sec'y Fish as anxious to assist me so that
I feel certain ifit is brought to his mind and he is aided to select a place I shall not fail. My
husba11d is able to attend to clerical, or consular duties and is well fined for those, or to be
the head of a bureau, as any body, and his health would improve more rapidly if he had
suitable employment, that gave some hope and zest to life. Please acquaint the president
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with the contents of this letter, He will at least know my claims and needs and cannot but
respect me for my honest struggle with adversity...." ALS, ibid., RG 107, Appointment
Papers. On June 21, Belknap endorsed this letter to USG. AES, ibid. No appointment followed. See New York Times, Oct. 6, 1872, June l ·l, 1878; Matilda Fletcher, PrtU:tical Eth,cs.
for Schools and Families (New York, 1875).
On March 25, J 869, Dexter A. Hawkins, New York City, had written to USG recommending the reappointment of Freeman N. Blake, consul, Fort Erie. '·... He was one
of the pioneers in Kansas at a time when it required a man of courage and deci,sion to advocate and fight for the cause of freedom, in that land, then of' border ruffians' .. :· LS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On
April 12, USG nominated Blake as consul, Hamilton. See PUSG, 20, 4 11. On June 18,
1873, USG suspended Blake and appointed Henry Ray Myers in his place. Copies, DNA,
RG 59, Suspensions; ibid., General Records. For Myers, see PUSG, 21. 20-21.
On June 20, 1878, U.S. Senator John J. Ingalls of Kan., Atchison, wrote to Orville£.
Babcock. "I see by the telegraph that some man from Ala. has been apptd Consul at Hamilton. Ont. vice Blake suspended. This was the only Consular place that Kansas had, and I
desired to put a Kansas man there next season; and I wish you would ask the President
from me personally to reconsider the matter and withhold the Commission till Congress
meets." ALS, DLC-USG, IB.

Endorsement
To the Sec. of State. This is the Delaware gentleman whos name was
searched for in the State Dept, two or more years ago, to offer a
Consulship to. If such a place is due to Delaware 1 hope we may be
able to give it now.

u. s. GRANT
JUNE. 4TH

/7 3

AES, DLC-Hamilton Fish. Written on a letter of June 2, 1873, from U.S. Representative
Charles St. John of N. Y., Port Jervis, to USG. "In the multiplicity of business on your
hands, the case of my friend Mr Jno J Henry, in whose favour you wrote a line to
Hon Sec Delano reccommending him as a suitable person, one of the most suitablt among
the many applicants for the Office of Indian Inspector, may have escaped your min cl I beg
leave most respectfully to call your attention to this case, and as the appointments must
Soon be made, I trust you have found no reason to change the favourable impression you
had formed, ofMr Henrys fitness for the position and that you will give him the appointment. M.r Henry was very favourably received by the lndia.n Peace Commissioners but
from some cause, Sec Delano informed me that they declined making any recc:ommendations. Sec Delano also says the matter rests entirely with you, hence I write you on the
subject. . .. Perhaps it ls proper to Say, that Since your favourable note to Sec Delano
M.r Henry has fully expected the appointment and I trust he may not be disappoinced"
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ALS, ibid. On Jan. I 5, John J. Henry, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. "Four years
ago l made an application to you for a Consulship-In the time have troubled you with
two five minute calls and two letters-Lately seeing the ConsuYs office at Aspinwall was
vacated by the death of the incumbent I wrote you asking that it might be given to me:
which, as that was a less position than I thought I was entitled to, I was almost sure of get•
ting tt, but did not-And now Mr. President I most respectfully ask that you will assign
me some position by which J can support my family-I have had quite large possions in
the state of Delaware, but during the war lost all my property and am now too poor to go
into business-I helped to organize the RepubliC'dfl Party in Delaware and have been an
earnest worker for it ever since, as my letters on file will show-they are from every
prominent republican in Delaware -the most of them written to President Lincoln &
Sec. Seward- they gave me the appointment to Liberia which, because of the climate, I
declined-I feel competent to perform satisfactorily the duties of any place that may be
given me, and knowing my party services entitle me to some recognition in this my time
of need I most respectfully ma.ke this last appeal to you- I would like a Consulship, but
would be glad to have any thing the pay of which is not less than say $3,000-An Amendment to the Indian Appropriation bill was made providing for the appointment of five
commissioners to look after the distribution of the fund:, I would be most happy to have
one of these-I can procure in two days the recommendations ofseveral members ofC-0ngress for the position-Mr. President please be plain with me, and lfit be not asking too
much, have this hastily written communication answered, so that I may know how it is
considered by you-f am as ever your earnest political friend & supporter~ ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On Feb. fi,
St. John wrote to USG recommending Henry's no111Uiation as Indian inspector. ALS, ibid.,
RG 48, Appointme11t Div., Letters Received. USG endorsed this letter. '1nt. I think it will
be well to give this application special attention." AE (undated), ibid. Related papers are
ibid. On Feb. 19, OrvLlle E. Babcock wrote to Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano.
"The President directs me to call your attention to the name ofJohn J. Henry, ofDel. who,
he thinks, will be a good appointment for one of the Indian Inspectors," Copy, DLC·USG,
II, I. On March s, Sr. John again wrote to USG recommending Henry as Indian inspec•
tor. ALS, ONA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. See letter to George H.
Stuart, Oct. 26, I 872, note 1.
On April 1i;., 1874, Henry, WashiJ1gton, D. C., wrote to USG. "You were pleased to
compliment me by offering me the consulship at Jamaica some weeks ago- I unfortu•
nately failed in examination. Now, Mr. President I feel and believe thar l am fully capable
of discharging the duties iT1cumbent upon such an officer, and most respectfully ask that if
it be not entirely irregular I may be given the position or at least have another trial be•
fore the examining Board. I have been a member of many state and County Republican
Conventions in Delaware-have usually been on the Committee to prepare business and
often drawn with my own hand the whole ofthe resolutions &c. which have c6mposed the
party platform during the campaign-Have been for several sessions a member of the
state legislature and chairman of its most important committees- Have been by many
who know me best urged as a candidate for Con.gress and Governor of my state-and thus
far have never to my knowledge had my capacity questioned. , .." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On Dec. 9, I 87 5, USG nominated Henry as register of the. land office
at Fair P lay, Colorado Territory.
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Endorsement
Refered to the Atty. Gen. I know Gen. Devens and if he will accept
the office of Dist. Atty. it will be a splendid apt. He would make a
good Judge of the Supreme Court.
U.S. GRANT
JUNE 9TH

/73

AES, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. Written on a letter of June 7,
187.'I, from Ebenezer R. Hoa.r, Boston, to USG. "There is a vacancy in the office of District Attorney for Massachusetts. There are several candidates, some of them pretty good.
and some rather poor. who will have some political support of more or less account divided among them-But aside from the applicants of all classes, I have learned that Judge
(for merly General) Charles Devins. who is not an applicant, and would not like to go into
a scramble for the office, would yet be very glad of the appointment, if it were offered
him-Gen] Devens is one of the most brilliant men in our state, ha.s rendered patriotic
an.d distinguished service to the Cou.ntry in the War, and in character and capacity as a
lawyer stands hjgher than any of the leading competitors-Whatever certificates or statements you may receive about others, J think if you should ask the gentlemen making them
if they thought their candidate superior to Gen. Devens, you would receive a negative answer if you got a candid one. It would be very much like the case of Judge McKennan,
whom you appointed in Pennsylvania without outside assistance, but who satisfies every
body as better than they asked." ALS, ibid. On J1me I I , Attorney Gen. George H. Williams wrote to USG. ·1 have just received the letter of Judge Hoar with y9ur reference
upon it, as to the appointment of U. S. Attorney for Massachusetts. I have thought proper
before action to send you all the papers on file relative to the subject. You will see that
George P. Sanger, Esq., is recommended by Senator Boutwell and several of the Representatives from Massachusetts. I have also had a conference with General Butler upon the
subject, who says he will be entirely satisfied with t he appointment of Mr. Sanger. I have
also talked with Secretary Richardson who is also quite anxious for the appointment of
Mr. Sanger. You will see too that he is recommended by Bartlett, Chandler, Payne and others~the leadi11g lawyers of the Boston bar. Mr. Dawes recommends a man by the name
of Reed. Secretary Richardson informs me that General Devins is now judge of the Superior Court of Massachusetts, a life office, with a salary of five thousand dollars, and is content, as he believes, with his present position. My opinion is that the appointment of
Mr. Sanger would give more general satisfaction in Massachusetts than any other that can
be made. But I await your directions as to the matter. Please return the papers when you
are through with them." LS, ibid. On June 4-, U.S. Senator George S. Boutwell of Mass.,
Groton, had written to USG. "The death of Mr. Mason, late attorney for this district,
makes a va(,-ancy in that office, and after such consideration as I can give to the question
of a suitable successor, l have thought it best to r ecommend the appointment of Honl
George P. Sanger, of Cambridge. Judge Sanger has had long experience in the profession,
isa gentleman of integrity culture and ability; and Tcan not doubt that the public business
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will be faithfuJly and ably managed by him." ALS, ibid. On June 6, Isaac S. Morse, Bost on, wrote to USG. "When the late Mr Mason was appointed United States District
Atty. for this District I was a candidate for the position & was recommended by Ex chief
Justice Bigelow, the Judges of the Superior Court & the Collector of the Port & the leading members of the bar in Boston & various leading men & merchants in this vicinity. Owing to a division among the members of Congress, some favoring my appointment & some
favoring the appointment of Mr Henry L. Pierce, Mr Mason was appointed.... If you
want a law officer rather than a politician I think I can serve you. Mr Sanger who is recommended for the position is the President of aJl hisurance Co. here at a Salary of
$5000. per year & bas been out oft he practice oftbe law for some years. He is also a member of the House of RepreseJ1tat.ives & I suppose Mr Boutwell credits him with his election as Senator. . .. I am aware that while the President makes the appointment he generaJly appoints the one that the cabinet officer recommends-But I suppose there are
exceptions to this rule & as there are quite a number ofcandidates for this position, among
them General Devens, I hope you will Examine the papers & give us a fair chance. I was
in Washington last week & did think of calling upon you, but concluded that I would
not-" ALS, ibid. On June- 19, Governor William .B. Washburn of Mass. wrote to USG
recommending Charles Devens. ALS, ibid. On the same day, Washburn, Greenfield, Mass.,
telegraphed to USG, Long Branch, on the same subject. Telegram received, ibid. Also on
June 19, Williams wrote to Secretary ofState Hamilton Fish. "t am directed by the President to request you to issue a commission appointing George P. Sanger, to be Attorney of
the United States for the District of M~ssachusetts, in place of David H. Mason, deceased." Copy, ibid., Letters Sent to Executive Officer~.

To John H. Brinton
WEsT PomT, N. Y.,
June 11th, 1878.
MY DEAR DocToR:
Learning from your letter of the 9th inst. that you are a candidate for the "Professorship of Anatomy'' in the Jefferson Medical
College of Pa., it affords me pleasure to bear testimony to your professional skill and ability as demonstrated, in the field, in the early
days of the rebellion. At Donelson particularly I always regarded
the improvised arrangements for taking care of the wounded as due
to your executive ability and energy, and the care taken of themand success in bringing so many badly wounded out alive-as very
largely due to your professional skill.
While I do not join in special recommendation of one friend
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over another for any position over which I exercise n o control, yet
I can say, and do say unreser vedly, that I do not doubt but that if the
coveted professorship should fall to you it will be filled with honor
and credit to the institution, and that the directors who put you
there will never have reason to regret the choice.
My kindest regards to Mrs. B.-to whose friends I once gave a
favorable endorsement of you-and the children.
Very truly yours,

u. s. GRANT.

DR. J. H. BRINTON, Pmr.A., PA.
Personal Memoirs ofJolin H. Bri11ton (New York, 1914), pp. 566-57. John H. Brinton di<l
not receive the professorship. Brinton had married Sarah Ward in 1866. On May I~, 187.'l,
1st Lt. Edward H. Totten, USMA, was sent a note. "The President accepts with pleasure
the invitation to dine with the Association of Graduates of t he U. S. Military Academy, at
West Point on J une 12th- a nd will be present unless duties not now anticipated prevent."
Copies, Association of Graduates, Letters Received, USMA; DLC-USG, Tl, 2. On
June 10, USG arrived at West Point for graduation. New York Timu, June 11 , 14, 187.'l.

To Charles W. Ford
Long Bra.nch, N. J
June I 5th /7s
DEAR FORD:

Your letter advising me ofoutstanding debts that Elrod had was
duly received, and I telegraphed you to draw on me for money to
settle up everything. I want the program you laid out executed: that
is, I want the twenty outside box stalls; the additional box stalls inside; windows in front of the stalls; cracks battened, and every thing
put in first rate order about the barn. I want every debt and inoumbrance on the place lifted, and want t he training track made. If the
man we have there is a proper man for the business I want my stallions driven, and also the colts as they become old enough ftl.s6. I
would like also to have the stallions prepared for the Fair, together
with a sucking, a yearling and a two year old colt ofHambletonian. 1
If Elrod is scarse of horsepower to run the farm I think it will be
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well to purchase for him two large mares, and let him breed them.
They could do full work this year, and by next Spring I expect to
send twelve or fifteen mares from the East, some of which would do
the work next year.
Your estimate, or Elrods rather, of the value of property on
hand is received.2 If he can settle sell the cattle at his estimate, 33
pr. ct. off, advise him to sell. My desire is to get the farm in grass
and pasture as soon as possible and to buy grain. When the horses
multiply enough to consume the grass and pasture I will have a sale
of the other stock, keeping only about two cows for the use of the
farm.
Is there going to be any trouble about geting an order from
t he Court for a return of the money due me from the sale of the
Carondelet lands? s
If you get East this Summer you must be sure to pay me a visit.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
P. S. This fal) 1 think it may be advisable to build a separate stable
for the stallions unless two of the box stalls outside should prove
suitable.
ALS. DLC-USG.
1. See letter to William Elrod, May 21. J 87s .
2. An inventory dated June 8, 1873, listed horse stock ($24,426), cattle and ~wine
($9,350), and farming implements ($2, 155.25), totaling $35,930.25. D, DLC-USG.
S, See letter to William S. Hillyer, [Jan.] I 87(3).

To William D. Rawlins
Long Branch1 N. J.
June I 8th /73
DEAR S1R:

Mrs. Daniels with James Rawlins, and his Uncle, Mr. Smith, 1 of
Orange, N. Y. called on me yesterday in regard to the place of edu-
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cation of the children. It is the strongly expressed desire of James to
return to the school from which he was taken a year ago. He says
also that it is equally the desire of the little girls to remain East. T
have no interest in the matter further t han to serve the best interests
of t he orphan children of Gen. Rawlins, and have therefore given my
concent, as one of the guardians of the children, to t his arrangement. Mrs. Daniels,2 the other g uardian also concures.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
W 0 . RAWLINS,
C HICAGO, ILL.

ESQ.

ALS, Steven C. Rawlins, Evanston, Ill. See letters to William D. Rawlins, June 22, J uly SO,
1872. On Aug. 2S, 1873, USG endorsed a letter. "lfit is the wish of Gen. Rawlins children
to return to the school which they attended before going West, and their present guardians desire it, I have no objection, in fact think it will be a good school for them. Please
answer Miss Smith saying that the matter of her letter has been refered to the Uncle &
Aunt of the children" AES, ICHi.
l. Probably H. Horton Smith, who worked as a weigher in the New York City Customhouse and may have been a brother of John A. Rawl_ins's first wife, whose family lived
in Goshen, Orange County, N. Y. On Oct. 15, 1875, Orville E. Babcock wrote lo James 8.
Rawlins, USMA. "I have been just where you are and know just what it is, and I am extremely sorry that you have written to the President expressing a wish to resign. We have
just arrived home this morning and the President has not yet seen your letter. J know he
takes so much interest in your success not only on account of your illustrious father but
on your own that his disappointment will be very great, so I have taken the liberty of writing to you and urging you to reconsider the matter before l show the letter to him. Of
course if you desire the letter will be handed to him at once, but I feel so sure you will regret leaving the Academy, and that if you remain you will yet be proud of your own success and grateful to me ifmy friendly advice should decide your mind against turning back
after once starting that I know you will pardon this letter. Assuring you of my warmest
interest in your welfare." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 8. On Oct. 17, Levi P. Luckey wrote to
Smith, New York City. "Jimmy did wr ite to the President stating that he wanted permission to resign and I did uot show the letter to the President but Babcock and I made up a
letter to Jimmy telling him we had held the letter, and Babcock told him of his exper ience
at the Point when he first entered and begged him to let it drop and never let the President be disappointed by hearing that he wanted to TCsigu. I sent this a couple of days ago,
and am in hopes we shall hear no more about it. It would be a very injudicious thing for
him to resign unless for more serious reasons than he can have and not state them in his
letter. lf he insists upon my showing the President his letter I suppose the President would
urge him to keep on before taking so decisive a step in his life." Copy, ibid. Rawlins did not
graduate.
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On April 10, 1874, Luckey had written to South, Goshen. ·'By the President's direction I enclose you a draft on New York for three hundred dollars ($.'JOO.) the rent of the
Rawlins house for January, February, March and April, which has just been received.
Please acknowledge receipt." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On Jan. 5, I 876, USG wrote a check
to Smith for $648.80. DS, Mrs. Paul E. Ruestow, Jac.ksonville, Fla. On Jan. 6, 1877, Smith,
New York City, wrote to Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. "Enclosed please find a/c of the Rawlins
children for the year ending Decembers 1st 1876 By your referring to the a/c of 1875
you will see that I have charged the estate $180.67 County Tax Water Tax $15 12/100.
This is an error Viz. the tax is for 1874. l had supposed the tax for 1874 had been paid
but had not. You will see by the a/c for the year just ending there is the tax for 1875 and
for 1876. The amount of$988 55/J 00 which Col Luckey had no a/c of wa.sreceived by me
July 6th 187.'J and previous to his taking charge of the a/c for your father so you can
charge the same to the a/c book and then it will tally with my a/c" ALS, USG 3. The enclosures are ibid. On May 4, 1877, USG endorsed a letter concerning John A. Rawlins·s
children. Sunset Historical Gallery, Asbury Park, N. J.
2. On Nov. l o, I 87S, Luckey wrote to Mary E. Daniels, New York City. UM rs. Grant
desires me to write you and ;i;ay that on account of her father's illness she has allowed your
letter concerning your brother to remain unanswered, She, at the time, gave it to the
President, and he now informs her that at the time he made an endorsement and referred
it to the Custom House. She wishes me to convey her kindest regards." Copy, DLC-USG,
II, 2. On Oct. 27, USG had endorsed a letter from Daniels concerning a position in the
New York City Customhouse for her relative. Charles Hamilton Auction No. 74, Jan. 17,
1974, no. 318.
On Dec. 2, Luckey wrote to Daniels, Danbury, Conn. "The President directs me to
say that he can give you the Post Office at Greenville, Mississippi, -about 75 miles above
Vicksburg-and worth about $1100., ifyou will go there and reside." Copy, DLC-USG,
II, I!, On Jan. 7, 1874, Daniels wrote to USG. "Severe and protracted illness has prevented
me from replying sooner to Genl Babcock's letter in regard to the P. 0. at Greenville, Miss.
I hoped to be able to write an acceptance of the same, but my health, which has been
steadily declining since last summer, is now so feeble as to render it impossible for me to
undertake so long a journey, or to perform the duties of so responsible a position without
assistance. I do not know how I am to live without it, for Mr. Daniels has ceased to contribute anything towards my support- . If there is anything coming to me will you have
the kindness to send it to me as soon as possible for I am now dependent upon what little
you hold in your hands. Please remember me kindly to Mrs. Grant, and again accept my
grateful thanks for your generous kindness." ALS, USG s. On the same day, Daniels wrote
to Orville E. Babcock. ''Will you have the kindness to send my letters to Danbury
Conn. iJistead of 53, 128th street N. Y.? They have to be remailed from there and it makes
a difference of two and three days in the receipt of them." ALS, ibid. An unsigned receipt
from Dl!Ilbury, dated Feb. 1874, presumably involved Dal\iels. "Received ofU. S. Grant,
faecutor of the Estate of John A. Rawlins deceased one thousand three hundred and
seventy-four 76/ 100 dollars in currency and two hundred and eighty-eight 75/100 dollars in coin, being in full of all my claims against ham as such Executor to date, including
my interest, which I have quit claimed tit in t he house & lot in Washjngton belonging to
said estate." Copy, DLC-USG, IB.
On Nov. 6, Governor John A. Cantpbell of Wyoming Territory, Cheyenne, teleg raphed to USG. "Mrs General Rawlins died here this morning at half past four o'clock,"
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Telegram received, ibid. On Dec. s 1, Luckey wrote to Campbell. ''The President directs
me to enclose you his check for $524 oo/too, the amount of the bills for Mrs. Rawlins' funeral, and convey to you many thanks for your kindness in the maner. He will be very much
obliged to you if you will pay the hills and forward the receipts to me.• Copy, ibid., Il, 2.
Sarah A. Hurlburt was the mother and heir of John A. Rawlins's widow. On Feb. 6,
1876, a presidential secretary wrote to Smith. "Your letter of the sd is duly received, I
spoke to the President relative to your proposed offer to Mrs Hurlbw·t and he will be
satisfied with it. He wishes to be as liberal with Mrs. H. as he can and be just to the children of course. I send you as you requested a list of the accounts, amounting to $324. paid
by Gove.nor Campbell of Wyoming Territory which the President refunded to him. You
will recall my explaini11g the other day when you were over here, that Mrs Hurlburt would
be entitled to three items as Mrs Rawlins heir. The 1/• interest in the Brooklyn property
after deducting the mortgage and the $2.600 00 paid by the children as difference between that and the Danbury property, 1/. interest in the rent of the house here from Jan. I .
which time a final settle.ment was made to Feb. Io. the date of the purchase of Mrs Rawlins interest in the property, which at $7 5. pr. month amounts to $26, and also ¼ share of
the interest of the fund from July. 1st to the time of Mrs. Rawlins death, four months,
which 1 have reckoned upon as the full amount of the fund before a portion W'dS sold to
purchase her interest in the Washington House, and as she claimed after the payment
of the interest last July should be allowed, making. $211.75, allowing 10% premium on
the coin, and also an item of $114, 75. the difference due upon the July interest to make
Mrs. Rawlins share the same as though the $.'l,000. in bonds had not been sold, from the
fund. These three amounts make $261.60 to Mrs Hurlburts credit and should be added
to whatever may be her interest in the Brooklyn house, less the $.'l24. paid for the bills in
Wyoroing Territory. The President suggested that the Brooklyn property be appraised &
the settlement made with M rs H. upon that basis. Should she prefer to accept a thousand
dollars in fuJl, as suggested by your letter; than to make the appraisement he has no objection, but he wjshesMrs. Hurlburtthoroughly satisfied. List of bills paid by Gov. Campbell, Converse & Warren Coffin materials preserve remains & anendance $1.'l4.75
Dr M. C. Barkwell Medical services $90.00. Union Pacific Railroad House Board &
Medicine teleg•ram &c. 70.25. Expenses transmitting remains from Cheyenne to Chicago. 29.00. $.'!24.00." Copy, ibid. On Feb. 19, Luckey wrote to Smitl1. "[ send you a d'raft
for $246.58 the balance to make the amount of your account for last year. The President
will be perfectly satisfied with the arrangement you speak of for Mrs Hurlburt-which,
as I understand it is to give her a thousand dollars, and 11ot charge the expeuses paid
Gov. Campbell to her, that is- give her $1.000. clear when the deeds are~'igned. I am waiting for the other papers which you said Judge Booth would send. Waiting for them 1 have
not yet had the President execute the deed send as I understood the petition came for
it.~Copy, ibid. On May I and 4, Lu.ckey wrote to Smith, New York City. "The deed came
to hand this morning. I wrote you yesterday and if you approve, the President will sell
bonds enough to pay off the indebtedness on the property and Mrs. Hurlburt's $1000.
at the same time. Has this deed been recorded?~ "Your letter of yesterday was duly received this morning. I have spoken to the President about what you write, and he says he
thinks that any letter of Genl. Rawlins should be given to James, As to any articles of
furniture like piano, under the most favorable construction only a one fourth interest
could belong to the widow, or now to Mrs. Hurlburt, and if any objection is made to letting the children have any such furniture, to pay Mrs. Hurlburt interest." Copies, ibid. On
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May 5 I, Luckey again wrote to Smith. ''The President directs me to forward you the enclosed draft on the Asst. Treasurer in New York for $5.500 00 (five thousand, five hundred
dollars) with which to take up the Mortgage of $4.500.00 on the Broo\<lyn house & pay
the $1.000. to Mrs. Hurlburt for her quit claim deed for her interest in the same property
es Mrs. Rawlin's heir. I enclose a receipt for Mr s. Hurlburts signature for $1.524, being
for the $1.000. in settlement & the $524'. for the money advanced by the President for
Mrs Rawlins funeral expenses which return to me with the quit claim deed she will execute, & the release of the Mortgage. You wrote me that you had paid the interest on the
Mortgage up to the first part of this month, so the small amount that will be due up to this
time, you please pay & put in your account. The President sold $4'.600. of the Rawlins
bonds at 125. realizing $5.658-of which amount l enclose you $5.500. to-day. P lease let
me hear from you upon receipt of the drait that l may know it has reached you safely . .."
Copy, ibid.

To Roscoe Conkling
lf7ashington D. C. June 19th 1873.
M Y DEAR SENATOR:

I have anticipated a very pleasant visit to, and through, the
"John Brown Tract" 1 this Summer, but fear now that I shall not be
able to make the trip. If you have made no arrangements please do
not do so until I see you. I fear I will not be able to go.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Conkling & Miss Bessie, in which
Mrs. Grant & Nellie would join me if they had the chance.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

HoN. RoscoE C oNKLING U.S. S.
ALS, DLC-Roscoe Conkling. On June 26, 1875, U.S. Senat or Roscoe Conkling ofN. Y,,
Utica, wrote to USG, Long Branch. "Your letter of the 19th Inst. surprised me. I really
wanted you to go into the Woods for the enjoyn1ent and health I thought you would find
there. T he arrangements as far as any have been made are of no consequence whatever.
Perhaps you may find time hereafter to go: if so everything shall be done to render yoa
comfort,ible. You are all well I hope. Mrs Conkling and Bessie send kindest regards to you
all, in which !join." ,t\LS, USG s.
I. A large area in the Adirondacks of N. Y. once owned by John Brown of R. l., an
eighteenth-century entrepreneur. See Henry A. L. Brown and Richard J. Walton, Joltn
Brown'.1 Tract: Lo$t Adirnndack Empire (Cana;111, N. H., 1988).
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To Hamilton Fish
Long Branch, N . .J.
June 28th /7 S

unofficial
DEAR GOVERNOR:

Enclosed I send you letters just received from Mr. Borie 1 &
Mr. John Wels~ 2 of Phila I suppose it will be necessary for me to
prepare a few words to say on t he occasion of issuing proc.3 but I
do not know exactly what to say. I believe the law authorizes an invitation to all the world to join in the exposition, and if so probably
the fact should there be stated, jf it is not fully set forth in the
proclamation. Will you be kind enough to inform me.on this. point,
and to make such suggestions as you have to make? May I expect
you to be with me in Phila on the 4th? I shall not go until the morning of the 4th
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
HoN. HAMILTON

F1sH, SEc.

oF STATE.

P. S. If I should not see you on the 4th I would be glad to do so some
time the latter part of next week either here or in New York City.
ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On June 29, I 873, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish wrote to
USG, Covington, Ky. "Gen! Vincent has handed me your letters of yesterday-I regret
the necessity, which caHs you to Covington. Mr Robeson is still absent. I have telegraphed
to ascertain where he is, & whether I can meet him. I will arrange with him that either he
or I be at Philadelphia on the Fourth-it will be very inconvenient to me, but I will be there
ifhe cannot. I have cnde~vored to make all the necessary arrangements to meet tlie wishes
of the Centennial Commissioners and believe t hat all is arranged to their entire satisfaction. The Act of Congress does not authorize an invitation to other Governments. I have
prepared, & this morning have Corrected the proof of the note, which in conformity with
t he terms of the Act of Congress, is to be addressed to the 'RepresentativCll' of Foreign
Powers. It goes as near to giving an invitatirm, without actually doing so, as I could tuake
it. It will be issued & be delivered to the several Legations on the morning of tlie fifth, &
I shall send copies (which the Act does not require) to all of our Legations abroad, The
Commissioners will, I think, have no reason to think that any thing that could have
been done, through the State Department, has been omitted. The testimony &c in the Van
Buren matter is very voluminous-we have already received nearly six hundred pages of
manuscript testimony, & it does not appear t hat it was closed when the last instalment was
sent, the report has not been received-In addition there is a large mass of Correspon-
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dence. It is being copied as fast as the force in the office can copy. Mr Van Buren will be
furnished a copy as soon as it completed. I do not think it would be adviseable for the Government to give it to the Press, if Van Buren thinks proper to do so, he will be at liberty
to do it. I agree with you that there might have been more of reticence & of patience on
the part of Mr Jay, but I think that Gen. Van Buren charges him, and McElrath somewhat
unjustly. There is certainly a good deal in the tes-timony, very damagi.ng, & tbe testimony
of the parties whose exparte affidavits are submitted now, left a very different impression
from that which might be inferred fi-orrt their affidavits. It would appear also from the
record & testimony forwarded that the investigation has not been quite so secret as Gen]
Van Buren's letters would imply. Jay may not have been as wise in managing the business
as some men would have been, but I doubt if he has been as partial, or vindictive as Van
Buren's impulsive & violent clenunciation would lead one to believe. It will require some
days before the whole of the papers can be copied. It will be furnished V. B. or his friends
as soon as copied. On hearing of your return to Long Branch, after the 4th I will either
wait upon you there, or meet you in NewYork as you shall direct. I understand the Philadelphia Ceremonies are to be attended with a 'Banquet' & of course jollification~ ALS
(press), ii)id. See next letter,
L On June 27, Adolph E. Borie, Philadelphia, wrote to USG, Long Branch. '" I cannot decline forwarding enclosed from our friend and most devoted fellow citizen and excellent man 'John Welsh', nor to concur fully with him, in its purport. I know that you dont
like to make a speech but also as well that you can express strong ideas in a l~w strong
words, as well, at leasr as any one else and as this is a remarl:lable occasion and can·t occur
again for one hundred years I hope that you will gratify us all in that way I'm most glad
to see that you have recovered from your indisposition. 'Sallie' says she had a lovely time
With best regards to Mrs Grant and all your household ... When you do come on for 4th
July will you not 'put up' at your old hostelry? We bave plenty room either in town or
country" ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish.
2. John Welsh, Philadelphia businessman and philanthropist, managed finances for
the Centennial Exhibition.
3. See Proclamation, July 3, 1873.

To H amilton Fish
Long Branch, N. J.
June 28th /73
D EAR GOVERNOR:

I send you by mail copy ofletter from Gen. Van Buren to C. N.
Jordan, 1 one of a committee of friends of V. B. who have j ust called
on me. I would suggest that either in a formal or informal way
copies of all the charges that have been made against Van Buren be
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given to these friends of his, and that the press be permitted to have
copies ofthem.-Assuming that Van Buren's statement to the effect
that the investigation into the conduct of the Vienna Commissioners was held in secret, the charges and evidence withheld from the
parties affected, &c. to be true, it seems to me they have much justly
to complain of.-Although responsible myself for the Commission
I confess to a prejudice against McElrath,2 and an entire want of
confidence in the judgement and discrition of Mr. Jay. I do not believe that our country would have been so scandalized before the
world, nor would we have got into such a complication if Mr. Jay's
place had been filled by a man of tact and discretion.
Would it not be well to furnish all the charges and testimony to
the friends of Van Buren? He certainly should be allowed to defend
himself the best he can against charges that are disgracing him before his countrymen and the world.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT

HoN. H AMILTON

F1sH SEC. OF STATE.

ALS. DLC-Hamilton Fish. A New York City lawyer and politic1an, Thomas B. Van Buren
served as N. Y. paymast er gen. and col., 102nd N. Y., and was later appointed bvt. brig.
ge11. On June 10, 1872, USG nominated Van Buren as U.S. commissioner to the 1873 international exposition at Vienna, an unpaid position created by legislation signed the
same day. See letter to Hamilton Fish, May 29, 1873; New %rk Hemld, Oct. 3, 18, Nov.
20, 23, 1872; US. Statutes at Large, XVII, 389. On Nov. 7, 1872, Van Buren, New York
City, wrote to congratulate USG on his reelection. ALS, USG 3.
On Sept. 17, Secretary ofState Hamilton F ish had written to Van Buren. •· Pn·vate . ..
l enclose a letter from Senator Cameron r ecommending Mr Thomas Beaver as one of the
Commission to the Vienna Exposition-I have written to him saying that only one Commissioner is appointed, & t hat he nominates his Assistants &c- l have also alluded to the
want of appropriation- Possibly you may think it well to write to the Senator & may thus
interest him 'in behalf of an appropriation- I directed, last week, an allowance of one
thousand dollars, from the Contingent Expenses of Foreign intercourse, for your officer wish that I could make it more- but the limited appropriation will not allow it- " ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
On Feb. 141 1873, Congress authoriz.ed USG to appoint fifteen paid commissioners
and appropriated $.200,000 for expenses at the Vienna exposition. U.S. Statutes at Large,
XVII, 6:n-ss. On March 6, Van Buren telegraphed to USG. ~I have a telegram from our
commissioner at Vienna that he cannot go on with the work of preparation without money
or credit. I have not received a dollar of the appropriation and all work here also must
cease" Telegram received, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
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On April I l and 28, Fish wrote in his diary."( also read Jays Cable despatch received
through Stevens of London, on the 8th inst. stating that Myer had arrived and informed
Jay that Van Buren and himself claim eq ual rig.h t with Schwarz to tax Restaurants &c for
Commission expenses, Schools, Club House. Said each took five hundred from Hitzel.
Quarrels, scandal threatened, respecdhlly recommend immediate appointment Special
Commission with full powers over whole Commission to examine report and temporarily
suspend. The President authorizes the appointment of Jay and Thos. McElrath as special
Commission to examine and report and temporarily to suspend any persons appointed
prior to 20th March." "J. W. Wright calls at the instance of Senator Pratt in relation to
the recent irregularities in the Commission to Vienna. His son was an applicant for a position as Assistant Commissioner, but General Van Buren told him he could not give an
appointment to (ndiana as Niblack and Holman opposed the Appropriation Bill. He then
labored with Holman and Niblack; and Holman agreed to absent himself and Niblack to
support the Bill. He says without this action of these gentlemen the Bill would have been
defeated. The Bill passed and the next day Wright was accosted. (in Washington) by a
young man who asked him to subscribe $1000-Wright looked him steadily in the eye.
asked Jijm what for and was told for the Vienna fund; he refused and re-iterated his refusal in a still more forcible manner on being told that he was able to pay it. The next day
Van Buren told him that there was so much of party in the matter that his son could not
be appointed, to which Wright answered that he might have stated that before. He has no
proof of connection between Van Buren and the young roan but the fact that the ne;ict day
after meeting the latter Van Buren refused an appointment for his son, and he has often
seen the young man about Willards and frequently with Van Buren. He promises to try
and discover the young man's name and to communicate the result." DLC-Hamilton Fish.
On April 14, Joh11 Jay, U.S. minister, Vienna, and Thomas McElrath held their first meeting to investigate corruption charges. D, DLC-J. C. Bancroft. Davis. On April 18, Van
Buren, Vienna, wrote to USG. "When I reluctantly accepted the position of Commissioner to Vienna, conferred upon me, without solicitation by the President and Senate, I
<lid so with the belief that I was undertaking a difficult and laborious duty, involving a
thorough devotion, of all fl'l1 the time and Energy I possessed: but, r felt perfectly assured
that my exertions would, at all times, meet t he sympathy and support of the Government;
and that, if my efforts were crowned with success, I should receive its warm approval and
that of the People. The adverse circumstances under which I labored-the early absence
ofinformation-the want of an appropriation by Congress-the opposition ofthe Patent
interests, the immense amount of information gathere[d] by me from all sources and scattered throughofut] the Country-the addresses I have made-the vast number ofletters
I have written and receiv(edJ-the securing of Eight Hundred Exhibitors und[er) these
conditions, and shipping their consignments in good order to Vienna (while but two Hundred & Forty Five contributed to the Ei.po~ition at Paris}-and the accomplishment of
thls work within the spae_(e] of nine months-will testify as to whether [I] have performed my duty, and whether my labors have, thus far, been successful r have now come
to Vienna to contin[ue] my efforts to make the American Department of the Exhibition
3 credit to our country-but I am met by a telegram which degrades me from my position, as head of the commission which insults my manhood- which imputt[s] to me, imbecility or crime-and which, if it ls to be )jterally carried out and sustaine[d] will, of
course, force me to resign or make me the slave of a commission, unrecognized by the
law, under which l was appointed one ofthe members of which is an assistant commissioner
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appointed by ME under your authority. The telegram to which I refer reads as follows.
'JAY M1N1STER-V1ENNA. By order of the President, you and Thomas McElrath are appointed a special commission, with power to supervize the whole commissio11 to T'imna. You
will examine a11d report fully and are authorized to suspend (temporarily) any person
or perso11s appoi11ted prior to twimtieth March last, report ing the facts and the grounds of
suspension- You will deliver a copy of this telegram to General Van Buren. F1sHW AsRJNGTON' . . ." ALS, D NA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On April 2s. Fish
telegraphed to USG, St. Louis. "Jay telegraphs from Vienna that after eight sessions and
hearing of Van Buren and Mayer, he and McElrath regard charges as to Hitzel proved.
They recommend suspension of Van Buren and all commissioners appointed by him under the Act of J une 10th seventy two, and the appointment of a temporary commission
and name as present in Vienna Le Grand Cannon, Theodore Roosevelt, Charles F. Spang
and as soon to come there Jackson Schultz, William H. Aspinwall, Samuel G. Ward,
William T. Blodgett, and James Renwick. They advise empowering this temporary Commission to restore such suspended members as they approve, and to represent the United
States at the opening ceremonies, which take place on first of May. I regard the case as
calling for some action in the direction indfoated by M r Jay and McElratb." Copy, ibid...,
DQn1estic Letters. On Apr il 24, Orville E. Babcock, Wentzville, Mo., telegraphed to Fish.
" Telegram about Vienna Commissioner received. Your recommendation for change is approved, by direction of the President." Telegram received, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters.
On April 26, Van Buren wrote at length to USG. "I can scarcely believe that it is your hand
that has stricken me down,-that it is by your order I am degraded from the position Conferred upon me without solicitation on my part and the duties of which I so reluctantly
assumcd,-thatyou have destroyed my character and overwhelmed my family with mortification and shame.. . ." ALS, ibid. Printed in New 1ork Times, May 16, 1875.
On July S, 1872, Horace Porter had written to Van Buren. "The President requests
that in the appointment of .Assistant Commissioners to the Vienna Exposition, you will
designate as one of them Dr. A. Ruppaner whose address is t he 5th Ave: hotel, New York.
He is represented as a man of scientific attainments and his appointment may be a benefit
to the Commission, & will oblige a number of influential friends." Copy, OLC- USG, II, I.
On April SO, 1875, Anthohy Ruppaner, Vienna, wrote to Thomas Nast. ". .. Use all
influence with the President & Gen. chipman to have me re-ins-tated at once. No one finds
fault with me, nor does an iota rest upon me, but Mr. Jay says in order to make the fall
easier of the guilty one, all had to fall. What a terrible wickedness to sacr ifice I I innocent
men (& compromise the American name here so seriously) for the purpose that Jay might
carry out his spite against Van Buren & put Le Grand Cannon in his place. I demanded
positively to be placed before the special commission (I had not yet assumed duty, for 1
was to report Monday 28th) & on Friday upon my arrival received the notificarion of the
suspension, & was examined yesterday. Of course I had nothing to say, for [ know nothin g
of the management of the Office at all. They declared (Jay & McElrath ) that not a.n iota of
accusation or proof or fault existed against me! T hen re-instate rne, replied I, & if you
will not do it in a short time, then I shall start for Washington at once. And that r will do
unless you will help me directly through your influence by the President ... ." ALS, D NA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. 011 June J 4, Ruppaner, Vienna, w,·otc
t o USG. "Two weeks ago you will remember, I left Washington by your kind efforts, to
return to Vienna to be reinstated at your request as Assistant Commissioner. I presented
the letter addressed to me by Hon. Mr. Davis, Assist. Sccrty. of State & which you your-
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self saw when we met at Willard's or near there, to day to Mr. Schultz, but he refused to
reinstate me, asserting that the order was not de.finite e11ough. . •. Your Excellency, please
restore to me my good name by restoring rue to my position. This can be done by Telegraph else I have to wait here at great ex(pe]nse & in suspense too who knows how long.
Never will I forget your kindness of which I have already had proof, if you will give my
case the anentlon it needs:· ALS, ibid., Miscellaneous Leners. On July 5, USG endorsed
this letter. "Respectfully r efered to the sec. of state. It does seem that Dr. R. might be acoomodated by restoration for the purpose of resigning; and t.hat the same privilege should
be given to all other Asst. Comr who were suspended without charges." AES, ibid. On
July I), Fish, Garrison, N. Y., wrote to USG. "I learn from Mr Schultz at Vienna that
Dr Ruppaner bas been reinstated as an A..5sistant Commissioner, and bas resigned. A
letter from Mr Winthrop expresses the hope that you will attend the meeting of the
Peabody Trustees in Newyork on Wednesday next. Will you be able to do so?" ALS
(press), DLC-Hamilton Fish. For Ruppaner 's report on medicine and surgery at Vienna,
see HED, 44- l • 196, II.
On May 1, William Mayer, Vienna, wrote to USG. KAfter earnestly and devotedly laboring for your reelection,-after nine months o( continued arduous and unselfish work.
at t he sacrifice of my own personal interest, to enablc the people of the United States to
participate in the Worlds Exhibition, I am transfered to this City, to find myself disgraced
by the work of foul slander and miserable intrigue.-! can hardly believe that you Sir,
who have been slandered in a way not unsimilar to this Commission, that you would lend
your hand, to disgrace-not the Commission-but our whole Country, the Government,
of which you a.re the Head.-1 can hardly believe that by your order a secret and unconstitutional Tribunal has been created, more like the spanish inquisition of bygone centuries, than like a representation of the highest authority of a free republic,~calling
witnesses and telling them what they should state., in order that the object of the inquisition should be accomplished.-ln this Capital, there is but one opinion about this transaction, it is: 'that the Government, the entire american nation have been dishonored, by
the action of the ma11, who more than anyone else should endeavor to well represent them,
by the Hon. John Jay, the Min ister Plenipotentiary of the great republic.-Upon my arrival in Europe, Mr Alexander Mayer, an american citizen residing here, informed me,
that Mr Jay had declared long ago, 'that he wanted no "dutchman" on the Commission, and
that already as long as six months ago,' Mr A. E. Buck who styles himself Secretary or
Counselor of the Legation has said, that Mr Jay doubted very much if General Van Buren
or myself would ever come here.-The last named Secretary of Mr Jay, has been connected with private Enterprizes here, to provide lodgings for foreigners visitin.g the Exposition, and also to receive advertisements for the fence surrounding it-when his Circulars were handed to me in NewYork, I endeavored to d.i stribute them, and for doing
this, I learn that the very gentleman has in return distributed calumnious reports against
me, with a view of breaking me-and if possible to become a member of the Commission
himself. -With what spirit Mr Jay can pr~fer charges against the Commission, for receiving money in the way of subscription or loan is incomprehensible, inasmuch as he
himself su.ggested this i.n his Jetter to General VanBuren dated August 6th 1872.-lt is
true that in the same letter he says, that the Commissioners should either be Million airs,
or well paid by the Government, and in accordance with this last view, the Commission
must have displeased him, its members being neither millionairs, nor weU paid.-The
great republic could well afford to permit her Citizens to work for nine months for the
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benefit of the people, to permit them to advance the money for the very material used in
the work, and after having well performed their laborious duties, (to gratify the nepotism
and Know-nothingism of an aristocratic minister) these very men, who have thus worked
for the public benefit, are suspended and held out to shame and disgrace, while others,
who have done nothing, but who possess the unexceptionable qualification of'wealtb,' are
put in their place, 1o reap the honors of the occasion, to gather the fruit of our labor, done
from morning until late at night, because we had the misfortune of not being millionairs, some of us are even so impertinent as to be 'dutchrnen,' nay more, a fearful disgrace
to the republic, some members of the Commission are Even 'Jews'!- Mr President turn
to the ages of darkness and you will find no greater outrage in history, than the one just
perpetrated upon free Citizens of the United States, and Committed in your name, but I
hope and trust without your knowledge...." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application
and Recommendation.
On May 3, Daniel D. Smith et a.l., Englewood, N. J., petitioned USG. ''The undersi'gned residents of Bergen County, New Jersey, venture to address you in reference to the
suspension of General Thomas B. Van Buren from his position as United States commissi'oner to the Vienna Exhibition. We should have done so at an earlier day if you had not
been absent from Washington...." DS {17 signatures), ibid. On May 6, W.R. Vermilye
et al., Englewood, petitioned USG on the same subject. DS (s5 signatures), ibid. On
May JO, USG suspended Van Buren. On May 19, Fisb wrote in his diary. "I call upon the
President and find General Eaton there who asks as to the correctnes~ of the rumours respecting Van Buren which leads to a pretty free conversatiom, on the subject, in the course
of which an Article in the Republican of this morning is referred to and the President expresses surprise at some of its statements and said he supposed t hat I must have furnished
the information on which it was written. I tell him the Article is wholly unauthorized, and
in many respects inaccurate, and that I had written a letter to the editor remonstrating
against such unauthori1,ed Articles, and have the letter with me read it to him and he cordially approves." DLC-Hamilton Fish. T wo clippings are ibid. On June 10, Smith, New
York City, Wrote to USG, Long Branch. "It fa now about one year since Gen! Van Buren
consented to accept the office of Commissioner General to the Exposit.ion at Vienna. His
friends know that he has labored as faithfully and zealoosly as ever man labored to deserve
well of his country. The fruits of his labors are, today, reflecting honor upon it at Vienna.
For nine months after he began his labors, no appropriation was made by Congress to defray the expenses of his Commission. Whatever they were up to that time, it is understood
he provided for them himself. 1 do not know that they have been repaid. In his affidavit
made in Vienna at the end of April ( 1873) he affirms that the only money he had received
up to the time of his suspension from Office was $1,000-on a/c of Salary on the day he
sailed for Europe {14 March) That was about enough to pay the passages of himself and
family to Vienna.-Before leaving, he sold out his horses, carriages, farm stock, implements &cat a greatsacrifice.at auction, and his residence now remains unoccupied. He also
made other sacrifices in order to raise money to defray his family expenses while abroad.
To sum up:-for a years faithful services to his country, he has rec.eived, insult and degredation to himself and family,- has seen his past life of integrity disregarded,-has been
robbed of the honors that were justly his due-has his present hours filled with
mortification & humiliation, and his future blasted, unless, indeed, the Govt should resolve
to do him justice. Was an honorable citizen ever before so treated by his owo Govt?
Mr. Jay. however, is probably satisfied. He is revenged for a speech made by General Van
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Buren some years ago when he (Jay.) was a candidate for President of the Union League
Club of this City." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. See New 'lotk Times,
May 2'l, so, June 11 , 187S; Nevins, Fish, pp. 646- ,4,9.
Ou Feb. 28, Van Buren, New York City, had written to USG. "l respectfully request
the appointment of Mr Jackson S. Schultz of this City as an Honorary Commissioner.
Mr Schultz is too well and favorably known to need recommendations. He has been actfag as Chairman of advisory Committee on Group C. Leather Industry and visits Vienna
to report upon that industry." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Jackson S. Schultz replaced Van Buren as chief c-0mmissioner.
On May 26, 1872, Hiram Garretson, Cleveland, had written to U.S. Senator John
Sherman of Ohio asking to be a commissioner at Vienna. ALS, ibid. On June l, David K.
Cartter, Cleveland, wrote to USG recommending "H. Garrison" as commissioner. ALS,
ibid. On June 20, J87S, Fish wrote in his diary after meeting with USG. "I also read him
Mr. Jackson Schultz' letter dated Vienna, 27 May, assigning reasons against the restoration of Dr. Ruppaner and making suggestions with respect to the expenses of the Commission; also a telegram from Mr. Jay recommending the appointment ofMr. Hiram Garretson to succeed Mr. Schultz when his resignation shall take effect, which had intimated
would be about the 5th of July. The President authorized the appointment, to t ake effect
in the event and at the date of Mr. Schultz' resignation." DLC-lfamiJton fish. On the same
day, Fish wrote to Babcock. "You will oblige me by obtaining the President's signature to
j'vlr. Garretson's Commission, transmitted herewith, and returning the same to me by
bearer. It is important that the Press be not advised of this appointment at present." Copy,
DNA, RG 59, Domestic Letters. On June 25, Albert J. Starr, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.,
wrote to USG. ul saw in the Sunday Herald of 'l2d a paragraph in respect to the Appointment of a Chief Commissioner of the United States at Vienna of a Mr H Garretson of
Cleaveland now he may be a proper & good man for the Situation but I know of a most
excellent & efficient man a Vermonter from Burlington now a Commissioner in Vienna
whose name is Gardner Blodgct and was a. Commissary in the army a.nd Stationed at
Annapolis and other points near Washington during the Rebellion if you wish to put a
good man in the place you cannot do better than give him the appointmt and I refer you
to General Thomas, whose particular friend he was all through the War; of which you
bore the most prominent part through it all please ask him before you mak the appointmt . . ." ALS, ibid., Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Sept. 8, Garretson, Vienna, wrote to Fish.". .. The 'Exposition' closes October 29th after which nothing remains to be done, but the delivery of the Articles on Exhibition that are sold here,
to the owners or their Agents, and to reship to the United States t he Articles not disposed
of in that way. For this final work a full commission will not be necessary, and, as my engagements will render such action necessary, I shall ask the President to relieve me by
that date, .. ." LS, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters. For Garretson's report as chief commissioner, see RED, 44-1-196, t
On Nov. 10, Van Buren, New York City, wrote to USG. '' Personal ... I hope and believe you will pardon another Effort on the pa.rt of one, whose character & reputation is
his life, to obtain from you some recognition of his truth and worth. I know how thoroughly your time is now occupied and how important are the duties that press upon you:
but your kindness and cordiality at our late personal interview Embolden rue. to believe
that you will give to this appeal a few moments consideration. Of one thing (you will pardon me for saying,) I think you most be pretty well satisfied; and that is-that I have been
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made the Victim ofthe jealousy, intrigue and love of notoriety ofJohn Jay. Following your
advice I am preparing a Statement to be forwarded to the Department of State to be
placed on the record with the so called 'Evidence' and report of Mess Jay and McElrath. I
have served the Government as faithfully, 1.ealously and conscientiously as I knew how.notwithstanding I have been removed from my position before the world and the removal
has been accompanied with so much publicity and abuse, as to condemn me wherever I am
not personally known, as a corrupt and unworthy man. I have suffered and am suffering
from this every moment of my life: and this suffering is intensified by the knowledge that
my family are so sorely oppressed by the affliction, When the blow first fell upon me I was
completely unnerved by Excitement and Sorrow. Surely I am not to be held accountable
for want of caution and wisdom under the circumstances-That I always kept my abiding faith in you is certainly apparent: and now I come to ask you, once more, to restore
me to the place I occupied before I accepted the position of Commissioner. The Country
has had the benefit ofmy toil and devotion.- ! may lose that, but I must not lose my good
name. Mr Fish says the Government has never made any charges 'affecting my integrity
or that accuse me of improper conduct' Of what I have been guilty I am yet in ignorance,
but I do know, I have been terribly disgraced. Mr Fish asked me what the Government
could do. I declined to r espond for I thought it did not become me to dictate any particular thing to be done; but Mr President, if you could hear the Expressions of opinion held
by the masses of community, and which I daiJy hear, as to John Jay, I do believe you would
not hesitate as to one step. You would remove him from the position he disgraces,- for
which he i.s utterly unfitted by disposition, by opinions, by sentiments inimical to our
democratic institutions and society, by practices, by misuse of his position to gratify personal malice or ambition and by want of diplomatic skill and capacity. Could he be removed and I be nominated in his place, you will Excuse me for saying, that the action
would be a piece of poetic justice, which would meet the enthusiastic approval of the nation and be generally applauded by the world. This has been suggested to me by so many
hundreds of people that I know it i s ~ widely thought of and wished for. Believe me,
I do not care for the place! but Ohl if for twenty four hours, such supreme satisfaction
could come to me as bearing the title of US. Minister to Austria, under the circumstances,
and I could bear the good news to my family, I could forever bless your name and turn my
back upon all official position for the balance of my life... . You are now preparing your
annual message, and I suppose the Exhibition at Vienna will receive some notice in that
document. Will you not in that connection say some kindly word of me? Is it not proper
that in that record I shall receive an Endorsement. You said you gave me certain advice as
a :fn·end'- which I have acted upon in the spirit it was given. And now, you see, I come to
you with the sincerest belief in your friendship and lay before you the secret desires of my
soul. I write this to you as a perso11al and 'CoNFJDENTlAL letter, and trust there can be no
impropriety in so doing- If you can not·so consider it, have the kindness to return it to
me. If you desireto see me I will call upon you at any moment-...u ALS, DLC-USG, IB.
See Fish diary, Oct. 28, ~9, 1873, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Jan. 19, 1874, USG nominated
Van Buren as consul, Kanagawa.

New York City hanker.
Born iTI 1807, Thomas McElrath worked as a New York City printer and lawyer
until 1841, when he became a partner of Horace Greeley in the New rork Tribune. See
PUSG, 19,459.
l. Probably Conrad N. Jordan, a
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To Adolph E. Borie
Long Branch, N. J.
June 28th /73
MY DEAR

MR. BoRIE:

Your favor enclosing a letter addressed by Mr. John Welsh to
you, was received last evening. It was my intention to comply with
your, and his, request. But I am just now in receipt of a dispatch
saying that my father is sinking very rapidly and can not survive
many hours. I start hence therefore at once and will remain until after the 4th if my father should live that long, and cannot, of course,
attend the Celebration in Phila should he not live.
I have just written to Govr Fish asking him either to attend in
person to supply my place, or to deputize the Sec. of the Navy,
whose home is almost in Philadelphia, to do so.
I hope and trust the centennial will receive, on the 4th prox.
such "a go off" as will attract the attention of the Nation to it, and
awaken a determination on the part of the people to make it a grand
s uccess. Also that foreign Nations may have awaken ed in them a
spirit of honorable rivalry with our young republic in the~. Set~ & Meeheftie 8lttH exposition three years hence.
Yours Truly

u. s. GR.t\NT

ALS, PHi. See letter to Hamilton Fish, June 28, 1875; letter to Adolph E. Boric, July 3,
1873. On June 21, 1875, USG, Philadelphia, had telegraphed to Julia Dent Grant, Long
Branch. usend carriage to depot at ten" Telegram received, USG 5.

Proclamation
Whereas, by the Act of Congress approved March S, 187 1, providing for a National Celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Independence of the United States, by the holding of an
International Exhibition of Arts, Manufactures and Products of the
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Soil and Mine in the City of Philadelphia, in the year Eighteen hundred and seventy-six, it is provided as follows;"That whenever the President shall be informed by the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania that provision has been made for
the erection of suitable buildings for the purpose, and for the exclusive control by the Commission herein provided for of the proposed exhibition, the President shall, through the Department of
State, make proclamation of the same, setting forth the time at
which the exhibition will open and the place at which it will be held;
and he shall communicate to the diplomatic representatives of all
nations copies of the same, together with such regulations as may
be adopted by the Commissioners, for publication in their respective countries:"
And whereas, His Excellency the Governor of the said State of
Pennyslvania did on the twenty-fourth day of June, 1873, inform
me that provision has been made for the erection of said buildings
and for the exclusive control by the Commission provided for in said
Act of the proposed exhibition: 1
And whereas, the President of the United States Centennial
Commission has officially informed me of the dates fixed for the
opening and closing of the said exhibition and the place at which it
is to be held: 2
Now, therefore, be it known, that l. Ulysses S. Grant, President
of the United States, in conformity with the provisions of the Act of
Congress aforesaid, do hereby declare and proclaim that there will
be held at the City of Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania an
International Exhibition of Arts, Manufactures and Products of the
Soil and Mine, to be opened on the Nineteenth day of April, A. D.
Eighteen hundred and seventy six and to be closed on t he Nineteenth day of October in the same year.
And, in the interest of peace, civilization and domestic and international friendship and intercourse, I commend the celebration
and exhibition to the people of the United States; and in behalf of
this government and people I cordially commend them to all nations
who may be pleased to take part therein.
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In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington this Third day of July one
thousahd eight hundred and seventy-three and of the Independence
of the United States the Ninety-seventh.
U.S. GRANT
OS, DNA, RG 130, Presidential Proclamations. Foreign Relations, 187,1, pp. 28-29; SED,
48-1-80, 321-22. See Hamilton Fish diary, June 20, 1875, DLC-Hamilton Fish. 011
June 11, 1878, Joseph R. Haw1ey, president, Centennial Commission, John Welsh, president, Centennial Board of Finance, a,nd Morton McMichael, president, Fairmount 'Park
Commission, Philadelphia, telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock. "Arrangements are being
Made for imposing and interesting ceremonies here July fourth. Fairmount Park will be
offered & accepted as the site for the international exhibition of seventy six the governor of Pennsylvania will soon assure the. President in accordance with the chal'ter of the
centennial commission that provision has been made for suitable buildings and their control by the commission. The president will then be authorized by the law to make proclamation of the facts with the time of opening & dosing for the benefit of all Nations.
Earnestly entreat the president to come here and issue said proclamation as part of the
e!teCI eises exercises on the fourth Several Governors of States will he here we regard
the affair as of National importance. lf the pres't can accept now we shall be delighted to
announce it. Ifhe hesitates beg him to he.ar us before declining" Telegram received, DLCUSG, TB. On June 25, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish wrote to USG, Long Branch. "I
send herewith the Proclamation which it is proposed to issue respecting the Centennial
Exhibition-It is understood that a handsomely engrossed copy will be furnished to be
produced and read at the ceremonies on 4th July-As I propose leaving here on Monday
Evening I will thank you if you will sign and return the Warrant & the Proclamation so
that the seal and my signature may be affixed before my departure-" ALS (press), DLCHamiJtoo Fish. On July 4, Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson presented the
proclamation in Philadelphia on behalf of USG. SED, 45-1-50, 522. See PUSG, 21,827;
letter to Hamilton Fish, June 28, 1873: James D. McCabe, The Ill11strated History of thf
Centennial Exhibition, ... (Philadelphia, 1876), pp. 176-85.
t. On June 24, Governor John F. Harcranft of Pa. wrote to USG conveying this information. LS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
2. On June 20, Hawley wrote to USG. "The undersigned has the honor to report to
the President, in order that it may he officially announced in such proclamation as he
may be pleased to issue under the provisions of section 8 of the Act of Congress, approved
March 3, 187 1, relating to the International Exhibition to be held at Philadelphia in 1876,
that it was decided by the United States Centennial Commission at a meeting held on the
24th of May, 1872, that the exhibition shall be opened on the 19th of April, I 876, and
closed on the 19th of October, 1876. The undersigned has also the honor to transmit, for
the infom1ation of foreign governments, a copy ofthe General Regulations adopted by the
Commission on the 24th of May, 1872." New York Tribune, J uly S, 1875. See also HNID,
4!&!-:!-99, 205-6; SED, 43- 1- 50, 21-101.
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To Adolph E. Borie·
[Long Branch, July S, 1873)
I have just returned I from Covington, Ky. after seeing my father
deposited in his last resting place. For some time he has rather
courted death, feeling that at his age recovery was impossible. He
expressed himself to friends, for several weeks before his death, as
entirely resigned, and did not hope for, or wish, strength to hold out
longer, saying that he had reached a ripe old age without pain or
sickness. He had been so long gradually failing that my mother and
sister,2 who were with him, had discounted his death in advance so
that they did not grieve as they would have done for me [one] who
had suddenly sickened and died or for me [one] who was not entirely
resigned to his fate ...

u. s. GRANT
Christie's Auction, April 25, 1995, no. 12. On June 29, 1875, USG's father, Jesse Root
Grant, died at Covington, Ky. USG attended the funeral on July J. See letter to Adolph E.
Borie, June 28, I !,75; Cincinnati Gazette, June SO, July 2, 1875.
On July 5, Abraham Hart, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "Permit me to tender my
condolence and Sympathy, on your recent bereavement, for the loss you have sustained, in
the death of a venerated Father, and may you honord Sir, be long spared to govern our free
and prosperous Country, in the enjoyment of health, and with the same wise and judicious
management, as under Providence, it has been your custom to administer for nearly five
years. I have been prevented from reaching Long Branch with !DY family at the usual time
this year, but hope to reach there about the 15th of July. With sentiments ofrespect.. , ."
ALS, USG s .
On July 5, Aaron F. Perry, Cincinnati, wrote to USG. ul was n ot able to join others
in personal attendance on the funeral of your father by reason of absence from the City.
My object in writing now is to express my unqualified appreciation of your tenderness towards him with reference to the little office he held; and in which it is understood he felt
some satisfaction. He deserved it at your hands. I suppose he was in his best days, for one
of his opportunities, a strong man. When his faculties waned, hls joy in your fame and his
almost childish faith in you, were the unguarded gate through which interested persons
imposed upon him. I am glad he never had occasion to think you had failed him. I suppose
his life had so far worn towards a natural end, that his departure neither shocked nor surprised you; but I also suppose it was to you a memorable and sad thing. He was true to you
and you was true to him: a mutual fidelity which must cause you satisfaction; and which I
imagine must be pleasing in the sight of God.'' ALS, ibid.
On July 8, William Hall, Elizabeth, N. J., wrote to USG. "Will you permit a comparative stranger, to express his condolence in the t rying bereavement with which it has
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pleased God, in his wise providence, to visit you at the present time. Pardon also the liberty of enclosing a little article in refation to the death of your honored father, which I had
the privilege of sending to our Daily Journal, ..." ALS, ibid. The enclosure is ibi,L
On July 11, Levi P. L1,1ckey wrote to Maurice Delfosse, Belgian minister. '"The President directs me on behalf of himself and family to conyey to you his sincere thanks for
your very kind note of sympathy of the 1st instant." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
On July 15, Johrt de la Montagnie, consul, Boulo.gne, France, wrote to USG. "personal . . • Permit me to expres~ my sympathy with you in the loss of your honored father
1only knew him by his character of purity and justice and esteemed him accordingly. The
world is the only loser when such men leave it. What might otherwise appear a liberty l
trust you will not consider such on the part of one of your inferior officers.~ ALS, USG .'l.
On Nov, 27, Montagnie, Washington, D. C., wrote to Elihu B. Washburne, Paris. ''Your
letter to Mr Luckey gave me the most cordial welcome at the White House. 1 found the
President at a moment when he was not engaged- your card when he read it gave me a
kind greeting. I felt at once the charm of the man-He asked carefully about you and your
famly and 1 was surprised to find an affable man instead of a silent one as I expected. He
said while talking about you that he was glad you had staid in Paris during the Siege while
the others ran away-you!' were not afraid to stay and rendered great service to americans there; among others I recal this expression 'Washburne is a man who shows best under difficult & trying circumstances.' He then talked about the country over the Rocky
mo\lntains as being greatly changed since I left spoke quite at length of a project to fertilize the now called desart country east of the mountains by a series oflakes (artificially
made) thus obtaining water for irrigation and canaJ purposes.-While speaking of you at
Paris during the siege I said 'his son Gratiot staid there with him'- he said lie knew
that-I could not at first understand his great frankness in talking to me a stranger but l
soon saw it was you not myself which called him out. I cannot explain to you how it was
but it appeared to me as if you had got spread out in the house. I could not have been more
kindly received in your own house by yourself and family. GeneraJ Grant has a strange
calm and st rength about him-a feeling of peace pervades where he is-funny that for a
great Soldier. T think he is the chief here because he ought to he and your discovery and
comprehension of the ma11 before he was a great general was not wonderful. The President took me in and introduced me to Mrs Grant who I found with Miss Nelly about to
go out-Of course I did not stay all day-although I was tempted to... ." ALs, DLCElihu B. Washburnc.
On Aug. 7, Luckey wrote to W. S. McNair. "Your letter of the 5th inst to the President was duly received. He desires me to say that after looking over the biographical
sketch of his father, which you sent to him, he could not find your letter & did not know
to whom to write concerning it. In regard to t he sketch he says be thinks it is perfectly
correct in all respects, though he is under the impression that his father did not return to
Penna after moving to Ohio, yet his own impressions in that matter may be wrong. He
wishes me to thank you for your kindness, & say that he does not care to have the engraving of which you speak" Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
I. On Tuesday, July I, USG, Cincinnati, telegraphed to Julia Dent Grant, Long
Branch. "Will be home Thursday morning Eleven Thirty." ALS (telegram sent), Wayde
Chrismer, Bel Air, Md.
2. Mary Grant Cramer.
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To Edward J. Sartoris
Long Branch, N . .J.
July 7th 1873,
DEAR S1R:

My daughter has shown me a letter from you to your son which
the latter forwarded to her, and the candor of which induces me to
write this.-Much to my astonishment an attachmet seems to have
sprung up between the two young people; to my astonishment because I had only looked upon my daughter as a child, with a good
home which I did not think of her wishing to. quit for years yet. She
is my only daughter and I therefore feel a double i.nterest in her
welfare. You must excuse therefore the solicitude l entertain i.n her
behalf, and also the enquiries I make as to the habits, character
and prospects of the one upon whom she seems to have bestowed
her affections.
It would be with the greatest regret that I would see Nellie quit
the United States as a permanent home. It is a country of great extent of territory, of fertility, and of great future promise. Its people
have lavished upon me and mine great honors. Its institutions and
people I love. During my life my desire is to see my children, and
my childrens chindren, remain honored and respected citizens of it.
May I ask you therefore in all candor, and strictly confidentially, to
state to me whether your son expects to become a citizen of the
United States? and what has been his habits? and what are his business qualifications.
I am aware of the delicacy of these questions when addressed to
a parent in regard to a child; but l feel that if one of my own sons
was in any way unworthy of a young lady to whom he was paying
his addresses I would not hesitate to give the information.
I must state with equal candor that my circumstances are not
such as to enable me to do much for my children beyond educating
them, having but little income beyond the salary of an office necessarily limited to but a few years duration.
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May l ask you to keep this letter strictly confidential, and to attribute any apparent bluntness to a fathers anxiety for the welfare
and happiness of an only and much loved daughter.
With great respect,
Your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT
SARTORIS

ALS, ICHi. Edward J. Sartoris, member of Parliament, had married Adelaide Kemble,
<laughter of actor Charles Kemble, in l 84S. Their son Algernon was born in 1851,

To Adolph E. Borie
Long Branch, N. J.
July 8th 1873

Mv DEAR MR. BoR1E:
I am just in receipt of your favor of the 6th inst. We will expect
Mrs. Borie and yourself on the 15th inst. as you suggest. I hope you
will be able to stay longer than one week because I believe you will
find benefit from the Sea air. While it has been so very warm elsewhere we have not had a single unpleasantly warm day here. The
evening have been generally cool enough for light wraps.
All send love to Mrs. Borie and yourself.
Yours Truly

u. s. GR,:\1111'

ALS, Morristown Natio11al Historical Park, Morristown, N. J.
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To John A. J. Creswell
Long Branch, N. J.
July 12th /78
HONORABLE JOHN ANDREW JACKSON CRESWELL,
PosT MASTER GENERAL,

DEAR SIR;

Mr. & Mrs. Borie come on Tuesday next, the 15th inst. to spend
a week. When their visit is out, on the 22d inst. Mrs. Grant and I
would be pleased to have Mrs. Creswell and you come and spend the
same time with us. It has been perfectly delightful here so far this
season, and I have no doubt but Mrs. C. will find much benefit from
the salt air. Please let me know if we may expect you.
Faithfully yours
u. S. GRANT
ALS, Lincoln Federal Savings :md Loan Association, Berwyn, Ill. Hannah J. Richardson
bad married John Angel James Creswell in 1857. Creswell visited USG at Long Branch in
late July, 1873. Philadelphia Public Ledger, July 2 5, 29, 1873. On July 9 , 1872, USG had
written to Creswell extending a similar invitation to visit Long Branch. ABPC (1930),
p. 637. Also in 1872, Creswell wrote to USG concerning a nomination. William Evarts
Befljamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 6.

To Charles Bockman
Long Branch, N. J.
July 12th 187.9
MY DEAR MR. BACKMAN,

Your favor of the 9th inst. saying t hat Mr. Burr had two stalls
-awaiting my fillies come to hand yesterday. Will it be any disappointment to Mr. Burr ifl do not send them? I do not like to appear
fickle but, notwithstanding the trouble you have been to for my
accomodation, if there are other horses to take the places held for
mine I would prefer sending the latter to Trenton, a convenient
place for me to stop to see them occasionally in passing.
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Please accept my thanks for your kindness in this matter, and
your many kindnesses to me, and believe me,
Faithfully Yours

u. s. GRANT

ALS, Goodspeed's Book Shop, Inc., Boston, Mass. Charles Bockman, born in 1824 at
Pittstown, N. Y., moved to New York City in 1851 a1.1d accumulated a fortune as a liquor
dealer. In 1862 he purchased a farm at Stony Ford, Orange County, N. Y., became a
prominent horse breeder, and gained fame for his hospit;ility. See letter to Richard
Curtin, April 9., 1875; letter to Charles Bockman, Sept. 20, 1874; New '1ork Times, July 3,
1900,

To Adam Badeau
Long Branch, N. .J.
July 14th 1873

Mv DEAR GENERAL:
General Babcock has handed me your letters to him & myself,
and the five pages of your history of the rebellion accompanying
them, all of which I have carefully read. I have no criticism whatever
to make in what you have presented, and believe you are as near accurate in your statements as it is possible to get.
I am always glad to hear from you, and to hear of your good
health and prosperity. But I am worse than 1 used to be about writing. As I grow older I become more indolent, my besetting sin
through life. It is too late to reform now.
The season at Long Branch has been very pleasant so far, and
the number of sojourners here is larger than ever before. The place
has increased vastly in the last four years in the number of private
cottages.
My kindest regards to Gen. Schenck, his family and his official
houshold should you meet them.
Very Truly yours
U. s. GRANT
GN.

A. BADEAU

CONSUL GN. LONDON ENG.
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ALS, Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute, Utica, N. Y. On July 15, 187S, Orville E. Bah•
cock, Long Branch, wrote to Adam Badeau, wnsul gen., London. ''I send you to day the
proof sheets, and a letter from the President, and one from Gen Longstreet. 1 did not ne•
glect the matter but I could not get the President to read and digest it-Porter and I read
it-and both think-it correct-but think we would not handle Mead quite so rough1y.
tell the whole story but use less harsh language- you will know what we mean. You use
the word shrub oak. you mean scrub oak, I forgot to say that I received your paper on the
Buel Court Martial papers- just as Congress adjourned-and I sent it at onoe to Col}lrrn,
and know it reached him before the adjournment. I did not read it but had Luckey do so
who said it was a fine doc1unent. I was too busy to stop that day, and delay in sending would
keep it until after Congress adjourned- I have heaTd nothing from it. They did not care
a cent about the Buel Records-they thought they could hurt Grant-. . ." ALS, DLCAdam Badeau. On Feb. 12, Babcock had written to Badeau. "I am in receipt of your letter
of Jany I 8th. I have read your letter and text. The President has done so also. He says
you are right and need not change a word, that he never expected to get between Lee
and Richmond except he fought to get there. Ofcourse he wanted to get between Lee and
Richmond, but expected to fight to do so, Were my opinion necessary l should say the
same thing in the most positive terms... ." ALS, MH. On F'eh. 14 and 2-7, Badeau wrote
to Babcock. "I send you a letter to Mr. Coburn, which explains itself. Will you please read
it to the President, and then send it at once to the House of Representatives It is of
course important it should reach Mr. Ca few days before the 4th of March...." 'Tm sorry
about the game, but that's an old story now. Ne..xt winter ('LI send it in ice.-1 note your
opinion about the maps, also t he message of the President on the same subject. I am trying to draw some mysclt: using-tracing paper and the Engineer Dept. maps. The Britishers are so stupid. Will you let a clerk look up for me in the book stores in Washington or
the Engineer Dept. the large Lithographed maps, of the W ilderness and Spottsylvania
and so on South, which we used in the campaign. They were lithographed by 'J. F. Gedney Washington D. C.', and are so marked in the corner; also 'Ed. February 27. 1864.' 1
have the one which Gen Grant used in the battle of the Wilderness, but it is very much
worn, and I can't lend it to the map maker. It is on a larger scale than the Engineer map
and several would be extremely useful to me. Perhaps Gen Humphreys could help you. I
know he will if he can. I hope you got my letter to Mr. Coburn in time. I think that will
settle that matter. I have just re'cd J. Bancroft Davis's report as Agent at Geneva. I am glad
something is said officially about Cockburn. By the way, do whatever you can to urge the
President not to send ex Rebels as our representatives abroad. [ suppose Orr is the best of
them, and there may have been a propriety in his case; but you don't know how much feeling there is still every where in Europe, in society and among public people, about the rebellion-in itsfavor. We should allow no one to represent the United States abroad, who
by any chance might foster that feeling; tao one who will not call the rebels, rebels; no one
who represents the southern idea of the cause of the rebellion, or of its end; or that it was
over powered simply by overwhelming numbers. The public opinion of the world and of
posterity will be sensibly affected by any other course. Please read this with all due respecr, to the President. The matter is really important. ..." ALS, [CN. U.S. Representative John Coburn of Ind. chaired the Comn1ittec on Military Affairs, which accused
Badeau of retaining papers from a court of inquiry convened in Nov. 1862 to investigate
Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell. Badeau denied the charge. See HRC, 42-3-9S, 42-2·97;
PUSG, 20, 319-20; James B. Fry, Opemtions ofthe Army under BuellfromJrme 10/h to October 30th, l 862, twd the "Buell Commission." (New York, 1884•), pp. I 08-9.
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On April !I, 1872, Badeau had written to Elihu B. Washhurne, Paris. "Confidential, ... I beg to enclose for your inspection a fragment for my forthcoming sid Vol., at
which [ am working very hard; and will be glad if you can tell me any thing more about
the letter which you gave Mr Swinton. I do not intend to use your name in the volume (in
connection with the letter); but as M.r. S. may deny the fact, or the contents of the letter,
I should like to be able in such an event to fall back upon you as authority. Unless you allow this, I shall not make the statement at all. But no work has done Gn. Grant half the
damage that his book has; none has done so much to spread both in Europe and America
the false notion ofthe great disparity in numbers between L ee & Grant in the Wilderness;
and I should like to show the animus of this individual. I get letters occasionaly from the
President; he writes confidently. Porter is more anxious, but it seems to me that nothing
but death can prevent the renomination and reelection of the Galena man. I need not tell
you anything about the feeling, nor opinion here in regard to the Alabama matter, as you
have Gen Schenck at Paris. Babcock writes as if-in case the Treaty is abandoned-the
President would send a message to Congress recommending that the Govt should buy up
the Claims. Please make my best compliments to Mrs Washburne and your family, ...•
ALS, DLC-Elihu B. Washburne. For Orvifle E. Babcock's letter to Badeau, see message
to Senate, Feb. I!!, 1872. On April 8, Washburne wrote to Badeau. ''I have yo1rr favor and
the proof sheets. I well recollect the very strong letter l gave Swinton to Genl. Grant. He
professed great friendship for the General and great anxiety for his success. He wanted to
be in a position to write the history of the campaign. I knew him to be an able writer and
I believed he would be governed by a friendly spirit. These were the reasons which induced me to give t he letter to him. I am immensely interested in your forth coming volume. The sooner out the better in view of the campaign. It will awaken a new interesl in
that great Soldier and honest man who has been so cruelly defamed. But l have as ever,
great faith in the 'Galena man.' The people will vindicate him, and all his enemies will go
under. We are all very well, with the exception of one of our little girls. Mrs. W's health
is unusally good, The whole family may go to Bonn for the summer-Perhaps I may run
over to see you in May or June. Schenck left for London last night" ALS, IHi. On July 15,
Badeau wrote to Washborne. "Many thanks for your prompt & kind letter, which shows
that my recollection in regard to Swinton was correct. I sent the matter home, and the
President is very decided that the statement should appear. Will you please let me know
whether, in case I state that distinguished per!tonages gave Swinton letters to General
Grant stating that he did not intend to correspond with any newspaper, and he denies this,
you will allow me to quote you by name as authority. I am not willing to make the statement of his sailing under false colors unless, when he denies, I can fall back upon positive
proof; but I do not wish to mention your name in the first instance. The especial point is
that he pretentkd not to be a correspondent while he Will one. The unprincipled coalition of
Greeley and the Democrats seems to me the most shameless in political history; and tho'
it will dou·btless give us a great deal of trouble, cannot possibly be endorsed by the American people. If it should be successful l should think the future full of dangers quite equal
to any thro' which we have passed.... I am sending the plates for Vol 2 home in instalments .. ." ALS, DLC-Elihu B. Washburne. On July 19, Washburne, Boulogne-sur-Mer,
France, wrote to Badeau. "Private... . Your note of the 15th inst. finds me here for a few
days. I was at Carlsbad for nearly three week.s with Mrs. W. but I could not stay there any
longer, as I want to save up my leave in case I should conclude to go home this fall. As I
think l stated to you before that my recollec-tion is that he sought letters in order to get
to the army, merely as a historian, and not as a correspondent of a newspaper. I well know
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he laid great stress upon the fact that as the history of the great campaign would be written by some one, it w·ds important to Genl. Grant that it should be written by a 'friendly
hand.' It was my full understanding that he wanted to get to the army to write the h.istory
of the campaign. The lapse of time is now so great that r cannot positively state that he
made any pledge that he would not correspond for tbe papers. Of course, you know better than I do what ought to be done, but I would not lower my history by a getting into a
controversy with a trifling and unprincipled Bohemian. The world has made up its mind
about that great campaign and a thousand books like his could not change it. Your history
of Genl. Grant's campaigns will be the received history in all coming time. Your narrations will be taken as true and all others in contradiction as false, and it does seem to me
that you weaken yourself by getting into a controversies in the body of your work.-1
watch the campaign at home with great interest. lt is strange, passing strange, what we
see has come about. My heavens, Horace Greeley, the champion of red-handed rebels and
virulent copperheads to beat Grant and the republican party! It does not seem possible
that such an unholy and corrupt alliance could possibly succeed, Mrs. W. will be at Carlsbad and Francensbad till September, when I hope to see her back to Paris. Yet she will be
a good deal of the time at Bonn with the children, who are there at school, up to the first
of January. We are making hay while the sun shines, and most of our children will speak
both French & Gel'man by the time we return, even if Mr. Greeley should want my place
for Ben Wood next March." ALS, !Hi. On Aug. SO, Capt. William M. Dunn, Jr., Augusta,
Maine, wrote to Badeau. "Your letter oft he 17th is just now recd after travelling all over the
country in search of me. I am sorry not to be able to furnish you with the proof you desire
concerning Swinton, but was not one of the officers who found him behind Gen! Grant's
tent. I only remember that the day we arrived at or near Cold Harbor that Mr Swinton
was present while Gen] Grant and Gen) Meade were engaged in conversation concerning
the movement ofthe Army accross the James. I observed Swinton taking notes and called
the attention of one of the officer of the staff to the fact when Mr Swinton was at once informed that he would not be allowed to make use of the conversation that he had overheard. I suppose that you are interested in our elections. We will carry this state by an increased majority. Gov Morrill has no doubt in regard to the November elections. Grant
will be re-elected by a large majority. With kindest regards &om Mrs Dunn & myself . .."
ALS, DLC-Adam Badeau. See PUSG, 10, S85; ibid., 16, 257. William Swinton had published Campaigns efthe Army qf the Potomac . .. in 1866.
On June 24·, 1872, James H. Wilson., London. wrote to Badeau. "I returned the Chapter on the Wilderness which I have read with great interest, making as you will see a few
marginal notes- or interrogations. r have some doubts as to the accuracy of the language
with which you designate the Brock Road as the 'Key' of the field. Strictly speaking I
doubt if there was any one point or line or feature of the field, which could have exerted
so potent an influence thro' its physical peculiarities as to entitle it to be considered as a
'key.' As I said yesterday the only criticism l can make is that the narrative is too condensed, and I think some confusion might arise in the mind of the readers owing to the
fact that you generally mention the name of the commander without designating whether
he commanded a corps or division. .. .w Typescript, DLC..James H. Wilson.
On Aug. 29, Horace Porter wrote to William E. Chandler, New York City. "I forward
you the enclosed letter which will explain itself, & the $100. which I have had put in a draft
to your order. r have received an order from Badeau to the Appletons, which I will send
them at once. It directs them to do anything I may suggest in regard to the publication of
certain chapters of bis forthcoming volume. l have written them that you will consult with
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them in regard to the subject. If you think it will be a benefit i.n the campaign, it may be
well to obtain the pl-ates from them and have them published. I do not suppose they wiJI
object." LS, DLC-William E. Chandler. Badeau had published Vol. I of his Military History ofUlysses S. Grant in 1868; Vols. II and III did not appear until 188 t. See PVSG, 191
262; letter to Adam Badeau, Nov. 2, 1876.

To Silas Reed
Long Branch N. J. July 17, 187 s
To. S. R EED. W [Asm NGTON, D. C.].
You understood me aright. Unless the Sec of the lntr sees reasons
for delay l am willing that the change should be made now. Also the
change of Postmaster at Cheyenne. 1

u. s. G R ANT
Copy, telegram sent, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On
July 18, 1875, Secretary of the Interior Columbus Dela.no wrote to USG. "I leave here at
5.SO. P. M., to day, to be absent for a few days. I shall return to be present at your next
visit here, provided I get information in time. Mr. Reed has just shown me your telegram
to the effect that he be reinstated, now, provided I know ofno reason to prevent. As I know
of no reason, and am inclined to think it is a proper thi11g to do now, I send the papers necessary for the suspension of Latham, and to reinstate Reed. Mr. Latham's official conduct
is very unsatisfactory to the Land Office; and if there are not official reasons for his suspension, there are good reasons to apprehend that he is not the right man in the right
place. l shall, however, say that the change was made on the ground that it was believed
that Mr. Reed ought not to ltave been removed. Th.is reason i$ sufficient, and gi.ves no
ground for unpleasant emotions. Other reasons can be referred to hereafter, in the event
that circumstances require it. T want to say, (though not strictly in the line of my legitimate duty,) that I have great respect for, and confidence in, Mr. Glafcke. His paper has,
and does, steadily support the Administration, and especially our Indian policy, with ability, and with efficiency, and I cannot but think he is a good man. I do not feel at liberty to
say this to anyone else, and shall not, beca11se it is a matter outside of my Department, but
I thouglit you would justify this truthful expression ofmy opinion, even if it does not ooincide with your judgment. So far as I can judge, our Indian service is now in a favorable
and hopeful condition, from Washington Territory to Texas; but, as you know, it is so
sensitive a service, that we must not be disappointed at a change in appearances, here and
there, at any moment." LS (press), Delano Letterbooks, Illinois Historical Survey, University of rllinois, Urbana, ru.
On April IS, 1869, USG had nominated Silas Reed as surveyor gen., Wyoming Territory; the Senate failed to act on this nomination. Subsequently, Benjamin Farrar et al.
petitioned USG. • The w1dersigned citizens of St Louis and Missouri take pleasure in
stating that we have personally kJ1own Dr Silas Reed for many years-he was formerly
Surveyor General for the states of Illinois and Missouri, and was an efficient, energetic
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and valuable officer, and performed the duties of the office in a very satisfactory mannerFor several years Dr Reed has been engaged in mining in Missouri, and has a practical
knowledge of Geology, Metallurgy and Mining, which, with his former official experience,
admirably fit him for the appointment of Surveyor General of the Territory of Wyoming-Owing to the failure of the Senate to pass the law creating the office of Surveyor
General for Wyoming last session, it becomes necessary to present a name again for
Surveyor General of that Territory, as soon as the law is passed-and we cordially unite in
recommending the renewal of the nomination of Dr Reed-During the late war Dr Reed's
loyalty to the union cause, and his active co-operation with other union men in rendering
prompt and efficient service, highly commend him; and the appointment above indir.ated
we are satisfied, will, if made, meet with general favor in the west-" DS (20 signatures,
undated), DNA, RG 4·8, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On Feb. 8, 1870, USG
renominated Reed.
On Feb. 3, 187!1, U.S. Senators Oliver P. Morton and Daniel D. Pratt of Ind. and six
others wrote to USG. "Learning that there will probably be a vacancy in the place of
Surveyor General of Wyoming we respectfully recommend and urge the apJ>ointment of
Dr Rufus Haymond of Brookville Franklin County Indiana...." OS, ibid. On March I,
Godlove S. Orth, Lafayette, Ind., wrote to USG on the same subject. ALS, ibid. No appointment followed.
On March 6, Hiram Latham, Laramie, Wyoming Territory, wrote to USG. "I have
the honor to apply for the position ofSurveyor General of Wyoming Territory and would
respectfully call attention to the enclosed recommendations." ALS, ibid. On March 8,
George W. Corey, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. ·•As chairman of the Republican central committee of the Territory of Wyoming, and speaking for the friends of the Administration in that Territory-I respectfully ask and earnestly urge the appointment of
Dr Hiram Latham as Surveyor General of said Territory. As to the qualifications of
Dr Latham I respectfully refer to Hon Roscoe Conkling Hon 8 F Cowan-Hon C
Delano- Hon W D Kelley and Hon .I A Campbell-I think the present incumbent should
be removed-During the last year he has been the constant and persistent opponent of
the supporters of the National Administ ration in tlie Territory-Last fall during the pendency of the canvass in the Territory Dr Silas Reed not only refused to suppott the Republican party but dech1red that he had no interest in its success; and the large majority
of his employes were in sympathy and acting with the men who are now, were then and
always have been enemies of the Republican party- " ALS, ibid. On March 15, William T.
Jones, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG on the same subject. ALS, ibid. On March 18,
USG nominated Latham to replace Reed.
On March 19, Reed, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "I have the honor to request
you to read this word of defense from me, because it is evident I am the victim oft he rankest falsehood-You have undesignedly cut down an old & tnu friend without a real cause.
I did not know of this event when I ser1t my card to you last evening. It distresses me to
have lost your confidence wrongfully & through the basest misrepresentation of my acts
& purposes, by bad men. I heard charges were heing made by designing parties, that I was
not true to your administration, & f came here to contradict & disprove them to the fullest
extent I have been u.n able to see you since my arrival on the 14th inst.-T have constantly
been your warm friend & supporter-even back to the earliest period of the War-I shall
continnu to be your friend and consistent supporter-because I believe you to be honest
& aim to deal justly with all me11. I comptain only that you did not permit me to show you
that these charges of infidelity are wholly false. I thought, that, as the life long friend of
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your honored father, & also of Mrs Grant's father & family, you would repose more confidence in my true friendship for you & your administration, than this summary condemnation indicates-I have a large experience as Surveyor Genl,-my successor has nonemy office & official work ate in perfect condition-r have also expended more funds in
your support in the late Presidential canvass than all the Wyoming U.S. officials combined I shall remain your firm friend & supporter fduring the balance of your Term, because I have all faith in your honesty & integrity of purpose-The emoluments of the
office are of small consideration-but I regret sincerely the loss of your confidence- "
ALS, ibid. See PUSG, s, 76. On May 2, Wllliam McKee, Henry T. Blow, and Charles W..
Ford, St. Lows, wrote to USG. As an act ofjustice to an esteemed fellow citizen, we respectfully request your attention to the case of Dr Silas Reed, wbo has been removed from
the office of Surveyor General of Wyoming,-upon charges of infidelity to your administration, and as advocating the election of the late Mr. Greeley. We are fully satisfied that
these charges are false in every particular; and in order that you may be convinced of their
falsity, we earnestly hope you will, in justice to him and your friends, examine the papers
which he proposes to lay before you-We have known the Doctor for many years, and believe him to be unswerving and zealous in his political opinions,-We also know that he
has earnestly advocated both your first election and your late re-electirm,-and that he opposed Schurz, Sumner, Greely & others of that stamp, through the public journals last
summer, Dr Reed is the only representative Missouri has (of importance) in the Mountain Territories. His former & valuable exper ience as Surveyor Genenl of Illinois and
Missouri, induced us to recommend him to you for a similar position in the Territory of
Wyoming four years ago. We very much regret his dismissal from the service upon such
unfounded charges, because. none of his friends doubted his friendship for you; and the inference 1s that he has been unfaithful to his official trusts-Missouri has no Seliator, who
can defend the Doctor before you, and therefore we beg leave to commend him to your
justice and consideration." LS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory.
On May 20 and 22, Reed wrote to USG ...I beg leave to present to you herewith a lerter
from your well known friends of St. Louis-the Hon Henry T. ffiow, Wm Mc Kee, & C. W.
Ford, requesting your aHe"titm te examination of Some papers I wish to present to your
Excellency, in rebuttal of the Statements made to you which caused my removal from
Office in March last. At my interview with you on the S 1st of March I promised to furnish proofofthe falsity of those Statements-because as a man of honor I felt it my duty
to Show you by the testimony of others, that I had not abused your confidence & friendship during the late ~ Presidential Contest. =l=lte Mk ee"spirae, ~ me ~
WMlly peree"al .. ith etti,, ~ ffltfft i!, , ie.. He11,e tfte ~ te ~ fl:,eeptie1m te
~ fftffl' ~ - kJ tfte ~ ~ l'6tt ffltl'.!t ~ ftte 8!I & ~ ~
My gratitude to you for your confidence in the past, as well as my own self respect, & &
the desire of my friends, imperatively require that I should use all proper endeavor to disabuse your mind of political unfaithfulness & dissimulation on my part-I hope you will
be pleased to give me a fflft6ie reasonable hearing-" "9ft l'e l beg leave to return to you
the papers you hastily looked over to-day-as the copies of my leners covering the Small
drafts I Sent to the Republican Committees, are the best evidence of my earnest desire last
Summer to See you triumph over your remorseless enemies-They may be placed with
the other papers I ~ left in your hands this morning-" ADfS, CtY. On [May 26),
USG wrote: •·The papers submitted and further investigation by Secy of Interior satisfies
me th.at r have been mislead both in the case of Clafsky [Glefcke] & yourself, if not also in
0
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the case of t he Judge removed. W'hat course will be pursued to correct the error is not yet
determined." Swann Galleries, Sale No. 1615, Jan. 28, 1993, no. 116.
On May -28, Reed wrote to USG. " Your remarks at our .interview on the 22nd inst,
together with the tenor of your pencil note on the 26th assure me that you are convinced
of the deception pracf!sed by the W yoming Clique, in March last, in so misrepresenting
three of us to you as to cause our removal from office on Same day-You will probably remember, Mr. President, that I have never troubled you with fault finding letters & criticisms upon your officials. in Wyoming, Ty-, for I thought it highly censurable in officials
to try to push each other from office, from personal spite or purely selfish motivesthough J have for the last three years witnessed much of the mercenary motives that have
actuated the leaders of that Clique to build up and strengthen personal power, without regard to the good name & highest honor of your Administration. I have therefore come
here to take issue with this universally hated Clique (in Wyomiug)-and those who know
me best and longest, know that 'l will fight it out 011 this Line, even if it should take MORE
lhan all Summer. l do not intend to permit my honor & reputation to be trifled with at
this time of my life. Govr Campbell admits it-& laughs over the fact that they succeeded
last March in holding me away from here at St. Louis, freefrom alarm, while one of his
official friends wrote to me that no changes were to be made in the Wyoming offices. Yet
they were all working here like Beavers at that very time, to destroy my reputation with
the President and effect my removal. Last year Latham laid plans to obtain the Governorship of Wyoming-He removed to Cheyenne last Nov, with that purpose in view. This
alarmed Campbell & his friends and they then concocted plans by which to persuade
Latham to give up the plan of being Governor, & come here with them (they advanci1ig
his expenses) and all work together to remove me. Latham finding that members of Congress on whom he most relied for support, bad probably very much weakened their influence with the President by thier known connection with 'Credit Mobilier' frauds-the
more readily fell into the plans of the Ring-abandoned the Governorship-and caught
at the Surveyor General Ship-though a perfect child in regard to all its intricate duties.
Latham having been a personal friend of mine for several years, I had no thought that he
contemplated such base treachery towards me. With the President he probably used the
young man he had frightened into his support-while at the Department, he appears to
have interested only one man (Genl. Cowan) against me. He did not go to the Head of the
Oepar,t ment (Mr Delano) who knew me-nor to Col. Drummond, with his charges and
complaints, like an outspoken, bold & honest man should do, who knows he is in the
right; ... And now, Mr. President, f beg leave to call your attention to the history of a case
like this, which occurred here many years ago-It was my own case-and almost exactly
like the present one-to wit-I had been appointed Surveyor General of Illinois & Missouri in the interim of the Senate- Some months afterwards whe·n the Senate assembled,
false charges were made against me and the Senate rejected me. I came here and disproved
the charges:-the Committee on Pub. Lands then voluntarily admitted the error, by a
written statement to me, and Said I ought to have been confirmed. The President learning that my successor was. known to belong to the political Ring that had defamed and removed me-at once re-appointed me, and I was unanimously cmifirmed by the same Senate,
back to the same qffict the Senate had rejected me from ...." ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. A draft version contains a margin note. "May 31- The
game grows exciting now, & I rather enjoy it latelyH" AOfS, CtY. See HMD, liS-2- 2 10,
part +, lV, J0~-4, Possibly at this time, Reed wrote to [USGl, "Private Note I have in-
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format-ion from Cheyenne this evening, that young Norton Grant is Suppesetl said to have
done much to prejuduce your mind against me-I am not willing to believe him so ungrateful- for I took him a raw boy of 18 years from his father's farm three years ago, to
please your excellent father-& he shared equally with two other Deputies p!lf'f ef ffle
f1ftte, at 6rst, & last year with one (Wm Downey}-in over lwenty tho11sa11d dollars worth
ofwork.-The conspirators told him [ would be removed, & advised him to come here &
aid them in order to obtain more employment-So that ifhe did speak against me, it must
have grown out of alarm---&, M,-ett wil+8ee,-ai9heP1er11hle teme, on that acct." ADf
(undated), CtY. See HRC, H-1-794, 22, 29.
On) uly 8, Reed wrote to USG. ul have the honor to i nvite your attention to the enclosed letter of today from the Commissioner of the Genl. Land Office-upon a subject to
which I alluded in our interview on the 4th instant. One other contract has been given by
Latham to wholly inexperienced men, that es<,-aped the Commissioner's attention and was
approved. Both of these are in direct violation of the late Instructions of the Department
to Surveyors General The Commissioner has also suspended to-day, Latham's account for
incidental expenses of his office, wherein he shows a reckless expenditure of nearly a
$1000, for office rent, furniture, &c, for the 4th quarter, wholly uncalled for, and apparently done to use up all that appropriation at the close of the last fiscal year, lest an une;r,pended balance should revert to the Treasury on the 1st instant. I have examined the account, and pronounce ha shameless misuse of the Public money, and unworthy of a friend
of your administration, that iocukates retrenchment wherever possible. I well knew
Latham's unfitness for that office, and do not, on the whole, regret that be had an opportunity, the last month; to show his disregard of Departmental Instructions, and his reckless vanity in fitting up aJ1 office in that shanty town, in almost Oriental magnificence,
merely because he could do it with the People's money, & prevent its going back to the
U.S. Treasury- " ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On
Dec. 2, USG nominated Reed to replace Latham. See HRC, 44-1-794, 15; Lewi.s L. Gould,
Wyoming: A Political History, 1868-1 896 (New Have.n, 1968), pp. 34-44.
On Dec. s, Samuel H. Winsor, register of public lands, Cheyenne, telegraphed to USG.
"Prevent nominations till after Holiday papers shall be forthcoming will write by neJCt
mail" Telegram received (at 9:00 P.M.), DLC-USG, IB.
On Feb. 28, 1874, Reverdy Johnson, Baltimore, wrote to Gen. William T. Sherman.
" . .. My son Maj. Louis £. Johnson wishes to obtain the situation of Surveyor General for
the Territory of Wyoming... :· ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On March 2, Sherman endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded to the President. Recommended." AES, ibid. See P USG, 22, 168. No appointment followed.
I. On Aug; 5, 187S, USG suspended William W. Corbett as postmaster, Cheyenne;
on Dec. 2, USG nominated Herman Glafcke to replace Corbett.
On Feb. 18, 1870, USG had nominated Glafcke as secretary, Wyoming Territory. On
Feb. 5, t87S, Morton wrote to USG. ''I beg leave to recommend t he Hon. Jason B. Brown
of Indiana, no1v a Senator of that State, for the appointment of chief-justice of one of the
Territories. He is a man of very decided ability, a good lawyer and well qualified to discharge the duties of the office. He left the Democratic Party during the late canvass and
took a very active part for the Republican party and rendered excellent service, and has
by bis course drawn down upon himselfthe bitter of the Democrats in the county in whicb
he lives which has a large Democratic majority." LS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers,
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Wyoming Territory. Related papers ai,e ibid. On March I 8, USG nominated Jason B.
Brown to replace Glafcke,
01.1 March 19, Glafcke telegraphed to Delano. "Telegraph reports my removal will
you interfere in my behalf if charges have been filed against me I am ready to refute
them" Telegram received, ibid. On the same day, Delano referred this telegram to USG.
AES, ibid. Orville E. Babcock also endorsed the telegram. "The President says he shall not
recall the nomination sent in yesterday" AE (initialed), ibid. On March 20, Glafcke, editor, Cheyenne Daily & Weekly Leader, wrote to USG. "I have the honor to report that
Judge WT. Jones, our delegate in Congress, has informed me that you removed me from
the office ofSecretary of Wyoming Territory, because I had been a member ofa 'Liberal'
convention. I would most hum bl)• state that such an accusation, if it has been made to your
Excellency, is entirely groundless. I simply attended the gathering as the reporter for the
Leader, and can bring proof by affidavits of responsible men, that I acted in no other capacity at the gathering in question. I would therefore beg for an opportunity to disprove
the charges that are made against my personal and political integrity, knowing that you
will not be disposed to do me injustice: I have a reputation at stake in my former home in
Cormecticut, as well as in this Territory, and a removal from office, under your recent civil
service regulations, indicates a fault on the part of the person so removed, and carries with
it a certain disgrace, that will adhere to me and mine for a long tlme to come. For the sake
of my young family of children, of whom a boy, born on the day of election in November 1868, carries the name of'Grant Glafcke, I pray your Excellency to reconsider your
decision, and to permit me to serve out my time of four years, of which onJy one short year
is remaining. At the expiration of that time I would gladly resign the commission you so
generously bestowed upon me three years ago. I refer by permission to Gov. Campbell of
this Territory and Gov. Marshall Jewell ofCQnnecticut. Trusting that my case will receive
your Excellency's favorable consideration ... ALS, ibid. On March 26, Governor John A.
Campbell of Wyoming Territory telegra·phed to USG. "I would be pleased of Major
Glafcke could be retained as Secretary of Wyoming. Although he has until the paJ-t six
months been opposed to me personally, he has at all times been a warm supporter ofyour
administration and a constant republicatL He lost his health in the army, where he did gallant service-is a competent officer and his retention in office would give general -s atisfaction." Copy, ibid. On April 21, Glafcke wrote to Delano seeking retention. ALS, ibid.
On Sept. 20, Delano wrote to USG. ,cl have just received from H. Glafcke of Cheyenne, the
enclosed letter, in reference to the result of the late electfon in Wyoming Ter ritory, and
the news is so gratifying to me that I thought perhaps it might be interesting to you to
learn the facts it contains.~ Copy, Delano Letterbooks., OHi. Republicans g,ained cont rol
of both houses of the territorial legislature.
On Oct. 3, 1874, U.S. Re·presentative Richard C. Parsons of Ohio, Cleveland, wrote
to USG. "You may possibly recalJ the fact, that Gen! Garfield, & myselfrecommended to
yr Excellency, the appt of Mr J. H. Paine, of Ohio as Secretary of Wyoming Territorywith Gov Campbell. Mr Paine was for a time a resident of Wyoming, & is an educated, &
accoruplished man well kuown to Gov Campbell-He is thoroughly educated-having
taken the JTaltdictory, in his class at College. He is brother to Genl Halbert E Pat11e. We
learn that the present Secyretary, will soon resign, & if so, I trust you will allow Mr P. a
hearing before appt'g a new Secretary." ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On Oct. 5, U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio, Hiram, wrote
to USG on the same subject. A.LS, ibid. A similar Jetter ofSept. 22 from Garfieid to Delano
N
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is ibid. For earlier Letters r ecommending Paine, see ibz'd., RG 59, Letters of Application
and RecommendatioJ1. No appointment followed. On Jan. 5, 1875, Brown, Washington,
D. C., wrote to USG resigning his office. ALS, ibid., RG 48, Appointment Papers, Wyoming Territory. On Feb. 12, USG nominated George W French to replace Brown. See
CaleT1dar, March JS., 1875.

Endorsement
July 18th /7'3

Refered to the Sec. of War for investigation. The verbal statement made is to the effect that all laborers on the fortifications on
Staten Island who joined in an appeal for extra compensation for
extra hours labor, performed after the passage and promulgation of
the "eight hour law'' were left off the list of employees when work
was resumed this spring, and that the old Tamany employees are
now being substituted in their place.
AE, DNA, RG 77, Accounts, Property Returns, and Claims, Letters Received. Written on
a letter of June SO, 1875, from Joseph Keele and two others, Edgewater, N. Y., to USG.
HThe undersigned, the Republican General Committee of Clifton, the Second election district of the town of Southfield, Richmond County, (Staten Island) N. Y., respectfully ~epresent that the Government fortifications on Staten Island (Forts Wadsworth, Tompkins,
etc.) are situated within tl1e above named election district:-That subsequently to the enactment by Congress of the so called 'Eight Hour Law' and the proclamation by the President ro the effect that eight hours' labor should constitute a day's work for all cmployes of
the U. S. Government, the laborers on the above mentioned fortifications continued to
work ten hours a day until the summer of J 872;-'fhat in the latter part of 1872, by advice of counsel, a large number of the employes on the said fortifications, believing themselves justly entitled to pay for the time they had wrought over and above eight hours a
day subsequently to the proclamation as aforesaid, petitioned (u.nsuccessfully) to the Secretary of War to have the pay for the surplus time allowed them;-That in the Spring of
this present year, as the undersigned arc informed and believe, General Gilmore gave orders to Mr. Cocroft, Superintendent of Government work on the above forti.fications, to
employ no mechanic who had signed the above mentioned petition;-That, in consequence of these orders, good and worthy men, earnest supporters of the present administration, some of them having been twenty or thirty years in the employ of the U.S. Government, have been obliged to leave their homes and families to seek employment
elsewhere and in other states, while workmen have been brought here from a distance and
employed in their places. To the end, therefore, that innocent men and their families may
not unnecessarily suffer, the undersigned respectfully petition the President of the United
States to cause an investigation to be made into the matters alleged in the premises, the
undersigned being ready at any time to furnish proofs of the truth of the statements
herein made." LS, ibid. See Proc.lamation, May I I , 1872.
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011 Aug. 2, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to USG inviting "attention
to the enclosed copy of a report of General Gillmore, Engineer in charge of the works referred to, which appears to be a complete answer to the charges contained in this petition." LS, DNA, RG 77, Accounts, Property Returns, and Claims, Lcttcr.s Received. On
July 26, Maj. Quincy A, Gillmore, New York City, had -written to Brig. Gen. Andrew A.
Humphreys, chief of engineers."... It is true as stated that subsequent to the passage of
the eight hour law the men worked sometimes nine and sometimes ten hours per day, but
they were paid by the hour and their whole time reduced to eight hour days, receiving for
each day of eight hours a little more than they had formerly received for ten hours work.
Since the receipt of General Order, No. s. Head quarters Corps of Engineers, Nov. 8. 1872,
the first class laborers and mechanics have received the same pay for eight hours work as
is paid for labor of the same kind and quality in the vicinity for a full days work. The employees were permitted to work over-time, it being 1heir preference to do so. 2. The
method of hiring by the hour, and the prices paid per hour, was fully understood and accepted by the men from season to season. S. It is not true that orders were given that
none of the signers of the petition for extra pay should be again employed upon the works.
On the contrary, there never has been a time since the petition was made, except during
the suspension of work in winter, when there were not a large number-sometimes more
sometimes less-of the signers of that petition on the rolls, regularly and continuously
employed. .. . lt is however due to my Foreman, Mr. Cocraft, to say that he understood it
to be my wish that the few mechanics who might be needed for occasiona,l jobbing work,
should be selected from those of the old employees who bad not signed the petition, and
it was through this misunderstanding perhaps that the erroneous impression was conveyed that all who signed it should be entirely excluded. 4 . (tis not denied that many meclr.mics who were employed on the works during last season and the season befor•e are not
employed there during the present season, for the simple and sufficient reason that there
is no work for them to do. Those thus necessarily omitted from the rolls comprise many
who did not sign the petition, as well as those who did, probably not far from an equal
number of cacb. . .. 5. It is not true in any sense or to any extent whatever that old Tammany employees are now being substituted for men fom1etly employed on the works...."
Copy, ibid. On Aug. 6, USG returned these papers to the War Dept. E, ibid.

To James G. Blaine
Long Branch, N. J.
July 18th 1873,
MY DEAR MR. SPEAKER:

Your favor of the 13th is at band, having been received a day or
two since. It is not possible for me now to answer definitely as to t he
time I can make, to the state of Me. and to you, the visit proposed
before we left Washington. But I can say that it will not be before
the 5th of August, and that I will endeavor to make it as near that
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time as possible, informing you by telegraph the exact day when I
shall leave here the moment it is fixed upon. My stay in Me. will be
from six to eight days. If however you and Mrs. Blaine have any visit
or trip you wish to make, that would b.e in the slightest degree interfered with by this selection of time, I beg you to let me know.
Any time after the fifth, during the month of August, would suit me
as well as that particular time. I name it because I have guests invited to my house up to about that date.
Mrs. Grant & Nellie, both of whom will accompany me,join in
kindest regards to M rs. Blaine and yourself.
Very Truly Yours
u. S. GRANT
HoN. J. G. BLAINE,
8Pe M. C. AUGUSTA, ME.
ALS, DLC-James G .. Blaine. See letter to James G. Blaine., Aug. t, 1875.

To Joseph Egolf
Long Branch, N. J.
July 18th 1873,
D EAR SIR:

I am in receipt of your very kind invi_tation to me to attend the
Banquet to be given in Troy on the 24th inst. by Posts Willard,
No 84', & 18 the Grand Army of the Republic; and thank you for it.
It would afford me great pleasure to accept, both to be with the
members of your Posts on so pleasant an occasion, and to visit Troy,
a city that I have frequently passed through but never stopped in
except to attend the funeral of the lamented Thomas. 1 But I regret
my inability to accept by reason of previous engagements which
cannot now be changed.
Very Truly
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

JosEPH EGoLF,

Ce. CoM. OF AR,
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A.LS, John M. Taylor, McLean, Va. Joseph Egolf served as sgt., It., and capt., 2ncl and
N. Y., receiving a hvt. as lt. col. Sec Troy Times, July 25, IR7S.

J 25th

1.

See PUSG, 201 l 28-29.

To Hamilton Fish
Long Branch, N. J.
July 2sd 1873.
DEAR GOVERNOR:

If the apt. of Consul to Jerusalem is not filled the place may be
given to Dr. Frank S. DeHass, of the Methodist church. His address
is 142 E. 5Sd street. I told the Dr. he would be informed by the State
Dept. if he could, or could not be appointed.
I have known Dr. DeHass since the close of the rebellion. He was
Pastor of the church I attended in Washington until the Met. M. E.
Church was built-under his supervision-but in which he only
had the opportunity of preaching in, only once or twice whett before
his time expired. Dr DeHass now lives in the City of New York; of
course by assignment. His parents reside in West Va and all the
property he bas is there. [f appointed he might be assigned to either
New York or W. Va.
[ think I should see you either the last of this week, or early
next, in regard to some unpleasant rumors that have come to me in
regard to the position occupied by Gen. Schenck in Eng. It will be
necessary at least to let the General know of them, and to get his
statement, so that if the attack should come upon him, as I understand it will, we should be in a position to justify his retention. T he
story in a tt few words, is, that many English capitalists were induced to invest in stock in the Emma Mine because the American
Minister headed the list of Directors; that the concern was bogus,
and no return came to the investors except a few dividends from the
funds they had paid in; that Schenck from being a poor man has become rich; and I am told, assert that his receipts from these subscriptions was $£100.000, Sterling.1
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Mr. & Mrs. Borie have been spending the last eight days with us:
only left this morning, the Ex . Sec. looking very well.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Fish and Miss Edith.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
HoN. l!AMrLTON F1se
SEC. OF STATE.

ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On July 25, I 873, Secretary ofState Hamilton Fish, Garrison,
N. Y., wrote to USG. "Your letter of 23 was received last Eveng- an appointment here

for to day, will delay my going to Long Branch u,ntjl next week-I will go down any day
that you may indicate, either by mail or by telegraph, as most Convenient to you. The
Jerusalem Consulate was offered to a friend of Senator Frelinghuysen, who failed of the
examination, & the Senator was told that if he desired to name another he would be ordered for examination-the matter now stands thus. I write to the Senator by thls mail to
ask whether he has any one to name. In the mean time permit me to suggest whether it
be best to send a Clergyman as a Consul to Jerusalem. Out of several Clergymen as Consuls, we have one, who makes a very good officer-but I doubt the expediency of sending
a Clergyman as Consul or Minister to any unchr istian Count ry, or to any Country which
the Clergy & zealous Christians have selected as a particular field for Missionary labours.
Turkey is very sensitive-and unless a Cler ical Consul be a very wise, & discreet man, he
can very easily get himself & his Country into trouble at Jerusalem-" ALS, NHi; (press)
DLC- Ham.ilton Fish.
On Aug. 25, 1872, William Claflin, Boston, had -,vritten to USG. "It gives me much
pleasure to recommend the appointment of the Revd F. S. De Hass to the Consulship at
Jerusalem which, I understand, is now vacant. Mr De Hass is familiar with the duties of
the office, is a gentleman of high culture and of unquestioned integrity and ability. He
would be ofnJucb service to travelle~s in directi,ng their r esearches and his knowedge of
the country will enable him to add much to the treasures, now possessed, by the societies
now engaged in bringing to light, the wonders ofpast ages;-I sincerely hope that he may
be nominated to the position." LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Sept. s, USG endorsed this letter. "lf no designation has been made for this
consulship Dr De Haas may be appointed." AES, ibid. On Sept. 2, Frank S. DeHass, New
York City, wrote to USG. "Having spent a year in Asia, and being somewhat acquainted
with the languages of the 'Orient;· and having a strong desire to return to Palestine that
I may oomplete a work on Biblical Archaeology, and make further researches as a member of the 'American Palestine Exploration Society.' I respectfully apply for the office of
Consul at Jerusalem made vacant by the removal ofMr. Beardsley; believing that I can perform all the duties of the post, and at the same time prosecute more successfully wy literary labors." ALS, ibid. On Aug. t S, U.S. Senator James Harlan of Iowa, Hanover, N. H.,
had written to DeHass. "] would be gratified to comply with your request of the 7th. inst,
received to day via Washington City, were [ not committed t o a gentleman from my own
State for the first consulship I can find available. But you need no letters. Go direct to the
President and tell him frankly what you want; and ifhe can c-0nsistently, hewill give it to
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you, and ifhe cannot, he will say so frankly-or ifhe is unable to answer definitely at once,
he will say that. Tltere is 1,0 nud ofa mediator betweenyou and him" ALS, ibid. On March 7,
187S, USG nominated Archibald J. Sampson as consul, Jerusalem. On March s I, Levi P.
Luckey wrote to DeHass, "The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 25th inst. and say in reply that he has no objection whatever to the use of his
name as a Patron of the ' Palestine Exploration Society,' since the Society so desires it. He
wishes me to thank you for the copies ofreports." Copy, DLC-USG, TI, 2. On May 27, DeHass wrote to USG. ''You will excuse the liberty I take in writing you again in reference
to the Conwlate at Jerusalem Syria. I understand that the gentleman appointed has declined going, and that the place is still vacant. You have my application on file.~ You will
remember I handed it to you at Long Branch, last Summer...." A LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Dec. 3, USG nominated DeHass as consul,
Jerusalem, OeHass wrote Buried Cities Recovered, or, Exploration.s i11 Bible Lands, . ..
(Philadelphia, 1885). See PUSG, 20, 111.
On July 24, 18'l2, David L, Starr, Allegheny, Pa., had written to USG. "WiJl possibly remember The Misses Pearley, and Lee, Anna, Starr who had the honor of making
his acquaintance at Mr Smiths in Washington Pennsylvania three Years ago, and who met
him subsequently at the Monnongehela House in Pittsburgh, Two Years ago they wrote
to the President Requesting the appoh1tment of their father Dr. D. L. Starr, Consul at
Jerusalem, if a vacancy occured in that office, (which letter perhaps may not have reached
the President) The object of the present communication is to Renew the application,
Perhaps these appointments are Reserved for prominent polliticians, if so the undersigned
cannot expect his application to be c-0nsidered being only a Republican voter, and late
a Surgeon in U. S. Volunteers, ..." ALS, DNA, RG 59, LetteIS of Application and Recommendatiou. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. See Neth Tork Ti1tm,
April M, 1895.
On July 25, 1872, Thomas A. Gill, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "This mornings papers brings the intelligence of the appointment by the President of Richard Beardsley
Esq. as Consul General at Alexandria vice Butler suspended The object of these few
lines, is to present the name of the writer as an applicant for the now vacant Consulate at
Jerusalem. In commending this request to the consideration of the President, the writer
would state that he is a Clergyman, thirty three years of age and until last August had
been pastor oftbc First Baptist chul'ch Germantown Phllada During the interval from
that time to the present, he has traveled extensively in Europe and the East mak,i11g
somewhat of a sojourn in Jerusalem and having during that time free intercourse with
Mr Beardsley. Like that gentleman t he writer's health has been impaired in the service
during the rebellion Enlisting for short terms twice while at the University of Lewisburg Penna where my colJegiate and theological course was completed-the expiration of
my last term ofservice left me in a condition that eventuated in a long and dangerous at.tack of Typhoid Pneumonia... _n ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application.and Recommendation. On Dec. 21, 1874, USG nomi.oated Gill as chaplain, U.S. Navy.
On July 29, 1871!, T. Madison Dawson, Monticello, N. Y., wrote to USG. "I hope
you will pardon me for the liberty l take in addressing you; but I see the Consulship at
Jerusalem has become vacant by the promotion of Mr Bradley. If the position is not yet
filled I should like to send you recommendations in my behalf. I am Pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church in this place, on a salary of $2000. Before I came he.re I was Pastor
of the 7th Presb. Ch. in N. Y. City, 4 yrs. While there, my wife & I called upon you in
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Washington, & conversed with you at one of your public receptions. Senator Conkling,
Rep. St John, & Hon. C. V. R. Leudington had hoped to secure the Consulship at Prague for
me in the Autumn; but the present Consul has concluded to remain till Spring. My fathorin-law is a wealthy gentleman residing in Broo.klyn, N. Y. During the war I raised a Co.
in a N. J. Reg't. Hon. W. E. Dodge, is an intimate friend of mine. I will send you recommendations through the gentlemen named, if the position referred to is still vacant... , I
have travelled in Europe."' ALS, ibid, No appointment followed;
t. See Nevins, Fish, pp. 649- 54.

To Ministers and Consuls
Long Branch, N J.
July 24th 187S
I take great pleasure in introducing Bvt. Major Genl Rufus Ingalls,
U. S. Army, to our representatives in Europe with whom he may
meet, and to the Commissioners to the Vienna Fair, which Gen. Ingalls visits as a representative of the Army of the United States.
Having had a larger experience probably than any officer of our
Army in providing and organizing transportation for vast bodies of
men, munitions of war, supplies &c. he will naturally wish to compare our method of managing these things with what he may see
abroad pertaining thereto.
Any facilities that may be thrown in the way of Gen. Ing alls to
aid him in the object of his visit, will be duly appreciated by him and
by myself also.
Very Truly
U.S. GRANT
To U.S. M1N1sTERs & CONSULS IN EtmoPE AND
COMMISSIONERS TO VIENNA FA1R.

ALS, CSmH. On June 4, 18,7 5, Col. Rufus Ingalls, New York City, wrote to USG. uShould
Congress open promot,ions in the Staff Corps and Departments, Bt Lt. Col. F. Van Vliet,
Capt. sd Cavalry, desires a transfer to one of them- When he submits his application, l
beg you will give it as much favorable consideration as possible- Col Van Vliet has been
personally known to me since Iris entry into service-In fact, at that time, he was serving
under me at Arlington, in the Qr. Mrs Dep't -He is a good and meretorious officer, and
a younger brother ofGenl Stewart Van Vliet-" ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 3999 1872. No
promotion followed.
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On Jan. Io, USG had written to Robert C. Schenck, U.S. minister, London. "This will
introduce to you Mr. JoJm C. Benton, a son of my old friend Mr. M. M. Benton of Covington, Ry. Mr. Benton will present this to you when he stops in Loudon upon his return
from the Continent, and J beg to oomrnend him to your good offices during his stay near
you." Copy, DLC-USG, II, I. See PUSG, l!O, l 11. On Dec. 4, John C. Henton, Covington,
Ky., ~Tote to USG. "I have-the honor of making application to your Excellency for a consulate in France or Germany, if any there be undisposed of at present. I have spent three
years on the continent of Europe, and am familiar with the. French and German languages,
and am I believe qualified in other respects for the duties of a consul. .. _n ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed.
On March Sl, USG had written to ministers and consuls. "J take pleasure in -i ntroducing to you Prof. James R. Boise, of the Chicago University, who proposes traveling in
Europe. Prof. Boise is an accomplished scholar and a gentleman highly esteemed by all
who know him. I beg to bespeak for him your good offices while he may remain near you,"
Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. Between May and Sept., USG wrote similar letters introducing
T. E. Sickels; Samuel C. Bartlett, Chicago; George W. Briga, N. Y.; Bla.uche McGehee,
Miss.; Charles H. T. Collis, Philadelphia; Eliza Mattingly, Philadelphia; a nd William Norris, San Francisco. Copies, ibid. On March S, Leland Stanford, president, California
Pacific Railroad, San Francisco, had written to Secretary of State Hamilton Fisb recommending Norris "for the appointment of Consul General of Germany." LS, DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. No appointment
fo!Jowed.
On April 9, Levi P. Luckey wrote to John M. Leavitt, New York City. "The President directs me to say in reply to your letter of the 2d inst. that he gives letters of introduction abroad, only in cases of personal friends when no question of business whatever
is connected 1vith the use to be made ofit. Having adopted such a rule he is sorry that your
request does not come under it, a11d he cannot grant it." Copy, DLC-USG, JI, 2.
On the same day, USG wrote to Schenck. "It affords me much pleasure to introduce
to you Mr. William Warren, a very worthy citizen of Chicago, who visits London on a social visit, and is desirous of being presented to you. 1 beg to commend him to your good
offices." Copy, ibid.
Also on April 9, USG wrote to ministers and co.nsuls. "I take much pleasure in introducing to you Mrs. Eliza C. Scidmore, who travels abroad this summer and may have
occasion to ask your good offices, I beg to commend her to your kind attention.'' Copy,
ibid On April Ii, USG addressed a similar letter to Thomas B. Van Buren, Vienna. Copy,
ibid. Eliza C. Scidmore served as matron, Treasury Dept. On July 30, Benjamin Moran,
secretary ofJegation, London, wrote in his diary after meeting Scidmore. •·... This woman
has an autograph letter from the President of t he U. S., calling upon Ministers and Consuls to .pay her every attention, and commending her to the world generally. T hjs conduct
is disgraceful and lowers the dignity of the P residential office. Mrs. Scidmore is a vulgarian to whom such a letter never should have been given; and I doubt if the President should
give such letters at all. T his woman came to-day and asked me to get a permit for herself
and Mrs. Barnard to visit the low quarters of London at night, under the guidanoe of the
police; but I politely declined, and pointed out to her the folly of e:1.1>osing herself to insult and indignity in such places; to say nothing of the manifest impropriety of women visiting such resorts. But she persisted and I then peremptorily refused. One of her arguments to effect her purpose thro' me was that Mrs. Barnard is a slashing newspaper
writer, that she is corresponding for the New 'Jbrk Herald, and that she will praise all who
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serve her and abuse al.I who don't. I said that such people were literary assussit1s who were
a disgrace to any nation and that none of them would frighten me from my duty or Self
respect by threats of slander. It is mortifying to acknowledge that Mrs. Barnard is over
here in the pay of the U. S. Govt; and that she is using her advantages to abuse such of her
countrymen as will not or cannot get her the entree to every private place in Europe."
DLC-Benjamin Moran. For Helen M. Barnard, see message to Congress, May 14, 1872.
On April 15, USG wrote to ministers and consuls. "The bearer Mr. Levi P. Luckey,
my Private Secretary avails himself of an official occasion to visit London and has permission to extend his tour to the Continent. Mr. Luckey is worthy of entire confidence and
any act of kindness extended to him will be fully appreciated." Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2.
Luckey traveled to London as a cour.i er of U.S. bonds. See Benjamin Moran diary, May l 0,
J87S, DLC-Benjamin Moran.
On Mayo, Moran wrote in his diary. "A Mr. J. M. Richards, of Chicago, presented
a letter of introduction from the President addressed to all the U.S. Diplomatic and Con•
sular Agents in Europe; . , ," OLC-Benjamin Moran. See PUSG, 20, 1 JO. On May 20,
Moran wrote that G. Dawson Coleman "has one of General Grant's circular letters with
hjm. It is a wonder that the President don' t have these printed and make them a source of
profit! But he generally gives them to people you shouldn't have them." DLC-Benjamin
Moran. Moran's diary also mentiohs USG letters of introduction for "Mr. Coffin," on
June 18, and "Miss Hitchcock," on Sept. 12. Tbid.
On July 21, [USG] wrote to ministers and consu.ls. "I take pleasure in introducing to
you Mr H. Probasco, of Ohio, who proposes spending some time in Europe, and is specially desirous of visiting galleries of Art. Mr Probasco is highly esteemed by his neighbors as a gentleman of culture and refinement. He hopes to establish a gallery of art in
Cincinnati and prosecutes his examinations in Europe with that purpose in view. I beg to
commend him to your good offices while he nv.ty remain near you." Copy, DLC-USG, II,
2. On June 17, 1872, Governor Rutl1erford B. Hayes of Ohio had written to Fish proposing Henry Probasco as centennial commissioner. LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Appliration
and Recommendation. Probasco was appointed commissioner from Ohio.

To James G. Blaine
Long Branch 1 N. J.
Aug. Ist 1 873.
DEAR StR:

As the time approaches when I had hoped to VlSlt you in
Maine, with my family, I find it will be impossible to go as early
as I had set, and that it will be impossible for Mrs. Grant to go
atall. Mr. Dent has been failing for the last few days rapidly- the
effects of old age, and a dropsical tendency- and I do not believe
would survive Mrs. Grants absence for a week. He cannot last long
at best.
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The first of next week I must go to Washington to spend a
couple of days. On my return I will inform you by telegraph about
when I can go, if not prevented by circumstances.
[ beg of you not to postpone or abandon any plans you &
Mrs. Blaine may have formed for the Summer on account of my proposed visit. If not prevented from going by the sickness or death of
Mr. Dent, one time will suit me as well as another, up to the middle
of September.
Mrs. Grant joins me in kindest regards to Mrs. Blaine and
family.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT
HoN. J. G.

BLAINE

M. C.

ALS, DLC-James G, Blaine.

To James G. Blaine
Long Branch, N. J.
Aug. sd 1s1s.

Mv

DEAR Srn:

Should nothing occur to prevent I will leave here on Monday,
the 11th of Aug. so as to take the night train for Boston. My party
will consist of Nellie, w my two sons HtM ftf'e now at home,
Gen. Babcock & myself. As I explained in a former letter Mrs. Grant
will not be able to accompany us.
I shall not limit the time for remaining in Me. but as I will probably return by way of the White Mountains I think about five days
from the time I reach Augusta to the time of starting to the Mountains will be long enough.
Mrs. Grant joins me in kindest regards to yourself and family.
Very Truly Yours

U.S.
HON.

J. G.

BLAJNE,

M. C.

ALS, DLC-James G. Blaine.
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Order
Washington, August 5 1873.
The Civjl Service Commission, at its session at Washington
which terminated June 4. 1873, recommended certain further rules
to be prescribed by the President for the government of the Civil
Service of the United States. These rules, as herewith published, are
approved, and their provisions will be enforced as rapidly as the
proper arrangements can be made.

u. s. GRANT

DS, DLC-Executive Orders. SED, 4S-t-5S, JOO. On June 4, 1873, Dorman B. Eaton et
al., Was!ungton, D. C., wrote to USG tra11smitting a lengthy report. Copy (printed),
DLC-Executive Orders. The proposed Civil Service rules are ibid. See PUSG, 22.
297-98; Ari Hoogenboom, Outlawing the Spoils: A History of the Civil Service Reform
Movement 1865- 1889 (Urbana, 1961), p. 125; Hamilton Fish diary, June 4, 1873, DLCHarnilton Fish.
On Aug. 7, 1873, Secretary of State Hamilton Fisb wrote to USG. "In consequence
of the decease of Mr. Robert S. Chew, late Chief Clerk of this Department it has become
necessary to fill the position which he held as a member of the Board of Examiners for this
Department under the Rules and Regulations for the Civil Service. Mr. SeveUon A. Brown
having been appointed Chief Clerk to fill the vacancy caused by Mr. Chew's death, l have
to suggest that he he designated to act as a member of the Board for this Department in
conection with Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Wood. An Executive order to this effect is herewith
-submitted." Copies (2); DNA, RO .59, Domestic Letters. On the same day, USG issued an
order designating "Sevellon A. Brown, Henry O'Connor, and Arthur 8. Wood of the Department of State to serve as a Board of Examiners to conduct all investigations and ex11Illinations for admission and promotion in that Department." OS, ibid., Miscellaneous
Letters.
Ou Oct. 7, Eaton, Ez,ekiel B. EUiott, Joseph H. Blackfan, and David C. Cox, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "The 6th subdivision of the 9th Rule for the regulation of
the Civil Service, promulgated on the 5th day of August last, contains the following language: 'The President will employ or designate a suitable person to be Chief Examiner,
whose duty it will be, subject to the supervision of the Civil Service Commission, to promote uniformity in preparing for, conducting, reporting and grading the Examinations
by said Boards at Washington, and to prepare for, attend supervise, and report the Examinations, herein provided to be held elsewhere than at Washington.' We bave thought
it to be within the line of our duty to submit these suggestions for your consideration:
( 1) That the time has arrived when the selection of a Chief Examiner may be made, and
we think such Examiner now needed. (2.) That Edward 0. Graves, Esq. of the Treasury
Department, by reason of capacity and attaillillents, as well as on account of his large experience in the matter of Civil Service Examinations is a suitable person for Chief Examiner. (3) That as the dutjesofChiefExaminer, especiaUy at the beginning, arc likely t o be
quite laborious and are sure to be very responsible, we think that a coro.peusation at the
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rate of five thousand dollars a year, to be paid from the Civil Service fund will be only reasonable. Indeed we are convinced that no person, whom we should be willing to present
to your consideration as competent to inaugurate these important Examinations, can be
secured for11 less sum than that suggested." LS, MH. On Oct. 14, USG approved this r ecommendation. ES, ibid.

To Henry Wilson
Washington D. C.
August 6th 1873.

Mv DEAR MR WILSON:
It was with sincere regret that I heard of your illness and that
the disease which now so frequently attacks our ablest men who
too liberally use their strength and overtax their brain, had in
its course at last attacked you. I trust that the report which now
reaches me of your rapid improvement is true, and that your friends
may soon congratulate you upoh the full recovery of your fom1er
health. I hope you will give yourself the desired rest from active labor which you so greatly need, and fortify your health and strength
for the public duties which your thousands of friends hope to see
you sufficiently recovered to undertake upon the re-assembling of
Congress.
Assuring you of my sympathy in your affliction,
I remain very truly yours

u. s. GRANT.

HoN HENRY W ILSON
VICE PRESIDENT

us

NATICK MASS.

Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. Vice President Henry Wilson suffered a stroke on May 19, t 87S.

See Richard H. Abbott, Cobbleri11 Co11gress: Tht Life of Htr1ry Wilson, 1812-1875 {Lexington, Ky., 1972), p. 2-49.
On Dec. 9, Wilson wrote to USG introducing a man from N. H.
No. 22115, Dec. S, 196S, no. 1!14.

Parke-Bernet Sale
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To George R . 1Villiams
Washington D. C.
August 6th 1873
TRE HONORABLE GEORGE H . WILLIAMS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

SIR:

Circumstances have made it desirable that I should have the
opinions of the Principal officers in each of the Executive Departments respecting several questions which are stated below.
It is proper to say that these questions concern solely the relations between the Government and persons who may claim its protection as citizens of the United States. They do not extend to an
inquiry whether rights of succession or of property may or may not
be affected by any of the conditions referred to.
Your opinion on these subjects in writing at your early convenience is desired with a view to forming a general plan of conduct
for the Executive in respect of such questions.
You will enclose your reply addressed to me under cover to the
Secretary of State, indicating on the envelope that it is in reply to
my letter of this date.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant
U.S. GRANT
Questions
Washington. August 6, 1873.
I. The Law making power having declared that "the right of Expatriation is a natural and inherent right of all people, indispensable
to the enjoyment of the rights oflife, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" (15 Stat. Large 223.) Should the Executive refuse to give
effect to an Act of expatriation of a citizen of the United States?
II. May a formal renunciation of United States Citizenship, and a
voluntary submission to the sovereignty of another Power be regarded [o]therwise than as an Act of Expatriation?
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Ill, Can an election of Expatriation be shown or presumed by an acquisition of domicile in another country with an avowed purpose
not to return?
IV Ought the Government to hold itself bound to extend its protection-and consequently exert its Military and Naval power for
such protection in favor of persons who have left its territories and
who reside abroad without an apparent intent to return to them and
who do not contribute to its support?
V. What should constitute evidence of the absence of an intent to
return in such cases?
VI. When a naturalized citizen of the United States returns to his
native country and resides there for a series of years, with no apparent purpose of returning shall he be deemed to have expatriated
himself where the case is not regulated by Treaty?
VII. Are the children born abroad of a person who has been a citizen of the United States but who has become a subject or citizen of
another power, or who has expatriated himself, citizens of the
United States and entitled to its protection?
VTII. Can a person who has formally renounced his allegiance to the
United States, and assumed the obligations of a citizen or subject of
another Power become again a citizen of the United States in any
other way than in the manner provided by general laws?

u. s. GRANT

DS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. Foreign Relations, 1873, II, IJ 85-86. On
Aug. 6, 187.'l, USG sent similar letter$ to each cabinet officer; letters to Secretary of the
Treasury William A. Richardson and Secretary of War William W. Belknap are OS,
DNA, RG 206, Letters Received from the President; Belknap Papers, NjP. A draft version
is in DNA, RG 59, Misuellaneous Letters. On Aug. 5, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish
recorded in his diary. "Citizen question-I make a statement and impress the importance
of a cabinet decision. Cases submitted hy Washburne-Burnet's case-various Cuban
cases. Read purport of questions and draft letter of President to Heads of Departments
transmitting them; approved." DLC-Hamilton Fish. For the cabinet's responses to UsG·s
letter, see Foreign Relations, 1873, 11., l 186-1225.
On Jan. 8, 1874, Gustavus Muller, Neustadt-Eberswalde, Germany, wrote to USG.
·•... I was born in the Grand-Duchy of Baden, in 1844. ln 1851, I came to Switzerland,
where my father had then been residing for two years as a political refugee. There I remained till 1855, when our entire family emigrated to the United States... . On the outbreak of the late war between France and Germany, I went to Europe as a correspondent
of the 'NewYork Evening Post' and 'New York Tribune', and accompanied the German
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headquarters in the latter quality. After the close of the war, I resolved to make use of the
opportunities I could enjoy in Germany, for pursuing still further the literary and scie[n]tific studies I had begun at Cambrid(ge] Mass., especially with relation to the art of
sc1-1OOL-TEA0lllNG, for which I had always had great taste. ... Not having succeeded hitherto in obtaining a place as a teacher at one of t he high-schools ('Gymnasium' or 'Realschule') in Prussia, which are the principal objects ofmy inquiry, and not wishing t o return to America before having acquired several years' educational practice in Prussia, l
resolved to undergo the State e.-xamination for professors ('Oberlehrer') of the higher
branches, and then to accept one of the numerous places at high-schools, constantly offering to those who have passed the required degree. My object in doing t his is merely, to
make myself t horoughly acquainted with the-best methods of class tuition extant, and the11
to i11troduce such ofthese methods in the United States as may be unknown there. This object
is 011e ofprospective benefit not to myselfalone, but to my a@ptive country likewise, as far as
its educational interests may thereby be furthered. Still, Texecute the project ot my own risk
and e.xpe,trt. But onerisk I should not like to incur,-thal of losmg my rights ofAmt r-ican citi;umhip. And stil~ according to the strict construction of Mr. Fish's r eply to your Fifth
QutStion (in the letter above mentioned), I should undoubtedly, 'by entering the civil service' of Prussia, lose my character as an American citizen... ," ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.

To James G. Blaine
Long Branch, N. J.
Aug, 7th 187 s.

J. G. BLAINE;
MY DEAR SIR:
On my return from Washington 1 l find your letter of the 5th
inst. from which I infer you had not received the last one I wrote to
you. In that I stated that unless something unforseen should prevent
I would leave here on Monday next 2 for Augusta, Me. taking the
night train from New York City. My party will consist of my two
youngest sons, ftfld Nellie, Gen. Babcock & myself. My intention is

HoN.

to return by way of the White Mountains, Lake Champlaign & Lake
George provided I can get back by the 22d inst. There is oothing
now to prevent my going at that time.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Blaine and family.
Yours Truly
U. S. GRANT
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ALS, DLC-James G. Blaine. "... Various theories are invented for the President's visit to
the last Speaker of the House ofRepresentatives, most of which include the satisfaction of
some personal aspiration of the Hon. Mr. Blaine. ... But if the purpose of the President"s
journey were authoritatively made known, it would doubtless appear that the President,
for a period of brief recreation, has simply exchanged Long Branch for Augusta." Bost-On
Transcript, Aug. 12, 1878. See letter to Julia Dt:nt Grant, i\ug. 17, J87S.
On [Aug.] 2, 187s, U.S. Representative Benjamin F. Butler of Mass., Boston,
telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock, Long Branch. "What day morning or evening will
President be here would he like to go to Maine from Boston by water or Revenue cutter
either day or night" Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. See Blanche Butler Ames, comp.,

Chronicles From the Ninetwzth Century: Family Letters of Blanche Butler a11d Adelbert
Amo, Married.July 21st, 1870(1957), I, 521-22.
I. On Aug. 6, USG, Washington, D. C., had telegraphed to Julia Dent Grant, Long
Branch. "I find I will be detained here until tomorrow Evening" Telegram received, USG s.
2. Aug. 11 .

Endorsement
Respectfully refered to the Sec. of State. Of course no privileges can
be accorded to foreign born citizens not accorded to all other citizens. But it may be proper to state to these people that it is entirely
improbable that they will ever be called upon to perform involuntary Military service.

u. s. GRANT
AuG.9TH,7S
AES, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Written on a petition of Allg. 8, I87S, from
Paul and Lorenz Tschetter and Tobias Unruh, New York City, to USG.• Whereas, we the
undersigned having lost by the new military law of Russia the privileges granted to us by
the Emperor Paul, for Evermore, that we Mennonites should be exempt from military
service-it being against our conscience and religious fairh; and Whereas, having heard
and read in many books of our brethern that Exemptions from military service exist in
the United States of America, we have been chosen to visit America to investigate this
matter. The result of these investigations is, that as far as understood our Mennonite
brethren already settled in this country have been called upon to serve during the late civil
war; although they declarnd it was against their conscience and r eligious faith, and that
they could get a release only by the payment ofthree hundred dollars each. We therefore
fear that in leaving and selling our homesteads and lands in Russia for a low pricespending almost all our money to make the long voyage to this country and to reach ou.r
destination, it rrught be the case that should a war break out and we should be asked to
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pay three. hundred dollars (or any other sum of money) for exemption from liability to
serve, it would have been in vain for us to emigrate and leave behind us our cherished
memories; and we would be no better off than in Russia. We the undersigned deputies
therefore most respectfully·beg to ask ofyour Excellency to allow to us and all our brethren
exemption from military service for the next fifty years, without payment of money on our
part for such Exemption. We also desire to be allowed to keep our German Schools in our
colonies, and to administer them according to our own rules as we have done in Russia.
We further beg to ask of your Excellency whether we shall be allowed not to serve as
Judges or jurymen; this being likewise' contrary to our religious faith, and leaving it a
matter of option with us to exercise the privilege of voting, or not as the c.ase may be, at
Elections-after we have been duly nat uralized as American citizens. When we shall be
able to show a written grant of these privileges on returning to our brethren in Russia, an
immense emigration from that country will take place; while in the contrary case only a
comparatively small number will leave-the greater portion being unwilling to emigrate
on uncertain hopes and run the risk of arrh;ng here as poor men without having bettered
their condition in any way. We most respectfully ask your Excellency's consideration of
this our petition, and as Early a response in writing as the case will admit of, .. ." OS, ibid.
On July g I, Jay Cooke, Philadelphia, had written to USG. "I take pleasure in introducing
M. L. Hiller, .Esq.,® eminent German citizen of New York, who is accompanied by a delegation of Mennonites from Russia, who design emigrating to this country in large numbers, and settling in our great Northwest whence they have just returned after a full examination of the beautiful lands in Minnesota and Dakota. Should this emigration take
active form and shape, there are 1•0,000 families i"n Russia alone, a majority of whom
would emigrate to this cou11try. Mr. Hiller will explain to you the object of his visit. These
people the M ennonites are somewhat similar to our Quaker population. They do not believe in wars or fightings, are moral, sober, frugal and industrious people, and desirable as
citizens of our country.'' LS, ibid. Copies of this correspondence are in OLC-Hamilton
Fish. See C. Henry Smith, The Coming ofthe Russian Mennonitu: An Episode in the Settling ofthe Last Frontier l 874-l884(Berne, Ind., 1927).
On Aug. 13, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish \\Tote to USG, Long Branch. "I beg
your indulgence to allow me to ex plain my hesitancy in preparing t he papet which is
asked in reply to the memorial ofthe Russian Mennonites which was presented to you, &
by you refored to me with ,an endorsement. They contemplate a colonization in large
numbers, in Minnesota & Dakotah & allege their religious principles by reason of which
they seek to avoid some of the incjdents of Citizenship, & to obtain certain immunities
They allege that some of their brethren already settled in this Country were called upon
during our late war, to perform military service, & could obtain exemption only by the
payment of three hundred dollars-They ask T for 'themselves & their brethren exemption from military service for the next fifty years, without payment of money for such exemption:' II To keep their own Schools mt:ftett' ~ & to administer tbero according to their own rules-Ill To be allowed not to serve as Judges or Jury men- IV That
it be optional with them to exercise the righ! of voting, after being naturalized-V. They
wish 'a written grant of these Privileges,' to shew to their brethren on their return to Russ ia, to 'induc~ an immense emigration from that Country' A letter accon1panying the
memorial contemplates the inducement by means of this 'written grant' of the Emigration
of upwards of .20,000 families from Russia Alone These people ~
say that if they
emigrate they will have to 'sell their homesteads in Russia for a low price- spend aJmost
all their money to make the Jong voyage & reach their destination'~ thftt & they seek
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assurance that if a war break out they shall not be called upon to pay a11y commutation for
exemption from service-It would be eas-y to answer them that there i.s no power in this
Country other than in Congress, which can give them any assurance whatever of such exemption-It is true, that we hope that there may not be another war for the next fifty
years. But should there be one, there is little doubt that the exigencies of the Govt may
make necessary a call for military service quite as extensive & as severe, as occurred during the Rebellion- They propose to settle in Minnesota, & in Dakotah, which will probably be a State within fifty years. The States regulate & control their Militia organizations, & determine who may be exempt 'The States alone regulate the Common Schools
and prescribe exemptions from Jury duty. I fear that even the qualified and guarded answer which you propose should be given, is one ~ ~ ~ that Circumstances may
prove not capable of the certainty of realization, & that should this large & interesting
community be induced ou the faith of a paper issued in your name to make the sacrifices
which they picture with much feeling, ofleaving their homes & their 'cher.i shed memories· & incur the large pecuniary loss which they must incur, & then within the fifty years
of t he future which no one can foreshadow, find the necessities of a War calling upon them
for Contributions, &finding as they must find the State laws, imposing military, Jury duty
& interfering with their Schools, they will imagine that the hope held out to t hem has
proved delusive-Pa.rdon me, my dear General, for these suggestions- but I cannot see
how any assurance such as these interesting people wish can, with any safety be givenand least of all in your name- It may be said to them that their memorial will be laid before Congress which alone can promise exemption from Military service in case of a
war-& that the States within which they may settle alone can promise them exemption
from Militia & Jury duty & concede to them the Conduct of their Schools. I suggest this
for your consideration and shall delay answering their memorial until I hear from you in
reply." ALS (press), DLC-Harnilton Fish. See Ernst Correll, "President Grant and the
Mennonite Immigration from Russia," Mmnonite Quartuly Review, 9 (July, 1936),
148-49; CR, 48 - 1, 570, 8054- 58, 3109-1 2 , 8262-66; HED, 48-1-1, part 5, I, xn-xm.

Endorsement
Respectfully refered to the Sec. of State. I think it would be well
to use the "good offices" of the Govt. for the release of the prisoners mentioned in this petition, and, if proper, for the surrender of
Gordon.

u. s. GRANT
AuG. 10TH /7S
AES, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Written on a letter of Aug. 9, 1878, from Governor Horace Austin of Minn. and Mayor George A, Bra.c kett of Minneapolis, Long
Branch, to USG. ~Pursuant to your suggestions made to us last evening when we called
upon you in behalf of the citizens of Minnesota now imprisoned in Manitoba for an alleged attempt to kidnap Lord Gordon, we respectfully submit the following written
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statement ofthe real facts of the case: Gordon was arrested in New York at the suit ofJay
Gould on a charge of swindling him (Gould) out of a large sum of money. The court ordered Gordon to give bail in the sum of thirty-seven thousand dollars ($87.000) or go to
jail to await the trial of the action. The late Horace F. Clark, and A. F. Roberts, an extensive commission merchant of New York, to both of whom Gordon had brought and p resented letters on his first arr ival in~ the city and who had not yet come to know that Gor don was a scoundrel and swindler, became his bail-thus saving him from the Ludlow
Street Jail. [n consideration of the kindness of Messrs. Roberts and Clark in thus taking
the responsibility upon themselves to save him from prison, Gordon absconded from the
city that very night and left tbose gentlemen either to pay the heavy bond or pursue,
capture, and deliver him to the sheriff in Ne,v York Gordon fled flPe+ through Minnesota
to Manitoba, British America. Mr. Clark, one of the bondsmen, subsequently died and
Mr. Roberts has pursued Gordon single handed. He took counsel of some of the ablest
lawyers of the New York bar, and among them of Judge Potter late one of the Judges of
the Court of Appeals of the state of New York, and they all advised him t hat he had a right
to pursue Gordon, capture him wherever he might be found, even in Manitoba, and return him to New York. Mr. Roberts, taking with him a duly certified copy oft he bail bond,
went to Minnesota on his way to Manitoba for that purpose, but was unable to proceed
further personally, and asked Mr. Brackett, Mayor of Minneapolis, to select and send a
good prudent officer to arrest Gordon for him ..• Having received such legal advice and
having full confidence in its correctness, (as he still has) Mayor Brack&tt detailed his Chief
of Police, Michael Hoy, to go into Manitoba, arrest Gordon and deliver him up to his bail.
Roberts delivere.cl him the certified copy of the bail bond and executed a power of attorney wher eby he const ituted Hoy his agent in the matter. Hoy was assured not only by
Roberts and Brackett, but also by Brackett's attorneys, that he would be running no r isk,
for that his mission was strictly a legal one. Hoy took Owen Keegan of Minneapolis aiong
with him as his assistant... . Hoy and Keegan arrested Gordon., put him into the wagon,
drove by Fort Garry to Pemb111a about four hundred (400) feet south of the International
Boundary line (as it had been previously established by the joint commission of the two
Governments and was then and there conspicuously marked) where they were met by one
Bradley, the English Customs officer at Pembina, and an aid, both armed with rifles, by
whom Gordon was released and the Amerkdll officers seized and returned to Winnepeg.. . . We would most respettfully suggest, Mr. President, that due respect to the rights
of our impr isoned countrymen and the dignity of the United States now require that
without further delay the Dominion officials be peremptorily required to surrender
Messers Hoy and Keegan, with their notorious prisoner, Gordon, at the point where they
were wrongfully seized, . . ." LS, ibid. Related clippings are ibid. On Aug; 11, Austin and
Brackett, Washington, D, C., spoke with Secretary of State Hamilton Fish on the same
subject. New York Times, Aug. 12, 1878. See ibid., July 11, 14, 25, 28, Aug. 4, 187S.
On Aug. 25, AG Edward D. Townsend twice confidentially telegraphed to Brig. Geo.
Alfred H. Terry, St. Paul, concerning reported preparations for the forcible rescue of the
American prisoners, sending copies to USG. ALS and AL (initialed, telegrams sent),
DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 5226 187S. On Sept. 5, Terry telegraphed to Townsend.
". .. Without formally announcing my intention to interfere I have taken measures to have
it understood that I will use troops to prevent any violation of British territory aud I have
taken responsibility of instructing the Commanding officer at Fort Pembina to use force
at once in case an attempt be made by any body of armed men to cross the frontier."
Telegram received (in cipher), ibid. Related papers are ibid. On Sept. 4 and 9, Austin,
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St. Paul and Duluth, telegraphed to Fish concerning the legal difficulties of the prisoners.
Telegram received (at 8:47 P.M.), ibid., RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters; copy, ibid. For the
resolution of the cases against the American prisoners and the imprisonment of ''Lord"
Gordon on charges oflarceay and forgery, see N ew Tork Times, Sept. 17, 1878. See also
ibid., Aug. 201 s 1, 1873; Hamilton Fish diary, Aug. 29, Sept. s, 1873, DLC-Hamilton Fish.

To Lorenzo L. Crounse
[Aug. 10, 1873]
[... with regret that one who has had so fully the confidence of) the
public should withdraw from a service where such confidence is so
much wanted, but with pleasure that your position and circumstances are to be so much bettered thereby. I hope you every prosperity in your new calling, and wish you the same cordiality and
friendship from your new associates that you take with you from
among your old.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT

L. L. CROUNSE,
CoR. NEW Y oR.K TIMES.
ALS {incomplete facsimile}, USGA; bracketed text from Sotheby's Sale No. li097, Oct. 26,
1983, no. 55. "Mr. L. L. CROUNSE, who has tong been attached to the staff of this paper,
has withdrawn from his position as our Washington correspondent, in order that he may
accept an engagement with Messrs. PAGE, Kmnen & FtE-rCHER, coal-tar distillers. . .."
New York Times, Sept, 20, I 87 3. For Lorenzo L. Crounsc's role in the Credit Mobilier investig-.ition, see HRC, 42-S-77, 818- 21. See also J. Cutler Andrews, The North Reports
Tlte Clvil %r{Pinsburgh, 1955), pp. 65-66.

To Julia Dent Grant
Augusta, Me.
Aug. 17th 1873
DEAR JULIA:

We returned to this place, from Bangor, about 11 O'Clock last
night. We had a very pleasant trip from Bath to Bangor on the Reve-
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nue Cutter stationed on this coast: but owing to dense fog we lost
our way and failed to reach Mt. Desert, for which place we had
started. To morrow morning we start for the White Mountains.
Mr. & Mrs. Blaine and two sons, accompanying us. We will be at
home on Thursday 1 early in the afternoon.-1 see by the papers
that you have had a desperate storm at the Branch! it did not extend to this place except as a gentle rain with much fog.
All well.
ULYS.

ALS, USG 3. On Aug. 19, t87S, USG, Mount Washington, N. H., telegraphed to Julia
Dent Grant , Long Branch. "Just reached this point all well start down by rail in an hour''
Telegram recdved, Mrs. Paul E. Ruestow, Jacksonville, Fla. For this trip through Maine,
N. H., Vt., and N. Y., see Boston Transcript, Aug. 14-16, 18-20, 1873; New York Timn,
Aug. 21, l87S.

t. Aug. 2 1,

Order
EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

August 22, 187 3.

The foregoing sentences in the cases of Captain Jack, Shonchis,
Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho alias One-Eyed Jim, and
Sloluck alias Cok, Modoc Indian prisoners, are hereby approved;
and it is ordered that the sentences in t he said cases be carried into
execution by the proper military authority, under the orders of the
Secretary of War, on the third day of October, eighteen hundred and
seventy-three.
U.S. GRANT, President.
HED~ ll-s-1-1~2. 97,183,202. On July 9, 1873, a military commission sentenced six
Modocs to death for thei r part in the Apr il 11 murders of Brig. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby
and peace commissioner Eleazur Thomas near Tule Lake, Calif On Aug. 1s, Secretary of
War William W. Belknap wrote to USG. "In accordance with your suggestion the proceedings in the case of the Modocs sentenced for the murder of General Canby and others
were submitted by me, today, to the Acting Secretary of the Interior, General Cowan.Mr Delano being out of town, to the Attorney General and the Judge Advoe.ate General.
The conclusion arr ived at after consultation was that the proceeding-s were regular, and
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that the sentence should be enforced. As some time will elapse. before the order can reach
the post at which the prisoners are confined, Friday, September 19th is suggested as the
day for the execution of the of the sentence, should you approve the finding. General
Dunn. the bearer of this, will present the proceedings to you for your action, and I have
requested him to read to yon the report of the Judge Advocate General in full." LS, DNA,
RG 94, Leners Rec.eived, 2418 1871; HED, 45-1-122, 94. On Sept. 10, USG issued an order. "The Executive order dated August 2-2, 1878, approving the sentence of death of certain Modoc Indian Prisoners, is hereby modified in the cases of Barncho, alias 011e Eyed
Jim, and of Sloluck, alias Cok, and the sentence in the said cases is commuted to 'impr'isonment for life, it 11ppe11ri,i~ fioettt ffle 1e.1~iffleP1, eefere ffle ~ y Ge1P11P1issie11 tflftt ff!e
~ii I"' i8111ters ttefefi ~ ift a sttl,e1 tl:it!nte ~ 11:ftd i-ft ehctiicnee fe ffte 6"ftt!t'!t 6f tfl-etl'
reeeg'fti!etl elotief. Alcatrzaz Island, -8 Harbor of San Francisco, Ca], is designated as the
place of Confinement." Of, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 2418 1871. HED, 48-1-122,
98, 20S. On Sept. 12 and l.'l, AG Edward D. Townsend wrote to Maj. Gen. John M.
Schofield, San Francisco. "ln transmitting the e.nclosed General Court Martial Orders
No. S4 commuting the sentence of the two Modoc Indian Prisoners, Barncho and Sloluck,
the President directs me to instruct you not to promulgate the order until shortly before
the time of executing the death sentence upon Captain Jack and the other three named in
General Court Martial Orders No 82 of August 28. 1878, when the commutation ofthelr
sentence is to be made known to the two prisoners concerned-Please acknowledge re1:eipt.rl "(1:onfidential) The President directs that as soon as possible after the execution
of Captain Jack, and the other Indians under sentence of death, you cause all other Modoc
Indians, including women, children, and scouts, to be removed to Fort D. A. Russell Wyoming Territory, where orders will be sent for their future dispositio.n. It is desirable that
these orders should not be made public any sooner than is necessary.'' Copies, DNA,
RG 94, Letters Sent. HED, 43-1-122, 98-99.
On Jan. 15, 187[3], John H. James, Jr., Sacramento, had written to USG. "Allow me
to call the attentio.n of your Excellency to the inclosed article from the Sacramento Union,
a leading and influential paper of this State, on the subject of the Modoc war, and the
provocations received by and the frauds and injuries inflicted upon them and other Indians by white men. This is not the isolated expression of a single newspaper; I have heard
elsewhere the same charge of ill-treatment received by the Modoc Indians, and I regard
it as due to those Indians, as well as to our own Government, to inform your Excellency
of this sentiment amo.ng people on the Pacific coast and in the vicinity of that tribe, that
such action may be taken as may be needful to prevent injustice being done them." Tbid.,
p. 288. See HED, 42-8-20 I.
In March, Bronson Murray, New York City, wrote to USG. "I beg you to hear one
\Vord for the forty or sixty men who stand on their defense in the lava-beds. There must
be some deep sense of right to sustain forty to sixty men, poor and naked, in a stand
against the millions which they know make up our nation. Our Army is to be employed.
Why against the forty to sixty? Why not against Oregonians? Why against either? 1f
true, what Steele is reported s.iying , 'The President knows the Modocs are not to blame
in this matter;' then, why should not the Army be turned against the Oregonians? Steele
says, you think misunderstanding is the cause of the difficulty. Then why employ the Army
against either. You have discovered the truth; misunderstanding on one side, and covetousness, greed, and fraud on the other? Why must one thousand rifles in cold blood
J·ange themselves, urged 011 by greed and covetousness, against forty to sixty who are not
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to blame in this matter? Destiny? Can you not stand guard between the two? Can you not
leave the Modocs at rest? Give them Jong Jong time. T brow upon Oregon alone the r esponsibility of this grave injustice? ls there no way but that our Army men must in their
breasts receive the bullets which are shot because of the greed and covetousness of the
Oregonians. It is not to provoke a correspondence or elicit a reply that I write. I know
your goodness and worth, all the nation knows it. I write in the hopes you will see some
way to stop things where they are." HED, 45-1-122, 273-74.
On April Is, Gen. William T. Sherman telegraphed to Schofield. " ... The Preside11t
now sanctions the most severe punishment of the Modocs, and I hope to hear t hat they
have met the doom they so richly have earned by their insolence and perfidy. . .. This is
Sunday. I will see the President this evening, and to-morrow will notify you of a'ny change
in the existing commands, if made, but you may be sure that any measure of severity to
the savages will be sustained." Ibid. (second ellipsis in original), p. 77.
On April I 7, en route to St. Louis, USG was interviewed at Pittsburgh about th~
Modocs. "... The pe;ice policy, which has been abused and condemned, strictly provides
for the stern punishment of Indians when circumstances warrant it; but innocent tri [be)s
should not be visited with punishment on account of the treachery of some particular one,
nor- should the peace policy entire be pronounced against for failure in thjs single instance, ... People would find fault at any rate. They condemned the severity to the Pic_gans, and are just as ready now to condemn us for too much leniency." New rork Herald,
April 18, I 873.
On April 19, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth S. Bladen, and Edward M. Davis, Philadelphia, petitioned USG and others. "W1th the desire to make you acquainted \\~th the feelings of a large number of your fellow citizens on the present 'Modoc trouble,' the Radical
Club of this city assembled at s o'clk on the 16th inst and adopted the following Resolutions which were ordered to be forwarded to you:-Whereas, The telegr:un from General
William T. Sherman, as published in Monday's newspapers, is revengeful and unjust in its
tone, and therefore, unworthy the dignity of a great nation; and Whereas, the innocent
men, women and children of the Modoc Indians are not responsible fo'r the acts of their
leaders, Resolved, That this Club offers this respectful remonstrance to the Executive and
suggests to those in authority on this occasion the practice of a merciful delay in such
summary punishment as has been advised. Resolved, That in the sorrowful result of the
Modoc trouble, we protest ag,a inst its being considered a failure of the peace policy, but.
rather a natural result of the war system, and that a general of the army, with the army at
his back, is not a suitable representative of the Pea<ie policy:· DS, DNA, RG 75, Letters
Received, Oregon Superintendency.
On April 21, Joseph S. Lowry, Berlin Heights, Ohio, wrote to USG. "I am informed
that you have ordered the extemtlnation of a certain Tribe of Indians out We"'-1. It grieves
me to think that you should have such advisers and more so that you should [---:) to such.
Please think how it will sound generations to come. U.S. GraTit Signed a death warrant!
to a whole Tribe of our human race and for what!! Nothing more than Ninety and nine
out ofevery Hundred ( 100) through out these United States and Territories are guilty in
the Sight of [GJo<l. Breaking one of Gods moral Laws ..." ALS, ibid., Letters Received,
Miscellaneous.
On May 6, J. L. Colhapp, Brownville, Neb., wrote to USG. "Feeling with every true
American, the sad predicament of our troops now after the Modoc [ndians in their natural fastnesses, I make bold to offer the following suggestion: If a shield made of steel, or
what will best resist a bullet, five feet in hight, and three feet wide with higes in the cen-
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tre could not be made light enogh to be carried by each soldier, under cover of which they
could advance even to the very mouth of caves or other position held by the Indians. ft
might be pierced with loop holes with a drop cap to close them when not used to fire throgh.
As the Indians use only small arms, these shield could be used as in. olden times. A dozen
of these could be so set up as to construct an impromtue fortress." ALS, ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 1886 1875.
On May 7, Col. James A. Hardie et ol., "Camp at South end ofTule Lake Cal.; petitioned USG. "In the engagement of the 26th of April 187S between the Modoc Indians
and the troops under command of Capt. Evan Thomas 4th Arty. Acting Asst. Surgeon
B. Semig U. S. A. was severely wounded while in the execution of his duty and has siJ1ce
undergone amputation of the left foot. Dr. Semig has served as an Acting Asst. Surgeon
in the Army for sever.il years and has invariably maintained an admirable character for
fidelity, courage and diligence. In view of his personal gallantry and his severe and lifelong disability, incurred in the line of duty, the undersigned officers of the Army on duty
with the troops engaged in the Modoc Expedition, respectfully recommend and request,
that Dr. Se!llig be appointed to a commission in the line of the Army, with a view to enabling him to be placed upon the list of retired officers." DS {29 signatures), ibid., ACP,
107 1874. On Dec. 7, 1874, USG nominated Bernard G. Semig as asst. surgeon, to date
from Nov. 10.
On May 9, 187S, 1 H, Rhodes, Oconto, Wis., wrote to USG. "Having become fired
in spirit and soul by the atrocities of the treacherous Modoc's. I herewith tender my services gratis pecuniary re.complenlse until until I send one dusk fy] (s] pirit to join my old
comm[an]der Gen'! Canby. I was clerk (for] Him in the Dept of the Gulf(.] I entreat I may
be granted papers as Scout, the woods has been my home since the Rebellion. I have shot
every thing but fodians now in the name of high Heaven grant me this pleasur and f will
ask no remuneration until T have taken a Red Skins scalp I am in want of nothing but a
chatJce to act-in memory to my old Commander Maj. Gen•J. E. R, S. Canby-If you desire reference inform me I sincerely request an immediate response, and orders to report at any point you may request and at my own expense until I have proven my ability..
ALS, ibid., Letters Received, 1876 187s.
Also on May 9, Norman K. Brown, Van Wert, Ohio, wrote to USG. "I have raised in
anticipation of a call for Volunteers to assist in settling the Modoc War, one hundred first
class men who have seen western service, and most of whom were raised among Indians
and are well acquainted with Indian habits. I wish to tender their service to the Government. I would go with them,-was myself raised among Indians since r was six years of
age. Governor Noyes has been written to and approves as far as the authorities of Ohio
are concerned. I can be ready, if you desire our help, within twenty four hours after [ shall
receive permission to go.... Late Col 64th 0. V. V. I Served through the [e]ntire war of
the Rebellion" ALS, ibid., 1887 t 87 s.
On May 20, Charles Comfort, Canandaigua, N. Y., wrote to USG. "Allow me to recommend to you to employ the Modoc Indians to be employed to conquer South America,"
ALS, ibid., RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
On June !j, Belknap, West Point, N. Y., telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock. "I sec by
the papers that Captain Jack has surrendered, please say to the President that if any orders are given to Gen! Davis, on the subject l hope it will be that he be tried by a military
Court,~ and executed upon conviction," Telegram received, DLC-USG, lB. On the
same day, Sherman wrote to Belknap. ''I have the honor herewith to enclose copies of the
two dispatches ofJune 2nd from General Schofield Commanding Mil. Divn of the Pacific,
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announcing the capture of the last of the Modocs, including the chief, captain Jack. I under$tand them all to be now in military custody, and most respectfully ask orders for their
disposition. I enclose also a copy of my dispatch to General Schofield in reply. It is so important that some just and lawful rule of action should be prescribed in advance for these
Indian matters (which must arise from time to time), that I most earnestly beg that the
present case shall receive the consideration ofthe highest law officer of our Government,
before some Indian Agent makes a fatal promise such as ls now urged for turning loose
the convicted murderer, Satanta, that I most respectfully ask the President to sanction my
present orders for General Schofield to hold all these Modoc prisoners in military custody
until they are disposed of according to the judgment of some competent tribunals or the
orders of the President himself. And further I earnestly recommend that Capt. Jack,
Schoch.in, and the others who were present at the Peace council when General Canby and
the Rev'd. Mr. Thomas were murdered be tried by a General Court Martial as violators
of military law.-that such of the other prisoners as are inclicted for murder by the civil
courts of Oregon and California be surrendered to the Sheriffs of the respective counties
on the proper requisition of the Governors ofsaid States, and finally that the rest of these
Indians be transported East, and be distributed among a tribe ea.sily guarded, say the
Winnebagos of Lake Superior. Thus the Tribe of Modocs would disappear, and the example would be salutary in dealing with other Indians similarly disposed and and similarly
situated." LS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, !i!418 1871; HED, 4.'l-1-122, 84-85. On
June 4, Belknap favorably endorsed this letter to USG. AES, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 2418 1871. HED, 48-1-122, 85. On the same day, Belknap wrote to Townsend.
~Deliver specially. Telegraph W T. Barnard at Telegraph office, Jersey City Depot when
President wilJ leave Washington. Barnard leaves tonight to see the President with Gen1
Sherman's recommendation as to disposition of Modocs favorably endorsed. He can meet
him on train, Should the President leave Wash'n tomorro\v morning. Inform General
Sherman on receipt of this that I have approved his recommendation and submitted it to
President for his orders. Also telegraph General Davis the President's and my appreciation of his success and ofthe labors of his officers and men." Copy, DNA, RG 108, Letters
Received.
Also on June 4, John M. Gordon, Norfolk., wrote to USG. ~. . . The Modoc·s name &
fame (who is there that does not admire his courage and heroism, tinged though it be,
with savage barbarity) in defence of his own soil, & wives & children, have gone abroad
throughout the land and J have done what I could to extend his reputation through Europe, Asia & South America, by sending copies of my appeal in his behalf to all the foreign ministers at Washington, to be laid up among their archives of office, where I shall
likewise send this letter to be filed, when printed. The fame of Julius Caesar was tarnished
with an indellible spot by his treatment of a brave German warrior Chieftan, who rode
boldly into his camp & surrendered himself to his clemency. He was put to a cruel & ignominious death, after his nation or tribe, has been extirpated. Hang the mighty Modoc
chieftain & 'yow· name & his will go down to posterity linked together in eternal fame &
infamy,' like those of Dr Wright & his murderers. In order to have this Communication
filed among the archives of the State Department and for no other purpose, I direct it to
Mr Secretary Fish & sign my own name.. . ." ALS, ibid., RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
On June 7, Attorney Gen. George H. Williams wrote to USG adyi.sing "that a military commission may be appointed to try such of the Modoc Indians now in custody, as
arc charged with otfe1wes against the recognized laws of war, aJ1d that, if upon suoh trial
any are found guilty, they may be subjected to such punishment as those laws require or
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justify." Copy, ibid., RG 60, Opinions. Printed in HED, 4.'l- 1- 122, 88-90; Official Opb1-

ions oftht Attorneys-Ge11eral, XIV, 249-55.
ln early June, a column ofModoc prisoners was attacked by unidentified whites, who
killed four. On June IO, Secretary of the I nterior Columbus Delano wrote to USG, Long
Branch. "The late murders of Modoc prisoners will increase our difficuJties and exasperate a public sentiment heretofore difficult to control. The opinion of the Attorney General, in favor of a Military Commission, will of course settle the questio11 so far as the assassins of General Canby and the Peace Commissioners are concerned. J am not certain
whether the decisions of this Commission are to be approved by the President before they
are executed, but presume they will be. ln view of these ideas, it has occurred to me to
consider First-whether the persons who lately murderd the Modoc prisoners are not liable to trial by the Military Commission already appointed. The war may be regarded as
so far ended as to forbid such trial. If so, may it not be well to consider the question of delaying the execution of the convicted Modocs until the authorities in Oregon shall have
arrested convicted and punished the late murderers. And under any circumstances will it
not be well to decline surrendering lo the civil authorities the murderers of the white settlers, wbo may not, perhaps, be subject to trial by the Commission, until it is ascertained
what is to be done with the whites who have murdered these prisoners My solicitude for
a wise, as well as a just and proper, treatment, of this subject, must be my apology for these
thoughts. This letter is not intended to call for a reply-but simply to present these ideas
to your mind for co11sideration and to have them matured." LS (pr ess), Delano Letterhooks, rtlinois Historical Survey, University of Illinois, Urbana, lli,
On June 11, Belknap, West Point, wrote to Sherman, West Point. "J am instructed by
the President to direct you to instruct Gen. Schofield to have the Modoc prisoners tried
by Military Commission, the proceedings of said commission to be sent to the President
for approval." Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters Sent, Militar y Affairs. HED, 45- l -122, 91.
Also on June 1 1, Bel\jamin Coates, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. " Will you per mit
one who is deeply interested in the success of your administration, and especially in your
Indian policy, which has gained for it the approval of all good men, and an enviable reputation t hroughout Christendom-which l trust is to last for future ages-to ask your
attention to the enclosed editorial articl[es) from the 'The Pr ess'-and 'The Evening Bulletin' of this city- which express the sentiment of the great maJority, if 11ot all of our best
& most intelligent citizens-And to ask you in the name ofJustice, & Christianity-ofour
common brotherhood--& the rights of man-that you will use all your power, and influence to secure equal and ezactjustice, to all mm, whether white men or red men-& that
t he same ~ortshall be used to secure the murderers of the Modocs while under tbe protection of the Government and Anny of the United States, as was used to secure the murderers of Genl Canby &. Commission T homas-I do not ask however that the 'Wam1
Spring Indians' should be employed to kill & scalp the white ruffians of Oregon,- nor that
the Modocs should be used as scouts & armed to kill these lawless white men-much less
would I ask for the 'utter extermination' of all the border ruffians of Oregon, & the women
& children belonging to them-But I would suggest that the white murderers & the red
murderers have meted out the same pu11ishment at the same time. . . . P. S. Will it not comport with your sense of right, that no [ndian shall be punished beyond imprisonment.until the white murderers a.re taken & punished with them?" ALS, DNA, RG 75, t.eners
Received, Oregon Superintendency.
On the same day, William Welsh and George H. Stuart, Philadelphia, wrote to USG.
uT he undersigned having been asked by you to assist the Government in civilizing and
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christianizing Indians, feel constrained to invoke your help in the present exigency. Unless the general government has both the disposition and the power to protect Indians
from violence and murder by its citizens, or to punish the -w rong doers, it is idle to attempt to restrain the red man from self protection according to his heathen usages and I!
is hardly just under such circumstances to punish him precisely as ifhe had been the original wrong doer The Modoc prisoners, as you know, surrendered on a distinct pledge,
that they would be dealt with justly, we therefore ask-I st-That they be tried by an intelligent and dispassionate Military Commission, and that the award be subject to your
approval, 2d That competent counsel be assigned to them sd That any sentence, beyond confinement in a Military prison or removal to a distant reservation, be suspended
until the murderers of defenceless Indian prisoners be apprehended, tried by the same
Military Commission, and the sentence be executed All the alleged crimes by Modoc
lnwans having been committed after hostilities had commenced and during a period of
war, we feel confident that you will not allow any of the prisoners to be handed over to
the State Authorities Those who are acting with you in an effort to deal justly with the
Indians, have an earnest desire to le,a rn through a military commission, all the facts bearing on the Modoc rebellion. It is alledged and believed that this tribe was subjected to a
treacherous massacre without any redress, or even an anempt to arrest the murderers:That CaptJack's band were not parties to a neaty under which a coercion was attempted,
that produced the war and its fearfuJ consequences;-That the people of Oregon hastened
the attempted coercion because the Modocs were arranging to abandon their tribal relations, that they might become Citizens of the United States and as-such to claim the land
on which they were located. So many important principles ~re involved in the ex_isting
difficulty that a thorough investigation and a deliberate consideration should precede final
action. As Indians cannot be protected by the authorities of the States and Territorys in
which they reside Indian wars can only be prevented when the Gen\ Government seeks
out, arrests, and tries by a Military Commission, those who wrong the Indians, as well as
the wrong doers among the Indians themselves.fl LS, ibid.
On June 12, Schofield telegraphed to Sherman asking that USG modify his orders
conceming the jurisdiction of the military commission. Telegram received (on June IS).
H.G 108, Letters Received. HED, 4.S-1-122, 91-92. On June 16, Belknap, West Point,
telegraphed to Sherman. ~President says he does not think it best to modify the order.
Lizzie left this morning in charge ofmy clerk Barnard." Telegram received (at 1:30 P.M.),
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. HED, 43-1-J 22, 92. On June so, Townsend telegraphed
to Schofield. "The Secretary of War instructs me to infom1 you that by direction of the
President you will cause no cases whatever to be brought before the Military Commission
except those of the murderers of the three officers assassinated by 'Captain Jack' and his
immediate associates; the three officers being General Canby, Doctor Thomas and Lieut.
Sherwood; and further to hold in MHitary custody all the other captured Indians, as prisoners of war, to be disposed of hereafter as circumstances may warrant. Acknowledge receipt." Copy, DNA, RG 94, Leners Sent. HED, 43-1-122, 92.
On JuJy 8, Alfred H. Love, Mott, and three others, Universal Peace Union, Philadelphia, petitioned USG. ". •. Feeling that you will appreciate our desire to do everything
ln our power for the good of our country, and the welfare of our fellow-men, we submit
that in the trial oft he c,onquered Modocs few of the citizens or soldiers on the Pacific coast
are in such a frame of mind as to dispassionately prosecute it; and in case of conviction
there will be haste and unfeeling executions, which we most earnestly desire to prevent.
And we furthermore desire to speak early, before any conviction, in beh;tlf of executive
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clemency, which we trust you will interpose in such an event; and it will, in our estimation, redound to the glory of our country and its civilizatlon, and the honor of your administration, ifno execution of the Modocs takes place... ." Ibid., p. 310.
On July J 8, John Beeson wrote to USG. ''At a public meeting held in Cooper Institute, June so. J87S, by unanimous consent a memorial was adopted as the sentiment of the
meeting, and a committee ofJohn Beeson and the Rev. Elijah R. Swachhavner, and the Rev.
William Williams, were appointed to present the same to President Grant, as follows: . . .
The so-called peace commissioners were under Canby's control, and were one-sided in
their work. Therefore, to the Modoc view the whole-affair was a strategy to entrap them,
for which General Sherman says 'all the military arrangements were made to enforce obedience.' A band oflndians. equipped as soldiers, stood ready to destroy them, and the Army
were surrounding them to prevent their escape, and the governor of California had commissioned sixty sharp-shooters to cut them down. Not only had Indians been repeatedly
put to death on surrendering, but even when assembled, by invitation, to make a treaty of
peace, the father of Captain Jack, with a number of his chiefs, were treacherously murdered, and the murderers were honored for the deed. So, if Canby and Thomas had met as
a peace-commission, invited by the Indians for that purpose, and were then, by treachery,
put to death, it was, in the lndians' view, but a just retribution for the white man's previous act, which the 'Great Spirit required,' their religion enjoining on the survivor of a
murdered kinsman to avenge his death or else be considered as a party to the wrong...."
Ibid., pp. s1.,-15.
On July 50, John M. Spear, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "As chairman of the committee of the Universal Peace Union, permit me to state that, since the address in behalf
of the Modoc Indians was presented and published, the committee have good reasons for
believing that the public mind is favorably changing in regard to these persons, and although informed that some of them have been convicted, yet it is thought by many persons that if the convicts are not immediately executed, and are kept under judicious restraint, ·the public will not eventually demand execution. In the course of the conversation
the committee had with you, it was your pleasure to say that, unless you altered your mind,
it was your intention to break up that tribe by placing some on the east of the mountains,
leaving others on the west. Thoughtful persons must approve of such judicious and
beneficent action on your part, ... Ibid., p. S22. On Oct. I, Spear wrote to USG forwarding a resolution asking commutation of the death sentences. Ibid., p. 326.
On Aug. JS, William Wheeler Hubbell, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. ul wish to submit to you for Mr Williams consideration and your own, a legal proposition in the Modoc
lndians Case. The facts first are-They are Savages, not within the code of civili.zed warfare, not conversant with our laws or Army regulations-and capable of judging only
from examples of other-s, both our own frontiersmen, and other savage tribes. SecondThey are the true owners of the soil for which they fought, by immemorial posscssory
right, and claim to have been led into a territory of starvation to them, by a treaty-If
this be true, The treaty was a fraud on them, We have no right to make a treaty with
them, which leads to their destruction by starvation, A Treaty to be valid must be mutually beneficial, or possess substantial considerations on both sides-If they did starve
on their reservation, They had in self preservation a right to return to their old home for
subsistence. Third-While Gen Canby's assassination deserves the severest penalty as
between civilited nations-Yet in dealing with savages, was it not rather the result of his
own imprudence, in placing himself in their presence without a superior power present to
protect him? Fourth-If it be tru.e as claimed by Captain Jack, that his people were deM
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coyed in a similar manner by frontiersmen, into a peace talk and then assassination, had
he not as a savage ground to assume the same to be 'legitimate warfare on his part? The
impression weighs on my mind, th_a t as matter of pure law and justice, we cannot hold an
enemy who has been taken in regular battle such as they gave, as a prisoner of war, and a
savage, liable under an article of war made only on 0\1r side, and not in any way assented
to, by his savage tribe-His rights over the soil although a savage, were sovereign by
nature, and absolute by an immemorial possessary right-He claims to have been defending these. l am clear, that we have no right to take his life; But have a right to hold
him as a prisoner of war to keep the peace,-And at the same time we are bound to provide the tribe with necessary subsistence, in consideration of our having taken the land,
and that living or subsistence which they had by their natural right, as their inheritance
from their fathers.lam sure your Excellency's sense ofJustice and humanity will lead you
to think of these points which l respectfully present as a matter of humanity, under a full
sense of your peace policy," ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. USG endorsed this letter. "Atty. Gn" AE (undated), ibid.
On Aug. 20, Thomas S. Malcom, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "In view of the fact
that Gen. Lee and his army, when conquered by the blessing of God upon yourself and
army, were suffered to go on parole would it not be consistent to suffer the Modoc Indians to go on parolr., provided they would consent to be taken across the Rocky Mountains
,md located in the Indian Territory? The people of Oregon would be permanently relieved.
If the parole was violated then the deserved penalty would be enforced. Our treaties recognize the Indians as independent nations. The murder of Gen. Canby was only an imitation of the murder of the relatives of Captain Jack and other Modocs twenty years ago.
My suggestion combines justice and mercy. Neither pardon nor punishment, but parole
with condition of removal." ALS, ihid., RG 94, Letters Received, 2418 187 1.
On Sept. 11, Wendell Phillips, Boston, wrote to USG. "The journals say the Modocs
are to be hung-I desire to protest against ir-believing that such an act will be murder
on the part of National Government. No government has a right to p11,11ish ttMes8 t+ 1"'6+eee those it calls subjects or citizens unless it has protected them in their rights. /lllegia11ce and Protection go hand in hand. T he Indians owe this Government no allegiance for
they have never had any protection from it in any of their rights. The Government has
obliged them to defend and protect themselves. To assume to punish them because they
have done so is mrirder-" ALS, ibid, 89H 187.'.l. USG endorsed this letter. ~war" AE
(undated), ibid.
Also on Sept. 11, Lewis Palmer, Conc,0rdville, Pa., wrote to USG. "I am a member of
the Society of Friends, for which however, I do not claim to be a Saint, but ifrightly knowing my own mind I have a strong desire for the advancement of truth and practical righteousness. l presume thou hast received many letters in relation to the Modocs, a nd, l do
not wish to be in any way troublesome: but as I sit in Meeting this morning the subject of
those prisoners arose before my mind and it seemed to impress me so forcibly that I believe it to be right to lay the case before thee, hoping thy judgment in the matter (be it
what it may,) will be for the very best. It appeared to me that the government that had
shown so much advancement in Christian charity, in its treatment of those lately in rebellion against it, should not now be stained 'lolith the blood of a few miserable savages;
poor, ignorant and deluded, yet withal men and brothers in the sight of the Infinite Creator of us all. And the proposition came before me, which I will state, in a spirit of love,
for thy consideration. It is that those prisoners may be sent to some island or place of security for the r:est of their lives. with or without some of the rest of their tribe, And that
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some one or more, be sent with them to have charge over them, that endeavors be used to
enlighten them in the better way of life and awaken in their hearts that sense of truth and
right which will lead them into a condemnation of their previous course. Now tho1.1gh I
have a good home, am surrounded with a family whom I love, and have no desire for
preferment in political affairs. Yet should there be no one more suitable, nor willing, to
undertake the task, my name is at thy command, for as undesirable to me is the undertaking, r would much rather do it, than to see the Christian name and power of this
beloved nation lowered in the sight of God and man.... 9 mo 24 1873 P. S. Since Writing the above I have deferred sending it hoping it would not be required of me, but l now
seem to feel it right to send it." ALS, ibid., RG 75, Letters Received, Oregon Superintendency. HED, 43-1-122, 326-27.
On Sept. 19, Delano wrote to USG. "Rev. Benjamin Hallowell, one of our most
influential, and most excellent Quaker brethren., handed me in person the enclosed petition, signed by himself, Mr. B. Rush Roberts, and Mr. Richard T. Bentley, in reference to
the convicted Modocs, also his letter to me requesting me to forward the petition to yoursel(-1 had a free conversation with Mr. Hallowell on the whole subject. There is no
doubt of his friendship and devotion to your administl'ation, and to you personally; and
his branch of the Society of Friends will very cordially sustain you in whatever opinion
may be arrived at, on the subject. Still, they felt it a duty to express their own opinion in
the manner set forth in their petition.- lndirectly, through the Secretary of War, I presume, I am confidentially informed on this subject, and I desire to say that this letter is not
intended to convey any request of my own~ Copy, Delano Letterbooks, OHi. See HED,
43-1-122, 328.
On Sept. 24, Zerah C. Whipple, Mystic, Conn., wrote to USG. "Permit me to say to

you without wishing to encroach too much on your valuable time that the Prisoners
(Modoc) now under sentence of death are ignorant untutored men, who have been terribly imposed upon and abused in former times by the whites. That in murdering General
Canby, they only acted out the lesson often taught the ln.dians by white men of disregarding the fiag of truce. That while this nation need not fear to let them live-in c.onfinement if need be, we have already a record too red with the blood of Indian's wantonly
slaughtered. Now is an opportunity offered to show our magnanimity as a nation, and for
you to give the world still greater evidence of your regard for the sacredness of human
life. I honor and love you for your noble action in favor ofgoodme[asures.J Your record is
already a bright on[e.J You have it in your power to a(d)d still greater luster to your administration by saving the lives of those condemned [ndians. Our Saviour as he writhed
on the cross in the agonies of death could say of his murders, "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.' God has placed you in a position where you hold the lives of
those Indians in your hand, and I pray you O President Grant, for give them for they kilew
not what they did." ALS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, S966 1873.
On Sept. 26, Elias H. Underhill, New York City, wrote to USG."[ feel a hesitancy to
add further weight to thy already onerous duties-but I believe I am prompted by the
right spirit to thus address thee and urge upon thee in the cause of humanity civilization
and christianity to i nterpose the clemency thou art delegated with to commute the sentence of the convicted Modoc's to imprisonment- .. :· ALS, ibid., 3964 I 87S. On Sept 28,
Sarah W. Underhill et al., "Members of the Society Friends-meeting house on 27th St
near 6th Ave," petitioned USG using similar l.angvage. OS (36 signatures), ibid.
On Sept. SO, Sarah T. Rogers, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "One more appeal on
behalf of the poor oppressed Indians who have been condemned to death this week. Be
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pleased I pray thee cause a suspension of the terrible. execution. And a better plan of correcting the evil, will yer be pointed out. Spare their lives, Oh spare, Is the breathing desire
of a sister to all h111naility, and thy sincere friend-" ALS, ibid., 3965 1873.
Also on Sept. so, Edward S. Cox, Salem, Mass., wrote to USG. ··1 notice that Six
Modoc [ndians are sentenced to be hung October sd for the murder of Genl Canby and
Rev. Mr Thomas.-Can each ofthese six be equally guilty? Were they all principals or accessaries? Must it be that six men are to be hung for the murder of 2 men? Surely, there
should be ,io doubt about each one being equally guilty before taking away all their lives!
Perhaps if they could talk plain English, it might appear by pr oper explanation, that all
do not deserve hanging! I pray you, Mr. President, to be sure of their equal guilt before
taking away their lives which you never can restore to them! Have you taken any measures to arrest the three white men who stopped the horses, and shot 5 or 6 Modoc prisoners who were being conveyed to a ranche manacled in a waggon? If not, it is very wrong
and unjust to hang these 6 Modocs' until you have the 3 white murderers of 5 or 6 Modocs caught and hung also .. ." ALS, ibid., 1-006 187.S.
On Oct. s, Secretary ofState Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary. "The Secretary of
War states that this is the day for the execution of the Modocs; it appears that the sentence of two of them has been commuted to imprisonment to life, the remaining four are
to be executed, and the members of the tribe surviving are to be distributed among other
tribes, so as to destroy their tribal organization. The public announcement of this is not
to be immediately made as the Government does not intend to surrender to the State of
Oregon those individuals now under indictment." DLC-Hamilton Fish.
On Feb. 10, 1874, USG wrote to the House of Representatives. "I have the honor to
transmit, herewith, reports from the Secretaries of the War Department and Department
of the Interior, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 7th ofJanuary last, requesting 'copies of all the correspondence between the different
Departments of the Government and the peace commissioners during the war with the
Modoc Indians, in Southern Oregon and Northern California, during the years 1872 and
187S; also, copies of all the cor respondence with, and orders issued to, the military authorities engaged io said war up to the period of the removal ofsaid Modoc Indians from
the States of Oregon and California.'" HED, +s-1 - 122. See ibid., +s-1-1, part 5, I,
-442-50; Keith A. Murray, Th~ Modors and Their ll'tlr(Norman, Okla., 1959).

To William W. Smith
Long Branch, N. J.
Aug. 27th 187 s,
DEAR SMITH:

I have been intending to answer your letter every day since my
return from the White Mountains. Whether we will be able to pay
you a visit this Fall will depend on the condition Mr. Dent may be
in at the time of leaving here. If he should be in condition to move

SEPTEMBER

5,

f07

I 873

about the 15th of Sept. we will send him, in charge of good attendants, to Dr. Sharpe's to remain until our return, and myself and
family will pay you a visit of about one week. Possibly Nellie and I
may go even if the balance cannot. Of this however I will advise you
more fully later.
All send love to £msy, the children & yourself,
Yours Truly

U. s. GRANT
i\LS, Washington County Historical Society, Washington, Pa.

To Norman M. Smith
Long Branch, N. J.
Sept. 5th 1873.
Srn:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
21st ult. inviting me to be present at the Seventh Annual re-union
of the Society of the Army of the Cumberland in Pittsburgh on the
17th & 18th ofthis month, and beg you to accept my sincere thanks
for the invitation and the very friendly manner in which you urge
its acceptance.
Should it be so that I can be present at the re- union when the
time arrives I shall do so with great pleasure.
Whether 1 may be fortunate enough to be present or not I trust
the meeting may be a very happy and pleasant one.
[ am very truly yrs.
DEAR

u. s. GRANT.
To CoL. NoRMAN M. SMITH SECTY. &c.
PITTSBURGH, PA.

Copy, OLC-USG, II, 2. Society <ifthe Army <if the Cumberland: Seve11tn. Reunion Pittsburgh
1873 (Cincinnati, 1874), pp. 111-12. On Sept. 17, 187.'!, USG spoke at the reunion. "It affords me great pleasure to meet again so many ofmy old comrades. I never had the pleasure of a command with you, but I had the pleasure of being immediately connecH:d with
your distinguished leader, who has added so much luster and glory to the Army <ifthe Cum-
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berland.'' Ibid., p. 40; New York Tribune, SepL 18, l 878. USG arrived late in Pittsburgh
because of a railroad accident. See -ibid., Sept. 19, 1878.

To Hamilton Fish
Long Branch, N. J.
Sept. 8th 1873

MY DEAR GOVERNOR;
Although your letter of the 5th must have been received on
Saturday I have only this moment seen it. I shall not be in Washington during your present stay there and therefore write to approve of the course you propose to adopt in regard to the registry
of the British indemnity bonds.
There is only one matter that I think about which I would like
to consult about at this time, ftftft that is the recognition of belligerency to the Cuban Patriots. It looks to me that the republic of
Spain is by no means assured. Should a monarchy prevail money in
the shape of a loan will be a necessity to the new government. All
the European powers,-and the European money lenders-would
be interested in sustaining a Monarchy but would not lend without
security. What else has Spain left as collateral but Cuba? That once
pledged nations furnishing money would become interested in supporting their debtor. I am very well aware however that these are
not proper reasons to assert for recognizing belligerency but they
are proper ones to consider as bearing upon the subject. 1
I do not think now that I shall return to Washington until I do
so for the Winter, probably about the last of this month.
Very Truly Yours
u. S. GRANT
HoN. HAMILTON F1sH
SEC. OF STATE

ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Friday, Sept. 5, 187.S, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish,
Garrison, N. Y., had written to USG, Long Branch. "Sir Edward Thornton informs me
that he will be prepared, next week, probably on Tuesday, to make the formal payment of
the Alabama Iodemnity. I understand from him that a large part of the money is already
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in the Treasury, & that the payment will be made by tbe delivery of Treasury Coin
Certificates. l shall go to Washington on Monday. The act of :id March directs that the
money be immediately paid into the Treasury, & used to redeem so much of the public
debt-and that an equal amount be inve.~ted in five percent registered bonds to be h eld
subject to the future disposition of Congre,~s. The act doe,~ not specifically direct in whose
name those bonds shall be registered, but as all the Diplomatic trust fw1ds are registered
in the name of the 'Secretary ofState' r suppose that these are to be registered in the same
manner. Unless you are of opinion that they should be otherwise registered the same
course will be adopted with respect to the proceeds of the Geneva Award-I shaU be very
glad to receive any instructions which you may be pleased to give me in this matter-and
as I shall remain some days in Washio,gton, it will give me pleasure if l can attend to
any thing for you, whiJe there I have had a house full all Summer, with several invalids.
Mrs Rogers unexpected confinement here has given us a Grandson, & has detained her
large family at Glenclyife-so that we have had a family of thirty the larger part of t he
Season. Pray present my wifes & my kindest regards to Mrs Grant ...'' ALS (press), ibid.
On Sept. 9, Fish wrote to USG. '1 enclose a letter this day received from Mr Washbume,
covering one-to you, (also enclosed) which he requests me to read-but being sealed, I am
unable to know its contents otherwise than as tbe subject is indicated in the letter to meMr Washburne has the same opinion of Mr Glasgow's official character, that l believe that
I expressed to you-The Geneva Award was paid this morning, & has been paid over by
me to the Treasury, & a Registered bond of fifteen & a half millions-5% is being prepared to issue in the name of the Secretary of State, in trust subject to the future disposition of Congress-I shall be detained here some days-probably through this week-if
you shall be at long Branch in the early part of next week l will go there on my way to
Garrison; or at such other time as you may name-The weather here is lovely-qu.i tecool
enough for comfort-" ALS (press), ibid. See PUSG, 19, 482-SS. Fish arrived at Long
Branch on Sept. 15 to find USG boarding a train for Pittsburgh. USG explained that he
had only that morning read and answered Fish's letter of Sept. 9, prompting Fish to note
"how little tbe affairs of Government trouble the Pres.ident." Fish diary, Sept. 16, 1873,
DLC-Hamilton Fish. See Nevins, Fish, 718-19.
1. On Sept. 16, Fish wrote in his diary about USG's Cuba policy. "Four years ago last
August (in 1869) under the influences of Rawlins (then Secretary of War) he .h ad made up
his mind to recognize belligerency and directed the preparation of a proclamation to that
effect, which proclamation was prepared and signed by him, and countersigned by me; but
the seal was not affixed, although the President signed the warrant for its being affixed. I
succeeded then in satisfying him that there was then no justification for the recognition.
Rawlins died shortly thereafter and thereupon was a cessation of agitation (so far as affecting the President) of the 'recognition' question. The President has more than once
since thanked me personally. and spoken of it to others, that I prevented his doing what
would then have been an unjustifiable Act. Lately he bas once or twice su.ggest ed that it
might be proper now to make the recognition-I do not know who is talking to him about
it." DLC-Hamilton Fish. See Nevins, Pish, 236-48; PUSG, 19, 234-36.
On Feb. 19, "A delegation of prominent colored men, representing, in part, the
Cuban Anti-slavery Society of New York," presented a petition to USG requesting that
the U.S. grant belligerent rights to Cuban rebels. "The President said that certain correspondence had been going on between the Spanish government anti that of the United
States, which cannot be made public until called for by Congress. He appreciated their
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feelings of sympathy for their brethren in Cuba, and would do all he could consistent with
Iris views of public duty towards furthering their wishes." St. Louis Dem-0crat, Feb. 20,
1873.

To Mary Grant Cramer
Long Branch, N. J.
Sept. 9th 1873
DEAR SISTER:

On Monday next 1 I start to take Jesse to school, and then for
Pittsburgh to attend the meeting of the "Society of the Army of the
Cumber land." Will be back about the last of the week. I would like
you to make your visit while I am at home and want mother to come
with you as well as Jennie and Mr. Corbin. If you have made no
arrangements to start earlyer suppose you come say on Saturday
week and bring the children with you.
I am just in receipt of a letter frotn Mr. Corbin, and one from
Mr. Clarke,2 asking me to attend the Fair 5 next week. Please say to
Mr. Corbin, and Mr. Clarke too if you see him, that I had an invitation from Senator Freelinghuysen to stay with him during the Fair
which I had to decline because I shall be absent during the week.
The Army of the Cumberland was the one commanded by Gen.
Thomas. They have their reunions annually, to all of which I have
been invited, but it has so happened heretofore that I could not attend one of them. As I have attended one or other of the Army
Society meetings almost every year I feel it a duty to attend this one
now, and have informed them that I will be present.
My kindest regards to all,
Yours Truly
u. S. GRANT
Mas. MARv G. CRAMER.
ALS,CLU.
I. Sept. 15, H!73.
'l. Pr.obably U.S. Representative Amos Clark, Jr., of N.

Corbiu, Sept. 13, 1872.

J. See letter to Abel R.

SEPTEMBER 10,

2 ll

J 873

!l. On Friday, Sept. 5, 1873, USG had written to Edwards Pierrepont that "on
Thursday I visit the Monmouth County Fair, to be held at Freehold, the county seat."
Charles Hamilton Auction No. -5. Oct. 8, 1!16•~. no. 80.

To Adolph E. Borie
Long Branch, N. J.
Sept. 10th 1873.
M Y DEAR MR. BORIE:

Your letter of to-day inviting Gen. Sheridan, Fred. & myself
up to dine with you, at the Dell, next week is just received. It would
afford me great pleasure to accept but my engagements are such
that I shall not be able to do so. On Monday I I go to Phila with
Jesse to put him at school. We will go out and spend the night with
Jay Cooke,'1 near the school, and on Tuesday morning enter him.
The afternoon of that day I dine at Gen. Paterson's with the surviving members of the old Aztec Club;' and leave in the evening for
Pittsburg to meet the Society of the Army of the Cumberland on
Wednes evening. Gen. Sheridan and Fred, I presume, will be with
me, but, of the fact I do not know certainly. Gen. Sheridan will be
down to-morrow, to remain over Sunday, and I suppose will take
Gen. Patterson's and the Pittsburg meeting in route.
Mrs. Grant and Nellie send love to Mrs. Borie & Miss Sallie.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
ALS, PHi. On Sept. 29, 1875, Adolph E. Borie, PhiJadelphia, telegraphed to USG. "Committee from an old Saving fund intend calling early tomorrow will you not see them at
once" Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On the same day, Orville E. Babcock replied to
Borie. "The President will see the Committee on thei.r arrival" Copy. ibid.
On Oct. 29, Wednesday, USG wrote to Borie. "Ca'nt you com e down and spend Saturday & Sunday with us? Of course Mrs. Grant would like to have Mrs Bori to, but we
do'nt want it to count on the Winter visit which we shall expect.'' ALS, Haverford College, Haverford, Pa.
I. Sept. 15.
2. See Ellis Paxson Oberholtzer, Jay Cooke: Financier qf the Civil ITT!r(Philadelphia,
1907), II, 421.
s. See PUSG, I, S88-89; letter to J. & J. Dohson el al., Oct. 2, 18 71!.
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To Henry D. C-Ooke
Long Branch, N. J.
. Sept. 12th 1873.
DEAR S1R:

Your letter of resignation of the office of Governor of the Territory of the District of Columbia is received, and it is with regret
that I accept it. You being the first Governor of the District of Columbia since the present form of civil administration has been applied to it, I am aware of the labor you have been called on to perform in organizing and systematizing new forms and modes of
administration, and also how zealously and ably you have performed
these duties.
Under your administration of the affairs of the Territorial government of the District of Columbia, assisted as you have been by
able and energetic subordinates, the national capital has advanced
toward what it should be with a rapiruty that astonishes and pleases
every one who has been away from it for a few years and returns.
If your successors in the office give the satisfaction you have
property owners in the District of Columbia, the people at large,
and all who have an interest in the nation's capital will have reason
to congratulate themselves on the new form of government given to
them.
Yours truly

u. s. GRANT
HoN. H. D. CooKE,
GOVERNOR, TERRITORY,

D. C.

Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. See PUSG, 21, l!J4.; letter to Elihu B. Washburne, Feb. 22, 1872.
On Sept. JO, 1873, Henry D. Cooke wrote to USG. "l beg to tender my resignation of the
office of Governor of the District of Columbia, to take effect on Saturday next, the ISth
inst. [ am urged to this action by the fact that t he combined demands from my private
business and my public duties have been so exacting that I am no longer able to meet both
or either of these demands as thoroughly as I could wish. Yet, it has been my sincere purpose so to administer the Government of the District as best to promote the welfare of the
people of all classes, and to advance the national capital to that position which it ought to
occupy as the seat of the National Government. This purpose has been ably seconded by
the other officers of the District Government, and especially by the Vice President of the
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Board of Public Works and n1y other associates of the Board, whose energy, courage, and
comprehensive judgment have achieved such brilliant results. l have also to thank you,
Mr. President, for the unvarying confidence you have reposed in me, and for the substantial encouragement and support you have gives to me and my associates in the management of the affairs of the District." New 'fork Times, Sept. 1•~, 187$. USG appointed
Alexander R. Shepherd as governor, D. C., to replace Cooke. See ibid., Sept. 8, 14, 1878.

To Oliver P. Morton
Washington, D. C. [Sept.

19] 186[73]

Your dispatch of this date received. To purchase exchange beyond the amount government must have abroad to pay NtMtl Navy
& State Department demands is wholly inadmissable & illegal. To
purchase bonds with the Forty-four Million reserve is of doubtful
lege~ity expediency and is certainly imprudent. All assistance of the
govt. seems to go to people who do not need it but who avail themselves ofthe present depressed state of the stock market to buy clividend paying securities, thus absorbing all assistance without meeting the real wants of the country at large. This will necessarily go
on until balances are settled in all former stock gambling operations
either by settlements or the breaking of operators. Money will t hen
begin to resume channels oflegitimate trade. The convening ofCongress at this time would, in my judgement, have a most depressing
effect upon the country. It would unquestionably extend the panic
and increase its violence.

u. s. GRANT

ADfS, DLC-USG, IB, Endorsed as sent to U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton of lnd. On Sept.
19, 187S, Morton, New York City, had telegraphed to USG. "Results of today indicate imminent danger of General national. bank panic tomorrow saturday unless government releases legal tenders by purchase of bonds. Government funds now in bands of national
Banks should not be drawn upon but should be increased. without such action it is impossible to move western produce and - we cannot hope to avoid universal panic throughout the Country. Immediate action necessary. This dispatch is the result of consultation
with the most prominent commercial men here who are not in stock it is hard to see how
the course suggested could do harm under any circumstances, and it may avert a disaster
too great to be comprehended" Telegram received, ibid. See New 'Jbrk Tribune, Sept. 22,
1873; William Dudley Foulke, Life ofOliver P. Morto11 ( 1899; reprinted, New -York, 1974),
II, 317~18. On the same day, 11 :S5 P.M., Thomas Murphy, New York City, telegraphed to
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USG. "Relief must come immediately or hundreds if not thousands of our best men will
be ruined" Telegram received, DLC-USG, 18. An incomplete telegram to USG dated
Sept. J 9 from Thomas Hillhouse, a.s st. treasurer, New York City, and another possibly
from John Hoey, are ibid.
Also on Sept. 19, Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson telegraphed to
USG. "Both despatches received. I have promptly directed the assistant Treasurer at new
york to purchase ten million bonds tomorrow saturday and have notified the associated
press so that it will be known all over the country in the morning" Telegram received, ibid.
On Sept. 24, Richardson telegraphed to USG, Long Branch. "If the panic continues unabated to-day, we must decide at what amount to limit bond purchases. The Treasury
must be kept strong for the sake of its own credit, and to afford relief to the country after the panic is over. If you concur, 1 would limit the amount to about twelve millions and
stop there; and if all the banks suspend by agreement, I would stop at once. I don't think
it is well to under take to furnish from the Treasury all the money that frenzied people may
t:all for." Frank Warren Hackett, A Sketcli ofthe Life and Public Services ofWilliam Adams
Richardson (Washington, D. C.. 1898), p. IOI. See Nevins, Fish, pp. 696-70.~.
On Aug. 16, Richardson had telegraphed to USG, "Care Hon J G Blaine Augusta
Me" "Syndicate have today made another subscription for fifteen million 16 000 000 new
live (5) per cents bonds & I have called in for redemption on equal amount of six (6) per
cent five twenties (5 20s)" Telegram sent, DLC-USG, IB. On Aug. 28, Richardson wrote
to USG. "l have devoted considerable time this summer to the investigation of the condition of the commerce of the country this year as compared with former years and am very
much pleased at the favorable exhibit. I have had some tables prepared which I will present to you on your return to Washington. A general statement will, however, convey a
very good idea of the the state of affairs. The export of merchandise (exclusive of coin)
for the year ending June 50th I 87S was $691.894.1'0 I For the year end June S0th I 872
492. 111.9SS. Showing an increase last year of nearly a hundred millions in the value of our
exports of merchandise over that of the previous year. This increase was to some extent
in each of three fourths of the articles exported, but was the largest in cotton, which rost
from $182,988,91!5. in 187~ to (in the year ending June SO. '7S) $250,187.472. showing au
increase of more than forty seven millions of dollars. In bread and breadstuffs there was an
increase of more than fourteen millions, and in provisions an increase of more than eigh•
teen millions. In iron and steel and manufactures of the same, an increase of $1!.567.58 I.
In leather. boots, shoes, &c $ I .620.0'1,9. The import.r of the two years are very nearly
the same. For year ending June SO. '72 $626,595,077 For year ending June SO. '75
652.8 I 6.9 14. 1n coin there was also a favorable change. The excess of exports over imports
for the year ending June 30. 1872 was $66.135.845 For the year ending June SO. 187S it
was 54.108.f- .] J t hink the gold in the country incrfeas)ed somewhat during the past
year, according to the reports from the mines, and that it is still further increasing every
ooonth. We know that the coin in the Treasury has considerably increased during the past
six months and that we are muoh stronger now than we were early in the spring. We were
at one time weak but have now passed the point of weakness, and I hope to be still
stronger. The surplus of receipts over expenditures for the present is comparatively small
on account of the reduction of the tariff and the requisitions on the new appropriations
which became available on and after July I st I think it best therefore to buy few bonds
and to sell gold to about t he same extent as we have done for the past few months in order to keep the currency balance strong, preparatory to the autumn business, when it will
be more needed by the merchants. Sometime ago you expressed a desire that Mr Freder-
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ick Douglass might be .s ent abroad with a party in charge of bonds. T have seen Mr Douglass and have said to him that you were anxious to do something for him and had suggested my commissioning him to go to Europe on this business if he would like to take
such a trip. He seemed very much pleased with the consideration and with t he mission and
wil.l go with the next party ifwe have occasion to scud a party before his lecture season
begins The Syndicate are moving on slowly but satisfactorily and it is probable that we
may have a call for more bonds in London between this time and the first of November, although it is by no means certain, as they have quite a supply there now. The Geneva award
money is all, or very 11early all, transferred to this country, about five millions of it in
bonds and coupons from London, and the balance in coin. By next week Saturday, when
the award will be paid probably the amount transferred in bonds will be increased. The
whole transaction will theu be completed without the least disturbance of the finances of
the country. On the contrary I think it has had a favorable effect upon the coin balance
because it has put into the market bills of exchange which have been purchased by merchants instead of gold, with which to settle their foreign indebtedness and so bas prevented the export of coin. I shall be able to issue to Mr. Secretary Fish new five per cent
bonds to the extent of the Geneva award next week, immediately on the payment to him
of the money, and with that the Syndicate have nothing to do. The newspaper report that
the Syndicate was to have a commission on the amount was, of course, an absurd statement as all their reports about financial matters always are. The Department and the Department business are very quiet and these few matters seem to be the only things of consequence enough to to trouble you about." ALS (tabular material expanded), USG s. On
Sept. I, Richardson telegraphed to USG; Long Branch. "Reduction in public debt during
August sLx million seven hundred thousand (6,700,000) dollars. Coin on hand eighty seven
million (87,000,000). Currency on hand twelve million ( 12,000,000)." Copy, DNA, RG 56,
Telegrams Sent.

To Julia Dent Grant
[Sept. 20, 1873]
DEAR JULIA:

f will be compelled to go to New York City where I have
telegraphed Sec. of Treas. to meet me. 8etttt Train leaves in one
bour. Send valise with black suit comes brushes &c. and change
of underclothing. Matters are worse in New York than yesterday.
Senator Morton and several others have telegraphed that it is of the
utmost importance that I should go.
ULYS.

ALS (undated), USG s. On Sept. l!0, J 87S, at 5:00 P . M., USG arrived at the Fifth Avenue
Hotel, New York City, to consult about the stock market crisis. See Philadelphia Public
Ledger, Sept. 22, 1873.
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To James R Casey
New York, Sept. 2-Ist, 1873
DEAR CASEY:

I understand Nellie is at the 5th Av. Tell Buck so and say to him
to remain in the City until to-morrow evening and return with her.
I go to Washington to-night so as to be on hand if further action is to be taken.-The report of assemblages about the Savings
Banks is a canard.

u. s. GRANT

Typescript, Herman Blum, Philadelphia, Pa. USG arrived at Washington, D. C., on Sept.
22, 1873. See Philadelphia P1,blic Ledger, Sept. 23, 1873.

To Edwin L. Stanton
Washington, D. C.
Sept. 22d 1873.
DEAR SIR:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 19th inst. resigning the office of Secretary of the District of
Columbia. I accept your resignation with regret that the District
government will lose so valuable and efficient an officer.
Trusting that through your future life, whether as a public
officer, or in the practice of your profession, the same marked success will attend you,
I remain very truly

u. s. GRANT.

Enw. L. STANTON
WASHINGTON, D. C.

HoN.

Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. Edwin L. Stanton, appointed receiver of the First National Bank,
had written to USG. ''I hereby resign the office of Secretary of the District of Columbia.
I beg leave at the same time to express my appreciation of your sready friendship for the
D istrict and its people, and the benefits you have accomplished for them.'' New To,-k Herald, Sept. 23, 1873. Stanton, bor n ill 1842 in Steubenville, Ohio, oldest son of Edwin M.
Stanton, graduated from Kenyon College ( 1863), worked as a confidential clerk in the War
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Dept., studied hiw under his father, and was admitted to the D. C. bar ( 1868). USG appointed Richard Harrington as secretary, D. C., to replace Stanton. See New York Times,
SepL2.'I, 28, 187.'I, Nov. 19, 188•~.

To Hamilton Fish

Dated Washington D C [Sept.] 27th 1873
To HoN. lliMTLTON. FISH SECY OF STATE GARRISON. N. Y
Arrangements have been made to protect all Government drafts of
Jay Cooke & Co and on Clews and Co-Thorough the House of
Mo~gan and Co No change will be necessary at present unless it
may be to direct Consuls to remit for the present to the latter named
House

u. s. GRANT
Telegram received, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Sept. 26, 187.'I, Friday, Secretary of State
lfamilton Fish., Garrison, N. Y., had written to USG. "The failure of Clews Habicht & Co,
the Government Agents for the Department of State, in London, seems to render necessary some change. 1 am advised from the Officers of the Treasury that the amount in their
hands, as per late-~t report, can be but small. But remittances may have been made to them,
from the Consuls, since the last quarterly report (July I) and our Ministers & Secretaries of Legation have letters of Credit on them & draw for their Salaries. On !st October the next quarterly remittances will be made by Consuls, & drafts by Ministers &c for
their Salaries. If you think proper instructions can be .m1t by Cable to our Ministers, to
instruct Consuls not to rem.it to Clews Habicht & Co on I st Octr & to designate any other
agency. It may be necessary also to make provisions for protecting the drafts of our Representatives abroad on this House-& especially to enable them to draw for their salaries
&c on l st October, It may not be deemed adviseable to return the Governmnt accounts
to Barings, who possibly might tak.e occasion to r esent their withdrawal, although I do
not think they would.] think that the placing of the accounts in the House of Brown, Shipley & Co (the English firm of Brown Brothers Co of this Country) would give more
confidence, than any other. This House has a higher credit than any other American
House, & I have reason to believe that eif1ter each of the other American Houses would
prefer Brown & Shipley to any other than ffH!ftt themselves. Should you approve of this,
or should you prefer to place the accounts with either of.the other Houses, & will inform
me by telegraph what house ynu select, I will telegraph to our Ministers, & will endeavour to make arrangements in New York for the protection in London, of drafts on Clews
Habicht & Co which may have been drawn. I will defer my return to Washington until
Monday night, in order to see parries in NY on Monday, if you will by telegraph advise
me tomorrow, of the House which you will select. I have no doubt that 13rown Bros will be
ready to make every necessary arrangement. I will remain here until Monday Morning
unless you wlsh a more immediate return to Washington." ALS (press), ibid. On the same
day, Fish wrote to Orville E. Babcock. "I send by this mail a letter to the President which
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it is important that he read tomorrow. Please see that it reaches him without delay.. • ,"
ALS (press), ibid.
On Sept. 25, J. & W. Seligman & Co. twice wrote to USG. "We would respectfuly offer our services to the Government in paying any Drafts of your various Departments in
London, which by rea$on of t he late suspensions may possibly not meet with prompt acceptance. The members of our London house who are all citizens of the U.S. would be but
too glad to be of service to the Government" uThe suspension of Mess Clews & Co may
endanger the prompt acceptance of drafts drawn under the authority of the State Department. Ifyou will permit or desire it, we shall take pleasure in calling to our London house
Mess Seligman Bros to intervene for the honor of our Government in case of any Contingency of that kind or in Drafts drawn by the Navy Department occurring" L (p~e.ss),
J. & W. Seligman & Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.; microfilmed, University of Oklahoma,
Norman, Okla. On Sept. 26, J. & W. Seligman & Co. wrote to Babcock. "I understand that
some persons are endeavoring to misrepresent us with the President, as having been inimical to Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co,, who suspended last week. . . . " Typescript, University
of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla. See PUSG, 19, s21.
On Oct. 2, Fish wrote in his diary. "I call upon the President with reference to a
telegram from Jay respecting drafts on London and wishing to know what the arrangements are referred to in his letter to me oflast week respecting the financial Agents in
London. He states that Drexel immediately upon the announcement of the failure of
Clews, Habicht & Co., had telegraphed to Morgan in London, a credit of $500,000. and
instructed bjm to protect all drafts of Government on either Clews Habicht & Co. or Jay
Cooke, McCulloch & Co. and that he had no objection to Morgan being the Government
Agent. 1 inquire whether I shall instruct our Consuls to make remittances to him, and say
that it w'd be a disappointment to some oftbe American Houses. To which he replies that
he would prefer that it should go to Morton, Rose, & Co., as a permaJJence. 1 suggest to
him Brown, Shipley and Co. remarking that it is the strongest of any of the houses and
bills on that house can be more easily disposed of by our Representatives than on any
American House. He says he would prefer Morton's House viz Morton, Bliss & Co, in New
York: Morton, Rose, & Co. in London." DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Oct. 4, Morton, Bliss &
C.o., New York City, wrote to USG. "We are informed by letter from Honble Hamilton
Fish that you have given him authority to offer to our Londot1 firm, Messrs Morton, Rose
& Co, the position of financial Agents for the State Department in London.
desire
to tender to you our grat eful thanks for t his mark of your confidence and r egard, . .."
L, USG 3.

·we

To Horace B. Claflin and Charles L . Anthony
Washington, D. C. Sept. -27th 1873

To MESSRS. H.B.

CLAFLI N

1

AND CHARLES

L. ANTHONY 2

G ENTLEM EN:

In response to the views you have communicated to me touching the present stringency in the money market of the country and
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the necessary steps to restore confidence and legitimate trade and
commerce, I have the honor to communicate the following:
The Government is desirous of doing all in its power to relieve
the present unsettled condition ofbusiness affairs, which is holding
back the immense resources of the country now awaiting transportation to the seaboard and a market. Confidence on the part of
the people is the first thing needed to relieve this condition ofaffairs
and to avert the threatened destruction of business with its accompanying disasters to all classes of the people.
To re-establish this feeling t he Government is willing to take
all legal measures at its command; but it is evident that no Government efforts will avail without the active co-operation of the banks
and moneyed corporations of the country. With the fourteen millions already paid out in the purchase of the Government indebtedness and the withdrawal of their large deposits from the Treasury,
the banks are now strong enough to adopt a liberal policy on their
part, and by a generous system of discounts to sustain the business
interests of the country. Should such a course be pursued the fortyfour millions of reserve will be considered as money in the Treasury
to meet the demands of the public necessity as the circumstances of
the country may require.
Close attention will be given to the course pursued by those who
have the means at their command, of rendering all the aid necessary
to restore trade to its proper channels and condition, with a view of
strengthening the hands of those who carry out the measures above
indicated. Orders have already been issued for the. prepayment of

the interest accruing in November.

I am very truly
your obt. svt.

u. s, GRANT.
Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. This letter was widely reprinted. See letter to Nathaniel A. Cowdrey, Oct. 6, 187 s.
On Oct. 2, 9, and 15, 1873, U.S. Senator Georges. Boutwell of Mass., Groton, wrote
to USG. ~The stir in New York with its results over t he country brings to mind the events
of 1869. In t he present crisis the government stands well, and its action, especially your
letter, is ,ipproved generally. The aid given by the Treasury was in excess of what my
judgment at the moment a pproved; but aid was essential and it was effective. The accumulation ofmoney in New York, when money is abundant in the country, is t he chief cause
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ofthese per iodical troubles; and this accumulation is due largely to the payment of interest on deposits by the banks. This practice we have tried in vain to prohibit, but I hope
the lesson of this autumn will not be lost upon Congress and the country. Berlin is on the
brink of a crisis apparently, due also to the aggregation of money in that capital by unnatural causes and in immense sums. The French indemnity has stimulated speculation
and investments; the return of vast sums of the money paid by France to the commercial
and -financial centres, London and Paris, will bring panic and bankruptcy. These evils may
be transmitted to this country directly through houses having business connections with
Germany, or indirectly through London. I speak ofwhat is possible and natural; there may
be other forces of which I am ignorant that tend in an opposite direction. If these views
are of any value they are so as suggesting that the government may be called upon to lift
again, though I think the crisis is over for this country. After all the few that are hurt are
of little moment compared with the mass of people and the great majority of business
men who are uninjured. Wall Street -1lways dist urbs the country whenever their gambling
brings its proper reward. Be pleased to present my regards to Mrs Grant ..." "I received
your very great favor of the 5th instant two days ago, and 1 must now not only ask you to
excuse the delay that has already occurred, but also ask you to allow me further time to
reply in full to the questions you do me the honor to propose. Unhappily, as r now t hink,
I have promised to lecture in New York upon financial questions on the 21st of this month.
The preparation will require some time, and I now fear that I must delay my answer to
you till after thet the day named. I did not intend in my former letter to criticise the policy of the government in making large purchases of bonds; indeed, I think the course was
wise; but rather to say that at the time the government moved r should have inclined to
buy a less amount. The end was well, and I agree with you that a less active and comprehensive policy would have failed probably." "After more delay than has been agreeable to
me I have written out my views upon the topics mentioned in your esteemed favor of the
5th inst. At the best I can only claim that I make a frank statement of my present opinions, destined, likely enough, to undergo changes. By December l trust we shall be on a
Smooth sea.~ ALS., OHi.
On Nov. 9, W. A. A. Carsey, George W. Maddox, and H. M. Walton, New York City,
wrote to USG. "The undersigned committee of the federa.l Council of the lnternatiom\l
Workingmen's Association of North America, on behalf of the workers of this country,
would respectfully call your attention to the necessity of calling a ~pecial session of the
Congress of the United States, for the pur pose of providing ways and means to meet the
financi-al and labor crisis now upon u,s. By promptly calling Congress together and instituting the measures in internal improvements recommended by your last message to Congress you will furnish employment to the thousands ofworkingmen thrown out ofemployment by the failure of our swindling contract labor system; and by authorizing the issue
of sufficientlegal tenders you can cure our financial troubles caused by a lack of currency,
and thus enable our Western crops to be broug.h t to market at profitable rates to the producers. If nothing is done for the masses until the regular meeting of Congress it will be
too late for the government to prevent a total wreck of our financial system, and our
people will be in a bankrupt, starving con<iition, and needless suffering will be endured iJ1
the midst of plenty. We believe you will act, and not give occasion for your enemies to say
that by your delay and lack of statesmanship you allowed the producing institutions of
your· country and its people to be destroyed while considering the means of relief, when
called upon by both the press and the people of the country. All of which is urgently submitted." New 'l'ork Herald, Nov. 11, 1875. For Maddox, see New York Times, May 1, 1875.
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I. Born in 181 I in Mass., Horace B. Claflin moved to New York City in 184-S and
prospered selling dry goods.
2. See New 2ork Times, May 28, 29, 1874-. On Jan. 29, 1873, Charles L. Anthony,
New York City, had written to USG. ''Your kind note of the 27th inst is at hand also an invitation to attend your state dinner o n Wednesday next-Nothing would give me more
pleasure, as it is the first time I have been thus honerd on such an occasion. Shall give you
notice before the close of the week whether I can attend-I want to see you much that we
we may settle our little diferencies amicably-our personal acquaintance has been short.
It may not be proper for me to say that I have been your friend for years, not that J expect
or desire anything in return, but for what you have done for your country" ALS, USG S.
On Oct. 19, USG wrote to Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson inviting him to dinner to discuss financial matters with "Mr. Anthony." Paul F. H oag,
May 1959, no. 29. See letter to John E. Williams, Oct. 19, 1873.

To David Hunter
Washington, D . C. Sept. 29. 1873

My DEAR GEN ERAL:
I have just received, and read with very great inter est your report ofservices during the rebellion. It throws light upon some passages of history during the rebellion which I never before thoroughly understood, and proves conclusively to my mind not only
that your services have not been appreciated at their full value, but
that they would have been much greater and more effective if your
suggestions, while in command of the Dept. of the South, had been
heeded-I can very well understand how pressure, in time of such
a momentious struggle, may have forced Mr. Lincoln to do you a
seeming injustice when his judgment and sympathies both approved
the very course you recommended. I am glad you were called upon
for this report and hope it will be generally read. Thousands will now
commend your foresight who might, at the time, have condemned
your recommendations as totally impracticable and impolitic.
I am, very truly
your obt. svt.
GEN. DAVID HUNTER

u. s. A.

u. s. GRANT

Copy, DLC-USG, U, 2. See David Hunter, Report<!/' the Military Services efGe11. David
Hunter .. . ( New York, I 87g ).
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To Nathaniel A. Cowdrey
Washington, D . C. Oct. 6th 1873.
MY DEAR MR. COWDREY:

Your letter of the 29th ult. was duly received, and read, as was
your previous letter. Neither required answers particularly and
hence I did not answer them at the time. Your last letter however
contains one sentence that it seems proper I should reply to; that is
as to an implied threat to the National Banks contained in my letter
to Messrs Anthony & Claflin. Nothing was further from my mind
than a threat. My whole object was to restore confidence to the public mind, and to give assurances that the Government would give all
the aid in its power, keeping in view at the same time the solvency
of the National Treasury. You, and all bank Presidents, know more
about the condition of your banks than I can possibly know. In turn
I, through the Sec. of the Treas. know more about the financial condition of the government, its ability to render aid, &c. than any disconnected person from the administration of its affairs can know. I
alluded to the fact that the forty-four million retired notes in the
Treas. would be regarded as money in the Treasury, subject to use,
for t he purpose of showing that the means are at hand to give the
relief we promise.
I do not believe the present panic will work to individuals half
the injury it will work general good to the country at large. Our
monetary system is the creation of necessity. It has no elasticity, but
in other respects it is the best that has ever been devised. No one
now distrusts the value of his paper dollar: on the contrary it is seized
and hoarded with the same avidity now that the gold dollar has been
in former like adversities. The panic will call attention to the defects
in our monetary system, and will, no doubt, lead to legislation to relieve the want of elasticity. The panic has brought Greenbacks about
to a par with silver. I wonder that silver is not already coming into the
market to supply the deficiency in the circulating medium. When it
does come-and I predict that it will soon-we will have made a
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rapid stride towards specie payments. Currency will never go below
.silver after that.
The circulation of silver will have other beneficial effects. Experience has proven that it takes about forty millions of fractional
currency to make the small change necessary for the transaction of
the business of the country. Silver will gradually take the place of
this currency, and further, will become the standard of values which
will be hoarded in a small way. I estimate that this will consume
from two to three hundred millions in time, of this species of our
circulating medium. It will leave the paper currency free to perform
the legitimate functions of trade, and will tend to bring us back,
where we must come at last, to a specie basis·. I confess to a desire
to see a limited hoarding of money. It insures a firm foundation in
time of need. But I want to see the hoarding of something that has
a standard value the world over. Silver has this and if we once get
back to that our strides toward a higher appreciation of our currency will be rapid.
Our mines are now producing almost unlimited amounts of silver, and it is becoming a question "What shall we do with it?" I suggest here a solution that will answer for some years-and suggest
to you bankers whether you may not initiate it-to put it in circulation now, keep it there until it is fixed, and then we will find other
markets. The South and Central American countries have asked us
to coin their silver for them. There has never been authority oflaw
to do so. I trust it will now be given. When it is given it will be more
than the equivalent ofbecoming exporters of articles ofmanufactories which were previously articles of import. Orders will come for
large amounts of coin. It will be all in silver while payments are not
necessarily so. We become the manufacturer of this currency, with
a profit, and will probably receive a portion of our pay in the more
precious metal.
I have thought much about the recommendations I should
make to Congress, and have changed slightly in regard to banking
laws, since I last had the pleasure of a personal interview with you.
[tis not necessary to state what those changes are because they may
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t.mdergo further modification. I shall give to the subject however my
sincerest thoughts, and will court the views of others.
[ have written this hastily but if it calls forth any views you
would like to express I will be -glad to hear them.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
I wrote this confidentially to you, but withheld it doubting the
propriety of sending it. ( beg now that it shall be kept confidential.

U.S.G.
Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. On Oct. 11, 187 3, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Nathaniel A. Cowdrey,
president, Continental National Bank, New York City. '"The President desires me to acknowledge the r&eipt of your letter of yesterday, and in reply to say that he will withdraw
his objections to your making use of his letter of the 6th inst. and that you have his permission to make such use ofit as you think proper. He does not think the omission of any
part ofit necessary." Copy, ibid. See New York Trib11ne, Oct. 13, 14, 1873; HRC, 1'4-2- 185,
89; SRC, 44>-2-703, 89; HMD, 49-1-396, part J, p. 89.
On Oct. 16, Alexander Alison, London, wrote to USG. "I take the liberty of enclosing you an Article wh1oh appeared \n the Globe of this City in 1871 on the issue of Bank
Notes by the State which I hope may not be uninteresting to you at a time when the monetary affairs of the United States are so disturbed. I observe that it is proposed in America to return to Specie payments but it may be that it would, in present cir cumstances, do
more harm than good. The Bank of England suspended cash payments in 1791 and remained so till 1819 when Sir Robert Peel enabled the Bank to return to Specie payments.
This reduced the value of property one half, and caused much suffering for a number of
years and the same might happen in America if she should now ret'urn to cash payments. _. ." ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received.

To George H. Stuart
Washington D. C. Oct. 9th 1873.
MY DEAR MR. STUART:

Your letter of yesterday is received. I regret the inability of the
Evangelical Alliance to visit this city on any day except Wednesday
of next week. When waited upon by Drs. Tiffany and Sunderland I
explained to them, in full, why I desired to be absent from this city
on that particular day, but stated that if no other day could be arranged for I should feel compelled to do as circumstances have
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forced me to do for the last five years-write an apology. On reflec-•
tjon however, and on receipt of requests and dispatches received
since the announcement in the papers that I was to recejve the Alliance on Wednesday next, I feel constrained to express my regret
that 1 shall not be able to receive the.Alliance at the time they have
fixed for the reception.
The first troops commanded by me during the rebellion remained under my command, with accretions, until the Army organization was changed into Army Corps and distinct armies. My
command was named the Army of the Ten. ttntt divided into four
Corps. I continued in the direct command of that Army until my
command was increased, in the fall of /68, to that of a Military Division, the Army of the Tennessee forming an important part of it.
My command was afterwards increased to embrace all the Armies.
Thus you see I was the first Commander of this Army, and it continued under my command, directly or indirectly, to the close ofthe
rebellion. Under these circumstances they claim my attendance at
one of their reunions. I had positively accepted their invitation before being made aware ofthe movements ofthe Evangelical Alliance.
Under all these circumstances 1 must express my regret again that
I shall not be able to meet them, in this city, unless their stay should
continue until the Saturday after the time previously fixed upon.
Very Truly Yours
U. S.GRANT
ALS, DLC-George H. Stuart, On Oct. 8, 1873, Wedne,5day, USG bad telegraphed to
George H. Stuart, Philadelphia. ~cannot leave on Wednesday at any hour and be in time.
The Meeting is in Toledo on Wednesday" Telegr.1.m received, ibid. On Oct. Io, USG twice
telegraphed to Stuart, Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City. "Your despatch recd wiU have
to adhear to terms of my letter ofyesterday still hope that I may have the opportunity of
meeting the alliance on Saturday or some future dayµ "To see the alliance on tuesday at
hour named would not differ from meeting them next day morning r regret exceedingly
that the day could not be fixed for monday or saturday" Telegrams received, ibid. Stuart
drafted a reply on the second telegram. ~The Expectation of seeing yourself has Excited
so much Enthusiasm that we are completely mortified at thought ofdisapointmnt Many
of them sail Wed11:e9day for home ne1tt week & they cannot be kept till Saty-We will ~ive
up lunch Tuesday to arrive at $ to 4 Cant you relieve us by meeting us Monday in Philand. at 4 to JO-Tickets sold for meeting Phil meetg" AOf, ibid. The Evangelical Alliance, uniting various Protestant denominations, held !ts ,5ixth general conference in New
York City Oct. 5-12, then met in Philadelphia on 0 (;t. 15. SeeNewTork Timts, Oct. 2, 1873.
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On Oct. I 1, Levi P. Luckey wrote to cabinet officers. "The President desires me to
inform you that he will not leave for Ohio until next Tuesday evening & that the regular
Cabi11et meeting will be held on that day.~ Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
On Oct. 14, Rev. Otis H. Tiffany presented an international delegation of the Evangelical Alliance to USG at the White House. USG respi,mded. "It affords me very great
pleasur·e to welcome this Alliance to the capital of this great natlon, which I feel ,is the
freest of all natio11s to work out the problem of your mission." St. Louis Democrat, Oct. 16,
1873.

On Oct. 15, USG spoke at Toledo. "COMRADES oF THE ARMY OF T HE TtNNESSEE:If there is any occasion in the world likely to provoke a speech from me, it would be that of
meeting with you; but I know I should, under any circumstances. fail. Then. after the address you have just heard, I should hesitate to speak to you. I am proud to meet you again
after a full term of enlistment in the United States army-a period offive years. I repeat,
I am very glad to meet you again, and hope l shall not be kept away so long again in tl1e
future as in the past from these pleasant reunions." Report ofthe Proceedings ofthe Sodety
of the Army of tlte Tennessee, at the Seventh Annual Meeting, . .. (Cincinnati, 1877),
pp. 140-/411.

To Anthony J. Drexel
Washington, D. C. Oct. 10th 1873.
Mv DEAR MR. DREXEL:

Your letter of the 7th inst. was duly received, and I enclose in return $1900 oo/too which you were so kind as to expend for me,
with many thanks for the favor. With the exception of a few bottles
of Champagne and one bottle of red wine, none of it has yet been
opened. So far as tested however it has proven of excellent quality,
better than I would be likely to get if I was to purchase here, and at
a saving of from thirty to forty pr. ct. 1
I hope the worst of the panic is over, and that general good
may flow from it. It looks to me as if a great preparatory step towards resumption. The shrinkage of values necessary to resumption has been precipitated, losses have been met, and I sincerely
hope inflated and speculative values will not obtain again until we
get on firm ground. There is no reason now why silver should not
begin to flow out, and when it does l predict that greenbacks will
never again be below par for silver. The circulation of silver will liberate vast sums of currency, held in small parcels through the country by people who would prefer silver to paper. It would supply a
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market for a product of our mines now becoming a drug, and do
other good.
My kindest regards to Mrs. Drexel 2 and the children; Mr. Childs
and numerous family.
Yours Truly
U, s. GRANT
To MR. A. J. DREXEL
S4

SOUTH THI.RD ST. PHJLA.

Copy, DLC-USG. U, 2.•
1. On Nov. 12, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Anthony J. Drexel, Philadelphia, al\d
Chester A. Arthur, collector of customs, New York City. "Your letter of the 10th to the
President was received yesterday and he desires me to convey to you many thanks for your
kindness. T enclose to you his check on Drexel, Morgan & Co. for $4S7.50 and check on
National Metropolitan Bank $2,714.14. $.'1. 151.64 the amount of the bill for the Champagne, which Gen. Arthur writes the President this morning has safely arrived in
New York." ''The President wishes me to thank you for your kind Letter notifying him of
the arrival of the Champagne, and request you to forward it to him here, with the exception offive (5) dozen quarts which he wishes me to request you to send up to Hon. Thomas
Murphy with 'the Compliments of the President."' Copies, ibid. On Jan. 28, 1875, Luckey
wrote to Drexel. #The President directs me to write you today in reply to your letter of
yesterday, as be is so busy that he cannot get an opportunity to write you himself during
business hours. By his direction I enclose his note for $SOOO at four months for the note
due Jany. s1st, with the request that you will send him a memorandum of the difference
to make up the amount due." Copy, ibid.
2. On Jan. 24, 1874, Drexel telegraphed to USG. uMrs Drexel is dangerously ill,
Fannie and I will have to give up our contemplated Visit to Washington,• Telegram received, ibid.• IB.

Endorsement
[Oct. 1s, 1873]
Refered to Governor Kellogg of La. with the suggestion that he
nominate Gen. Paul O Hebert, of La. as the third Commissioner ett
tlte JttH'f' ef contemplated by the two acts of the legislature of the
state, providing for Levee Commissioners.
General Hebert graduated at West Point No 1 in the class of
1840, served as an officer of the Engineer Corps so long as he remained in the Army, resigned to live in La. where he was born and
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raised, served as Col. of Volunteers during the Mexican War, and
was afterwards Governor of the state, and, I think, for some time as
state Eng. He is as well qualified by education and natural ability as
any man who could be selected for the superintendence of any Eng.
problem, and with his intimate acquaintance with the Levee system
in the Miss. Valley he is the man of all others I should select if the
responsibility fell upon me.
AE (undated), Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Sang, River Forest, lit.; copy, OLC-USG, II, 2.
Written on a letter of Oct. IS, 1873, from U.S. Senator J. Rodman West of La. to USG,
"suggesting the propriety of indicating his preference of some person qualified by character and education for member of Levee Commission created by a law of Louisiana.n
Copy, ibid. In I 873, Governor William P. Kellogg of La. appointed Paul 0. Hebert to the
state board of engineers. See Albert Le0t1Ce Dupont, "The Career of Paul Octave Hebert
Governor of Louisiana 1863-1856,r Louisiana Historical Quarltrly, S 1, 2 (April, I 948),
6S8-4S.

On March 25, 1871, John Ray, president, Louisiana Levee Co., New Orleans, had
written to USG. "By the provisions of the 1st. clause ofSection 2, ofan act of the General
assembly of the State of Louisiana entitled 'an act Relative to the Louisiana Levee Company, a Corporation organised under the General Laws ofthis State constituting it a body
politic and oorporate with certain powers, priviliges and franchises, and contracting with
said Corporation for the construction, maintenance and repairs of certain Levees, and
providing for compensation therefor' Approved February 20th 1871, it ,is provided 'That
in order to maintain a uniform and perfect system, the location and dimensions of all levees to be constructed, maintained, repaired and kept in repair and managed, shall be determined by a Commission of three Engineers, to be appo'inted as follows.' To wit 'One.
by the Governor of the state of Louisiana, who is herby authorised and directed to appoint
said Engineer within so days. after the acceptance of the terms of this act by the said
Company as herin provided, one by the Louisiana Levee Company, and one by the Goverment of the U11ited States (a Copy of the Act of the General Assembly is herewith transmitted for your examination) The General assembly of Louisiana do not claim the right
to call on the United States to appoint one of the Engineers to compose this Commission,
but in consequence of the immense importance of the object in view and looking on the
protection of the Delta of the Mississippi River from annual overflow, by the erection and
keeping in repair, Levees properly located and built, adequate to that purpose, as a great
national as well as state, or local interest, it was deemed proper, and very advisable in order to get the benefits of the Engineiring Department of the United States and to have a
Commission formed of the best Engineiring skill of the Country, and appointed in such
manner as to secure impartiality and efficiency, to ask the United States to appoint one of
the Engineers to compose this Commission and which it is hoped will he done The Directors of the 'Louisiana Levee Company' deem it proper to lay this matter before you in
an official form, and request such action in the premises as in your judgment is proper,
hoping the United States will act as requested in the premises." LS, DNA, RG 77, Letters
Received. Governor Henry C. Warmoth of La. favorably endorsed this Jetter. AES (undated), ibid. On April 18, the U.S. Senate authorized USG "to detail an officer of engineers,
who, together with the engineer appointed by the Governor of Louisiana and the one ap-
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pofoted by said company, shall proceed to determine the location and dimensions of all
levees to be constructed, strengthened and repaired as required by the contract between
the State of Louisiana and the Louisiana Levee Company." D, ibid. On April 25, Brig. Gen.
Andrew A. Humphreys, chief of engineers, endorsed these papers with a recommendation
that an officer be appointed if decisions ''would involve no re,~ponsibility on the part of the
U.S., ... -although the limited number of Engineer officers and the large number of works
of survey, construction, &c of the Engineer Dept'mt. render it somewhat difficult to name
an officer whose services may be ,immediately available, without interfering with the official duties of the Engr Dept." ES, ibid. See CG, 42-1, 109, 753; HMD, -~2-2-211 , 344,395.
On Feb. 2.2., 1872, Warmoth, New Orleans, wrote to USG. "I have the honor to state
that the Louisiana Levee Company created by an act ofthe Legislature ofthis State is now
in practical operation, and to suggest that you appoint a Commissioner in accordance with
Section 4 of the supplement,LI act of the same. In this connection, I would state that the
appointment of Col. R. C. Wood would be acceptable to me, to the Levee Company and to
the planting interest generally throughout the State," LS, NN.
On July 28, 1873, Orville E. Babcock, Long Branch, wrote to Gen. William T. Sherman. "I am in receipt of your letter with that of your classmate's. I have submitted them
both to the President, who says that it would afford him pleasure to appoint Mr Hebert to
the position he mentions ifhe was to make any appointment. He says he has never recognized the right of the state to impose upon him the duty of any appointment, and he docs
not iutend to fill this place,-that if he wished -to fill the place, no one would in his opinion be better than Mr H." Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On (Oct. 4], USG wrote. "Invite Gn.
Sherman, ifin his office, to dine with me at s p. m. to-morTOw to meet Gn. Rebert" AN
{undated), DLC-William T. Sherman. On OcL 4, Levi P.. Luckey wrote to Sherman conveying this invitation. ALS, ibid.
In early 1874, serious flooding on the Mississippi River led to food shortages. On or
about April 24, USG wrote to Hebert. "Before receiving the resolution authorizing the
issue of assistance to the Louisiana sufferers, I directed the commanding general to send
all the rations of flour, meat, rice and beaus he could to the people now in distress." Clipping, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 162 7 1874. On June 22, USG signed an act creating a commission of engineers (three officers and two civilians) to study flooding on the
river. USG appointed Hebert as one of t he civil engineers. On Jan. 25, 1875, USG submitted the commission's report to Congress. Copy, ibid., RG 130, Messages to Congres~--

IJED, 43- 2-127.

To John E . .,,Villiams
Washington, D. C.
Oct. 19th 1873,
DEAR S1,R :

Your letter, with others to the same purport, has been laid
before me (by Mr. C. L. Anthony. He has also stated the views of
leading financiers as to the present stringency in monitary affairs,
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its effect on the country if it continues, &c. 1 have well concidered
all the propositions made, but cannot see any legal way of giving the
aid in the manner asked. But cannot the Bank Presidents be brought
together and resolve to aid each other, and the business interests
generally. The government then will do all in its power.-Tomorrow I will concider the question with the view to do all in my power
for the relief now so much needed.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT

JoRN

E.

WILLIAMS,

EsQR

PRES. MET. NAT. BANK

ALS, Gilder Lehrman Collection, NNP. .John E. Williams, born in 1804 in Newport,
R. (., became president of the Metropolitan Bank, New York City, in 1857. On Oct. 23,
1878, a correspondent reported from Washington, D . C. "It is certain that the letter from
President Grant to Mr. John E. Williams makes no allusion to the issue of the legal-tender
reserve, nor to the purchase of ex.change, ... The Secretary of the Treasury was preser1t
at the conversation with Mr. Anthony, who was the bearer of the letter, and when the letter itself was written. lt was a short note, and no copy was ta.ken. T he President, it is represented, did tell Mr. Anthony that he would be glad to issue the reserve if he could be
convinced it could properly be done at this juncture, and would be glad to aid by the purchase of exchange if there were any law permitting it... ." Nn.u York Times, Oct. .24, 1873.
See ibid., Oct. .28, 1878, Sept. li t , 1877; Hamilton Fish diary, Oct. 2 1, 1878; letter to
Horace B. Claflin and Charles 1,. Anthony, Sept. 27, 1878; John Earl Williams, "A New
York View of Finance and Banking," Old and Nn.u, vm, 5 (Nov., 1878), 589-600.

To T imothy 0. Howe
Washington D. C.
Oct 20 73
D EAR J UDGE:

Much has been said in the public prints relative to your colleague-Senator Carpenter-during his visit to Long Branch this
last Summer.
One charge made against him I know to be untrue. He spent an
hour or more with me during the evening of his stay, and I can answer as to his being, at the time, strictly sober-giving no evidence
of having tfttteft been drinking to mark its effect at that time. The
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other charges I know nothing about-and made no inquiry about,
t hinking them impossible. If untrue t he perpetrator should be made
infamous forever. Blasting the character of a Senator is infamousto blast the character of a virtuous woman is still worse. I hope in
all sincerity that Senator Carpenter can correct all the statements
against him as he can the one where I can bear testimony.
yours truly

us GRANT
JUDGE

T . 0. HoWE

Copy, DLC-Jolm Russell Young. For accusations of"intemperance and lust" against U.S.
Senator Matthew H. Cal'penter ofWi~. during a July, l 87S, visit to Long Branch, see New
'lork Trilnme, July 28, Aug. 8, 2S, Dec. l, 4, t87S; New York Times, Dec. 2, 187/l.

To John R Long
Washington D. C. Oct. 25th

1875.

D EAR JUDGE;

Our old friend Ford is gone! It was just the day week before his
death that I met him in Toledo, Ohio, where he had gone expressly
to meet me. He looked and seemed as well then-and as cheerful
too-as I had ever seen him. [ had known Ford from 185 1, at which
time I was a 1st Lt. 4th Inf.y, stationed at Sackets Harbor, N. Y. where
he then resided, a young lawyer beloved by all who knew him. For
some reason I then formed an attachment for him which has never
changed. I trust he bore from this world, to a better, the same good
feefo1g toward me. I know he did: for from the time I was a Lieut.
t hrough the time of my farming experience in St. Louis Co. my later
Military duties, and present duties, he has been the same welcome
visitor; he himself never having changed a tone of familiar acquaintance toward me during all this period, and it is certain I never did
towards him. He was noble, generous, true & honest. His sacrifices
in this life have all been to help others.
I started to write something very different-of a business nature-connected with Fords last visit to me-but when I come to
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write his name could not do so. T he subject must be defered for another occasion.
My kindest regards to you & yours.
Very Truly

u. s. G R ANT

F. LoNo,
ST. Louis, Mo.
JUDGE, J.

ALS, MoSHi. On Oct. 28, 187$, John F. Long, St. Louis, wrote to USG. "Your very kind
Letter of the 26th is received and perused with deep interest,-especially the feeling tribu.te you pay to our departed friend - the lamented Capt Ford. l am not surprised at the
warm terms in which you speak of your tried and valued friend,-of one whom you had
known for so many years and who was endeared to you by so many acts ofpersonal friendship on either side. Capt. Ford was no ordinary man,- he was above the numerous foibles
which so often attach to many of our kind:-he was honest, honorable, pure, upright, and
dealt with every man 'On the Square: It was my fortune to have been with Capt. Ford in
his Offices ofbuisness, with him on committes, on excursions of business & pleasure,-ir1
private & public,-and I can truly say that he was always the same frank, courtious, bland
and unassuming gentleman, And sir, l feel eiJ a good God has reserved 'a place of rest for
good men,'-Charly Ford is now enjoying that blessed lifo of immortality-His death was
unexpected and sudden; but the inscrutible ways of Providence often mock our foresighr,
and it pleased Him to call our dear friend home to rejoice with other good men who have
gone before him. Peace w his ashesll Mrs. L. & children, tender love to Mrs.(; & Nellie.
With ffte sentiments of the highest regard .. ." ALS, USG s.
On Oct. 25, USG had telegraphed to Timothy 8. Blackstone, Chicago. "The announcement of the death of C. W Ford, at your house last evening, surprised and shocked
me. He has been one of my oldest and truest friends. A man above reproach, universally
respected and beloved by all who knew him, his loss will he felt by many an acquaintance
as that of a kind brother and friend." St. Louis Globe, Oct. 26, 187S.
Also on Oct. 25, Saturday, John McDonald, supervisor of Internal Revenue,
St. Louis, telegraphed to USG from Chicago. #Hon C. W For<l, died at at the residence of
Mr Blackstone at six oclock last evening his remains _goes to Monroe Mich, this evening
at five oclock I have made provision for the safty ofhis private papers and effects I will
be in St Louis on monday" Telegram received, D LC-USG, IB. McDonald, Secrets of the
Great Whiskey Ri11g (Chicago, 1880), pp. 79-80. On the same day and on Oct. 27 and 28,
John A. Joyce, Internal Revenue agent, St. Louis, telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock. "Poor
Ford is dead-McDonald is with his body. Let the President act cautiously on t he successorship." "The bondsmen prefer the man they have recommended. An expression from
the President to his friends here will secure everything. Let the President do for the best
depending upon McDonald and myself to stand by his action to the last.~ "See dispatch
sent to President. We mean it Mum." Copies, DLC-Benjamin H. Bristow. Secrets of the
Great Whiskey Ring. pp. 81-82. On Oct, 28, USG telegraphed to William H. Benton,
William McKee, and John M. Krum. ''Your request in regard to the collectorship will be
complied with." Ibid., p. 82. See ibid., pp. 250-51. On Dec. 1, USG nominated Constantine
Maguire to succeed Charles W Ford as collector of Internal Revenue, 1st District, Mo,
On Nov. 6, Joyce had written to USG. "Personal . .. l have. the honor to transmit
herewith an engrossed copy of the Resolutions passed at a public meeting to t he mernory
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of the late Charles W Ford of this city. The Joss of Mr. Ford is greatly deplored in this
community and to those friends who loved him in life and honor him in death, the final
separation, was truly painful. Honor to his memory and peace to his ashes!" A LS, ICN. See
St. Louis Globe, Oct. 28, 1873.
On March 14, 1874, Joyce telegraphed to Babcock. "St<1rt for San Francisco tomorrow night. Make D call off his scandal hounds that only blacken the memory of F and
friends-Business." Copy, DLC-Benjamin H. Bristow. Secrets of th!! Great Whiskey Ring,

p. 91.

To Nathaniel Carlin
Washington D. C. Oct. 27th 1873
DEAR STR:

When Mr. Ford was in Toledo I gave him a memorandum of
what [ wished done at the farm. It will be impossible now to repeat.
I will however make arrangements through Judge John F. Long, of
St. Louis to pay up the carpenters for their work, and all other debts
on the farm.
You are at liberty to sell all the calves you can, at good prices,
and also cows from time to time. You may take as many horses to
board and exercise as you can attend to. It is my intention to get out
of cattle entirely in t he Spring. [ authorized Mr. Ford also to buy
from the cattle yards one hundred car loads of manure.
My instructions have always been to get the farm all in grass
and to purchase grain. This I want still to be done.
Mr. F. Also spoke of two mares you wished to purchase If you
can sell cattle, corn or other produce to make the purchase you may
do so.
I think the two year old bay mare out of Topsey, should be bred.
Colts horse colts, that you do not think will improve enough by
training to pay for the trouble you may keep for farm work or sell
at your option.
Unless I should give other directions you may account to, and
consult with, Judge Long in matters connected with the farm.
In a few days I will write to Judge Long and it is probable he will
go down to the farm to see you.
I wrote Mr. Elrod 1 that his connection with the farm would end
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with this month, but that he was at liberty to occupy any vacant
house on the place, except the one he is now in, until he is located.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
MR.

C ARLIN

WEBSTER GROVE

P. 0 .

ALS,CSmH.
l. On July s, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote to John F. Long, St. Louis. "I enclose you
the President's check for $90.60/100 to your order to pay for the T imothy Seed, and he
desires me to say that he is sorry that Mr. Benton did not have his attention called to it before so that it might have been paid. The Pre~ident directs me to say that in settling with
Mr. Elrod, he wishes you will have him brought up, to show Iris contracts. T he President's
recollection oft he matter ofsalary is that-be originally offered Elrod $400. per year, and
it was accepted, but before the expiration of the year Elrod wrote to say that he could not
support his family on $400. and that the President must procure another man; thereupon
the P resident wrote him he would increase the wages to $500. per year, but Elrod declined
the increase at that time as he bad agreed to stay a year at $400. & would do so. Afterwards the President wrote to Mr. Elrod and .raised his wages to $600. per year after tht.>
first year, and the wages stood at that until the President was on the farm in July 1868,
when he informed Elrod verbally that he might thenceforth allow himself $60.00/ per
month, and that when the farm should become self-sustaining aJ:id yield an income he
wished and intended to raise the salary to $1000. per year. It is needless to inform you that
the latter condition of the farm has not been reached at all, but on the contrary, the receipts have steadily decreased, and under Mr. Elrod's management it has yielded less anJ
less the longer he stayed upon it. The President wishes to enquire if Mr. Elrod charges
wages for the time he was .in Ohio, and also if he continues to charge wages after a man
had gone to the farm to relieve him.~ Copy, DLC- USG, II, 2. See letters to Nathaniel Carlin; Nov. 28, 1873, Feb. 12-, 1874.

To Simon Cameron
Washington D. C. Nov. sd 7873
DEAR S ENATOR;

Your letter of yesterday asking me to name a day when I can
meet Dawson Coleman, and other friends, at dinner at your house,
is received. Not before the meeting of Congress. After that unhappy
event I would be willing to run away any Saturday from my natural
enemy.

NOVEMBER 8,

1873
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Yours Truly
HON,

S. CAMERON,

u. s. s.

u. s. GRANT

ALS, DLC-Simon Cameron. On Nov. 15, 1875, G. Dawson Coleman, Lebanon, Pa.,
telegraphed to USG. ''Did Mrs Grant receive her t runks" Telegram received, DLC-USG,
IB. See letter to G. Dawson Colema11, Dec. SI, 1875.
ln 1873, U.S. Senator Simon Cameron wrote to USG concerning Governor John F.
Hartranft of Pa. "The difficulties of his position after hi.selection, and rhe often repeated
taunt that he was entirely under my influence and control, caused me to form the resolution to leave him entirely untrammelled in all his acts." William Evarts Benjamin, Cata-

logue No. 27, Nov., I 889, p. 6.

To Nathaniel Carlin
Washington D. C. Nov. srd 1873.
DEAR SIB.,

Before receiving your letter of the 27th Ult. I had written to you
directing my letter to Webster Grove. That letter contained about
what I would write now. If you have not yet received that letter you
can yet get it. I have since that written to Judge John F. Long who
you may advjse with concerning farm matters and report progress,
receipts & expenditures &c.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

N. CARLIN, EsQ.
ALS (facsimile), autograph catalogue, USGA. See letter to Nathaniel Carli11, Oct. 27, J 873.

To Charles L. Sharpless
Washington, D. C. Nov. 3d 1873.

MY DEAR MR. SHARPLESS:
Your kind letter of the 17th ultimo was duly received, but owing to the pressure of business its earlier acknowledgment was necessarily delayed.
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Allow me to return my sincere thanks for the very cordial offer
you make, of your house to my family, and conveyances to reach the
Mt. Clements School whenever any of us should wish to visit my son
Jesse.
I appreciate this tender of hospitality and feel, from the evident
kind motives that prompted it, that we need not hesitate to come to
you should occasion arise.
Very truly yours

u. s. GRANT.
L. SHARPLESS
8TH & CHESTNUT ST. PHI LA, PA.

FRIEND CHARLES

Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. Born in Philadelphia in 1821, Charles L, Sharpless- graduated
from Haverford College, prospered as a merchant, and built a home at Chelten Hills. See
Thomas Baldwin, .Reminiscences from The life of Charles L. Sharpless (n. p., n. d.); letter
to Samuel Clements, Nov. 30, J 87 3.

To Mary S. Logan
Washington D. C. Nov. 4th 1873.
MY DEAR MRS. LOGAN:

Your letter making application for M idshipman appointment
for your brother was duly received. I instructed my private secretary to acknowledge receipt, but was not definite in telling him what
to say, intending to write myself.- My rule is to divide the ten appointments I have,-at each the Military and Naval Academies,between the sons of Officers of the Army and the Navy, and the sons
of Volunteers. As Gen. Logan ranks among the Volunteers, and as
your brother is now an adopted son, I will take the greatest pleasure
in conferring on him the appointment you desire. Please let the
General,-or better,-your brother, make formal application, stating age and place of where born, so that I can have it on file in the
Navy Department, with my endorsement on it. Otherwise I might
possibly make ten appointments overlooking your application.

NovEMllER 5, 1878
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My kindest regards to the General
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
ALS, DLC-L-Ogan Family Papers. On Nov. 4, 187S, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Mary S. Logan, Chic.ago. "The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
29th ultimo and to say that he will not make the appointments to the Academy until in the
Winter, when he will be glad to consider the application." ALS, ibid.; copy (dated Nov. 3),
DLC- USG, 11, 2 . On Dec. I 2, Orville E. Babcock wrote to !Agan. "Your letter to the
President is received and by his direction the papers have been endorsed that the appointment is to be made.'' LS, DLC-Logan Family Papers. John M. Cunningham, who did
not graduate froro the U.S. Naval Academy, was appointed 2nd It., 19th Inf., as of Sept. 1.
1879.

To Blackfoot
Washington, D. C. Nov. 5, 1873.
To BLACKFOOT Ca1EF OF THE CRows:
I have received from Mr. Brunot the coat sent by you and the
Scalp sent by Red Sides and am glad to see in sending them the desire on your part to show your regard for me as President and for
the White People of whom you & your people have always been
good friends.
I hope after you get moved to your new reservation 1 that the
Crow people wiU make peace with the Sioux and other Indians & try
and induce them to be friends to the whites & that soon the Crows
and Sioux & aJJ other tribes will begin to cultivate the soil & send
their children to school.
Very truly your friend
u. S. GRANT.
Copy, DLC-USG, Tl, 2. On Dec. 2, 187S, Governor Benjamin R Potts of Montana Territory certified a t ranslation addressed to USG. "'Blackfoot,' head chief of the Crow Indians, on his return from Washington to his tribe, called on rue today and asked me to write
him a reply to your letter of November .~th ult. addressed to ' Blackfoot,' acknowledging
the· receipt from him of a coat, &.c 'Blackfoot' Says he received your letter of November 5th 187S; he waoted to see his Great Father and went to Washington to see him His
people were sick so much when in Washington, that he did not get to talk as much. to the

238

The Papers of Ulysses S. Gmnt

Great Father as he would have liked to have done. When he went to see the Great Father,
he shook hands with him and wanted him to know that he, ('Blackfoot;) was a friend of
the whites and wanted the Great Father to do something good for his, ('Blackfoot's,')
people. 'Blackfoot' listens to the 'Great Father' and does what he wants him to do and
wants the 'Great Father' to do the same to the Crows. The 'Great Father' asked 'Blackfoot'
to make peace with the Siou.,i; and shake hands with them. 'Blackfoot' says he will when the
Sioux. make peace with the white men and other Indians. When the Crows sold their lands
to the whites, they listened to the white people and sold their lands, as the white people
wanted them to do. 'Blackfoot' thin.k s that the white people got a good lot ofland from the
Crows and thinks Crows did not get quite enough for it. The Crows ask the 'Great Father'
to give them the Muscle-shell Country, but he did not tell them whether they should have
it or not. When the Crows look for a white man who is their friend and they a friend to
him, it was Major Pease and Crows asked the 'Great Father' to let Pease stay with them;
but the 'Great Father' did not answer-'Blackfoot' would like the 'Great Father· not to
forget that. Long ago, at Laramie, the whites told the Crows when they got an Agent they
liked, they might keep him. ' Blackfoot' says the Crows do not want a new man; that is the
way all the Crows feel about it. 'Blackfoot' hears that Or Wright. Agent, has sent white
men into the Judith Basin to locate buildings for traders; that is the Crow's hunting
ground and 'Blackfoot' doe~ not want anybody to go in there, without his knowledge, to
put up buildings and take in wagons and scare away the game. The 'Great Father' told
'Blackfoot' that Major Pease would go with the Crows into that Co1mtry and select a place
for their buildings. 'Blackfoot' has ;uways listened to what the 'Great Father' has said to
the Crows and he ('Blackfoot') has done what he asked and he now asks the 'Great Father·
for a few little favors and he wants him to grant them. The 'Great Father' as]led 'Blackfoot' in his letter, to learn his children to farm; 'Blackfoot' S3:YS they have plenty of game
and fish yet; they may farm after awhile. 'Blackfoot' is glad to hear that the 'Gr eat Father'
got the Coat; it was not a very nice Coat; Blackfoot thinks he will make a nicer one this
Summer and Send rt to the Great Father this fall. 'Blackfoot' says he came to Governor
Potts to get him to write for him to the Great Father; he thinks he will write what he
wa.nts. 'Blackfoot' has nothing more to say." OS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Montana
Superintendency. On Oct. 24, USG had wclcomed a Crow delegation led by Blackfoot to
the White House. New Tork Time.i, Oct. 25, 1873. See HED, 43-1-1, part 5, 1, 481-5 11.
On Dec. 2, USG nominated James Wright as agent, Crow Agency, in place of Fellows D.
Pease.
On Dec. 5, Blackfoot, Bozeman, wrote to USG. "I am glad to shake hands with you
for all my People in this letter. My heart was very glad when Pease read me your good
words for I know now you will not forget the crows. I cant smoke[-] in the Pipe you sent
me but itis nice & 1 will keep it all the same. Tell your squaw that 011r squaws are pleased
with the shawls & their little Girls will were them in the first dance, they are nice & warm.
I will talk with the crows about planting seed in the Ground for I know we will h.ave to do
so soon, but many of the crows are yet fools & dont know what is for the best. I know too
itis good for our children to learn to read. I want my Boy to learn to read & also to go with
me to see you & his other Father (Mr Brunot) He has asked me to hring him. I want
plenty of money placed in my hand so I can take my son & go East to see you & pay myself for what I Eat. I want the Muscle Shell county & Pease will go with us & see how much
wee need it & tell you & if we get it it will make our hearts the most glad of any thing you
can do for us It is good to shake hands with all good lndians but not when they kill crows& white me too, our squaws will quit making moccasins for the Braves to go to war when
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you will drive our Enemies from our country but while we have so many Enemlcs our children will not look in Books that only hurts their Eyes while they love so to read the War
paint on their Brothers Robes I believe in the white mans medicine itis stronger than
ours for none of us died but all are now well & will soon be with our People again I did
not say what T wished to you when Twas in Washington. The lnterprters was scared, but
1 was 11ot Pease dont want to write any more but when I see you sometime I will say
much more I will now say good by & ask your great medicin to still favor all the crows
. .. one thing more Send word to your strange man to have all the traders leave the Basin until we askfor them they spoil our hunting Grounds thats all I will ask Mr Cree
to ta.kc this to you for he knows all about what l mean" LS (by mark), DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Montana Superintendency. On Jan. 9, .18?4, Thomas K. Cree. secretary,
Board of Indian Commissioners, Washington, D. C., transmitted this letter to USG. LS,
ibid. See Keith Algier, The Cmw and the Eagle: A Tn'bal History from Lewis a11d Clark to
Custer(Caldwell, Idaho, 1993), pp. 239-47, 278-85.

t. On Jan. SI, USG ordered land in Montana Territory "set apart as a reservation
for the Crow tribe of Indians by the !st Article of an agreement concluded with the said
[ndians, August 16th l87S, subject to the action of Congress, .,." DS, DNA, RO 75, Orders. RED, 45-3-l, part 5, I, 753; 4,9-2-1, part 5, I, 656- 51; SED, 48-2-95, 461; SD, 67J-4.~2, 859. On March 25, I 87 5, USG abolished thisreservation. ··... [nasmuch as these
Indians have not removed to this country and it is not probable, that they will ever make
it their home and as Congress has not taken any decisive action on said Agreement, it is
ordered, that the o rder of January 51. 1874. be, and hereby is, cancelled, . . ." DS, DNJ\,
RG 75, Orders. Printed in previously listed sources.

To Ute Delegation
Washington, D. C. Nov. 5, 1878.

To THE Un; DELEGATION,
Appreciating the good feeling existing between the U tes and the
white people evinced not only by the recent treaty with Mr. Brunot
but by the past friendship for the whites, I wish to send as a present
&om myself a few things for the Chiefs and from Mrs. Grant for the
Squaws who called upon me a few days ago. I hope the Utes will
soon all be settled upon their reservation and before long engaged
in cultivating the soil and sending their children to school.
Very truly your friend
u. S.GRANT.
Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On Oct. !!4, 1873, USG welcomed a Ute delegation to the White
House. See New 10rk Times, Oct. 25, !873. On Sept. 13, t he Utes bad signed ~n agree-
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mcnt with commissioner Felix R. Brunot to amend their 1868 treaty, ceding part of their
land for $25,000 annually and other provisions. Sec U.S. Statiites at Large, XVHI, part S,
pp. 36-4,1; HED, 4S-J-l, part 5, I, 451-81.
On April 8, 1872, Benjamin R. Cowen, act. secretary of the interior, had written to
USG. "On the I st instant I had t he honor to receive your reference of the S0th ultimo, of
House Joint Memorial of t he territorial Legislature of Colorado, praying the President to
enter into a treaty with the Ute Indians for a portion of their reser vation, or its occupancy
by the Whites for Mining purposes. I have received a report dated the 5th inst. from the
Comr of Indian Affairs, in relation to the subject of said Memorial, which is in t he following words.. .. 1 will respectfully state that the boundaries of the reservation in question, as defined in the treaty concluded with the Ute Indians Mch. 2nd 1868 (Stats- at
Large Vol JS p 619,) embraces some tbiJJg more than fourteen and one half millions of
acres, a quantity ofland largely in excess of the actual wants of the Indians who number
about four thousand Extensive and valuable mines have also been recently discovered
within the reservation, and it will be impossible to prevent a large influx of miners which
will immediately result in serious troubles between them and the Indians. Under the date
of the 4th ult., this Office had the honor to acknowledge the receipt from Hon. J. P. C.
Shanks, of a copy of House Resolution No 102, author izing the Secretary of the Interior
to make certain negotiations with t he Ute Indians in Colorado with a view to purchasing
n portio,, of their reservation, and to express the opinion that the accomplishment ofthe
object aimed at by the Resolution in question would be for the best interests of the Whites
and Indians, and that there was no objection to its passage. The views expressed in this
communication to Mr Shanks, are those at present entertained by this Office.... F. A.
WALK.ER . . . It will be seen by the foregoing Report of the Comr of Indian Affairs, that a
Resolution has already passed one House of Congress, authorizing the Secretary of the
Interior to enter into negotiations with the Ute Indians for the disposition of a portion of
their reservation, which Resolution will doubtless accomplish the object sought by the
Memorial. It will be observed that the present area of the reservation as reported by the
Commissioner, is of greater cx:tent t han the wants of the tribe require, and that its reduction will be of benefit to both the Whites and the Indians, and that no objection to the sale
of a portion of the reserve is known to the Indian Office, The views of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs are concurred in, and the papers referred by you are herewith .returned"
Copy, DNA, RG 48, Indian Div., Letters Sent. On April 23, U.S. Delegate Jerome B. Chnffee of Colorado Territory wrote to USG. "The bill having passed both Houses, providing
for negotiating with the Ute Indians of Colorado for a portion of their reser vation, I desire briefly to state some of the reasons why that object should be secured under this bill.
1st The reservation covers a very large extent of the best land in t he Territory for agricultural and mineral purposes.-some 14.000 .000 acres-the number of Indians occupying it, number less than 4.000. Gold & silver mines have been discovered in the southern
part, of great value and it is perfectly impossible to prevent white men from going on the
reservation to develope these mines. The Southern Utes prefer, (I am informed) a reservation situated east of the Navajoes in New Mexico & will willingly exchange, if properly
approached upon the subject. The people of Colorado are anxious to secure a legal st atus.
so as to occupy these new mines without tresspassing upon the Ute Empire. I do therfore
most respectfully urge your immediate attention to this matter to the end that the Southern part of that reser vation be open to the occupation of white men-" ALS, ibid., RG 75,
Letters Received, Colorado Superintendency. See U.S. Statutes at Large., XVII. 5,S. A com mission appointed July I failed to persuade the Utes to relinquish any land, A new com-
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mission was appointed June 2, 18'73. Ibid., XVTII, part 5, p. 57. See HED, 42-3-1, parts,
I, 440, 477-78, 673-75, 43-1 - .5-3.
On May 17, 1875, Secretary of War Willi.am W BeJknap had written to Gen. Wil-

liam T. Sherman. "The President directs, (in connection with the removal of trespassers
from the Ute reservatioo) that if the troops have oot left Fort Garland, the movement may
be suspended for the present, If they have left however, then their Commanding officer to
be notified to take no action under his orders, until he receives further instructions.-''
AL.5, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 5 105 1872, Related papers are ibid.
On June 25, Joseph Adams, Colorado Springs, wrote to USG. "my object in writing
to you is to obtain information with regard to a mine which three other persons with my
self have discovered upou an Indian reservation . . . These miues are about one hundred
miles from any white settlement. They are in Colorado Terr.itory about three hundred
miles west of Denver City. Ca.n we be allowed to work these mines, and by any means protected from the Indians by the Government. We are men financially in poor circumstances,
but ifit would be possible for us to work t hese mines we have a frtune ... ." ALS, ibid., RG
75, Letters Received, Colorado Superintendency.
On July 11, Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano wrote to USG, Long Branch.
''I have just received, by your reference, E. T. Sickles' communication, asking the appointment of Commissioners, to investigate the recent conflict between the Ute Indians,
and citizens. l had already appointed such a Commission, consisting of Rev. E. P. Goodwin, of Chicago; Governor Campbell, of Cheyenne, W. T., and N. J. Turney,-one of the
8oard of Indian Commissioners,-of Ohio. They are directed to start for Cheye[nneJ
on Monday, next. I am hastening their action with all possible rapidity, and takin[g]
other measures to keep the Utes as quiet as practicable, and prevent their present irritation from producing outrages. [ enclose a copy of a communication, which the Commissioner of the General Land Office has felt constraFned] to address to H. Latham, recently appointed Surveyor General of Wyoming Territory. . .. P. S. Before this letter
was mailed, and after it was written, l received the following telegram, dated Cheyenne,
J uly 11th: ·Have authentic information that Indians attacked near Rawlins were not
Utes, but Arrapahoes on the warpath.' I send this for what it is worth, and shall transmit
a copy of it to the Secretary of War, this day. The above telegram is from H. Glatcke, Editor of the 'Cheyenne Leader.' The following additional telegram is just r eceived from the
Indian Agent on White River, in the north part of the Ute reservation, in Colorado,0. S. Littlefield,-dated Rawlins, WT., J uly 11th: 'Just in from White River. AU White
River Utes on reservation. Received news of the trouble at Pine Grove Meadows, from
Douglass, July 3rd, by Indiru1 rutrncr. Douglass says: ~tell all Washington, Utes no mad;
no fight; suffer wrong tban Jo it. Utes half American will stay on reservation all the
time." U tes report no killed, as far as I know. I saw no wounded Utes in all tbeir camps'
I shall also refer a copy of this to the War Department.'' LS (press), Delano Letterbooks,
fllinois Historical Survey, University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. See HED, 43~1 -t, part 5, I,
521-2/i, 624- 28.

On June 19, 1871, Sa-pu-wan-e-re et al., Saguache, Colorado Territory, had petitioned USG. "we the undersigned, Jndfans of the Tabaguache tribe of Ute Indians, and
belonging to the Confederate bands of said Indians, which includs the Tabaguaches,
Muaches, Capotes and Weemenuches, and are located at the Southren Ute Agency of
Colorado, would most respectfully repr esent to you, that we do not like the agent you have
now placed over us and for the following reasons, Viz: Of the blankets, coats, and general
goods, including the beef that is furnished for the Indians at this Agency, the present
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Agent (Mr Trask) will give none of it to the Indians of the Capote and Muache tribes of
our Indians, he telling them -that they do not belong to this agency, while from the time
C. T. Speer, our ex-agent first arived, until he left us, he continually told us, that all the
goods and Indian annuities that was brought to this agency was for all the Indians of the
above tribes, and were to be divided between them equal, or as we should need them,
which he-the said Lieut Speer-done, and which actions was by our desire and approval.
Again, the agent-Trask~ never speaks or shaks ha11ds with any of the Indians when he
meets them-except in a repugnant manner-which has become a custom among the Indians and Americans, and is taken by us as a mark of friendship, but all the actions of the
said Agent Trask is such as leads us to believe that we are disgusting to him. Again, during Lieut. Speer's stay among us, he never locked up any of the houses except the ware
room, and he can testify that we never stole anything, but returned the confidence placed
in us, but now Mr Trask locks every house on the place-even to the kitchen-and carr ies the kees in his pocket, which , you will readily sec, shows that be has no confidence in
the lndfons, nor io his own iniployees. Accompaneing the 11bove reasons, we could give a
thousand ~ were you here to talk with us-why we do not want Mr Trask for our Agent.
we therefore ask that you will remove him, and that you will make the appointment of a
man of our choice, of which we will notify you, if you will Jet us know that you have recieved this, and that you will comply with our request. we ask the above in confidence,
l,elieving that you will grant it, and our confidence is founded on our precident, for you
have only to refer back to find what Indians have been at war, and what ones at peace
This letter is wrote at our instigation-as we do not write-and we have retained a copy.
it is also wrote at the Saguache, Col. Ter. being a long distance from our agency, and if
you will be kind enough to answer, we want you to write to John Lawrence, Saguache, Col.
Ter. and he will let us know what you say. In confidence we sign ourselves," DS ( 15 signatures, by tnark), DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Colorado Territory. On the same day,
John Laurence et al., Saguache, petitioned USG. "we the undersigned citizens ofSaguache
County Co. Ter. being the frontier settlers adjoining the Southren Ute Indian Reservation, and distant therefrom about fifty miles, would most respectfully recommend to your
consideration the petition made ,md signed this day, by the Indians of said reservation, and
this we do believing that if you will comply therewith, that you will stop an Ute Indian
war in the future besides saving the lives of many of the citizens of this place. we would
also represent to you that we live about one hundred miles from fort Garland, being between the said Fort and the Reservation, and in case of an outbfeak, we have no protiction
from the Government troops." OS (41 signatures), ibid.
On July 27, Governor Edward M. McCook of ColoTI1do Ter ritory wrote to USG.
"Ouray the pru1cipal Chief of the Confederated Utes of Colorado, came here this morning
from their Southern Agency for the purpose of talking to me about their agent Mr Jabez
N T rask. He says that Mr Trask does not appear to understand the treatment of Indians;
that he will not issue to them their usual and sufficient rations- that he appears to be continually suspicious of their motives, and misinterprets their intentions; that he avoids as
much as possible alt contact with them, and is not cordial or friendly as they expect and
desire from their agent. 'Ouray' says, that although he has no feeling whatever against
Mr Trask, he th.inks him unfit for agent because entirely ignorant of Indians or Indian
character. That it would be better for the Government, and the Indians if a change should
be made; and that it ought to be done promptly; or the t ribe will all leave t he Agency. This
is is the Substance of this Chiefs Statements made in presence of the Hon J. B. Chaffee,
who was present by my request. l desire to say that Ouray is a man wor thy of confidence,
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and whose statements you can give full credit to; he posesses much more than ordinary
intelligence, and is the wisest and best of his tribe-He has great influ.ence with all the
Utes, and this influence tt has always been exercised on the side of pe;ice and progress;
and to his efforts, more than anything else, is due the continued good conduct of the tribe
I feel some delicacy in writing about this matter, as I am no longer officially connected
with Indian affairs; but it is done at the request of 'Ouray' who suggested the name of
Col Alfred Pfeiffer as a good man, 'who knew the Utes, and aJI about them.' I do not know
Col. P. personally but he has resided in this country about twenty five years, and is I believe a good man." ALS, ibid. On July 28, U.S. Delegate Jerome B. Chaffee of Colorado
Territory, Denver, wrote to USG, Long Branch. 1 was present yestarday at a conversation between the head chief of the Utes, Ourie and the Govenor in regard to the agent
Mr Trask, This Cluef Ourie I believe to be a good man & very truthful and a friend to the
white race. I am perfectly satisfied from his statements & from what 1 know otherwise,
that the interests of the Government will be subserved by a change in the Agent at the
Southern Ute Agency. I dont believe that Mr Trask is a sane man-at all events his eccentricities unfit him for an agent, and the general interests of this Country in my opinion ought not to be jeopardised in such a way when it can be so easily remedied. The Utes
are friendly disposed, but they are very much dissatisfied with this Agent & I very
earnestly join in their request that a change be made as speedily as possible" ALS, ibid.
On Aug. \!5, Jabez N. Trask, agent, Los Pinos Agency, Colorado Terr.itory, wrote to
USG. "I hold my office here, Mr. President, by your appoinm1ent: I have been assailed
through you by two men at Denver; otherwise I should not disturb your busy life with a
word. I shall also wr ite to my immediate super,ior, and to the Unitarian secretary. Governor McCook's letter bears date July 27, '71: delegate Chaffee's, J uly 28, ·71. With the latter person I have no personal acquaintance: I may have been casually introduced to him;
but his greatness did not impress me with recollection of him. The ruthless stab which he
gives my reputation and future prospects is only saved from profound contempt by the
mere office which cloth[e]s him with transient consequence. He has not been at this agency
during my management ofit; and can 'k11uv/ very ,l ittle about me or my business. I do not
propose to argue for my sanity or against my 'ecentricities.' My acquaintance with Gov.
McCook is but slight. He has not been at my agency this year. I have sent to the Indian
Office some accounts of the efficiency and competency with which, while both he and my
predecessor were mal-.ing the winter a holiday at Washington, the business of this agency
was conducted, and men were kept out of the dues of their vouchers for a year. This may
account for his epistolary attention to you and me. He has lnisinterpreted or overstated
Ooray's words; unless the chief tells me a different story. According to Ooray the Gov. volunteered the letter: Ooray simply talked with him about agency affairs, Ooray and l are
on friendly terms: he comes up from his camp occasionally to converse with me, and eats
at my table. I can bear high testimony to his common-sense & good deportment. That I
'avoid as much as possible all contact with them,' in a good sense, is simply false: that I have
not whee! nor floor for them is not my fault: I am suspicious and incredulous only from
my own observation of a patently Iricky disposition on the part of some of the Indians. I
have from the first invited, respectfully urged, that some competent officer be sent hither
to settle the old accounts, and to show me to what extent I am to act from my own discretion, how far I m ust be guided by special instructions. My office sought me: not I my
office; yet I have no desire M eeffl'e to shirk its duties or evade its responsibilities. I have,
however, a deepseated repugnance to being thrust out in dishonor from it by stranges, to
make room for others, or to subservc political or speculating ends. I most respectfully and
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earnestly ask, that ifmy capacity or conduce needs eumination, the process may be conducted by honest, fairminded men: not at Denver, but here, where alone my situation and
work can be appreciated." ALS, ibid. On March 24, 1873, Trask, Cambridge, Mass., wrote
to USG.~, observe that Edward M. McCook is no longer governor of Colorado; and I
write to request that you will, when his accounts come in for settlement, oblige him to refund to me, with interest from May 2S, 1871, th.e two hundred dollars out of which in
his official capacity he swindled me by recasting vouchers for payment of William (H,)
Crandall. CTandall was an employe at Los Pinos agency under Lt. C. T. Speer. For reasons stated before in two letters to you. I respectfully renew my request ~ that the Indian Bureau be positively ordered to settle fairly and honorably my ac-eounts: at least th.a!
it shall pay my acknowledged arrearages of salary, travelling expenses, and balance of
money-account due me. I consider the Bureau's treatment ofme during my agency as very
unfair; and, since last August, both unfair and abusive. I have no confidence in it nor respect for it. If you can not so order, please Jet your pr-ivate secretary state the fact. Your
son, if need be, can learn my reputation of the older professors of Harvard College; or can
find me at 9, Everett Place, Cambridge, Mass.u ALS, ibid., RG 75, Letters Received, Colorado Superintendency. On Dec. 26, 1872, and Jan. 11 , 1873, Trask had written to USG
on the same subject. ALS, ibid. Sec HRC, 48-1-1227; Wilson Rockwell, The Utcs: A Forgotten People (Denver, 1956), pp. 83-87.
On March 28, l 872, Uriah M. Curtis, Denver, had written to USG seeking appointment as agent, Los Pinos Agency. LS, DNA, RG •l8, Appointment Papers, Colorado Terr itory. On May 2 11 USG nominated Charles Adams to replace Trask.

Note
[Nov.

7, 1873]

Would it not be well to telegraph Sickles that the summary infliction of the death pena1ty upon the prisoners taken from the Virginius will necessarily attract much attention in this country, and
will be regarded as an inhuman act, not in accordance with the spirit
of the Civilization of the Nineteenth Century
AN, Hamilton Fish diary, Nov. 7, 1873., DLC-Hamilton Fish. On the same day, Secretary
of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary. "While in Cabinet Gobright (of the Associated Press) send me a telegram dated Havana this day, stating that the Tribunal at Santiago de Cuba, before which the prisoners captured had been brought, had condemned four
of them, includir1g General Ryan, to death, and they were shot on the morning of the
fourth. A good deal of discussion is had as to the legal responsibility resulting from the
capture of a ,,essel and the execution of any parties on board, and particularly if any had
the right to claim American citiienship. The president handed me a memoraudum of the
substance ofa telegram to Sickles ... and I subsequently drew and read a telegram !which
on my return to the office I sent to General Sickles] which was unanimously approved.''
[bid. (brackets in original).
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On Nov. 6, Manuel de Quesada et al., New York City, had petitioned USG. "We, the
uuc.lersigned, desire to call the attention of your Excellency to the startling intelligence
published this moming by the Associated Press, to the effect that the American ship 'Vir~
ginius' had been captured in the neighborhood ofJamaica, by a Spanish man-of-war, and
taken to the port of Santiago de Cuba. The despatch adds that the authorities of the last
named Island were about to try the crew and other persons on board the 'Virginius· IU
piralts. Among these persons were a number of passehgers, in whose fate the undersigned
take the deepest and most anxious interest. They are sons, brothers, husbands and near
relatives, .ind your Excellency will not wonder, therefore, that we should at once, as citizens and residents of this country, whose chief magistrate you are, apply to you and ask
your interference under circumstances ofsuch serious importance.. .." OS (50 signatures),
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On the same day, Ques-d da and Carlos Castillo telegraphed to USC. " The capture of the steamer Virginia in Brit ish waters at Jamaica by a
Spanish gunboat violates the rights of her passengers who were protected by the american fiag in neutral waters. The undersigned agents of the Republic of Cuba beg you to take
what steps you may think proper to save the lives of two hundred men, who are now prisoners at Santiago de Cuba, and who will be butchered by the Spaniards ifno prompt action is taken, In the name of humanity as w[ell] as to prevent further consequences of
such outrages on the american flag, we beg you earnestly to use at once the full weight of
your mighty influence," Telegram received, ibid.
Before his execution on Nov. 7,Joseph Fry, capt., Vitgi11ius, wrote to USG. uMy resignation as lieutenant in the United States navy, dated the twenty-sixth of January, 1861,
was accepted by the navy department, but no application for the pay due me has ever been
r eplied to. Unable to find employnient in my native land, l was forced to accept the first
offer, one that leads to my death. The money due me, I am inclined to believe, will be paid
to my family when it is known I am dead. Will you see to it? r ask it of you as a brother
officer. ff the questions of the war had been left to the old officers of the army and navy,
ther e would have been no war. Cherish both arms of the service, for they are most free
from the taiI1t that corrupts the land. My field of usefulness to the country has been
abridged by proscription. The carpet-bag pol.icy is ruinous to the land. Let Louisiana
govern. herself. Her prosperity is that of the whole country. It is treason to do otherwise....
P. S. The Spanish officers are very kind to me, but the United States are weak when avessel can he captured on the high seas, with perfectly regular papers, and her captain, crew,
and passengers shot without appeal to the protection of t he United States." Jeanie Mort
Walker, Life of Capt. Jo.ieph Fry the Cuban Martyr. • .. (Hartford, I 874), pp. 448-49. See
HRC, 45- 2 - 931. On Feb. 15, W. A. C. Ryan, Washington, O. C., had written to USG.
"Learning that it is the intentio11 soon to establish a Consulate at Samana Bay, Santa
Domingo, I have the honor most respectfully to ask the appointment of Consul to the
same. My age is 29. was born in New York City- I served during tbe late war in the 132d
and 192d N. Y. vols. and r espectfully r efer to Hon Henry Wilson" ALS, DNA, RG 59, L etters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed. See Ne-"1 Tvrk Times,
Oct. 5, 1673. On Dec. 15, Mrs. J. G. Gebhard, Schoharie, N. Y., wrote to USC. 4 1 appeal
to you, in behalf ofmy daughter,-the betrothed ofGen'l W. A. C. Ryan-who so bravely
met his death at the horrible massacre at Santiago de Cuba-in the noble cause ef Lil>etty;-to know where are the letters; and his last wishes, he wrote before his death? ls it
not time for them to have been received? We are in the greatest anxiety Lil regard to them.
Mr President l have that confidence in you-that our martyred dead, are not to beforgotte11, or their last wishes, disregarded-The days are long, and the nights sleepless, until
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every satisfaction, that remains is given, to the poor heart-broken suffering living-among
whom it is my sad duty, to include my beloved daughter." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On Jan. 18, 1874, Gebhard wrote to USG on the same subject. ALS, ibid.
See New York Times, Nov. 16, 1873, July 24, 1875.
On Nov. 8, 1873, U.S. Representative Leonard Myers of Pa., Philadelphia, had written to USG. "I enclose a Petition of citizens of Phjladelphia asking your good offices with
the Spanish Government in belialfof the survivors of those recently captured on board the
' Virginius'. The terrible & speedy death meted out to Gen. Ryan and others should plead
for mercy to the rest of those who were upon the eicperution the most part of whom are
Americans. 1 sincerely hope you will find it proper to respond favorably to this Petition
and that you will act without delay" ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. The petition, dated Nov. 7, is ibid. Correspondence from the "Citizens Cuban Association of Baltimore/ docketed Nov. 25, is also ibid. On Nov. 12, Lucretia Mott, president, Universal
Peace Union, and six. others, Philadelphia, petitioned USG. "ln deep sympathy with the
recent executions in Cuba, growing out of the capture of the ship 'Virginius,' and gratified
that the Government has endeavoured to Y.~thhold the murderous hand, we, as friends of
peace, 11ncompromisingly in favor of the emancipation of slavery in Cuba, as well as
throughout the world, are at the same time strongly opposed to the taking of human life,
and we earnestly desire that no step may be taken that may involve this nation in war. [n
the expedition of the 'Virginius' we see a violent war m.easure, aiding and abetting in the
sacrifice of human life, and opposed to tl1e course so strongly deprecated by this Government in the action of the Alabama and other vessels during the late rebellion, and after the
long controversy with England, and the satisfactory adjustment of all difficulties by the
Geneva award, we appeal for that consistency with our late position, which will prevent
ffte t he fitting out of vessels of war from this country against a friendly power, and thus
maintain that grand peace message, 'Let us have peace'." DS, laHA. On the same day.
Mott wrote io USG. "The accompanying ldter was presented this day to a convention of
the Pennsylvania Peace Society and friends of peace from this & other States and was
unanimously adopted and ordered to be signed by the Officers of the Society and forwardedn LS, OHi.
On Nov. I •~, Fish presented to the cabiuet a draft telegram to Daniel E. Sickles, U.S.
minister, Madrid, conveying U.S. demands for Spanish reparation, including return of the
Virginius and surviving passengers and a salute to the U.S. flag. •·• .. In the draft, which l
had purposely delayed preparing, until immediately before going to Cabinet. I had inadvertently omitted to demand punishment for those concerned in the capture and massacre-on Creswell's pointing this out it was inserted I had also left the length of time
w1thln which the reparation was to be given, in blank-The President at fir~'t suggested
fourteen days; but, on calculation, finding tliat that would leave but three days before the
meeting of Congress, he directed the insertion of twelve...." DLC-Hamilton Fish. On
Nov. 17, USG told a reporter "he anticipated a peaceful and satisfactory settlement of the
Cuban matter. He said, however, he thought it best to be prepared to protect the American flag and the rights of American citizens at all hazards, and that the Government was
better prepared for war than people supposed, having a large body of well disciplineJ
vetera_ns teady to be called into service, and all the appurtenances of war for their use."
Philadelphia Public Ledger, Nov. 1!1, 1873. On Nov. 18, Fish recorded a cabinet discussion
ofSpain's apparent willingness to compromise. "I express the opinion that these representations may probably lead to the necessity of extending the time at which Sickles has
been directed to close his Legation. The President replies that this is only the same sort

NOVEMBER

7,

1873

247

of procrastination, to which we have been accustomed. Admitting the fact I observe, that
this Government cannot afford to go to the extreme Qf war in view of an official representation, that Spain is prepared to make honorable satisfaction .. . The President said
there would be time enough before the 26th to decide whether to extend the time." DLCHamil ton Fish.
On Nov. 17, George Jones, publisher, New Tork Times, had telegraphed to USG.
"Could you kindly request that the represtative of the Times be allowed to sail Ji-om Norfolk on the 'worcester' with admiral Scott, By doing so you would greatly oblige us,"
Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On Nov. 22, Francis W. Palmer, Chicago, wrote to
USG. "Personal- • . . Herewith I send a letter from Everett Chamberlin of this city, who
would act as our correspondent and representative in Cuba, if his request should be
granted. The Inter Ocean is the only morning Republican paper in Chicago, and could be
of great service to the public in this emergency by collecting & ~ publishing the facts
touching CUban matters as they shall be developed on the ground. Mr. Chamberlain rendered valuable service in the campaign oflast year through his larger political handbook,
and by his labors as one of the editors of the Inter Ocean-~ ALS, CSmH. On Nov. 20,
Everett Chamberlin, Chicago, had written to USG. "Referring you, Mr; President, for the
purpose of identification, to the campaign book. prepared by me in the summer of 1872,
(of which you were so kind as to speak with favor), I beg leave to make a statement. Ever
since examining into the workings of your Administration as I did for the purposes of my
book., I have felt an inclination to be identified with it in some inconspicuous way. This
feeling has been, o\terbalanccd, however, by my dislike to muster amoug the army of office
seekers, and also my devotion to my profession ofjournalism. Being now tlireatened with
lung ailment, and having also a fever to see and write up C11ba, I take the liberty of asking
the President directly for any commission which will take me thither; my preference being for one with plenty of work in it... .'' ALS, ONA, RG 59, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. No appointment followed.
On Nov. 17, George A. Armes, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. "I have the
honor to request authority to organize a command to avenge the death of those unfortunate men who have just been butchered by the Spaniards, , .. I have no one but a rather
and brother to mourn my death, and they would rather see me die leading a gallant command on to victory than live suffering the disgrace of dismissal from the Army, while my
true friends know the charges were without the slightest foundation. Trusting, Mr. President, that you will grant this authority, .. .'' Armes, Ups a11d Downs of an Am1y Officer
(Washinbtton, 1900), p. 872. See PUSG, 16, 567-69. On the same day, John White,
Williamsport, Pa., telegraphed to USG. ~we the Taylor Guards Colored of Williamsport
offer you our services for Cuba or tt elsewhere we Can furnish you one hundred men of
the National Guards of Pennsylvania fourth Division" Telegram received (at 8:20 P.M.),
DLC-USG, 18. Also on Nov. 17, Michael Graham, New York City, telegraphed to USG.
"The Emmet Legion an lndependant military regt tender their Service~ to the United
States Government for services in Cuba Or Elsewhere. Eight hundred strong-Service at
twenty four i1ours votice~ Telegram received, ibid. On Nov. 21, Joseph W. Morehead,
"Late actg mastr U. S, N,- St. Louis, telegraphed to USG. "I can raise twelve hundred men
in Southern Illinois in a short time for the cuban cause" Telegram received (at I :20 P.M.),
ibid. On Nov. 22, Otto A. Schuly, Chicago, telegraphed to USG. "One thousand old Soldiers are ready at your Service in Defence of our flag." Telegram received, ibid. On Nov.
SM•, A. McDonald, ''Lieut Col of NewYork vol," New Orleans, telegraphed to USG. "Will
be ready when called on to furnish seven hundred confederates & five hundred union men
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for war ,vith spain" Telegram received (at 7:5.'i P.M.), ibid. On Nov. 25, Henry M. Turner.
Louis B. Toomer, and John H. Deveaux, Savannah, telegraphed to USG. "at an enthusiastic and large mass meeting of the colored citizens held last night to express indignation
at the butchery of our fellow citizens in Cuba strong resolutions denunciatery of the act
were unanimously adopted and five thousand 5000 colored citizens are ready to enlist for
Cuba to teach the Spanish authorities respect for the amcrican flag we despatch by order of the meeting" Telegram received, ibid.
On Nov. 19, J. Pembroke Jones, Catlett Station, Fauquier County; Va., had written to
USG. "As I share the indignation, felt both North and South, at the recent atrocities and
insults in Cuba and as I was educated as a NavaJ officer by the United States, 1. respectfully
tender you my services i.n case of a war with Spain. The present Navy would, doubtles.s,
prove adequate to meet any ordinary need of the Gov't; but, in view of the powerful Navy
ofSpain, the services of the Southern officers may be acceptable, and, if so, I take pleasure
in offering mine." ALS, Ford Collection, NN.
On Nov. 24, James Perry, Brooklyn, wrote to USG describing his invention of a new
type of heavy shell."... It had been my purpose to keep this matter a secret so far as that
other nations should not hear of it until we were ready to open the .great Exposition, but
the recent Spanish complication, sprung so suddenly upon us, necessarily imposes other
and more sacred duties on me; and I know of no better way than to submit this matter to
your examination and decision ..." ALS, D NA, RG 156, Letters Received.
On Nov. 25, Gen. WiUiam T. Sherman wrote to Frederick T. Dent, "I have your Very
friendly letter of the 19th and will be most happy always to contribute to your professional
advancement.-ln the matter ofa Foreign War, with Cuba, I have not even been consulted,
and should the Army be called upon to play a part I infer I am to be left out-The President seems to have dropped me from his List of Favorites, and I infer some slanderer has
gone between us. Of course I heed this but little and only give it to you, that in the event
of your seeking favor at Court, you may look to some courtier other t han me.. . ." ALS.
JCarbS.
On Nov. 27 and 29, a11d Dec. .5, Fish recorded in his diary. "During the night I had
received telegrams from Sickles containing some propositions made by the Governmeut
at Madrid, which upon consultation with the President, it was decided could not be accepted. Admiral Polo brought a personal telegram to himself, and on these telegrams a
conversation ensued which was put into the form of a memorandum .. ." "After Admiral
Polo left I took the Protocol to the Presidents. It was read to him and received his approval. I asked if he had any instructions to give relative to carrying out the dot ails with
Admiral Polo, relative to the time, place, and manner of receiving the ship and passenget·s:
he had none, except to express the preference that the men should be brought to the
United States in a national vessel, but said that he wot1ld not make a point of this if it were
seriously objected to.'' "The question is raised whether we might accept surrender in New
York or some other American port. Robeson and Creswell think she should be delivered
in Cuban waters. The President, however, is of opinion that the surrender in an American
port would be sufficient and repeats with some energy, that he would not allow a q_uestio11
of that nature to stand in the way of a friendly settlement." DLC-Hamilton Pish.
On Dec. fl, Governor Horace Austin of Minn. telegraphed to USG. "I believe the
Great majority of the People of Minnessota will rejoice if God opens no way out of the
Virginius difficulty except through the Independence of Cuba or Her annexation Minnesota will furnish you as many regiments of Troops as she may be permitted to raise

NOVEMBER 7, 1873

249

they will respond on short. notice and many of them will be Veterans'' Telegram received
(at 6:50 P.M.), DLC-USG, IB.
Also on Dec. .'i, Francisco Montaos, "Col. of Cavalry, Reg. Am1y," Matanzas, Cuba,
wrote to USG.".. .. The demands which your Government has made upon that of our disturbed country because of the seizure on the high seas of the steamer Virginius, employed
in a criminal enterprise against the Island of Cuba, are as injurious as they are humiliating, and the harshness ofthese demands, made before time was taken to establish facts and
circumstances to prove their justice or injustice, has filled to the brim the measure of our
sufferings ... Why, Sir, the case of the Virginius can, ere long, be repeated. with impunity;
and we know that our obstinate enemies, protected by American sympathy and hospitality, gathering courage by what has happened, have already had the temerity to announce
another piratical expedition. This you can be sure they would not plan except with the
hope of again abusing the flag of your respectable nation and using it as a cloak to hide
their shameless purposes ..... New rork Trib1me, Dec. 15, 1875.
On Dec. 7 and 12, Fish recorded in his diary. "After Admiral Polo left (at noon), I
went in company with the Secretary of the Navy to the Presidents . .• . Arriving at the
Presidents r stated the position of the case and t he reluctance ofSpain to restore the vessel with the flag flying. The President, at first, seemed to think it not essential to insist
upon this; but, Robeson and I expressing very decided opinions to the contrary, he concurred with us, and determined that it must be required.... He said that he would not allow any unimportant point to ~-tand in the way of a settlement, but that the spirit and sense
of the Protocol of 29th Nov. must be adhered to, he would agree to anything not inconsistent with that. He said that he was surprised at the temper of the Senators, adding (hurnourously) that he believed if Spain were to send a fleet into the harbor of New York, and
bombard the city, the Senate might pass a resolution ofregret that they had had cause for
so doing, and offer to pay tJ1em for the expense of coming over and doing it." "The evidence submitted by the Spanish Minister relative to the 'Virginius' was referred to, and
the Attorney General $aid that he had not yet had time fully to examine it, but it appeared
to him, as far as he had gone in the examination, pretty clear, that the vessel belonged to
the Cubans, and not to Patterson; but that the affidavits were ex parte, and he suggested
that the Secretary ofState might say that it appeared so doubtful with regard to the right
of the vessel to carry the flag, that the United States would spontaneously dispense with
the Salute. The President said he thought we had better say to Admiral Polo that the
salute would not be requiTed...." DLC-Hamilton Fish.
On Dec. 15, Joseph Medill, Paris, wrote to USG. "Our latest cable news is to the effect, that the Spanish bravos have concluded that discretion was the better part of vaJor
and like Capt. Scott's coon have notified you that they would climb down if you did not
shoot. 'The Virgi.nius is to be surrendered at once, also the eightsurvivors of the crew and
passengers.' What does this last mean? Have the. Spaniards continued shooting the crew
and passengers in spite of the remonstrances of the United States? and in spite of the supposed peremptory orders from Madrid? If such be the fact, can you le.t ,it pass in silence?
And what does the telegram mean that, the bloody monster 'Burriel had been promoted
to the Governorship of Santiago?' It was understood here, that one of your demands on
Spain was that the officers who caused the execution of the people on the Virginius must
be punished or delivered to the American Gov't for that purpose. If this be true, the promotion of the chiefof the assassins to tJ1e governorship of the city and Province where the
horrid act was perpetrated, is an open, flagrant and intentional i·n sult of the American

250

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

Gov t , and can not be overlooked if seJf respect be preserved. Unless the perpetrators of
tbe crime be adequately punished the American nation will have received very small satisfaction for the insult and outrage perpetrated on their flag, by the mere delivery of the
Virginius and eight survivors of the massacre. It will be a poor outcome for the imposing
naval demonstration and preparations for war, of which the people of Europe have been
reading so much for the last six weeks, and a mighty small dividend on the expenditure of
several millions of dollars in making ready to blow the butchers out of water, if they refused to comply with the American demands. But perhaps fuller information than that
given by cable may be more favorable to our side ofthe question. There is one t hing connected with this whole embroglio that upsets all my stock of patience, and that is the
maudlin sympathy expressed in behalf of 'our Struggling Sister Republic of Spain.' Senator Sumner led off with this dishonest cant, and I observe that others have followed suit.
The Oratorical demagogue Castelar is set down as a second Washington, and the chaotic
despotism existing in "rotten old Spain is dubbed Republicanism! God forefend that Republicanism should ever become so changed and decayed as to consist of such stuff as goes
by that name in Spa.in. Would the calling of the President, a Czar make the Goverment of
the United States an Autocracy? Would that change of name, also change the habits oflocal self Goverment of our people into the passive obedience of Goverment dictatorship
which characterize despotic systems? Hardly: Neither has the resignation of Amadeus and
the appointment ofCastelar converted Spain into a Republic. Republics are not created in
that way. Monarchy in Spain having reached a deadlock the King withdrew, thereupon
~ome politicians in Madrid agreed they would hereafter call Spain a There is absolutely
nothing in the present goverment of Spain which en tiles it to the sympathy of Republicans, and it is only provisional at most. As soon as the Carlos rebellion is put down and the
communists of Carthegena are crushed, Mr Castelar will be set aside just as Thiers was in
Fr,mce. I have watched and studied this goverment of France and cliscover that it no more
resembles a Republic than a wolf does a sheep-that it is simply a wolf in sheep's clothing-a pretended Republic but actually a centralized absolutism. And Spain is still less
entitled to the cognomen of Democracy, for she is a jackall with a lambskin over her head
and neck, but look at her teeth and feet, hair and eyes. What you say in your message of
the Spanish Cubans is the naked truth. They are little better in aim or nature than the
oonvicts ofour penitentiaries, and their clutch on the throats of the creoles should be loosened. There is one thing above all otheri; that needs reforming, and that is the commercial relations between Cuba and the United States, "'ruch should be placed on a fairer and
more equal footing. At present they arc wholly one sided and inequitable. Please have the
Statistical bureau prepare you a tabular statement of the annual imports and exports between Cuba and the United States for the last ten years. Foot up the totals and the result
will amaze you unless you have already done so. We purchase from Cuba and Porti Rico
about 80 millions worth of sugar and mollases, per annum, and at least !15 millions worth
of coffee tobacco, cigars and fruit. How much do they buy from us in exchange therefor?
Not one half- perhaps not a third of the amount. The difference is paid in gold, and the
balance of trade with Cuba for the past ten years has equalled the products of our gold and
silver mines. While this state of things last how can specie payments ever be reestablished
in the United States. Look at the Spanish tariffs on American trade. When coffee was
foolishly put on the free list and the duty on sugar was reduced nearly one half, the Cuban
junta instantly raised the export duties on on these produc.ts to correspond-so I am informed, and result is that Spain has been collecting several millions of taxes- thus levied on
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the American people to carry on her butcheries 111 Cuba for the maintenance of slavery
and barbarism which Sumner calls by the sweet name of Sister Republicanism. Now, it
does seem that the time has come to reform this one side traffic and trade. The Cuban
junta should be compelled to admit all American products into Cuba (and Porto Rico) on
the same terms that the United States admitted Cuban products. Fair trade to this extent
should be insisted upon and you can force them to it if you set about it. As soon as trade
on equal terms is established the deadly outflow of gold will cease and the country may
prepare for specie resumption without danger. But it can not sooner be done, in the face
ofthis Spanish drain of the precious metals for coffee sugar, fruits and cigar s. Just think
what a splendid demand wc;,uld arise for Western products to be shipped down the Mississippi, and what an impetus it would give to the commercial life of New Orleans St Louis,
Louisville, Cincinnati, Chicago, Peoria Quincy, even Galena and fifty other river cities, and
the whole agricultural interests of the West. It would create a new demand for Western
breadstuffi; and meats amounting to tens of milJions which would go far towards settling
the Railroad question by thus causing a competition at right angles with the course of
produce to the East. £very dollar's worth of tropical products purchased from Cuba and
Porti Rico would be paid for by American products and the enormous and exhausting drain
of the precious metals would forever cease. Great Britian manages to prevent any balance
of trade against her in her trade with Cuba and Porto Rico. Thus for I 87 l, the last year of
which I have the statistics, her trade was as follows. Imports from Cuba & P. £2.6S2..09 5
Exports to Cuba & P. 2.887.926. It is the United States alone, that are plucked Like a goose.
To sum up the case, as it appears to my mind. The American Govement should first put
an end to the disgraoeful, inhuman whole sale system of butchery going on in Cuba, for
the last five years, and free the native Cubans from the fearful tyranny of the Spanish
bravos 2d To compel the abolition of slavery a.nd peonage. This monstrous system
should be terminated. sd The establishment of reciprocal fair trade between the two
co1111tries in the 11atural products of each. 4th Respect for and protection to American interests and persons in Cuba. 5th Punishment of the assassins of the Virgit1ius people as a
redress for the present and a warning for the future. Personal matters I doubt whether
you will have patience or strength to wade thro' the foregoing. But please excuse its length.
Remember that an American away from home takes a deeper interest in what is transpiring at home than those there. I have spent the last 7 weeks in Paris, most ofthe time taking treatment for my bad hearing. I have learned now to use the remedies and instruments
myself and intend to work away at it for a year, hoping for some improvement. But I am
by no means sanguine. We have all enjoyed our visit abroad quite much. Mr Washburn has
treated us very kindly. So has Consul General Read. [n a few days we start for Nice, thence
to Italy. The weather in Paris since the first of November has been exceedingly pleasantit is only within a few days we have have had cold enough to congeal water. There are not
many Americans in Paris. [T)he commercial panic and tight times nipped their pockets
and sent them home from Europe by thousands. There are fewer Americans wintering in
Europe than any time since the Rebellion. The swindling landlords and extortionate shop
keepers complain bitterly of duU times since the birds of paradise have flown home It
is all stuff and nonsense to call Europe a cheap country to t ravel in. 1 find it just as expensive as in the United States. Some things are cheaper but other things are dearer.
Hotel bills are no less than at home, 011d Railroad travelling is 1/, to Y. dearer. Clothing is
cheaper and that is about all. I think that when my year is up I shall be quite ready to r eturn home. My <laughters have been at school since we came here and have ma.de quite
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good progress in ther French and German. Miss Nelly speaks F like a native; Miss Kitty
is doing well in German, and little Josie is doing well in both tongues but she spoke German in Chicago, while am spending three three or four hours a day on a French Gramar.
I find it hard work to get hold of the prononciation on account of my bad hearing but I
hope to be able to read the French papers before Spring quite freely, and next Sununer I
am going at the German of which l knew a little already: I am sure you would enj.oy a quiet
year in Europe and so would Mrs Grant, to whom please giv(e] our kindest regards I
beljeve you told me it was your intention to spend a year in Europe after you laid down
the official robes." ALS., USG S.
On Dec. I 7, Fish telegraphed to USG. "Admiral Polo tells me that the Captain General informs him by telegram that fft1lt the 'Virginius' was surrendered yesterday mornIng about nine o'clock at Bahia Honda and sailed at about four in the Afternoon the same
day." Telegram received, ibid. About this time, Roger A. Pryor, former brig. gen., C.S.A.,
wrote to USG. ~Although disfranchised, I am still anxfous for the welfare ofmy country,
and as a patriot, I am rejoiced that we have escaped the horrors of a war with Spain."
William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 42, March, I 892, p. I 8.
On Dec. 24, U.S. Senator George S. Boutwell of Mass., New York City, wrote to
USG. "I hope you will pardon me for troubling you with a word about the case of the Virginius. I am here without the aid or hindrance of books, and, therefore, can only apply my
unaided judgment to the case; but my views upon the last point in the opinion of the Attorney General are so fixed in my own mind that I venture to lay them before you. It being affirmed by the Attorney General that the Virginius had no right to carry the flag of
the United States, and in substanc.e conceded by him that she was engaged in an undertaking hostile to Spain, it follows, I think, that she was a violator of the laws and rights
of both powers, and consequently not entitled to the protection of either. Being thus
amenable to each power and not entitled to the protection of either, it follows necessarily
that she was first subject to jurisdiction, trial and penalty by that power which first succeeded in arresting her. This position is in accord with well settled principles of law and
practice by which an offense angainst each of two independent powers is first subject to
trial and punishment by the government making the arrest. Nor does the application of
this doctrine to the Virginius bring in question the justness of the steps already taken by
the government. At the time the demand was made for the surrender of.the Virginius, it
appeared, prima facie, that she was entitled to carry the flag of the United States, and,
therefore, her surrender was properly demanded Further investigation has overthrown
the primafacie case and established a cont rary state of facts. Next, it seems to me that no
question can be made against Spain upon the circumstance that the Vitginius was arrested
on the open sea. The Attorney General admjts that Spain might have arrested her in the
waters of Spain; but the open sea is the water of Spain for the purpose of defending her
rights and punishing her enemies, subject only to the condition that she can not use the
open sea adversely to any power with which she is at pea.,e. As the flag of the United
States was not a protection to the Virginius within the waters of Spain it could not have
been a protection anywhere upon the open sea. In the opinion of the Attorney General the
flag failed to protect the Virginius in the waters of Spain because the Virginius had no
right to carry the flag of the United States; but if she had no right to carry the flag of the
United States it could not have been a protection anywhere. Tam conscious, Mr. President, lhat these views are too hastily drawn when the gravity of the subject is considered.
I have not written in the spirit of1;ritil:ism, but rather with the wish that every ~ide of the
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subject shall be considered whether it be a weak one or a strong one. I foresee that when
the case is ended your administration will be subjected to searching, rigid, hostile criticism. What is done is, I believe, well done, and I do not doubt that the end will be sanctioned by the publicjudgment. My first thought was to write to the Attorney General, but
I could not bring myself to tb~ personality of a letter to him; J have., however, no objec.tion to his knowing what I have written.'' ALS, NH:i. See message to Congress, Jan. 5,
I 874; Foreign Relatio11s, 1874, pp. 922-1117; Ntwins, Fish, pp. 667-94; Richard H. Bradford, The l' i1-gini11s A.ffizir( Boulder, 1980).

To Roscoe Conkling
Washington D. C. Nov. 8th J 873.
MY DEAR SENATOR;
When the Chief justiceship became vacant I necessarily looked
with anxiety to some one whose appointment would be recognized
as entirely fitting and acceptable to the country at large. My own
preference went to you at once. But I determined-and announcedthat the appointment would not be made until the meeting of Congress-that 1 thought a Chief Justice should never be subjected to
the mortification of a r~jection. The possibility of your rejection of
course was not dreamed of. But I think the conclusion ofwaiting for
confirmation was right in principle.
I now wish to state to you that my first convictions on the subject of who should be Judge Chase's successor have received confirmation by time; and I tender the nomination to you, to be made
on the meeting of Congress, in the hope that you will accept, and in
the full belief that no more acceptable appointment could be made.
Very Truly Yours

u. s. GRANT

HoN. RoscoE CoNKLJNG

U.S. S.

ALS, DLC-Roscoe Conkling. On Nov. 20, 1875, U.S. Senator Roscoe Conkling ofN. Y.,
Utica, wrote to USG. "Your letter of the 8th Instant, postmarked the I :Ith, came here during my absence-on the 14th General Babcock mailed a copy which reached me at New
York on the 15th, and the space su1ce then you will not I trust think too long for due
reflection. You offer me the Chief Justiceship-and this confidence outweighs all the honors of the place-My transfer now from the Senate to the Bench, involves considerations
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not only beyond my own interest and wishes, but I think even beyond those before you;
and after much thought Tam convinced that in view of the whole case, you would agree
with me that another appointment should be made. I will not detain you with reasons, nor
with expressions of the profound sense of obligation to you which will aoide w1th me
always; hut in stead, I ask you to Jet your choice fall on another, who, however else
qt1alified, believes as man and lawyer, as I believe, in the measures you have upheld in war
and in peace.'' ALS, USG S; ADfS, DLC-Roscoe Conkling. On Nov. so, Secretary ofState
Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary a conversation with USG. "He spoke of the ChiefJust.iceship, and said he thought of offering it to me if T would accept it. Thanking him very
cordially, I told him that I could not, that I did not feel myself competent for the placehe replied that he would be t he judge ofthat, and he thought I was-I insisted that I could
not accept it-that it was upwards of twenty years since I had bad any connection with
the bar or practice, and I had no familiarity now with the proceedings of the Courts, and
I felt that it would be important to put a younger man in the place. He spoke of Caleb
Cushing that by appointing him, he could bridge over the embarrassment of making a selection, as he would expect in the case of nomination that Cushing would resign during
his Presidential term." DLC-Hamilton Fish. See note to Julia Dent Grant, Dec. I, 1873;
Julia Grant, pp. 193-94; David M. Jordan, Roscoe Conkling of New Tork; Voice in the Senate (Tthaca, 1971), pp. 198- 20ll; Charles Fairman, Reconstruction a11d Rnmwn 1864-88
(New York, 1987), II, s-45.
On May 10, U.S. Representative John A. Kasson of Iowa, Des Moines, had written
to USG. "In yielding to the request made of me to address the President touching the promotion of tltJudge Miller of the U.S. Sop, Court to the place of Chief Justice, I desire to
b'.clude the idea of being controlled by his former relation to the Bar of this State. J originally recommended his appointment on the Bench to President Lincoln because of his
possessing a high personal character, combined with a mind remarkably judicial in its
tone, and of great promise in its development. The testimony of the Federal Bar in Washington, after an eitperience of ten years- will more thau sustain that opinion; and will support the assertion that he has now no superior in i.ntellectual vigor on the Bench; and in
view of his age it may be added, that perhaps in no other is found equal promise of future
eminence in judicial ability. I venture, with great respect, to say so much on the subject,
as a Lawyer as well as a Representative. Desiring in this only the honor of the Bench and
the interests of justice, . . ." ALS, NH.i. In 1873, Samuel J. Kirkwood wrote to USG recommending Samuel F. Miller as chiefjustice. William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 34',
Jan., 1891, p. 21; The Collector, Oct., 1909, p. 129. See Charles Fairman, Mr. Justice Miller
011d the S11preme Court 1862-1890 (Cambridge, Mass., 1939), pp. 250-79.
On July 16, "S. B. H," Washington, D. C., wrote on Internal Revenue office stationery
concerning a clipping, datelined Milwaukee, July 12, reporting a statement ~from Senator Carpenter that the Chief Justiceship will be offered to Senator Howe, of this State,
should Senator Conkling decline." ~The writer entertains the opinion that conferring the
appointment of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States upon either of the
gentleman named in the above paragraph would be both inappropriate and injudicious.
Senator Howe is no doubt, a very worthy gentleman and is somewhat esteemed as a legislator-but is he extensively eminent as a lawyer? Ts he known and recognized by the
great people as a Jurist? lf the distinguished honor were conferred upon him, would he
impart dignity to the office? Senator Conkling is in manners-as styled by his FellowSenator Nye-a ' French Gentleman'-logical in debate-fluent in oratory and lithe and
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vigorous in legislative maneuver-but do any or all of these qualities specially adapt him
for the very important, responsible functions of Chief Justice? ls it not quite obvious to
every r easonable observer that the more essential prerequisites are pre-eminent ability as
a lawyer-great and varied experience in Jurisprudence-firmness of purpose-and decision and dignity of character? The _gentleman who in his 'make up' comprises the last
mentioned qualifications and in public esteem unites to them an experience satisfactory to
the people and useful to the public interests, as Associate Justice, a constitutent part of the
great tribunal, is Noah H. Swayne from Columbus, Ohio. Cogent and commanding as a
Speaker-affable in deportment-exemplary in morals-Consistent in politics as a Republican-Conservative, rather than extreme in his views-humane in sentiment-unwavering in official integrity-he is, I am sure, beyond successful Controversy, more admirably adapted to the great office-better qualified to promote the weal of the Repub.lic
and maintain the dignity of the nation in the performance of its grave duties than any
other man in the United States.'' AL, DNA, RG 60, Applications and Recommendations.
USG endorsed this letter to Attorney Gen. George H. Williams. AE (undated), ibid. In
J87S, John A. Bingham wrote to USG recommending Noah H. Swayne, U.S. Supreme
Court, as chjefjusticc. William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 5.
On Aug. 28, John M. Harlan, Louisville, wrote to USG. "Upon the death of the late
Chief Justice Chase it was announced that your Excellency would not fill the vacancy, thus
created, until after the meeting of Congress in December next, and that, in the meantime,
you would consider such suggestions as members of the Bar or others saw proper to m;u1.e
in reference to the successor of Mr. Chase. Without knowing whether that announcement
was by authority or not, l trust that it will not be deemed improper for me, as a member
of the legal profession to present some views touching this matter which occur to me as
not unworthy of your consideration It seems to be taken for granted by some that t he
President ought not, in any contingency, to select a Chief Justice ff'6ffl from the Associate Justices of the Supreme court. It seems to me that the public interests are not to be
s ubserved by the establishment of any such rule. On the contrary I submit that no such
rule ought to obtain if the President can find among the Associate Justices one whose relations to the Government, and whose ability and character give abundant assurance of all
neccessary qualifications for the Chief Justiceship. At all events, being an Associate J ustice should not be deemed a disqualification for Chief Justice. All things else being equal.
I maintain that in selecting a Chief Justice preference should be given to Associate Justices It would seem to be a precedent fraught with danger to the Administration ofjustice to announce that an Associate Justice-however fa.ithful he may have been in the discharge of his duties & however eminent may be his ability-could never succeed to the
office of Chief Justice. Happily for the country, the President is not compelled to go beyond the present Associate Justices to find one who, in the judgment of the legal profession, would adorn the exalted position of Chief Justice. I would not be candid with your
Excellency, did I not say, that my desire to see one of the Associate Justices appointed
ChiefJustice is increased by the fact that such promotion will open the way for some representative lawyer of the South to be placed on the Supreme Bench. That entire section of
the country is without such a representative in that high court. We have lawyers in the
South who will compare favorably with any in the land. Their ability is no less marked
than has been their fidelity to the cause of the Union and to the pdnciples ofliberty and
justice. In this class [ confidently place B. H Bristow of Kentucky, who is well known to
you. No one can doubt his preeminent qualifications for a place on the Supreme Bench. His
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appointment would reflect credit apon your Administration and give. I am sur e, very general satisfaction. I venture, Mr President, to express the earnest conviction that should
Col. B. be appointed you will be able, upon your retirement from the Presidency, to look
back at that appointment as one of the best acts of your Administration." ALS, DNA, RG
60, Applications and Recommendations.
On Sept. 16, Swayne, New York City, confidentially wrote to Benjamin H. Bristow
about a discussion between ·•11 friend" and USG, who said ··that if he appointed from the
bench-he should 'certainly" appoint S- Ch J-& B to fill the vacancy thus createdthat he was afraid-if he appointed S- he would retire at the End of a year or twowhich would involve the necessity of the appointment of apother C. J.- a thing that he
much dreaded, and that he feared- if the vancancy were offered to you-you would refuse
it- a thing that he worild also much dislike.-that you could & were doubtless, making
much more than the salary &c &c. . .." ALS, DLC-Benjamin H. Bristow. On Sept. 18 and
Oct. 24, Swayne again wrote to Bristow.·•... My friend said the _ _ said more than once
that he was afraid I would resign-if appointed-at the End of a year or two and that he
should then have 'all this trouble over again' which seemed to dread. He said also more
than once that he much wished to appoint you on behalf of the South-but he had no
assurance that you would accept-T he P- said further that 'he had never come to a11y

conclusion not to appoi,ztfrom the bench a11d that he had not at a11y time since the death of
C J. Chase-determined to appoint any particular perso11 and that the whole matter was
Still E:ntirely open, ..." "Private .. . A friend of mine came here a few days ago to see
Gen! G. After staying some hours-he said he had ascertaiJ1ed 'beyond all doubt' that the
posture of the matter that day, was-that if NY goes republican,-the place will be offered to Senator C. and that if the state goes otherwise or Senator C. should decline-the
place will be tendered to S-. He said fu rther that it would do no good then to see the Gen]
and that it was better not to do so... ," ALS, ibid. See Harry James Brown and Frederick D . Williams, eds., The Diary ofJames A. Gmfteld (East Lansing, Mich., 1967-81 ), fl,
246-47,

On July 8, Wayne MacVeagh, Harrisburg, Pa., had written to USG.#Perso11al . . . You
will believe l am sure that I have no desire to obtrude my advice in the matter of the Chief
Justiceship, but fealty to an old friend requires; and to make Sure that you do not fail to
consider Judge Strong in that connection. I need not speak of his cha_racter or his ability
for you have put the seal of your approval upon both; but I beg to say that among all his
distinguished colleagues I discover no one whose reputation as a jurist is likely in the future to excel his; and that if you make your choice from the Bench his own State would
applaud and the profession throughout the country would justify the selection of Judge
Strong-Everybody here will accept your choice when it is made, for we all know that
it will be alike worthy of the great office itself and of your grave responsibility in filling
it-" ALS, ICHi. In 1873, Benjamin H. Brewster wrote <o USG recommending William
Strong, U.S. Supreme Court, as chiefjustice. William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27,
Nov., 1889, p. 5.
On Sept. 20, Secretary of the Inter ior Columbus Delano wrote to John L. Miner,
Cincinnati. ~I am in receipt of your letter of t11e 18. instant, in reference to the ChiefJusticeship containing your suggestions and recommendations in behalf of Judge Matthews for that place. I shall take great pleasure in presenting your letter to the President. .. .n Copy, Delano Lettcrbooks, OHi. On Sept. a+. Delano wrote a similar letter to
Benjamin Butterworth, Cincinnati. Copy, ibid.
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To Ellen E. Sherman
wa·slzington D. C. Nov. 17th 187~
MY DEAR MRS. SHERMAN ,
Your letter asking a Cadet appointment for Dr. Hewitt's son I
find on my table this morning. More than two years ago I promised
to make that appointment when he become old enough. If he is old
enough for the class of /74,-and his application had been before
me when the appointments were made-He would have been appointed. But now it is to late for him to enter[--] unless there
should be a number of failures among those already named. If he
will send his application, directed to me, I will make such indorsement on it as to insure his apt. for /7 5.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT
ALS (photocopy}, PCarlA. See letter to Henry S. Hewit, Feb. 19, 187!!.

To Nathaniel Carlin
Washington, D. C. Nov. 28th 18-673.
DEAR SIR:

Your letter of the 22d inst. was received yesterday. I will answer
it in the order of your enquiries. Mr. Elrod was notified in the Summer, or Spring, that his services on the farm would not be retained
after the fall. He should make efforts to give you full possession
without delay. If you have hands to board you will require all the
room in the house.-The inventory of effects on the farm is not a
matter of much importance, as every thing there is required for the
use of the farm, or for feeding the stock.
As stated before I do not wish to rent any portion of the farm to
any body. I would much prefer the land to lay idle, or run to pasture
to renting it. This applies to G. W Dent's land as well as mine.-1
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do not see anything at present that I can do for Mr. Elrod. If it was
in my power to help him I would do so with pleasure. The best thing
for him, it seems to me, is to rent Mr. Tesson's place.
Your disposition of the manure I approve of. As a rule I favor top
dressing. But lands that are to be cultivated there is no way of using
manure except to plough under. I would suggest that the land in
grass be manured first. If there is any left it may be put on any other
land you think best. I want to get the farm in grass as rapidly as possible and cultivate none except as the meadows begin to wear out
when they must be cultivated for a year or two before they can be
got in order to reset-Putin oats & grass and corn and grass as you
propose.
I do not feel disposed to buy fencing material to fence off the
meadows as you suggest until the farm pays for it. But the outside
fences should be good so as to secure the stock. There is a cross
fence in the South wood pasture, separating the burned house from
the larger part of that field, and one round the hill field, or orchard,
both of which might be removed. That orchard is getting old and
might be left in the general pasture.
I directed Elrod to straiten the road along the creek before the
rail-road was built so as to have the creek in the pasture. Your doing so now I approve of, and it will give you some more rails. You
may also make the pond in the North pasture as suggested in your
letter.-My directions have been for years to use the dead and fallen
timber for fire wood and for burning lime, and to clear out all the
wood land to about the thickness timber should be left to grow,
leaving standing the most desirable varieties of timber.
You may train Beauty and then sell her to the best advantage you
can.-1 am glad you are arranging to turn the s[ta]llions out this
winter. It is a wonder to me that Young Hambletonian is alive now
with the care-or lack of care-that he has gone through with.You had better breed the bay two year old mare in the spring. All
the other colts you may try as they get old enough, and the fillies
that you think will not pay for training you may set to breeding, and
the horse colts you may sell when you can do so to advantage, or
keep them for farm work if needed. I will send you two very fine
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mares next summer, possibly more. One, a sister to Young Hambletonian, is now with foal to Messenger D uroc, probably the most
valuable horse in America. The other is a Knox mare, and will be
stinted to Jay Gould, a horse that has troted in 2.2 I, before she goes
out.-1 will send this letter to the care of Judge Long. But let me
know in your next where I am to address you here after.-1 shall be
obliged probably to get some one else to take the Judges place,
which I am very sorry for.
Yours Truly,

u. s. GRANT
ALS, CSmH.

Endorsement
Refered to the Sec. of War for the decission of the Department. My
own judgement is that the place Lt. Fitzpatrick holds in the Treas,
is not an office in contemplation ofthe law effecting retired officers,
and neither of his Salaries exceeding $2,500 00 per Annum that he
is entitled to both.
u. S. GRANT
Nov. 29TH /7 3
AES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 4-857 1871. Written on a letter of Oct. ~8, 187s, from AG Edward D. Townsend to retired !st Lt. Patrick Fitzpatrick, Cincinnati. "Your lener of the
25th instant, saying that since March 20, 187S, you have been drawing the salary ofU. S.
Storekeeper Internal Revenue Department, in addition to your pay as an officer of the
Army, and asking whether you will be required to refund either salary and whether you
have vacated your Commission of 1st Lieutenant in the Anny, has been submitted to the
Secretary of War, who directs me to say that the question of vacating your Commission
has not been decided, but that there is no doubt that you are not entitled to draw two salaries from the United States.; and the Paymaster General has been directed to cause the
amount drawn by you, as an officer of the Army, since March 20, l87S, to be refunded,
and to withhold your Army pay, so long as you continue in the Civil Office.'' ALS, ibid.
Probably on or shortly after Nov, 29, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to
Townsend. "I declined taking any action in this matter & to-day Mr. F. brings this endorsement from the President. Please prepare a statement of the case with reference to
the law applicable. for" AL (incomplete), ibid. On Dec. 9, Fitzpatrick, Washington, D. C.,
wrote to USG. "Considering that I have to refund to the United States eight months pay,
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I should like to receive some equivalent. I would, therefore, respectfully request to be appointed in the Judge Advocate General's Dept. or Pay Department, when a vacancy occurs in either ofthese departments. Irt he President desires, I could bererired at any time
after being appointed, since the number of officers in my grade on the retired List is not
limited by law. I hope the President will admit the justice of my petition by endorsing favorably thi.s application." ALS, ibid., Applications for Positions in War Dept. On Feb. 4 ,
t874, and March 2, 1875, Fit2patrick again wrote to USG requesting appointment. ALS,
ibid. No appointment followed.
On Oct. 23, 1871, Mrs. M. A. Fitzpatrick, Cincinnati, had written to [USG]. "As 1
wrote you sometime since and have ynot as yet received an answer I again appeal to you
for my long wished for request; which is that you would retire my son 2nd Lieutt. P. Fitzpatrick as you promissed me when you were at your fathers that you would order him before the retiring board of Philadelphia this is my sons request and I feel assured that you
will not turn a deaf ear to the supplication of a widowed mother iJi behalf of her afflicted
son he thinks it very bard that he should he refused when there are others being retired
who are much less disabled than himself he says he feels that you will be his friend and
grant him his request, Sincerely trusting that you will deero this worthy an answer I shall
anxiously await a reply." ALS, ibid., ACP, 4857 1871. Fitzpatrick, USMA 1868, was retired for disability for the Joss of an arm as of June 29, 1872.

To Samuel Clements
Washington D. C. Nov. 30th 18 73
DEAR Sm:

As recitations do not commence at the Academy until Tuesday-as I understand, and infer from your letter-I have authorized Jesse to remain until tomorrow-Monday-morning. He will
probably reach Cheltenham by two p. m. in time to prepare for recitation on the following day. If this is any violation of your rules,
l will regret it, for I know the value of discipline in school as well
as in every other walk of life, and do not want any indulgence for
one of my children that is not accorded to any other, under like
circumstances.
I was very glad to hear so flattering an account as you g ive of
Jesse's progress. He has never attended school but about three
years-from eight years of age to eleven-the balance of the time
being under irregular private instruction, with different tutors
from time to time. I am anxious that he should be prepared to enter
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Cornell next year-to take a scientific course- and beg that you
will let me know if you think he will be able to do so.
Very Truly yours
U. s. GRANT

REv. DR. S. CLEMENTS
ALS, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa. A graduate oftbe University of Pennsylvania
( 1847) and t rained as an Episcopal minister, Samuel Clements served as chaplain of Kenyon
College ( l 860- 6S) and established Cheltenham Academy near Philadelphia in 18'1 l.
On March 2, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Clements, Shoemakertown, Pa. "The

President directs me to say that your letters and despatches were all received. Mrs. Grant
conceived the idea that Jesse was sick or was threatened with the Typhoid fever, from the
fact that he wrote in one or two of his letters that he was suffering from head-ache. He
seemed to be, on the whole, happy, and says now that he was as happy as he could be but
felt that he was not learning as much as he ought, and as he could under private instruction. He mother was very anxious to have him at home and the President in view of these
circumstances concluded it would be better. He directs me to enclose you his check for
$277 l 0 / 100 the amount of your bill, and also the bill, which please receipt and return."
Copy, DLC-USG, Tl, 2. See Jesse R. Grant, In the Days ofMy Fatlu:r General Gro11t (New
York, 1925), pp. 102-5.

Draft Annual Message
[Dec.

I,

1873]

Treasury,
The receipts of the Goverment, from all sources, for the last
fiscal year were $333.738.204, and expenditures on all accounts
$290.345.245 thus showing an excess of receipts over expenditures
of $43.392.959. But it is not probable that this favorable exhibit
will be shown for the present fiscal year. Indeed it is very doubtful
whether, except with great economy on the part of Congress in
making appropriations, and the same economy in administering the
various departments of Government, whether the revenues would
not fall short of meeting actual expenses, and including interest on
the public debt.-1 commend to congress such economy and point
out two sources here where it seems to me it might commence; towit: in the appropriations for public buildings in the many cities
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where work has not yet been commenced; in the appropriations
for river and harbor improvement in those localities where the improvement are of but little benefit to eem general commerce, and for
fortifications, &c. There is a still more fruitful source of expenditure which I will point out later in this message. l refer to the easy
method ofmanufacturing claims growing ttttt effor losses in the war.
I would not be understood here as opposing the erection ofgood,
substantial, and even ornamental buildings by gGoverment where
ever tfte Ge¥t hes ttse fer such buildings are needed In fact I approve of the Govt. owning its own buildings, the country over, and
hope te see the day whett is not far distant when it will not only have
them, but will erect in the Capitol suitable residences for all persons who now receive commutation for quarters, o r ~ rent~
ey the Netiofl at Govt. expense, and for the Cabinet, thus setting
an example to the states which will induce them, may be, to erect
buildings for their Senators. But I would have this work conducted
when the revenues of the country would abundently justyify it.
The revenues have materially fallen off for the first five months
of the present fiscal year from what they were expected to produce,
owing to the general panic now prevailing, and which commenced
about the middle of September last. The full effect of this disaster,
or whether it may not prove a "blessing in disguise," is yet to be
demonstrated. In either event it is your duty to heed the lesson and
to provide by wise and well considered legislation, as far as lay in
your power, against a recurrence of the disaster, or to take advantage of all benefits that may have accrued.
My own judgement is, that however much individuals may have
suffered one long step has been taken towards specie payments;
that we can never have permanent prosperity until a specie basis is
reached; and that a specie basis cannot be reached, and maintained,
until our exports, exclusive of gold, pay for our imports, interest
due abroad &c or or so nearly so as to leave an appreciable accumulation of the precious metals in the Country from the products of
our mines. The developement of the mines of precious metals dur'i ng the past year, and the prospective developement of them for
years to come, are very gratifying in results. Could but half the gold
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extracted from the mines be retained at home our advance towards
specie payments would be rapid. To f'P601:1ee Htfft ~ increase our
exports sufficient currency is required to keep all the industries of
the country employed. Without th.is National as well as individual
bankruptcy must ensue. Undue inflation on the other hand, while it
might give temporary relief, would only lead to inflation of prices,
the impossibility of competing in our own markets fot the products of home skill and labor, and repeated renewwals of present experiences. Elasticity to our circulating medium therefore, and just
enough of it to transact the legitimate business of the country, and
to keep all industries employed, is what is most to be desired. The
exact thing is specie, the recognized medium of exchange the world
over. That ohtained we will have a currency of the exact degree of
elasticity. If there be too much of it efor the legitimate purposes of
trade & commerce it will flow out of the country. If too little the reverse will result. To hold what we have and and to appreciate our
currency to that standard, is the problem deserving of the most
serious consideration of Congress.
The experience of the present panic has proven that the currency of the country, based as it is upon the credit of the country, is
the best that has ever been devised. Usually in times of such trials
currency has become worthless, or so much depreciated in value as
to inflate values of all the necessaries of life as compared with the
currency. Every one holding it has been anxious to dispose of it on
any terms. ttNow we witness the reverse. Holders of currency hoard
it as they would gold tf in former experiences of a like nature.
It is patent to the most casual observer that much more currency, or money, is required to transact the legitimate trade of the
country during the fall and winter months, when the vast crops are
being removed, than during the balance of the year. With our present system the amount in the country remains the same the year
round. The result is an accumulation of all the surplus capital of the
country t6 in a few centers the balance of the year, tempted there by
the offer of interest on call loans. Interest being paid this surplus
capital must earn the interest paid, with a proffit. Being subject to
"call" it cannot be loaned,-only in part at best-to the Merchant
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or Manufacturer for a fixed term. Hence, no matter how much currency there might be in the country, it would be absorbed, prices
keeping pace with the volume, and disttters panics, stringency &
disasters would ever be recurring with the Autumn.
Elasticity in our Monitary system therefore is the object to
be attained first, and next to that, as far as possible a prevention
of the use of other peoples money in stock and other species of speculation. To prevent the latter it seems to me that one great step
would be taken by prohibiting the National Banks from paying
interest on deposites, and by forcing them into resumption, though
it would emy be only in Legal tender notes. Feta Ht For this purpose I would suggest the establishment of Clearing Houses for your
consideration.
To secure the former many plans have been suggested, most, if
not all of which, look to me more like inflation on the one hand, or
compelling the government on the other to pay interest, without
corresponding benefits, upon the surplus funds of the country during the seasons when otherwise unemployed.
I suggest for your consideration whether this difficulty might
not be overcome by authorizing the Sec. of the Treasury to issue, at
any time, to any Nation Bank of issue, any amount of their own
notes below a fixed percentage of their issue, on the banks depositing with the Treasurer of the United States an amount of government bonds equal to the Amount of notes demanded; the reeii,iel'tt:s
banks to forfeit to the Govt. say three,-or such proportion of the
interest accruing on the bonds so pledged as Congress may fixduring the time they are with the Treasurer: the bonds so pledged
to be redeemable by the banks, at their pleasure, either in whole or
in part, by returning their own bills for cancellation to an amount
equal to the face of the bonds withdrawn.
In view of the great actual contraction that has taken place in
the currency, and the comparitive contraction continuously going
on ~ due to the increase of population, increase of Manufacturies, and all the industries, I do not believe there is too much of it
now for the dullest period of the year. Indeed, if Clearing Houses
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should be established, thus forcing redemption, it is a question for
your consideration whether banking should not be made free, w-ttlt
retaining all the pledges safeguards now required to secure ate billholder.
In any modification of the present laws regulating National
banks, as a further step towards preparing for resumption of Specie
payments I fflttttff invite your attention to a consideration of the
propriety of exacting from them the retention as a part of this reserve, either the whole, or a part, of the gold interest accruing llpon
the bonds pledged as security for their issue. I have not reflected
enough on the bearing this might have in producing a scarcity of
coin with which to pay duties on imports to give it my positive recommendation. But your attention is invited to the subject.
During the last four years the currency has been contracted,
directly, by the withdrawel of millions of three per cent certificates, millions of interest bearing notes, outstanding on the 4th of
March 1869, and the conversion of
of 7 30 bonds, all of
which took the place of an equal amount of legal tender notes in the
reserves of banks.
During the same period there has been a much larger comparitive contraction of the currency. The population of the country has
largely jncreased. More than 25000 miles of rail-road have been
built, requiring the active use of Capital to run them. Millions of
acres of land have been opened to cultivation requiring capital to
move the products. Manufacturies have multiplied beyond all precedent in the same period of time, requiring capital weekly for the
payment of wages and for the purchase of materiel; and probably
the largest of all comparitive contraction arises from the organizing of free labor in the South. Now every laborer there receives his
wages, and for want of savings banks the greater part of such wages
are carred in the pocket, or hoarded until required for use.
These suggestions are thrown out for your consideration without any recommendation that they shall be carried out litterally, but
hoping that the best method may be arrived at to secure such an
elasticity of the currency as to keep employed all the industries of
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the country, and to prevent such an inflation whielt as will put off
resumption of specie payments indefinitely. 1 The decissions of Congress on this subject will have the hearty support of the Executive.
In previous messages I have called attention to the decline in
American ship building, and recommended such legislation as would
secure to us ft our portion of the carrying trade. Stimulated by high
rates of freight, and abundance of it, req:utrittg tr1msport:atiott the
progress for the last year in ship building has been very satisfactory. Ht this f'espeet The increase in the percentage of American
eomodit products carried in American vessels for the year has been
about three. With the reduced cost of material which has taken
place it may reasonably be hoped that this progress will be maintained, and even increased. As we tttty However, as we pay about
$80,000.000 00/1 oo per Annum, to foreign vessel, for the transportation of our surplus, to a market, thus increasing the balance of
trade against us to this amount, the subject is one worthy of your
serious consideration.
"Cheap tTransportation" is a subject that has attracted the attention of both producers and consumers for the past few years, and
has contributed to, (if it has not been the direct cause) of the recent
panic and stringency. As Congress, at its last session appointed a
special committee to investigate this whole subject during the nine
months of vacation, to report at this session, I have nothing to recommend until their report is read.--There is one work however, of
a National character, in which the greater portion of the East & the
West, the North & the South, are equally interested to which I will
invite your attention. The State of New York has a canal connecting Lake Erie with the H tide water on the Hudson river. The State
of Illinois has a similar work connecting Lake Michigan with navigable water on the Ill. river, thus making water communication, inland, between the east and the west & South. These great WMeP
artificial water courses are the property of the states through which
they pass, and pay toll to these states. Would it not be wise statesmanship to pledge these states that if they will open these canals
for the passage of large vessels the general Government will look
after, and keep in navigable condition, the great public highways
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with which they connect? to wit, the overslaw on the Hudson, the
St Clair flats, and the lll. and Mississippi rivers? This would be a
National work: one of great value to the producers of the West and
south, in giving them cheap transportation for their produce to the
Seaboard and a market: and to the consumer in the east in giving
them cheaper food; particularly of those articles of food which do
not find a foreign market and the prices of which therefore are not
regulated by foreign demand.-The advantages of such a work ttt"e
is to obvious for argument. I submjt the subject to you therefore
without further comment.
In attempting to regain our lost commerce, and carrying trade,
I have heretofore called attention to the States south of us offering
a field where much might be accomplished. To further this object I
suggest that that a small appropriation be made, accompanied with
authority for the Sec. of the Navy to fit out a Naval vessel to ascend
the Amazon river to the mouth of the Madeira, thence to explore
that river, and its tributaries, into Bolivia, to report to Congress at
its next session, or as soon as practicable, the accessibility of the
country by water, its resources, and the population so reached. Such
an exploration will cost but little, & can do no harm, and may result
in establishing a trade of value to both Nations. 2
ln further connection with the Treasury Department I would
recommend a revision and codification of the tariff laws: and the
opening of more mints for coining money, with authority to coin for
such Nations as may apply.
War Department
The attention of Congress is invited to the recommendations
contained in the report of the Sec. of War, herewith accompanying.
The apparent great cost of supporting the Army is fully explained
by this report and tlterefere tteetis fl6 eomment I hope will receive
your attention.
While inviting your general attention to all the recommendations made by the Sec. of War, there are three to which l call special attention. First; the importance of preparing for war in time of
peace, by providing proper Armament for our Sea coast defences.
Proper armament is of vastly more importance than proper forti-
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fyications. The latter can be supplied tempot'eri:ly very speedily for
temporary purposes when needed. The former cannot. The second
is the necessity of reopening promotion in the Staff Corps of the
Army. 8 Particularly is this necessity felt in the Medical and pay
departments. At this time it is necessary to employ "Contract
Surgeons" to supply the necessary Medical attendance required by
the Army.
With the present force of the pay department it is now difficult
to make the payments to troops provided for by law. Long delays in
payments is productive of desertions and other demoralization. The
law prohibits the payment of troops by other than regular Army
Paymasters.4
There are now thirteen vacancies in the Ordnance Department
thus leaving that branch of the service without sufficient officers to
conduct the business ofthe different Arsenals on a large scale if ever
required.
Navy.
During the past year our Navy has been depleted by the sale of
some vessels no longer fit for Naval service, and by the condemnation of others not yet disposed of. This however has been more than
compensated for by the repair of six of the old wooden ships, and by
the building of eight new sloops of War, authorized by the last Congress. The building of these latter has occured at a doubly fortunate
time. They are about being completed at a time when they may possibly be much needed, and the work upon them has not only given
direct employment to thousands of men, but have no doubt been the
means of keeping open establishments for other work, at a time of
great financial distress.
[The Navy has been decreased in numbers during the last year
by the sale of 9 condemned ships, and has lost somewhat in efficient
force by the condemnation of seme seven others of our white oal<
ships which have been found unfit for further service: but it has been
strengthened on the other hand by the thorough repair of six live
oak ships which, though of small size and none of them sufficiently
forward to be of service at this time, will within a few months help
to fill up the gaps in our cruising Navy. The eight new sloops of war
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authorized by the last Congress are in process of construction at the
various Navy Yards and by contract in private ship yards. The work
upon these sloops with their engines and machinery, besides the
necessary contribution which they will make to the effective cruising force of the Navy, bas been the means of giving employment to
a large number of workmen in the various public and private establishments of the country, and are, during the season of financial and
industrial distress, contributing very materially to the support of
thousands of dependent people.
The estimates which were made some time ago do not differ
materially from those of the preceding year, and the actual expenditures to the first of the present month bear a like general proportion to those of last year, except to the extent that they are increased by current expenditure of the special appropriation made
for building the new sloops of war above mentioned.
Since the commencement of the present last month however, the
distressing occurrences which have taken place en &ttt' ¥ery Sett
66ftffl (in the waters of the Caribbean sea) almost on our very seaboard while they illustrate most forcibly the necessity~ always
existsing, that a nation situated like ours should maintain in a state
of possible efficiency a Navy adequate to its responsibilities, has at
the same time demanded that all the effective force we really have
shall be put in immediate readiness for warlike service. This has been
and is being done promptly and effectively, and ( am assured that all
the available ships and every authorized man of the American Navy
will be ready for whatever action is required for the safety of our
citizens or the maintenance of our honor. This ofcourse will require
the expenditure in a short time of some of the appropriations which
were calculated to extend through the fiscal year, but Congress will
I doubt not understand and appreciate the emergency and will
provide adequately not only for the present preparation but for the
future maintenance of our Naval force. The Secretary of the Navy
has during the past year been quietly putting some of our most effective Monitors in condition for service, and thus the exigency
finds us in a much better condition for work than we could possibly
have been without his action.
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Affairs in Utah require your early and special attention. The Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of Clinton vs. Englebrecht, decided that the United States Marshal of that Territory
could not lawfully summon jurors for the district courts; and those
courts hold that the Territorial Marsha] cannot lawfully perform
that duty, because he is elected by the Legislative Assembly, and not
appointed as provided for in the act organizing the Territory. All
proceedings at law are practically abolished by these decisions, and
there have been but few or no jury trials in the district courts of that
Territory since the last session of Congress. Property is left without protection by the courts, and crimes go unpunished. To prevent
anarchy there, it is absolutely necessar y that Congress provide the
courts with some mode of obtaining jurors, and I recommend legislation to that end; and also that the probate courts of the Territory, now assuming to issue writs of injuction and habeas corpus, and
to try criminal cases and questions as to land titles, be denied all
jurisdiction not possessed ordinarily by courts of that description
I have become impressed with the belief that the act approved
March 2. 1867, entitled "An Act to establish a uniform system of
Bankruptcy throughout the United States," is productive of more
evil than good at this time. Many considerations might be urged for
its total repeal, but if this is not considered advisable, I think it will
not be seriously questioned that those portions of said act providing for what is called involuntary bankruptcy operate to incr ease
the financial embarrassments of the country. Careful and prudent
men very often become involved in debt in the transaction of their
business, and, though they may possess ample property, if it could
be made available for that purpose, to meet all their liabilities, yet ,
on account of the extraordinary scarcity of money, they may be unable to meet all their pecuniary obligations as they become due, in
consequence of which they are liable to be prostrated in their business by proceedings in bankruptcy at the instance of unrelenting
creditors. People are now so easily alarmed as to monetary matters
that the m ere filing of a petition in bankruptcy by an unfriendly
creditor will necessarily embarrass, and oftentimes accomplish the
financial ruin of, a responsible business man. Those who otherwise
mig ht make lawful and just arrangements to relieve themselves
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from difficulties produced by the present stringency in money, are
prevented by their constant exposure to attack and disappointment
by proceedings against them in bankruptcy, and, besides, the law is
made use ofin many cases by obdurate creditors to frighten or force
debtors into a compliance with their wishes, and into acts of injustice to other creditors and to themselves. I recommed that so much
of said act as provides for involuntary bankruptcy on account of the
suspension of payment be repealed. 5
Your careful attention is invited to the subject of claims against
the Government, and the facilities afforded by existing laws for
their prosecution. Each of the Departments of State, Treasury and
War, have demands for many millions of dollars upon their files, and
they are rapidly accumulating. To these may be added those now
pending before Congress, the Court of Claims, and the Southern
Claims Commission, making in the aggregate an immense sum. Most
of these grow out of the rebellion, and are intended to jndemnify
persons on both sides for their losses during the war; and not a few
of them are fabricated and supported by false testimony. Projects
are on foot, it is believed, to induce Congress to provide for new
classes of claims and to revive old ones through the repeal or modification of the statute of limitations, by which they are now barred.
I presume these schemes, if proposed, will be received with little
favor by Congress, and I recommend that persons having claims
against the United States cognizable by any tribunal or Department thereof, be required to present them at an early day, and that
legislation be directed, as far as practicable, to the defeat of unfounded and unjust demands upon the Government; and I would
suggest, as a means of preventing fraud, that witnesses be called
upon to appear in person to testify before those tribunals, having
said claims before them for adjudication.]
Interior
The policy inaugurated towards the indians at the begining of
the last Administration has been steadily pursued, and, I believe,
with beneficial results. It will be continued with only such modifications as time and experience may he demonstrate as necessary.
With the encroachments of civilization upon the ind:ian reservation and hunting grounds disturbances have taken place between
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the indians and whites during the past year, and probably will continue to do so until each race appreciates that the other has rights
which must be respected.
The policy has been to collect the indians, as rapidly as prn~sible,
on reservations,-and as far as practicable within what is known as
the ilndian Territory-and to teach them the Arts of Civilization
and self support. Where found off their reservations and endangering the peace and safety of the whites they have been, and will continue to be, punished.
The territery Indian Territory, south of Kansas & West of
Arkansas, is sufficient in area and agricultural resources to support
all the indians east of the Rocky Mountains. In time no doubt all
of them, except a few who may select to make their homes among
white people, will be there. As a preparitory step for this consumation I am now satisfied that a territorial form of government should
be given them which will secure the treaty rights of the original
settlers, and protect their homesteads from Ailnation for a period of
twenty years. ¼wHl ftet ettter' tttte pttrt-ieultH"s lte1'e ftS te 1:lte ~
fMm ef ttWf' I ~ ree6fflmenti 6
The opperations of the Patent office are growing to such magnitude, and the accumulation of materiel is becoming so great, that
the necessity for more room is becoming more obvious day by day.
I respectfully invite your attention to the report of the Commissioner of Patents on this subject.
District of Columbia
Under the very efficient management of the Governor and the
Board of Public Works of this District the City of Washington is
rapidly assuming the appearance of a Capitol of which the Nation
may well be proud. From being a most unsightly place three years
ago, disagreeable to pass through in Summer in consequence of
the dust arising from unpaved streets, and almost impassable in the
winter from the Mud, it is now one of the most sightly cities in the
country, and can boast of being the best paved. The work has been
done systematically, the plans, grades, location of sewers, water &
gas mains cletermined on, &c. before the work was commenced, thus
securing permanency when it WftS completed. I question whether so
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much has ever been accomplished before, in any American city, for
the same expenditures. The Government having large resenations
in the City, and the Nation at large having an interest in their Capitol, I recommend a liberal policy towards the District of Columbia,
and that the government should bear its just share of the expense of
these improvements. Every citizen visiting the Capitol feels a pride
in its growing beauty, and that he too is part owner in the investments made here.
Civil Service Reforrn
In three successive Messages to Congress I have called attention
to the subject of "Civil Service Reform." Action has been taken so
far as to authorize the appointment of a Board to devise rulers governing methods of making appointments, &c. but there has never
been any action making these rules, or any rule, binding, or even
entitled to observance when Members of Congress desire the appointment of a friend or the removal of an official who may be disagreeable to them. To have any rules effective they must have the
acquiescence of Congress as well as of the Executive. I commend
therefore the subject to your attention, and suggest that a special
committee of Congress might confer with the Civil Service Board
during the present Session for the purpose of devising such rules as
can be maintained, and which will secure the services of honest and
capable officials; and which will also protect them in a degree of
independence while in office.
It is a matter ttaf great embarrassment to the Executive to
resist the importunities of New Members of Congress to make
changes,-sometimes of the entire federal patronage in their districts-Many times on no higher grounds than the failure of the
office holders to favor the nomination of the member elect, although
there is no complaint of lack of support after the nomination. The
fact is in too many cases government officials are p1edge to support
the claims of the incumbent member who is supposed to have procured their appointments.7
Proper rules will protect Congress from much needless persecution as well as the Executive, and will prove of great value to the
public at large.
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ADf (bracketed material not in USG's hand), DLC-USG, Ill. USG's drafts of the opening p aragraph of the message, proposed Constitutional amendments for electing the president and vice president and modifying the presidential veto., and recommendations to
admit Colorado Territory to statehood and to enact general amnesty for those still undeJ'
political disabilities for disloyalty are listed in Parke-Bernet Sale No. 2235, Dec. s, 1963,
no. 97. The full message includes synopses of the Vienna Exposition, foreign relations,
postal matters, land office transactions, Russian immigration, and pension disbursements and recommendations for legislation concerning expatriation and citizenship, a
quinquennial census, and black suffrage. USG's message begins: "The year that has passed
since the submission of my last message to Congress has-especially during the latter
part of it-been an eventful one to the country. In the midst of great national prosperity
a financial crisis has occurred that has brought low fortunes of gigantic proportions; political partisanship has almost ceased to exist, especially in the agricultural regions; and
finally, tbe capture upon the bigh seas of a vessel bearing our flag has for a time threat~
ened the most serious consequences, and bas agitated the public mind from one end of tbc
country to the other. But this, happily, now is in the coarse of satisfactory adjustment,
honorable to both nations concerned ...." Copy (printed}, DNA, RG 130, Messages to
Congress. Foreign Relations, 1873, pp. iii-xx.iii. Delay in organizing the House of Representatives postponed delivery oft he message until Dec. 2. On [Dec. l], USG wrote to Julia
Dent Grant. ''Cant you have some champagne & cake-say two bottles- brought up for
the Cabinet while we are awaiting. the arrival of the Committee of the two houses of Congress to announce their readiness to receive the Message?" ANS (undated), Johnson and
Wales Culinary Inst itute, Providence, R. I.
On Nov. 18, a newspaper had reported. "PRESIDENT GRANT to-day commenced the
preparation of his annual message to Congress, but will defer that portion relating to
Cuban affairs until with.in a day or two of the meeting of Congress, desiring first to obtain all possible information otJ the subject. During a brief conversation yesterday, he said
that be should in his message again recommend legislation on Utah affairs in order to relieve judicial matters in that territory from present embarrassment. He would, in calling
attention to financial subjects, submit a plan not yet fully matured, rendering the currency
more flexible, and preventing it, if possible, from being used, as recently, for gambling
purposes... : Washingt<>n Evening Star, Nov. 18, 1873. On Nov. 25, USG read a draft uf
his message to the cabinet. Hamilton Fish diary, Nov. 25, 1875, DLC- Hamilton Fish. On
Dec. 4, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Frederick Watts, commissioner of agriculture, explaining
that his report had been overlooked in USG's message.". .. l knew the President left seve!'al subjects unnoticed, ofwhich he would have liked to speak, and I find this morning that
your report was mislaid and that the President did not read ittt Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
On Oct. 25, U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton of Ind., Indianapolis, had written to USG.
"I beg I.eave to call your attention to the necessity for an amendment of the Constitution
in regard to the mode of electing the President and Vice President. The present method
is exceedingly imperfect, is surrounded by dangers and liable to accidents that might precipitate the country into civil conflict in the case of a closely contested election where the
votes of two or three states would turn the scale. There is no provision upon the statute
book of any State, nor is there any place or power under the Constitution, to contest the
election of electors who have been chosen by fraud or violence. I made a speech in the Senate last winter, which will be found in the Congressional Globe containing the proceedings of Jan'y 17th, which was the result of much labor and research, in which I endeavored
to point out the dangers and imperfections of the present system, and the improvements
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or reforms that I supposed could be adopted. My object in writing this letter is to suggest
to your consideration the propriety of calling the attention of Congress to the subject in
your ammal message This has been done by former Presidents, and notably by General
Jackson who in five annual messages urged upon Congress the importance of an immediate and earnest c.onsideration of the subject Should this suggestion strike you favorably
I would invite your attention to my speech in the Senate, not bec-duse of any merit in it,
beyond the attempt to point out the dangers and defects of the present system and the
possible remedies, but because it might assist you somewhat in your labors if you undertook to examine the question." LS, InHi.
USG reported that $15,500,000 awarded the U.S. from Great Britain to settle the
Alabama Claims had been paid and invested i.n registered U.S. bonds pendjng congressional action. In Oct. 1873, Williams & Haven et I)[., New London, Conn., petitioned USG
concerning claims for damages inflicted by "the Alabam11, Florida, Shenandoah and their
te11ders." "... They earnstly hope. that you will urge upon the coming congress to take some
immediate measure for their rele{f, by legislation which will enable them to prove the just
amount of their claims and to receive prompt payment thereof, ..." DS (20 signatures),
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Two undated copies ofth1s same petition with different signatures are ibid. On Dec. 9, William Marvin, Skaneateles, N. Y., wrote to USG.
·'Not knowing to which ofthe departments my application ought to be sent, I take the liberty of addressing it directly to you-You will recollect me as having been, before and
during the late civil war, judge of the United States district court for the Southern district of Florida, and, after the war, provisional Governor of that State, under Mr Johnson's
administration-I am now out of employment, and would be glad to .be appointed one of
the commissioners to distribute to the claima.nts the money awarded in the case of the
AJabama Claims, in the event that congress shall pass an act authorizing the establishment
of a commission for that purpose" ALS, ibid., Letters of Application and Recommendation. On June 22, 1874, Brig. Gen, Montgomery C. Meigs, Washington, D. C., wrote to
USG. "l understand that the Geneva Award Bill is likely to pass and the commissioners to
be appointed to-day. Allow me to recall to your memory MT. Samuel Churchman, of Philadelphia now, to whom I gave a letter reciting his services in the Quartermaster's Department during the war as an expert in matters relating to transports and Ocean steamers.
He is now in this city, and if made one of the commissioners I believe that he would bring
to the duties of the office great knowledge and inflexible integrity." LS, ibid. A letter of
Dec. 11, 1872, from Meigs to USG on the same subject is ibid. On June 23, 1874, USG
signed a much-debated bill authorizing presidential appointment offive commissioners and
a clerk to adjudicate claims. See CR, 45-1, 3687-90, 3753- 67, 3785-811,4734- 55, 475765, 4834-47, 5358-66; U.S. Statutes at Large, XVIII, part 3, pp. 245-49. On Nov. 11,
1873, John Pool, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. "I beg leave to recommend
Hon. Kenneth Rayner, as meriting, in a high degree, the favor of the Administration. He bas
been personally known to me, for many years, & I have watched his public()ourse with care
& interest. Previous to the breaking out of the rebellion, when many others were engaged
in the systematic effort 1:o prepare the Southern mind, & 'fire the Southern heart,' for t hat
step, be was not only very active, but almost feftettl ttt ffl'!I fa.natical his opposition to their
schemes. He publicly denounced the Dred Scott decission as a violation of the Constitution---& the repeal of the Missoud Compromise, as a dangerous outrage on good faith &
public policy. During the first two or three years of the rebellion, he was forced to yield to
its authority. But, in 186+, he sustained the Union men in, North Carolina, in their efforts
to urge the Confederate authorities into a peace with the general government on the best
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terms attainable, Upon the surrender, in 1865, he publicly proclaimed that the Southern
people should cease all opposition to the government, accept in good faith the results of
the war, return to order & loyalty, & sustain the authorities in the practical enforcement
of the national policy. Since, he has earnestly sustained the administration of Genl. Grant
& coopei;ated with the Republican Party. .. ." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application
and Recommendation. On Nov. 20, Brig. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, Washington, D. C., wtote
to USG. "J wish to add my voice to that of the many friends who will recommend to you the
Hon. Kenneth Rayner for an appointment in connection with the Geneva arbitration .. ."
LS, ibid.; (press) Howard Papers, MeB. On Dec. 9, Robert C. Schenck, U.S. minister, London, wrote to USG. ''If any act should be passed providing for the appointment of Commissioners to distribute the money awarded at Geneva under the Treaty of Washington,
l beg leave warmly & earnestly to recommend for a place on such a Board the Hon Kenneth
Rayner of Mississippi ... ." ALS, ONA, RG .59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid, On May 26, 1874, Vice President Henry Wilson wrote to
USG. "I understand that the Hon. Kenneth Raynor is to be pressed for the position of commissioner under the Geneva award. I have known Mr Raynor for more than twenty years
as a man of decided ability and of unquestioned integrity of character, and I regard him as
one of that clas!t ofSouthern men whom it would be sound policy to bring into the service
of the government. l therefore trust that the effort on his behalf may be successful.tt LS,
Boston Public Library, Boston, Mass. On Juoe 8, Georg·e H. Stuart, Philadelphia, wrote to
USG. "I have much pleasure to add my quota, and endorse thevery high recommendations
ofso many influential Citizens of New Jersey, & other places, which shall be presented to
you on behalfof my friend Hon Judge Ryerson, for the appointment ofone of the Commrs
to distribute the Geneva Award...." ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On March 15, U.S. Senator George G. Wright of
Iowa had written to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recommending Caleb Baldwin as a
commissioner. Al.S, ibid. On June 23, USG nominated Hezekiah G. Wells, Martin Ryerson, Kenneth Rayner, William A. Porter, and. Baldwin to the Court of Commissioners of
Alabama Claims and John Davis as clerk. See SED, 44-2 - 21; Gregg Cantrell, Kenneth and
John ,8. Ray ner a11d the Limits of Southem Dismzt (Urbana, I 993), pp. J 58-60.
Among papers USG transmitted to Congress with his message was a letter of
Aug. 18, 1873, from Buenaventura B:iez and three others to USG requesting that the
U.S. establish a protectorate over Santo Domingo. Foreign Relah'ons, 1873, pp. 222-2 3.
On Oct. 18, an unidentified correspondent, probably Joseph W Fabens, Boston, wrote to
USG. ~The President of the Republic ofSanto Domingo, in a personal letter to me, dated
September 25th, after statrng the exhausting victory of the Army of the Republic, over
what has been called an insurrection, but which was really an invasion by land and sea
from Hayti, closes with these words, 'I beg you to use what influence you can, to induce
your government to send a naval force to the waters of this island, for the moral effect it
may have.' It seems from this and orher sources of information that the United States
naval vessels have been withdrawn from these waters for a considerable t ime. These words
'moral effect' signify more than most people understand. Hayti and Santo Domingo are
nominally at peace wifft. The fillibuster ing expeditions fitted out in Hayti, and with the
countenance and .~upport of its Government, are really violations of the public peace, and
of international law. Those by sea are really piratical. The moral effect of the presence of
our ships would be to deter such outlaws and to keep the public peaoe. I feel authorized to
address you, because the interest which you manafest in the suppression of violence and
strife, and in the maintenance of peace and order everywhere, and the potent influence
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which you can exercise encourage me to address you, not in behalf of the Government so
much as of the unfortunate people of Santo Domingo-You are aware tliat this little handful of people, ignorant and superstitiou~· as is tbe majority, are nevertheless democratic
and liberal in their tendencies, and that ever since the overthrow of the Spanish domination, they have manafested these desires and tetideucies in action. The liberal municipal
institutions established by the old Spaniards have been handed down to this generation,
so that the people have been accustomed to considerable exercise of political right. They
have a republican form ofGovermnent. They would doubtless now e1~oy practical freedom
and a rapid development of the vast resources of their island, instead of a military despotism, and utter stagnation of business, aJJd become valuable allies of the United States,
were it oot for outside. influences and stem necessities, to some of which I will allude
presently. It is hard for strangers to understand, how a people all of whom detest slavery,
and love freedom, and so large a proportion of whom are intel1igent, and practical enough
for self-government can willingly commit such unlimited power as the Dominicans do to
their President, can submit to absolute military despotism, and to virtual prevalence of
martial law, with heavy conscriptions and the like. But those who know the island understand it easily. The Dominicans are of the white race a.nd mixed breeds, with few pure•
blacks. The Haytians are almost all negroes-All intelligent Dominicans perceive that
their ex,istence as a people is constantly threatened by the Blacks of Hayti. The ignorant
live in constant terror of enemies whom they hate, as intensely as one race or breed ever
hated another. Mothers frighten their children by threat.ening to call a black Haytian to
come and gobble them up. There is good historical reason for this besides much of superstition and prejudice. Five times in forty years, the negroes of Hayti, who although
possessing only the weste.rn end of the island, and about a fifth of its territory, are five
times as numerous, and rich as the Dominicans, have crossed the mountains in open war,
and in large numbers. Once under Toussaint they held possession several years-hated
and detested by the public, but were finally driven out with great slaughter-Such however is the lust of the dominant l?arty among the negroes, for the possession of the whole
island, which they are taught to bcleive is by right, and to be essential to the existence and
greatness of the future black Republic, that they neglect no opportunity to make indirect
war upon Santo Domingo: to keep the people in a constant state of dread, and so prevent
that growth win wealth and power, which its munificent natural endowments would be
sure to effect, if peace and order and security of property should prevail Hence the Government gives" L (incomplete), Essex Institute Library, Salem, Ma~s. On Jan. 26, 1874,
Fabens, New York City, wrote to Orville E. Babcock. "Our friend Baez is here, and has
asked particularly for you-He proposes to visit Washington, and pay his respects to
Prest Grant, thanking him heartily for his great efforts in behalf of Santo Domingo-He
will not be able to leave here for some days however, as he is under going medical treatment for his eyes, which will detain him here. I think he had better go over alone (unless
Dr Howe could accompany him) and go to Arlington_where you could call upon him in a
quiet friendly ,yay & take him over and present hjm to the Prest. He is, as you know very
discreet, and the Prest and he may confer together in all frankness with no fear of his reporting a private conversation-.. ." ALS, Babcock Papers, ICN. On Jan. 28, Babcock
drafted a reply to Fabens. "I am in receipt of your letter-The President says he could of
course see President Baez- I told him he comes as a citizen not as an official- and of
course there can be no objection to seeing him-If you let me know in advance I shall secure rooms for him-.. ." ADf(initialed), ibid.
On Nov. 1, 187S, Joseph A. Dugdale and J.M. Mansfield, Mount Pleasant, Iowa, had
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written to USG. •it was the united judgerne.nt of the Iowa Peace Society, at its late Annual Meetit)g to authorize its Executive Commitee [to] express to the Chief Magistrate
of the Nation our desire that thou wilt [g]ive the weight of thy influence thro thy infftte11ee
message to Congress, [1f] it shall seem right so to do, in favor of the Nations of the Earth,
hereafter settling all their disputations by arbitration instead of by the sword...." LS,
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On Nov. 12, J. K. H. Willcox, secretary, New York
Branch of the Universal Peace Union, wrote to USG. "I have the honor to inclose a copy
of resolutions adopted by a puhlic meeting in this city, by which meeting I was instructed
to forward them to the government. The importance of the subject suggests the question
whether it does not deserve mention in your approaching message to Congress." ALS,
ibid. Resolutions adopted on July 14 favoring arbitration to settle international dispu(es
are ibid.
On Nov. 15, Ambrose W. Thompson, New York City, wrote to USG. ~My object in
desiring an interview last week, was to place before you some information relative to the
means ofbenefitting our Agricultural and commercial interests-It was the result of much
labor, undertaken at the solicitation of some leading Western friends. Surprised at some
of the results of my investigations, and seeing the advantageous manner in which they
might be applied, I was desirous of placing them in your hands to be used for strengthening the Republican party; and for this reason regretted that I failed to see you. The papers.
which your message told me to leave, were I thought too voluminous to permit of your
time being given to their perusal. My object was to deduce and explaiu from them briefly
the advantages which might be secured to the interests named by prompt action from
Congre,~s. l have endeavored to bring one of the papers, on the most promi11entinterestwheat-into a brief space, and to save you time have had it printed in slip form, which I
herewith enclose. If you deem any portion worth using it is at your service. The export,
import, and production statements are from our owo, & from British official returns; the
freight rates-, are from the daily advertisements running backwards for twenty years, hence
all are reliable, and 1 believe if embodied in substance in your message would not only increase that strong hold which you have upon the affections of the people of the West; but
lead to i.ncalculable benefits, by aiding to secure wise legislation for the countrys prosperity." ALS (press), DLC-Ambrose W. Thompson.
t. On Feb. 1 I, U,S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio had written to USG. "Person.al . . .
I am so strongly impressed with the pressing importance at this Session to take some step
towards the resumption of specie payments tha.t l feel justified in appealing to you to give
your aid. There is much hesitancy in Congress in dealing with the question but I am quite
sure either a short message from you or a statement of your opinion to a few Senators will
secure the declaration of a policy which will be of infinite service to the country and an
honor to your administration. We are committed in every way to a specie sta11dard and
free Banking. There is no safety except in combining them in one measure. Now is the best
time to establish that policy. If we delay or throw it into the future when pending elections or temporary stringency will drive Congress into issuing more paper money without any provision for redemption. We have advanced so far towards a specie standard that
we should not hesitate to secure it. r call your attention to an editorial article in the N. Y.
Times of yesterday which expresses the sober conviction ofthe best minds of the country.
The subject is so important that you would be justified in decided action, and the scale is
so evenly balanced in Congress that a Message from you would settle the policy of the
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country on the only right basis- all Banking to he free hut all currency to be equivalent
to coin. I hope you will not me as too urgent on this question but from our conversation
I felt convinced that you favored this policy but only felt u11certain as to the time and
mode. ( feel strongly that '110w is the accepted time'- and that with your aid we can easily agree on the plan" Copy, DLC-John Sherman.
On Nov. 4, Edwards Pierrepont, New York City, wrote to USG. "I enclose a speeth
which r hope you will glance over-you may remember that last spr111g, when I did not
like to go so far away as Russia unless you especially desired it; I then felt that important
events were coming during your present Administration-we begin to see the t rain approaching-At Long Branch you told me of the financial dangers which you then apprehended but I did not then fore-see- I judge from the letters Treceive, and from what men
say, and from the tone of the Press that my speech was well timed-" ALS, OFH. Enclosed
clippings are ibid. USG's passages on finances and currency in the annual message echoed
Pierrepont's speech g.iven at Cooper Institute on Nov. l. See New York Times, Nov. 2, 1873.
On Nov. 8, James W. Taylor, consul, Winnipeg, Ottawa, wrote to USG recommending the Canadian practice for sustaining specie payments. ''... Can you doubt, Sir, that if
the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized and directed to keep up his·stock of gold by
a similar disposition of United States Bonds, that he could readily command the means of
supporting specie payments without contraction or convulsion. With resumption by the
Government, the Banks could readily follow in its wake, as their notes are convertible into
coin or Go11er11ment 11otrs. Hoping that you will lead boldly for the restoration of the gold
standard by the mode indicated, . . ," ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received.; ADfS, Taylor
Papers, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
On Nov. 20, Henry B. Blackwell, Boston, wrote to Babcock. ~The enclosed brief article contains three simple propositions which, if adopted by Congress, would relieve the
money market, bring U.S. currency to par in gold, and prevent t he necessity of either contracting or expanding our paper currency, both of which are to be dreaded. I have so much
faith in the practical sagacity of President Grant that I believe he would at once be impressed with the wisdom and practability ofmy plan, if his attention could be.called to it;
but, unless through your kindness, [ have no means of doing so. At the risk, therefore, of
seeming egotistical, I take the liberty of enclosing two copies, which-if you will bring
to the attention of the President and Secretary Richardson respectively, you would confer upon me a favor which I shall appreciate very highly. If the President should see fit to
suggest the plan in his message, it would go far towards securing its adoption by Congress. I hope that this Virginius affair ruay result in some immediate action of our Government in the establisl\ment of a coaling and naval station in Samana Bay. rt is of vital
importance, as it seems to me, that our flag should be flying there and that ships of war
should be in that harbor hejore t/zefirst ofJmzuary 11ext. ff Santo Domingo had been annexed, two years ago, Cuba would be free today, without our having had to lift a finger in
her behalf. Excuse my troubling you with my financial article ..." ALS, Babcock Papers,
ICN. Babcock's draft reply written on this letter indicates that he complied with Blackwell's request. ADf, ihid. On Jan. S, 1874, Blackwell, New York City, again wrote to Babcock. "The enclosed letter from Mr Oliver Ames reached me, day before yesterday, as I
was on the point ofleaving Washington for New York. Mr Ames' well known financial ability and sound judgment t!I wdi gives great weight to his opinion, which exactly confirms
my own, and I should be glad if you would show his letter to the President, if you are willing to do so. I re~rd the immediate co11stmimatio11 of the lease and ocmpa11cy of the Coal-
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ing Station as of the utmost importance. It will not only save the life of the Company and
secure the Bay to the United States, but will probably result in the acquisition of the whole
island of Santo Domingo at no distant day. Thanking you for the aid you gave me in obtaining me access to the President and Secretary of Navy ..." ALS, ibid. The enclosure,
dated Dec. 28, 18731 from Oliver Ames, North Easton, Mass., to Blackwell concerning
government assistance for the Samana Bay Co., is ibid.
On Dec. 2, U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio wrote in his diary. "The
President has bestowed more labor on this message than any other that he has ever wtitten. There are some crudities in his financial discussions but on the whole it is a pretty good
message." Harry James Brown and Frederick D . Williams, eds., The Diary of James A.
Gar:field(East Lansing, Mich., 1967-81), fl, 253. See Veto, April 22, 1874.
2. On Nov. 21, 1873, George E. Church, New York City, wrote to USG urging
"geographical and scientific examination" of the Madeira River to promote commerce
with 'Bolivia and Brazil LS (printed), DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Church
worked as an agent of the Bolivian government to open trade routes through the Amazon
basin.
On March 4, 1869, Church, New York City, had written to USG.''[ have the honor
to represent that ( have made application, through tbe Secretary of State, for the position
of United States Minister to Brazil, believing that I can claim some consideration on account ofmy military service, with a good record from Captain to Colonel, in the Army of
the Potomac. I also assisted President Juarez and his Cabinet in the overtl1row of Maximilian during the last year of the Liberal struggle against the French Intervention and the
Empire. You may remember that, in 1866, while r was en route for Mexico, you gave me a
letter of introduction to General Sheridan, saying J would 'do nothing to help Maximilian.'-] did nothing to help him! Four years of travel and residence in South America, a
most thorough knowledge of the people, their history, language, political aims and hopes,
agitating questions, commercial statistics, and an acquaintance with many of their leadi11g men lead me to suppose that I am, in some measure, fitted for the position sought. My
long service upon the Editorial Staff of the ' Herald' has not been without good opportunity to render valuable service to our common country with my pen. I am authorized, by
James Gordon Bennett Esq. to say that it would be a great source of gratification to him
and to the New York Herald were [ to receive the appointment." ALS, ibid., Letters of
Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed.
s. On Doc. 15, 187S, Babcock wrote to Morton. "I am directed by the President to
inform you that there are a very few vacancies in the 2d Lieuts. ofthe Army-that he has
declined for some time to make any appointments for fear that there will not be sufficient
vacancies for the next graduating class- from the Military Academy, No appointments can
be made to the vacancies in tl1e Staff Corps on account of the restriction by act of Congress." Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2.
4. On Dec. 8, Wayne MacVeagh, Harrisburg, Pa., wrote to USG. "] have tried not
to annoy you with applications for office and ( did cherish a hope that in both your terms
I would escape the necessity of asking for any thing. There is however an appointment
which I feel obliged to ask and which I trust you will find it in your power to oblige me by
making. The resignation of Major Taggert and the death at San Francisco leave two vacant Paymasterships in the army-There is a most deserving and capable person whose
appointment to one of them I desire- His record in the army and his connections in civil
life are alike creditable. I hope you will give the matter favorable consideration and re-
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serve action until l can see you u1 person." ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 4895 1873. USG endorsed this letter. ''War" A_E (undated), ibid, On Dec. 11, George Francis Nelson, Chicago,
wrote to USG requesting appointment as army paymaster. ALS, ibid., Applications for
Positions in War Dept. On Dec. 111, Lt. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan endorsed this letter. "It
gives me great pleasure to state that Mr. Nelson is an honest intelligent capable man"
AES, ibid. On Dec. 15, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, San Francisco, wrote to USG. "I have
the honor to recommend to your favorable notice Col. S. M_ Letcher, late Major of the
12th Kentucky Volunteers, who served on my Staff in the Army of the Ohio. Col. Letcher
always performed his duties faithfully and well and he was unsurpassed by any for bravery in battle. He is a gentleman of rare abilities and high character, LweJ ll wotthy of any
position of trust which he may seek." ALS, ibid.; copy, DLC-John M. Schofield. On
Dec. 18, Sheridan wrote to USG. '1 take the liberty through this note to present Gen'!
John Starkweather of the state of Wisconsin. We served together in the Army of the
Cumberland where I learned to highly appreciate him as a good sterling man & accomplished soldier." ALS, DNA, RG ~4, Applications for Positions in War Dept.; copy, OLCPhilip H. Sheridan. On Dec. 'li!, Alexander Caldwell, Leavenworth, Kan., wrote to USG.
llAs it is probable Congress will authorize au increase in the Pay Dept of the ATmy, I take
the liberty of recommending to your favorable consideration, Mr Franklin Eyre Hunt Jr
of this City for an appointmeut as Paymaster. He is the son of Col Franklin E Hw1t Sen of
the Pay Department who has been in the service of the United States for forty years the latter ten of which he has spent at Fort Leavenworth as Chief Paymaster. His son for fifteen
yea.rs has been acting as his clerk and is thoroughly familiar with all the duties of the position...." ALS, ONA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. On Jan. I, 1874,
Granville Moody, Ripley, Ohio, wrote to USG. " I have just learned that Captain Oscar
Shaw of the Steamer St James- plying between this place and Cincinnati- and a resident
of this place from his infancy- has applied to you for the office of'Paymaster in the Army,'
should the offices you recommended be authorized by Congress. " .. I may add, that his appointment would gratify a large number of your perso11al.friwds, and a host ofthe staunch
friends of the Administration! At my last personal interview with you, in Washington, you
kindly promised to remember practically our mutual friend Capm Shaw." ALS, ibid. On
March 11, 1875, Moody telegraphed to USG. "Please remember the numerous recommendations of your worthy friend, Capt Oscar Shaw, of llipley, for Paymaster or other
office, on file in your Office." Telegram received (on March 12), ibid. Letters recommending Daniel E. Bishop, George W. Marshall, and James Sawyer for 11ppointment as paymaster are ibicl. No appointments followed. For laws reducing the number of paymasters,
see US. Statutes at Large, XVIII, part .'l, pp. .'l.'l8, 52+-iti.
5. On Nov. 18, 187.'l, Fish had recorded in his diary. "The Bankruptcy Law was discussed, and the President expressed the opinion that the 'involuntary' provisions should
be suspended and possibly the whole act repealed. There was a general expression of
disapproval of the provisions of the existing bill, but all ag.reed that it was advisable to
maintain the bill, and amend its features, and to suspend the operation of the 'involuntary'
articles...." DLC-Hamilton Fish. On the same day, (Mrs. George W Dillard], Centre
Cross, Va., wrote to USG. ~The recent Decision of Judg,e Bond in the Bankrupt Court
against my husband Geo W Dillard, has given me great distress-A Wife & motherwith an aged Father and a crippled mother to ca.r e for, WHERE shall I go for aid, with ~
a better prospect for success than to the Ruler of my beloved Country-the FR I END of his
countrymen. Will your Excellency pardon me while I state a few simple/acts. Before the
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War my husband was a wealthy merchant, he owned seventy five negroes, and every contract he over made was based itpon that property-He never owned over three or four hundred acres ofland. After the War he offered to pay fifty cents on the dollar, if his creditors
would give him time, but 110, like 'Shylock' they wanted their bond! and proceeded to sue
for it. Then my husband made a Deed, conveying all his property, personal & real to them,
excepting fourty acres of land & the house we Uve in! I signed that deed in consideration
of the little 'Home' conveyed to me, but alas, •shylock' must have his bond & so that deed
was set aside! Almost desperate then & having done all that an honest man could do-with
a wife & children looking to him for bread, my husband took the benefit of the Bankrupt
Law & Jude Underwood granted his ex_emptions! Judge Bond, appealed to by the creditors, reverses that decision, so, on the 15th of December our 'HoME' & my husbands entire
property, about SOO, acres oftand, will be sold! General Grant you are a brave soldier & a
man, is it ju.st; is it humane, to talk about the obligation of a contract when the property on
whjch it was based bas been forcibly taken away? Has a Debtor no rights? Must a wife and
children be turned homeless beggars in the street, that 'Shyloc.k' may have his 'bond'?
Alas! I am but a woman-yet I feel this to be wrong-Our Home is a pretty little placea frame building surrounded by trees, which we planted & have seen growl-. . ," AL (incomplete), DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. USG endorsed this letter. ''Atty.
Gen" AE (undated), ibid. On June 22, 1874t, USG signed a bill substantially revising the
bankruptcy law. U.S. Statrdes at L,uge, XVlll, part S, pp. 178-86.
On Feb. 19, 1873, H.B. Claflin & Co., New York City, had written to USG. " We sincerely trust you will withhold the Executive Sanction from the Amendment to the Bankrupt Act which was yesterday passed by the Senate: An Enactment of the National Legislature it seems to us should apply Equally to all the citizens of the United States, but this
provision would permit a citizen say of South-Carolina to hold exempt from Execution
property to the value of$to.OOO While his fellow-citizen ofMassachusetts could only
hold Exempt say $500; and in s(}me cases where the exemptions are Ex.tremE; it would
practically nullify the Bankrupt Law in favor of one citizen while it severely oppresses another.... We regard this Amendment as simply Outrageous" AL, DNA, RG 60, Letters
from the President. On Feb. 25, Robert Gray, president, Commercial Exchange, et al.,
Philadelphia, petitioned USG on the same subject."... The main object of the bill seems
to be, the allowance, of very large exemptions to debtors, in addition, to the sum, so allowed, by t.be law of the United States: and, to make such ex_emptions, depeadcnt, oa the
local feelings of the legislature of the several States. By these State laws, the exemptions,
now vary from One Hundred Dollars to Seven Thousand Dollars; and, the States which
have the lowest sums, are bound by the proposed law, to the sums now lh::ed. Tl1is feature
of the proposed law, while it works so great an inequality among debtors, may be used in
many instances, where the large sums are allowed; to sweep away, the whole of a debtors
estate; and leave nothing beyond the costs, in bankruptcy cases, for creditors. Another
feature of the bill, is, to work retroactive legislation; on liens, and Judgements; whereby
securities for debts, hithertoo freed from the operation of the bankrupt-law, will be
brought under its provisions, and rights, be thereby disturbed, which have been considered inviolable. The delegation of power in the Constitution of the United States, confers
on Congress, the power, to pass 1mijorm laws, on the subject of bankruptcy: but the bill
now in your hands destroys the uniform feature ofthe existio,g law, and virtually, relegates
creditors, to the differing, and unequal, laws of the several States, on the subject of insolvency. While the present law is defective in many of its provisions, and has not realized
for debtors, or creditors, the best results, the proposed explanatory act, will add to all the
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existing evils, the features of diversity in adjudications, and in the distribution of estates
of bankrupts, that will work positive inequality, and injustice.. . ." OS (27 signatures),
ibitl, Letters Received, House of Representatives. On the same day, Johns Hopkins and
many others, Baltimore, signed petitions urging USG to veto the pending banlcrupt bill.
DS, ibid., Letters from the President. On Feb. 2(7), C. William, Richmond, wrote to
OSG, "or some member of his Cabinet." "As a private citizen of our common Country T
write asking you to protect the laboring man from the pernicious clfocts- of the late
amendment to the bankrnpt act which has passed both houses of Congress and which has
virtually changed the bankrupt law to an exemption law-We who have been laboring to
save enough to make us comfortable in Old age find that those to whom it has been loaned
from year to ye[ar] are now preparing to pay us off with bankrupt notices-But we ape
not the only sufferers I know of orphans whose parents left them rich and whose all consists ofbonds against private individuals ifthis amendment becomes a law these orphans
will in two months be penniless, and strong robust able-bodied men who have been so fortunate as to borrow this very money & invest the same will own all their patrimonyNorthern creditors too who have been generous enough to lend the money in the South
will suffer frightfully-especially in Virginia where exemptions under the bankrupt act
(so called) will be about three thousand dollars-very few of our citizens are worth more
than that amount-To show how this amendment is affecting our people a Mr R. who
borrowed ofthe guardian of one H. in 1868 about two thousand dollars and purchased real
estate therewith is now preparing to take the benefit of this amendment and claim this
very land as a Homestead-the consequence will be that a girl about nine years of age will
be left without any thing to support her & will be forced to go to the Poor House i.n order to find a home-Such things are every where to be seen-The adults take the benefit
of this exemption against infants, the latter cannottake it and consequently loosaall-All
credit is upon the eve of destruction and a financial crisis will doubtless ensue if this
amendment is allowed to become a law Surely you will do well to veto this act of a Congress which has in more ways than one gone far towards earning the name of the ' Robber
Congress'-Hoping you will shield us from the coming calanlity . . ." ALS, ibid. Similar
papers from Cincinnati and Boston are ibid.
On Feb. 28, M. Field Farley, Boston, wrote to USG. "I notice that the Honble
Wm Clafflin & others protest against the passage of an amendment to the U S Bankrupt
Law [ hardly know precisely the points of their opposition as I have had no time to examine them but I wish to say Judge Burwell of N Y & myselfspent two or three sessions
in Washington to obtain a Bankrupt law-Everybody was in favor of one but Mr A objected ifit was retroactive Mr B ifit was not Mr C ifit perm.itted rebels to avail ofit Mr D
if it allowed a debtor to get his discharge if it did not pay 50% Mr. E if he failed a second
time Mr F believed jt was a good law if a majority in number & interest assented to his
discharge Mr G believed any law not uniform in its operations was unconstitutional &
Mr H would oppose any law that upset his ~state exemption laws & so on to Z every
member bad his own notions but all believed a national Bankrupt law a good thing if it
suited them We spent weeks & weeks in consultation with Mr .Jenckes of R I & others
of the committee including Judge Poland trying to reconcile these objections ... The
U S Bankrupt law has so far worked very sattisfactory to the creditor & debtors interest
evrywhere--·" ALS, ibid. A letter of March I from debtors in Danville, Va., to Robert W
Hughes, U.S. attorney, favoring the amended bankrupt bill, was transmitted to USG. DS,
ibid. On March s, USG signed this bill. See CG, 42- S, 888, 1406-7, 1434-36; U.S. Statutes
at Large, X Vil, 577.

r.
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6. See Charles Lewis Slattery, Feli.r; Reville Bru,wt 1820-1898 (London, 1901),
pp. 2J6-{7.
On Nov. 18, W. C. Gould, secretary, American Indian Aid Association, New York
City, wrote to USG. "Allow me to call your attention to the fact that after recent & carefull examination I find that out of the soo;ooo of our lndiaJ1 population 200.000 are quite
sure to perish soon by starvation in spite of the missionaries & your noble peace policy
unless congressional-provision is made soon Their game which furnished them with
clothing as well as food is fast failing them. About 25.000 are on reservations in Minesota
Bet 45 & ••9 Degrees N. L. where snow falls over 4 feet on a level. About 175.000 are west
of a line drawn through the Middle of Nebraska to Mexico from which to the Pacific
Ocean is a vast region said to be as treeless & ra.inless as central Asia & except valleys &
small localities (seised by the whites) is barren without irrigation. After being generally
driven or cheated out of 50.000 acs of land they once owned pr head they are mostly imprisoned by the military on small reservations of poor land of say s to IO acs pr head that
is arable & liable to be shot if found off with decreasing anuities of say $5. to $15. each
which if paid you can perceive wilJ not prevent their starvation. In some cases the old
people are n.early& all the children under 12 years are entirely naked. Although I can prove
by all our best Arnn Archealogists that in their norma.1condition they are the most moral
& religious race on the globe yet the public have been made to believe that they are the
vilest Mr F. R. Brunot found that to keep in with the military & agents so as to get rations &c the men were compelled to consent to the prostitution of their woman till 50 &
75 pr ct of some tribes were victims of the venereal disease. In view of these facts I suggest the imperative necessity of your calling the attention of congress to this subject in
your forthcoming message." ALS. DNA, RG 76, Letters Received, Miscellaneous. A related brochure is ibid. See also Neu., 1:i>rk Times, May 22, 187S.
On Jan. 20, 187-1>. Felh R. Brunot, chairman, and seven other members of the Board
of Indian Commissioners, wrote to USG. ''In submitting the fifth annual report of the
Board oflndian Commissioners we have again the satisfaction to claim for your administration in its man.i.gement oflndian affairs the most encouraging result s of the peace policy. Disclaiming for that policy any responsibility or agency in bringing on the unhappy
Modoc troubles, and excepting, to prevent cavil, a few straggling bands of Apaches, and
the feeble demonstration of a few Northern Sioux against the military expeditions of
Generals Stanley and Baker, which the Indians deemed to be infractions of the treaty of
1867, there has been peace between the whites and the Indians since the close of the
Cheyenne and Arapahoe war in 1868.... The Board has, in former reports, recommended
the enactment of a law authorizing the President to extend the laws of the United States
over such tribes as are prepared for it; to repress and punish crimes committed by Indians against each other; better laws for the suppression of the liquor-traffic among Indians, or a more effective mode of enforcing the existing laws; more stringent laws to prevent encroachment upon Indian lands; making fraudulent practioes of Indian agents.
superintendents, employes, and contractors felonies, and imposing severe penalities of
imprisonment; making Indian testimony lawful; legitimatizing t he half-breed children of
white men; providing for an equitable adjustment of traders· prices; providing for the
Mission Indians in California and other matters. The propriety of these recommendations
has been confirmed by the further experiences of the year...." Fifth An.nual Repo1t of the
Board ofIndian Commissioners to the Presid,mt of the United States (Washington, 1874,),
pp. S-6.
7. The printed message omits this paragraph.
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D ECEMBER 1, 1873

To [Julia Dent Grant]
[Dec.

1, 1873]

If you feel like going to the Capitol, after leaving the boys at the depot, you will hear the Message read and hear the nomination of
ChiefJustice, 1 and the new Attorney Genl .2 Announced.

U.S.G.
A'N. Chapman Grant, Escondido, Calif. See letter to Samuel Clements, Nov. SO, I 87S; CR,
4S-I, l, ·1', 10.

I. On Dec. t , t87S, USG nominated Attorney Gen. George H. Williams as chief
justice. On the same day, Secretary of State Han1i]ton F'ish recorded in his diary. ~The
President said he had convened the Cabinet to- day to consider the question of the Chief
Justiceship and said that it had occurred to him to appoint Cushing on the same understanding as that mentioned 10 me by hjm yesterday and he wished the opinion of the
Cabinet. All except myself express opinion either of hesitation or of opposition. The
President referred to the fact that Sir Roundell Palmer, Counsel at Geneva, had been
made Lord Chancellor, and thought it would be a fitting return to advance our leading
Counsel in return. He said General Butler had called this morning to suggest Cushing"s appointment with the same understanding as to resignation, and he had told Butler
ofhis converi;ation with me ofyesterday. My opinion was then asked but other members of
the Cabinet had already indicated in Williams presence, that the question was to pnss
over a conclusion reached last Friday to appoint Williams. r expressed a very high estimate of Cushing's ability and fitness and the appropriateness of some recognition of those
who represented us at Geneva, but felt the force of the objection to Cushing's age, a11d
the question of the propriety of dispensing nn office of that character on a conditional
tenure. It was th en concluded to appoint Williams. Pending the discussion, Delano, &
Robeson passed a paper to the President, to which he replied. "that has already been done
he wont accept it I wish he would, and ba\·e tried'-He then said to me 'they propose your
name for the place-do you adhere to what you said yesterday?' I replied 'yes'-" DLCHamilton Fish.
On Dec. Is, Horace Porter, Washington, D. C., wrote to Benjamin H. Bristow. "I
came on to attend Mr. Dent's funeral, and have taken occasion to look thoroughly into the
Williams matter, some of Our friends (republicans) are behaving shamefully, The
Judiciary Committee is sitting listening to every idle story, every lie told by political opponents, who arrive every day to feed the fight. They will end by confirming him, but in
the mean time they are scoring him till he will be scarcely fit for the race. He is quiet and
dignified through it all; but it looks more like athe political fight of ward politicians than
ate a contest over the confirmation of a Chief Justice of the United States I hope the
confirmation may take place before the recess, and close the door upon these disgraceful
Scenes. Friendly Senators tell me every charge disappears as rapidly as mist, when investigated. They have even gone through the character of his wife from her birth up. No one
has touched upon the question of his ability lt is simply a Slanderous ruff-and-tumble
political fight. . . : ALS, OLC-Benjamin H. Bristow. On Dec. 21, Levi P. Luckey wrote to
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Elihu B. Washburne. "Your letter to the President, and one for me, came a day or two
ago.... The nomination for Chief Justice hangs fire yet in the Senate, and now goes over
the recess. It is generally understood that when the obligations of extreme courtesy of the
Senate towards its own members have been complied with, and it comes to a vote, there is
no doubt of Williams' confirmation. . . ,'' ALS, DLC-Elibu B. Washburne.
On Dec. so, 1875, and Jan. 7, 1874, Fish recorded in his diary. ~Before Cabinet
meeting entering the room I found the President alone. He inquired when I had returned
and asked if Senators Conkling and Frelinghuysen had called upon me. Answering in the
negative, he said they would do so to speak with r eference to the appointment of a Chief
Justice; that Judge Williams would probably not be confirmed. He did not think he
(Williams) had done anything corrupt or illegal but that there had been indiscreet things
done. That Mrs. Williams had given orders for the purchase of an expensive carriage and
liveries for two servants and that the e·xpenscs for these had been paid out of t he Contingent fund of t he Department of Justice; as were also the wages of the two men who were
employed as private servants. He manifested much regret at having learned this, but that
it was also allege<l that Judge WiUiams with those of the Department and that during the
panic when the banks were not paying private checks it was said that the money for meeting .the expenses of his house had been paid from the funds of the Government, that he
understood it had all been made good but that this appropriation of Government funds
was unjustifiable-...~ "Being unwell l did not go to the Department, but called upon the
President about noon, and mentioned the purport of the interview with the Republican
members oftbe Judiciary Committee of the Senate. He said it was the same statement they
had made to him, but that when he saw the Committee they had not received Judge
Williams reply, and he inquired whether they had it when I saw them, when I stated that
they had it, ... I mention t hat the Committee had stated to me that they .had represented
to him (the President) that they thought be ought to withdraw William's name, that the
Committee would undoubtedly unanimously report against him on the facts now before
them, and that the Senate, in their judgment would unquestionably reject the nomination,
He (the President) stated that they had so communicated to him, and that he had expressed an unwillingness to withdraw the nomination. I added, they had so told me, and
had mentioned that one or more of them had emphatically represented to him, that he
owed it to himself, to Judge Williams, to the Republican party, to the Senate, and to the
country to withdraw the nomination-that the obligation to himself and to the party, to
say nothing of the others, was superior to the claims of any one individual, He said they
had so told him, and it was upon such representation that he had requested them to see
me 'as the head of the Cabinet' intending to compare what had been told to him with what
should be told to me and thereupon to determine bis course and to tell me what he might
wish ofme in the premises. He then proceeded to say that he thought that Judge Williams
ought to relieve him of the position in which he was, and he desired me to see him, and
represent to him (Williams) what the Committee had said to me. And to say that he
thought it would be 'best for Judge Williams, and a reliefto himself if Williams should re11uest him (the President) to withdraw the nomination-that he might put it on such
grounds as he saw fit, but he thought Williams might say that the nomination had been
conferred upon him without solicitation and that finding opposition in the Senate and an
amount of criticism in the press and from a portion of the Bar, that it might be a relief to
the President to send to the Senate some other name. I inquired whether I might say to
Judge Williams that the communioation was made at his (the President's) request stating
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that under any circumstances it would be a very uppleasant duty. He said he appreciated
the fact that it was a painful duty, and that I was authorized to say that I acted at his request. I then called upon Judge Williams ... The interview was painful altho' very friendly
and kind, the Judge being much distressed, and on my leaving him, he suggested he would
probably see the President." DLC-Hamilton Fish. Senate opposition to Williams's c.onfimiation arose from questions concerning his legal ability, mishandling of public funds,
and wife's morals. See .llmerica11 Law Review, VIII, 2 (Jan., 1874), 554; Procudings ofthe
B1mch and Bar ef the Supreme Court ef the United States in Memoriam Samuel F. Miller
(Washington, 1891), pp. 72-74; Nevins, Fish, pp. 661-64; Charles Fairman, Recon.ilruction and Reunion 1864-88 (New York, 1987), II, 45-60.
On Jan. 7, Williams wrote to USG. uYou were kind enough, without my solicitation
or any knowledge on my part that you contemplated such a thing, to nominate me for
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. Since that time the floodgates of
calumny in all directions have been opened upon me. My abilities have been disparaged,
and my integrity brought in question, and it seems to me that a public opinion adverse to
my appointment has been created which might hereafter embarrass your Administration,
and, perhaps, impair my usefulness upon the bench. With a perfect consciousness that 1
have performed with clean hands and an upright purpose, all the duties of the various public places to which T have been called, and trusting to tune and a just public, when better
informed, for my vindication, I respectfully ask you to withdraw from the Senate rny nomination for Chief Justice." LS, USG 5. On Jan. 8, USG withdrew Williams's nomination.
See message to Senate, Jan. 15, 1874.
2. On Dec. t., 1873, USG nominated Bristow as attorney gen. On Dec. 21, Noah H.
Swayne, U.S. Supreme Court, wrote to Bristow. "Confidential ... There is no objection to
you. You will be Confirmed unanimously, if a vote is Ever reached. The delay is wholly on
account of t he other nomination.... I know that several Senators have said publicly that
they would much prefer you to Williams & would cheerfully vote for your Confirmation
as Ch. J. instead of his. I have reason to believe that there has been a good deal of very plain
talk to the Geul on the subject and there will be more. The voice of New England- of
NY. & of Philadelphla is in Each case strong and indignant. The Gen] has done nothing
heretofore that has hurt him so much. Everyone 110w says that the third te.rm is wholly out
of the question if there Ever was a possibility of such a thing. , .." ALS, DLC-Benjamin H.
Bristow.
On Dec. 22, Bristow, Louisville, wrote to USG. "Upon Teceiving information ofmy
nomination for the office of Attorney General, I felt inclined to advise you at once that I
could not accept the office; but the earnest advice of personal and political friends induced
me to consider the matter further, and at least postpone action until formal & official
notification of my appointment should be received. Subsequent reflection and consideration of the state of my private and professional affairs, and events that have transpired in
relation thereto within the past few days have confirmed my first impression, and it seems
proper that I should say without further delay that I cannot accept the office. Thanking
you, Mr President, for your generous confidence as shown in the une:1.-pected honor you
have done me, and assuring you of my sincere desire for the continued success of your Administration, as well as my high regard for you personally .. ." Copy, ibid. On Jan. 8, l 874,
USG withdrew Bristow's nomination because Williams had reverted to attorney gen. See
Ross A. Webb, Benjamin Helm Bristow: Border State P11/iticia11 (Lexington, Ky., 1969),
pp. 1Sl7-S2.
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To George H. Williams
To THE ATT Y. GEN.
I think it will be well to appoint Jas. Lyons Dist. Judge vice Underwood de[ceasedl I before pressure comes for the apt. of some
one else.

u. s. GRANT

DEC 8TH /7S
A NS, Omaha Publia Library, Omaha, Neb. A graduate of the College of William and
Mary ( 18 17), Richmond lawyer, and ardent secessionist, James Lyons had served as C.S.A.
legislator and legal counsel for Jefferson Davis. On Dec. Is, 187s, Lyons, Richmond, wrote
to U.S. Senator John F. Lewis and U.S. Representatives J. Ambler Smith and James B.
Sener of Va. concerning the appointment of Robert W. Hughes as judge, Eastern District,
Va. ". , . But no matter who else rnay be appointed, beg the President not to appoint
Hughes He is not only in every way unfit for the Bench for the Bench but ifhe is appointed
t he fountains of bitterness will be reopened and pour out a larger stream than they ever
did, and the Conservative Party will gain 10000 votes-..." ALS, DNA, RG 60, J.,etters
from the P resident. On Dec. 15, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Attorney Gen. George H.
Williams. ·'The President will be pleased to have the nomination of Col. Hughes for
Dist, Judge, Eastern Dist. of Va., prepared and sent over to-day." LS, ibid. See P USG, 21,
150; Dunbar Rowland, ed., Jefferson Davis Co1Jstitutionali.st: His Letters, Papers and
Speeches(Jackson, Miss., 192.'!), VII, .'! 14-17.
On Aug. 28, 1869, Lyons, White Sulphur Springs, West Va., wrote to USG. ~on the
17th ult I had the honor to address you a letter appealing from a decision of the Honbl Secy
of War depriving me of my right to vote in Virginia where I reside-As I have not been
honored with a reply I beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to it. I am a very
humble citi:ien, but I am not thereby deprived ofmy Constitutional right of Appeal to you
as Commander in Chief of the A rmy and chief of the Executive Department, for redress
of a wrong i nflicted by military authority. On the contr11ry the more humble the citizen
t he stronger his claim to protection, because he is less capable than the wealthy and
prominent citizen, of protecting himself, and Laws tho equal, are made for the protection
of the we-.tk I am aware of the great pressure of your multifarious duties upon your time
and attention, but I trust nevertheless that you will be able to consider my case and make
known to me your determination" ALS, DNA, RG 107, Letters Received from Bureaus.
4
On Nov. .24, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to Lyons, Richmond,, that the
decision of General Canby upon your case and the approval of the then Secretary of War
thereon, being in accordance with law, are sustained by the President." Copy, ibid. On
Feb. 19, J 87.'!, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Williams. "The President directs me to write you
this note and say that, he suggests the propriety of tendtiring to James Lyons, of Richmond, Va., the employment declined by Col. Mosby. Mr Lyons, the President believes,
stands very high at the Richmond bar, and has acted in the late election about as Col. Mosby
did." ALS, ibid., RG 60, Letters from the President. On Oct. 19, 187[3 or 5], Lyons, Rich-
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mond, wrote to USG. "I was very much mortified and surprised to find in the Washington Gazette a private Jetter was published in which your name is mentioned with a familiarity which I would not use, and an allusion is made co a private conversation with you of
which l would not have been guilty- I presume the publication was an act ofinadvertance
and I have written to the Editor requesting him to say so in his next paper" ALS, USG s.
On Nov. 10, I 87S, Lyons wrote to USG transmitting the application of Ferdinand C. Hutter for appointment as army paymaster. ·'My son in Law Mr F. C Hutter has requested me
to present the enclosed papers to you. Delicacy restrains me from saying more" ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. The enclosures are ibid. On Feb. 24,
1874, Hutter, Lynchbur g, Va., wrote to USG. ''Being the son of an old Officer of the U.S.
Army of nearly a half century's service, and having served myself as Cadet at the U. S. Mil
Academy, in the class of my lamented friend Gen] James B McPherson and also eight
years as Clerk in the U. S. Pay Dept, T come before you to day an applicant for the position of Pay master U.S. Army.- M, a. f'irginian I can refer you to Judge Alexander Rives,
Hon James Lyons, (my Father in Jaw) and Senator John F Lewis, and as a Cadet, to
Lt Genl P. H.. Sheridan...." ALS, ibid. No appointment followed. On Dec. 5, t87S, USG
nominated Lyons as U.S. attorney, Eastern District, Va. On Dec. 8, Frank J. Bramhall,
Falls Church, Va., wrote to USG. "I had the honor to call upon Your Excellency this
morning in company with Representative Platt and other gentleman and lest my silence,
when the name of James Lyons of Richmond was spoken, might be misconstrued to signify approval, I respectfully beg leave to say to :rYour Excellency that, as a loyal citizen
who wore the blue in other days,-as a Republican ever since that party was organized,as Sec. of the Rep. Ex. Com. for the Western District of Virginia, I totally disapprove under any circumstances of the appointment to a high and responsible position of the man
who first hoisted the black flag in the. Confederate Congress and who has never since
been reconstructed and to place the execution of the Reconstruction Laws in the hands of
a man who believes them illegal, and of the Excise Laws in the hands of one who deems
t hem cruel and oppressive. In the name of t housands ofloyal citizens whose civil rights
I devoutly believe hang in the balance, I trust that this appointment may be conferred
on someone whose loyalty to the principles of our reconstructed government is beyond
question and above reproach. With sentiments of t he highest respect and esteem, .. ."
ALS, ibid., RG 60, Letters from the President. On Dec. 18, Lyons wrote to USG. "Business in the Supreme Court carried me to Washington the day before yesterday and I feel
that 1 owe to my self to explain why I did not pay my respects to you for your generous
kindness in appointing me Dist Atty, and explaininging to you why I cannot accept the
office (although the Commission has not reached) The night of my arrival, the father of
Mrs Grant died 11M (for which bereavement T beg to be permitted to offer the assurance
of my sincere sympathy,) and r could not do such violence to my own feelings, to yours,
and to propriety, as to make a call of ceremony or business on the next day, and my business required me to r eturn home I beg you to be assured that my feelings and opinions
towards you, as heretofore publickly expressed, are entir ely unchanged'' ALS, ibid.
On Dec. 19, Henry A. Wise, Richmond, wrote to USG. "Understanding that James
Lyons Esqr declines to accept the appointment of Dist Atty qf the Eastern Dist of Va, I
venture to recommend lsa.ac H. Shields Esqr, of this city, for that place. He is a Republican, was in the service of the U. States during the war; and I commend him to your
favorable consideration because I have reason to beleive he has been fair & independent
in politics, a friend of yours, not inculpated in any of the corrupnons or selfish intrigues
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of his party, and, I beleive, is an earnest, honest young man, needing the place and ca ◄
pable of filling it with credit and integrity.'' ALS, Morristown National Historical Park,
Morristown, N. J. A petition of April 1, 1870, to USG recommending Isaac H. Shields
as consul, Gene\l'a, is in DNA, RG 59, Leners of Application and Recommendation. No
appointment followed.
On Jan. 6, 1874, USG nominated Lunsford L. Lewis as U.S. attorney, Eastern District, Va. On Nov. 9, I 872, Lewis and William A. Macnulty, postmaster, Culpeper, Va.,
had telegraphed to USG. won behalf of the republican party of Virginia we congratulate
you upon the triumph of you r policy in Virginia the gratitude of the poople for your liberality ls greatly enlivened by the overwhelming majority by which that policy prevails."
Telegram relleived, USG s.
I . See PVSG, IS, 149-51. On Dec. 8, l87S, John H. Gilmer, Richmond, wrote to
USG. "The sudden death of Judge J.C. Underwood-and the resignation of Mr Wells, as
U.S. Dis. Atty. has opened two most important offices-to be filled by you. Many friends
have seen me today-with regard to both places-I have stated-that I am an applicant
for neither place-but, if, either office were to be confered 011 me,-and I left to s(:llcctl should select the office of U. S. Dis. Atty. My views of appointment are so varient from
common usage that, I hold-that one who seeks an office, through outside influences-as
a general rule, should not r eceive it. l have sacrificed much for the Rep. party. I claim no
reward. But-ifmy name should occur to you-or be mentioned-I have only to refer to
the Bench of the Supreme court of Appeals of this State-the Chancellor of this Citythe Circuit Judge-the Judge of the Hustings court-and the Bar of Richmond. With
this simple declaration-allow me, most respectfully to suggest-that, in no event, am [
willing to allow the use of my name -for one moment to embarrass you-in the selection ofa nominee." ALS, Duke University, Durham, N. C. On Feb. 10, 1875, Alexander
Rives, Charlottesville, Va., wrote to USG. "l am happy of the occasion given me by the
solicitations of Mr J. H. Gilmer's friends, to say to you that his services to the Republican
Party in this state were hearty and important; and, that your recognition of them, by some
suitable appointment, would be agreeable to the Republicans of this state ..." ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed.

To Jeremiah M, Rusk
Washington D. C. Dec. 9th I 8 73.
Sill:

On behalf of a class of pensioners, not numerous, and who from
the nature of their disabilities are totally incapable of contributing
to their own support, I address you this letter asking favorable consideration of their application for an increase of pension. There are
about 150 soldiers who have lost both arms or both eyes and are
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thus not only deprived of the means of self support but actually require the assistance of others in their daily life.
To this class of pensioners I commend a liberal allowance.
Very truly yours,

u. s. GRANT

HoN. JEREMIAH M . RusK
CHAIRMAN CoM ON INVALID PENSIONS H ousB
OF l{EPRESENTATIVES

LS, DNA, RG 2ss, 4SA-D1. On Dec. 15, J87S, U.S. Represelltative Jeremiah M. Rusk
of Wis. introduced a bill "to increase the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have been
totally disabled." CR, 4S-l, 207. Papers supporting the measure are in DNA. RG 2S8,
4SA-DI. On June 18, 1874, USG signed a bill increasing the monthly pension for totally
disabled soldiers and sailors to $50. See HRC, 43- H!52; U.S. St.atutes at Large, XVTII,
part S, p. 78.
On Nov, 2, 1878, A. Matthews, Portland, Maine, wrote to USG. "the folowing persons namely those that have Jost the sight of bothe eyes Mte or both arms and both !eggs,
in the army or naval se.rvice of the US in the late war for the supression of the rebbelion,
and have thereby been so entirely disabbled as to require the constant atendence of
enothor person pray that you will in your next message to congress recomend the pasag
of an act that will increase our pensions to fifty dollars a month this clas of pensioners
are so few in number that it would not much increase the expence of the goverment .. . .•
ALS, ONA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.

Speech
[Dec. 12, 1873]
I am very glad to receive the convention and listen to your remarks. I have always believed that enfranchisement and equal rights
should accompany emancipation. These rights should have followed
without legislation. It is unfortuJlate that any enactment is necessary to secure such rights, but existing prejudice seems to have rendered it necessary. I hope the present Congress will give the relief
you seek.
Washingto11 Evening Star, Dec. 12, 1878. USG spoke in response 10 George T. Downing,
leader of a delegation of the National Colored Convention, then meeting in Washington,
D. C., upon a call from the Equal Rights League. "The convention of colored men representing every state in the union bas been in session in t his city for a few days, presided
over by Mr. Pinchback, who I reg:ret is unable to be with us, his duties calling him else•
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where. I have been deputized by the members to tender to you the kind feeling of the
members who express the entire sentiment of the colored people of the land for the valuable services you have rendered them during your public life. By what has already been
done we begin to feel that the country has nearly arrived at that state designed by our
forefathers that all men are created free and equal. The convention has assembled to express our grievances and ask of Congress to give us relief, and from the ex_pression of your
sentiments given by you in your inaugural address we have no doubt that such relief will
meet your approval. In the name of the colored race I thank you for such expression." Ibid.
By USG's invitation, Robert Harlan remained for a fifteen-minute private interview. New
?ork Hemld, Dec. I.'.!, 187.'.l. For proceedings of the convention, see Washington Nati<mol
Republican, Dec. 9-1.'.l, 187.'.l.
On [Dec. 10], USG had met the La. delegation to the convention. "They were introduced to the President by Senator West, who stated that the delegation embraced many
of the intelligent working republicans in the state. He then introduced Col. James Lewis,
who proceeded to address the President, and said the delegation came to pay their respects
and thank him on behalf of the colored people of Louisiana for the care and protection
they have received from him since his presidential term commenced. He hoped that he
might long enjoy the ble'5Sing ofgood health, and that the colored men might continue to
receive his kind consideration and care. The President briefly responded, saying that he
was glad to meet them. He had always endeavored to secure for the colored man all the
rights which should accompany enfranchisement. Certain rights are still withheld, but he
hoped that ere long they would find themselves in full possession of all the privileges
which belong to free men. He said he did not know what Congress would do in the matter, but he thought it likely that that body would, at it present session, pass a civil rights
bill, a.nd that if such a bill is defeated it will probably be because an extreme measure is
urged by some person who claims to be a particular friend of the colored man." E11ening
Star, Dec. 10, 1873. On Dec. 11, USG met other dclegatjons, including those from Mo.,
Miss,, and Va. New York Herald, Dec. 11!, 1873. See Beverly Wilson Palmer, ed., The Selected Letters qfCharles Sumner (Boston, 1990), II, 626-27.

To Abel R. Corbin
Washington D. C. Dec. 16th 1873.
M Y DEAR MR. CoRBlN;

As I telegraphed you Mr. Dent breathed his last at 11 45 last
night. There was nothing during the day or evening to indicate his
near approach to death more than there has been almost every day
for the last five months. Indeed-and I beHeve for the first time since
our return from Long Branch-he had himself partially dressed
yesterday, eat a hearty breakfast-sitting up-and smoked bis segar
with apparent relish. In the evening Mrs. Grant Fred. & I were out
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until after 11 p. m. perfectly unconsious that his end was near. On
our return we found his attending physician with him, and heMr. Dent-apparently in a quiet slumber. Not many minuets after
he ceased to breath, and life was gone without a struggle or movement of a limb or muscle. It was a clear case of life worn out purely
by time; no disease care or anxiety hasting dissolution.
On Thursday' there will be funeral service at the ho use, by
Dr. Tiffany, and at 11 30 his remains will leave the B & P 2 Depot
for St. Louis. The funeral there will be on Saturday next; and
Mrs. D ent's remains will be brought up from the farm at the same
time, and the two interred in Mr. D e(n]t[sJ lot in Bellefontaine.
Dr. Sharp, Mr. Casey, Gen. Dent Fred. Grant and myself will accompany them. 3
During all the time Mr. Dent has been confined to his room, and
at all times before when he was in the least unwell-since we have
been in the White House,-Dr. Bazil Norris,+ of the Army, has been
most attentive. I feel disposed to recognize my appreciation of his
attention in some way, and have thought if I could get about such a
watch as was made for me at the establishment near Jersey City I
would get that. If it is not asking to much of you to enquire I would
like you to do so. If it can be got before Christmas you might order
it at once, with the Ors Monogram:-from hisfriend U.S. Grant.If it cannot be had by that time I would not order it until further
directed. 5
My children will all be at home by Thursday unless it may be
Buckey. The family are well, or as well as could be expected.-We
would be very glad to see you here on Thursday as an old friend of
Mr. Dent but do not ask that you should undergo the fatigue of the
trip unless you feel well enough to do so.
Very T ruly Yours

u. s. GRANT
ALS, Marshall B. Coyne, Washingtoo, D. C. Abel R. Corbin was USG's brother~in-law.
Soon after Frederick F. Dent's death, USG telegraphed to Lt. Col. Frederick T . Dent, Fort
Trumbull, Conn. "Mr. Dent died at eleven forty five tonight'' Telegram received (on
Dec. 161 1873), Mrs. Gordon Singles, Alexandria, Va. On [Dec.] 16, USG ag-din telegraphed to Dent. "Come on tonight & accompany remains of your father to St Lou.is on
thursda_y Bring Hellen & Maggie'' Telegram received, USGA. On the same day, a presi-
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dential secretary wrote to Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson. ''The President will
be pleased to have you telegraph instructions to the Commandant at the Naval .Academy
to allow Midshipmen Ale-xr Sharpe & Bane Dent to come to Washington tomorrow afternoon, and to return 011 Thursday afternoon." L, DNA, RG 45, Miscellaneous Leners Received. Also on Dec. 16, Levi P. Luckey wrore to all cabinet members except Attorney
Gen. George H. Williams. "The President direGts me to say that he will be pleased to see
you informally at the usual hour of Cabinet meeting, but unle'6s you should have some special business requiring his attention no business will be transacted." Copy, OLC- USG, II, 2.
On Dec. 27, Levi P. Luckey wrote to A. T. Stewart & Co-., New York City. "Mrs. Grant
wi.shes me to say that she has selected tbe two sacks represented by these tags and the others are returned by express to-day. She wishes me to ask you if you will be good enough
to send her ,i. or 6 sacks of thinner cashmere tri mmed suitably for mourning." Copy, ibirl
I. Dec. 18.
2. Baltimore and Potomac Railroad.
5. On Dec. [20], USG, St. Louis, telegraphed to Julia Dent Grant. "Arrived this
morning. Preparations complete for funeral to-day." The Collector, No. 10- 12 (1964),
E-562. Frederick Dent's second funeral took place at the home of his son John C. Dent.
See St. Lo11is Globe, Dec. 18, IH, 1873. USG left St. Louis on Sunday evening, Dec. 21,
4. Basil Norris graduated from the University of Maryland (1849), received additional medicaJ training in Paris, and joined the U.S. Army as asst. surgeon ( 1852). He
served in Tex., Utah Territory, and New Mexico Terrirory prior to becoming attending
surgeon in Washington, D. C. ( I 865). Printed I 870 testimonial letters from Andrew
Johnson and William H. Seward to Norris are io DLC-Hamilton Fish. See letter to Basil
Norris, April 25, 1877.
.~. See lener to Abel It Corbin, Dec. 28, I 875.

To Hamilton Fish
Dated St Louis Mo 12/20 I 873

To HoN HAMI LTON F 1sH SECY OF STATE W DC

My judgement is that sickles resignation should be accepted but not
seeing the tone of his dispatch I leave it to your judgement

us GR ANT

Telegram received, DLC-Harnilton Fish. On Dec. 20, 1875, Secretary of State Hamilton
fish telegraphed to USG, St. Louis. "General sickles tenders his resignation-Shall it
be accepted?" Copy, DNA, RG 59, Domestic Letters. On Dec. 22, Monday, Fish wrote
to USG. "I am in hopes of leaving this Evening to pass Christmas, with my family in
Newyork, expecting to return on Saturday, or at tbe latest on Monday next. Genl Sickles
telegram, tendering his resignation, docs not contain anything which seemed to render an
acceptance of the resignation of questionable propriety, & therefore, in pursuance of your
telegram from St Louis, I have informed him that his resignation will be accepted, & that
letters of recall will be forwarded to him by an early mail. Mr Davis will show you the
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telegram from General Sickles-The question of naming a successor, is at this moment,
one of great importance and I venture to suggest to you the name of General Cushingamong his many & varied accomplishments he is a thorough Spanish Scholar, and I think
that his appointment wiU give more confidence to the Country, and will be more likely to
result in satisfactory decisions than that of any other man, of whom I can think-pr obably than any other man in the Country-he is in entire harmony with your own views &
policy with regard to C11ba-as well as with regard to other questions-I venture to
make this suggestion in the hope that it may meet your approval, & to lay it before you in
time to prevent ,my decision or influence in behalf of any other person-• ALS (press),
DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Jan. 5, 1874, USG nominated Caleb Cushing as ·minister to
Spain. See Nevins, Fi.ih, 692-94; message to Senate, Jan. 13, 1874'.

Endorsement

r have no doubt but Mrs. Boggs, 1 w horn I have known for many
years, would make a most efficient clerk in the Macon pension office.
DEC. 23, 18 73.

u. S. GRANT.
HMD, 44-1-183, 2,,. Written on a confidential letter of Dec. 8, 1873, from William C.
Ebert, pension agent, Macon, Mo., to Louisa Boggs, St. Louis. "Your letter oft.he 29th received. My absence has caused some delay in answering. I can assure you that the President's wishes would be my pleasure; and the slightest intimation from him that it would
be a pleasure to him to give you a place, and that be would remember when the pressure
comes for my removal, (which is again on foot,) would be all the guarantee I would require. Your compensation wouJd be liberal and commensurate with the services rendered.
If you desire to lend a helping hand, now is the opportunity, as another raid is about to be
made, by whom I do not know. It is on account of my clerk. I have decided to remove him
at once, and your appointment may come much sooner than anticipated by either of us. l
shall be compelled to have two in place of one, if l still remain in my place. The chance for
you to save something for the future is now open. Can you secure it ? Answer at Hannibal." Ibid. On Dec. 17, Ebert again confidentially wrote to Boggs. Washington, D. C.
"... T here can be but two ways that I can now think ofin regard to the matter: one would
be for you to obtain the indorsement of Mr. Benjamin for the place, or await the expiration of my present term, and then l would, if you procured my re-appointmen 4 divide the
salary by two, and give you and Mr. Howe one-half, or $2,000, for your proportion, or in
consideration of services rendered .and from the performing the labors of tbe office, most
of which could be done by Mr. Howe himself. If you desire employment after your engagement in the seminary is filled, say to commence September 4, and the political situation will permit, I will, at that date, give you the place formerly filled by Mrs. Harrison,
and it would give you employment, with a moderate compensation, until such time11s our
new arrangement went into effect, if you procure the personal interest in yourself from
the President that you hope to do, and his assurance s1,1cb as he gave in person last March
when I visited him, namely, to 'go home and rest easy, he would protect me.' f do not think
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he will be ·scared' into a repudiation of his promise by any little breeze that might chance
to rise, or be set in motion by disappointed office-holders. Hoping this will be satisfactory
to you. and that your success will equal your expectations, ..." Ibid., pp. 25-26.
On Dec. 11, John M. Krum et al., St. Louis, had written to USG. "'We take great
pleasure in endorsing the application of Mrs. Louisa. Boggs of this city of Pension Agent
at Macon City, Missouri. we have known her for many years, as an accomplished, industrious and estimable lady, struggling against an adverse future. and endeavoring to
earn a living from the laborious and ill-paid work ofschool-teaching. Having devoted the
best years of her life to this vocation, she finds even now the compensation from it is not
sufficient for the maintenance of herself and daughter; and in appealing to Your Excellency for the favor named, she feels confident that she appeals to one, who, as a friend of
former years, will not be deaf to her entreaty now-While the late Mr. Charles W. Ford
was living, he endorsed her claims most c-ordially and liberally, and if he were still with us,
his would be the first name subscribed below-We t rust, sir, you will favorably consider
this application. It is one the favorable consideration of which will, we feel assured, not
only assist a most worthy lady, but be of real advantage to the public service." LS (6 signatures), USG IJ. On Dec. 23, Alton R. Easton, pension agent, St. Louis, wrote to Boggs.
"I have just received your note, and have this day wrinen to the General, who will probably shew it to you. I think, I have said all that you could desire, and if the General takes
the view, I think he will, he will regard it, as better than a direct recommendation for any
position, knowing as he does, better than I, your qualifications.-" ALS, ibid. On Jan. 16,
1674, U.S. Representative Edwin 0. Stanard of Mo. wrote to Boggs. "Yours of the 9th
with enclosures at hand and duly noted and in reply would say to you that I have had an
interview with the President and have not been able to get any defitute assurance of an appointrnent of any kind at present for you. although [ am sure he would like to give you
a place. but does not see his way clear to do ~o now and that you may have these papers for
future use l herewith return them to you--Shall be glad to render you assistance when I
can ...~ ALS, ibid,
On Dec. 15, USG nominated John T. Cfoments as pension agent, Macon, to replace
Ebert. Presumably before this nomination, John F. Long wrote to USG. "'lncloscd is a petition from Mrs. Louisa Boggs, whom you personally know, asking the appointment of a
_Major Clements to the office of'pension agent' at Macon City, and as he has promised per
his Jetter to her (in the event of his appointment) to give her a clerkship in the office at a
salary of $1,200, J most cordially indorse her application. Of Mr. Clements·s political
antecedents J know nothing; he is said to be honest and to possess ability. But my main
object is to benefit Mrs. B., who has been struggling with the wide world many years to
s upport an invalid husband, an adopted child, and herself; hence my full and unqualified
indorsement of her prayer." HMD, 44- 1-183, 29. For Long's testimony on Boggs and
Clements, see ibid., pp. 29-IJ/J. See also Geneml Hirtory qfMacon County Missoun' (Chicago, 1910), pp. 274-75.
On Jan. 5, 1875, Boggs, St. Louis, wrote to USG. ''J have just returned from Macon,
where I have been spending the holidays with my sister and her family and Annie. I return
here until June to finish my engagement at the Seminary, but my labor is made very light
by the thought that if at that time I feel very tired and need rest, I can remain at home;
and for this privilige I am indebted to your goodness to me. I cannot express my appreciation ofit or give words to the grateful thanks that are in my heart, Maj. Clements also
wishes me to convey his sincere thanks, to you.
appointment gives great satisfaction
to all parties in North Mo. and particularly to the people of Macon. Tn Saint Louis on his
way home, quite a little ovation wa~ given him hy his friends, Con. Maguire, Wm McKee
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&- others. J enclose notices from various North Mo. papers, from which you may judge of

the acceptability of the appointment. As there were several other applicants for the place
( thought it might be agreeable to you to know how highly the selection of Maj. C. was
approved by those concerned. W ith much Love to all the family .. ." ALS, USG 5. The
enclosures are ibid. On Jan. 12, Clements telegraphed to USG. "Macon endorses you by
electing entire republican ticket by two hundred majority." Telegram received (on Jan. I 5),
DLC-USG, IB. On Aug. 2, Daniel Ammen, act. secretary of the navy, wrote to USG. "Referring to your endorsement oft he 29th. ulto., upon the application of Mr Joh.n T. Clements
of Macon Mo. for a leave of absence for his son until the begining of the Academic year at
the Naval Academy, I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter addressed to Mr Clements
a few days since on the same subject." Copy, DNA, RG 45, Letters Sent to the President..
On April 22, J 876, Clements testified concerning a conversation he had with Boggs before his nomination as pension agent and a later conversation with USG.".. . she mentioned this matter of having made an application to Mr. Ebert for a clerkship, and I told
her that ifl obtained the position, s he should have a clerkship under me and I would give
her a hundred dollars a month. When I returned from Washington with the appointment, sbe told me she was in the school there, and all that sorr of tluog, and I said to her,
'Mrs. Boggs, this is a matter that comes out of my own pocket, and does not come out of
the Government fonds nor out of any pensioner or anything of that sort. If you do not do
a great deal of work in the office, it does not make any difference to me, ram going to have
my private clerk anyhow, and r prefer to have a gentleman, and I suppose it does not make
any difference to you whether you perform the duties or not .s o long as you have the salary.' She said it did not. • .. I called in to see the President on Friday morning, the 17th
of December, ... I told him I came to make application for the office of pension-agent, and
called his attention to the fact that he had appointed me once before and that my name had
been withdrawn .... He asked me what indorsements I had. I ment ioned that I had every
prominent republican in the State, with all the members of the senate and all the representatives who were republicans, and he said that was ·pretty good indorsement,' or something to that effect. ... Mrs. Boggs's name was never mentioned between me and the
President in t he world; not a word, nor a line, nor a syllable ever passed between us about
Mrs. Boggs. . . . I got my appointment that very day. The President looked at the clock
before l left the room, and said, 'Mr. Delano will be h.ere in about twenty minutes; this is
Cabinet day, a11d I will teJJ him that he may make this appointment.' Mr. Delano had always privately wanted to appoint me...." HMD, 44-1 -185, 5-7.
On Dec. 4, 1875, Ebert, Hannibal, Mo., had written to Boggs, St. Louis. "I do not
wish to inquire into any arrangements that you may have made with Mr. Clements in regard to the pension agency. Indeed, I do not know that you have made any at all, but, if so,
they are matters ofyour own; but if you have not made any, and have any reasons to think
you could upset his appointment by a visit to Washington, ifit ,~as to your interest to have
it done, I will tome do1vn and see you in regard to the matter. I cannot make known to you
by Jette,: what I have in my mind, as such things are better understood by taJking the
whole matter over than by writing, and if you have any encouragement from the Presid.e nt upon which to act, I can help you.. .. Answer by return mail." Ibid., pp. 27-28. On
Jan, 17, 1876, USG nominated Ebert as pension agent, Hannibal, in place of Clements; on
Jan, 18, he withdrew this nomination. On Feb. 25 and March J l , Ebert wrote to Boggs
concerning his renomination as pension agent. Ibid., pp. 5, 28-29. Boggs endorsed the
second letter to USG. "This is one of Ehert's missives to me. His 'future course,' alluded
to in the last line, refers to his meditated attack upon you, in which he proposes to show
the public t hat there was venality in Major Clements's appoiTitment. Judge Long says that
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he and Colonel Easton and others cart testify that it was done at their special and earnest
request. A few of my confidential friends, who have read Ebert's letters, also Judge Long
and Colonel Easton, pronounce him a most contemptible and dishonorable man. Excuse
the careless appearance of my letter. r would write it over, but am anxious to get it off to
you to-night. It may be important to you to know what the man is doing, or rather threatening to do. He seems to be in a rage because his name was withdrawn, again being put
in, and accuses me of being the cause, when l did not even know it until it was all over."
Ibid., p. 3. On March IS and 20, Ulysses S. Grant, Jr., wrote to Secretary of the Interior
Zachariah Chandler. "Father directs me to say that it has just come to his notice that the
pension-agent at Macon, Mo., has been paying a portion of his salary to some one rendering no service in the office, on the supposition that he holds tlie office through that
intlue11ce. Will you have him notified most positively that if such is the case, or if he after
this pays any one anything, except for legitimate services, it will be regarded as good
grounds for his removal?" Ibid., p. 2. "The President desires you to send in to-day a nomination of Pension Agent for Macon, Mo. vice Col. Clements. If no one is sufficiently recommended General Benjamin a former Congressman from Macon, District, now a banker
in this city would be able to name a good man~ Copy, DLC-USG, II, S. On March 20, USG
nominated Philip Arnholt as pension agent to replace Clements; on May 5, USG withdrew
Arnholt's· nomination and instead nominated William T. Jackson.
I. A cousin of Julia Dent Grant by marriage, Boggs's relationship with USG and
pension agents in Mo. prompted congressional investigation in 1876. On April 22, she
testified concerning her communications with Ebert, Clements, and USG."... The President y ielded to my suggestions. l wish to say here, that I consider myself the guilty party
in this whole matter; that I consider myself the party most to blame in urging the President to do this. I urged upon him such claims and recollections as no tender-hearted or
kind -hearted man could resist. . . . The President knew ofmy very long struggle in the
unremunerative occupation of teaching. I have been occupied in that way for over twenty
years, and he was willing to give me this aid in this way, inasmuch as the money came from
no one's pocket except Mr. Clemcnts's; no pensioner got a cent less: the Government paid
not a ce.nt more; and not a oent ever went in the President's pocket. Mr. Clewents gave me
this money out of his own salary: and, with his own salary, after it went into his pocket, I
supposed he was at liberty to do what he pleased. That was the erroneous supposition under which I acted.... I would like to say here what I had meant to say in another part of
the testimony, but was interrupted, that I made a very strong appeal to the President in
this matter, as 1 have said before-such an appeal as no kind-hearted man could resistand I consider myself much more to blame than any one else in doing that. I appealed to
him from this point of view, that Twas the person who took care of his little children while
he (the Pre-sident) was fighting for his country. I nourished his little boy Fred through a
long and severe illness, when he ( Fred) had just returned from Vicksburgh, having been
with his father, as you know, through the siege. He was then but a boy, and was run down
with camp dysentery, and had a very severe attack through the winter. I nursed him
through long nights of sickness, giving him his medici.ne every hour, and, when my night's
watch was over, went to my school in the morning at 9 o'clock, and did that for a week,
until his mother came. He was si~ weeks very ill, indeed, and needed very close attention.,
and I suppose any of you gentlemen would have felt like doing as the President did under
,c;imilat circumstances• . . ." HMD, 44-1-1~5, 25-24. See PUSG, 9, 270-71; ibid., JO,
S!lii-16, S49.
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To Abel R. Corbin
Washington D. C. Dec. 28th 1873.
MY DEAR MR. CoRBIN;

Your letter of the 22d, for some reason, was only handed to me
to-day, and with it yours ofyesterday. The watch came duly to hand
as was entirely satisfactory. I will send the check about the 2d of
Jan.y to pay for it-directly to the vendor. His bill, $200 00/100,
accompanied the watch. 1
I have found long since that concilliatory measures with men
like Casson,2 Fenton/ Schurtz, et al, to be expensive, disagreeable
and unproduct ive. Their enmity is prefferable to their friendship.
With honest men who are crochety like Daws 4 allowance can be
made without feeling degraded. But there is no reliance to be placed
upon the promises of dishonest men, and to court their friendship
makes one feel mean.
We have all our children with us during the holidays. Fred. is
temporarily on duty here making up from files in the War Dept.
Sheridan's records lost in the Chicago fire. P:Buck & Jesse will start
back for their schools next Saturday.6 Buck intends, on the completion of his collegiate course, to study law in Columbia College. He
will graduate in June.
Family all well and send much love to Jennie and yourself.
Yours Truly

u. S.GRANT
ALS, .Doris Hanis, Los Angeles, Calif,; (facsimiJe) PLC-USG, IC. See letter to Abel R.
Corbin, Dec. 16, 1873.
1. On Jan. 2, 1874, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Giles, Wales & Co., New York City. "The
President directs me to enclose you rus check for two hundred dollars, the a.mount of your
biU of Dec. 23d & say that he intended' to write you himself bot finds he cannot get the
time to-day. He desires me to eipress his perfect satisfaction with the watch and with its
beauty &c." Copy, OLC-USG, ll, 2. The receipt for this watch is in USG 3.
2. U.S. Representative John A. Kasson of Iowa had antagonized Republican leaders
by vigorous efforts to repeal the "'salary grab" act and accused USG of usurping power
from Congress. See letterto John Hoey, Jan. 17, 1873, note 2; CR, 43-1, 93-94, L57-58;
Edward Younger, John A. Kasson: Poli.Jics and Diplomacy from Lincoln to McKinley (Iowa
City, 1955), pp. 252-55,
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.'!. 011 Dec. 17, 187S, U.S. Senator Reuben E. Fenton ofN. Y. delivered a speech criticizing financial policies USG had outlined in his 1875 annual message. CR, 4.'!-l,
250-/,4.
4,

U.S. Representative Henry L. Dawes of Mass. also urged repeal of the "salary

grab" act. See PUSC, 2!l, S.'!6-37; CR, 43-1, IS6-:l7.
5 . .Jan. s, 1874. Ulysses S. Grant, Jr., attended Harvard; Jesse R. Grant attended
Cheltenham Academy.

To G. Dawson Coleman
Washington D. C. Dec. S 1st 1873.
D EAR

Srn:

If you have the taint of Royalty worn off enough to enjoy plain
republican simplicity Mrs. Grant and myself will be pleased to have
a visit from you and Mrs. Coleman, commencing on the fourth
Monday in Jan.y. 1 Nellie would like to have Blossy accompany you.
Mrs. Grant & Nellie join in love to Mrs. Coleman and the children, and send their very kind regards to yourself.
Very T r uly Yours,
U.S. GRANT
HON.

G.D. CoLEMAN,

ALS, PHi. Earlier in 187$, G. Dawson Coleman traveled through Europe as an honorary
C(>mmissioaer to the Vienna Exposition. Coleman had married Deborah Brown in 1852.
On March 21, 1878, Coleman, Lebanon, Pa., had written to USG. "If you are not
tired ofmy importunity-I desire once more but I will not promise for the last time, to
ask your favorable consideration to the claims of my young Cousin Mr Francis Rawle for
the positjon of Assistant District Attorney in Phila Of Mr Rawles professional ability I
know nothing-He will doubtless present to the proper Department cer tificates from
those who know him professjonally-l merely write as a friend and relative. You and I are
farmers and we know the value of good blood-.. . Gen Cameron has known Mr Rawles
family on both sides for the past half century" ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to
Appointments. On March 27, Francis Rawle, Philadelphia, wrote to USG transmitting
tJ1is letter. ALS, ibid. No appointment followed.
I. Jan. 26, 1874.

Calendar
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1873, JAN. I. Robert Campbell, St. Louis, to USG. "At the request of a particular friend I beg leave to recommend for an appointment to a Lieutenecy
of Infantry Mr Frederick Von Schrader a young man of 22 years of age; he is
very well educated both in French and German as well as English Mr Von
Schrader has been for the last two years with his cousin Col Farquhar u. s. a on
the Lakes and has a great desire to obtain a commission in the Army-his Father recently died in this city and the family reside here now. I would be very
much pleased if consistent with your views that Mr Von Schrad[er} shouJd receive the appointment that he solicits"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, S9S7 1873.
On Jan. IS, Frederick von Schrader, U.S. Northern Boundary Survey, Detroit,
wrote to USG applying for a commission.-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 101 USG nominated von Schrader as 2nd It., 12th fnf.
187 3, JAN. l. Gerrit Smith, Peterboro, N. Y., to USG. ''The bearer, Miss
Emily Faithfull, is, as you are probably aware, one of the distinguished & eminently useful ladies of England. With the warm approval of the English Government, she i.s passing through our country, and learning what she can ofour
schools, factories, prisons &c &c I hope Miss Faithfull & her Secretary Miss
Patterson may be so fortunate, as to take the hand of Mrs Grant, yourself &
daughter. I trust you are in good health, & feeling strong for another fouryears battle."-ALS, Pili. On Jan. 2, Emily Faithfull wrote to USG. "As I am
forwarding by this post Lord Granville's letter introducing me to Sir Edward
Thornton, I take the liberty of enclosing the kind introduction to you which I
have recd from my friend Mr Gerrit Smith with whom I am spending a fortnight. 1 am to lecture in Washington on the 28th of Jany & am looking forward
to my visit to yr capital with great interest."-ALS, ibid. See Emily Faithfull,
uLetters from America-No. 6," Victoria Magazine (May, 187 s), S.5; Three Visits To Arncrica (Edinburgh, 1884), pp. 28-38.
1873,JAN. 3. Fordyce M. Keith, Jr., Atchison, Kan., to USG. ''Should the proceedings instituted against Hon. Mark W. Delahay, the present U. S. District
Judge for this District, result in impeachment and dismissal from office, the
name ofCol. F. M. Keith of this state will be presented to your Excellency for
the appointment, together with such recommendations as to character and
capability as may be obtained. Col. Keith and his three sons were in the service
from the commencement of the war till its close, and neither of them have until
now asked for any office at the hands of the government, and while this does
not affect his fitness for the position, I know it will have some influence with
your Excellency where the claims ofall aspirants are otherwise equal. Col. Keith
is not yet aware that his name is being used in this connection so that, if
a breach of ettiqutte is consequent upon this communication, tlie blame
rests solely with the writer whose anxiety to secure the appointment for his
Father may lead him into error."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to
Appointments. Related papers are ibid. On Jan. 4, 1874, A. J. Hopkins, Waveland, Kan., wrote to USG. "las a plain common Farmer-have taken the lib-
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erty to write you a few times:-1 have always regarded you as a plain Straightforward Honest Sensiable Man-not inflated with Selfconceit or BigotryFarmers ~ en mass-Think well of you-They do not believe-you are a
wireworking Politician-They have no fault to find with your Public Acts with
one exception viz, your Signing the Salery Grab Bill-And when they consider that that Bill was Coupled with other important masures-They are disposed to look over that:-Now I am confident I have given the Sentiments of
the Farmers;-and I think you Should consult their wishes to Some extentin the appointment of men to fill important offices;-! have never Sought
office-and will not now trouble you with any thing ou that Score on my
own Behalf which may be Some relief to you:- But I can assure you, that the
Farmers of Kans are interested in the appoinnnent of a good-Honest manto the Cheif Justicship of the State of Kans-as well as other Citizens of the
State-And now T submit, where their are a Haord of Politicians Crowding
your office and clamoring for the appointment of Some Politician to an important office if it dont Smack of Partisian Political wireworking The Appointment of Messrs Lowe-Crozier or Horton to the Chief Justiceship of Kans will not give Satisfaction to one third of the Citizens of the State-while the
appointment of John T. Morton of the
and who resides at Topeka wi11
give full Satisfaction to Three forths of the People of Kans-His Name has
never been Spoken of in connection with that office to my knowledge He is a
Plain Honest good man-and a man of acknowledged fair Legal attainments
He is now well on his Second term of office in this distr.i.ct: .. .''-ALS, ibi,L
Communications to USG recommending Noah C. McFarland, Edward Stillings, and Nathan Price for judge, Kan., are ibid. No-appointments followed. See
PUSG, 19, S90.
On Dec. so, 1878, Mark W. Delahay, Leavenworth, Kan., wrote to USG. "I
trust you will not regard me as an intruder when I submit to you the views
I entertain from my stand point in regard to some of the Aspirants for the Position lately resigned by myself. I never sought the Judgeship, and there is not
to be found in your Department or that of the Attorney General any paper in
my behalffor the appointment. I at first refused to accept it, but Mr. Lincoln
insisted upon it. I learned that unless I did accept that the appointment would
have been made outside of Kansas, that a Mr. Grimshaw of Pike County Illinois
would have been appointed. To gratify Mr. Lincoln and many of the People of
Kansas, I accepted the appointment; and from that day I was followed by those
who were disappointed in not securing the appointment, for over Ten years with
more malignity and unscrupulous false representation than ever was known in
any State. Knowing that I must sooner or later fall a victim to unscrupulous
false Witnesses, and not being in a condition financially to undergo the expense
of a public trial under the Constitution 'For high crimes and Misdeameanors'
but fully knowing and conscientously feeling that I had done no wrong, yet l
chose for mysef the course I have lately taken. l am now and have been an unfaltering friend of yours and of your Administration and have given both my
active support. The Hon. Albert H Horton who was appointed by you early in
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your first Term will probably be presented to you for the Judgeship. I have
been intimate officially with him ever since his appointment, and feel it a duty
and pleasure to say that he has made a most faithful and able law officer of the
Government for this District, and by his energy and ability in the execution of
the various revenue and other laws of Congress has saved many thousands of
dollars to the Government. That he is acquainted with all the routine of duties
of the Court and also the duties of all officers connected therewith; his appointment would give quite as much satisfaction to Kansas, as any other aspirant and is at the same time most eminently proper to be made. I say Mr. President in all candor I should regret that any influence could be brought to bear
that would secure the appointment of any one unfamiliar with the Practice of
the Federal Courts or the Laws governing the Same. Mr. Lowe of the House, 1
learn has been taJked of some by his friends, I would regard his appointment
as a great misfortune for the State and for yourself: he has been once in a Small
District, a Judge in Kansas, he is known to be a very indolent man and has
never attended a single Term of the U. S. D istrict or Circuit Court for t he
last Ten Years to my own personal knowledge, and is wholly unacquainted
with the Practice of those Courts and the Laws t hat are to be administered
therein ...."- ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. On
Dec. 20 , Governor Silas Woodson of Mo. had written to USG. ''Being a western man and living near the Missouri River, which separates the states of
Kansas and Missouri, and being more or less acquainted with the bench and
bar of the state of Kansas, I, in common with the people of Missouri, feel
some interest in the question, who shall succeed Judge Delahay in the office of
United States District Judge? r see from the papers that the friends of the
Hon. Albert H. Horton, intend asking your Excellency to appoint him to the
office indicated. Allow me to say that I have personally known Judge Horton
for many years, having lived within twenty miles of him ever since he settled
in Kansas. That I know him to be a good Lawyer, a sober, prudent, honest, and
most excellent business man. He is in the prime of life, full of energy and devoted to his profession. I do not beUeve that in all the state of Kansas a man can
be found, who so pre-eminently combines all the requisite qualifications for the
office, as Judge Horton; and I am satisfied that his elevation to the bench would

give universal satisfaction to the people of all parties in the state."-ALS, ibid.
Related papers are ibid No appointment followed. On March 9, 1874, USG
nominated Cassius G. Foster as judge, Kan.
On Feb. l, I 873, James M. Harvey, Topeka, had written to USG. "Hearing
that Hon A. H. Horton late U. S. District Attorney for this District has tendered his resignation I write to recommend as his successor his present able
and efficient assistant Hon A. L Williams he is a son of Hon Archibald
Williams formerly a very distinguished Lawyer of Illinois but who was at the
time of his death Judge of t he U. S. District Court here.. .. Mr Williams was
never a friend or supporter ofS. C. Pomroy or any other corruptionist"-ALS,
ibid. On March 14, McKendree H. Chamberlin, Beardstown, TI!., wrote to USG.
'1 am informed that the present U. S. Dist. Attorney, Hon. A.H. Horton, of the
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State of Kansas, wishes to resign his post, and, in consequence, an appointment
wilJ have to be made for that district. I wish to ask that it may be your pleasure
to consider Mr. James M. North, of Atchison, that state, as an applicant for that
position. He is a graduate of McKendree College, this State, also of the Law
College, Chicago, and a practitioner of Several years standing- a young man
of real ability nigh christian Character, eminently worthy and well quallified
for the important t rust, Senator Logan of this state is intimately acquainted
with him, and I believe would cheerfully endorse for him with as much earnestness, as it is my pleasure to represent him. Senators Pomeroy and Ingalls,
I understand, ~ promised Mr. Nor th their influence, and I am further informed that Mr. Horton himself would be gratefied to have Mr. North sucseed
him...."-ALS, ibid, No appointments followed.
On March I I , U.S. Senator John J. Ingalls of Kan. and the other members
of the Kan. congressional delegation wrote to USG recommending Cyrus I.
Scofield as U.S. attomey, Kan.-LS, ibid. On March 19, USG nominated
Scofield. On Dec. 20, Scofield wrote to USG resigning his office.-ALS, ibid.,
Letters Received. Kan. In an undated letter, Ingalls and U.S. Senator Robert
Crozier of Kan. wrote to USG recommending George R. Peck as U.S. attor-·
ney, Kan.-LS (docketed 1874), ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On
Jan. 9, 187<1-, USG nominated Peck.
1873, JAN. 3 . Belva A. Lockwood, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I wish to address you, not as President of the Unjted States, but as President, (at least
nominally) of an Institution known as the National Law University of Washington D. C. Its Circulars contain your name, the Diplomas it has granted contain (I beleive) your signature. Sometime in February 1871 I was invited to enter this Institution as a student by the acting Professor W. B. Wedgewood, and
to use my influence to induce other ladies to join, with the assurance, that if
faithful to the recitations, we should receive diplomas at the same time with a
class of young men which had been formed a short time previous. Happy to
avail myself of a privelege which I had been long seeking; in connection with
Mrs. S. P. Edson (now deceased) we persuaded fifteen women to join the Class.
We went regularly to the recitations, and for two or t hree times were admitted to the lectures, wheo this means of knowledge was denied us, without any
explanation being given. Gradually, as is usualJy the case with College Classes
where severe study is required, the members dropped off, and only two, Miss
Lydja S. Hall (now Mrs. Graffam) and myself completed the Course. We continued faithfully, patiently, and with the deepest interest so long as the recitations were continued; studying also through the long hot days of Summer and
denying ourselves recreation. Judge of our disappointment when diplomas
were refused us on the ground that we had not studied long enough. We were
then told if we would wait until September we should receive the requisite diplomas. Not allowed to practice the profession for which I had prepared myself for want of proper credentials, I was forced to accept an offer as traveling
corr espondent for the Golden Age in the South. 1 did not return until late in
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October, when I again applied to Prof. Wedgewood for the long promised diploma, which he not only refused me, but refused when I proposed to study
longer to admit me either to recitations or lectures. Having received a liberal
education, and graduated in a College composed mostly of young men in the
State of New York as far back as 1857, and having received an additional degree thereafter conferred by the University of Syracuse; holding a State
Certificate from the Superintendant of Public Instruction of the State of New
York; I cannot appreciate or understa(nd] this (to me) manifest injustice. I am
not only wounded in my feelings, but actually deprived of an honest means of
livelihood, without any assignable cause. As this Institution bears your name,
I am anxious to know if this proceeding meets your approval. Mrs. Lydia S.
Graffam will bear me witness in this testimony."-ALS, PHi. On Sept. 5,
Lockwood wrote to USG. "You are, or you are not, President of the National
University Law School. lf you are its President, I desire to say to you that I
have passed through the curriculum of study in this school, and am entitled to,
and demand, my diploma. If you are not its President, then I ask that you take
your name from ,its papers, and not hold out to the world to be what you are
not."- Lockwood, nMy Efforts to Become a Lawyer," Lippincott's Monthly
Magazine, XLI (Feb., 1888), 224.
On Feb. 20, 1875, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Lockwood. ''The President directs me to return you the accompanying papers and say that the matter was
brought up in Cabinet meeting yesterday, and there is no authority to grant the
request made outside of Congress."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
187[9], JAN, 4. Isaac F. Quinby, U.S. marshal, Rochester, N. Y., to USG. "I
learn that the friends of Mr Rossiter Johnson of Concord N. H. are about to
make application for his appointment as U. S Consul at Liege Belgium. It gives
roe great pleasure to unite with the other friends of Mr Johnson in urging his
claims for this appointment On graduating from the University of Rochester
with much distinction, he adopted Journalism for his profession. and in the few
intervening years has reached a high position in his calling, as is attested by
the place he now holds...."-ALS (misdated 1872), DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. On Jan. 28, 1875, Rossiter Johnson, Concord, N. H., wrote to U.S. Senator James W. Patterson ofN. H. "In accordance
with your suggestion, and relying on your kind offer to push my application, I
have procured a letter from Gen. Quinby ... If Gen. Quinby's letter could actually get to the President's own hands, I think it would help the business considerably. I have made up my mind not to be disappointed at failure; but I lomw
that the only way to succeed is to act as if success were certain. ..."- ALS, ibid.
Related papers a.re ibid. No appointment followed. Johnson later had a long career as an editor and writer.
J 87S, JAN. 6. USG endorsement. "Respectfully refered to the Sec. ofState If
there is any Consular vacancy that would suit Dr. Hunter I would like to give
it to him."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommenda-
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tion. Written on a letter of Jan. S from John M . Harlan, Louisville, to USG.
''Accompanying this is a letter from Capt D. R. Carr recommending Dr W G
Hunter of Burksville Kentucky for some position in the Consular service... ,"-ALS, ibid. Benjamin H. Bristow favorably endorsed this letter.AES (undated), ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed.
1873, Jw. 8. William C. Spencer, "Staying at Pay lnspr J D. Murray's U. S.
Naval Academy," to USG. "Having at an early age selected the Military profession, all my inclinations tend that way, and I have the honor very respectfully to apply to you, for re-appointment in the Army. I was appointed in 1855,
a Second Lieutenant in the 2d Infantry, and served on the North- western frontier, with the Regiment until the Spring of 186 I. During the Sioux troubles in
the year 1857, while in the performance ofmy duty in Minnesota, I rendered
to the Government such service, as called from the Commanding General of the
Army, a Complimentary order, which can be seen by referring to the General
order issued by General Scott in 1857. On the opening of the late Rebellion, I
was promoted on the recommendation of the 'Adjutant General of the Army'.
to a Captaincy i.n one of the new Regiments-the 17th Infantry! I repaired to
Fort Preble, Portland Harbor, Maine, and as Senior Captain organized the
First Battallion of that Regiment, and marched into the field at t he head of my
company, under the command of General McClellan in the Spring of 1862. After serving during the advance on Richmond, on picket, in the trenches etc. &c.
on the 23d of June 1862, I heard of the arrest of my uncle Judge Carmichael,
who had procured for me my original Lieutenancy. I had thought it possible he
would be arrested-but was outraged by the manner in which the arrest was
made, he being an old man, and while presiding over his Court, was dragged off
the Bench, and beaten over the head with pistols, in the hands- of a gang of
'roughs' froms Baltimore City. On hearing of this, I asked the intercession of
General McClellan, and requested him to communicate with President Lincoln; he informed me through General Marcy, that although he fully appreciated my feelings and sympathized with me, he could effect nothing at Washington. I thereupon tendered my sword to my Commanding Officer, and was
placed under arrest. While en-route to Fortress Monroe-a prisoner-and
under charge of Genl Rufus Ingalls (Jackson's Rebel advance being reported
near) I applied to the General for a command, and was informed if an Engagement took place, I should have one. After staying several weeks at Fortress
Monroe, and finding J could do nothing for my relative, I joined n1y Division,
and was the guest of Col. David McKibbin, 14th Inf. While under charges, I
marched with the Battallion into position on the field of the 2d Manassas, and
was requested by the Colonel to take command of his right flank Company. I
did this, with the sanction of the Division Commander, and after the Engagement, the Officers of the Hth Infantry drew up a paper to the effect that they
did not consider me disloyal, and the Colone] mentioned roe in the Regimental
report for gallantry. Shortly after this, one of the Commanding General's staff,
(General George Ruggles) informed me I would be released from arrest without trial. My health being impaired by the campaign of the previous Spring
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and summer, I was given a certi"ficate of ill-health, and remained absent from
the Army from the 1st of September, until the 1st of November, and was then
ordered to the Army for trial. On reporting (one of the witnesses being absent)
it was found I could not have my trial. 1 then went to Washington, and hastily
and under impulse resigned. The following year I tried to get back into the
Army, but was informed there were such charges against me, as would prevent.
Last year I found that, at the time I was absent sick, and regularly reporting to
the Adjutant General, (accompanying Report with certificate ofill-health,) my
Division Commander, (not receiving my report, which I sent thro' Army Head
Quarters, and supposing l had gone to join the Rebels) wrote a very STRONG
and UNJUST letter to Washington, requesting I should be dropped from the
rolls of the Army. This was shortly after General Stones arrest. This letter stands
against me in the War Department. After leaving the service, I took an active
stand in defence of the Union, altho' my relations-to a man-were opposed
to me, being the only one of my kin a registered voter in 1863 and '64. I am a
great advocate for your policy of Government, and a supporter of your Administration. General E D. Townsend the Adjutant General of the Army, and
General McDowell (the latter Officer knowing me socially and officially) will,
I am certau1, speak well of me, and l trust Mr. President, you will take sufficient
interest in my case, as to find out the tme facts, and I am confident you will
give me back my Sword-either with my old rank,-or in some other position
as an Officer of the Army of the United States."-LS, DNA, RG 94, ACP,
S1583 CB 1866. On Aug. s, Spencer, Baltimore, wrote to USG. "You asked me
ifI had been actively engaged against the Rebells, during the late War-Twas
not only actively engaged, on the occasion of Gen McClellan's march on Rjchmond in the year 1862 at Yorktown, and in several Picket engagements in the
vicinity of Gaines Mills: but also commanded the right Company of the 14th
lnfr in the 2d Mannassass, when we drove back Jacksons Corps, who made a
dash on Centreville- .. . Should you be so considerate as to give me back my
sword, I would prefer the Arty or Cavalry, on account of the fact that I would
not be commanded by those officers, who I formerly ranked-Regarding my
age, I am 38, and am in as good health as a man can be; and am a good rider,
and fond of the horse-"-ALS, ibid. On Feb. 2, 1874, U.S. Representative
William J. Albert of Md. wrote to USG r ecommending Spencer.-LS, ibid. On
.June 16, 1875, Spencer wrote to USG. "Mr Washington Booth Collector of the
Port recently informed me that he recommended to your favorable notice myself, for an Army Appointment, and that you stated you would make no appointment in the Army until September-I should feel very thankful to your
Excellency if in the mean-time you would confer on me an appointment as
Clerk in the Treasury at Washington D. C. as I am out of Employment-"ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. See SRC, 44-2-647, 46-2-654, 49-1-122;
HRC, 44-1-73, 52-1-3197.
1873, JAN. 9. USG endorsement. "Let the lands, described in the within letter, be set apart as a Reservation for the bands oflndians in California, therein
named, agreeably to the recommendation of the Acting Secretary of the lnte-
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rior."-DS, DNA, RG 75, Orders. HED, 45-3-1, part 5, I, 739, 47-2-1, part
5, II, 318, 49- 2- 1, part 5, I, 53 I; SED, 48-2-95, 238. Written on a letter of the
same day from Benjamin R. Cowen, act. secretary of the interior, to USG. " f
have t he honor to submit, herewith, a letter from the Acting Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, dated the Srd instant, requesting the setting apart for the use
of the Tule River, King's River, Owen's River, Manche Cajon, and other scattering bands oflndians in California, a tract ofland described as follows: , . :~
LS, DNA, RG 75, Orders. The original description, and USG's modification of
Oct. s, are printed in the documents listed above. See also HED, 42-3- I, part
5, I, 765-66, 43- 1- I, part 5, I, 695.
On March s I , John P.H. Wentworth, publisher, The Resources ofCalifornia,
San Francisco, bad written to USG. "Information has reached here that the Indian Department contemplates removing all the Indians from the Tule River
Farm to the earthquake region of Inyo County. This will be a wrong move if it
is carried out, and will prove a fruitful source of discontent to the Indians, as
well as great expense to the nation. It is scarcely necessary to tell you, who
know much ofCalifornia, that the desolate region of Inyo county is totally unsuited to subsisting and civilizing a large body of Indians. The barrenness of
the land-its mountainous character, and its great scarcity of water; being a
region of almost perpetual drouth, the springs and nearly all the fresh water
streams drying up during the Summer, are facts well known to all old residents
of California. To compel, without good reasons the Indians to abandon their
present comfortable homes, where they have lived peaceably for years, and
where the large majority of them were born, to abide in that volcanic and inhospitable country, is, to say the least, a glaring outrage to humanity. The Indians are now contented and comparatively civilized, and deserve to remain
where they are. The Whites are wi1ling that they should remain on Tule River
undisturbed, and there is no good r eason for molesting or removing them. In
their present abode they are all comfortably housed and cared for, and are
never interfered with by the settlers. They have their corn patches and gardens
under cultivation, and are generally as comfortable as many of their White
neighbors. There is on the farm an orchard and vineyard in full bearing-a superabundance of water for irrigation and all other purposes; and more arrable
land than the agent in charge has ever placed under cultivation. The farm contains about 1500 acres ofland, 1280 of which are rented by the Government,
at $1.50 per acre per annum. The land has a frontage of three miles on Tule
River. The soil is rich and productive. No body ofland in the entire State yields
better. This body ofland has been offered time and again to the Government
at $10-per acre; and the purchase has been recommended by every Superintendent of Indian Affairs since the organic act, and was once embraced in the
estimates of appropriations by the Indian Bureau and submitted to Congress.
In case the Government did not purchase, the owner offered, and still offers the
use of the land to the Government, for Indian purposes, upon its own terms,
for any length of time. The land will, under proper cultivation, yield, tttteet"
~ ettlh'l'it~ien more per annum, than any tract ofland of twenty times the
quantity that the Government can obtain in the Inyo country. We have on our
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Northern border the effect ofcompelling Indians, unwillingly to abandon their
homes, and have discovered that it is much cheaper to 'feed Indians tha11.fight
them.' But, whatever the reason for removing the Modocs, which, no doubt, is
satisfactory to the Government, there is none whatever for l"effl6,iflg" disturbing the Tule River Indians and driving them from their present location, unless-1st To save to the Government the small sum paid in rental for a portion
of the Tule River farm, or 2nd, To get up an Indian disturbance in our Southern counties, in the interest of land grabbers or supply contractors, certainly
not for the interest and welfare of the people. To abandon the present establishment on Tule River, with all its advantages, comforts and improvements
and remove the Indians to Inyo, or elsewhere, will cost the Government more
than five times the amount required to buy the present farm out and out, or to
rent it for any number of years required. To this may be added a large outlay
for buildings necessary on a new location, ex.horbitant freight charges for the
transportation of supplies and materials for all time over the Sierra Nevada
Mountains As to the general policy of the Government for the management
and contro1 of Indians, I have nothing to say furtheT than to approve the humane policy adopted by your wisdom. To give opinions unasked, as a rule, is a
thankless undertaking; but on the question of this contemplated removal and
abandonment ofTule River Indian Farm, I speak from my own personal knowledge, acquired during the time I held the position of Superintendent oflndian
Affairs, under the first administration ofour lamented Lincoln, and a residence
on the Pacific coast of more than twenty-three years. If I have succeeded in
putting your Government in possession of facts that have been overlooked, or
perhaps, wilfully withheld, and thereby prevent a costly error to your administration, the object of writing this letter wiH he is accomplished, and I am amply compensated for the effort.... P. S. It may be proper for me to state that,
except as a citizen, I have no interest in this matter directly or indirectly."ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, California Superintendency.
1873, JAN. 9. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. "I have the honor
to inform you that, in 01y judgment, no objections exist to the accompanying
bill, H . R., No 1018, receiving your approval."-LS, OFH. See US. Statutes at
Large, XVII, 408-9.
1873, JAN. 10. Charles W. Ford, St. Louis, to USG. "In October last I wrote
you at the request of Mr & Mrs Benton, in behalf of their nephew. William
Sturges. who was & is anxious to get the appointment of Cadet at West Point.
You were kind enough to answer-that all appointments were made for the
class of'7S-and that he could not go before the year 1874. and that your successor in office appoints that class. You say rLet him make application to my
successor, stating services rendered &c. and l will see that his application goes
on file where it wil1 be seen when the appointments come to be made next
year' In persuance ofsuch instructions I enclose you the application of young
Sturgis-which l pray may be placed upon file for proper consideration. when
the proper times comes...."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA.
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Ford enclosed a letter of Nov. 17, 1872, from William Sturges, Racine College,
Racine, Wis., to USG. ''I received your very kind and welcome letter yesterday.
Before our family came to Geneva Wis, we lived in the southern part of Ohio
and father was a Major in the 24th Ohio regiment, in the great rebellion, he was
at the taking of Fort Donaldson and several other engagements. I will be 17
next March, and am 6 feet in height. I have already given you too much trouble
and have met with more reward than I could expect, but hoping to be able to
repay you at some futur day...."-ALS, ibid. Sturges did not attend USMA.
1873, JAN. 12. 1st Lt. John P. Walker, Sidney Barracks, Neb., to USG."... I
6rm1y believe the day has come for rescuing the Tomb of our Saviour from the
hands of the Infidel, and for proclaiming thereby that his princ-iples do and
shall rule the world. And further [ believe that no man is more competent to
announce the fact to the expectant world than yourself, the Savior of our own
beloved and christian Land. Will you not I therefore, prayerfully and wi.tb deep
emotions, ask, in your Second Inaugural Message, proclaim and initiate a
movement for the Recovery of the Holy Land, Palestine, from the Power of the
Unbeliever, and to vest its control in the hands of the Christian Powers? ...
ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 4754 1875. On Jan. 23, AG Edward D. Townsend
endorsed this letter. "RespectfulJy returned to the Secretary of War. 1st Lieutenant J. P. Walker, sd Cavalry, was charged with disobedience of orders, repeated insubordination and disrespect to his Commanding Officer. His trial
was set for Nov. It, J 872, (by General Court Martial) The proceedings have
not yet been received."-Copy, ibid. On Jan. 27, Judge Advocate Gen. Jose.ph
Holt endorsed the letter. "In returning the enclosed letter to the Secretary of
War, I would remark-that, though the 'idea' presented by the writer is certainly ·wild and impracticable, and his communicating the same to the President, a most extraordinary proceeding, yet the letter itself-in its style and
e.xpressions-is not incoherent, nor does it, in my judgment, necessarily import insanity in the writer.... The possibility of this letter having been written "~th a view to affecting the question pending upon -the trial-may not be
unworthy of consideration.''~ES, ibid. Again arrested in Sept., 1875, and
court-martialed, Walker spent nine months in an insane asylum after USG
remitted his sentence on Aug. 19, 1876. See PUSG, 16, 179.
tt-

1873, JAN. 13. Bishop Matthew Simpson, Philadelphia, to USG. "Having
learnd that Rev J. L. G. McKown has been named by his friends in Illinois as a
suitable person for visitor to West Point, I wd most cordially agree with them
in recommending him for tbe appt I have known Mr McKown for years as a
gentleman of literary culture as well as of high standing. He has been President of several literary institutions. If ttgree11.ble kt consistent with the interests of the service, I should be grati.fied to see him appointed. -ALS, DNA,
RG 94, USMA, Board of Visitors. Related papers are ibid On Jan. 31,
Orville E. Babcock wrote to U.S. Senator John A. Logan of Ill. "The President
directs me to say that he regrets that he cannot oblige you by appointing
Mr McKown as Visitor to West Point from Illinois, as he had already prom0
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ised to, and clirected the appointment for Mr David A. Wallace, President of
Monmouth College"-Copy, DLC-USG, ll, 1. On Dec. 16, 1872, U.S. Representative John M. Bright ofTenn, had written to USG. ul take pleasure in r ecommending the flan. James D. Tillman of Fayetteville, Tennessee, (4 Congressional Dist.) as a suitable person for the appointment of Visitor to West Point
at the next annual examination. Mr. Tillman is a son of Hon. Lewis Tillman,
(ex-member of Congress from Tenn.)-is a gentleman of University education, at present a member of the Legislature of Tennessee, and is a brother of
Professor Tillman of West Point. His appointment would be gratifying to his
many friends-"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, USMA, Board of Visitors. Related papers, including a letter of April 9, 1873, from Wells W Leggett, Washington,
D. C., to USG mentioning James D. Tillman's service as col. in the C.S. Army,
are ibid. On Dec. 19, 1872, U.S. Senator William G. Brownlow of Tenn. had
written to USG. "l would respectfully reccommend the appointment of John K.
Payne, of Knoxville, Tennessee as one of the Board of Visitors for 1873 to the
West Point Military Academy. Mr. Payne is Proff. of Mathematics in the Agricultural College of Tennessee established by the fund donated to the States
by the National Government for the establishment of these Colleges. He is a
fine student and scholar, devoted to his profession, and might turn to practical account as an instructor the information he would derive from service on
this Board."-ALS, ibid. On Feb. 17, 1873, Benjamin S. Roberts, USMA 1835,
Washi11gton, D. C., wrote to USG. "I have the honor to request to present myself as a proper officer of the Army to be appointed as one of the Board of
Visitors, to attend the annual examination of cadets at West PointJune proxo.
The Professorship I filled at Yale College for three academic terms, to the satisfaction of its eminent·faculty, would as it seems to me, assure you of my
fitness for the appointment I have r equest. It would be a personal grat ification,
and my purpose would be to sec that fairness and justice should be done to
our common 'Alma Mater."'-ALS, ibid. On March 4, "We, the undersigned,
Senators and Representatives from the State of Maine, r espect fully and
earnestly request that you would appoint James H. McMullan of Biddeford,
Maine, Visitor to West Point for the present year."-DS (8 signatures), ibid.
Letters to USG recommending Oliver L. Spaulding, Thomas B. Shamp, and
George Woodbridge (USMA 1826), are ibid.
On Jan. 3, Charles S. Hamilton, Fond du Lac, Wis., had written to Frederick T. Dent asking aid in having USG appoint him as visitor.-ALS, ICarbS.
On March 24, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Secretary of War William W. Belknap.
''The President directs me to say that you may change the appointment ofC. S.
Hamilton as Visitor to West Point, substituting Presdt. A. L. Chapin of Beloit
College, Wis. He requests that you notify Mr. Hamilton that t his appointment
was promised last year for this, but forgotten when appointments were made.
Mr. Hamilton may go next year.''-Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. USG appointed
Amos T. Akerman, Aaron L. Chapin, Henry B. Curtis, William T. Early,
James L. G. McKown, James H. McMullan, and M. Russell T hayer to the board
of visitors, USMA, for June, 1873. See PUSG, 22, 433-34; Calendar, April 27,
1872; New York Times, May 30, June 6, 1875; HED, 4S- J- l, part 2, I, 21.
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1873, JAN. 14. John F. Quarles, Washington, D. C., to USG. "l have the honor
to make application for the position ofConsul at Antwerp Belgium. I desire to
call your attention to the fact that our state (Georgia) has no one in the consular service of tl1e government. If references are needed I can furnish such as
will be entirely satisfactory."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. U.S. Representative Richard H. Whiteley of Ga. endorsed
th1s letter. "I regard Mr Quarles as one of the most promising and worthy
young men of his race i.n our State or in the South, a_nd commend him to your
favorable consideration"-AES (undated), ibid. U.S. Senator Henry Wilson of
Mass. also favorably endorsed this letter.-AES (undated), ibid. On Feb. 18,
USG nominated Quarles as consul, Port Mahon. On May 10, Benjamin
Moran, secretary oflegation, London, described Quarles in his diary.-DLCBenjaroin Moran.
On Dec. 7, 1876, Quarles, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "Congress
having failed to make the usual appropriation, I have been recalled from my
post of duty at Port Mahon. I desire now to ask to be reinstated in the consular
service and I respectfully call your attention to the enclosed recommendation.
I would be much gratified, if I could be assigned to Basie, Switzerland, as l
would there be enabled to persue some studies in which I was interrupted when
recalled from Port Mahon I wiJl a1so add that this would enable me to rejoiu
my family, whom I was compelled to leave behjnd me."-ALS, DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Appljcatjon and Recommendation. {n an undated petition, Frederick Douglass et al. wrote to USG. uUnder the operations of the Diplomatic and
Consular Appropriation Bill, passed at the last session of Congress, John F
Quarles, Esq: Consul at Port Mahon, having been recalled from his post of
duty, we the undersigned respectfully ask that he be reinstated in the Consular
service for the following r easons:-That Mr Quarles, is the only person from
his state, Georgia, holding a position in this branch of the Consular service,
t hat he is the only person, save one, in the whole foreign service-and that
he is endorsed and recommended by the Republicans of the entire State. That
Mr: Quarles, is the only colored man holding such a position in this branch of
the forcign service and thus he not only represents his state, but we regard him
in a peculiar sense as the representative of the colored people of the country in
this branch of the public service. That Mr Quarles, entered the service under
the operations of the Civi1 Service Rules, having passed an examination altogether satisfactory to the Department of State; that he has since thoroughly
prepared himself for this branch of the public service and that his official conduct has been such as to meet the highest commendations, both of the people
among whom he has r esided and of the Department ofState. For these reasons
which we trust and believe that you will deem sufficient we respectfully ask that
Mr Quarles be reappointed to some position in the foreign service."-DS
(5 signatures), ibid. Related papers are ibid, See New York Times, .June 2 1,
1877; May 14, 1880;Jan. 29, 1885.
1873, JAN. J S. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of War. Let special attention be called to this application when apts. are made."-AES, DNA,
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RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Written on papers including a letter of Jan.
9 from Susan P. Vance, New Albany, Ind., to USG. "The papers accompanying
this embolden me to ask of your Excellency the nomination of my son, Burton
Vance, to a cadetship in the Military Academy at West Point. I am the widow
of Morgan Vance, late of Kentucky, who came to this state, a refugee from
rebel and Kuklux violence, in 1869, and died in 1871, leaving a very helpless
family in utter destitution. His services to the United States, as a commissioner
of U. S. Courts, from 186 I to the time of his death, were of such peculiar character and value and performed at such terrible cost to him and us, that I hope,
they will justify a departure from the custom of the President's conferring hjs
nominations only on the sons of army officers...."-LS, ibid. Related papers
are ibid.
On June 2, 1874, U.S. Senator Daniel D. Pratt oflnd. wrote to USG asking
for the reappointment of Burton Vance, who had failed his entrance examination in spelling.- ALS. ibid. A letter of May 29 from John Forsyth, chaplain,
USMA, to Susan Vance is ibid. Vance did not attend USMA.
On March 3, 1877, Secretary of War James D. Cameron wrote to USG. "I
have the honor to return House Bill 2833 'for the relief of Susan P. Vance', with
remarks that no record of the claim is found here, and therefore the Department can express no opinion on the bill"-Copy, ibid., RG 107, Letters Sent,
Military Affairs. See HRC, 44,-1 -310, 46-2- 1441.
1873, JAN. 16. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. ''I have the honor
to inform you that, in my opinion, no objection exists to the accompanying
bills receiving your approval. They are respectively numbered, 1028 and 2774-,
H. R."-LS, OFH. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVII, 411.
I 873, JAN. I 7.
USG order prohibiting federal officials from simultaneously
holding state, territorial, or municipal offices after March 4, 1873.- Copies
(printed), DNA, RG 45, Letters Received from the President; ibid., RG ISO,
Orders and Proclamations; DLC-Executive Orders. SED, 43-1-53, 100-101.
On Jan. 24 and 28, Secretary of State Hamj\ton fish wrote in his diary. "The
application of the recent Executive order prohibiting Federal Officers holding
positions under State or Municipal Authorities is considered in connection
with the question whether the order extends to Federal Officers holding positions on Boards of Education-School Committees, Trustees of Public Libraries &c. President does not consider these as 'Offices' within the purview of
the Order-nor does he consider MUitia Commissions as excluding the holders from the right to hold Federal Offices-the Laws of the U.S. requiring the
organization of the State Militia- I am to prepare a letter to some one of the
parties asking information, & submit it at the next meeting of the Cabinet,,
"Read draft reply to enquiries as to the Executive Order of 17th inst respecting Federal Officers holding offices under State or Municipal Govt which is
approved. ... The Civil Service Board, are admitted, & a long-long talk
ensues-but all things have an end, & so at length had this-without much apparent result having been reached-''-DLC-Hamilton Fish. On Jan. 28, Fish
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issued an order clarifying prohjbitions on "the !1olding of State or Municipal
Offices by persons holding Civil offices under the Federal Government."Copies, Di,;iA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters; (printed) DLC-Executive Orders. SED, 43-1-53, 101-2. See Washington Evening Star, Jan. 23, J873.
On Jan. I S, 1872, John H. Thomson, New Bedford, Mass., had written to
USG. "presuming from your past & present, acts you desire the good & interest of the Nation & integrity in its officials 1, desire to bring to your notice an
irregalarity in the Custom's Dept of this City. viz there is attached to our Custom house in this City only one weigher gGuager & Inspector, and only one
Boarding officer. the office of Weigher &c is held by Geo. B. Richmond £sq
\\/ho has for the past two years Served & receivd his salary in full as Weigher
&c of the U. S: and at the same time has been elected & seved & recd his salary
as Mayor of our City. t his has been much to the detriment & neglect of his
duties as an U.S. official. . .."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received.
On Jan. 20 and Feb. 3, 187 s, Henry F. Heriot, collector ofcustoms, Georgetown, S. C., wrote to USG. "I beg to report, that I have been Collector at this
port for the last five years. My salary is $250-and the fees of office, as much
more, all of the emoluments of the office for the past year amounted to $548This does not afford a support for my family, and I was compelled to accept the
position of County Auditor, in the gin of Governor Moses, with a salary of
$ I 000-Your recent order requires me to give up one of the offices. I have
respectfully to ask, that you either put me on a footing with Deputy Post Masters, receiving salaries of $600-or have my salary as Collector increased, so
as to allow me to resign the State office. My position is a respoosible & honourable one, and should be held by a man of high character. I will merely state,
that the government was a good deal annoyed by my predecessor, on account
of smuggling being allowed. The Secretary & each of our representatives have
been written to."''... My record with the Republican Party is unexceptionable,
which causes me to be completely ostracised by the property holders, who art>
Democrats with one accord, this cuts me off from the successful practice of my
profession as a Physician. And the exultation has gone forth, that I am about
to come to grief. I have respectfully to ask, that you allow me to hold the two
offices, out of which l merely get a support, by special permit."-ALS, ibid.,
Collector ofCustoms Applications. On March 17, USG renominated Heriot as
collector. On Aug. 15, Heriot wrote to Fish requesting "a position abroad, in
the capacity, either of Minister or Consul. . .. I held the position at this post,
as Acting Asst. Surgeon U.S. A. Freedmans Bureau, for twenty eight months.
And have been Commissioner, or Manager of Election, ever since Reconstruction."-ALS, ibid., RG .59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
Heriot remained collector.
On Jan. 30, Mayor C. F. Moulton, Mobile, wrote to USG. "I have read your
proclaim[a]tion prohibiting Federal office holders-holding State or Municipal offices after the 4th of March next, and while I approve of the principles
enunciated in said proclaimation, [I] yet think there are some cases that ought
to be excepted-There are two cases here, that in my humble judgement
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ought to be made exceptions to the general rule. At the late municipal election
in this [c]ity, Mr Lou. H. Mayer U. S. Assessor for the [I]st Dist. of Alabama,
and Mr John H. Parker cashier, in the U. S. Depositary in Mobile, were elected
members of the Board of Aldermen. Since then Mr. Mayer has been [e]lected
President of the Board-and Mr. Parker, chairman of the finance com'tee. of
said Board. With one or two exceptions, these gentlemen are the only Republicans in the Board of Aldermen, having been elected on a 'Citizens' ticketShould they resign, it is quite certain no other Republicans could be elected to
fill their places. These two gentlemen are probably the ablest members now in
the Board of Aldermen, [a]nd are looked to by the Republicans of this city to
prevent any dass legislation that might be attempted against the colored
people. A seat in the Board of Aldermen is not regarded, strictly speaking, as
an (']office'-There is no pay or emolument attached to the place, and the
duties in no wise conflict with their duties, as Federal officials-the Board of
Aldermen only meeting once a week, and then, at 7 o'clock in the evening...."ALS, ibid., Miscelfaneous Letters.
On Feb. J 2, John Tyler, Jr., assessor oflnternal Revenue, Tallahassee, wrote
to USG. «l had the honor a few days since, to recommend the appointment of
the Hon E. G. Johnson of the State Senate of Florida, for the office of Collector ofCustoms at Fernandina, but neglected to say that, if appointed, he would,
in obedience to your Order in respect to State & Federal offices, at once resign
from the Senate. ..."-ALS, ibid., RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications.
No appointment followed. On Feb. 17, USG nominated Henry Hazen as collector of customs, Fernandina, Fla.
On Feb. 15, J.P. J. DeBeck, Cincinnati, wrote to USG. "Will you please inform [a] humble citizen whether or not your [re]cent orderrelative to Federal
office holders occupying other positions includes members of Educational
Boards? By so doing you will confer [a] favor upon many citizens ofour city"ALS, ibid., RG 69, Miscellaneous Letters.
On Sept 16, Ephraim Nash, Heathsville, Va., wrote to USG. "I beg leave to
call your attention and request the enforcement of the order isued by you bearing date _ _ prohibiting persons holding Federal Positions being candidates
for or holding civil offices (and which is a popular feature of your administration) in the case ofJohn S. Braxton who holds the position of register in Bankruptcy for the First Congressional District of Virginia and who is also now a
candidate for the State Senate for the 29th District The interest and success
of the Republican Party in this district demands the enforcement of said order
without delay We are having a very interesting canvass and one in which we
are very popeful afor success"-ALS, ibid., RG 60, Letters from the President.
On Nov. 20, Secretary ofthe Treasury William A. Richardson wrote to USG.
"1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of Mr. C. C. Duncan,
Shipping Commissioner at New York, referred by you to this Department, on
the 13th instant. Mr. Duncan requests permission to hold, in addition to his
present office, a commission (enclosed herewith) authorizing him under the
laws of the State of New York, to license sailors' boarding houses. You are in-
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formed, in r eply, that in my opjnion, officers like the Shipping Commissioner,
are not included within the terms of your proclamation of January l 7. I 87 3.
Mr. Duncan holds his appointment from a circuit Court of the United States,
which is empowered by the first section of the 'Act to authorize the appointment of Shipping Commissioners' &c. approved June 7. 1872-, to appoint such
officers, and to remove them. The question-whether there is any impropriety in Mr. Duncan's holding the two offices, is therefore one for the consideration of the Circuit Court at New York.''.-Copy, ibid., RG 56, Letters Sent to
the President. On March 23, 1869, Benjamin F. Tracy, U.S. attorney, Brooklyn,
had written to USG. "I am informed that Capt Charles C. Duncan of thls city
is an applicant for a position either as Assessor or as Collector of Internal
Revenue in New York or Brooklyn Capt Duncan is thoroughly honest and is
competent and well qualified for the position Few men are more widely or
more favorably known in New York or Brooklyn than Capt Duncan. l know of
none whose eminent fitness for the place would be more generally recognized
and admitted. In proof of this I beg to refer you to the numerous letters of recommendation on file in the Office of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue
Capt Duncan, although always a Republican does not belong to the 'Machine
politics' of our city and may not therefore be be strongly pressed by political
influence but he is not the less worthy for that reason I earnestly commend
bis application to your most favorable consideration"-Copy, Howard Papers,
MeB. See New Tork Times, March 31, 1898.
1873, JAN. 1'7. To Ambrose E. Burnside, The Arlington, Washington, D . C.
"If not otherwise engaged will not Mrs. Burnside and you come and dine with

us, socially, at 6 to morrow evening?"-ALS (facsimile), Edward Stern, Hisef the "Free Franki11g" ef Mail in t/ze United States (New York, 1986),
p. 189. On Jan. 18, Burnside wrote to USG concerning dinner arrangements.Kenneth W. Rendell, Inc., Catalogue 18 [1965], no. 29.

tory

1878, JAN. 17. Secretary of War William W. Belknap to USG. "J have the
honor to r eturn herewith a proposed Act to pay Mary Love $2.000 for carrying dispatches through the Confederate lines during the late war, with the information that the records ofthls Depart ment furnjsh no information respecting this claim."-LS (press), DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, SD 1870. Related
papers are ibid. See PUSG, 9, 466.
1873, JAN. 17. Orville E. Babcock to W. G. Van Cleef, Seneca Falls, N. Y
''The President desires me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
l sth inst. and the barrel of cider which you were good enough to send him. He
wishes me to convey to you his cordial thanks for the kind terms in which you
refer to him in your letter and for the cider which is very nice indeed.''- Copy.
DLC-USG, II, 1.
1873, JAN .. 17. U.S. Senator Arthur I. Boreman of West Va. to USG. "I take
great pleasure in handing you the enclosed papers and letters recommending
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Col. Thos B. Swann, of West Virginia, for such honorable and responsible position as it may be in your power to confer upon him. I endorse all that is said
therein as to his capacity, fitness, & high character & standing in society, and
to his activity as a member of the Republican party-and nothing would afford rue greater gratification, in a matter of this character, than to be able to
inform Col. Swann of his appointment by your Excelle'cy to such position"ALS, OFH. On July 7, 1874, Hedgeman Slack, U.S, marshal, and eight others,
Charleston, West Va., telegraphed to USG. "We learn from associated press
despatches that the Russian minster is vacant. we tl1erefore on behalf of the
Republicans of W. Va earnestly request your exce!Jency to appoint Col. T. B.
Swann the said position he is amply qualified that or any other office and his
appointment would be regarded as a compliment to West Virginia. Republicans and the South generally"-Telegram received, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On Jan. 10, 1876,
Thomas B. Swann, Charleston, wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish.
"Some days ago I sent a telegram to the President: saying 'I will be glad to have
the Mission to China if you think I ought to have it.' lfentirely pleasant to you,
will you ascertain of the President if he received the telegram, and advise
me?"-ALS, ibid. No appointment followed. Swann, who married Mary W.
Tompkins, a daughter of USG's Aunt Rachel, had served in the C.S. Army. See
PUSG, 2, 15; letter to Thomas 8 . Swann, Nov. 28, 1881.
187S, JAN. 18.

Christopher C. Andrews, U.S. minister, Stockholm, to USG.

·1 beg leave to inclose a translation I have made of a short article in the 'Dagblad' (leading daily newspaper of Sweden} of the 15th instant, showing a favorable and friendly view as to the economical character of your administra~
tion. The number for the previous day contained some remarks which I
thought would leave an incorrect and unfavorable impression on the minds of
people not well informed in the matter and I therefore sent a few statistics
to the editor who kindly used them in the article inclosed.''-ALS (press),
Andrews Papers, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
1875, JAN. 18. Edwin Greble, Philadelphia, to USG. "Presuming that you
might be pleased with reading the memoir of my deceased Son Lieutenant
Greble, who gave his life early in the conflict for the preservation of the Union,
a conflict in which you were so eminently successful, I send you the memoir,
which will be handed you by his classmate, my friend General Howard, My
sincere wishes for your health; may your office be as prosperous in peace as
you were victorious in war."-ADfS, PHi. On Jan. 27, Brig. Gen. Oliver 0.
Howard, Washington, D. C., wrote to Greble. "... I have a promise from the
President to send you a letter as soon as he can get the time. The letter you recd
from the Presidents asst. Sec. was simply a preliminary acknowledgemt. ..."LS (press), MeB. See Benson J. Lossing, Memoir ofLieut.-Col. John T. Greble,
oftlze United States Army (Philadelphia, 1870).
On Jan. 15, 1876, Sarah 8. French Greble, Philadelphia, wrote to USG.
"Personal. ... My Father-in-law (Mr Greble), and many friends have urged rue
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to write, to remind you of your promise, to give my son Edwin St John Greble
a cadetship for West Point for June of 1877.. .."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On Jan. 22, I 87 [ 6], Sarah Greble, Washington, D. C.,
again wrote to USG concerning her son. "... Will it be possible for you to give
him ao appointment? He was born at West Point June 24th 1869. His Father
fell at Great Bethel, his Grandfather Rev J. W French was f>rof & Chaplain at
W P. for nearly 15 yrs."-ALS (on White House stationery), ibid. Edwin
St. John Greble graduated USMA in 1881.
187S, JAN. 20. Thomas H. Coldwell, Shelbyville, Tenn., to USG. "I am an applicant for t he office of District Attorney General for the Middle District of
Tennessee, in place of the Hon H H Harrison, who has been elected to the 43rd
Congress of the United States. For my qualifications for the Office and my political action for the past 12 years-you are respectfully refered to the recommendations herewith filed."-ALS, OFH. On Feb. s, U.S. Senator William G.
Brownlow ofTenn. wrote to USG. "The bearer, Thomas H. Caldwell, has been
well known to me for twenty five years. His character for integrity is as high
as that of any man in Tennessee. During the four years l was Governor of
Tenn, he held, under my appointment, the office of Attorney General for the
State and Reporter of the Supreme Court Decisions. Mr. Caldwell has been an
active, working Republican, was on our Electoral ticket and is deservedly one
of the most influential and popular men of the party. He is an applicant for the
office of United States Dist. Atty for the Nashville or Middle Dist. of Tenn in
place of the present incumbent who has been elected to Congress. He is well
qualified for the place and, in all the relations oflife, a true man.~-ALS, NNP.
On Dec. 12, 1872, John Trimble, Nashville, had written to USG seeking the
office of U.S. attorney, Middle District, Tenn.-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records
Relating to Appointments. A related petition is ibid. No appointments followed. See PVSG, 20, 309-11.
1873, JAN. 20. James L. Orr, Anderson, S. C., to USG. "I beg leave respectfully to commend to your favourable consideration, the application of the honorable J. Duncan Allen for an appointment in the Postal Service or in the Custom house in Charleston. He is a native of So. Ca. was for many years state
Senator from the County of Barnwell, he has identified himself thoroughly &
unequivocally with the republican party. He was one of the wealthiest men in
this State, at the beginning of the war, having large planting interests in S. C.
and on Red River in Louisianna. His indebtedness & surety ship has swept off
his property & left him without any means for the support of him self & family He was at one time before the war a prominent candidate for Governor of
this State. Being a native and having enjoyed the confidence & esteem of our
people l beg to recommend that t here is a peculiar point & force in his application for office, and I cordially commend him to your favourable consideration."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. On June 20, 1872, Orville E. Babcock
had written to J. Duncan Allen, Aiken, S. C. "The President directs me to ac-
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knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant and say to you that it
is impossible to answer all the letters which be receives; that your letters however were r eceived and read. He wishes me to explain to you that he had nothing to do with your removal and desires me to convey to you his thanks for the
kind expressions towards him which are contained in your letter "- Copy,
DLC-USG,H, 1.
1873, JAN. 20. John Ridgely, Washington, D. C., to USG. "1 have the honor
to make application for the position of Military Storekeeper Ordinance Department, in the event of that Corps being opened to fill vacancies, Most respectfully calling attention to the briefrecord of a portion of my service in the
U States Army, with other papers, now in the hands of your Excellency would
revert to the fact that I am a brother of the late Henderson Ridgely 4th U S Infantry (old Army) killed in battle"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. On Jan. 22, Lewis Dent endorsed this letter t o USG.
"Doctor John Ridgely, who makes application in t he foregoing letter, was as
you may r emember for many years a Surgeon in the U. S. Army, and is a near
relative ofCol. Joseph B. Stewart, who performed such noble service, during the
last presidential canvass, in the interest of the Administration and who would
feel g reatly obliged by this appointment."- AES, ibid. Related papers are ibid.
No appointment followed.
187 S, JAN . .21. Annie Savery, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I most respectfuUy
ask an appointment abroad as Consul. I r eside at Des Moines, Iowa, and have
resided there for eig hteen years. My age is Thirty seven; health excellent, and
for moral character I refer to the accompanying testimony. I am willing to
meet such examination under the civil service rules, as may be demanded. Having travelled not a little in Europe- making myself somewhat familiar with
their institutions-and having knowledge of the French and German languages, I feel that l have the business cap acity, experience, and culture necessary, to fit me for the place. And-recurring to the pledge of the convention
held at Philadelphia in June last 'That in view of the obligation of the Party to
the loyal women of the land, they should be admitted to wider fields of usefulness, and their demands for additional rights should be treated with respeciful
consideration'. In view of this pledge therefore-and remembering that the
President has in this - as in all respects- shown an earnest disposition to bow
to, and carry out the will of the people, I have therefore less hesitation or embarrassment in asking a place in the Consular service, and would beg· to suggest Havre, or some equivalent plaoe. I think I can fill the position- one where
there is work and a fair compensation. lam at least wiUing to try."-ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Lett ers of Application and Recommendation. On March 8, Lizzie 8.
Read, Algona, Iowa, wrote to USG and others denouncing Savery.-ALS, ibid.
Related papers are ibid. On March 16, a correspondent reported from Washington, D. C. "The President recently informed Mrs. Savery of Iowa, who was
somewhat strongly backed by politicians in that State for appointment as Consul to one of the European ports, that he could not approve of t he idea of send-
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ing women abroad to represent thiit country, and that the duties of the office
could not be properly performed by one of her sex. She was also an applicant
for the positions of Commissioner of Agriculture and Commissioner of Indian
Affairs. There is little hope that she will be selected for any office under the
present Administration."-New York Tribune, March I 7, 1873. No appointment followed. See Louise R. Noun, Strong-Minded Wome11: The Emergence of
the Woman-Suffrage Movement in Iowa (Ames, Iowa, 1969), pp. 272-77.
On May 24, Francis M. Churchman, Indianapolis, wrote to U.S. Representative John Coburn of Ind. to ask if it would be "foolish" to recommend a
woman as consul.-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On May 29, Coburn, Indianapolis, forwarded this letter to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish.-ALS, ibid.
1875, JAN. 22. USG veto. "I herewith return to the House ofRepresentatives,
in which it originated, H. R. No. 680, entitled: 'An Act in relation to new trials in the Court of Claims, without my approval The object of the biU is to reduce from two years to six months, the time in which a new trial upon motion
of the United States may be granted in the Court of Claims. Great difficulties
are now experienced in contesting fraudulent and unjust claims against the
Government prosecuted in said court, and the effect of this bill, if it becomes a
law, will be to increase those difficulties...."-Copy, DNA, RG I 80, Messages
to Cong,ress. HED, 42-3- 112; SMD, 49-2-53, 884-85.
1878, JAN. 22. USG endorsement. "I think Mr. R's apt. to Ecuador might be
made when the place becoms vacant.''-AES, ONA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of Jan. 18 from U.S. Representative Samuel S. Burdett of Mo. et al. to USG, recommending for a diplomatic position Francis Rodman, ulong a resident of the State of Missouri and
for Su years our Secy of State."-LS (4 signatures), ibid. Related papers are
ibid. On June 9, Rodman, Washington, D . C., wrote to Secretary of State
Hamilton Fish. "ln reference to our conversation on Friday last I feel, as if (
ought to make an explanation , as I hope, that you have not misconstrued the
momentary emotion, which possessed me in listening to your decision relative
to my appointment, and that you do not regard the same as emanating from a
want of manliness. The blow came too sudden and unexpected, because my
friends as well, as myself, had reasons, to anticipate a different result in consequence of the kind promises of the President.. . ."-A.LS, ibid.
On April 7, U.S. Representative David A. Nunn of Tenn., Brownsville, had
written to USG. "I would most earnestly call your attention to the application
of Hon A A Freeman, of this state for the position of minister to Ecuador. I am
convinced that no better appointment could be made, ... The true reason 1 declined the appointmellt to Ecuador, so generously tendered me, was on account
of the continued indisposition of my family-my then wife being bitterly opposed to my going, and she being in bad health t had to decline. I hope however that this will have no influence in determining the application of Freeman, ..."-ALS, ibid. See PUSG, 20, S-4. Nunn and others also wrote to
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USG recommending as minister to Ecuador Alfred A. Freeman, "during the
War an uncompromising Union Man. in 1865 was elected to the Legislature.
the first Republican ever elected to that position from Haywood County. He
served in that body with distinguished ability making for himself a reputation
thr<;mought the State In I 870 he was the Republican Candidate for Judge,
and though defeated he carried his own County by the then unprescedented
majority of eight hundred votes. In 1871 he was again elected to the Legislature. he was the only Republican west of the Cumberland mountains elected
to this Legislature) it was in this Body that Mr F. vindicated the Presidents
Administrations, and his celebrated Ku Klux Speach made, for him a reputation that placed him among the leaders of the party in Tennessee. On the 20th
ofSept 1872. Mr F. was nominated by acclamation as the Republican candidate
for Governor and such was the efficiency of his canvass that he received nearly
four thousand more votes than any other Republican, except your Excellency,
had ever polled in Tennessee. Mr E is in the full sense of the term a self made
man. untill he left his Fathers roof at the age of 17 years he had never attended an entire Session of School. he has never received any aid from any
source. he has never asked or held an appointment in his life. never drank
a drop ofardent Spirits as a beveridge in his life and is moral and temperate in
all his habits. He is a Lawyer by profession ..."-DS (undated), DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On
Dec. 2, USG nominated Freeman as consul, Prague.
On Nov. 3, 1874, George W Childs, Anthony J. Drexel, Adolph E. Borie,
and George Cadwalader, Philadelphia, wrote and telegraphed to USG. "We
notice the reported death of the present Minister to Ecuador and we would respectfully and earnestly ask you to appoint Mr. Thomas Biddle to that position. You know Mr. Biddle's position, and valuable services to the country, and
we trust he may receive this appointment which he is so well calculated to fill
acceptably." "We have mailed you a letter asking Mr Thomas Biddle's appointment to the vacancy at Ecuador"-LS and telegram received (at 3:00
P.M.), ibid. On March 11, I 869, Thomas Biddle, Philadelphia, had written to
USG. "I have the honor respectfully to present this, my application, for appointment as Minister to one of the CoUJ1tries of South or Central America. I
am a member of the Philadelphia bar, and successfully practised law, when my
health required a milder winter climate. T was for some time acting Consul
General for British India, at Calcutta, & Singapore, Secretary of Legation, and
Charge des Affaires ad interim in Brazil, and United States Commissioner under the late Convention with Colombia. During the war 1 served as Lieutenant
Colonel of Volunteers until my regiment was mustered out. I wouJd respectfully allude to my efforts for the success of the Inter-Oceanic-Canal at Panama.
Under your guidance, with the co-operation of Captain Ammen of our Navy,
I initiated the treaty negotiations therefor. Warned of the manoeuvres of the
Emperor of the French to control this great undertakiug, I invoked your powerful aid, in the name of the vital interests ofour Country. This you generously
gave, and it secured the efficient action of the late Secretary of State, who
thereafter conducted the correspondence to its triumphant close. I trust that
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my record is good, and confidently refer to my fellow citizens in Philadelphia;
a recommendation from some of whom is hereto annexed. I understand that
the Mission to Ecuador is now vacant, but submit my application to your favorable consideration."-ALS, ibid. On Oct. 19, Capt. Daniel Ammen, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. ''I enclose a note just received from Col. Biddle
who leaves for St Augustine on account of his health; also a letter of Mr Borie
appreciating his excellent points. When Col. Biddle was here he alluded to perhaps an offer of a Consulate, and also that the position was deemed more important than might appear, and he regretted that the fact that the pay was insufficient for his maintainance would prevent its acceptance if offered. I have
too often spoken of his high qualities and ability to do more now than remind
you that so far as known to me you have no one available for a foreign mission
who would be more creditable or useful and especially if any change occur
without acting to the prejudice of any one, he could be thrown to act with Gen'!
Salgar of Colombia in relation to the Isthmus. A mere place although most
useful to Biddle under the circumstances, I am sure would not fulfill his desires,
which are to be useful and it seems to me he might prove particularly so, at that
point."-ALS, ibid. See PUSG, 16, 211-12. On Jan. 10, 1870, USG nominated
Biddle as consul- gen., Havana; on Dec. 6, 1871, USG nominated Biddle as
minister to Salvador. In Nov., 1873, U.S. Representatives William D. Kelley
and Charles O'Neill of Pa., Philadelphia, wrote to USG recommending Biddle,
who "was removed as Minister Resident to Salvador by the recent action of
Congress which consolidated the five Central American Missions.. . ."-LS,
DNA, RG 69, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Jan. 11, 1876,
USG nominated George Maney as minister to Ecuador; on Jan, JS, USG withdrew this nomination. On Jan. 22, USG nominated Biddle.
On May 27, John G. Brown, Montrose, N. Y., wrote to USG applying "for
the appt as Minister Resident at Ecuador, ,ww made vacant by the death of
Mr Biddle."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. On
Dec. 9, USG nominated Christian Wullweber as minister to Ecuador.
1873, JAN. 23. USG endorsement. ''Respectfully refered to the Sec. of War.
The nomination of J. S. Payne may be made for a Second Lieutcy of Cavalry."-AES, ONA, RG 94, ACP, Pl56 CB 1868. Written on a letter of Jan. 20
from U.S. Representative Horace Maynard of Tenn. et al, to USG. "The undersigned members of Congress would res-pectfully recommend that J. Scott
Payne of Tennessee be appointed a second Lieutenant in. the Army of tbe
United States."-DS ( 14 signatures), ibid. On Jan. 2, 1871, J. Scott Payne,
Knoxville, bad written to USG. "I have the honor to respectfully request a reconsideration of an application heretofore made by me for restoration to my
former rank as 1st Lieutenant 5th U. S. Cavalry; which position I resigned
Sep 12th 1868.''-ALS, ibid. Payne had resigned during a dispute with Maj.
Gen. George H. Thomas. On J uly 20, 1869, Payne, Columbia, Mo., had written at length to USG about his attempts at reinstatement.-ALS, ibid. See
HED, 42-2-167, 42-2-811. On Feb. 3, 1878, USG nominated Payne (USMA
1866) as 2nd It., 6th Cav.
·
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Ou Jan. 2[4], 1874, USG endorsed an unsigned, undated summary in Payne's
handwriting. "Refered to the Sec. of War. Briefin the case of Lt. J. Paine"AES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, PI56 CB 1868. On Feb. 18, Secretary of War
William W. Belknap wrote to Maynard. "The President having refer red to me
the claim of J. Scott Payne for his formei: date of rank in the Army, I have the
honor to inform you that Lieutenant Payne bases his claim to his former date
of commission in the Army upon the ground that it is illegal to accept a conditional resignation without granting the conditions-and therefore such acceptances-are null and void. This as an abstract question may be admitted... ."LS (press), ibid. On Dec. 7, USG nominated Payne as 1st lt., 5th Cav., to date
from May 23, 1867. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVIII, part 3, pp. 283-84; HRC,
1•3-1-523. See also ibid., 46-2- 196, 46- 2-1503; SED, 46-2- 202; SRC, 46-3866; US. Stat11tes at Large, XX.I, 639.
J 87S, JAN. 2S.
U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton of lnd. et al. to USG. " We, the
undersigned, mSenators and members of Congress from lndiana, recommend
Col. John W. Foster for the position of Minister to Mexico, believing him well
qualified, meritorious and deserving for military and political services, and
that his appointment would be satisfactory to the Republican party of lndiana"-DS (7 signatures), OFH. On Jan. 28., U.S. Representative John Coburn
of Ind. wrote to USG. "I wish to add my endorsement of Col John W. Foster of
Indiana late chairman of our Republican central Committee for a position as a
foreign minister to that of the Indiana members, and to join with them in asking his appointment. Col Foster's character for ability and integrity are a
sufficient guarantee for his faithful & efficient discharge of the duties of any
position abroad that may be assigned to him''- ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. See Hamilton Fish diary, Jan. 28, 1873,
DLC-Hamilton Fish. On March 14, USG nominated John W Foster as minister to Mexico.
On Feb. 15, Governor Ridgley C. Powers of Miss., Hiram R. Revels.
Miss. secretary of state, and Joseph Bennett, president , Miss. Senate, had written to USG. ''We most respectfully ask, if compatible with your views, the appointment of N. S. Reneau, of Batesville, Miss., as Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to Mexico. He was an Old Line Whig, and now a true
Republican, and no rebellious stain rests upon him. His intimate relations
with-and knowledge of-the people of Mexico, and his personal acquaintance with the President, Don Senor Lerdo, fully qualify him to be an efficient
representative of our Government in Mex.ico."-LS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. On Feb. 17, N. S. Reneau, Jackson, Miss.,
wrote to USG transmitting this petitjon. -ALS, ibid.

187S, .JAN. 25. Capt. James M. Robertson, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I
have the honor to submit~ for your personal consideration, the facts relating to
my promotion as Major of artillery, to date from February 5th 1867 ... [ have
now been in service nearly twenty four years, as a commissioned officer, and
find myself still a captain, only by regimental commission, at the age of fifty
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four years. This would be hard enough to bear, had I not suffered the injustice
of the unlawful promotion of my juniors over me; but having spent the best
years ofmy life in loyal service, and by its hardships and exposure greatly impaired my health, it seems to me that I should be unjust to myself, not now to
invoke justice, at your command, and ask the promotion my services entitle me
to receive, and that by law, is my right''-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, R845
CB 1868. Related papers are ibid., RG 288, Y2A-D1. On June 17, 1874, USG
signed a bill promoting Robertson to maj.-U.S. Statutes at Large, XVIII, part
S, p. 77. On March .2, 1885, Robertson, Plattsburg, N. Y, wrote to Frederick
Dent Grant, New York City. "Yours of the 26th Feb received. I am not sure
when or for what your father recommended me for promotion, but I t hink it
was after we entered the city of me'Xico-I became known to him soon after
our Army left Vera Cruz, he at that time being a 2nd Lieut & Acting Qr Mr &
A. C. S. of the 4th Inf-and I Quarter-master Sergt & Act-Comss-Sergtof the 2nd Arty-We met almost dailey during the march to the city of
Mexico, being always the first to arrive at any point where supplies were to be
obtained for our regiments. We soon be.came acquainted and much more familliar than is usual between officers and enlisted men I think the first fight in
which your father and I were together was at the Moleno del Rey on the 8th
Sept. 1847-Lieut Drumm 4th Arty. (killed on the 1 Sth in front of the citadel
of Mexico) had charge of two 6 pdr guns which had been equiped on horses on
the 7th came on the field soon after the fight commenced, his men and horses
being entirely green soon got into a complete tangle, being well instructed
in light artillery myself and seeing the trouble I ran to their assistance and was
soon joined, I think by your father, Capt Robert Anderson, T. P. Andrews,
Lieut Thorn & others-We ran the gun forward a few yards and partly under
cover of a wall within less than 200 yards of a Mexican battery of three guns
and opened fire, finding men enough to work this gun I left and with the assistance of other volunteers brought up the second gun and we soon drove the
enemy from their battery on the thrashing floor in front of the mill. Seeing
them run I drew my saber and led the charge so quickly that they had no time
to close the door and we followed them into the mill, passing into the court
yard I was met by a soldier who attempted to brain me with his gun, I warded
off the blow with my saber and before he could recover run him through the
body and passed on-In a few minutes with not over a dozen offices and as
many enlisted men we had entire possession of the milJ and over 200 prisoners-The next fight in which I was with your father was on the 18th of Sept.
In leading a charge at the head of our respective regiments we met by a church
just outside the Garita of San Cosme-Leaving our men under cover of a wall
we went to the roof of the church to reconnoiter, We soon decided that with
a mountain howitzer on the flat roof we could quickly clear the gate and the
roofs of the buildings beyond, Returning to Gen Worths Hd Qrs a few hundred yards in rear (by different routs) we obtained the gun & detachment, dismounting the gun and carriage we took it to the roof, your father and I each
carrying a wheel, after one or two shots your father left. I remained to direct
the fire, but few shots were fired before the enemy left and our men entered the

Calendar: J ANUAR Y 29, 1873

327

city-Having been ordered back to Tacubye to bring out the supply train I did
not see your father again until the next day after the fighting was over-From
the time of our entrance to the city until we left for home 1 was always treated
by your farther (as in fact by nearly all officers of the regular Army as an
cqual-"-ALS, USG s.
U.S. Senator Henry W. Corbett of Ore. to USG. "Being informed t hat Mr George Edes Collector ofCustoms for Alaska has resigned and
that Mr Isaac S Stewart recently appointed declines the position J respectfully
recommend the appointment of WilJje Chapman of Salem Oregon, Mr Edes
being from Oregon, and it being the only appointment of this nature ftlWl or of
a Consular nature outside, of our own State, I think it but just that an Oregonian should be appointed Mr Chapman was formerly Deputy Assessor or Collector ofinternal Revenue in our state, his appointment would give satisfactory
to many of our best people."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications. On .Jan. 27, USG nominated Wilie Chapman as collector of customs,
Alaska.

187S, JAN. 25.

1873, JAN. 29. USG note. "The Sec. of War may place the name of Jesse A.
Smith of Neb. on the list as supernumerary, next below those already named,
to appear for examination in the class of 78 at West Point-"-Copy, DNA,
RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Jesse A. Smith rud not attend USMA.
1873, JAN. 29. Orville E. Babcock to Postmaster Gen. John A. J. Creswell.
"The President directs me to say that he thinks it better not to nominate any
one to fill a vacancy which does not occur until after the 4th of March next, and
directs me to return the nomination for Natchez, which does not become vacant until next April."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, I. On March J 2, USG nom.inated as postmaster Robert H. Wood, the black former mayor of Natchez.
1873, JAN. 29. Judith Guy and 16 others, Fairmount, Ga., to USG. "We the
undersigned would humbly represent to your honour That we are the descendents of a once Powerful tribe of Indians that owned large tracts of Country
and was held in honour by our white Brothers But have dwindled down to a
small remnant ofCatawbas Indians and once held a small tract of Country Ten
miles Square on the Catawba River in North and S Carolina which by treaty
was to be a perpetual home for us which we was not allowed to sell Our lands
was good and very productive And our white Brothers soon found a way to dispossess us They got our Lands on a Lease of Ninety Nine Years and we were
drove out Our lands are gone our Nation lost and what few that is left have
either joined themselves to the Cherokees Or are wandering at large over the
world There is a few of us in North Carolina Tennessee and Georgia that
wish to go to the great West and there attach our selves to some of the friendly
Tribes We are willing to loose our tribal relations in order to get a settled
home among tbem And we do most earnestly pray that your Excellency would
take some intrest for us and grant us a permit to go to the west and give us
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transportation by publick conveyance or other wise as would best suit your
views We have lived all our lives among the whites speaking their Language
following the persuits of Farming and Husbandry We are very poor and destitute but good and Loyal Republicans to a man and warm supporters of your
reelection and hail it as an omen of good for us Will your Excellence please
here our humble petition and do the best you can for us and in conclusion we
will ever pray that you may long enjoy all the rights and blessings of Civil
and Religious Liberty Our Grand Fathers fought for the Whites in the
Revolutionary War William Guy of Granville County NC and Simon Jeffers
of Virginia We have been told that their names are on the Muster Rolls in
the War Department We subscribe our humble names to this pettion"DS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Miscellaneous. See Douglas Summers
Brown, The Catawba Indians: The People ofthe River (Columbia, S. C., 1 966),
pp. .<.181-82.
1873, JAN. so. Secretary of the Treasury George S. Boutwell to USG. ''I have
the honor to suggest for your approval, the appointment of the following
gentlemen as Special Commissioners for the Annual Assay at the mint of the
United States at Philadelphia, on the 10th day of February next, in accordance
witl1 the 2Srd Section of the Act of January, l 8S7, Viz: F. A. P. Barnard, President Columbia College, New York, Prof. John Torrey, U. S. Assay Office, New
York. Prof. W P. Blake, New Haven, Conn. Prof. F. A. Walker, New Haven,
Conn. Prof. R. W Raymond, New York. Prof. R. E. Rogers Philadelphia. Hon.
H. R. Linderman Philadelphia. .J. G. Fell, Esq. Philadelphia. Hon. Jno. Jay
Knox, Comptroller of the Currency. Hon. J.E. Hilgard, Ass't. Supt. U.S. Coast
Survey."-Copy (tabular material expanded), DNA, RG 104, Letters Sent to
Mint Directors. On the same day, USG approved this list.-Copy, ibid. On
Feb. 8, Boutwell wrote to USG recommending Fairman Rogers of Philadelphia to replace John Torrey, who declined the appointment-Copy, ibid. On
the same day, USG approved this recommendation.-Copy, ibid. On.Jan. 26,
1872, USG had favorably endorsed Boutwell's recommendation that Joseph
Henry, George H. Stuart, and others serve as special commissioners for the
annual assay.-Copy, ibid. See US. Statutes at Large, XVII, 424- S6; HED, 431-2, 463-SS.

187.'J, JAN. so. Spencer B. Driggs, Washington, D. C., to USG warning that
Jay Gould might infriJlge upon federal property at Sandy Hook, N. J.-ALS,
DNA, RG 77, Letters Received, Sandy Hook, N. J. On Jan. 28, Driggs had
written to Secretary of War William W. Belknap. "During the past year, I have
given much thought to devising some plan in accordance with which SandyHook at the entrance of New York harbor, might at the same time be fortified
and improved-and the rights of the United States to the entire body of land
covered by the grants from the original proprietors, secured beyond the possibility of reversion-: . .''-LS, ibid. See HED, 41-2-166; Julius Grodinsky,
Jay Gould: His Business Career 1867-1892 (Philadelphia, 1957), pp. 11 8-20.
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.Tames G. Hankerson, Jr., "& others,'" Springfield, Mass., to
USG. "Mr President hopeing you will pardon me for my boldness and altho
feeling that 1 atu but a common mechanic but at the Same time feeling that I
have ser ved the Government faithfuly for the past Eleven years [n makeing
guns here in the National armory that you will for a moment look to this Epistle Since last may we have had compearitively Speaking little or nothing to
do and associated with me are a great many young men say frome 25 to 40
years of age who have Spent thiere time in the employ of the Government recieveing such renumeration as the officers of the Post designated to us in our
several capacitys now I believe that as a class we can after a strict examination can be compared 2ond to none in the country moraly or otherwise living
frugally & contented but Mr President Since last May work has been short &
this winter has been verry dull & the times are hard Indeed, and I have simply
but this request to make that your Honor will have the kindness to request the
Secretary of war to give a Small order to this post that we may by honest toil
obtain bread for our familys we that are here have great Respect for
Col J G Benton who is Commander at this post he allways seems to have a
cheering word for all & I have been Informed that he wrote the athorities at
washington for Something for the men to do for this winter last fall, but
Mr President he cannot know the suffering that is amongst us I cannot go to
him and Say that I have nothing to eate or my family are sufering for this or
that or that I cant find employment you of course can but know that we
young men with familys & worked for government in ce.r taio shops all our lives
on certain kinds of work are verry Ill prepared to obtain work at any thing Else
to maintain our familys, at the present time thare is a Commission here and
have been here since last September examining Guns so as to adopt one and of
course it will take some time yet for then to finish there experiments and make
thire Report to congress or the secretary of war and it is 3 long months yet before Spring will open and I can but think that you will prevail on his Honor the
Secretary of War to give us a Small order if it was not more than 8 or 10
thousand Guns or Swords it would relieve a great deal of distress unknown to
the officers of this post or the athorities at Washington here in this city there
are but few shops and those on a Small Scale not able to furnish employment,
to but a verry few, here in t he Water shop part of the armory whare in dull
times before there wer usually 70 to a hundred men I think at Present are but
J6 or 20 and most of them are Watchmen we have made in the Past 6 months
some officers swords which compared with other manufactories stood ahead in
workmenship and not costing but a little over half what the Government has
had to Pay Private firms if we could be allowed t o make a few thousand of
them if needed it would be placeing food in the moths of the needy and our
prayers daily for t he blessing of God to Rest upon the President of our nation
. . . P S should be pleased to here frome you & to know if may look for any help
in work at this inclement season of the year"-ALS, DNA, RG 156, Letters
Received. On Feb. It, Secretary of War William W. Belknap wrote to Hankerson "that it is not in the power of the Executive to accede to your wishes, as the
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law forbids the use of the present appropriation until a gun shall be adopted for
the service, .. .''-LS (press), ibid.
1873, JAN. s 1. Bishop Matthew Simpson, Pl1iladelphia, to USG. ''.Rev G. F.
Kettell was formerly Consul at Carlsruhe and as I learn discharged his duties
very acceptably to the Govt and returned on account of illness of his wife. He
is now informed there will probably be a vacancy at the same place, and would
be pleased to return He is a gentleman of high culture, of varied learning, of
unquestioned integrity and fidelity, and wd honor any such position if bestowed upon him, And bis experience, as known to tbe Department wd render
him an efficient officer. His appt wd be regarded favorably by many friends, as
well as by, myself."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. See New York
Times, March 20, 1885.
1875, JAN. Thomas D. Sedgwick, Louisville, to USG. ·•1 have the honor to apply for an appointment as 2nd Lieutenant in the U. S. Army. During the last
war I served Six years and more in the Volunteer forces. First as Colonel 2nd
Ky Vol Infantry, in Western Virginia, 1861, in the campaigns under GeneraJ's
Rosencrans and Cox, then in the West under General's Buell and Rosencrans,
participating in the battles of Shiloh, Bridge Creek., around Corinth, Stone
River Perryville, Chickamauga, ect: ect: After the battle of Lookout Mountain was ordered to Ky on duty and there enlisted and organized the Colored
Troops in that State, was mustered out, at expiration of term of enlistment, as
Colonel 2nd Ky Vol Inf, and mustered in as Colonel l 14th U.S. C. Troops, one
of the regiments I raised, served in the Army of the James until after the occupation of Richmond, and then, until mustered out of service, on the Rio
Grande, Texas. l was in command of either a Brigade or Division during the
greater part of my service, and as regards my qualifications for the position
asked can refer to any Officer under whom l ever served.''-ALS, DNA, RG
94. ACP, 37 15 1873. No appointment followed. See PUSG, 16, 385-86; New
York Times, April 27, 1879.
187.'l, JAN. Joanna W. Turner, Portage, Wis., to USG. "Will you kindly endorse rny petition for Pension, presented by Senator Carpentar r have taken
the liberty to ask this favor in memory of our former friendship & as a Commanding officer of my late husband Col W. D. Turn[er] I beleive 110 one
knows better, the circumstances of my husbands services in the late war, as
he was detailed by you, at Fort Henry and constantly connected with your
army, until your leaving for Washington; And that I myself did all I could
both with Private means and otherwise to assit in providing for the sick and
wounded of the North West Army I desire my warmest congratulations to
you and Mrs Grant on your re-election and which all those connected with the
old army so justly feel proud of."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div.,
Letters Received. USG provided an undated testimonial concerning Turner.
"Mrs. Turner, whose husband, now deceased, was a volunteer surgeon within
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my command during the first years of the rebellion, gave her time and services
most efficiently in nursing and caring for the sick and wounded soldiers."SRC, 51- 1-250; HRC, 51-1-1092. After repeated efforts, legislation increasing Turner's pension passed in 1890. See PUSG, 5, 10.'I; US. Statutes at Large,

XXVl, 1112.
1873, FEB. l. USG endorsement. ''If not nomination has been made to fill the
vacancy at Stettin I have no objection to waiving the objection of the applicant
being a Prussian the applicant having resided in this country for nearly thirty
years."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
Written on an undated letter from U.S. Representative J. Allen Barber of
Wis. et al. to USG. "We respectfully recomend the appointment of Capt. Otto
Leisring as Consul at Stettin in Prussia-Germany lle has a good milatary
record having served as a Capt. in the 9th Regt. Wis. Vol. Comp. G. for s years
and afterwards in Co. G.-20-Regt. U. S. Colored Infantry-He was disabled during the war so that he is unable to endure severe bodily e.xercise-He
was born and educated at Halle Germany-is respectably connected in that
Country-a Brother being now Judge-and another-now deceased was also
Judge of one of the nigher Courts- He speaks and writes with correctness the
English language-has resided in America since 1846-and untif the breaking out of the war in Wisconsin-He is well acquainted with the whole 'North
West' whither most Germans immigrate and we beleive his appointment would
promote immigration-and the best interests of our Country and of out German fel1ow citizeps-"-LS (7 signatures), ibid. No appointment followed.
Otto Leissring later worked as a laborer in the Treasury Dept.
On Feb. 8, 1878, Julius R. Golding, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "I
have the honor to inform you that I have made application at the State Department for the place of U. S. Consul at Stettin, Prussia. I have filed at the
State Department indorsements by Governor Cooke of the District of Columbia and General Negley, M. C. from Pennsylvania. I enclose to you an indorsement from Judge Lawrence, member elect from the 8th Ohio District. I served
in the Stl1 U. S. Cavalry during the entire rebellion and was wounded three
times 1 am a German by birth and early education and am a graduate of Yale
College. The place is not very desirable. It pays only one thousand dollars and
'in the last seven or eight years no less than four Consuls there resigned. Hoping your favorable consideration ..."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No
appointment followed.
On Feb. 28, George A. T hompson, Phoenix, Md., wrote to Secretary of
State Hamilton Fish. "I respectfully solicit an appointment as United States
Consul; to fill the vacancy now existing at Stettin Prussia. Having received a
col1egiate education at Lafayette College, I feel myself fully qualified to fill the
position. My own loyalty to the Republican party from the time -it ongi-nated to
the present time; as well as that of myfather ( who lost nearly all his practiceby !lis unswerving loyalty-it being among Slave holders) form the basis
upon which I present this application. Hoping that it may meet with your
approbation."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. Thompson also wrote to
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USG requesting appointment as 2nd lt.-ALS (undated), ibid., RG 94, ACP.
3340 I 873. On March I 7, 187S, USG nominated Thompson as consul, Stettin.
I 87S, FEB. I. Green A. Amason, Riceboro, Liberty County, Ga., to USG. "As
one of your constituants I address you on a subject of vital Interest to the Republican Party ofour country. At the Election last fall for our State officers and
Represented in Legislators, the Republican ticket Elected Mr. Wm, A. Golding,
of this county for Representative fairly and openly. then numbers of the
Democrat Party said never should take his seat. he went there when the Legislator; met; and was denied his seat. then at Presidential Elect.ion, the Justice of the Peace failed to appear and open the Polls. then I got Mr Golding
and others to aid me and I opened the Polls in this place amid Hisses of defiance. I did all I could for the Republican Party, and we were successful. also
in the Election of county officers on New years day I G. A. Amason, was
Elected for Tax Collector of this county for the next term and the Democratic
Party are contending against me and h.ave spoken urging the Govenor of this
State to give the commissions to the former officers and say it were an Illegal
Election, &c-There are various reasons why they the Democrats do not want
those offices to change hands, 1st In the Legislators they do not want the colored people to have any schools, and in the Tax departmen[t) they say the U.S.
Freed their Slaves and now they will not pay taxes on land they cant force labor on, consequently there are Thousands of Acres ofland in this section of
Georgia, from Savannah to Florida along the coast that will yeild 40 & to 60
Bushels Rice pr Acre and 4 to 5 hundred lbs of lint cotton pr Acre and from 20
to 60 Bushels corn pr Acre. this land used to be taxed at from 4 to JO dollars
Acre now it is given in from one dollar down to 20 cts pr Acre. and still they
ask from S to 6 & 8 dollars pr Acre to sell jt, Is this a Fraud, if so it ought to
bee corrected. the colored People need schools, and we that were Elected
need our commissions. can we get any aid from your Department; Please let
us know. I am a Free Born Georgian a true Unfo11 man:"-ALS, DNA, RG 60,
Letters from the President.
Ou Feb. 3, H. W Marshall, Savannah, wrote to USG. "we the freeman of
said state of georgia we pray you to look in to this matter and al so for Justice
and See if you think it is Right for we to pay tax for Gove J M Smith to buy
armes for the Rebels all through the state buying up Muskets bayonets for the
Rebels out of our tax and when we donot pay know tax they Say we do not pay
know tax and they can Surport know for us now we all pay our tax and they
Schools they establish it de~ will not obtain not one third of the colord children have know Justice here in the city know State when goes to vote the democrats have fuj persession of ballots to handle and count So they take most all
of our tickets and dissttroy them Enough t o let theirs count Ahead tf and they
arm all the polic with muskets bayonets fully Equipped like war and these army
they make up all So fully Equipped to back the polic Some on horses with
Sword go out on the Road to prevent the paople from comeing in hail them
wants where they was going and on the Election the Mayor give orders that no
women no children is to come near the place he had all the polic their surround
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the plac fully Equipped like war through his consents had all to back the polic
011 us he did want the women and children to be near So they could A full
chance at us and did nothing atall to defend ourselves with this was the way
they done at the govonor & ~ Legislators Election on that at half pass ten
oclock we were ban out from voteing and when tney prevent us from voteing
pursue the polic was to fire then the others was come up and Back the polic on
us they all fully Equipped and we had nothing to defend ourselves with bare
handed N bradley and Son the Keepers of the hotel Screven house furnish fet#te ke!tt t he meals for the Rest of these men So that they may be their Ready
at all times was the way and the plan they had arrang So that day from half pass
ten all through the State we were not arloud to cast A vote if had attemped to
was to fire on us and did not to defend ourselves with we pray to look over these
and See if it is any J uctice in it"- ALS, ibid.
1873, F EB. l. Margaret J. Lovell, Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory, to
USG. "ln reading over your kind letter to me dated May 17th '72'-'you say if
your second Son is too old for WP have him make application for position in
the army-from this I am encouraged; through advice from all his Fathers
friends-old regular officers to earnestly solicit you to appoint him in the
army to take effect after the next graduating class-for l know from his disposition that he will not get through WP for he has had very limited opportunities of education-I ask this Genl Grant for his Fathers memory and faithful services and as a support to his Son-This Boy has always been brought up
in the army and is not satisfied any where else and I would beg of you this favor
and appoint hjm in one of the Cavalry regiments if possible- Geo I Sturgis advises me to ask this ofyou and says he will seer or write you about it-We have
no home, at present I am here with my Son whom you so kindly appointed
last year to his Fathers old Regt and for that kind deed you have the blessing
of the widow & orphan of as true & faithful a soldier as ever served-Gen!
Grant you are a Par~nt and know a Parents feelings.-this child fo, whom l
plead with you for an appointment in the army as an officer; is my favorite child
and so much attached to the army that he enlisted in the 7th Cavalry as 'Bugler' last year-Gen] Sturgis Regiment; it almost kills me to have him there in
that capacity when his Fathers services ought to entitle him to an officers position-You have very kindly given him an appointment to WP in ' 73' but we all
who know him best think he would do better to be appointed-. .. Genl Smith
says he would interest himself too for Arnold H. Lovell with you to obtain this
appointment . .. "- ALS, DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War
Dept. On March 7, Aprils, J une 16 (2), Aug. 10, and Sept. 15, Lovell aga:in
wrote to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibid. No appointment followed. On
Dec. 2, 1872, USG had nominated Robert A. Lovell, brother of Arnold H., as
2nd It., to date from July 27. See PUSG, 16, 520.
On Nov. 11, I 874, Margaret Lovell, Fort Cameron, Utah Territory, wrote
to USG. '1 have the honor to lay before you my petition for 'permanet increase
of Pension' ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. See
SRC, 45- 2 - 506; HRC, 45- 2 - 5:H,, 52-1-1566. On Oct. 20, [1875J, Lovell wrote
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to USG after the death of the post trader, Fort Cameron. "... I a widow of an
Qtficer-to whom in my opinion those openings under Govt ought to be given
if they desire them have applied twice for the place as a means only of educating 111,y three young children-having your promise that you would assist me
any way in your power I respectfully solicit at your hands, the appt of Post
Trader here in Mr Bealls place .. :~-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 760 CB 1866.
1873, FEB. 3. To Rear Admiral John L. Worden, superintendent, U.S. Naval
Academy. "It affords me much pleasure to introduce to you Mrs Canfield who
visits Annapolis with her son whom I intend to appoint to a Cadetship."Copy, DLC-USG, II, I. On June 20, 1872, Orville E. Babcock had written to
S. A. Martha Canfield, Racine College, Racine, Wis. "The President directs me
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th inst. and say that he remembers you very well and your services to the sick and wounded after your
husband was killed. He wishes me to say that it is impossible to give you such
a position as you ask but if you desire it, he will give all the influence he may
have with the Administration in 1873 to appoint your youngest son to the
Naval Acaderny:"-Copy, ibid. On Dec. 31, Babcock wrote to Canfield, Steubenville, Ohio. "The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter of the 26th inst. and in reply, say that he will certainly appoint your son to
a naval cadetship if you consider it desirable for him to have it.''-Copy, ibid.
William C. Canfield graduated U.S. Naval Academy in 1878. See PUSG, 7,322.
1873, FEB. 4. Secretary of the Treasury George S. Boutwell to USG. "I have
the honor to return herewith H. R. 2903 'An act for the relief of James F. Casey,
Collector of the port of New Orleans' and inform you that I know ofno objections to its receiving your approval."-Copy, DNA, RG 56, Letters Sent. This
bill settled accounts involving pay to staff not properly sworn. See CG, 42-2,
/1845, 42-3, 963; US. Statutes at Large, XVII, 722-23.
1873, FEB. 5. Secretary of War William W Belknap to USG. "I have the
honor to return the Act (H. R. 861) 'directing the payment to Robt. McKee of
pay, allowances and bounty now withheld from him,' and to report that it appears from the records of the Adjutant General's office, that Robert McKee was
enrolled Aug. 80, I 864, and mustered into service Sept. 17, I 864 as Private
Company "F," 43d Wisconsin Volunteers to serve one year; was sent to hospital Dec. I B, I 864, and disc barged June 2d, 1865, on surgeons certificate of disability, by reason of Incipient Phthesis Pulmonalis, existing prior to enlistmenL
He was discharged without pay or allowances under paragraph I 371, revised
Army Regulations of 1863, by reason offraudulent enlistment."- Copy, DNA,
RG 107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs. See SRC, 42-3-276; US. Statutes at
Large, XVII, 728-29.
1873, FEB. 5. Enoch Cox, Gladesborougb, Carroll County, Va., to USG.", .. I
Was a Soldier in the 7th Ridgement WVa Calvery Co E Colonel Oleys r idge-
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ment I was wounded in an Engagement with Enemey in fayette Co WVa on
22th day of Oct 1864 shot rite through the rite knee joint was sent to the hospital where I lay 7 months without being able to t urn myself in bead and was
given up to dye By the surgens in charge though after suffering so long 1 recovered so as to go on crutches to Be a criple all my life my knee is stiff and
crucked and my thye and leg perished away all to skin and Bones my object
in writeing to you is to get< try to get assistance to go to nebraska and locate
my homestead I have no land here and want to go and locate in ttelm1lta nebraska soon in the spring But I am so poor I cannot raise the money to bear my
exspences thare or to Bild a cabin after I get thare and I ask you and your Cabanet to help me to go the favor I ask would not l impoverish any of you while
it would put me in away to gain an honest liveing this country is Very poor
and I am not able to labor so I caint make a liveing here being sorrounded By
cukluks who would if they could murder ever union soldier I am young yet
was only 19 years of age when I was wounded T have a young wife and two
little childern who is not able to do hard labor I. hate to ask this favor But it
is the onley wit way I could studey out to go to locate my claim ... -ALS,
DNA, RG •t-8, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
0

1873, [Feb. 6] . USG speech. ''It gives me pleasure to visit Delaware, and particularly Wilmington, the chief commercial city of the State, especially as the
invitation to do so is not partisan, as I am assured it is not. Tt will also afford
me great pleasure to visit your industrial establishments, and to accept the
hospitalities of your people."-New York Times, Feb. 7, 187S.
187S, FEB. 8. To House of Representatives. "ln answer to the Resolution of
the House of Representatives of the 29th of January requesting information in
relation to the case of Bernhard Bernstein, I transmit herewith a report from
the Secretary of State upon that subject, with accompanying documents"Copy, DNA, RG lSO, Messages to Congress; ibid., RG 59, Reports to the President and Congress. HED, 42-S-197. On t he same day, Secretary of State
Hamilton Fish had written to USG transmitting papers of a naturalized
U.S. citizen concerning his claim of illegal arrest and imprisonment in Russia.-Copy, DNA, RG 59, Reports to the President and Congress.

David Boaz to USG. "Your petitioner-David Boaz a citizen of
Tarrant County, in the State ofTexas, would respectfully show to your Excellency That he has been arrested by the United States Marshall for the Western District of Texas, upon a warrant issued from the Circuit Court of said
District upon two indictments in said Court against him, your petitioner,
charging him with, in fine, being a member of the Ku Klux Klan or some other
like organization, and with violation of the eEnforcement act A copy of each
ofsaid indictments your petitioner, herewith respectfully presents to your Excellency. Your petitioner would humbly and respectfully request Your Excellency's mercy and that Your Excellency grant him a free pardon in the prem-
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ises for the following reasons-1st Your petitioner avows his utter and entire
innocence of the charges in said indictments. .2nd The charges in said indictments show that the offences are alleged to have been committed long before
the passage of the Law prohibiting such organizations, and even though your
petitioner were guilty at the times charged, which he avers he is not, his punishment for the same would be unjust and illegal srd Your petitioner is, and
has always been, a peaceable, law abiding, and industrious citizen, and hereto
appends cert ificates ofOfficers·ofthe United States, who have long known him,
together with certificates of divers other good and prominent citizens to the
effect that the representations herein contained are true. 4th These indictments were found by the Grand JuTy, upon the evidence of persons who are
wholly unworthy of credence, and who were instigated in giving said evidence
by wicked and unworthy motives. 5th He transmits herewith to your Excellency a certificate from one Bob Rawlins, against whom, the crimes are alleged
in said indictments to have been committed stating and certifying the fact that
the charges in said indictments are wholly unfounded, and that he has never
suffered any violence at the hands of petitioner or any other person, as alleged
in said indictments. 6th Your petitioner is a a poor man-and a man of family,
wife and children to support, and it would be so very expensive and burdensome on your petitioner to be compelled to go to Tyler to the U. S Court, a distance of been soo & 400 miles from where he resides, that it would well nigh
ruin him, especially as there seems to be no probability that he will obtain a
speedy trial Your petitioner would here state that he was in the State of
Kansas at the time these indicnnents were found and upon hearing of the same,
that he immediately returned to this State and gave himself up to the proper
authorities Wherefore in view of the above and foregoing premises and of
the documents he transmits herewith he humbly prays Your Excellency to
grant him a speedy and full pardon in the premises as in duty bound he will
ever pray."-DS, DNA, RG 60, Letters Received, Tex. Robert Rawlins endorsed this petition. "I Bob Rawlins free man of color a citizen ofTarrant Co
herby certify, that David Boaz who is accused of attempting to injure & oppress me &c in two indictments which have been read to me, is not guilty as
charged in said indictment, but has always been a Good Friend to me & has
never injured me in any manner. this l state volenterily & for the purpose of
doing Mr Boaz justice"-ES (by mark, undated), ibid. Related papers are ibid.
On April 10, Andrew J. Evans, U.S. attorney, Western District, Tex., Waco,
wrote to Attorney Gen. George H. Williams. ''. . . As to the third grounds I can
say it is untrue, he is a vile slanderer of the Government and a Texas thug and
cut-throat. As to the fourth, it is simply false. As to the fifth, I suppose he has
intimidated the man Rawlins (a poor colored man whom he whipped and whose
wife an old woman he whipped on the bare back), and has thus committed additional crime. As to the sixth I hope he is a poor man, for then his ability to
violate the law will be circumscribed. There was a band of these men in Tarrant
county in 1870 and 1871, and t his man Boaz was the leader, they committed
high handed lawless acts, and l hope that no clemency will be shown them, at
least until conviction. I return the papers forwarded me in this."-LS, ibid.
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187$, FEJJ. 9. William Halpin, Mazatlan, to USG. "Except in the State of
California little is known by the People of the United States in relation to the
Western or Pacific States of Mexico. But ever since the discovery of Gold in
California, a continually increaseing emigration and traffic have existed between t he two Countries, the emigration from California to Mexico by Americans was at its greatest height from the years 1861 to 1865, after the discovery of the Silver Mines in the State of Nevada, this Emigration was encouraged
by the Liberal Laws passed under the Administration ofGovernor Placido Vega
then Governor of the State of Sinaloa. Americans arriveing at that period in
the States of Sinaloa, Sonora, Chijauja, and Jalisco were tolerably well protected in their Lives and properties, particularly in the State of Sinaloa, up to
the time of the evacuation of the French troops from the Country. But immediately after the death of Maximillian and departure of the French, a marked
and decided change of treatment towards American Citizens took place, from
all classes of the Mexicans particularly by the Jaurez par ty and officials, this
course of treatment growing worse up to the present day when the Lile of an
American is now more unsafe in those states, but more particularly in the State
ofSinaloa than among the Apaches of the adjoining territory of Arizona... .''ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.

I 873, FEB. IO. Adam Badeau, consul gen., London, to USG. "l have the honor
to state that I have recently had some reason to suppose that the name of the
Hon Benj. Moran, now Secretary of Legation at London, would be presented
to the consideration of t he Government, in connection with the position of
Minister Resident, or Minister Plenipotentiary at some European Court; and
Tbeg to say a word on the matter; which is entirely without the knowJedge or
solicitation or suggestion of Mr. Moran. My acquaintance with diplomatic and
political life and society both in Washington and London, my knowledge of the
careers of several American Ministers in London, and my intimate personal
and official intercourse with Mr. Moran for nearly four years, enable me to say
that if he should be appointed to a higher post in the diplomatic service than
tl1at he now holds, a faithful and devoted public officer would receive a mer ited
reward; and that it would be difficult to find an American representative better
fitted by his experience of diplomatic routine, his knowledge of diplomatic history. his thorough national feeling, his wide European and American acquaintance and his personal qualities, of capacity integrity, and urbanity, to reflect
credit on t he administration, and to prove acceptable to the Government to
which he might be accredited."-ALS, Babcock Papers, ICN; (press) NjR. On
the same day, Badeau wrote to Orville E. Babcock. "Will you please read the
enclosed and lay it before the President. ..."-AL (initialed), ICN. On June 22,
1874, USG nominated Benjamin Moran as srd asst. secretary of state; on Dec.
9, USG nominated Moran as minister to Portugal.
1873, FEB. 10. John McDonald, Upper Sandusky, Ohio, to USG. "I ask a pon
the impotant qestant a bout The slaves in 'fexes I must in form you of ther
limted condition Mr Preasident I want to know wether it is rite kill those
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poor Colard people as the do in Texes t he have a partey that the call t he cucluck party and the all join to gether and the hire these blackes to worke fore
them and when the have finished the worke and the ask them fore ther pay the
cluclucks goes and drages both min and women and burn ther house in to ashes
and kill them and if the make any atemps to moove a way this grate partey goes
and drive them back a pon the same farm a gane I want to know Mr Preasident or not I thougt this wer a free demistration Mr Preasident I prevail
a pon you to take charg a pon those sotherns so that the may stop a killen those
blacks and if the wont sop I say seJI ther farms from under them and keep a
standing armee of soaldiers this is not slave demistration those Colard
peopl have feeling as well as those slave holders and if any man makes a speech
if the sepeech are democratit it is all rite and if but if it is a republican the are
driven a way or mobed or dilled on the spot Mr preident I prevail on you to
helpe thes poor blackes if you please you know Mr President those poor
people cant help help them selves or the would not live thare and let them old
slave hoders do as bad as the do I have bin in texes and seen fore_ my self
Mr President as the fore years you have bin in you have done well ( think we
never live under a better demistration and I am in hopes you may git a long as
well this demistration I have a regard fore you and r have a regard fore those
poor blcks all so and as you ar e chief command and prevail on you to do some
thing fore them and allow them to moove as any other person the may teU
you many thinges but go and see fore your self Mr preasident no more
yours truly hopen to heare from you soon"-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
187S, FEB. I l. USG endorsement. "The reservation at Fort Abraham Lincoln, as described in the accompanying plat and notes, approved by the Secretary of War, is made for military purposes, and the Secretary of the Interiot
will cause the same to be noted in the General Land office, to be reserved as a
military post."- Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs.
1873, FEB. 11. H. C. Alleman, P hiladelphia, to USG. "You will probably recollect the subject of my interview with you in November last, when you very
kindly, and very generously, stated your desire that I should have a judicial appointment; and requested me to call your attention to the matter sometime
during February, as t here would probably be several Territorial Judgships vacant by March! .. ."-ALS, DNA, RO 60, Applications and Recommendations.
On April 15, USG suspended L ewis C. Rockwell as U.S. attorney, Colorado
Territory, and appointed Alleman.-Copies, ibid., RG 59, General Records;
ibid., Letters of Suspension. On May 13, Attorney Oen. George H. Williams
wrote to U.S. Delegate Jerome B. Chaffee of Colorado Territory, Denver.
"Your letter of the 27th ultimo is received. I presented our telegraphic correspondence and a statement of the facts as I understood them in reference to the
case of Mr. Rockwell, and the President directed me to appoint Mr. Alleman in
the place of Mr. Rockwell. .. ."-Copy, ibid., RG 60, Letters Sent to Executive
Officers. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Alleman.

Calendar: FEBRUARY

1 2,

18 7 s

339

On Jan. 17, 1874, Alleman, Denver, wrote to USG applying "for the office of
Justice of the Supreme Court in one of the Territories."-ALS, ibid., Records
Relating to Appointment11. No appointment followed.
1873, FEB. 12, 10:4-0 P.M. To James F. Casey, collector of customs, New Orleans. 1nvitat ion for self, Cabinet, etc., to visit New Orleans on the 25th, received. It will be impossible for me to 11bsent myself from the Capitol for so
Jong a time during a session of Congress. My thanks to Comus for the invitation."-New Orleans Picayune, Feb. 15, 1873. On the same day, Casey had telegraphed to USG. '1 am authorized by Comus to invite yourself and family, your
Cabinet, together with such Senators and members of the House as may desire,
to visit New Orleans on the occasion of the Mardi Gras festivities. lf you
should accept, a special excursion train will be provided for your accommodation, and not more than six days will be occupied by the trip. While recognizing the importance of your time at the close of a congressional session, I still
hope you will make it convenient, and would urge you to be present if possible.
An early answer is requested."- Ibid.
l 87S, FEB. 12. Levi P. Luckey to Harrison Bennett, Long Branch, transmitting $167.75, "the amount of your bill for filling the ice house."-Copy, DLCUSG, II. I. On Feb. 22, 1874, Nov.23.1875, and Jan. 19, 1876, Luckey or Culver C. Sniffen wrote to .Bennett concerning work at Long Br anch.-Copies,
ibid., II, 2, 3.

1873, FEa. 12. Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee, Washing ton, D. C., to USG. "I
respectfully appeal to you as the Commander in chief of the Navy for relief
from the proposed retirement of me from the active list at sixty-one years of
age instead ofsixty-two years ofage, which last is the period provided as l understand by the policy and language of the Navy retiring laws. I respect fully
submit the annexed remarks in explanation of the case as it affects myself and
other Officers of rank and service, and earnestly request that you will give the
subject such consideration as you may think its importance merits.n-ALS,
DNA, RG 45, Subject File, Div. NI. The enclosure and papers upholding "the
construction and practice" of navy retirements are ibid. See Dudley Taylor
Cornish and Virginia Jeans Laas, Lincoln's Lee: The L ife ofSamuel Phillips Lee,
United States Navy, J8/2-J897 (Lawrence, Kan., 1986), pp. 172-73.
1873, FEB. 12. Samuel L. Casey, CaseyvilJe, Ky., to USG. uSince you were
elected President I have only asked you to make but one appointment and that
was my Brother Peter PM at Vicksburg- I have been out of office ten years
and during t hat time I have spent my time and money freely for the Republican p arty-While I was in congress there was but three men in both Houses
that were willing to defend you; they were Mr Washurn-White of Indiana
(who is now dead) and my self. We did it on all occasions. We detended you
against the charges and (a] buse of most of the members and senators and indeed most of t he Republican news papers. Mr Lincoln was urged dialy to re-
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lieve you of your command, and I well recollect the last conversation I had with
him on that subject I was defending you (it was late at night) and he Said 'well
Casey [ will admit one thing that what ever Genl Grant gains he holds and that
is more than I can say of any of the other Generals' I told your friends next
day I was satisfied Mr Lincoln would sustain you-I now have a request to
make on my own behalf. I want you to give me some Foreign appointment J
would like to be sent as Minister to Mexico-but if I can not have tbat some
other good place. I deserve it from you and the party, and my circumstances
induce me to ask it confidently believing you will not disappoint me-"-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are
ibid. No appointment followed. See PUSG, 8, 7S.
1878, FEB. 12. John W Griffiths, Washington, D. C., to USG arguing
the superiority of wooden over iron ships.-L (printed), DLC-Ambrose W
Thompson.

J 875, FEB. 12. Mayor Thomas A. Kercheval, Nashville, to USG. '1 take pleasure in recomending to your favorable consideration Mr Samuel Lowery of
Nashville, who is an applicant for the Office of United States Marshal for the
Middle Division of Tennessee-Mr Lowery is one ofour very highly educated,
and influential Color d Citizens, and competent to fill the office with efficiency,
and credit-He and his people have ever been among the truist friends to your
Administration, and to the National Government-And they now jqstly expect to be recognized for their fidelity-His many friends would be greatly
please, should he recieve said appointment-I hope you will find it consistant
to appoint him-"-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments.
Related papers are ibid. See William J. Simmons, Men cif Mark: Eminent, Progressive andRisi11g(I887; reprinted, New York, 1968), pp. 77-80.
On April 22, Ker cheval wrote to USG. "I would respectfully recomend
Mr Charles. M. Donaldson, one of our most worthy fellow citizens, for the
office United States Marshal for the Middle District of Tennessee-the same
office now held by Col Wm Spence-..."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. On May 2, Kercheval wrote to U.S. Representative
Horace H. Harrison of Tenn., Nashville, assailing William Spence as a drunkard and bankrupt.-ALS, ibid. On July 6, Harrison, Long Branch, wrote to
Orville£. Babcock about the need to replace Spence with Charles M. Donaldson.".. , I called to see the President this AM & had a short interview with him
on the subject. I trust that in the event Mr Spence should make an effort to have
himself retained in office, as he most likely will, that before any action is taken
by the President, the papers on file with the attorney General and the action
already taken by the Atty General, will be examined and considered."-ALS,
ibid. Related papers are ibid.
On July 20, Archelaus M. Hughes, U.S. attorney, Nashville, wrote to USG.
"Being advised that there is an effort being made to have the present US Marshall Wm Spence removed on charges prefered against him Truth and Justice
require that 1 should state what 1 know in regard to the way in which he bas
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discharged the duties of his office I am satisfied that he has honestly faithfully
and efficiently discharged his duty thus far. I have not seen Mr Spence under
the influence of spirits since I have been in office I understand however that
one day in May last he was publickly drunk in this City I am not aware that
there is any general want ofconfidence in this community in the honesty or capacity of Mr Spence If being embarrassed be an offence then Mr Spence is
guilty and the same may be said ofsome of those who desire his removal ram
fully satisfied the neither the interest of the public or of tJ1e government or the
welfare of the Republican Party would be promoted by the remova1 of
Spence"-ALS, ibid. On July 21, U.S. Representative Roderick R. Butler of
Tenn., Taylorsville, wrote to USG defending Spence, as did Governor John C.
Brown of Tenn. on July 30.-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid Spence remajned marshal.
On June IO, 1875, Robert Ga1braitb, "Late Col 5th Tenn Vol Cav US A,"
Shelbyville, Tenn., wrote to USG, "Having heard a rumor to the effect, that
there would probably be a change made in the U. S. Marshalls Office in this,
'the Middle' District of Tenn, I have the honor to request, 'in the event ofSuch
a change' that I may be considered as an applicant for Said position, and in this
connextion, I most respectfully refer to the Honls W. G. Brownlow Horace
Maynard H. H. Harrison, Wm H. Wisener Sr. and Barbour Lewis, for their
Statements, as to my merits and capabillity."-ALS, ibid. On Aug. 12, William F. Prosser, Nashville, wrote to USG. "l beg leave cordially to commend to
your favorable regard Col Robt Galbraith of Bedford Co in this State. I have
known him personally for ten or twelve years-served with him amongst the
Tenn Troops during the war and in the Tenn Legislature in the years 1867 and
1868...."-ALS, ibid. On Sept. 8, Attorney Gen. Edwards Pierrepont wrote
to USG, Long Branch. "From papers enclosed and from many more here on
file from personal conversation with several persons from NashvilJe and even
from Spence himself, I am satisfied that there ought to be a change of Marshal
at Nashville and r believe that Robert Galbraith will be a fit person for Marsha1. Please advise me of your views at an early day.Judge White tells me to day
that be would like to accept the Chief Justicesbip of Utah. What sha11 l say to
that?n-Copy, ibid., Letter£ Sent to Executive Officers. On Sept. 9, Babcock,
Long Branch, wrote to Pierrepont. "The President approves of the appt of
Galbraith as Marshal of Tenn., and Judge White as Chief Justice of Utah,"ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On Sept. 20, Pierrepont
telegraphed to USG. "Marshal Spence can remain till the end of his term without harm if he does as he promises."-Copy, ibid., Letters Sent to Executive
Officers.
On Dec. 15, USG nominated Prosser as marshal, Middle District, Tenn.; on
Dec. 17, the Senate voted to reconsider this nomination. On Dec. 24, Kercheval
wrote to USG. "With reference to the Office of U. S. Marshal for Middle Tenl}essee, Should there be no chance for Col W. F Prosser to be appointed, I
would then respectfully recomend Mr Albert. H. Grisham of Nashville for the
position. Mr Grisham is a thorough Republican and [a] man of unimpeached
reputation and possesses all the qualifications to make an active and efficent
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Marshal."-ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On Jan. I , 1876,
U.S. Goodwin, Nashville, wrote to USG. "feeling that it is my duty I write you
a few words, in refrence to the United Stats Marshals Ship, I formley lived at
Milford Clermont Co Ohio borned in East Liberty Same Co and if not forgoten
I met you at Caro Ill when you Comanded the post. I walked from Memphis. to
get out of the Confedrets ranks. I was Supt of the river Transpation during the
war at this plase for 2Y~ years. and have all ways been a uncondichnal republican. now alow me to say to you that Col W F Prosser is the chois of the
party for the above, Posishion and one of the best Palitical Workers we have in
th.is city Eduard S Wheet is not knowing by me as a republican and for our
futur Success l pray you may not change your opinion from the apointment of
W F Prosser"-ALS, ibid. On Jan. 6,J. W Kercheval, Nashville, wrote to USG.
"Having seen in our morning Paper it stated that you would withdraw the appointment of Col Prosser as U. S. Marshal for the Middle District of Tennessee, I respectfully ask for the position. I served as a Surgeon in the Federal
Army for nearly thr.e e years, part oftbe time under you. I am in stringent circumstances with a large family to care for. I have never beld any office of profit
or honor since the War and hope I am not asking too much in seeking this position. My references are my rivals-Col Prosser, William Spence, Edward
Wheat and Col Gailbreth. These gentlemen are now in your City, will call on
you, and I desire that they should be questioned by you as to my Social, Moral
and Political Standing and qualifications to discharge the duties ofthe Office."LS, ibid. On Jan. 12, USG withdrew Prosser's nomination. On Jan. 20, James W.
Ready, Nashville, wrote to USG. "I have the honor respectfully to make application and enclose petition endorsed by some of our most worthy citizens for
the position ofU. S Marshall for the Middle District of Tenn Vice Wm Spence
releived. 1 feel satisfied that my appointment would meet the approval of the
Senators and Representatives of this State, who know me."-ALS, ibid. On
Jan. 29, Mayor Kercheval wrote to USG. "It seems difficult too reconcil the
discordent elements here with reference to the U. S. Marsbalship of this District-While Col Wheat is a gentleman, yet his Republicanism is doubtedAnd whiJe Col Joseph Dillin bas many warm supporters for the position, yet
it does not seem to please all concerned-And as a fair compromise of the
case, and reconcil all eliments of the party, I would respectfully recomend for
the position Capt. James. W Ready of this city-.. ."-ALS, ibid. Related
papers are ibid. On March 12, 187S, Harrison, Nashville, had written to USG.
"[ have the honor to recommend Capt James W Ready of Nashville Tennessee
for appointment as Consul at some point in Ireland, and to respectfully ask his
appointment. Capt Ready is by birth an Irishmen but has been a resident in
and citizen of the United States for about twenty four years... ."-ALS, ibid.,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid.
On Jan. I 3, 1876, USG nominated Edward S. Wheat as marshal, Middle District, Tenn.
1873, FtB. 12. George H. Smith, Louisville, to USG. '1 have the honor to
most respectfully apply for the position of Lieutenant in the Armies of the
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U States. I was educated in the Military Accademy ofTennessee then in charge
of Bushrod R. Johnson a West Point graduate-I served four years and three
months in the Confederate army during the late Civil war. During three years
of the time I Commanded a regiment of Cavalry from Tennessee.... "-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. Related papers are .ibid.
No appointment followed.
187 3, FEB. 13. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. '1 have examined
the accompanying bill and find no objections to its approval by you."-LS,
OFH. "H. R. 3496" is written on the reverse.-E, ibid. On Feb. 10, U.S. Representative Benjamin F. Butler of Mass. inquired whether [USGl had signed
this bill concerning ban.kruptcy.-Parke-Bernet Sale No. 2235, Dec. 3, 1963,
no. 9. On the same day, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Butler. "The bill to amend
the Bankrupt Law in favor of Insurance Cos. in Courts, about which you write
today, has not yet been received by the President."-LS, DLC-Benjamin F.
Butler. See CG, 42-3, 606, 1048, 1077, I 150, I 152; U.S. Statutes at Large,

XVII, 436-37.
1873, FEB. 13. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. "I have examined
the accompanying bill 'for the Relief of William L. Utley,' and find no objections to its being approved by you.''-LS, OFH. For legal action stemming
from an 1862 fugitive slave incident in Ky., see SRC, 42-2- 178; U.S. Stat11tes at
Large; XVII, 729.
1873, FEB. 13. Leander E. Dyer, M emphis, to USG. "I have the honor to solicit the appointment to the office of Appraiser of Customs for the District of
Memphis soon to be vacated by the Hon. Barbour Lewis. I served in the Union
army nearly four years during the late War and was honorably discharged. I
was educated for t he legal profession but since 1868 have been, until recently,
engaged in a Wholesale Mercantile business in this city. My experience leads
me to believe that I could perform the duties of the office to the satisfaction of
the Government and also of the business community here. Trusting my application my recieve your favorable consideration, . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Appraiser of Customs Applications. Related papers are ibid. On Feb. 24, USG
nominated Dyer as appraiser of merchandise, Memphis. On May 25, 1875,
Dyer r esigned.-ALS, ibid. Levi P. Luckey endorsed this letter. "The resignation accepted & Hon Barber Lewis may be apptd"-AE (initialed, undated),
ibid. On June 7, Cornelius Rawlins, Memphis, wrote to USG. "I take the Liberty of asking from you a favour knowing that the Office of appriaser is Vacant in this city by the appointment of Col Dyer ass Consul to Oddessa I
Humbly & Respectfuly ask for the Sutation as appraiser of this City as an
Irishman I ask knowing that there is no Irishman Holding any Office under the
U. S. in Memphis twice I Have been Put out of a sctutation Here for my adherence to the Republican Party the First time for Voting for the Honourable
Barbour Louis When He was Elected to Congress & the Last time when I was
appointed by the Present Mayor of this City as a Policeman I was shoved off
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because I took sides for my Friend the Honourable Barbour Louis against
Casey Young ..."-ALS (docketed 1875), ibid. A letter of May 27 recommending Henry J. Moore as appraiser is ibid. On June I, Moore, Memphis, had
written to USG. "Since your courtesy to me when I [was] quite a boy & introduced myself to you as the friend [of] Mrs Porter at Louisville, I have been an
earnest [su]pporter, admirer & fr\end & defender of yours And [now] let me
thank you for your manly letter of [29thl ultimo to Genl White on the third
term question. [which] makes my defense of you easier. all my friends here
are Ex rebels & I am sorry to say donot all appreciate the greatest man of our
day ... Do me the justice to think a man may Compliment without intending
flattery''-ALS, USG s.
On Jan. 17, 1877, Josiah D eloach, postmaster, Memphis, wrote to USG. "A
recommendation is forwarded to you asking the appointment of Ed Shaw, a
prominent Colared politician ohhis City, to the place of Hon Barbour Lewis
resigned, the apprisar of merchandise I think now 1 would most respectfully
ask you to not haveShaw appointed. Col Wm. R. Moore a highly respected and
responsible merchant of this City, and a native of this state, and has ever been
a true Republican would accept the place and ever been your true friend,
please do not let Shaw be appointed, for many reasons, I still hope for the
Election ofGen} Hayes,-This office that you so kindly gave me is and ever has
been correct to to a cent, you can see this at Washington p. o, as I said to
you r could not do the business my self, not being an educated man-But I get
a man that has done it right''-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Appraiser of Customs
Applications. Related papers are ibid. In an undated petition, Lucien B. Eaton
et al. wrote to USG. " We the undersigned Republicans of the City of Memphis
respectfully petition for the appointment of Edward Shaw as Appraiser of
Merchandise for the port of Memphis, vice Hon. _Barbour Lewis resigned.
Mr Sbaw is one of our leading Colored Citizens who have at present no representative in our local Federal officers. He is a man of decided ability generally
and of remarkable power as a Speaker. He is a zealous Republican and as Chair~
man of the Republican County Committe and as a Speaker rendered invaluable
services during the late Campaign. Mr Shaw will discharge the duties of this
office to the satisfaction ofall and his appointment will be approved by all Republicans and especially by those of his own race."-DS ( 18 signatures), ibid.
See David M. Tucker, Black Pastors and Leaders: Memphis, 1819-1972 (Memphis, t.97 5), pp. 27-34. On Jan. 9, USG nominated Barbour Lewis as register,
land office, Salt Lake City; the office of appraiser of merchandise, Memphis,
was discontinued, On Jan. 15, George G. Hogan, Memphis, wrote to USG requesting appointment as appraiser.".. . Everybody here is glad to have got rid
of one fellow, by your sending him to the Mormons, long may he flourish out
there. The Republican would be in the ascendant in Tennessee today but for the
monkeying of this person. and a few of similar ilk. This end of the State is
squarely republican now & would be so carried if the U.S. Officers had a little
more comprehension, and a little less taciturn policy about them. Old Deloach
has more moral influence in sustaining republicanism than all the agents of the
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treasury Dept. together at this place; though there are some very clever men
among them...."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Appraiser of Customs Applications.
Letters related to Hogan's applications for a diplomatic appointment are ibid.,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed.
1873, FEB. 14. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of War. Place R. P.
Ames as first supernumerary should he not be appointed among the ten.''AES, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Written on a letter of Feb. 12
from Robert P. Ames to USG. "Being desirous of entering the Academy at
West Point, I respectfully solicit an appointment from you. Should I succeed in
obtaining it, I will endeavor so to conduct myself as to reflect no discredit on
your choice."-ALS, ibid. On June 16, I 874, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Secretary of War William W Belknap. "The President directs me to say that you
may notify the four Alternates-R. P. Ames of Mass Charles H. Grierson of
Mo-Lawrence J. Hearn ofD. C. and Charles M Ray ofD. C. to report for examination at the next meeting of the Board of Exarruners."-LS, ibid. Ames
entered USMA in 1874 but did not graduate. Lawrence J. Hearn and
Charles M . Ray did not attend. On Jan. 13, 1873, James A. Hearn, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. "l have tl1e honor most respectfully to request
that my son Lawrence J. Hearn be appointed a Cadet to the U. S. Military
Academy, West Point, New York. He was 17 years of age in November last.
The following is a brief synopsis of my services. I entered t he U. S. Army a
Private rn A.ugust 184·4; served with the 5th Infantry during the War with
Mexico,-in Eastern and Western Texas and the Utah Expedition of
1857-58; appointed Ordnance Sergeant 1858; 2nd Lieut. 16th lnf'y. February 186S and Captain April-1867; Brevetted Major 1867 and retired from
active service, on account of disability December~l870."-LS, ibid. On
Jan. 30, Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, St. Louis, telegraphed to USG. "Please appoint my son, Charles Henry Grierson, a cadet to the military academy at West
Point for this year, in case any vacancy occurs, or as soon as possible, He was
seventeen last August and will pass required examination."-Telegram received (at 12:41 P.M.), ibid. On March 8, Stephen A. Hurlbut wrote to USG favoring this applicant.-ALS, ibid. Charles H. Grierson graduated USMA in
1879.
1873, FEs. 14. John Jones, postmaster, Asheville, N. C., to USG. "Feeling allarmed, at the turn which politics are, and have been making, in our part of the
country, Mtd more especially in our midst, I thought it a duty to my Country,
and my party, to inform you quietly of some (of the facts) for your serious consideration, transactions of parties in power here, who are trying to destroy
evey vestige of Republicanism. Situated as we are, in the midst of Rebels, and
Semi-Rebels, \vhich are worse than the former,' and in one of the worst portions of the South, Tthought ifl did not make some disclosure soon, our party
here would be sunk so low, that it would never have a reserrection. l would first
bring to your notice, the actions of the, U.S. Solicitor for Western N. C. who
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resides here at Asheville, informing you, of the fact, of his having been, one of
the worst, and most blattant ofRebels, from the begining, to the end of the RebelJion, fought against the Union to the last, and now playing Union,-only,
for policy's sake. During the day, of the Election, of I 868, which, made you
President of the United, States, there occured a riot, in this town~ the Rebels
commenced it, by fireing upon a party of negres, who, were on their way to the
ballot box, to vote for you, ·as they catl you' their protector, the negroes had
nothing to protect themselves with, consquently, were compelJed to run, wich
they did, pell-mell, before they could get out of their way, the Rebels succeeded
in Killing one Negro, and wounding Eighteen of them, t his occured between
One & Two O'clock in the day, after that no black man was permitted to vote,
on that day. No one, of the Rebels, were ever arrested, the affair was hushed up,
by that portion of our party who had come from the Rebels. At the sitting of
the Circut Court, l informed the foreman of the Grand Jury, of the facts in the
case, giving him the names of the Rebels, also the names of the parties they
killed, and wounded, & the names of a number of good Union-men. who witnessed the affray, notwithstanding all the precaution, which was taken to have
the perpretrators punished, their cases, were dismissed, on the payment of a
small bill of cost, for each one, which went into the pockets of the Officers. The
facts in this case can be substantiated by A.H. fones, Ex-Member of Congress,
.Jese, Sumner, Ex-Sheriff, of this County, 'Buncomb' who, now resides at Avoca,
Nebraska, James, Nichols, a resident of the county, and Oscar, Eastmond,
who, was at t hat time, Agt; of the Freedmans Beaureau. In 1869, (I think it
was,) Congress passed an especial act, for paying the men belonging to Colonel
Golden, Brysons, command, of Western, North, Carolina, head quarters, in
Cherokee Co, the bill was engineered through, by a man in the adjoining
county to this, as soon as the bill was made a Law, this man, left Washington
for his home in Marshall, Madison Co. NC. tlmmediately sent out his agents
to gather up such names as he could, that, had belonged to Brysons Battalion,
'as was supposed.' after the names were secured, and the papers made up, and
sent to Washington for payment, the Secretary of the Treasury Dept; discovered some names, which had appeared on previous rolls, sent by Boyd, of Tennessee, the Secretary, orderd the payment stoped. Last year, 1872, The Attorney Genl; sent one of his assistants, down in North Carolina, to investigate the
matter, after travelling through a portion of the State, he came to Asheville,
and employed, or sent, one of the U. S. Commissioners, out to Cherokee Co
wher e the Battalion was raised, he had not been there long, before he found
a great number of the names,, which accorded with the names of, or on the pay
rolls, some of the men, had belonged to Col: Brysons, command, some had
never been in any army, others, he found, whose names appeared on the payrolls, who, were rebels & always had been, were in the Rebel, Army, and fought
against the Union, until the end of the Rebellion, The U. S. Commissioner,
returned to Asheville, to report to Mr Sherman, but, he had been driven away,
by a party of Rebels, who had surrounded the Hotel, where Mr, Sherman, was
staying, The commissioner, who wishes his name withheld for the present,
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reported the facts he had gleaned, to District, Attrny; Starbuck, he, transfered
the same, with instructions, from the U.S. Attrny; Genl; to U.S. District, Attrny, for Western, N. Carolina, reccommending him, to return to Cherokee Co
or go with the Commissioner, who had already been, which he did, and found
that all, that, the Commissioners found, and even more, They found why
Mr, Sherman, had been Ku Kluxed, from the Hotel, where he had been stoping. They bound quite a number, of these men from Cherokee, and adjoining
counties, and bound them over for their appearance, at the U.S. District, Court
which was held, at Asheville, shortly afterwards, some of them appeared only,
their case was not brought up, only, a motion was made, to quash the whole affair, which was entertained, by the District, Attorney, so as to shield the principal actor, in the drama, who was, and is, a great friend, of the Dist, Attrny,
both, having been in the Rebel Army. The Dist: Attrny; informed the Commissioner, 'who went with him' that he, regretted very much, to have anything
to do with the case, fearing, his friend from Madison, was implicated, which he
found, was so, after hunting it up. There is another person, the Actuary, oftbe
U.S. District, & Circut, Court, whose actions, we would su~mit, for your consideration, resideing here, by the name of E. R. Hampton, on the presentation
of his application, for appointment, to Judge, Dick, he, refused to appoint him,
on account of some names, which appeard upon his petition, he, not deeming
them worthy of notice, Hampton, applied to a young gentleman, a good
Republican, to go out, among his friends, and get him some names, which
would be more consistant with the views, which Judge, Dick, entertains of a
good Republican, when he presented his petetion, the second time, some of the
Semi- Rebels, prevailed upon Judge, Dick, to accept him. After receiving his
position, the first thing he did, was to employ, one of the worst Old, Rebels, not
only in the Town, but io the whole country, by the name of Sawyer, he could
easily of gotten, one from the Republican ranks, his reason for emplying the
Rebel, is, he gets him for thirty three Dollars $SS, per Mo; when the Government, allows him for clerk hire $50, Dolls: per mo; saving seventeen, dollars,
after certifying, that he pays his Clerk, the whole amount. This E. R. Hampton, is and has made himself, odious since his appointment, by affilliateing,
with Rebels, of the worst kind, if actions speak louder than words, he must be
the blakest kind of a one, Still an other Rebel, l have to submit, to you, by the
name of Irvin, who was a Major, in their Army, at present occupying, the
position of Assistant, District, Attorney, for the Western, District, of North,
Carolina. He was an original, fire eating Secessionist, is a man of some ability,
fought the Union, up to within a few Months, of the end of the Rebelion, was
discharged for drunkenness, but, remained incorrigable, until tl1e latter part of
1869. Through poverty, for policy's sake, only, did he show any signs, of repentance then, since that, he has farced with the Republican, party for that
which I have already stated, cominging into the party, for the express purpose
of, annihilating it, so he informed his Rebel, friends, whenever they would
taunt him with, being a Radical, His actions have proved, that he has done
everything he could, to effect his purposes, & fulfill what he asserted. He and

348

Calendar: FEBRUARY

15, I 87 3

the others, J have mentioned, openly opposed t he County, candidates, some of
them, going so far, as to openly, use their influence, against Gov Caldwell
These Ex-Rebels, formed a ring, before the August election, to keep out all,
origional union men, if possible, from being nominated, on the Republican
ticket, they were not successful, as, all that were put upon the county ticket,
were all good Republicans, every one of these men, openly opposed them and
were partialy successfull They also through chicanery, artfulness, and intrigue, inveigled, the Editor, of the only Republican paper, published here, into
their meshes, and compelled him, through force of circumstances, over which
he has no control, to accept a stinking, Rebel, into his printing establishment,
as partner, a man that declares himslf, out and openly, to be as big a Rebel, as
he was, when the War commensed. This Assistant, Attorney, 'M. Irvin,' is at
present, abusing Governor, Caldwell, through the columns, of this Republican
paper, on the Western N. Carolina R. Road, question, no one can tell why, only
be has not given him, the best place, in t he Offices he, has to dispeoce. The District, Attorney, is secretly, defaming, and maligning, Gov; Caldwell, for what
reason, I cannot tell, only, for being a Republican, I suppose. Hoping I have
done, my duty, as an Officer, and Republican, and, that you will appreciate it,
as fully as I could wish ... P. S. Please let this be str ictly confidential,''~LS,
DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
1873, FEB. 15. Timothy W Getman, West Troy, N. Y., to USG concerning
payment to clerks at Watervliet Arsenal under the Eight- hour-day Law. ALS, DNA, RG 156, Letters Received.
1873, FEB. 15. James Loudon, Georgetown, Ohio, to USG. uy take great
pleasure 111 introducing to you, my very worthy yoUJ1g friend Rev. Irwin L.
Caton. He comes to solicit the place of Consulate to any place in Europe, or the
Continent where a vacancy may now or hereafter ex.ist. Mr. Caton is a young
man of fine attainments & scholastic acquirements, for honor or probity not
surpassed by any one. His appointment would be hailed with joy, by many of
your old and steadfast friends hereabouts. At present he is in charge of the
Presbyterian church of Georgetown; but as you are aware, the Church is weak
& I may add comparatively poor & therefore unable to give him a living salary-.. ."-ALS, D NA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
No appointment followed.
1873, FEB. 18. Secretary of War William W Belknap to USG. ul have the
honor to return the Act (H. R. 1709) for the reliefof Major John W. Todd,
Ordnance Corps, with report that the facts stated by Major Todd in his memorial are in accord with his report of t he transaction, which he made to the
Chief of Ordnance at the time of it~ occurrence. The Department has no other
knowledge whatever of the circumstances connected with the loss of the funds
than were reported by Major Todd."-Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters Sent,
Military Affairs. Maj. John W Todd. USMA 1862, had lost $S,00O in 1867
when a soldier detailed as a clerk absconded with money to pay employees at

Calendar:FEBRUARY 19, 1873

349

the Baton Rouge Arsenal. See CG, 4 1-2, S099, 42-S, 926, 1255; US. Statutes

at Large, XVII, 7SS.
187S, FEB. 18. Lt. Col. Henry D. Wallen, Omaha, to USG. "I have had the pleasure of Mr Wilson's acquaintance for the past twelve years. He has been Trade--r
& Sutler as several posts in the Army, and has always given satisfaction to the
Government, Officers & Soldiers. If my Regt. should go to the Northern Pacific
Rail Road, I know of no person whom I would rather have appointed Trader
than Mr Robert Wilson."-ALS, DNA, RG 2ss, 44A-D1. See P USG, 17,
1so-s1. On April 8, 1870, Robert Wilson, Omaha, had written to Gen. William
T. Sherman. "Regeting the necessity of troubling you with my private business, I desire to inform you that I was appointed Post Trader at Fort Fetterman
Wyoming Territory on the 17th of August 1867 and have held said appointment 'till the present time untill notified by order (eminating as I am informed
from t he Sect of War under date of March the 15th) that my appointment
would cease May 1st 1870-and further t hat my Successor is the Brot her of
Governor Campbell of Wyoming-Again that some three months subsequent
to my appointment Mr J C Dent brother in law of Gen! Grant was appointed
additional Trader and as a matter of protection I was compelled to buy him out
at an exorbitant price. T hat I have been to great expence in erecting Suitable
and permanent buildings and have at present a very large stock of Sutler's
goods on hand whjch can only be sold to the Army-that to be compelled to
leave on so short a notice would necessarily subject me to great pecuniary
loss... .''~ALS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 250P 1870. Related papers
are ibid. On April 6, 1874, Lt. Col. George A. Custer et al., Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Ter ritory, wrote to Wilson. "We t he Officers of Fort Abraham
Lincoln D. T. t ake this method of conveying t o your our appreciation of the
manner in which you have conducted the Post-Traders Establishment of this
post since our arrival here and to express our sincere regret at your departure
from the Post ...."-LS (21 signatures), ibid., RG 2SS, 44A-O1. On Feb. IO,
1876, Wilson, Bismarck, Dakota Territory, wrote to the ch;urman of the Committee on Military Affairs, House of Representatives, requesting investigation
into the appointment of post traders. "... It can be readily proven that these
appointments have been made a source of profit by those iJ1 high official positions, and a number of them at least have been considered the perquisites of
one J. M. Hetrick of Outtuoma Iowa holding the position of Internal Revenue
Collector who has prostituted his position for gain only I need only refer you
so far as common rumor is concerned to the New York Herald and other papers ofrecent date, and can also refer you to most oftJ1e present Post Commander,s, especially along the Missouri Rivet as to the abuses of the system...."ALS, ibid.
1873, FEB. 19. Secretary of War William W Belknap to USG. '1 have the
honor to return t he act (H. R. 2979) 'for the reliefof Robert K. Enbody' and to
report that this man was enlisted at Philadelphia Penn. November I 7, 1863 as
a substitute for Jacob Weis: Rolls of Company '1,'' I I 8th Penn. Volunteers . . .
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The soldier having been discharged on the ground ofminority,foifeited all pay,
and allowances due at the time of his discharge, under par. 1371 , Revised Army
Regulations of 1863 on account offraudulent enlisf:ment."-Copy, DNA, RG
107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs. See SRC, 42- 3-344; US. Statutes at Large,

xvn, 738-39.

1873, FEB. 19. George H. Griffin, Milford, Conn., to USG. "During the last
Campaign I heard the following incident connected with the surrender of the
Rebel army at Appomattox-narrated by two public speakers at different
meetings: That when the terms of capitulation had been signed-Gen. Lee
bethought him of one point which had been overlooked, and asked-'What
shall our boys do with their horses-'? And, you replied 'Let them have them,
they'll want them for the Spring ploughing'. I do not find this incident in the
story of your life as written by Mr. Deming of Hartford. Pardon the liberty I
take in asking you-if this scene actually occurred. And allow me to add-this
if true-it was in my humble opinion, one of the most beautiful manifestations
of a nobler heart. As one who has cordially approved of your administration as
a whole, and voted for you twice-I take pleasure in subscribing myself..."-ALS, Babcock Papers, ICN. On Feb. 25, Orville E. Babcock wrote to
Griffin. "Your letter to the President of the 19th inst. is received. Knowing
perfectly of the circumstance to which you allude I give you the information
you request. At the surrender Gen! Lee said to Genl Grant that many of his
Soldiers owned their own horses and if they could be allowed to retain them it
would have a good effect & they would go home & use the horses for spring
plowing. After a few minutes consideration Genl Grant consented and said
he hoped fftey w the Soldiers would make such use of the horses, & as soon as
possible settle down to their usual avocation before the rebellion."-ADf (initialed), ibid.
1873, FEB. 20. James C. Ord, Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory, to
USG. "I would most respectfully submit to you, this my application for an appointment as second Lieutenant of Infantry in the Army of the United States.
I have been connected, (in a civil capacity) with the Army for several years, as
Qr. Mr. clerk, &c. and having served in the Civil Service during your previous
administration, I would respectfully refer you to accompanying endorsements
and euclosures, stating my capabilities, and the recommendations of my previous and present employers [ was educated at Georgetown College D. C.
during the war, am twenty four years old, unmarried, and am phiysically capable of performing the Service incidental to the Army Hoping that this will
come under your notice and meet with your favorable consideration, ..."ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 3626 1873. On March 24, Lt. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, Chicago, wrote to USG. ''It gives me great pleasure to recomend the son
of Major. Placidus Ord. to your favorable consideration for appointment as
Second Lieutenant in the Army. The appointment to be made after the promotion of the class which gradua[tes] at the military Aca[demy] next July. I
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believe the young man to be fully competent to pass his examination, & to be
posesscd of all the qualites which make a good & faithful officer"-ALS, ibid.
Related papers are ibid On Dec. 1, USG nominated Ord as 2nd lt.
I 87.3, FEB. 21. USG endorsement. ''Refered to th_e Sec. of State. When it is
possible to give a Mission, or Consul Gen.lship to Kansas I think Dr. Logan
will be as good a representative as the state can furnish."-AES, DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of Feb. 18
from U.S. Representative-elect William A. Phillips of Kan. et aL to USG. "The
undersigned representatives of the State ofKansas in the National Legislature,
desire to present the name of Dr. C. A. Logan, of Leavenworth, for your favorable consideration Dr Logan was one of the original Free state menofKal1sas,
and has rendered substantial service to the Republican party During the late
war he held the position of Chairman of t he State Board of Mectical Examiners, and in the late Presidential canvas, he added strength to the cause by taking an active part in die campaign. In the world of letters he is extensively
known and recognized, and in the department of science, has not only done
much for Kansas, but has acquired a national reputation. In consideration of his
eminent abilities and high moral standing, we respectfully, but urgently ask
that you appoint him to some foreign mission compatible in importance to his
recognized fitness and ability"-LS (4 signatures), ibid. On March 6, U.S. Senator Alexander Caldwell of Kan. et al. wrote to USG. ilThe undersigned Senators and Members of Congress from Kansas respectfully request the appointment of Dr Cornelius A Loga11 as Minister to ChiJi in the place of Joseph
P Root the present incumbent ..."-LS (4 signatures), ibid On March 14,
USG nominated Cornelius A. Logan (John A. Logan's cousin) as minister to
Chile in place of Joseph P. Root. On Jan. 8, 1870, U.S. Senator Samuel C.
Pomeroy and U.S. Representative Sidney Clarke of Kan. had written to USG
recommending "that Gov. J. P. Root, of Kansas be appointed Minister to the
Hague, in place of Genl Ewing-Gov. Root is an eminent Citizen of our State,
has always enjoyed the esteem of our best men.-Served throughout the War
as Surgeon, and Mectical Director of the Army of the Frontier. And is a Republican of the best standing. We ask for his appointed-"-LS, ibid. Related
papers are ibid. On Dec. 6, USG nominated Root as minister to Chile, having
withdrawn earlier nominations as minister to the Netherlands on June 24 and
minister to Chile on June 29.
1873, FEB. 2 1. Thomas E. Gray, San Francisco, to USG. " We are organizing
a party of young men in this city for the purpose of taking in the name of the
United States the formal possession of the Island of Papau or New Guinea and
other Islands of Southren Pacific not in the possession or under the proteotorate of any civilized power: and we see by the late papers from Australia that
they too are about inaugurating a similar movemt on behalf of the English
Goverroent, and a resolution at the date of these advices was pending before
the Victoria Parliment asking the English Goverment to take the formal pos-
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session of them or allow the Australian colonies to do so, and there is little
doubt that the Imperial Goverment will do one thing or the other, and unless
we are prompt to act the numberless r ich Islands of t he South Pacific will at
one swoop be brought under the British Rag And as the SteaJJ1er Vanderbilt,
is now in these waters and offered for sale by the Goverment, and having r eceived [a] bid of only fifty thousand dollars, we have been informed that the
Goverment would dispose of her for eighty thousand and as our pecuniary
conditions are such that we cannot pay the Goverment the cash down, we are
persuaded to ask some indulgence, and ifit meets the approbation of the Goverment to assist us in our expidition to the extent of selling us the steamer
Vanderbilt for $80,000 on a credit of twelve months, we will anticipate all the
efforts the English can make to get possession ofthese rich Islands of the south
Pacific Ocean...."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On March JO,
Secretary of State Hamilton Fish wrote to Gray "that if citizens of the United
States should suppose that their prospects for the future may be benefitted by
proceeding abroad rather than by staying at home, there is no legal authority
to interfere with their freedom of choice in the matter, if their purpose be a
peaceful one, to be compassed in a peaceable way. There is not, however, any
authority oflaw to aid citizens in such enterprizes, which must be entirely at
the risk and cost ofthose who engage in them. It is understood that vessels belonging to the government, when offered for sale, are expected to be bought
for casb ... ."-Copy, ibid., RG 45, Letters Received from the President.
187S, FEB. 22. Jesse J. George, Danville, Ark., to USG. ''Allow me to appeal
to you feeling assured that you will give this due attention as it appears t he war
still goes on in our land and Country My residence is in Yell County State of
Arkansas and have lived here for Thirty years Have been Sheriffof this County
over Three years Was first appointed under Republican administration for
one year then was elected for Two years which ti.me has expired and I now
leave the office a true and strong Republican I had all Brindle inducements to
change me but of non effect. They say I am a hard nut I fought under you at
Richmond and several otber places You have many strong friends iri this
Country The Rebs are constantly killing off good and influential men (Republicans) In Pope an adjoining County I will say to you that since the war
closed there have been at least Thirty Republicans killed Such as Sheriffs,
Clerks, Judges &c We have appealed to the State authorities but find half of
them Rebs and the balance afraid some body will shoot at them and they lie still
so the work goes quietly on Our men continue to fall from the brush In the
name of high Heaven is there no way to give protection to our best friends
We now ask it of you _ .."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
1873, FEB. 24. Levi P. Luckey to Charles Lewis, tax collector, Long Branch.
"The President directs me to send you the enclosed check to your order on the
First National Bank of this city, for five hundred and twenty dollars ($520 oo)
the amount of his tax on his property at Long Branch. I enclose the tax bill
which please receipt & return"-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 1. Letters dated Dec. 4,

Calendar: FEBRUARY 26, 1873

353

187S, Dec. S I, I 874, and Jan. s I , I 876, from USG's secretaries to Lewis concerning tax payments on USG's Long Branch property are ibid., 11, 2, 3.
1873, fEB. 26. USG note. "Will the Sec. of the Treas. please see Miss
Couzins ofSt. Louis, Mo. on business connected with the Treas. though not the
usual business which ladies have at the Dept.n-ANS, MoSHi. USG may have
referred to Phoebe W Couzins, daughter of John E. D . Couzins, a St . Louis
Customhouse inspector. See New York Times and St. Louis Globe-Democrat,
Dec. 7, 1915.
On Oct. 6, 1875, Phoebe Couzins, St. Louis, wrote to USG. ~Through the
friendly aid and advice of Judge Long, I address you a line in regard to the appointment ofU. S. Marshall for this District. I wish to lay before you the claim
of my good Father to the position. When you were in St. Lou.is, at the t ime of
Mr Newcomb's resignation, we had just been overtaken by sudden death in the
family, and t he almost fatal illness of my Mother, and none of us were aware of
your presence in the city, or the resignation in the Marshall's office, until after
you had left. I do not wish to occupy your time with any extended plea in his
behalf, and therefore will condense what I have to say in as few words as possible. My Father was an applicant for the position at the time of Mr Newcomb's
appointment, but, owing to his excessive modesty, he never urges his claims,
and usually gets left behind-The position he now holds is not sufficiently remunerative, for the wants of his large family nor of a character, suited to his
tastes. He has, as you know, occupied for many years, the position of Chief of
Police, of this City, and his skill and energy, his unfailing accuracy in the detection of vice and crime, his purity of r eputation, is widely known During
the exciting scenes of '61 to '65, which tried the loyalty, energy and courage
of every one, and when crime was prevalent on every side, he stood like a bulwark at the helm of affairs in this city, and saved not only it from the hands of
the enemy, again and again, but rendered services to the U.S. outside of his legitimate office of Chief of Police, which ought to entitle hin1 to the hig hest
consideration, & one of its best Offices. He had the tmbounded confidence of
President Lincoln administration, so much so, that in January of'6S, when the
discontinuance of martial law was urged for St. Lou.is, a confidential letter, now
in my hands, was sent to him, asking for full and detailed informatiou as to its
advisability, closing with, '1 have great reliance in your judgment, as well as
superior means of knowledge, and long experience in these matters. I pray you
to consult with those in whom you have the most confidence, and, to form your
opinion with the deliberation and impartiality, which the importance of the
subject demands.' My Mother's services rendered her country, in its camp,
floating and post hospitals, saving many valuable lives by her gentle ministrations, of which you are aware, ought to have some weight in that which might
be done for her husband. Judge Long tells me, that had he known of Father's
wish for the Office, himself & Mr Easton might have done something for him.
I do not know who the applicants for this Office are, but, I do know t hat no one
in this entire State, or country, can come as an applicant, whose loyal services
to the country in time of peril, whose devotion to the Republican party, since
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its inception whose knowledge and skill in the detection and punishment of
crime, can excel the one whose claim 1 now urge before you; that of J. E. D.
Couzins of St. Louis Mo.-Hoping I have not trespassed on valuable time.. ."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. On Nov. 10,
Edwin 0. Stanard, St. Louis, wrote to USG recommending Couzins,-ALS,
ibid. No appointment followed.
1873, FEB. 26. Henry T. Blow, St. Louis, to USG. ul have steadily refused, except in a few cases, to make recommendations for offices, because, the existing
condition did not seem to warrant the applications; this has been my course especially in regard to consulships asked for. To day however, I learn from
Maj CE Pearce, that he will apply to you for the Swiss Mission and it becomes
my duty, as well as a great pleasure to commend him to your highest consideration Maj Pearce was my Secretary four years ago, when the Grant
Central Com: was, I think, a decided feature in the Presidential Canvass; from
that time to the present moment, but especially in the late Canvass he has rendered eminent ser vices to the Republican Party, and placed your character
and public acts before the People in a manner reflecting credit on his head &
heart. .. ."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed.
I 873, FEB. 26. Daniel W. Peabody, collector oflnternal Revenue, Nashville,
to USG. "I desire to bring to your favorable consideration Capt J. P. Rexford
who is an applicant for a government appointment. I most earnestly express
my conviction that no man in this Congressional district has labored more
zealously for the promotion of republican principles Capt. Rexford was a
gallant soldier during the late war entering the service from Michigan. He
settled in this city at its close as an Attorney at Law. He at once became conspicuous for his fearless championship of the doctrine ofequal civil rights for all
men...."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. In an undated letter, James P. Rexford wrote to USG. "l would most respectfully ask the
appointment of 'Collector ef Internal Revenue for the Fifth District of Tennessee, and would refer to accompanying letters of recommendation as to
fitness, Standing, character and qualifications"-ALS, ibid. Related papers are
ibid. USG endorsed this file. "Refer to Sec. of the Treas. This application is
transfer to the Treas. with the view of securing Collectorshlp."-AE (undated), ibid. No appointment followed.
I 873, FEB. 27. Howard Carroll, New York City, to USG. "I beg leave to make
application for the positioll of Consul to Brunswick Germany, aud have the
honor to state that I am supported in my request by Hon. Thurlow Weed, Senator E, D. Morgan, Hon. Hugh J. Hastings and Hon. Tho Murphy~-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On March 5,
Thomas Murphy, Washington, D. C., wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton
Fish. "This will be handed you by Mr. Howard Carroll son of Gen. Carroll
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killed during the war. For the past t hree years Mr. Carroll has been in Europe
as a newspaper correspondent and .he is master of the French and German languages...."-LS, ibid. Related papers are ibid On June 20, John Greenwood,
Jr., Bethel, Conn., wrote to Fish requesting appointment as c011sul, Brunswick.-ALS, ibid Related papers are ibid. On Dec. 2, 1873, USG nominated
Greenwood in place of De Witt C. Sprague. See New York Times, March 4,
1876.

On Sept. 17, 1873, Sprague, Brunswick, had written to Edward Degener,
San Antonio. "I received a dispatch from Washington a few days ago t hat I had
been removed to make room for another. Only a day or two before receiving
this dispatch I had received a letter from President Grant's son, in which he informed me he spoken with his father concerning me and that I should remain... .''-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
On Oct. lo, D egener wrote to USG recommending Sprague and thanking USG
"for the kindness I received at your hands, during t he time I had the honor to
represent this State in Congress."-1\LS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. On
Dec. 2, USG nominated Sprague as consul, Brindisi. On July 5, 1874, Sprague,
Brindisi, wrote to USG. "I write these lines with a hesitating hand, but they
are my forlorn hope and I am sure you will pardon this liberty. Your Excellency
appointed me consul to this place in October last, but I did not receive my commission and exequatur till February. I came here at great expense, and have
hardly got settled when this office js unexpectedly abolished. This, sir, is hard
very hard for me, ... If possible I should like an appointment in Germany. J
have been informed that there is a vacancy at Stuttgart. . , .''-ALS, ibid. No
appointment followed.
1873, FEB. 27. Silas Flournoy, Asheville, N. C., to USG. "I would state to
your Excellency that during the rebellion r was a member of the 2d Iowa lnfty
Vols. having enlisted May 24th 61. for several years I have been residing and
doing business in the south, contending with the prejudices entertained by the
southern people for those who served in the Federal army. I had hoped I should
never have occasion to call upon my country, seeking place which is controlled
chiefly by politicaJ influence, thus enabling many to attain preferment who had
never rendered their country the least service, but who, on the contrarywere disposed to aggravate the wrong under which she might be suffering.
And it is now, feeling that you are disposed to aid those who served with you
in the dark days of ou.r history, that I r epectfully ask at your hands the appointment as Minister Resident at Caracas, Venezuela.-! have the honor to
refer to Gen N. B. Baker. Adj. Gen. Iowa."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed. In a petition
docketed Feb. 24, Flournoy et al. had written to USG. " We the undersigned
citizens of the United States, ex-soldiers of the United States army would respectfully represent t[o] your (E]xcellency, that we view with pain and regret
the appointment to offices of honor and emolument, of ex-rebels, who make
blatant pretentions to loyalty to t he United States, merely for the sake thereof
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but who in their conduct evince unmistakably otherwise... .''-OS (21 signatures, undated), ibid., RG 56, Letters Received.
1873, FEB. 27. William McKee, St. Louis Globe, to USG. "The bearer ofthis
is Mr. Thomas Cuddy, formerly of the Revenue Department here I have
known him for fifteen years. He bears an excellent character-is a gentleman
of good ability and h[as] always been a strong republican. He now applies for
one of the Consulships to England or Ireland-His recommendations are all
that can be desired-If there be any opening, you will find him worthy of it,
I know the pressure in these things; but I also know your intuitive knowledge
of men-You will do as your judgment dictates. Both he and his friends leave
the matter in your hands-"-ALS, D NA, RG 69, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. On the same day, Thomas Cuddy, St. Louis, wrote to USG
soliciting "an appointment as United States Consul to one of the cities of Great
Britian.~-LS, ibid. Related papers, including an undated petition signed by
Charles W. Ford, are ibid. No appointment followed.

1873, FEB. 28. USG endorsement. "The Secretary of the Treasury wiJl cause
to be paid to Col. James F. Jaques, in accordance with the provisions of this law,
the full amount appropriated therein."-ES, DNA, RG 217, Second Auditor.
Letters Sent, Claims. Written on a bill a pproved Feb. 12, 1 873, directing that
James F'. Jaquess receive $6,7 19 "for services pel'formed and money expended
by said Jaques during the recent rebellion, under the direction of the late President Abraham Lincoln: ..."-Copy, ibid. On Feb. 17, Jaqlless, Washington,
D. C., had written to USG. "I herewith transmit to you a Bill passed by Congress for my relief: also an account, upon which the claim was founded, and the
reports of the several committees through which it has passed in its adjudication-The claim has been subjected to the most rigid scrutiny at every point
of its progress but always with most favorable results-as you will see by reference to the reports referred to-I hope you will do me the favor to direct the
payment of the same, ..."-ALS, ibid. On Feb. 26, Col. James A. Hardie. inspector gen., wrote to Secretary of War William W. Belknap."... Col Jaquess
presents a bill, supported by his own affidavit of its correctness for reimbursement of moneys expended in Secret Service work under the direction of President Lincoln in 1864 and 1865 for $6719.00.... In general, it may be stated
that the work consisted of t wo journeys to Richmond, three to Niagara Falls,
and several to NewYork, Boston, Indiana, Illinois &c collecting information,
frustrating plots, removing difficulties, and in every way to be found, promoting the success of the Union cause. I know ofmy own knowledge that Colonel
Jaquess was on secret or confidential service during about the period stated
under President's Lincoln's personal orders; and I know that Colonel J. enjoyed
in a large degree the confidence of Mr Lincoln. I know Colonel J. personally.
He is a man of integrity. He declares that Mr Lincoln promised to reward him
with $25,000, for his services-and that should he, Col J, lose his life in his
dangerous career, he the Presdt would see to it that his family should be provided for-I think it entirely probablye that Mr Lincoln so promised. A scru-
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tiny of this account cannot now be made. It appears the original account is lost,
and the original memoranda arc inaccessible. But Colonel Jaquess avers that
between $4000 and $5000 of the amount claimed is for reimbursement of
monies spent for the purchase of information, gifts to facilitate progress,
douceurs and the like essential to the success of his work. $1200 to $ 1600 of it
was for exper iments i.n Richmond to get up a burning compound of great ostensible effect but which would extinguish itself and so defeat the designs of
the enemy in burning our Northern cities-The remainder is for travelling
expenses. Two committees of Congress, one in 1870, the other in 1872, after
examination passed favorably upon the claim...."-ALS, ibid. On Feb. 27,
Belknap wrote to USG transmitting Hardie's report-LS, ibid. Related papers
are ibid. See PUSG, 11, 190-92, 2-14-15; SRC, 41-2--215, 42-2-64; CG,
42-8, 1020-2-S.
On May 16, 1870, U.S. Senators Adelbert Ames and Hiram R. Revels of
Miss. had written to USG. "Having confidence in the patriotism, integrity, and
intelligence of Col. James F. Jaquess, of the State of Miss-we would, most respectfully ask you to appoint him, 'minister resident,' abroad."-LS, DNA, RG
59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed,
1875, FEB. 28. U.S. Senator James W. Nye ofNev. to USG. "I See that there
is to be four of the Indian Superintends are to be retaind Chosen from the full
Number of Eight I desire to Say that with the fullest appreciation of t he importance of the position I reccomend the retention of Col B C Whiting of
Calafornia ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. On
March 4, U.S. Delegate Richard C. McCormick of Arizona Territory wrote to
USG requesting Billington C. Whiting's retention because "his services and
character are calculated to make him far more efficient and useful than any new
man can possibly be-"-ALS, ibid. On March 14, Cornelius Cole, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibid. On Mays I, Attorney Gen. George H. Williams ruled that Whiting was not entitled to salary
while temporarily suspended from office in 1869-70.-Copy, ibid., RG 60,
Opinions. On July 1, l87S, Cole, San Francisco, telegraphed to USG. ''Regardipg the indian Superintendency for California I recommend that you suspend final action till ass't Secy Cowan who is now at San Diego returns to
Washingtorl"-Telegram received (at 9: 19 P.M.), ibid., RG 48, Appointment
Div., Letters Received. On March .28, U.S. Senator Aaron A. Sargent of Calif.
had written to USG. "If the office of Superintendent of lndian affairs is not
abolished I recommend the appointment of Rev. David Deal of Sacramento,
California, to such office, & tJrnt he be assigned to the charge of the agencies
in California, Nevada and Arizona. He is a clergyman of the M. E. Church, of
fine business qualifications and exemplary lifo, & would be acceptable to the
denomination."-ALS, ibid. Congress abolished the office as of July 1.
On June 12, Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano had written to USG,
Long Branch. "I deem it best to let you see the letter of Mr. Roberts, herewith.
Saving one, and abolishing the other, Quaker Superintendency, causes much
anxiety; and these people have been so good and useful that I desire to save
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their feelings as much as I can. The only present relief that can be given, is to
modify the order abolishing Superintendencies, so as to dest roy one of the four
which are retained, and restore the Northern. I do not rememLer making the
remark which Mr. Roberts says I made about retaining Mr. White, though it
is not improbable I said it. So far as the service is concerned, I should prefer
preserving the No,rthern Superintendency to that of California, or even New
Mexico; but I am fully aware of the reasons that render it desirable to preserve these Superintendencies. I deem it best, however, to iJiform you of the
situation."-LS (press), Delano Letterbooks, Illinois Historical Survey, University of Illinois. Urbana, Ill.; copy, Delano Letterbooks, OHi. On the same
day, Delano wrote to Orville E. Babcock, Long Branch. "I enclose a line for the
President touching my difficulties with the Quakers, in regard to the Northern Superintendency. They complain that they did not urge their claims for the
retention of White, because they felt assured from what I had stated that he
would not be molested."-Copy, ibid,
1873, FEB. S. Babcock Park, Philadelphia, to USG transmitting an unsigned
''True Statement of Matters Now Existing in Columbia Co. Georgia:Febuary 1873-Joseph. T. Curry, Came from Massachusetts, a little over a
year-ago, and established a School for the instruction of the Colored people.
Several attempts wer made by some of the white people, to interfere with the
said Joseph. T. Curry, but all, under color of Legal processes:--At last the conspiracy against Gods-poor was crowned with apparent Success. On the morning of January 30th 187 S:-at the hour of 2.:-P. M-Seven men, without giving
any warning eutered the tent of said Curry, and came to the bed-where said
Curry-lay, and arrested him on a warrent issued by one Evans Justice of the
Peace at the charg oftwo persons:-(Jones, and Baston:) declaring said Curry
guilty of adultry, and fornication. The prisoner was taken to Appling-Court
House, examined befor three Justices of the Peace, and held for trial, before the
Superior-Court, the fourth Monday, in March next. The whole thing has been
concocted, by those who are opposed to the Education of t he Colored race.
Finding that Ethiopea begins to be lifted up to the knowledge of God; and that
and that the babes, and sucklings, are learning to Sing Hosanna, and to say
'Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:'-the oppresser seeks to
drive-out Curry, and break-up the work of teaching, Gods-little-ones.. ..
Now the blacks out- number the whites in Columbia Co-more than two toone: and yet by a system of terrorizing on the part of the whites, the blacks are
hindered from voting:-so that the Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Jurors, Constables, and other officers, are elected by a minorety ef the people one white
votes for him-self: and two blacks. The majority of the citizens ofColumbia Co,
are without a voice in publick affairs: and the minority after shutting-out twothirds of the population, presume to call them-selves the representatives of the
State of Georgia.. . ."-Copy, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
1873, FEB. T. E. Wales et al., Burlington, Vt., to USG. "The undersigned,
citizens of Vermont and acquaintances ofGeneral George J. Stannard, late col-
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lector of customs for the district of Vermont, respectfully represent That there
is now pending in the United States Circuit Court for the district aforesaid an
indictment against Gen. Stannard, wherein he is charged with having, while
such collector of customs, misappropriated and embezzled certain public funds
which had come into his hands as such collector. That we, in common (as we
think) with all who are acquainted with Gen. Stannard, we fully believe that he
has not been guilty of any intentional misappropriation of any of the funds of
the government, or of any other violation of the law; but that the violation of
law with which he stands charged, was the result only of negligence, and the
want of attention on his part to the state of his accounts with the government. .. ."-OS (88 signatures), DNA, RG 60, Letters Received, Vt. See Benjamin F. Fifield, U.S. attorney, Montpelier, to Attorney Gen. George H.
Williams, Feb. 24, ibid. On March 8, J874, Emily J. Stannard, Burlington,
wrote to USG. ''Pardon me for addressing you as a stranger yet as my husband
being personally acquainted I think you will not be offended at my very rash
act perhaps you may not think it worthy of your notice. But I pray that you
may. No doubt you have heard the failure of my husband Genl. Stannard and
our circumstances, we have lived in the same place and was in hopes to hold
it, until now it is to be sold at Public Auction the 26th of this month, and we
have no way of procuring another home. And as the Gen! was one of our best
soldiers in the Army that it might be in your power to render him some assistance even if his pension could be raised wich is 90 doll. once in three months.
He is now trying the Insurance that brings nearly the same amount which is a
very small item to support our family that consists of four children one son
three daughters and as my health is very poor indeed as lam perfectly helpless
have lost the use of both my hands and arms can not raise either one to my
mouth. t herefore I am not able to assist my family in any way. If I could work
I would not ask this favor but it seems almost to hard for me to endure and so
cruel to be driven from our home in our present situation and the Gen] with
one arm and three fingers to help h,imself-in prosperity we bad plenty warm
friends now in adversity they seem to grow cold. But the 'Lords will be done.'
l hope an trust that you may peruse these lines with thought. perhaps you
may not think these statements true, but l can well assure you they are. in every
respect.... Please excuse these few lines as they are wrjtten by my daughter
Kittie wh[o] is quite young. This letter my husband knows nothing about.
please answer immediately and clirect to me.''-L, ibid., RG 48, Miscellaneous
Div., Letters Received. See SRC, 48-1-603, 49- I -1 354, so- 1-1 256; HRC, 481-680.

On Sept. 14, 1865, U.S. Senator Jacob Collamer of Vt., Woodstock, had written to President Andrew Johnson requesting revocation of an order mustering
out Brig, Gen. George J. Stannard.-ALS, ONA, RG 94, ACP, W 1029 CB 1865.
On Oct. 14, USG endorsed this letter. ''I would approve the revocation of the
order mustering Gn. Stannard out of service on the ground ofbim having been
badJy wounded and also that he was a valuable and brave officer."-AES, ibid.
On April 16, 1866, Bvt. Maj. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, Washington, D. C., wrote
to USG. ''I wish you·would have General Stannard retained in the service, till
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I can replace him by a proper detail. He is a brave & faithful officer and has lost
an a rm in the service"-ALS, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On June 11,
Johnson nominated Stannard as collector of customs, Vt. On June 8, 1870,
U.S. Senator George F. Edmunds of Vt. et al. wrote to USG requesting Stannard's reappointment-LS (5 signatures), ibid., RG 56, Collector of Customs
Applications. On June 9, USG reappointed Stannard.
187 S, MARCH I . USG endorsement. "Refored to the Sec. of State. Mt. Lesar
has been informed that he can not have a German Consulate. ettt He will be
satisfied with a Continental Consulship, and r think he will make a hi_gher order of public officer than is generally got for these offices."-AES, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on an undated
petition from Elias W Fox et al., St. Louis, to USG concerning Henry S.
Lasar.-DS (ts signatures), ibid. On Feb. 17, William McKee, Charles W
Ford, John McDonald, and William H. Benton wrote to USG. "The bearer of
this letter is an old personal friend, Henry S. Lasar, Esq, a lawyer of this citya r epublican without stain or blemish, and a gentleman of more than ordinary
accomplishments. He was a hard worker in the recent campaign, and did most
excellent service-..."-LS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment
followed.
187S, MARCH 1. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. "I have t he
honor to inform you that, in my judgment, no objection exists to the accompanying Senate Bill, No. 1597, r eceiving your approval."-LS, OFH. On the
same day, USG signed the bill, fixing terms for U.S. courts in Ky.
1873, MARce 3. Caroline Washington, Frankfort, Ky., to USG. '1 will be
very thankful If you would give me Some Information of my Son George
Washington he Enlisted In Montgomery .Missouri I have heard he was in
the Sixty First (6 1) Colered Infantry his Mother is very uneasy about him
you will do a kind favor By letting me know whether he is Dead or Not or
please give me Some Account of him he lnlisted in 1863 and I have not beard
from him Please do me this favor and If Possible"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Colored T roops Div., Letters Received. On April 29, the War Dept. wrote Washington that it had found no evidence of her son's service.-Copy, ibid.
187S, MA.ace 4. WiJliam R. Bloomfield, Grand Worthy Patriarch, Sons of
Temperance, Racine, Wis., to USG. "[ am directed by this Grand Division to
say, that they thank you, for t he noble stand you took on the first day of January last , at your reception, in excluding Liquors of all kinds from your board.
The custome having been so long observed, we can well understand that it required a considerable amount of nerve on your part to ignore it. and we are satisfyed that much good will result from your action."-ALS, USG S. On
March 6, W illiam E. Dodge, New York City, wrote to USG. "The Directors of
the Nat Temperance Society having been so much gratified by the course taken
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by yourself & the members of the Cabinet on 'New Years day' in not offering
Wine to those who called that day, they they have ventured to send you a sett
of the publications of the Society that you may see what they are doing to corr ect public sentiment Asking your kind acceptance . .."-ALS, ibid.
187 3, MARCll 4. U.S. Representative R. Holland Duell of N. Y. to USG. '1
beg leave to join with others, in asking that Col Albert D. Shaw of Jefferson
Co N. Y. may be appointed Marshal of the Northern District of New York.
Col Sbaw is in every respect well qualified for the place. He served with distinction in the late War, and is a sound and reliable Republican. I know something of his labors during the Presidential Campain of 1872. He made several
speeches in my Congressional District, and good results followed wherever he
spoke. His appointment would give entire satisfaction to the Republicans of the
District, and the Government would secure the services of a faithful and intelligent officer. I therefore most earnestly hope that he may be appointed."ALS, NH.i. On ~pril 15, 1869, USG had nominated Albert D. Shaw as consul,
Toronto.
1878, MARcR 4. John Albro Little, New York City, to USG. "I would respectfully petition your Excellency for the appointment to the Consulate at
Barcelona, Spain, or if that is unavailable, to some Consulate of the same Class,
in Italy or France. I held the Barcelona Consulate from 1861 to 1869 and the
records of the State and Treasury Departments, as well as of the Legation at
Madrid, will show that during said period the discharge of the duties of that
office gave entire satisfaction to the Govt, and that my official r esidence at
Barcelona was not without credit to myself.-The illness of my late Father,
Mr. Charles C. Little, senior partner of the firm of Little, Brown & Co, Law
Publishers, of Boston, caused my return from Barcelona on leave of absence in
1868, and also prevented me from applying to be retained in that office under
the new Administration in 1869. My knowledge of the French, Spanish, and
German languages, and training as a business man, will I trust enable me to
again discharge satisfactorily the duties of a Consulate. It may not be out of
place for me to add that I have ample means of support from my own property.
For further information as to my social standing &c. I would respectfully refer
you to the letters which accompany this, and also to my previous application
for a Consulate dated March 4th J861 , on file in the Department of State.'' ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid.
On June 12, 1874, Ginery Twichell, Boston, wrote to USG. "Henry Ruggles
has discharged the duties of Consul at Barcelona Spain with fidelity & ability
for four memorable years always at his post, thou.gh sometimes in personal
danger. he has been obliged to provide for his family & educate his two children apart from his post of duty, for two years he has been hoping for a
change of Consulates to some more lucrative one where he could Educate his
children. When I called your attention to Brussells for him you kindly asked
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me to inform him that place was provided for, and that there was no opening
at all desirable &c he has now resigned at Barcelona & Mr Schenck of Indiana takes his place. Mr Ruggles experience fidelity capacity & character so well
fit him for a better Consulate in some other country, which he seeks & for
which I heartily commend him to your most favourable consideration"- ALS,
ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed. On March 20, USG
had nominated Frederick H. Schenck as consul, Barcelona. Papers recommending Schenck are ibid.
1873, M ARCH 5. Orville E. Babcock to Secretary of the Interior Columbus
Delano. "The President cljrects me to say t hat upon reflection he thinks it will
be best to re-appoint all the Union Pacific Directors who are unobjectionable
and only change those against whom there are objections."-Copy, DLCUSG, II, l. On March l, Levi P. Luckey had written to Delano. "The President directs me to request you to hold on to the appointment of the Union
Pacific Railroad Directors at present"- Copy, ibid. As of Sept. ls, 1872, the
government directors of the Union Pacific Railroad were James F. Wilson,
Joseph H. Millard, David S. Ruddock,.John C. S. Harrison, and Horace F. Clark.
Clark died on June 19, 1873. Earlier in 1873, William Orton had written to
USG introducing Clark to discuss Union Pacific business.-William Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 8. See PUSG, 20 , 5- 6; SED, 431-24, 43-1-95; New Tork Times, Jan. 19, 23, June 20- 22, I 873.
On Feb. 26, 1869, Judge Charles T. Sherman, U.S. District Court, Cleveland,
had written to USG. "Springer Harbaugh of Pittsburgh, & myself, served,
with three others, for several years, as Government Directors of the Union Pacific R.R. He, with others, was over a year since, removed by President Johnson, & it is believed from political causes-The r emoval of Mr Harbaugh, was
injurious to the public interest-He was connected with the Road, from its organization devoted most of his time to its business, and upon his information
& advice the other Government Directors, relied in their efforts to protect the
interests of the Government-From my own personal knowledge, I can say,
that if Mr H. had been continued iTI the place, the well founded complaints
made the last year, as to the improper construction of the Road would not have
made-New appointments of the Governments Directors have to be made
before the 12th of March, by you, and I respectfully ask the appointment of
Mr Harbaugh-During this year, it is very important for the Government to
have on the Board, competent experienced & honest men, and as such, Tcannot too highly commend Mr Harbaugh-"-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment
Div., L,etters Received. U.S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio favorably endorsed
this letter.-AES (u11dated), ibid. On March 6, William McKennan, Washington, Pa., wrote to USG. '1 have signed a recommendation of the appointment
of Col. James M. Cooper of Pittsburgh as Director of the Pacific Rail Road.
Springer Harbaugh Esq, is an applicant for the same place, and has r equested
me to attest his personal character & integrity-I am glad, therefore, to be
able to say that Mr. Harbaugh has had large experience in business in Pittsburgh and that he has, maintained and enjoys a high reputation for ener gy,
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integrity & capability-"-ALS, ibid. On March 10, U.S. Representative
James S. Negley of Pa. wrote to USG. "Springer Harbaugh Esq: a highly respectable citizen of Pittsburgh Penn.'a, who for several years represented the
interest of the Government (under the appointment of President Lincoln) as
one of the Directors of the Union Pacific R. R.-And who was removed while
in the faithful discharge of his official duties through political influences of
the most questionable propriety, is now desirous of securing an appointment
as Commissioner on the part of the Government for the Union Pacific Rail
Road as a just vindication of his political opinions (which are strongly republican) as well as merited endorsement of his well known efforts to protect the
National interests involved in the enterprise-with the speedy completion of
the work...."-LS, ibid. Related papers are ibid.
On March 1, James H. Orne, Philadelphia, had written to USG. "The
bearer of this Mr James M. Cooper of Pittsburg is desirous of being appointed
a Goverrnent director of the Union Pacific Rail R-1have enjoyed the pleasure
of Mr Coopers ~cquaintance for the last twenty years, and from my knowledge
of him, think few men could so well and faithfully perform the duties that
would devolve on him, If you should decide to appoint him, [ shall feel myself under deep personal obligations to you- "-ALS, ibid A related petition
is ibid.
On March 17, Thomas E. Tutt, St. Louis, wrote to USG. ''Twould most respectfully ask your Excellency to appoint me a Director in the Union Pacific
Rail Road. I am a Citizen of Montana Territory, where I am largely engaged
in business, and feel confident, if appointed to the position, I could possibly do
something towards accomplishing a communication in the future, with t he vast
gold & Silver fields of Montana-You mentioned in yr. Inaugural address 'that
it would be necessary to unlock the vast mineral deposits of our territories',
and I know of no better way of doing so, than by extending Rail Road facilities
to us. I have never in my life asked for an office of any kind, nor would I do so
now but for the hope of benifitting my Territory Politjcally I have always,
acted with the Democratic party, but in the late Presidential Contest did not
vote at all-I enclose you a letter signed by Col. A. R. Easton and C. W Ford,
the former gentleman having known me for Twenty years. I shall r emain in
this City until the 16. :May."-ALS, ibid. See PUSG, 19, sso.
On April 14, U.S. Representatives Norman B. Judd and John A. Logan of
Ill. wrote to USG. "Mr Ladd whose recomendation is her eto annexed is one
of the ablest and most successful business men in Chicago. Formerly a merchant he is now President of one of Our largest Insurance Companies. He is a
thourough practical business man of high standing and character and peculiaraly qualified for the position of Government Director in the Union Pacific
Rail Road Co. The interest of Chicago is so large in the successful completion
and Operation of that road that Our citizens feel there is a peculiar propriety
in locating a Director there. The position and standing of the parties recomending Mr Ladd entitle their statements to consideration. Gen Webster
since his appointment as Director, has been appointed Assessor of Internal
Revenue at Chicago which renders a change proper and in fact expedient. It
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would be personally Very gratifying to me if Mr Ladd could receive the appointment"-LS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. The enclosure is ibid.
On Nov. 2, D. W Lafollette, New Albany, Ind., wrote to USG. "I see from
newspapers that the Hon, Jessee L Williams, has resigned the position 6.f Mas
one of the Gov Director of the Union Pacific Railroad-If no appointment has
beeJ1 made yet please consider me as an applicant for the position. 1 am an intimate friend of Judge W Q. Gresham, he and [ having been raised in the Same
neighborhood, and were boys together, and whose endorsement [ can get if
neccessary. I also refer to the Hon W. T. Otto Acting Sectretary of the lnterior, who has known me ever since I was admitted to the Bar. r am no Office
Seeker and would only wish the position to give me Some release from office
practice of the law because my health is Somewhat impaired thereby. [ was the
first Republican that Suggested your name in this city for the Presidency. I will
if desired fornish you the reccomendation of all the leading Republicans of the
District. I only desire to know whether the appointment has been made-''
-ALS, ibid.
On Dec. 5, 187 1, U.S. Senator Phineas W Hitchcock and U.S. Representative Johi1 Taffe of Neb. wrote to USG. "The undersigned beg respectfully to
recommend Joseph H. Millard Esq of Omaha Neb. for appointment as one of
the Government Directors of the Union Pacific R. It Mr. M. was one of the
early settlers of our State, and is one ofour most responsible and accurate business men-Has been Cashier of the Omaha National Bank since its organization and commands the confidence and respect of all our people-He is also an
active Republican-The Union Pacific R. R. traverses our state from East to
West for nearly five hundred miles- lts relations, in a business point of view,
to the interests of our State are of vital importance-We respectfully submit
the propriety and fitness of an appointment from our locality and we are sure
that the gentleman recommended is unexceptionable in all respects."-LS.
ibid. On Feb. 26, 1874, Hitchcock and U.S. Representative Lorenzo Crounse
of Neb. wrote to USG. "We respectfully recommend the re-appointment of
Joseph Millard Esq (whose t erm is about to expire) as Government Director of
the Union Pacific R. R. Mr. Millard is an able and faithful officer, and among
the most promi11ent and respected citizens of our state-"-LS, ibid.
On Feb. 13, 1871, U.S. Senator John M. Thayer of Neb. had written to USG,
"I respectfully but earnestly recommend the appointment of Augustus Kountze
of Omaha, Nebraska, to be one of the Government Directors of the Union
Pacific Rail Road. He is a thorough business man, is at the head of the First
National Bank at Omaha, is the leading financier north west of St Louis,-and
is a true Republican and a warm supporter of the administration. As the
Road passes through the whole width of Nebraska it but fair that there should
be one Director from that state.»-ALS, ibid. On Feb. 24, U.S. Senators
Oliver P. Morton of Ind. and Samuel C. Pomeroy of Kan. wrote to USG recommending Kountze.-LS, ibid. Gen. William T. Sherman, Senator Sherman,
and Anthony J. Drexel favorably endorsed this letter.-AES (undated), ibid.
On March 9, Gilbert H. Collins, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "Have
called to see you several times but failed to receive an interview My princi~
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pal object in calling was to suggest the name of & urge the appointmt of
Mr Agustas Kountze of Omaha to the office of US Comr on U P R Rd
Mr Kountze is Cashier & leading manager of ef First National Bank of Omaha
one of if not the wealthiest men in Nebraska. An ardent supporter of the administration-a tntefriend ofyour & a gentleman of the hjghest order of honor
& integrity & I think he is better posted with reference to t he Political & financial situation of affairs in Nebraska than any man in the State Trusting Genl
that you will give t his matter your favorable consideration ..."-ALS, ibid.
ln March, D. 8. Commons et al., Philadelphia, petitioned USG. "The undersigned beg leave to present the name of William I. Morris Esq Civil Engineer of this City as a suitable gentleman to be appointed one of the Government directors of the Union Pacific Railroad Co. Mr Morris has been for thirty
years successfully and creditably engaged in the construction and management
ofour Public Works, as Engineer as Superintendent and as President of Railroad and other Companies He has withdrawn from the more active duties of
his profession and has leisure, a part of which we believe might with great advantage to the public interests be devoted to the duties of the proposed position-the large experience of Mr Morris and his high character for capacity
and integrity amply fit him for this appointment which we therefore earnestly
request at your hands"-DS (7 signatures), ibid. U.S. Senator Simon Cameron
of Pa. favorably endorsed this petition.-AES, ibid.
On March l .'I, John Danforth, New London, Conn., wrote to USG. "When
you was Elected President. r then said L should not, ask for any office in your
Admrnistr unde you, 1 now am of the same oppinion, and do not beleave you
will give me. one, I, learn that you are soon to make a Nomination of a Commissioners on the Pacifis. Rail Road, on the Part ofGoverment. Will you allow
me to place a name before you for that Nomination?-1. send you many thanks,
for the nomination of Mrs Elizabeth A. Mower, the Wd ofGen! Mower, for the
Post office in our City, it was and has been the best act you ever done, let
me send the name for a Commissioners?"-ALS, ibid.
On Feb. 21, 1872, Babcock wrote to U.S. Representative James A. Garfield
ofOhio. "I spoke to the President, as you requested, about the appointment of
Hon. Amasa Stone, of Cleveland, as commissioner on the U. P. R. R He told
me to say to you that Senator Wade now holds the place and he does not know
that he intends to resign."-LS, DLC-James A. Garfield. See H. L. Trefousse,
Be,!jami11 Franklin Wade: Radical Rep11blica11 from Ohio (New York, 196.'I),

p. .'114.
On March 14, 187.'I, John Williams, Springfield, lll., wrote to USG. •·t
have a friend in NewYork. Mr John A Hardenbergh 112. Broadway who
would like the appointment of Government Director in the Union Pacific
Road. If you have not already filled these appointment[s] I can safely recommend Mr Hardenbergh as a gentleman every way qualified to attend to the duties, and will not abuse the trust should you conclude to confer the appointment upon him."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointmeut Div., Letters Received.
Also on March 14, Edward A. Small, Chicago, wrote to USG. "T am informed that certain appointments to fill vacancies on the Government Board of
Directors for the U. P. RR Co are shortly to be made and that these positions
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are under your control. I donot know that the information is correct; but if
so I shall be gratified to receive a position of the kind if it will not require the
relinquishment of my present position. I am, and for several years, have been
the Attorney for the Adams and American Express Companies; also for the
Merchants Despatch Transportation Company and by reason of this can readily obtain the aid large number of the first Railway Managers here in soliciting the position. Messrs Henry and Nathan Corwith, Mr B H Campbell, W H
Bradley Esq and others of your friends here are my friends also and would
gladly join in such a request. I understand the duties to be in no sense onerous
and the pay light; but I am less desirous of the pay than I am of the credit of
the position and the opportunity afforded thereby to advance myself. May I ask
the favour ofan early reply? Please present the best wishes ofmy wife and self
to Mrs Grant."-ALS, ibid.
In 187 5, the government directors of the Union Pacific Railroad were
Wilson, Millard, Harrison, Francis B. Brewer, and John A. Tibbits. See Calendar, Jan. 7, 1874; SED, 44-1-127.
187S, MARcH 5. Ella Boyd, Quincy, Ill., to USG. "I hope you will pardon me
for addressing you, but I wish to ask you some questions that I know you can
answer truly. [fa man born in Ireland, was taken by a press gang as they were
called, and placed on board a Brittish Man of War vessel, and there spent the
youtbful part of his life, and that vessel was wrecked on an island near the
coast, of North Carrolina, and he was tl1rown upon the coast, and from that had
to take care ofhirnself, Would there not be something due him from the Brittish Government for his time on that Brittish Man of War,? and if so and it
could be proven, could his descendents claim, it. You would confer a great favor, by answering these questions, but please dont say any thing about it any
farther now,"-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.

1875, MARctt 6. USG appointment of Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to a
U.S.-British joint boundary commission, created to determine "so much of the
boundary line between the territory of the United States and the possessions
of Great Britain as was left uncompleted by the Commissioners appointed under the Act ofCongress of August 11th 1856."-DS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. See
US. Statutes at Large, XVII, 457.
187S, MARCH 7. Charity Alexander, Alexandria, Neb., to USG. ·'we have
been informed that the Bill so long pending to pay the Indian damages has
passed and as we have lost considerable by them we would like to have more
positive information on the subject as to whether it is realy so or not and if so
how we -are to proceed to get what we have lost by them or who is the one
proper to take our case in hand. we have been on the frontier several years
trying to make us a home and should have succeeded well by this time only for
the trouble we have had by the horid Indians. I could write a book on this subject it arouses me so to think about it, but f will close by saying that I hope the
law has.passed as it will do justice and bring happiness to many a fro.ntier fam-
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ily. Hopeing it will be Convenient for you to answer ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 75,
Leners Received, Miscellaneous. On Jan. .21 and again on Dec. 2, U.S. Senator
Phineas W Hitchcock of Neb. introduced unsuccessful bills to compensate
settlers for damages from fndian raids.
187S, MARCH 7. James L. Calhoun, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I have the
honor very respectfully to ask the appointment ofConsul to Montreal, Canada,
and beg leave to submit the accompanying documents in support thereof."ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Jan. 22,
U.S. Senator Joshua Hill of Ga. had written to USG. ~My old and esteemed
friend Major James L. Calhoun, of Ala. like many other good friends of yours,
wants an office. He has been a lifelong democrat, but was independent enough
and sensible enough to vote for you. Maj. C. is the nephew of the great Carolina statesman-and is a gentleman of intelligence and character. He prefers
an office in his own State. He is well known to Senator Spencer-who knows
his deserts in a party sense. I would not presume to interfere with A11teftfflft
with the appointments for Alabama-But would be glad to see Major C. in
some suitable position."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment
followed.
1875, M.A.RcH 7. Juan Bautista Frener, Guatemala City, to USG. "In the
month of September, last year, I had the pleasure in forwarding to Your Excellency, through the Honorable Silas A. Hudson, U. S. Minister near this Republic, the model of plaster of a medal celebrating the Circular from the Department of State of the 16th of June, 187 I, relating to Swiss citizens resident
in this country.. .. I now have the honor to forward to Your Excellency
through the medium and kindness of Mr Henry Houben U.S. Consul here, the
medal of the foregoing model, in order to crown my poor efforts, which medal
in steel-die I have just now finished; ..."-ALS (signed John Frener), DNA,
RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Frener asked for a position at a U.S. mint. On
Sept. 20, 1874, Frener, "Government engraver of Guatemala," wrote to USG
asking if the medal J1ad been received.-ALS (in Spanish), ibid.; summary
translation, ibid. See Manuel Rubio Sanchez, Grabado,·6s dtJ Guatemala
(Guatemala City, 1975), pp. 16S-21S.
1873, MARCH 7. Va. Representative Joseph Jorgenson et al., Washington,
D. C., to USG. "The undersigned having earnestly recommended their fellow
Citizen Hon W W Douglas for appointment to a Consular position and believing him well suited for a place with emoluments exceeding three thousand
dollars and inasmuch as the size of his family will prevent his accepting a place
at less than that pay, they earnestly Pray your Excellency to except Dr Douglas from the operation of the Civil Service rules especially as his presence is
now imperatively needed in the Legislature of Va, of which he is a useful
prominent and influential member. And your Petitioners his fellow members of
the GenJ Assembly of Va will ever pray-"-LS (S signatures), DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid,

368

Calendar: MARCH 7, 18 7 s

William W Douglas was appointed commercial agent, Bradford, as of
April 12. On June 16, 1874, USG nominated Douglas as consul, Bradford.
187S, MARCH 7. James MacDonald, London, to USG. "As President of the
United States Dr To the undersigned in the sum of$ I I ,000. Eleven thousand
Dollars (coin) bcing the amount out of which he has been defrauded by the following Railway Companies viz t he Pennsylvania Central New York Central
Michigan Central paying their Interest in depreciated paper instead of hard
money as mutually understood when their Bonds were bought-Which nefarious course they have pursued under protection ofan infamous Act ofCongress
called the Legal '"(ender Act of l 861-And for which infamy General Grant
and all holding place in that disgraceful Government must be held responsible-... As the US Govts Cash Keeper Mr Boutwell says British Consols are
unsaleable out of Britain no objection will be made to receive them in liquidation of the above amount-if Mr B should have any in his keeping-"-ALS.
ONA. RG 591 Miscellaneous Letters.
187S, MARCH 7. U.S. Senator Aaron A. Sargent of Calif. to USG. "I recommend the appointment of Giles H. Gray as Surveyor of the Port at San Francisco vice Chas Clayton resigned."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Surveyor of Customs
Applications. On March 7, USG nominated Giles H. Gray as surveyor of customs, San Francisco.
On Feb. 14, George W. Dent, appraiser of merchandise, San Francisco, had
written to Frederick T. Dent. ''As the time is approacl1ing when the President
will be called upon to appoint some one to take the place of Mr Chs Clayton as
Surveyor of the Port of San Fran', whose resignation will be tendered very
soon, I deem it my duty to say-(and you are at liberty to so inform the President) that one of the aspirants-though a very clever yow1g man, in his way,
(Mr BeUingall) now one of the Oepy Surveyors, would not be a good appointment, for these reasons: 1st Incompetency. 2d He would reflect no credit upon
the President from the fact that he is djsgustingly profane, and insulting in his
manners towards gentlemen with whom he must necessarily come in contact.
sd He is too young to occupy the position-being probably not over 25 or 27
years of age. 4th I do not think the appointment would be acceptable to the
community. As for the other gentlemen named, no objections can be urged.. . .
You can exercise your pleasure about communicating these points to the
Prest. but 1 think I owe it to him as his friend."-ALS, ibid., Letters Received.
On April 10, Frederick MacCrellish, editor, Alta California, San Francisco,
telegraphed to USG. "Wrote you march twentieth 20th touching reappointment of my friend Deputy Surveyor did the letter reach you. Please answer
by this line"-Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On April 29, MacCrellish
wrote to USG. ''On the 20th of March I addressed a letter to you asking at your
bands the re-appointment of my personal friend Dr Wm H. Keith to the position he had faithfully filled for two years 'towit', deputy surveyor of this Port.
Dr Keith himself is an old republican, worked hard and faithfully for the success of the party and was entitled to the position. The AJta has been the
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staunch friend of the party and when other papers bolted the ticket stood manfully up to to the nominees. We helped to save the state in your first election
and have ever since supported every pronounced article of poli<..-y of your administration. For supporting the Postal telegraph bill we are now being punished by the Western Union Telegraph Company, by having to pay ten pn"ces
for Pacific coast dispatches over those paid by other papers. .. ,"-ALS, DNA,
RG 56, Surveyor of Customs Applications.
1873, MARcH 7. Rowland E. Trowbridge, Birmingham, Mich., to USG. "ft
affords me great pleasure to furnish to my young friend Wilcox the influence
ofmy name to secure, if possible one of the Presidential nominations for West
Point. He possesses, I think, rare characteristics for a Military career. He is a
son oft N. Wilcox Esqr of Detroit & nephew of Genl. Orlando B. Wilcox of
the U. S. A. His Father, though never asking any thing for himself, has rendered us very valuable political service in this State, & during the war, though
he had then never been a Republican he was one of the earliest & most earnest
supporters of the Government. It will be personally very gratifying to me to
see him succeed in this application.''-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence,
USMA. Related papers are ibid. North Willcox did not attend USMA. Elon F.
Willcox, son of Col. Orlando B. Willcox, graduated from USMA in 1878.
1873, MARCH 9. William S. Hillyer, New York City, to USG. "My special
friend Col I. E. Messmore has a son who desires an appointment as a cadet at
West point. Col M was first introduced to me by Gen1 Rawlins who was his intimate friend. Since that I have been an intimate friend ofCol M. He served under you in the army and was with us at Shiloh. His son I do not personally know
but I do not think Col M could have a son who was not in every respect a
gentleman. lfl yettunderstand that this matter has already been presented to
you by representative men of the Republican party of Michigan. If there is
anything that l could say which would add weight to the recommendations already given I wish you to consider it said."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Isaac E. Messmore, Grand Rapids, Mich., endorsed this letter. '1
mo$tearnestly ask the appointmt for my Boy-He is my only Boy & very dear
to me~My frend general Rawlin~ first instilled the idea of going to West
Point into the mind of the Boy--"-AES (undated), ibid. Related papers are
ibid Appointed to USMA in 1875, Charles L. Messmore did not graduate.
1873, MARCH 10. Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn, to USG. "I wish to solicit
your interest in the case of Mr Geo. F. Dunning, which will be laid before you
by Mr J Murray, who will present you with this letter-Mr Murray is an erly,
earnest, and successful advocate of your election, & a firm friend, whose word
may be implicitly relied upon-The case of Mr Dunning was one, unquestionably of wrong doing, but thro' weakness, rather than thro' wickedness He is
un1versally esteemed in Brooklyn, & his delinquency came like a family grief to
hundreds of households. It comes near to me, because his relations are my dear
& long tried friends. I am persuaded that the ends of justice will be better
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served by lenient treatment. than by extreme rigor, and I earnestly wish that
you may see it to be consistent with your duty to the public to exert a kindly
influence in this matter."-ALS, Stowe-Day Foundation, Hartford, Conn. On
Nov. 6, USG pardoned George F. Dunning, sentenced Nov. S to two years io
prison for "presenting false claims to the Government, in connection with the
business of t he United States Assay Office at New York.'1- Copy, DNA, RG 59,
GeneraJ Records.
1873, MARcH JO. Margaret A. Patterson, Lincoln, Ill., to USG. "I wish to
write breifly as possible (for I know your valuable time cannot permit of
lengthy letters or requests) of a dear & only brother who is at the Government
Hospital for Insane. he is the only son of a widowed mother & was transfered
to Washington over a year ago. when he was able atal to do so he wrote us,
but since last Sep we know nothing of his condition. We have no friends in that
busy city & have written t he Superintendant of that lnstution (Dr C. H .
Nichols) several times without recieving any reply. & a particular friend of
your Excellency knowing your goodness of heart (even to the poor & humble
in life) together with strong love for our Soldiers, advised me to address the
Executive of our People to gain information of our loved one, until he was
transfered to Washington my mother (who has known better days) received his
Pension but now in her old age assists me in gaining a li.velyhood, & we feel as
if when my brothers pension had been approriated to that Instution for his care
& support we ought to hear from fttffl or concerning him, .. . He was 1st Lieutenant of Co. H. 106th Reg ms lnf name James. W. Berry.''-ALS, DNA,
RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
1878, MARCH 10. George A. Seaver, "Principal of School, Merrimac Iron
works," St. James, Mo., to USG. "May it please your excellency to allow the petition of a lowly and humble citizen to receive your attention My petition is,
that my sympathy and affiction ar e deeply interested in the welfare of our
country and I, having Served for twenty, or more, years in the lowly capacity
of a Schoolteacher, would petition your excellency to grant a cadetship at West
Point Military academy for three of my Scholars, and two also at the Naval
sd1ool at Annapolis for two more, all of whom are very excellent young men
and close and faithful students, having studied under me the usual course of
Arithmetics Robinson"s Series and continued in the Same through Algebra,
Geometry,, Botany, Nat. Philosophy, Latin & Greek9 language and the discontinuance ofmy School leaves them to seek instruction elsewhere as my health
leaves me unable to continue, and not one of my Scholars yet have gone into
the National Schools. I have no claim to anything meritorious, by which I
would fain Say that I had right t o special favor except that at the beginning of
the r ebellion I found out some plots in relation to the Seizure of the arsenal at
st Louis & t he Seizure of Cairo
while teaching near Jonesborough which J
immediately sent to H.is Excellency Governor Yates in disguise of direction to
J-lonble N. Bateman, S. of Pub. Ins. Ill, and that while I could not Serve the
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countrey by active Service I did all I could in the Union League and furnishing hospital supplies ...."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Unsuccessful Cadet Applications. Edwin J. Jolley, one of Seaver's students admitted to USMA in I 87 5, did
not graduate.
187.3, MARCH JO. U.S. Representative J. Ambler Smith of Va. to USG. "It affords me pleasure to add my testimony to the worth of Dr Jorgensen of Prince
Edward Co: Va-I have known the Dr for years as an earnest and able Republican I hope he may succeed in getting the position his friends ask for him''-·
ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications. Related papers are
ibid. On March 1, 18 70, USG had nominated Joseph Jorgenson as postmaster,
Farmville, Va.; on March 2 1, I 87 S, USG nominated Jorgenson as collector of
customs, Petersburg, Va. On April 12, H.B. Pierce, City Point, Va., w11ote to
Julia Dent Grant. ''Please pardon this liberty of addressing a lady of your
rank, -but 'tis said by one wiser than myself that nescessity is the mother of
invention-and be this my plea. I have for three years past held the position of
Dep'ty Collector of Customs at this port-and have, as r trust, consistantly attended to tl1e duties: a new Collector is oflateappolnted-Dr Jorgenson who
proposes to remove me, as I learn, and appoint a colored man in my place. Of
bis ability to perform the duty, I say nothing-as I judge no man- yet I believe myself better qualified than he-..."-ALS, ibid. On May 18, 1874, USG
nominated Jorgenson as postmaster, Petersburg, to replace Rosen G. Greene,
whose term expired on June 7. Before nominating Greene on April 15, 1870,
USG wrote an undated note to Culver C. Sniffen. "Reappoint Rosen G. Greene
postmaster of Petersburg, Va."-AJexander Autographs, Inc., Feb. 4, 1997,
no. 8SS.
1873, MARCH l J. USG proclamation r emitting fines levied on "owners ofthe
brig 'George Latimer' for violating the provisions of the Act to prevent the
wearing of sheath-knives by American seamen, ..."-Copy, DNA, RG 59,
General Records. On the same day, USG issued a warrant authorizing the re rnission.-DS, James S. Copley Library, La Jolla, Calif. See US. Statutes at
Large, XTV, S04.
187S, MARcH 12. USG order. "Agreeably to the recommendation contained
in the foregoing letter of the Secretary of the Interior, of this day, the following described lands in the Southeastern part of Nevada are hereby set apart for
the use of the Indians in t hat locality: .. .''-DS, DNA, RG 75, Orders. RED,
45- S- 1, part 5, l, 7 57, 47-2-1, part 5, II, S40, 49-2-1, part 5, r, 56 I; SED, 482-9 5, 496; S D, 55-3-166, 10-11, 57-1-452, I, 866-67. Also in l87S USG issued or endorsed orders concerning reservations in Calif. (Round Valley), Ore.
(Nez Perce), Minn. (Chippewa), New Mexico Territory (Mescalero Apache),
Montana Territory (Gros Ventre, Piegan, Blood, Blackfeet, and Crow), and
Washington Terr itory (Puyallup and Swinomish).-OS, DNA, RG 7 5, Orders;
copy (of the last), ibid., RG 48, Indian Div., Letters Sent. The above documents
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and another for Arizona Territory ("for the Indians of the Colorado River and
its tributaries'') are printed in sources listed above.
1873, MARCH 12. Sarah Hackett Stevenson, Chicago, to USG. ''Enclosed
please find recommendation of Gov. Beveridge & the promise of oue from mr
Washburne, written while at Galena in Nov. [ expect to sail for Europe,
April 5, as a member of the Educational commission to Vienna Exposition, and
shall probably see Mr Washburne before I could get a reply to a letter I might
write now-1 shall ask him to write you more fully in regard to my brother, as
he is an old friend-of our family In the mean time, if it is possible, I hope
you will give Celso the appointment for he is a positive enthusiast upon the
subject of military education & life-The brother next him in age is a prominent member of the Nebraska legislature, and might be able to render you
some service.n-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Letters dated
March 11 from Governor John L. Beveridge of Ill. and Sept. 25 from Celso F.
Stevenson are ibid. No appointment followed. For Sarah Hackett Stevenson,
see Chicago Tribitne, Aug. 15, 1909.
1873, MA.acH 12. Mary Tassin, Washington, D. C., to USG. "The charge
preferred against A.G. Tassin by Lt Palmer Wood was a conversation which
occurred in Tassins private quarters in presence of his wife & when said Wood
messed with them as an accommodation to him. Wood did not repeat the conversation till 3 (three) months after it occurred; the fact that he has been compelled to change his company several times for ungentlemanly conduct, is a
sufficient estimate of his standing. If the first charge is investigated you wW
find it too ridiculous for me to explain."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 1231 1873.
In an undated letter, U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton oflnd. et al. wrote to USG.
•·'The undersigned, Senators and Representatives in Congress from the State of
Indiana, respectfully recommend for an appointment in the Army, Col Augustus G Tassin, a citizen of Indiana, and in support of such recommendation invite attention to the following statement showing the military record of Col
Tassin, during and since the war, terminating with his discharge at his own request on the !st of December J 870, under the act approved July 15th
1870.. . ."-LS (13 signatures), ibid. USG endorsed this letter. "See Sec. of War
in regard to aptg 2d Lt."-AE (undated), ibid. Related papers are ibid. On
March 19, USG nominated Augustus G. Tassin as 2nd It., 12th Inf.
1875, MARCtJ 13. U.S. Representative George F. Hoar of Mass., Worcester,
to USG. "I have become quite intimately acquainted with Hon Legrand W
Perce of Mississipi during four years that we have served together in the House
of Representatives. I regard him, with perhaps a single exception, as the ablest
among the i,epresentatives of the state$ lately in rebellion, and one of the most
useful men and soundest republicans in the House. I hope he may be continued
in the public service, which lam sure would a very large number of the members of the last and of the next House"- ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment
Div., Letters Received. No appointment followed.
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1873, M ARCH IS. U.S. Representative Samuel Hooper of Mass. to USG. "The
Poet Mr Longfellow is much interested in the fortunes of Mr Luigi Monti, our
Consul at Palermo, whose original appointment by Mr Lincoln was due in great
measure to his friendship. Mr Longfellow writes me of Mr Monti, 'though
Italian by birth he is half American by marriage and long residence in this
country, and is thoroughly imbued with American sentiments." Others who
know him well bear the same testimony. And believing as l do that Mr Monti
is an excellent consul, I veuture to ask that he may be continued in his office. It
would be very gratifying to me if you would enable me to relieve the anxieties of Mr Longfellow, and also to please the large family connections of
Mr Monti's wife, who are constituents of mine in Boston, and are much interested in this request."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On May 12, USG appointed William S. Pearson as consul,
Palermo. On Sept. 8, Pliny Jewell, Hartford, wrote to USG. "You will probably
reccollect that my Brother Marshall spoke to you when in New Haven last may
about 'Mr Monti' consul at Palermo Sicily, hoping he could be retained in that
position, and which was declined for good reasons. I now hear from him that
the new appointee has arrived there, but does not like the place, and will resign on the first of Oct. I hope it will be for the interest of the department to
reinstate Mr Monti in the consulate. He is a very efficient man and a gentlrnan,
and though an Italian born, resided and was educated in this country from a
small boy."-ALS, ibid. Luigi Monti was appointed vice consul, Palermo, as of
Oct. 6. See Andrew Hilen, ed., The Letters of Hwry Wadsworth Longfellow
(Cambridge, Mass., 1966-82), V, 658, 689.
On March 26, 1874, John S. Mosby, Washington, D. C., wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish. "I called at the Department today in reference to
the Jamaica Consulship to which you were kind enough to appoint my friend
Mr Frazer. Mr Frazer is an accomplished scholar who desires to spend a few
years in Europe-preferring a residence in France, Germany or Italy in order
to extend his acquaintance with the language & literature of those countries.
If you can then in any way substitute a European feto Consulate for the one at
Jamaica you will not only render a great service to me in the Congressional
canvass in which I am about to engage but also to a gentleman who will represent the government with honor abroad. His family consists only of himself
& wife."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
On April 14, USG nominated Robert Frazer as consul, Palermo.
1873, MARCH 13. Moses Sneed, Statesville, Tenn., to USG. "I had a son in the
federl armey that faught the war through and then died he never lived to get
home I drawed his bounty and $50.00 of his wages and they told me when I
drawed that they was six: hundred dollars due me and I have made ever efort in
my power to get it but have failed I am a colerd man 69 years old and i.n needy
circumstances I have suported you in both your elections and I want some information as to whether I can get any more pay and also whether I am intitled
to a pension or not and if I am tel me how to proceede to get it Jesee price is
the man that has ben tending to my buisness and was when I drawed but they
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have ben puting me off one way and an other and I think that they are doing
me rong some way or other and I want you to give me a start so that I can get
it if it is wright for me to have it captain coleas nows me and he can inform
you about the whole matter my son was in his company I. and I am told that
he lives in wasbington city at this time direct your letter to Statesville wilson cty. tenn to Old Moses Sneed tend to my case . .. l am now at this t•ime
very near helpless with the rumetics and out of money and provisions"-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Colored Troops Div., Letters Received.
J 873, MARCH I 5. USG note. "If a Consulate of one of the higher class can be
given to Joseph G. Moore, of Miss. it will be satisfactory to me."-ANS,
Columbia University, New York, N. Y. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Joseph G.
Moore as consul, Trinidad de Cuba.
1873, MARCH 15. Henry S. Sanford, Washington, D. C., to USG. ''I beg leave
to tender to you my ser vic.es in a diplomatic character jn Europe.-An Experience in that field dating from April 1847 (At111.ehe ~ St Pe~ersln,rr; Missisn),
iH ~ & tttt: Htspll.fls -Afflerie11.i, ~ , and familiarity with fftett' foreign
languages & politics, should enable me to make such services useful to the
country. Motives of health constraining me to ~ absent myself from the
country a portion of each year ftM'611.d, I would be glad to enter again the public service, abroad, & to aid in furthering your foreign policy by turning to
useful account the knowledge acquired in that field to which I have devoted
myself mainly for most of the past twenty six years."-ADfS, NRU. On
lMarch 16), Sanford wrote to Orville E. Babcock on the same subject.-ADfS,
ibid. See PUSG, 19,237.
On Apdl 23, 1874, Sanford; Brussels, wrote to USG, "I venture to write to
express the very great gratification caused by your Veto of the Inflation Bill,
announced in today's Telegrams, The vast majority of property-holders in our
country will share in this feeling & breath freely again, now that this danger
which menaced them has been russipated by you.... I found, on this side, on
landing a fortnight ago, a general impression most unfavorable to us: that the
present financial Bill was but the prelude to farther inflation & possible
qualified repudiation by change in the character ofour public Securities, and a
consequent decrease in confidence in our credit. Your Veto will restore that
confidence and I congratulate the country that it has a President who had the
wisdom & firmness to give it!"-ALS, USG 3.
On Feb. 18, 1876, Sanford wrote to USG. "Just before sailing in the 26th
ultimo, I wrote a brief note to Senator Conkling, to suggest t he expediency of
a discriminating duty on Slave-grown products, not only for its political effect
at home, but for the advantage of the South and its influence abroad. Reflection on the subject since, leads me to venture to call your attention to it. The
expenses of the war in Cuba are paid by the Slave owners there who, in fact,
collect themfrom us in return for their Sugars. A practical measure of this kind
could not be called an unfriendly act as against Spain, and would be a fair and
effectual blow to the war and to Slavery in Cuba. Again, it would promote,
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greatly stimulate in fact, the culture of sugar in Louisiana, Texas and Florida-attract capital and enterprize, and vastly increase the propriety of those
states, to the glory of your administration and the benefit of the Republican
party. And with respect to coffee, Brazil is profiting from us immensely from
its sale of this rapidly increasing product, t he proceeds of which go mainly to
purchase British goods. Why not encourage its culture by our republican
neighbors, Mexico and the Central American States, and where it would all be
exchanged for our products, and where new sources of wealth would be developed for our farther benefit, as 'Manifest Destiny' extends our borders! The
world would generally look with favor upon such course, as the natural completion of the Great Act of Emancipation at home, that we should protect our
Freemen from the unpaid labor of foreign slaves. We have a tariff to protect
our people from pauper labor abroad, but what a higher and more far reaching Philanthropy a measure which shall protect our lately emancipated slaves
from the competition of those owned be the armed opponents of Cuba Libre!
Pardon t he liberty l take , .."-Copy, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
1873, M.wcH 15. U.S. Representative J. Ambler Smith of Va. to USG. "I
learn t hat Col: J. W. Jenkins of Petersburg Va will be pressed by his friends for
an appointment to a first Class Consulate. f have know Col Jenkins for years
and take pleasure in stating that he is one of t he ;i.blest stump speakers in our
state. He is a gentleman of Character & has great influence in Va"-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are
ibid. On Jan. 27, 1874, USG nominated John W. Jenkins as secretary, Colorado
Territory. See New Tork Times, July 31, 1869.

1873, MARCH 15. Morgan Thorp, Great Valley, N. Y., to USG. "you will no
doubt be somewhat surprised, to receive a letter from a backwoods farmer residing in Cattaraugus Co Newyork. But as the influance and power of the head
of a great Nation is felt to its uttermost extr emit ies, is my excuse for introducing the subject of this epistle upon your notice. I was raised in Cattaraugus,
and have for fifty years lived near t he Allegany Indian Reservation, am personaly acquainted with many of the Indians, and have watched with interest the
affect of the various laws upon them bot h State and National, with all the other
appliances used for their good, and have all ways felt like droping a t ear of sympathy for their unhapy condition To see the desperate strugle on one side to
hold on to a t-raditional Barbarism, against the tidal wave, and overwhelming
rush ofchristian civilisation. Many of the Inclians see this, and wish to become
citizens. The late act of Congress would have t he effect to encourage and
strengthen this class of our Indian friends. And it is from this class, and their
most r eliable white friends that we hear the most serious regretts that the good
President has withheld his signature from tltis wise and beneficent act of Congress. Ther e is however a class of Indians (and they are the shrewdest and
smartest on the Reservation) that are opposed to it, and for the same reasons
that the Ephesians had against the preaching of Paul. Their craft is in danger.
Not so with the comon Indian. They feel that they are wronged by the ab-
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sorption of most of the rent out of their corrion property by a few sharpers
among them, and would much rather trust their rights to white men or the
government. There is also a class of whites that are opposed to the Bill. The
universal chronic squatter on t he Reservation. Persons leasing paches here and
there for producing purposes. A class from which the lndians receive but little
advantage, pecuniarily, moraly, or socialy. The moral mau, The buisness mah,
The best men, including the honest Indian, are the class of men that do most
deeply feel the sting of defeat of their cherishe hopes of a change for the better contained in that Bill."-ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, New York
Agency. See HED, 42-S-l , part .5, I, 584-86; CR, 43 - 2, 908-20; U.S. Statutes
/Lt Large, XVIII, part 3, pp. 330-3 l.
1873, MARCH 16. Mrs. L. M. Lesesne, Lake City, Fla., to USG. "Do be
pleased to send us seventy five or one hundred good white soldiers to protect
us. Enclosed find particulars of the state of affairs existing in our Midst, taken
from the 'Union' and 'Sentinel' two of the best Papers Published in our State. I
did hope the authorities in Florida would make an arrangment to punish the
offenders, & prevent a recurrence of similar atrocities, but thus far, their attempts have been miserable failures. Our laws are defied, & our officers fled to
a neighboring eCity because they have no protection here from midnight assassins. Hon. W W Moore, our Postmaster is not able to attend to his duties,
in the Post Office for fear ofbeing murdered. & Tcannot see any way except to
close the Office. I have been an Assistant P. M, for several years at this place,
have been personally acquainted with Mr. Moore & his family for more than
ten years, they are highly esteem by our best citizens. Mr. Moore is a firm supporter of your administration, and a gentleman of note & ability, having more
friends in Columbia County than any person that I can mention. r did not think
there was anyone in this whole section who wished to injure him, & upon the
night refered to, he had not a single weapon for defense at his house, so unsuspecting was he of danger. Again I entreat, that you, will send us aid at once,
and may the blessing of Heaven rest upon you, & yours."-ALS, DNA, RG 60,
Letters from the President. Newspaper clippings are ibid.
1873, MARCH 17. Judge Alexander Rives, "Carlton," Va., to USG. "I cannot
refrain from conveying to you my hearty thanks for the favor you have shewn
to my recommendation of my young connexion, Frank C. Morris, for a place
in the Naval academy at Annapo\js. I have just heard that his appointment has
reached him and given the greatest pleasure to his family and friends. ram but
little less indebted to you for placing my friend Wm T. Early on the board of
Examiners at West Point. I trust both of these appointments will do us good in
this State. I am sorry, you have found it necessary to forego your contemplated
visit to the South. I hope, you will find it practicable to do so in October or November next. I am sure, it would be attended with the best results to our party
and your administration. Be pleased to accept assurances of my grateful r egards & most friendly wishes."-ALS, USG s. See P USG. 19, 276. Frank C.
.Morris attended U.S. Naval Academy but did not graduate.
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On April 24, 1874, Rives, Charlottesville, wrote to USG. "I cannot r efrain
from rendering you my hearty thanks for your veto of the inflation Bill. As
your friend and admirer, l hail it as the crowning grace of your successful administration. As a citizen, I regard it as a vindication of public faith, and an assurance that before the close of your term, great progress will be made to a
convertible currency, and sound theories ofFinance. I regard your message as
absolutely fulfilling a great public need in recalling the people to a sensible
view of the Currency. With sincere admiration of your nerve, patriotism &
sense, ..."-ALS, USG 3.
18 73, MARCH 18. Frederick W. Ferris, Aurora, lnd., to USG. ". . . For several
years previous to the breaking out of the Rebellion, [ was a citizen of Woodville,
Wilkinson Co Miss, engaged in a large and lucrative practice (med) and had accumulated a fine property. Shortly after the commencement of hostilities 1 was
twice offered, and twice refused the appt ofStaffSurgeon in the Rebel Army (by
Jeff Davis himself ) -1 then applied for a pass by which to take my family and
my self with.in our lines, which was refused I was then twice imprisoned in the
Co Jail upon charges of 'disloyalty to the South' After being let out, my prop~
erty was all confiscated by the rebel Govt and my family and my self subjected
to the grossest insults, and I, shot at several times and once wounded-As soon
as I possibly could I made my escape from Woodville and succeeeded in reaching Vicksburg where, though the influence of Genl McPherson I obtained the
appointment of Actg Asst Surg USA and ordered to Natchez Miss-some time
afterwards (with the aid of troops) I was enabled to get my family to Natchez.. . Having lost all my property at the hands of the rebels, I am left absolutely
dependent upon my profession for support,-That, and my Wife's health, have
caused me to make this appeal to the Administration for an Office in a climate
where the probabiljties are, that we can both recover our health, and wher e I can
be of use to the Government- ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 59 , Letter s of Application and Recommendat ion. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed.

187S, MARCH I 8. George N. Propper, ''Atty of the Yankton Bar,'' White
House, to USG. "Fearing t hat time may not be given to say what I wish to, l
beg, to state a few of the many things in writing why I wish to see you. By the
change, yesterday in the Judgeships in Dakota, Geo W French is put in the 2nd
Judicial District, in place of Brookings, this is at the Capitol. Two years ago
French was legislated out of this District because of incompetency, and assigned to Pembina, where there was no business. last year the business had so
increased, that the US Prosecut ing Atty. wrote the Atty Gen! to grant French
a leave of absence duing the then approaching Tenn, this was done, and an
associate sent to hold the Term, the reason of asking the leave was that French
was incompetent: totally incompetent. By one of his (French') rulings in our
District, a murderer was acquitted, who was a short time thereafter hung by a
mob, within eight miles of the Court where by the ruling he was acquitted: the
offence being an additional murder. His ignorance and incompetence, is such
that should he go back there to hold a Term of Court, I fear violence will be
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done to him: the people are so incensed: that already I hear from Dakotians in
this City the fear expressed t hat French will be mobbed We ask an honest
competent Judiciary, and have co.nfidence in the belief that you desire that we
should have, but, we know that French must be withdrawn and some other
name sent in to give us an honest & competent court....''-ALS. DNA, RG
60, Records Relating to Appoiutments. In [1869], U.S. Senator Hannibal Hamlin of Maine had written to [USG]. '1 see it stated that Territorial appointments may be made or considered to day-I d.esire that Geo. W. French of
Maine, shall be appointed one of the judges for the Territory of Dakota. Cannot I be gratified in that little matter?-"-ALS (undated), ibid. A related letter is ibid. On April s, 1869, USG nominated George W. French as chiefjustice, Dakota Ter ritory. On March 13, 1878, USG renominated French as chief
justice and also nominated French as associate j ustice, Dakota Territory, to replace Wilmot W. Brookings. On March 16, USG withdrew French's renomination as chief justice. On March 24; U.S. Senator Oliver P, Morton of Ind.
w rote to USG. "I enclose the a letter from Judge French which explains itself.
Mr Brown whom you appointed Sec of Wyoming territory is capable offilling
a better place and would make a good judge. Ifit met your approbation to nominate him for Judge Frenchs place in Dakota it would be gratifying to him and
his friends Senator Buckingham has requested the committee to hold up his
nomination for Secretary. I hope he may get one or the other"-ALS, ibid. On
March 22-, French, Washington, D. C., had wr itten to USG. "Personal . . . Allow me to most respectfully request that you immediately withdraw my nomination now pending in the Senate for the office of associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Dakota Territory . . ."-ALS, ibid. On March 24, USG
nominated Alanson H. Barnes as associate justice, Dakota Territory. On
Feb. 12, 1875, USG nominated French as secretary, Wyoming Territory, to
replace Jason B. Brown, who n ad resigned. See Howard Roberts Lamar, Dakota
Territory 1861-1889: A Study of Frontier Politics (New Haven, 1956), pp. 118,
IS8-S9,

On March 15, 1873, USG nominated Peter C. Shannon as cniefjustice,
Dakota Territory. On July 16, 1872-, William H. H. Beadle, Yankton, Dakota
Territory, had written to U.S. Senator Simon Cameron of Pa. concerning judicial officers in Dakota Territory.-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to
Appointments. Cameron forwarded this letter to USG. "This letter urges act ion on a matter on which conference has been had. The Republicans of Western Penna want Judge Shannon appointed to this vacancy, and have strongly
expressed that desire to you. But his friends, and yours, require his powerful
aid in the present campaign and do not want him sent away until it is over."AES (undated), ibid. On Dec. 18, Orville E. Babcock wrote to Attorney
Gen. George H. Williams. "The President directs me to say that he would like
to have P. C. Shannon of Pittsburg, Pa. appointed to the first TerritorialJudgeship made vacant."-Copy, DLC-USG, II , 1. On April 9, 1869, James K.
Moorhead, Pittsburgh, had written to USG. "I take pleasure in reccommending t he Hon Peter C Shannon of this city for the Mission to Portugal-Judge
Shannon is a gentleman oflearning and ability, formerly a Democrat but more
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recently an active ardent Republican, and by his powerful and persuasive eloquence on the stump rendered very valuable aid to our party during the Presidential campaigns of 1864 & 1868. As a Judge on the bench of the District
Court here be gave very general satisfaction, His appointment is wel merited
and would be well recieved."-ALS, DNA, RG 69, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. On Nov. 20, 1872, U.S. Representative Glenni W Scofield of
Pa., Warren, wrote to USG. "I wish to recommend for some foreign mission
Hon. P. C. Shannon of Pittsburgh. His name has been associated by many
friends in this state with the mission to Russia & I think him worthy of it. For
many years he has performed a great deal of patriotic labor in our state & is
fairly entitled to party recognition."-ALS, ibid. On Jan. 1, 1875, John W Forney, Philadelphia, wrote to USG recommending Shannon ain connection with
a Territorial appointment-either of that as Associate Justice of Utah, Governor of Utah, or New Mexico, ..."-LS, ibid. Related papers are ibid.
On Feb. JO, Andrew J. Faulk, Yankton, wrote to USG. "I most respectfully protest, as a citizen, against the re-appointment ofJ. P Kidder to the position of Judge for thi-s Territory-on the ground of constant and increasing
intemperance. He has always been, since my acquaintance with him, a confirmed
inebriate. But since his re-appointment, in l869, his career has been rapidly
downward, until now he is an open, shameless, and almost helpless drunkard,
entirely disqualified, by long and persistent self abuse, from fil1ing a Judicial
position with safety to the citizen, or honor to the Government. .. .''-ALS,
ibid., RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. On March 11. 1869,
Walter A. Burleigh, Washington, D. C., had written to USG. "Four years ago
President Lincoln appointed Hon J. P. Kidder an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Dakota Territory-I have known him well during that time.
He has proven himself an able Lawyer, an upright efficient Judge and a most
estimable citizen of our Territory-I sincerely hope Judge Kidder will be reappointed and allowed to return to our Territory, where he has established his
home and endeared himself to the people, by a course of official and private
conduct which has ever reflected honor upon his profession-"-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. On March 13, 1873, USG renominated Jefferson P Kidder
as associate justice, Dakota Territory. On Feb. 18, 1875 1 Kidder, Vermillion,
Dakota Territory, wrote to USG resigning .his office.-ALS, ibid., Letters Received, Dakota Territory. On Feb. 5, USG had nominated Granville G. Bennett
to replace Kidder.
On Nov. 9 , !SH, Charles D. Bradley, St Louis, had written to USG. "I beg
leave herewith to make application for appointment to the office of Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Dakota, where a vacancy in
that office will probably soon occur on account of the recent election of the
Hon J. P. Kidder, a present incumbent, to the office of delegate to the 44th Congress of the United States... ."-ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. A related petition is ibid. On Dec. 15, 1875, USG nominated Bradley as
U.S. attorney, Colorado Territory.
On Feb. 18, U.S. Senator Daniel D. Pratt of Ind. et al. wrote to USG. "The
undersigned of the Indiana Delegation respectfully recommend for appoint-
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ment as Associate Judge of Dacotah Territory, Sidney Keith Esqr. of Rochester
Indiana, as a man well qualified by his legal attainments and high moral character to succeed Judge Kidder elected Delegate"-LS (10 signatures}, ibid. In
the same month, U.S. Senator John J. Patterson ofS. C. et al. wrote to USG recommending Oliver Shannon as associate justice, Dakota Territory.-LS (so
signatures), ibid. No appointment followed.
1875, MARCH 19.

USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of State.":_AES,

DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of March 12 from Governor William P. Kellogg of La. to USG. "I r espectfully recommend to your favorable consideration Col Geo Williamson of
Shreveport La Col Williamson is one of the most prominent and influential
citizens of this state He was once elected to the US SeJ1ate by the Legislature
of La and in June last was nominated for Governor by the Reform Convention
in this City He was an open and avowed supporter of yourself and your Administration and this was made the chief objection against him before the democratic convention which met to consider the nominations of the Reformers
Having withdrawn as a candidate for Governor he visited California during the
summer, and made a speech in San Francisco strongly endorsing yourself, which
was published far and wide Returning to this city he made speeches here and
elsewhere defending your administration and advocating your reelection His
hig h character and position secure him genera] respect in Louisiana Should
he apply for a position, as he informs me he may do, connected with the State
Department I sincerely hope his application may receive favorable consideration"-LS, ibid. Related papers are !'bid. USG wrote. "Geo. W Williamson,
Schrevesport, La. a lawyer of standing served in the rebel army but accepts the
situation and supported republican ticket''-AN (undated), ibid. On Dec. 2,
USG nominated George Williamson as minist er to the Central American
States, comprising Guatemala, Costa Rica, Honduras, Salvador, and Nicaragua. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVII, 142.
1873, MARcH 19. U.S. Senators Abijah Gilbert and Simon B. Conover of Fla.
to USG. "We cordially join in requesting the appointment of Wm. P. Dockray,
as Collector of Customs for the District of Saint Johns, Florida. Mr Dockray
has the support of the business men of Jacksonville and is a gentleman of high
personal character- long experience in commercial affairs-and of unqualified republican principles. He is well qualified for the position."-LS,
DNA, RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications. On March 22, USG nominated William P. Dockray as collector, St. Johns District, Fla. On May 24,
Dockray, Jacksonville, wrote to USG. "On the 26th of March it was your pleasure to appoint, and the U.S. Senate to confirm me as Collector of Customs for
t his port. About the time Treceived my appointment, I addressed a letter to the
Secy of Treasury requesting his construction of the law of March 2. 1799. Sec
86. on account of my being part owner of a stm, Boat . . . Yesterday Telegrams
were received here stating you had appointed one John R Scott. (a Negro, who
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can neither speak, or write the English language correctly) as Collector of this
port and D istrict Under the circumstances, l am persuaded you would not
have made a change at present, unless false representations had been made to
you, by some of the Congressional delegation of this State-It is to be exceedingly r egretted that this state has been, and still is, disgraced, by such an
unscrupulous set of Political adventurers, in Congress as Osborn- Conover,
Purman and the drunken negro 'Walls' Their main object, in obtaining appointments, is to pay these ignorant negroes for their votes in placing t hem in
their present positions, regardless of the disgrace they attach to Federal
Offices-If t be Govt through the influence of such unmitigated political
scamps, chooses to put unqualified, ignorant ,negroes, into the most important
offices, to the exclusion ofsubstantial, Respectable, and educated white men, of
superior Republican principles then that Govt must have reached the lowest
round of the ladder of disgrace, & Civil service reform become a mere by word
& hissing- These negroes began at me so soon as my appt was made, and I
have their letters as also one from eConover, stating, 'Opposition to my appt
would cease by my appointing, such & such to a position under me-' I r eplied to Conover, I had always been captain ofmy ship and intended to sail her
in the best interest of the Govt regardless of fear, or, favor But few in t his
state of intelligent whites, would beleive Conover, Purman & Walls under
oath-It was my intention, if I found it necessary to decline my appointment-to recomme11d, most earnestly the Appointment of Major J no. S.
Driggs, Deputy Collector, and Inspector of the Port, which position he has occupied the past 8 years -... Besides his qualifications, is he not under t he Civil
Service Rules entitled to the promotion-. .. P. S. The sent iments I have expressed is endorsed by all the Respectable portion of this community-who
regard the appt ofScott as an insult to thell)-& their intelligence No white,
who knows anything about the business of the office, will serve under him."ALS, ibid. See Endorsement, Oct. 7, 1872. On Dec. I, 1873, USG nominated
.John R. Scott as collector.
1873, MARc1:1 20. USG eudorsement. uState Dept. Left as recommendatory
for Consulship."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of Feb. 27 from Lt. Gen. Philip H . Sheridan, Chicago. "Colonel Bernard Leibold served with tne in the Army of the Cumberland as a Br igade C-0mmander. I have a very high regard for him as a faithful
soldier. He was with me as a Colonel and Brigade Commander in t he battles of
Perryville, Stone River, Chickamauga, and Missionary Ridge, in the last battle
was slightly wounded. It gives me pleasure to make t his acknowledgment of his
services whilst with me. He after wards continued with other Commanders until the close of the Rebellion."-LS, ibid. On April 11, Bernard Laiboldt, St.
Louis, wrote to USG. "I take the liberty to call your attention to the matter of
my application for an -appointment, and to the letters of Lieut. General Sheridan and Thomas Fletcher Ex. Governor of Missouri, which I left with you when
I called about the middle of the month of March. At the time I called on you I
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had not time to explain my case to you as fully as I would wish. I served
through the Mexjcan war under Colonel Easton At the breaking out of the
rebellion I organized troops at the first call and reported at the Arsenal. After
the close of the war t served as Chief of Police of St. Louis and afterwards as
County Marshall. I am afflicted with rheumatism contracted in service during
the late rebellion and Physicians have advised a change of climate as the best
means of relief Awaiting your favorable action ..."-L, ibid. Related papers
are ibid. In July, 1875, Laiboldt wrote to USG seeking appointment as marshal, Eastern District, Mo.-LS, ibid., RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. No appointment followed.
187S, MARCH 20. USG endorsemeut. "The Sec. of the Treas. may send the
nomination of Ceburn L. Harris for Collector of the Raleigh district of North
Carolina, leaving out both the Collector & Assessor."-AES, DNA, RG 56,
Resolutions Received from the Senate. Written on a letter of March 1 7 from
U.S. Representative William A. Smith of N. C., Boon Hill, to Solicitor Gen.
Samuel F. Phillips. ''I See that Mr Pool and I. J. Young are about to carry out
their threat that I Should not control even a forty dollar Post office in my district. After my Zeal and the great amount of money Spent out of my Own pocket
to advance the republican cause I think the President will do me great injustice
to appoint my enemies to office in my district. You will confer a favor ifyou will
See the President and tell him the facts in connection with this matter. I presume that Pool or his friends have done me injustice in their representations to
the President-"-ALS, ibid. On March 20, USG nominated Ceburn L. Harris
as collector of Internal Revenue, 4th District, N. C., to replace Isaac J. Young;
on March 21, USG withdrew the nomination.
I 87S, MARCH 20. James Longstreet, New Orleans, to USG. "Please allow me
to recommend to your favorable consideration the application of an old and
cherished friend Col. J W Fairfax of Virgi_nia. Col Fairfax is an applicant for
the Naval office at Norfolk, or Marshall of the Eastern District of Virginia. If
you find it consistent with your official obligations to favor him, 1 shall deem it
a high personal favor, and I feel assured that you may rely upon him as a firm
friend and earnest supporter."-ALS, OFH. No appointment followed.
187S, MARcH 20. U.S. Senator Aaron A. Sargent of Calif. eta[. to USG. "The
undersigned Senators from the Pacific Coast strongly recommend Benjamin P.
Avery ofSan Francisco as Minister to China vice F. F. Low, resigned. Mr. Avery
is one of the best writers and thinkers of the Pacific Coast, identified for over
hventy years with its interests, a man of high attainments and of tine business
qualilications, of irreproachable moral character, uni·versally respected and admired, whose appointment would shed lustre on your administration. The intimate relations of business between Asia and California make an appointment
of minister from that State peculiarly appropriate; and, no man we could name
from that state would better fill the place."-LS (4 signatures), DNA, RG 59,
Letters of Application and Recommendation. Be1rjamin P. Avery joined the 1849
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gold rush to Calif. and became a prominent San Francisco newspaper editor.
On April 9, 1874, USG nominated Avery as minister to China. Avery died on
Nov. 8, 1875. On Dec. 11, USG nominated George F. Seward to replace Avery.
See PUSG, 19, 523-24.
1873, MARCH 20. William T. Ward, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I desire an
appointment either diplomatic or commercial, and ask of you, instead of your
secretaries, for the reasons, first Because you know me, and your secretaries do
not, secondly because you know better than they, what place can be given me,
without creating any dissatisfaction to the party: they looking only or principally to their own department, you to all the departments. My reason for asking office is because in fighting to sustain our union, I contracted a desease in
the glands of my t hroat, which has increased yearly, until I have some fears
for the future, unless I can be sent to some milder climate, .. .''-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On March 21,
Gen. William T. Sherman endorsed this letter. "General Ward of Kentucky was
one of the very first to volunteer in the War, wa.s constantly on duty all the
time, and commanded a Division in all of the operations of the Cumberland
Army up to & including Atlanta-He continued with me to Savannah Goldsboro, & to the end of t he War. I think General Ward is fairly entitled to the
personal care of the President, and of the Governmt, and I bespeak for him the
friendly action ofGeneral Grant."- AES, ibid. Related papers are ibid. Also on
March 21, Benjamin H. Bristow, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "It has not been
my habit to annoy you with general applications for office, but a r equest now
comes to me which I cannot disregard. The friends of Gen. W. T. Ward of
Louisville have determined to ask a kindness for him at your hauds, and, well
remembering the gallantry and efficiency of Gen. Ward as an officer of the
Union army, and knowing his earnest advocacy of your reelection last year, I
most heartily recommend him to your Excellency as not only worthy your
confidence, but entitled to your highest consideration."-LS (press), DLCBenjamin H. Bristow.
On May 13, Ward, Louisville, wrote to Sherman. "General Grant has returned home; and is again making appointments, yet nothing heard from my
application...."-ALS, DLC-William T. Sherman. No appointment followed.
1873, MARctt .21. H. D. Perry, Albany, N. Y., to USG. "I take the liberty of
writing you in reference to the affairs of your late Consul to Aspinwall, and my
lamented husband who died at that place last October. Mr Perry had repeatedly said to me that the wife of a Consul was entitled to three months salary
after his death, and many of his friends here have thought that I should receive
his salary up to the expiration of his term of office-.. . IJaving spent some
time with him on the Isthmus I well know how faithfully he devoted himself to
the discharge of t he duties of his office, .. ."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Ou April 7, Perry wrote to USG seeking help in pet itioni11g
Congress. " ... The calamaties which have overwhelmed me since my husband's
appointment are almost incredible, and I find myself depending entirely upon
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the small income which will result from the sale of a home which is dearer to
me than life, where my children have been born and died, and where everything
reminds me of the loving care ofmy husband-Dear Sir this is only a woma11s
letter, pardon its want of conciseness & beleive that it comes from the despairing depths of a womans heart and r ask of you who are a father, for my little
fatherless children the aid which your influence may gi.ve."-ALS, ibid.
1873, MARCH 24. USG commutation of sentence for Charles H. O'Brien "to
imprisonment, at hard labor, in the penitentiary at Albany, New York, for the
term of his natural life."-Copy, DNA, RG .59, General Records. A D. C. police officer, O'Brien had killed Samuel };I. Cunningham in July, I 872, during a
dispute concerning Cunningham's wife. On Feb. 21, USG had stayed O'Brien's
execution, set for Feb. 27, "that time may be had for the prosecution of further
legal proceedings in the case."-Copy, ibid. U.S. Representative Benjamin F.
Butler of Mass. represented O'Brien. See Washington Evening Star, March I 9,
26, 1873.
1873, MARCH 24. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of War. If there are
not reasons unknown to me I think this application should be approved."AES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 12 1873. Written on a letter of March 20 from
Joseph M. Warren, Troy, N. Y., to USG. "Allow me to ask your favorable
consideration to the Enclosed statement in reference to the application of Col
McConihe for a furlough of Eight months, to visit Europe, and accompany
home his invalid and aged mother. His Hon the Secretary of War in denying
the request as granted by his Superior officers I am Confident was wholly unacquainted with the Circumstances of the Case-I am personally acquainted &
distantly Connected with the parties interested and if you Can Cause an order
to be issued granting the furlough as desired you will greatly oblige ..."ALS, ibid. On March 22, Adolph E. Borie, Philadelphia, wrote to USG on the
same subj.ect.-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid.
1873, MARCH 24. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of the Treas. l f
there is no difficulty in the way I suggest that Gen. Webster be permitted to
wait until the 20th of May to ee prepare for assuming his new office, and to retain his old one until that time."-AES, DNA, RG 56, Letters from the President. Written on a letter of March 21 from Joseph D. Webster, Chicago, to
USG. "Personal. ... I see my name among the 'confirmations' this morning. I
beg to express my thanks for your kind consideration. It will be a serious pecuniary loss for me to leave the Assessorship before the 20th May-the time
fixed by the Department. And besides I should have time to turn over t he office
in good order as I have uow had ·it for four years & would like to close it out
satisfactorily...."-ALS, ibid. Congress had abolished the office of assessor of
Internal Revenue as of July I, and added an asst. treasurer for Chicago.- US.
Statutes at Large, ){VII, 4,0 I, 54S. On March l 5, USG had nominated Webster
as asst. treasurer, Chicago.
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On March 18, Joseph Medill, mayor, Chicago, had written to USG. "When
I wrote you recently recommending Mr A. H. Burley for sub-treasurer of
Chicago 1 did not know that Gen J. D. Webster was an applicant therefor, and
first learned it from the enclosed dispatch to the Chicago Journal oflast Evening. I wish it understood that I would recommend no man for that place-against Gen Webster-not my own brother. There is no man in Chicago for
whom I bave greater esteem, or in whose integrity I have greater faitb."ALS, ICHi. On March 10, U.S. Senators John A. Logan and Richard J. Oglesby
of Ill. had recommended Augustus H. Burley for asst. treasurer.-DS, DNA.
RG 56, Asst. Treasurers and Mint Officials, Letters Received.
1873, MARCH 24•. To Attorney Gen. George H. Williams. "Hon.WW Belknap, Secretary of War, expecting to be absent a few weeks, has requested me to
authorize and direct William T. Sherman, General of the Army of the United
States, to perform the duties of Secretary of War during such absence. Please
advise me whether such an appointment would be legal."-LS, DNA, RG 60,
Letters from the President. On the same day, Williams wrote to USG, citing
an 1870 act prohibiting active army officers from holding civil office.-Copies,
ibid., Opinions; ibid., RG 94, ACP, 5090 1873. See US. Statutes at Large, XVI,
319. On March 29, USG authorized Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson to perform the duties of secretary of war.-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
1873, MARcH 24. J. Q. A. Bowlby, Astoria, Ore., to USG. "1funder the Civil
Service Rules as promulgated by Hon. Wm A. Richardson As1st. Secretary on
the 7th of August 1872, there is a vacancy in the office of Collector of Customs
in the District of Oregon: I desire to apply for the position in accordance witb
Regulation , . of said rules, .. . I have been Deputy Collector of Customs at the
port of Astoria District of Oregon for four years, and a short time since was
promoted to the position of Special Deputy, which position I now hold as the
records of the Treasury Department show. Mr. A. Hinman, the present Collector was reappointed two years since, hence I had no reason for sending an
application sooner, in anticipation of a vacancy. The telegraph now however
states that he is or is to be removed, and Mr. W D. Hare a non resident, who
has never been in this office, appointed instead. Mr. Hare is a resident of the
District of Willamette, but as he is an esteemable gentleman I onJy plead the
civil service which has cheered the hearts heretofore of many subordinates
throughout the United States, with the hope that they would be protected and
promoted as their services deserved . •. :'-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of
Customs Applications. On March 26, Alanson Hinman, collector, Astoria, wrote
to USG. '1 wish to state, that you were my first choice, when you were first
elected, and aho at your last election-I also state another fact, which is this. l
never have voted for a Democrat in my life; and I am about your age-Notwithstanding you have seen proper to remove me, 1 yet regard you as favorably
as hitherto. I am.of the opinion that you have been deceived in this matter, and
will tl1ank you for any information which you may see proper to impart. My
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term ofoffice would have expired, two years hence"-ALS, ibid. On March I S,
USG had nominated William D. Hare as collector.
1873, MARCH 24. William H. Fauntleroy, San Francisco, to USG. "I sent Dr
Barnes some papers to hand to you, and a request to make me a Captain, or to
do something else, all of which was very indefinite. Since I wrote my attention
has been given to a matter here, I think of great promise. Mr Levi Stevens, the
inventor of the Hydro-Carbon Furnace,' for economising fuel, has given me
written authority to put it on the Steam ship Vanderbilt now at the Mare Island
Navy Yard, as an experiment, hopi11g to introduce it on this coast. I think it will
save 50 per cent of fuel. Now sir, if he had given me authority to have put it on
the moon-I would have stood as good a chance of doing that-as I would to
put it on the 'Vanderbilt' without your order.... General, it gives me great
pleasure to see you in your high position, and I wish you and your family long
life. I often think of the old times on Columbia river in 1852-53, and have a
strong desire to go to Washington to shake hands with the old friends of those
days now residing there, About this request of mine, do that which you think
best."-ALS, DNA, RG 45, Miscellaneous Letters Received.
1873, MaRctt 24. J. S. Gr eathouse, Greenville, Ill., to USG. "In 1866 at Chicago when the corner stone to the Douglas Monument was laid, I had the pleasure of seeing you. I there introduced myself and son to you as the father and
brother of Lucien Greathouse deceased Coln of the 48th llis Volunteers.... My
father was a revolutionary soldier under Washington; my oldest brother was a
volunteer in the second war with the British from 1812, to I 815, under General
Harrison; I was a volunteer under General Sam Whitesides of Ills against the
Black Hawk; my oldest son was in the Mexican war ; and Lucien was four years
in the late rebellion. We only did our duty to our country; and I give this part
of the family record to show that weas a famjly have not been wanting in patriotism. And I now petition you as President to enable me to have my son educated at West Point .. ."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Unsuccessful Cadet Applications.
1873, [March 26]. Peter Cooper to USG concerning an amended charter for
New York City under consideration in the N. Y. legislature.-William Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892, p. 7. Governor John A. Dix ofN. Y.
signed a bill implementing a new charter on April so, 18?S.-New Tork Times,
May 1, 1873. See ibid., Feb. 26, April 19, 1878; Edward C. Mack, Peter Cooper:
Citixen ofNew Tork (New York, J 949), pp. 355- 56.
1878, MARCH 26. Herman T. Hesse, St. Louis, to USG. "Desirous ofobtaining the Consulship of Saxony, a Province of Prussia, I hereby submit to your
favorable consideration my application for the appointment...."-ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. John McDonald, supervisor of Internal Revenue, St. Louis, Charles W Ford, and John F. Long favorably endorsed this letter.-AES, ibid. Related papers are ibid. No appointment
followed.

Calendar: MARCH 26, 1873

387

1873, MARCH 26.

Granville Moody, Cincinnati, to USG. "My Son in Law;
P FYFFE; Commander; in the Navy of the United States; having been
on duty; in said service, some twenty five (25) years; is now on duty; in the
Boston Navy Yard; being in charge of the 'Nitre Depot'; located in Malden;
Massachusetts. His relatives and numerous friends, earnestly desire, his appointment, to the command of the 'United States Man of War' 'M1cH"1GAN;
cruising, on Lake Michigan;-whenever a change shall be made; according to
the 'Rules' of the Department; in the command of the vessle aforesaid! His
own Father, 'General Edward Fyffe'; who commanded a Brigade in the 'Army
of the Cumberland'; and DIED, in consequence of injuries received in the campaign of that Army, 'deserved well efhis country'; and his Government; and we
ask this command for his only Son; in view of the emine11tservicesofhis honored
Fatht!T; as well as a befitting recognition of his own, long and ejficient public
services in the Navy, and especially, in view of his heroic service on 'James River';
and in the waters of'Carolina'; in putting down the recent rebellion against the
United States! His eminent capabilities as a Commanding Officer and his
efficiency in service have been repeatedly acknowledged officially! You may remember; also; that I gave my 'oldest Son' to the Ser vice of his country, at the
age of Seventeen; ( 17) and he 0 1Eo in the Service, after four (4) years Service;
of which, the highest officers in the Army of the Cumberland; gave most unqualified commendation! The nameof'Lieut William H Moody-Topographical Engineer of the 14th Army Corps and chief Aid on the Staff of Major
General James S Negley'-his name; I say was the synonim of capability
efficiency-personal bravery-reliability and self forgetting patriot ism; and
now he sleeps in the honored grave of a Soldier; beneath the deep shade of the
pine grove, afar.! In his name; and i:n view of his long and arduous Services, we
ask this appointment ofmy Son in Law, Commander Fyffe; . .."-ALS, DNA,
RG 45, ZB File. On March Sl, Governor Edward F. Noyes of Ohio wrote to
USG on t he same subject. "... I desire especially to endorse all that Genl.
Moody says as to the distinguished military services of these two families, the
Fyffes & Moodys. In addition to what he says, l desire to say that Genl Granvill
Moody himself during the war fairly won the title of the 'Fighting Parson',
while in civil life he has contributed largely to the welfare of his country.. ."-ALS, ibid. On Nov. 26, 1875, Moody, Ripley, Ohio, wrote to USG
requesting promotion for Joseph P. Fyffe.-ALS, ibid. On May 25, 1876,
Moody, Baltimore, wrote to USG. ''PRIVATE.. . . I communicated to my daughter Mrs Fyffe; wife of'Commander Joseph P Fyffe,' of the United States Navy
(now cruising in the 'Monocacy' off the coast ofJapan) the kindly reception you
gave me; and the request for her husband's promotion; on account of general
services on James River; and especially for eminently heroic service, performed
at your order; in the 'Ram Fight'; by which the expected attack on City Point
was prevented; and of which you had perfect r ecollection! ..."-ALS, ibid.,
Letters Received from the President. No promotion followed.

JosEPll

1873, MARCH 26. Julia A. Nutt, Natchez, to USG. "I would be pleased to accept an appointment in the Army for my son, If you have a vacancy after sur-

388

Calendar: MARCB 29. 187 3

plying the West Point Graduates. The Cavalry would be prefered if there was
a preferance."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 3797 1873. On March 27, U.S. Senator James L. Alcorn of Miss. favorably endorsed this letter.-AES, ibid. USG
endorsed this letter. "Sec. of War"-AE (undated), ibid. No appointment followed. See PUSG, 16, 197-99.
1873, MARCH 29. James Geddes Day, St. Michael, Azores, to USG. "I have
the honor to send to you the first four pages of an 'Argument' which by the
next monthly steamer from these Islan~s I hope to complete with statistics &c.
in a form proper to be laid before yourself and your Cabinet, and the Senate. I
have written Mr Fish upon the subject and also Mr Buckingham of the Senate- I trust that Mrs Grant received the little earthenware specimens I took
the liberty to send her. I am having prepared for her some linen-work more
worthy of her acceptance-With sincere and respectful regards to yourself
and family . .."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Day's pamphlet
proposed a U.S.-Portugese commercial treaty to encourage trade with the
Azores.-Jbid. On Sept. 25, 1872, Day, Marshfield, Mass., had written to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish seeking the appointment of "either 'Consul' at,
or 'Bearer qf Despatches' to, the 'A~ores Islands." '-ALS, ibid., Letters of Application and Recommendation. See PVSG, 16, 80.
1873, MARctt !19. Jules Lanabere, New Orleans, to USG. "While in Washington in company with my colleague, Or. L. C. Roudanez, whom we had selected as OUT Messenger to cast the electoral vote of this State, I had the honor
ofbe.ing introduced to you by one ofour Senators, Mr. West. My outlays in furtherance of the triumph of Republicanism and consequently of the elevation of
my down trodden race in this, rny native State, had been so heavy, that I resolved to be an applicant for the office of Appraiser; and to that effect I entrusted in that regard my interests to t he Senator. But the course which he has
lately pursued is such that I have wit hdrawn from him that trust. And now,
Mr. President, such being the case, may I venture to directly apply to you for
the aforementioned office of Appraiser, now filled by Mr. Thomas Ong? My
nature and political sentiments are such that, were that gentleman worthy of
the patronage of the Republican Party, whatever influence I wield, would be
thrown in his favor. But it is notoriously known that he is not and has never
been a Republican. It is also welJ k;nown that during the last political campaign
he was opposed to the nominee of t he Republican Party for Representative of
the Parish of St. Bernard in which he r esides, he being a candidate against the
said nominee. He is both a personal and polical friend ofex. Gov. Warmoth; and
during the sessions of the Legislature ( l 87 1- 1872) of which he was a member
through the infamous means which that notorious individual used to secure the
election of his acoylytes, he was one of the most ardent defenders and supporters of those infamous measures which have disgraced the legislation of
Louisiana since its r econstruction. . .."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Appr aiser ofCustoms Applications. On May 20, U.S. Senator J. Rodman West of La. et al., New
Orleans; wrote to USG. "The undersigned of the Louisiana Congressional dele-
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gation-respectfully recommend to your favorable consideration Mr Thomas
Ong Local Appraiser at this port. We greatly desire his retention in ltis present office for political, public and personal reasons-..."-LS (6 signatures),
ibid. Thomas Ong continued as appraiser, New Orleans. See PUSG, 19, 444.
1873, MARCH 30. Eddie H. C. Upson, Otisco, Mich., to USG. "I write you a
few lines to ask you a favor ifit is conveniently in your power to assist me. I am
18. years old about 5 feet high and am a poor boy too. I have a long time wanted
to be a cadet a graduate of some college to be a great man and do something
for my country. I was born in New York city and after a few years my father
moved to Brooklyn and there died about to years ago & about 7 years ago I
came out here in the childrens Aid society of New York. And when living in
Brooklyn have frequently seen a few cadets marching along the street & have
felt just like stepping into the ranks and marching along with them ..."-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Unsuccessful Cadet Applications.
1873, MARctt 31. USG pardon for Thomas W Lendrum, formerly a clerk in
the Louisville post office.-Copy, DNA, RG 59, General Records. On
March 26, Levi P. Luckey had written to Attorney Gen. George H. Williams.
"The President directs me to say that a pardon may issue to Theo. W.
Lendrum, now confined in the Ry. Penitentiary for tampering with the mails;
on the ground of punishment already inflicted; the services of his family to the
country, and the previous good character of the prisoner himself"-Copy,
DLC-USG, II, 2.

[1873, MARc11]. USG endorsement. ''If vacancy exists retire"-AE (initialed, undated), DNA, RG 94, ACP, 4583 1872. Written on a letter of March 2
from Mary Doubleday, Fort Brown, Tex., to Julia Dent Grant. "I dislike very
much to trouble you but I feel quite desperate. We have been in Texas two
years, and my health is such that my doctor thinks I need medical treatment
which the Anny does not provide for ladies and I cannot get here. I am anxious to go north in May. On leave we lose pay;-the expense of going and comi.J1g from here to Washington is fully six hundred dollars, which is entirely beyond us to say nothing of current expenses. If Genl. Grant cannot retire Genl.
D. on his thirty years service, Wont he give him some duty that I may be able
to be treated for my trouble before it is too late. I hate to annoy you my dear
Mrs. Grant or even Genl. Grant for he must be harrassed continually. You both
have been so kind to me always that I ve.nture to tresspass upon you. Genl. D.
although able to attend to duty needs treatment also, as he has had a chronic
complaint for some years, which renders me quite anxious at times."-ALS,
ibid. Col. Abner Doubleday was retired as of Dec. l I.
[ 187.'.I], MARcH. Sandy Little, Wadesboro, N. C., to USG. "we colord poor laboring class of workingmen ar writing to you asking you to please to provided
for us to have colord citizens on the Jury box, we colord citizens do Not have
Justice on the Jury box and it is don on account of color and we ask you to
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please issue us a paper to go before the county commissioners with power of
the law and ask them the Reason why it is that thy colord citizens has been cutoff from thy wrights and denide from the Jury box we colord citizens wants
colord Jury Nomber 5 or Nomber 6 with the whites Next court friend us if
you pJease and jf you write and tell me what to do I will try to do So please
to do what you can for us we dont Stand back when we go to vote. We has
under Sined and a Greed to Suport your laws as requierd we beg for this as
Sistans as you our Strong is power number S6 Serrt this man to Raleigh to ex
Samand the Legislature has found out the truble of our county not having
colard Jury let us hear form you as soon as you Can . .. and also if you give
me the power of the paper that will bring old Anson county horn to the union
please to healp us in the Sight of gord"-ALS (docketed March 26, 1873),
DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
187 S, MARCH. Ark. Speaker of the House Charles W. Tankersley et al. to
USG. "We the undersigned your petitioners would beg leave Mr. President to
respectfully recommend Hon. John H. Johnson (Cold) a citizen of our State
(Arkansas) for the position as Consul at Honolulu Mr.Johnson is a member
of the present General Assembly, from Woodruff County. He is a graduate
from Oberlin College, a high toned gentleman and a polished scholar-If energy and unyielding persev,erance will accomplish the end in our Consular Department Mr Johnson will be found foremost in systemizing our Commercial
Agencies at our foreign ports. The appointment of Mr Johnson would receive
the hearty endorsement of alJ true republicans of Arkansas.''-LS (22 signatures), DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed.
1873, APRIL 4. Maggie Hurd, St. Louis, to USG. "'Please excuse the liberty I
take in writing to you. But I must plead old aquaintance. You will doubtless remember the Lady who was down at the Fleet during the War, and run the
Blockade with yourself and Mrs Grant. I have never forgotten your kindness
to me at that time. but have ever held you in greatiful remembrence, and as you
were so kind to me then it encourages me to ask you for a further interposition-in my behalf. I have a Son 17 years old whom I am desirous of getting
into West Point. . . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Unsuccessful Cadet Applications.
I 873, APRIL 4. John Taylor, Fredericksburg, Va., to USG. "My friend Judge
J. L. Orr told me some months before he left the United States for Russia, that
he would speak favorably of me to your Excellency in reference to some consular office or to the office of Post master in this Town, almost my native
Town.... I am descended on both sides of my House from ancestors who took
a leading part in the American Revolution of ' 76, & my paternal Grandfather,
'John Taylor of Caroline, was in the Senate of the United States when he died.
I lost a large Estate during the late Rebellion, & having been a Planter, & without a profession I find it very difficult to support myself, or to visit Washington
poor as I am, & therefore my thoughts & hopes have prompted me to address
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you in this mode, for your Excellency no doubt could aid us poor Southerners,
& we would serve you w ith faithful zeal, & none more so, than your Excellency's humble servant . .. P. S. I am probably known to Senator Lewis & to
Sener congressman from this District."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. No appointment followed.
1873, APRIL 7. Gen. William T. Sherman to USG. "Disapproved-This
young officer has not yet completed a full years service; and these favors excite
envy & unjust criticism.-Tbe Captain of the company and, one Lieutenant,and his 1st Lieut, is under trial and technically absent."-Copy, DNA, RG 94,
ACP, Letters Sent. On April 8, Mrs. S. T. B. Wetmore, New York City, wrote
to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish. '1 wrote a letter to the President some
days since, asking for a leave of absence of six months for my son, to go to Europe with Genl Cullum of the Engineer Corps, & my letter was put into the
bands of Gen\ Grant by Gen! Ingalls-But as the trip to New-York & Pennsylvania may make the Presidential mind forgetful of me & my application, I
want some kind friend to jog the President's memory on the subject. .. ,''ALS, DLC-Hamilton Fish. On April 9, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Wetmore.
~The President directs me to say that he received your letter of Mch. S I st and
regrets that the decision of the General of the Army is, that the desired leave
cannot be given your son, as the Company would not be left with two
officers."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.

1873, APRIL 7. Juan Vicente Mendible, Caracas, to USG. "In dedicating the
enclosed poem to the Presidents oftbe Republics, l have thought that l could
not send it to Your Excellency without accompanying it with a special communication, since Your Excellency is the most conspicuous representative of
the Great Republic of the North, the first-born daughter of democracy on our
continent, ..."-ALS (h1 Spanish), DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters;
translation, ibid,
1873, APRIL 8. USG commutation of Aiamable Galerneau, sentenced to die
April 25 in Dakota Territory, to three years in prison, "on account of his
extreme age, his general good char;1cter, and the fact that most of his life has
been spent on the frontier, far removed from the influences and restraints of
civilization."-Copy, DNA, RG 59, General Records.

1873, APRn 8. Edward W. Serrell, New York City, to USG.". .. Daily the cry
comes up from our sister Republic of Mexico, and the feeling has settled into
the minds of men that nothing can be done [fo] r that poor country unless t he
United States does it. When President Lerdo was raised to the Chief Executive, but a few short months ago, [a]t home and abroad he was looked to as the
(c]oming man that would regenerate his people. Works of improvement were
planned, roads, [r]ailroads, canals, light houses, lines of Steamers, [h]arbors,
were projected; internal and external [co]mmerce Was expected and an era of
good [\v]ill and plenty was predicted, revolution and [r]ebellion were to be for-
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gotten, and peoples wasted [a]nd torn for generations with internaJ feuds
[w]ere to learn war no more. All these bright visions have departed, the mjst
has cleared, but to shew stronger and more deadly combinations, incipient
evils and russensions that must, unless diverted, very soon again lay waste that
fertile unfortunate land.... Information of the most reliable character from
men ofthe highest standing, vouched for, has recently reached here, that at last
the [n]ational government of Mexico, realizes the situation. They have looked
the ghost in the [f]ace, have beheld its hideousness, they see that their nominal
republic, their borrowed, copied system, is no reality-is but a sham to deceive
and delude, that they do not comprehend and cannot work the machinery ofour
institutions independent of the central forces, that the government at Washington is the only centre [o)fa Republic for this continent, and reluctantly [a)s
they may admit it, are to day prepared to act, sofar as the northern provinces
are concerned, [u)pon this belief which has grown in their minds to a conviction...."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. See PUSG, 16, 897.
On April 21, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary. "Gen
Butler calls at my house in the morning and asks whether the State Dept. or
the Government would make any objections to the formation of an AngloAmerican Company for the purpose of purchasing from the Government of
Mexico the three northern states and organizing an independent Government
which would put an end to the Zona libre and establish order on the borders,
That it would eventually result in the annexation of those states to the U.S....
r replied that the proposition was novel and that I should prefer not to give an
answer on the spot or without reflection and consultation. But that I at present
saw no reasons why this Government should object to any of its citizens making a peaceful bargain with Mexico or its authorities or citizens, nor did I, at
present' see any reasons for objection on our part if Mexico voluntarily consented to the dismemberment of its own territory and allowing a new Government to be established in the part set off, if that part should be under the control of authorities friendly and under institutions similar to those of this
Government, but that we should unquestionably object if any European
influence were to control or have large representation in the new Government.... "-DLC-Hamilton Fish. See Nevins, Fish, p. 666.
On Oct. I 8, Thomas G. Williams and Albert E. Redstone, Washington,
0 . C., wrote to USG. "We most respectfully and earnestly solicit your close attentiou and careful consideration of the following subjects herein contained.
First, It is a particularly noticeable fact that ion the border and North Western
States of Mexico there is a large element of her citizens who appreciate by the
late removal ofcertain tribes of lnruans back to their U S reservation, the postponement of intricaces that must sooner or later arise between the United
States and Mexico. Second, that there is a large numer of the most intelligent
Mexicans in those states who feel impressed with the idea that the means of
lasting peace, future advancement and prosperity is only to be found in annexation to the United States. It is a well known fact that the condition of the government in Mexico is such that there is no safety for those who have enterprise
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in carrying on any legitimate business, and no enforcement of laws to protect
life and property. We wish especially to bring to the notice of the President the
judiciousness ofsending to Mexico, at this time, safe careful and competent persons to ascertain more fully the exact stat e of sentiment of the people with regard to becoming a part of the Government of the United States and to forward this idea with that people...."-LS,DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
187S, APRIL 9. USG endorsement. "The within request is approved and the
reser vation is made accordingly. The Secretary of the Interior will cause the
same to be noted in the General Land Office."-Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters
Sent, Military Affairs. Written on a letter of April 5 from George M. Robeson,
act. secretary of war, to USG. "In accordance with a recommendation of the
Comd'g General D ept. of the Columbia, I have the honor to iequest that the
reservation for t he Post of Fort Boise, Idaho Territory, as delineated on the accompanying plat be declared and set apart for military purposes. u -Copy, ibid.
Also in 1873 USG ordered land set aside for military reservations in Arizona
Territory (for t imber), Dakota Territor y (Fort Totten), Montana Territory
(Fort Ellis), and Colorado Ter ritory (signal station, Pike's Peak).-Copies, ibid.;
ibid., RG 15S, Military Reservation Files, Arizona.

1873, APRIL 9. Levi P. Luckey to John L. Tyler, Fort Wayne, Ind. ''The President directs me to say in reply to your letter of March soth that he was Quarter Master ofthe 4•th Infantry June 12, 1848, at the evacuation of t he City of
Mexico, hlit that he was not present at the ceremony of exchanging t he flags.
He was with his company at the Alameda, in the City of Mexico, at that
time."-Copy, DLC- USG, II, 2.
1873, APRIL 9. J. G.D. de Villegas et al., New York City, to USG. '1ntelligence has just been received from Cuba, by which it appears that Mr O'Kelly,
the Commissioner delegated by the 'Herald' to gather facts concerning the war
pending in t hat Island, bas been ar rested by the Spanish authorities, and is now
liable to trial by Court Martial.... Under these urgent circumstances, permit
us, Mr President, composing as we do the Directory Committee of the 'Society of the Friends of Cuba' to direct our feeble voice to you, the chief magis trate of this g reat People, and to respectfully ask your intervention in favor of
a man, now in great peril, and whose only offense lies in this; that having been
educated and accustomed to the practice of Republican Institutions, he has undertaken to disclose to the world, after personal investigation, and upon positive proofs, the actual condition of Cuban affairs...."-LS (7 signatures),
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On [April 14], "Mr. Stephen O'Kelly, a
brother of the captured Herald correspondent in Cuba, and a well-known
sculptor of Hartford, ... had an audience with the President, who received him
with marked kindness, and listened very attentively to what he had to say.
The President sent a letter to Mr. Fish, asking that official to use his influence with the Spanish Minister to have the captured correspondent t ried in
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Havana... .."- Washington National Republican, April 15, 1875. On April I 7,
Secretary of State Hamilton Fish recorded in his diary. "Admiral Polo de Bernabe speaks of O.'Kelly; while he knows nothing about it still he does not
think O'Kelly's life in danger; t hinks he has committed a great indiscretion but
that t he authorities will deal leniently with him."-DLC-Hamilton Fish. See
James I O'Kelly, The Mambi-Land, or Adventures <if a Herald Correspondent in
Cuba (Philadelphia, 18 74).
I 875, APRll. 10. USG endorsement. "If no appointment of Cadet is made by
the 1st of May, prox. let the boy recommended by the board provided for
herein be appointed by the Ex."-AES, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence,
USMA. Written on a letter of April 9 from U.S. Representative Frederick G.
Bromberg of Ala. to USG. "There is a vacancy in the Military Academy at
West Point belonging to the First Congressional District of Alabama. I am tl1e
sitting member from that D istrict, and my name is on t he roll of members, at
the office of the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the U. S. By law, the
people of the First Congressional District of Alabama ar e entitled to have a
representative at West Point Military Academy, and, by the same laws, the
designation of the cadet, is assigned to the member of the popular branch of
Congress, representing that District. I am refused the right of making such
designation, by the Secretary of War, on the ground of a rule of the Department, that where there is a contest, the appointment is held in abeyance, until
the contest is decided by the House. The operation of that rule is to deprive the
people, not the member of Congress, of the right to a representative at West
Point. ... My intention is, and I have arranged, to give the nomination to that
young man, inespective of party or color, who shall pass the best examination
before a board, at the head of which, will be the Superintendent of Education
for Mobile County. Asking a speedy consideration of my r equest, on account
of the shortness of time remaining, in which to make ·t he Examination and
nomination... ,"-ALS, ibid.

1875, APRIL I I. USG note. "If, in the judgement of the Qr. Mr. General, Miss
V. J. Lecompt can satisfactorily fill the clerkship now held by her brother there
is no obj ection to her being so appointed.''-ANS, DNA, RG 107, Appointment Papers. Gen. William T. Sherman had written to USG. "Will t he President be kind Enough to hear this young lady a minute. She is worthy & of good
family. Wants to work for t he famjly in place of her Brother, who is sick in t he
QM Genls office, but fears to have him vacate till She has secured a place-"AN (undated), ibid. On April 14, Q. M. Gen. Montgomery C. M eigs wrote to
Secretary of War William W. Belknap. "I have the honor to forward herewith
the application of Miss V. J. Le Compte, for appointment to a clerkship in this
office, in place of her brother, who is too ill to work, together with the papers
showing the result of her informal examination. Miss Le Compte is a br ight,
intelligent, and doubtless deserving young person. As a clerk she does not attain the standard of the ladies and gentlemen lately appointed in this office; nor
is she as skilful as some, who on competetive examination for promotion have
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been beaten by other candidates, but if appointed work can be found for her. Her
brother has been long sick and the desk he formerly occupied has been filled by
detail of another clerk; he has not been on duty for three months past. The note
of the President is enclosed. The Quartermaster General has no power to appoint."-LS, ibid. Victoria 1 Le Compte served as copyist under Meigs.
1873, APruL 12. Lt. Col. Thomas Duncan, Washington, 0. C., to USG. "I
have the honor to request the appointment of my Son, Joseph Y.l. Duncan as a
Second Lt. in the line of the Army-the Cavalry arm of the Service preferred.
This young man is twenty years of age; is well educated, is of good statute, excellent health and vigorous Constitution; has a great fondness for the Army,
and, in my candid opinion would make an excellent officer''-ALS, DNA,
RG 94, ACP, 3745 1873. On the same day Gen. William T. Sherman favorably
endorsed this letter.-AES, ibid. On Dec. 1, USG nominated Joseph W. Duncan
as 2nd It., 21st Inf., to date from Oct. 1.
1873, APRIL 12. Thomas B. McGee, "formerly of Covington Ky.," Washington, D. C., to USG. '1 had the honor of meeting you on Wednesday 9th inst,
On which occasion when pressing my claims for a Consular appointment, I
mentioned to you in a very hurried manl'Jer the fact of an acquaintance having
existed for the last Eighteen or Twenty years between your and my father's
fami1ies, and that courtesies had been shown and favors done for members of
your father's family on different occasions during that time. That among other
things I had performed some little services for your brother Simpson, during
his illness. I do not pretend to claim that because of the above mentioned courtesies or services that I am entitled to a position, but I do believe that if I am
equally as competent as others my application should receive favorable consideration at your hands...."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. On Feb. 25, 1870, James McGee, Leavenworth, Kan., had
written to Jesse Root Grant. ''You will recollect, that some time since through
Mr Crawford, I informed you ofmy brother Thomas being in Leipsic, that he
had acted as Vice Consul in the absence of Mr. Cramer, and was anxious to receive an appointment from the Gov. and to remain in Germany, He had hoped
if Mr. Cramer had returned to live in America, that he would have been able to
do something for him, In asmuch as Mr. Cramer continues in Leipsic my
brother would like the appointment as Consular clerk or some other position
in some part of the country, Owing to the desire of some of Mr. Cramer's
friends wanting the situation, there is a delicacy on his part in recommending
anyone, but he certified to the correctness of a petition signed by a number of
Americans for the appointment of my brother & which was sent to Washington, We are not as well known to you as we are to the other members of the
family. Your lady & Mrs Cramer & also Mr. Crawford can tell you all about us,
We will feel much obliged ifyou use your influence with your son or the proper
department in behalf of my brother Thomas B. McGee, It is almost three
years since he went to Europ,"-ALS, ibid. Jesse Root Grant endorsed this letter. ~This letter was r ecd to day-It explains itself-The writer J know well-
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He is in every sense of the word a strictly reliable rnan"-AES (undated), ibid.
Related papers are ibid, No appointment followed.
1873, APRIL 14. W. H. Druen, Philadelphia, to USG. "You will please give me
a little Information. Two men wearing the uniform ofCol's & the third one wearing the uniform of a Maj Gen. are now in our city. they are borrowing money
from the citizens of thjs city & my self & others hold the Generals notes for
various sums. Charles R Doron t he Maj Gen usa is a large man weighing 290
lbs. wears the shoulder straps with two stars in each. he told tne thls morning that he had just received a telegram from the Ajt Gen ordering him West
to take the place of Gen Canby who was killed quite recently by Capt. Jacks
forces. The said Charles R Doron Maj Gen usa. says he ca.me here for arms &
clothing & to receive his pay at Washington & then to proceed to take command of the Departt of the Pacific at sanfrancisco Cal. Let us know as quick as
possible lfthey hold commissions or are they impostors. I know there is something wrong. Maj Generals in the regular army are rather scarce. by give us
the Information soon you will save us from getttng worse swindled If those
three men prove to be what I suspect them to be dead Beats & frauds,"-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, ACP, 1720 1873. Henry T. Crosby, chiefclerk, War Dept., noted:
"no such person in the US Army as Chas. H. Doron"-AES (undated), ibid.
1873, APRIL 14. Frank Lacey, Point Pleasant, Ohio County, Ky., to USG. "I
enlisted in the army of the United States on the first day of October 1861 in
Co. F. Twenty- first Reg. Ky volunteer-Infantry-Was Severely wounded in
a Skirmish which occurred at Hutchinson's Plantation in Hart county on the
night of the tenth of the same month. Being unable to march with the Regiment I was left behind and went to Glasgow Kentucky. A lawyer of the name
of Gorin had been appointed Provost Marshal of the town-acting, so he informed me, under the orders of General Burbridge. Gorin put me on duty as
Sergeant of the guard. His instructions were to arrest all Suspicious or disorderly persons, also, any person heard talking Sedition on the Streets. While on
duty here J was informed by a loyal citizen named Charles Frank, that a noted
rebel named Carter, was in town, that he had heard him tell a rebel friend that
Morgan with his command was in the neighborhood that he had two Sons with
Morgan that he (Carter) would have them in town within 24 hours, and that
the Streets Should Run with Union blood. Taking Frank with me to identify
him l started to hunt him down as a Spy. l arrested and started with him to the
provost office. On the way there he attempted to escape at the same time making use ofof threatening gestures and language. I fired on him, the Shots proving fatal. ' This is the Head and Front of my offending nothing more.' And for
this I have been driven from my home and business, from a helpless family that
sadly needs my presence and protection. I do not ask for pardon, for I have
committed no offenc, but I most humbly beseech your Excellency, for the sake
of my dear wife and children to throw around me the means of protection that
may seem best suited to my case, and most good to you. Without protection
papers from your Excellency l am Ruined in business, and an exile from home.
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1h this note I will state to you that my Friends are of opinion that if they can
get me back to Glasgow the Rebel Kuklux will either bushwhack or lynch me.
For they must be aware that no law will touch me.. . ."-ALS, DNA, RO 60,
Letters from the President.
1873, APRJL 16. Frank M. Chapman, Piennont, White Pine County, Nev., to
USG. ''I take the responcibility upon my self to write to you as the Indians of
this neighborhood wished me to do so for the last six months past they have
tried for the past three years to work and try to get along they are a very industryous tribe of Indians and I think they have been imposed on in a shameful manner to my knowledge they have not received any thing from the
Agent for nearly three years and when they get a small piece of land some
White man takes it a way from them there has been twelve or thirteen of
them died this last winter from cold and starvation I have give them untill I
have nothing left to give. they came to me this morning and requested me to
write to the big capatan and see if they could not get some help I speak their
language a bitte and told them I would doo so this tribe I am aludeing to is t he
Goshoot Indians I hope you will be too kind to overlook them they would
farm and work if they were onely showed how some of them know-''-ALS,
DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Nevada Superintendency.
1873, APRIL 17. William Sailor, Marietta, Pa., to USG, "We must have St
Domingo t he only Democrat left history of Texas,"-Telegram received,
DLC- USG, TB.
187S, APRIL 2 l. Levi P. Luckey to John Jones, postmaster, Asheville, N. C.
"Your letter to the President is received. The circular of the 'Rev. J. Hale Barney· is a fraud. The person who assumed that name and sent the circulars
through the country has been arrested by the Government detectives and I
trust will be severely punished. I return you your ten dollars, which you enclosed in your letter. The whole swindle has been ventilated in the papers
withiJ1 the last week, since the arrest of the parties."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
The fraud involved a purported White Rouse fund.raising effort to recover
money spent on the 1872 campaign. See New York Times, April I 7, I 873.
187S, APRIL 22. Oliver Cotrell, Grand Island, Neb., to USG. u •• • I am a going to aske the question for us all Setlers here are wee to have our selves and
famileys murderd by the Indians or are wee to have protection. Thare is not
one of us but if you will use your powr and in case ofeney trouble wee are willing to fight in self defence of the or against the Indians. I hope that you will
have the leinenecy to bare with this appeal as J am a going to enclose a Horrible deead or the acount of one as it appear in one of our county papers you
will see that this dead was laid to one of the party a traping but since this was
printed his body has bin found and now the true light has come it was the
work of the Indians and this hapend but about (SO) Thirty miles of quite a thick
setlement of us. Now if thare is eney danger will you pleas let us know and if
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Wee are to have protection this summer pleas let us know that allso so that wee
may s.tve owr lives and fftftt those of owr little ones. Now this is the true statement of affairs here and wee are here yet but wee do live in fear imd do not
know what moment our Stock will be driven off by the Noble Red man and owr
lives taken...."-ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Miscellaneous. A clipping is ibid.
[1873), APRIL. John W Marshall, Georgetown, Ohio, to USG. ''When you
were visiting our Home in the summer of 68 you kindly offered me an appointment to the Military Academy. I have untill very recently, been in ignorence of
the reason why I never received it. l have learned that a citizell of our place informed you, that my Father (J. G. Marshall) was denouncing your Administration. Such is not true. I have often heard him say, 'Grant has made as good
President as the Republicans could have got.' This does not comport with the
statements made by the gentleman of this place, whoever He may be. I have
beard him say He would vote for you in preference to Hor.ace Greely, although
I do not know how He voted. I feel that I am in every way qualified for a place
in the academy, and hope you will consider my claims favorably. ]fit should be
that you have made all your appointments, please do not forget me should any
fail to go through. Our people are alJ well at present. Hoping you and your
family are enjoying the same invaluable blessing, I await your pleasure. hoping
I will hear from you soon."- ALS (docketed April 22, 18 73), DNA, RG 9-t,
Unsuccessful Cadet Applications. Sec PUSG, 19, 323-24; ibid., 15, 32-9.
1873, MAv 1. Rutherford B. Hayes, Fremont, Ohio, to USG declining appointment.-ADfS, OFH. On March 25, USG had nominated Hayes as asst.
treasurer, Cincinnati; on March 26, the Senate tabled the nomination. On the
same day, Hayes wrote in his diary. "I am glad General Grant appointed me. It
enables me to decline an office of profit just as I leave Cincinnati, and so to leave
with a well-rounded political record. But the office I would not take except as
a means of keeping hunger from the door. After what I have been and had and
done, it would be small potatoes to grasp this crumb. Thanks be given, I am
independent of office for my daily bread!"-Charlcs Rjchard Williams, ed.,
Diary and Letters of Rutherford Birchard Hayes (Columbus, 1922-26), Ill, 233.
See ibid, p. 235.
On May 7, Thomas F. Shaw, Cincinnati, wrote to USG. "Ex_ Gov Hayes
having declined for a Second time, the appointment of assistant Treasure at
Cincinnati, and no other appointment having been made, I desire respectfully
to ask of your Excellency my appointment to Said position, as I am not Engaged in any business, Since my retirement as assessor of the Second district
of Ohio ('by Consolidation,') I can give Satisfactory reccommendation &
Security, for the faithful discharge of duty, and would highly appreciate Such
appointment, and make it l1onourable to your administration."-ALS, DNA,
RG 56, Asst. Treasurers and Mint Officials, Letters Received.
On May 14, U.S. Senator John Sherman of Ohio, Mansfield, wrote to USG.
"I have not hitherto taken any part in recommending any one for the office
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of Assistant Treasurer of the United States at Cincinnati until each gentleman
named had an opportuniry to present to you his papers. I have however made
enquiries and as between the Gentlemen named for the office recommend
John M. Wilson Esq of Cincinnati. He is supported by a great number of
Lawyers, Bankers Merchants and business men-is unquestionably a man of
high character-familiar with business- responsible-of good habits and is
well quaUfied to discharge the duties of the office I enclose with this as the
basis of my recommendation copies of several papers on file with the Secretary of the Treasury-to which many more could be added"-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. On Dec. 2, USG nominated John M. Wilson as consul,
Bremen. On Dec. 1, USG had nominated William E. Davis as asst. treasurer,
Cincinnati. Letters recommending John M. Mackenzie, Charles A. Turner,
Arthur Stephenson, and Calvin W Thomas for that position are ibid.
1875, M,w s. Cornelius Cole, San Francisco, to USG. "Perso11al . . . I am glad
to report all well on tjus side. Jesse, with Mr Dent and Wilby have gone to the
Geysers. There is no discount upon the enjoyment of the boys. Jesse was never
more happy. Po1itics here is slow & uninteresting. The lndians create a little
commotion once in awhile. The country occupied by the Modocs baffles description. The 'Lava Beds' are an almost endless laborynth ofcaves and covered
places. Yourself or Von Moltke could do no more against them. They cannot
be dislodged or extirpated in a hurry. The warfare against the Apaches though
difficut is more equal. But the Mexicans seem to be suffering more from them
just now than we. I find a considerable iuterest is felt here, in our relations with
that country. I presume a Commissioner, on the part of our Gov't, will have to
be appointed soon under the new Treaty with Mexico- now pending before
their Congress. If so I should like very much to give my opinion as to the
proper person, but I feel some delicacy about s aying more upon this subject at
present, for l do not know how far it has been considered by yourself. I shall
take great pleasure in promoting your views and wishes regarding the Indians
or any other matter upon this coast. Mrs Cole & the others would gladly send
regards to your family. .. . C01ifi,dential. P. S. As regards the appointment of the
Commr under the New Mex.ican Treaty I shall deem it a special per.rnnaljavor
to be consulted before you shall have committed yourself to any one. May I
hear from you upon thesubject?"-ALS, NHi. On May 16, Cole wrote to USG.
"Personal . .. Eugene L. Sulivan of this place has been named for the Mexican
Treaty Commissioner, but he has declined being considered fur ther a candidate. It is believed that our friend Wadsworth is in such precarious health as to
forbid his undertaking the very arduous duties of the place, & that the Russian
mission, or some easier post, would suit him better-that, in fact he ca11not
discharge the duties of Commissioner during the life time of the Treaty. In
view of these things it is thought that I ought to be an applicant for the place,
and after due consideration I have concluded to do so. The relations of this
country with Mexico, & my partial acquaintance with~ its language and
laws renders the thing proper-The only tiring improper about it perhaps is
my asking for it, but this is the only thing in all probability I shall ever ask at

400

Calendar: MAY 7, 1873

your hands. But a hint is worth as much as an argument in a case of this sort,
& I have only to request that you will treat this as a verbal communication and
destroy the same.... P. S. AH here are well."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation.
On May 18, 1874, Cole wrote to USG. ''If the Bill establishing-the 'Courl of
Commissioners of Alabama Claims' becomes a law, J trust it will accord with
your views to name me as a member of said Court, and as the presiding j1,dge.
This is desired for reasons stated to you verbally, and which I need not now repeat, as they concern in a measure the education & welfare of others.... P. S.
Should the Court not be established the nomination for Atty.for the Gov't, in
the cases would be acceptable."-ALS, USG s. USG endorsed this letter,
"Bring to my attention this application when the bill before Congress for the
distribution of the Geneva award becomes law."-AE (initialed, undated), ihid.
On June 6, Cole wrote to USG. "Personal . . . Before my arrival here from
Washington, certain friends had suggested my name for minister to Peru. This
was done without my knowledge. I had been counting upon an appointment in
connection with the Geneva award-either as Judge or Attomey-and do still
count upon it, in case the bill passes authorizing such appointment. But should
the bill not pass, or pass in such form as not to provide a place, I should gladly
go to Peru, or some where else. But as in such matters my whole reliance is
upon your judgment, I shall abide by your determination, whatever it may be.
Hoping that our mutual friends may not be too importunate ..."-ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On June 23, Cole
telegraphed to Orville E. Babcock. "Remember Attorney for Gov't in Geneva
award cases"-Telegram received (at 11 :30 P.M.), DLC-USG, IB. No appointment followed.
1873, MAY 7. Nancy Franldin, Aberdeen, Miss., to USG. ''itake the Opertunity to in forme you of the Sad Death ofmr Morgan He Was Murdeared by
agan of men of Aberdeen Miss He Was on His Way Home from this plase
With me When thes Men Waylade Him and kjlled him the Peopple Wont
give me geustice in this PJ[ac]e i Want you to attend to it fore me thair Was
a niger that Was a Waiting On Him stold tom Hadleys Mule and made his escape and because thair coudint git the nigger the killed Mr Morgan He
didint know now more about that mule than you do thay shot Him and then
leaft him on the field to die He lived 3 Hours aft He Was shot ... thair Was
tow niggers that Was atakind Mr morgan and me to the stasion and betra.id
Mr morgan fo twenty Five Dollars and Had him killed i Want you to Write
me What you can do fore me I am Heare leaft alone With Out no friends ore
mone if you Cood holp me i wood be Veary thankful i Can pruve by three
Other men that mr Morgan Was insolent thay took 75 dollars Out Of His
pocket and my pistel from Him pleese to Write soon and let me know What
you Can dou-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
1873, MAY ?. W. Cornell Jewett, Stuttgart, to USG. "T would accept the
Russian Mission, and proceed immediately to St Petersburg-If you cannot
make the appointment, I solicit at your hands, at a favorable moment, a rep-
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resentative position in Europe. I have labored for the best interests of my
country, disinterestedly, independent & without remuneration for twelve years.
Now that I am in a retired position to accept & possessing a general knowledge of European affairs, the time for an acknowledgment of such action, from
my country is opportune.''-ALS, DNA, RG S9, Letters of Application and
Recommendation. No appointment followed. For Jewett's efforts to negotiate
an end to the Civil War, see Edward Chase Kirkland, The Peacemakers ef I 864
(New York, 1927).
On July 2S, 1872, USG had endorsed a letter from Jewett.-James Grant
Wilson Sale, Merwin Clayton, Feb. I, 1905, no. 274. Jewett's publications in
support of USG's reelection included one addressed to USG.-CtY.
On Jan. 29, 1875, Jewett, president, "United States Ocean Cable Association of Washington," London, wrote to USG. "lam negotiating further Ocean
Cables-one from France-one from Holland to New York-under my Continent Charters & Congress 20 year Act of 1867. 1 will succeed if the Government will not listen to Cyrus W Fields reciprocity arguments-which means
a consolidation of the Anglo Atlantic Cable monopoly of England--My Cables
will break down the monopoly Cables for the benefit of the American people. I
ask you kindly to urge the Honorable Secty of State-to send me-care Genl
Schenck. London. a letter favorable to my application now before the French
gvernment for a Concession to land a Cable from New York. I expected to
have been in Washington at this time but am delayed by Cable negotiation."ALS, DNA, RO 59, Miscellaneous Letters. An enclosure describing the venture is ibid.
1873, MAY 8. Solicitor Gen. Samuel F. Phillips to USG, ruling that USG was
not obligated to intervene in a case concerning disputed ownership of Pacific
guano islands.-Copy, D NA, RG 60, Opinions. Printed in O.fficial Opi11io11s qf
the Attorneys-General, XIV, 608-1 I.
I 87S, MAY 9. J. C. Donner, New Hampton, N. H., to USG. "you are no doubt
surprised at recieving this letter from me but the truth is I want to get situation in the West Point Miletary Acadamy. but cannot get one to save my life.
and after having though[t] the matter over I have no other means than of applying to you to get me a place. and r hope & pray that you will not Pegffl reject this petition of a son of one of your soldiers who was wounded at or about
the time of the terrible battle of Fredericksburg. [ promice you I will aquit
myself well and make a second Napoleon Bonaparte My age is a little over
sixteen and I am a little over five feet tall and I do not swear smoke or drink.
perhaps I am rather small but do not reject me on this acount for you know
Napoleon was a small man. If you cannot get me aplace tell me so ... 'Hurrah
for the Union' It must & shall be preserved"- ALS, DNA, RG 94, Unsuccessful Cadet Applications.

1878, MAY 10. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of State. Col. Pennington is a native of North Carolina and a citizen of Alabama. I am inclined
to think well of his apt. to a South American mission.''-AES, .ONA. RG 59,
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Letters of Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of April 22
from William W. Holden, Raleigh, to USG. "Allow me to add a word in relation to the application of .John L. Pennington, of Alabama, for the position of
Governor of one of the Territories. Mr. Pennington is a native of this, Wake
County, and I have had the pleasure of knowing him many years. lle was a
Union man when the days were dark in this region, and he has been, and is now,
a Republican. He is a gentleman of respectable attainments, of practical turn of
mind and habits, and would, 1 do not doubt, acquit himself well in the position
which his friends are seeking for him. If compatible ·with your views a11d the
public interests, I would be glad to see him appointed."-ALS, ibid. On
May 13, John L. Pennington, Washington, D . C., wrote to USG. "I am a citizen of Alabama, and in the last Presidential campaign was Elector at Large for
tl1e State, and as such our friends think did some service-I had also canvassed
the State for the Republican ticket in 1868. I have been an applicant for a Territorial Governorship, but being informed by the Secretary of the Interior that
there is no vacancy and not likely to be any, and being informed that the mission to Eucador will be given to Alabama, I have withdrawn my application for
the Governorship a11d respectfully ask to be appointed to the South American
mission. I have the endorsement of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, as also of other leading Republicans of our State. I also present letter
from Hon. Thos. Settle, ofN. C.; and refer by permission to Hon. S. F. Phillips,
Solicitor General, and Hon. D. C. Humphreys, Judge of District Court; to Hoo.
J. J. Martin 6th Auditor, and other Alabamians in Washington."-ALS, ibid.
Related papers are ibid.
On Nov. 10, A. D. Thomas, Delavan, Wis., wrote to USG. "I enclose this
slip which explains itself-I do this in the hope and belief that you will not permit a good Judge and true Republican to be thus degraded by a confusedly bad
Govenor-Judge Barnes' name was presented for chief Justice of Utal1 one
year ago last Winter, by the members of the Bar and leading Lawyers of Wisconsin. One reason was that he was known to be a prudent cautious man, a
sound Lawyer and a man that it was confidently believed had force and determination which was much needed in Utah. He was not appointed, but was subsequently appointed to Dakota. Those who know of the situation of affairs
there, know that if a Judge does his duty, he must meet the determined hostility ofthe Ring headed by Govenor Burbank-Judge Barnes has and will do his
duty and for doing it has been disgraced and beheaded by Govenor BurbankI suppose the Govenor has the power, but I believe there is a President with
more power, and we hope with a will to protect good men in the discharge of
their duty-"-ALS, ibid., RG 60, Letters from the President. The clipping
is ibid. On March )4, USG had renominated .John A. Burbank as governor,
Dakota Territory. USG had written an undated note. "ln case I should not see
the Sec ofState before going west I suggest that leave be granted Gov Burbank
of Dakota as requested. I have seen Gov Morton who states that the object of
the leave is purely in the interest of the Territory."-RWA Inc. Auction Catalog No. 40-Part II, no. 1289. On Dec. 7, U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton ofind.
wrote to USG. "Sometime about the beginning of Summer I received a letter
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from Mr Delano suggesting it was desirable that Mr Burbank should resign
his office as governor of Dakota territory. I immediately wrote to Mr Burbank
requesting him to forward his resignation I learn that soon after an interviewe took place between Mr Delano and Burbank in whkh an understanding
was had that his resignation might be deferred until the end of the year.
Mr Burbank has placed his resignation, to take effect on the first day of January next, in my hands, which I will deliver to you. I write this to inform you
that Mr Burbank bas complied with his promise, and that the place will be vacant on the first of January.''.-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Dakota
Territory. Papers opposing and supporting Burbank are ibid. On Dec. 8,
U.S. Representative Morton C. Hunter of Ind. et al. wrote to USG. "The
undersigned Members of the Indiana Delegation in Congress having learned
that there will probably be a vacancy in the Office of Governor of the Territory of Dakota desire the appointment of the successor to the present incumbent to be made from Indiana and respectfully ask that you hold the appointment for a day or two in which time we hope to visit you and present the name
of a proper person for that office."-LS (8 signatures), ibid. On Dec. I I, USG
nominated Pennington as governor, Dakota Territory. See Howard Roberts
Lamar, Dakota Territory 1861-1869: A Study ofFrontier Politics (New Haven,
1M6), p. I S9.
On April 27, 1874, Pennington wrote to USG. "I hope you will excuse me
for extending my feeble congratulations in the matter of the Veto of the financial Bill of the Senate.... While the people of this far-off frontier region are
not likely to be affected by 'inflation' or 'contraction' to the extent that they are
at the great trade-centres, I think I can assure you that a large majority of
them approve and endorse your recent course on the financial question.. .."ALS, USGs.
1873, MAY 12. USG endorsement. ''The within request is approved and the
reservation is made accordingly. The Secretary of the Interior will cause the
same to be noted in the General Land Office."-Copy, DNA, RG I 07, Letters
Sent, Military Affairs. Written on a letter of April 26 from George M. Robeson, act. secretary of war, concerning the establishment of a post (later Fort
Cameron) near Beaver City, Utah Territory.-Copy, ibicl
1873, MAY 12. Orville E. Babcock to William A. Scott, New York City.
"Herewith please find the President's check for $9 25/100 in payment of premium on fire insurance policy on Cottage at Long Branch. The payment would
have been made sooner had not the President been absent from Washington for
a long time. Please send a receipt.u- Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2 . Other letters to
Scott conceming USG's insurance policies are ibid.
187S, MAY 14. C. Augustus Haviland, editor, Gem of the West, and Soldiers·
Friend, Chicago, to USG. "I place these facts before you, do as you t hink best

about the matter. Baker & Delano pass these things by as matters unworthy of
notice."-ALS, D NA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. A clipping
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is enclosed. "\Ve have been told that it will be better for us to quit exposing the
damnable villiany of the Pension Officials who daily turn the poor cripples from
their door, but we have never yet hesitated to speak fearlessly, and we shall not
hesitate now, while the bummers are using their threats of persecution. We
have, by our exposures (through thjs publication) in the past, aided many a
poor soldier, and we now feel it a duty to bring to light more of the trickery
resorted too, to defeat soldiers' claims.... We once more appeal to Gen. Grant
to clean out the Pension Office officials who understand neither law nor justice."-Jbid. On the same day, Haviland wrote twice more to USG. "Here too is
an agravating case. The poor old father is kicked around as though he were a
dog. The evidence has long been complete." "This poor woman is suffering for
the money due her on old certificate. Won't you help her get it back?"-ALS,
ibid. Clippings are ibid.
On June 19, 1874, Haviland wrote to USG. "I have never made but one request of you. It was that Henry Van Aernam be removed. You waited several
months and found it necessary to remove him. I now suggest that Hon J. H.
Baker should be removed to satisfy the thousands of wronged soldiers. He is
certainly bringing disgrace upon the Administration. The report just made to
the Senate tells but an iota of the crimes of this man. Investigations have been
suppressed by the Pension Comm of the House, and ALL petitions reflecting
upon Baker or his management have been suppressed by L. J. Rusk, clerk of
committee. I have letters of Gen Crittenden and others to prove this. There
will be such a newspaper showing up of this man as wtt:S never before appeared
in print, if tkffl he is retained where he can continue to commit such wrongs.
Please save the nation the disgrace of such further exposure."-ALS, ibid.,
Appointment Div., Letters Received.
1873, MAY 17. Robert C. Winthrop, Boston, to USG. "You may have forgotten that the Annual Meeting of the Peabody Trustees was appointed for the
month of July, to be held in the City of New York. The day of the month was
left for the decision of the Chairman, on consultation with the General Agent
& the individual Trustees, Dr, Sears has now requested me to fix the day,- the
date being a matter of indifference to him. I am desirous of consulting your
convenience, & of securing the prestige of your presence at the Meeting. Will
you kindly inform me whether Wednesday the 16th of.July, or Wednesday the
2.Sd ofJuly, would be agreeable to you?-1 have supposed that you would be at
Long Branch about that time, & that it would not be inconvenient to you to
come over to New York to help us in making a Quorum of the Board. The 16th
would, on some accounts, be preferable to myself, but I am unwilling to nan1e
any day, without having ascertained that no known engagement would interfere with the attendance of the President of the United States."-ALS, ICN.
On May 20, Orville E. Babcock drafted a reply to Winthrop. "P expects to be
in N. Y at that time though he may not be, but either of the days named would
be agreeable to him-"-ADf(initialed), ibid.
1873, MAY 17. Joseph H. Stickney, Baltimore, to USG. "Refering to the conversation that I had the honor to have with you during the last month in re-
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gard to the reinstatement of Joseph L. Stickney oflllinois to his former position of master in the navy, I beg leave to hand you the enclosed memorandum
which I received from Commodore Ammon, and would remark that Mr Stickney tells me that from the time he graduated until he resigned be was constantly at sea except three months. I am told that you (or the Secretary of the
Navy) have the power to r ecall your acceptance of bis resignation and that be
would then be where he was before he resigned. On this point you are no doubt
fully informed, and I will not presume to give an opinion. Mr Stickney urges
his plea for reinstatement mainly on the burning of Chicago, which broke up
the business of his brother- whom he intended to join-and scattered the
e1:1si:ness property of his family. Theffire occured while he was on his way from
his ship to Chicago, and he immediately wrote requesting to have the acceptance of his resignation defered. Assuming that there is authority for his reinstatement, I wettffl by the recalling of the acceptance of his resignation, I would
respectfully ask ifit would be too mucb for the Department to grant in view of
a calamity which called forth the sympat hy of the civilized world."- ALS,
DNA, RG 45, Subject File, Div. NI. The enclosur e listing Joseph L. Stickney's
service record since entering the U.S. Naval Academy in 1862 is ibid. On
June 3, Secretary of the Navy G eorge M. Robeson wrote to USG that the Navy
D ept. "has no authority to r estore, by withdrawing acceptance of resignation,
[after] an Officer is once out of service-that only an Act of Congress can do
this; and I have so written to the applicant."- Copy, ibid., Letters Sent to the
President. On June 5, Joseph L. Stickney, Chicago, wrote to USG concerning
restoration to the navy.-ALS, ibid., Subject File, Div. Nl.
I 873, MAY I 8. Corinne Fuselier, St. Mary Parish, La., to USG concerning
her claim for $50,000 in damages from business losses in Guatem~a.-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On Feb. 4, Asst. Judge Advocate Gen.
William M. Dunn had written to Fuselier "to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter to the President, dated Dec. 18th 1872, concerning your claim for value
of property alleged to have been taken from your premises by the U.S. forces,
during the War, ..."-Copy, ibid., RG 107, Letters Sent, Military Affairs.

1878, MAY 19. USG order. "Hon. C. Delano, Secretary of the Interior being
now absent, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do hereby authorize and direct W H. Smith to perform the duties of the office of Secretary
of t he Interior until the absence of the incumbent shall cease.''-Copy, DLCUSG, 11, 2.
1873, MAY 19. USO endorsement. "Let special attention be called to this
application when apts. come to be mad[e.J"-Copy, DNA, RG 94, ACP,
8607 1873. Written on papers concerning George S. Young, including a letter
of April 2 from Capt, Daniel J. Young, New York Arsenal, Governor's Island,
to USG. "My Son having been an applicant, for the past two years, for an appointment to a Cadetship at West Point, and not having succeeded; I would
now respectfully apply for an appointment for him as Second Lieutenant in the
Army; and trust the application may receive the favorable consideration of the
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President. ... I have been in the Service of the U. S. Government in Various
capacities since the year 1838-(35 years) and was commissioned Ordnance
Storekeeper in the Army in Deer 1865. J was Master Machinist at the U. S. Armory at Harper's Ferry at the breaking out of the War of the rebellion, and was
one of three, out of forty three officers, who proved loyal to the Government;
all the rest having joined the rebellion. , .."-LS, ibid. On April 24, Franz
Sigel, New York City, wrote to USG. "I am informed by Captain D. J. Young
Ordnance Store Keeper at Governor's- Island, that there are a number of vacancies for the position of 2d Lieutenant in the Army and that his son
George S. Young is an applicant. I now beg leave to say, that Captain Young has
been a very efficient and faithful Officer during the late war, which I can state
on my own experienoe,-that by his vigilant and energetic conduct at Harpel's
Ferry a great amount of property was protected and saved to the U. St. Government and that up to this time he has maintained his reputation unblemished. I therefore take pleasure in speaking a good word for his son and to recommend him to your kind consideration."-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 16, 1874,
U.S. Senator Arthur I. Boreman of West Va. wrote to USG. "You wj]J recollect,
no doubt, that on Monday last I called your attention to the case of George S.
Young, whom you were so kind as to appoint a 2nd Lieut. in the Army some
year or so since, & who passed the usual examination very creditably, but who
was not commissioned because it turned out that he was under the age prescrib fed.] You were pleased to assure me that you would reappoint the young
gentleman to the desired position; but it has occurred to me that possibly it
might Escape your memory, & that it might be well for me mention the matter in a written note-..."-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 15, 1872, Col. Rufus Ingalls,
New York City, had written to USG. "Personal .... Capt. D. J. Young of the
Ord. Dep't. at Fort Columbus, h.as a Son who desires an appointment to West
Point-He is most strongly recommended by many persons whom you will recognize as very competent judges-Both the Father and Son are greatly esteemed-The Secretary of War informed Capt. Young that his son's name is
on the list of applicants for 18H-the appointments for 1873, having been
made-Can he not enter, say in September next? There may happen a vacancy
not already provided for-"-ALS, ibid., Correspondence, USMA. Related
papers are ibid. On Jan. 7, 1875, USG nominated George S. Young as 2nd It.,
7th Inf.
1873, MAY 19, Jacob Ammen, Beltsville, Md., to USG. "Permit me to address
you in behalf of my friend Prof M. Yarnall, now on duty at the U, S-. Naval
Observatory, Washington, D. C. He assisted me as teacher of Mathematics in
Bacon College, Georgetown, Ky-1837 & S8-and on the recommendation of
the Hon. Thos. L. Hamer was appointed Prof. ofMaths-U. S. N-Since that
time he has served with zeal, ability and efficiency for the small compensation
which our goverment pays- He has a son for whom he wishes to obtain an appointment in the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y. If you can give him
the appointment, it will in my opinion be bestowed on one that is deserving: I
do not like to trespass on your time and patience & offer as an excuse the anx-
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-iety I feel for the success ofmy friends-"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence. USMA. Related papers are ibid. Admitted to the U.S. Naval Academy
in 1875, John H. Yarnall did not graduate.
1873, MAY 19. Luther Elliott, Boston, to USG. "Permit the undersigned to
ask you, to cause the remittance of Tax, fine and cost, in the case of Gov. versus Luther Elliott. The Case is as follows. About the time of the great fire here,
I was obliged to move, and couJd fi_nd no place, but a room occupied for the sale
of cigars & Tobacco and Ale, the Stock of which I was obliged to buy in order
to get the room. The Party I Bo't out had paid the fnternal Rev. Taxes from
1st May /72 to 1st May /7s. I asked him ifl could sell under his License or Tax,
and he told me I could, for says he, all the Gov. wants is, that every place that
sells Cigars Tobacco &c shall pay a Tax once a year, you may depend you can
sell untill the 1st May / 73. Having read nothing to the contrary, and seeing
11othing conflicting with common sense in his statement, I concluded to buy,
and paid him about thirty dollars for the right to seU the articles befor mentioned, the net proffits of which sales would not half pay what I Paid for the
right to sell those articles. Concious of having violated no law, with no intetion
to evade, or violate any Revenue Law, a warrant was issued, with a threat that
ifl djd not appear at room 7 of the U. S. Court House I should be arrested and
sent to a Felons cell-..."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
1873, MAY 20. James F. Casey, collector of customs, New Orleans, to USG.
''This will int roduce to you Senator Allen Greene who desires to pay his respects and talk over affairs i,n this State.''- LS, DNA, RG 94, Corresponden<:e,
USMA. On June 24, Allen Greene, New York City, wrote to USG. "I regret to
feel compeled to t rouble you with applications for favours-I also regret that
my son Robert W Greene failed to pass the examination at West Point on the
1st inst-and as-Hon Frank Morey, M. C. from the 5th Dist, La-is compeled to recomend another person of that Dist, I am therefore constrained to
ask of you the kindness to appoint my son for the state at large-for next June
examination Meaine time I have put my son at a good school to remain until
that time-and I have no doubts but he will make the proper proficiency and
be able to pass by that time-He has been brought up in a Tanyard and with
but little opportunities of schools since the ware in. La, but he has studied
at home and is a close student and his great ambition is to be educated at
West Point-As to whoo I am and what I am, I would respectfully refer you to
the following named-Gentlemen-Hon John Ray-Gov. Wm P. Kellogg,
Hon A. P. Field atty Genl Hon. Frank, Morey, M. C. Hon R. R Butler. M. C.
from. Tenn, Col Casey of New Orleans and every leading Republican in the
state of Louislana. I am the Greene that was assasinated and shot for being a
bold Republican last Nov. election at the Town of Vernon La-but I ask no
sympathy on that account-for I was only doing my duty- I hope bower you
will give my case your early attention-and write to me at Greensburro Lincoln
Parish, La. Enclosed I hand you-a letter of introduction from Col. Casey of
New Orleans-The troubles in Louisiana haveing subsided-before I reached
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the City of Washington I declined to trouble you at that time-but have to
say-that if Congress-should order a new election-I have no objectionsprovided said election is held under the authority of the Federal Goverment,
neither have any fears of our success- I am Truly your friend-and our Goverment."-ALS, ibid. Admitted to USMA in 1874, Robert W Greene did not
graduate. See HMD, 41-2-154, part II, 496-99.
1873, MAY 20. William Dennison, Columbus, Ohio, to USG. "My friend, the
Bearer, Hon RM Stimson of Marietta, will be glad for an opportunity to pay
his personal respects to you, which 1 trust your Engagements may not prevent your giving him. He may also want to present, for your consideration,
some matters of political interest to his part of the State. Mr S bas been long
connected with the press and has served with great credit to himself in our
State Senate. Your Administration has no more devoted friend in Ohio. It gives
me pleasure to commend him to your kindest attentions & confidence."ALS, OFH.
1873, MAY 20. Henry S. Sanford, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I have the
honor to recommend for the post of District Attorney in the Northern District
of Florida made vacant by Judge A. A. Knight's appointment as Collector, E. K.
Foster Jr of Jacksonville. . . .''-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to
Appointments. On July 7, W R. Anno, .Jacksonville, Fla., wrote to USG. "lam
an Atty at Law of Six Years Practice-29 years old and have the credit of fair
abilities-I am a Kentuckian- reared in Mason County and know your Uncle
at Mayslick-1 was educated two miles below Point Pleasant, Ohio. and have
played in the yard of the house where you were born Am a personal friend of
Hon W H. Wadsworth of Mayville, Ky. Voted my first Republican ticket last
Fall-I desire the Appointment of U. S. Dist Atty for the Northern Dist of
Florida .. . P. S. I can furnish Five Hundred petitioners if you desire these,
black or white-Have been State Dist. Atty Have lived in this City four
years-Came for hea.}th-Am fully restored-.. .''-ALS, ibid. On Aug. 6,
Attorney Gen. George H. Williams wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish.
"I am directed by the President to request you to issue a commission appointing John B. Stickney, Attorney of the United States for the Northern District
of Florida in place of Alva A. Knight resigned."-Copy, ibid., Letters Sent to
Executive Officers. On Aug. 22, William H. Gleason, chairman, Republican
Central Committee, Fla., Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. ''l take pleasure
in reccomending to you J. B. C. Drew for the office of District Attorney for the
Northern District of Florida. Mr Drew was the late Attorney General of that
State, & made an able & efficient officer, & is well quallified for the office; He
also has the confidence of the Republicans of our State, & is a general favourite
with all I know of no one who would be more acceptable to the people of
Florida for the position than Mr Drew"- ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On Sept. 8, Williams wrote to Fish. "I am directed by t he President to return to you the commission appointing John B. Stickney United
States Attorney for the Northern District of Florida, and to request you to is-
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sue one appointing James B. C. Drew to said office."-Copy, ibid., Letters Sent
to Executive Officers. On Jan. 20, 1874, Williams wrote to U.S. Senator Abijah Gilbert of Fla. "I have conferred with the President about the wid1drawal
of the nomination of Drew for United States District Attorney in Florida, and
we have conduded, in view of the disagreement among the delegation of that
State and the nature of the charges made against DrewJ to leave the matter in
the hands of the Judiciary Committee for their decision. I would suggest,
therefore, that you submit to that Committee what you have to s ay or show in
opposition to the appointment of Mr. Drew, and they can investigate the subject and give such decision thereon as the evidence submitted to them may
seem to warrant. Enclosed please find the letter handed to the Presidcnt."Copy, ibid. On Feb. 12, the Senate confirmed James B. C. Drew's nomination.
On Aug. 7, 1873, U.S. Representative Josiah T. Walls and U.S. Senator Simon B. Conover of Fla., Gainesville, had written to USG. "A vacancy having
occurred in the office of U. S. District Attorney for the Southern District of
Florida by the resignation of Mr. Mobley, the late incumbent, and it being important that the office be filled at an early day by a suitable person, lWe respectfully recommend Oscar A. Myers, Esq., of Gainesville, Fla., to the appointment."-LS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On Jan. 8, 1874,
USG nominated Oscar A. Myers as U.S. attorney, Southern District, Fla.
1873, [May 21]. USG speech accepting the credentials of Belgian minister
Maurice Delfosse, recently promoted. -New York Times, May 22, 187S.
1873, MAY 21. Orville E. Babcock to Attorney Gen. George H. Williams.
"The President directs me to say t,hat the several departments of the Government will be closed on the soth instant in order to enable the employees of the
Government to participate, in connection with the Grand Army of the Republic, in the decoration of the graves of the soldiers who fell during the rebellion."-LS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. Babcock sent similar letters to all cabinet officers.
1873, MAY 24. USG order establishing a "special tariff of fees-to be collected at the Consulat e of the United States at Liverpool for the engagement
and discharge of seamen."-DS, D NA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
1873, MAY 26. Culver C. Sniffen to Alexander Sharp, Jr., U.S. Naval Academy. ''The President desires me to acknowledge the receipt of and express to
you his thanks for your polite invitation to attend the ball at the Naval Academy on the evening of May 30th and convey to you his r egrets that previous
engagements will not permit him to accept.''-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. Sharp,
USG's nephew, graduated in 187 5.
1873, MAY [26]. U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio to USG,
transmitting a copy of his pamphlet on the Credit Mobilier affair.-Copy
(press, largely illegible), DLC-James A. Garfield. See Harry James Brown and
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1873, MAY 26. U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton oflnd., Hot Springs, Ark., to
USG. "Senator Sargent assured me that J. P. Cochrane melter and Refiner in
the mint would be retained I have known him from Boyhood and be is a man
of the highest character I should regret his removal"-Telegram received (at
S:S5 P.M.), DNA, RG .'i6, Letters Received from Congress. On May 12, USG
had suspended Joseph P. Cochrane as melter and refiner, San Francisco, and replaced him with John M. Eckfeldt.-Copies, ibid., RG 59, General Records;
ibid., Letters of Suspension.
1873, MAY 28. Col. William F. Barry, Fort Monroe, Va., to USG. "f have the
honor to recommend for appointment as 2nd Lt. in the Army of the U. S.
Mr. Stephen J. Mulhall. Jr., of Buffalo, N. Y. This yoC1ng man served faithfully
as a Musician & his Father also ser ved faithfully in the regular Army for more
than eleven years...."-Copy, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. See PUSG, 18, 574. Stephen J. Mulhall
enlisted as private as of July 7, 1875. On Feb. 23, 1876, USG nominated
Mulhall as 2nd lt.
1875, MAY 28. John M. Dickey, Lincoln University, Pa., to USG. ''The
Trustees of Lincoln University desire to extend by this, a most cordial and earnest invitation to you to visit the institution on the 18th of June (Wednesday)
at the annual commencement. Hon. Wm E. Dodge who is a Trustee,. and our
excellent respresentative in the Senate Hon. Simon Cameron have engaged to
unite in this invitation and to secure your comfort & pleasure io the visit-A
Special car for your accomodation and that of your friends, will leave Washington in the morning & reach us before 12. M. and return in the eveningMrs Grant we would be very happy to see with you-Your visit would greatly
further the cause in which we are engaged; helping to a better condition the
colored race in our country-Gen! Cameron will no doubt tell you what is doing here & urge the acceptance of this invitation-Govr Hartranft has promised to be present if you attend-"-ALS, Ford Collection, NN. On June 2,
U.S. Senator Simon Cameron of Pa., Harrisburg, wrote to USG. '1 was requested to hand you the accompanying letter oflnvitation, but it came here too
late. The Lincoln University is in Chester co. near the revolutionary battle field
of Brandywine, and some so miles west ofPhila. You can reach it from Washington & return the s.une day. Dr Dickey, the President, is an enthusiastic,
learned and energetic man, of the Presbyterian church, & has accomplished
wonders. His pupils are all Negroes-and while all shew as much ability as the
same number of whites, some of them evince the very highest order of ability.
I I think you would be much interested in the great work of this Institutionand I am sure your presence would greatly cheer and encourage the good men
engaged in the work."- ALS, Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. On June 4,
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Orville E. Babcock wrote to both Dickey and Cameron expressing USG's regret at being unable to attend.-Copies, DLC-USG, II, 2.
1873, MAY 29. USG stay of execution for Thomas D. Wright from May SO
to June 6.-Copy. DNA, RG 59, General Records. On May 25, Wright, "City
Jail," Washington, D. C., bad written to USG. "I feel it my duty to right a few
lines to you to inform you of my awful condition sir every Body has refused
tne I have not got a friend on this Earth that can speak a word of comfort to
Do any good Except you Sir I am charge with murder of the peddler Samuel
Rogerski but I never Did the Crime ... Sir Mr US Grant it is hard to be Hang
Dead for nothing but for god our maker Sake give me one more munth to live
to Prepare for My Death ... Sir if your Honor Please Just think of a man Dying in his Sins that is awful Sir I Pray every Day and Every night but it seems
that there is no way for me to get ready by Friday and Sir with out your assistance I cant make my Preparation for Death l am a Poor Collard Boy I am
a Long ways from my Home but for all that just think ofme got to be Hung for
nothing For a Robber ... Sir I want to See Some of your clerks so I can Show
them all about the all about the Afair then they will see that I am telling the
trooth but Please Give me one more month to Get Ready for Death I am a
Humble Prisoner I had much Rather be Sent to the Leva Bed or to Albany
for my life then I could Die just.''-Washington Evening Sta,; June 6, 1873. The
Grand Army of the Republic reportedly recommended the stay "so that the execution would not take place on Decoration day.~-lbid., May 26, 1878.
1878, MAY 29. USG endorsement. "Refered to State Dept. Asks ConsuJship
at Barmen in place of present incumbent who was aptd. from Ill."-AES, DLCHamilton Fish. Written on a letter of May 25 from Edward L. Baker, assessor
oflnternal Revenue, Springfield, Ill., to "My Dear Sir," presumably Shelby M.
Cullom. ''I have been so constantly occupied Since you left that I have not had
time to hunt up the 'Blue Book.' I do not know, however, that that is necessary
or would advance matters any. After a quiet talk with the Prest and the Secretary of State, you will know better what t he chances are than to make a push
at once for any particular place. I would suggest, however, that as 111inois has
already her full share, you may do more by attempting a cha11ge where there is
an Illinois incumbent, than by trying to displace some one from another State.
l spoke to you of .Belfast-and I wouJd add Barmen in Germany. Do what
seemeth best, and-you know what I said.n-AL (initialed), ibid. On June 19,
Cullom, Springfield, wrote to USG. uy take the liberty of enclosing to you a letter which Mr Baker hands to me, from Senator Logan to you. Mr Baker desires me to forward it as I told him on my return home that I had, had a conversation with you in regard to him & had suggested the Consulship at Barmen,
now held by a man from our State who has been there four years.. . ."-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On June 14,
0.S. Senator John A. Logan of Ill. had written to USG recommending Baker
for "a consulate in Europe."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. On Jan. 5,
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1874, USG nominated Baker as consul, Buenos Aires, in place of Dexter E.
Clapp. See Illinois State Journal, March 16, 1874, July 10, Aug. 27, 1897.
On Jan. 14, 1869, Governor Reuben E. Fenton ofN. Y. had written to USG.
"I respectfully recommend De.,x ter E. Clapp of Albany, N. Y., as Agent for our
government at Brazil, or for some other prominent position abroad .... From
the commencement of the rebellion, he rendered valuable services to the government. He assisted in raising three regiments, entered the service as Captain
in the 148th Regt. N. Y. V. in 1862; raised the 38th Regt. U. S. C. T. at Norfolk, Va., and commanded it till the close of the war. His regiment broke the
rebel lines on the New Market road before Richmond, on the morning of
Sept. 29. 1864, losing in killed and wounded about half of his command. I shall
be exceedingly gratified to learn of the success of his application."-LS, DNA,
RO 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid.
USG endorsed this file. "Refered to the Sec: ofState."-AE (init ialed, undated),
ibid. On April 12, USG nominated Clapp as consul, Buenos Aires.
On Jan. 1, 1874, J. Henry Shepherd, Mill Center, Yates County, N. Y., wrote
to USG. "Understanding from the wife of Dexter E Clapp (who is spending a
little time with us) that her husband has resigned the office of Consul to Buenos
Ayres I write you to ask the appointment in his place choosing rather to approach you in this way than by petitions recommendations &c . . ."-ALS, ibid.
In an undated letter, Shepherd, New York City, had written to USG. ul would
respectfully apply for the position of U, S. Consul in case a vacancy occurs. I
entered the army as a drummer during the rebellion first as a drummer in one
of the N. Y. Regts., but was sent home owing to extreme youth. I however
again enlisted as a private in the 1st N. Y. Lin. Cav. served through Gen. Sheridans Valley Campaign the raid behind Richmond, and was severely wounded in
the neck which also disabled my right arm at the Battle ofSailors creek After
my discharge by various various means of employment I added to the amount
saved from my pay & obtained a collegiate education graduating from Hamilton College wi,th the Head prize Oration the political prize of the college. The
hard work & study combined with the suffering from my wound have injured
my health considerable I therefore make this application for a position which
would give me the benefit of a change of air also an opportunity of earning
means to continue my professional studies. l have had much practical experience having been thrown upon my own resources at the age often. I have been
an earnest worker for the success of the Rep. party for the last seven years. Especially since 1870 when I had an opportunity ofseeing the feeling at the south
being at that time Supt. of education for the Am. Missionary Ass. at Macon
Ga.. .."-ALS (docketed Dec. 2, 1872), ibid. Related papers are ibid.
1873, MAY 29. Thomas J. Hill, Memphis, to USG. "On the 16th of April last
I sent in my resignation as U. S. Cadet in the Academy at West Point, having
then almost completed my second year in that Institution. I was one of the
youngest of my class. The reason of my resigning was simply because, one
afternoon, myself and another eCadet caused some whiskey to be brought into
our quarters, and I foolishly with some others drank some ofit. I and some of
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my companions became noisy in consequence, and although I had drunk less
than others, who were older, yet being unused to liquor I was more affected by
it. Being placed under arrest I was so much mortified and ashamed, such exper ience being entirely new to me, that l hastily and without due reflection resigned. My course has g rieved my parents, who are justly dear to me, and I
deeply deplore it myself. W ith a due sense of the impropriety of my conduct
and a firm determination to obey t he rules and perform my duty in future l
humbly and most respectfully ask to be reinstated I will be careful in future.
My error was one of youth, and will never I trust be repeated. I have already by
my own remorse and the affliction ofmy parents suffered a severe penalty."ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On Sept. 13, Secretary of War
William W. Belknap wrote to USG concerning Hill. " . .. His course from the
date of his admission into tl1e Military Academy to the time of his r esignation
was characterized by utter disregard of regulations, and at the date of his
resignation he was deficient in conduct and would have been discharged had he
not resigned. From his past conduct it would be unreasonable t o suppose that
he would do himself credit, were he permitted to return to the Academy; and
in my opinion the reinstatement of Mr. Hill would be detrimental to the Academy and to the public service."-LS, ibid. Hill did not graduate USMA.
On Nov. 22, 1876, lra M. Hill, Memphis, wrote to USG. "I most respectfully ask the appojntment of my son Thomas J. Hill, to the office .o f second
Lieutenant either in the Army or Marine Corps.. .. During the War I was well
known to yourself and Gen Sherman, and was often consulted as to facts within
my local knowledge. I had the entire confidence of the various Generals who
commanded in this city and Military District during the War. ... During the
entire period of service of t he valient, but not dangerous, Memphis Militia, I
Was Brigade Quarter Master of that fearful organization...."-ALS, ibid.,
Applications for Positions in War Dept. No appointment followed.
1873, MAY 31. Marshal de MacMahon, French president , to USG announcing his election to office in place of Louis Adolphe Thiers.-Foreign Relatio11s,
1873, p. 2 71. See Hamilton Fish diary, June 19 - 20, 1873, DLC-Hamilton Fish;
Fish to Elihu B. Washburne, Oct. 22, 1875, ALS, DLC-Elibu B. Washburne.
1873, M.Av 3 1. James Murphy, New York City, to USG. "Some two months
ago Mr Jeremiah Simonson, a friend of mine, and a well known ship- builder
here, was appointed 'Inspector of Hulls.' There could not have been a better appointment made, as .it was one that everybody was satisfied with. Mr Simonson
received a letter from the Treasury Dep't, dated 15th of May, of which the followmg is a copy: '... Your note of the 13th has been r eceived. In reply would
state that your commission as Inspector, has been withheld because of certain
rumors having come to the knowledge of this Dep't in relation to your habits
of life. An interview with you at this Dep't might prove satisfactory signed
yours truly D. D SMITH Sup't lnsp, Io this relation I would state that there
is perhaps no man in this city better known than Mr Simonson. He is nephew
to Commodore Vanderbilt, and to my mVr'I knowledge, has been and is still, a
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strong supporter of your administration. Should it be necessary, I am sure
he will be supported and endorsed by all the leading shipbuilders, mechanics and merchants of this city. I will stake my own reputation on what I have
said here. As I have not the pleasure of being acquainted with the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, if you would speak to him in relation to Mr Simonson,
you would much oblige me. l,iopi11g to sec you and Mrs Grant at the Branch
again this Summer, well and happy, . . ."-L, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received.
On June 9, Thomas Murphy, New York City, wrote to Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson on the same subject-LS, ibid. Related papers are
ibid. Sec New York Times, Aug. 21, 1875, Feb. IS, 1887.
1873, MAY 31. U.S. Senator William Windom of Minn. to USG. "Permit me
to introduce Mrs McQuestin of Iowa, whom I know to be a most worthy and
estimable lady. Her faithful and patriotic Service in behalf of the Sick and
wounded soldiers during the war, and of their orphn children since its close, is
my only apology for soliciting for her a personal interview."-ALS, DLCWilliam Windom. As of Sept. 30, 1875, Harriet P. McQuesten served as copyist, pension office.
1873, [MAY). USG endorsement. ''Miss Cavinaugh, Wis. asks special attention when apts are made. Mrs. Virginia Thornton asks special attention to her
claims. Mrs fDe]yber wishes special attention to her examination and claim for
apt. Mrs. H. L. Ralston represents that she passed a high examination, is a
widow from the Pacific Coast. Her husband was a soldier in the Mexican
War."-AE (undated), ICarbS. Written on a letter of May 22 from Secretary
of the Treasury WilJiam A. Richardson to Orville E. Babcock. "The result of
the recent examinations for clerkships has not yet been laid before me by the
Board and I have no means of knowing the standing of Miss Bella A. Jackson,
to whom your note relates. As to her chances for an appointment you can judge
when I say that I understand that three hundred names will probably be sent to
me, out of which to select twelve persons for appointment. My inclination now
is to take twelve widows of soldiers who lost their lives in the service of their
country, but before I do anything further I intend to present the list to the
President, whenever it comes to me"-ALS, ibid. As of Sept. 30, 1873, Kate
Kavenaugh served as counter and Virginia Thornton as clerk, Treasury DepL
As of Sept. 30, 1875, Harriet N. Ralston served as copyist, Justice Dept.
1873, [MAY]. 0 . P. Henry, Union Rjdge, Clark County, Washington Territory, to USG. "I wish to call attention to the fact that R S Greene District
Judge of the Second Judicial District of Washington Territory is unfit for the
Positn which he now prostitutes ... my occupation being that ofa husband man
I can well say that imported officials are only fit for fertilizers and ought to be
used for that purpose"-ALS (docketed May 19), DNA, RG 60, Letters from
the President. On Junes, 1874, USG nominated Roger S. Greene to continue
as associate justice, Washington Territory.
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1875, [May-June]. Joshua L. Chamberlain, president, Bowdoin College, to
USG inviting him to commencement and mentioning his honorary degree
from Bowdoin.-W'illiam Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892,
p. 6. See PUSG, 15, 211.
1873, JUNE 2. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to USG. "The Brazilian
Minister asks for an audience to deliver to you a letter of ceremony announcing the death of the Stepmother of the Emperor. May I say that you will receive
him tommorrow, the sd at twelve o'clock? Please let me know in season."-LS,
Babcock Papers, ICN. On the same day, Culver C. Sniffen wrote a favorable
response to Fish.-LS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
1878, JUNE 2. John C. Hardy, Cincinnati, to USG. "Some four or five weeks
since r addressed a letter to Mrs Grant (supposing she would be the most interested) requesting her to please ask you if you would sign a cer6ficate or note
to me ·saying the dental operation which I had the honor to perform for her
when in Cinti some four or five years was perfectly satisfactory, (if such is the
case). The reason 1 gave for making the request was I have to leave Cinti on account of ill health and in a few weeks I go to Europe to reside and practice my
profession, and your name being the best known and most distinguished both
as President and General of anyone in America the possession of such a paper
from you (together with other names I shall take) would be invaluable. I have
troubled you with this as not having heard from my first letters I suppose it
failed to arrive safe or has been forgotten. Should you be kind enough to answer this favorably I shall always feel under great obligation''- ALS, IHi. USG
endorsed this letter. "Answer declining to give certificate in all case, applications being too numerous."-AE (undated), ibid.
I 873, Jum S. Virginia L. Farragut, New York City, to USG. "I am the widow
of Adm Farragut, and on behalfof the officers and men whom he led to Victory
at New Orleans on the 24-th of April 1862--l ask you to interpose and forbid
an appeal to the Supreme Court on the matter of the Prize and bounty cases
for that extraordinary battle, the importance of which to the Union cause no
one can so justly estimate as yourself-These cases after long delays befor e the
Courts without definite results, and throgh painful years of suspense incomprehensable t.o the sufferers were finally removed by consent of the Treasury,
Judiciary, and Naval Dept. of the Govt to a court of arbitration composed of
the Honl. Henry W Paine an eminent lawyer of Boston Honl Thomas Durant
a gentleman of equal lega.I attainments in Washington and Hon G. V Fox Assistant Secritary of the Navy during the rebellion-These gentlemen have
made their decision, and though the Govt on the one side and the officers and
men on the other have a right to appeal to the Supreme Court it is entirely
optional. The officers and men throgh their Counsel decline to appeal and on
behalfof the Govt the Navy department accepts the award Under t hese circumstances Mr President I appeal to you for you will observe that the matter
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is entirely within your discretion-Eleven years of delay have placed beyond
the reach of earthy aid many of those who perilled their lives to gain that victory but thear widows or children remain, and ifl should bring to your ltftewl~ notice individual cases of suffering which have come to my knowledge I
should awaken your sensibilities whereas I desire only to appeal to your Justice
and the fraternal feeling you have exhibited towards the Navy which sometimes
participated in your victories"-ALS, University of Tennessee, Knoxville,
Tenn. On July 9, U.S. Representative Benjamin F. Butler of Mass. wrote to
USG. ~1 feel emboldened to call to your attention the case of the officers and
sailors of the Western Gulf Squadron as constituted in 1862, who have been attempting through the Courts to obtain some prize money for enemy property
captured by them after the most brilliant engagement at Fort Saint Phillip and
Jackson in the taking of New Orleans.... After full and patient consideration
of the whole matter they awarded as prize to the sailors of Farragut the sum
substantially at which the property was appraised in 1862 as between the
Army and Navy, a very moderate and it would seem just award especially as the
appraisement was conceded to be less than half the value of the property because of the peculiar circumstances the river not being open and there being
no sale for the property. This award was entered in the Court in General Term,
all the judges ~ of the Supreme Court sitting and every objection was
taken by the private counsel to oppose it, and after full argument a decree was
made by the Court overruling all the objections and giving judgment for the
award. From that decree an appeal has been claimed to the Supreme Court of
the Onited States.. ,. The Attorney General has informed me that he proposes
submitting the question to the President for his determination, as mere ad•
ministrative questions ttet involving any legal considerations but only questions of high equity of executive administration as to whether there shall be
pay for gallant services which Congre.ss has recognized and for which it has
provided the means. I have therefore taken leave to bring this matter before
you, as succinctly as possible grouping the facts together for your consideration of the claims of these our comrades in the war on the sea''-LS, DNA,
RG 60, Letters from the President. On Aug. 6, Butler, Boston, telegraphed
to Orville E. Babcock. "Call attention of the President to the appeal in the case
of the farragut prize money the attorney Gen} may have overlooked it.''Telegram received, DLC- USG, IB. See New York Times, March 29, 1874.
1875, JuNE s. Yardley Warner, London, to USG. '1 was asked to state the
feeling ofour Govt, if I had any means of knowing it, on the proposal contemplated in the motion of Henry Richards M. P. for Wales; & intended to inau•
gurate steps toward a permanent International Arbitration? I said that President Grant had expressed so far as this, that he appreciated, or was looking
with interest to the measure. I thought these were the words, or about the
words returned to me on the occasion ofa visit to the White House, and sending, with my name, a copy (printed) of the substance of the proposed motion,
to thyself. The messenger stated that the President had read it & that he sympathized therewith. This is, l know, slender authority but if it be not correct,
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it should be disavowed by myself: which I will do if it goes too far."-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. A printed circular concerning the motion of Henry Richard on international arbitration is ibid.
1873, JuNE 6. Paul Crippen, Beaufort, S. C., to USG. "To commence I am
well aware this is not the usual ruanner to reach the object I have in view, and
yet in my case I think it will answer. at the time of the Constitutional convention in Florida I unfortunately for myself was connected with Daniel Richards. (who was a friend of Hon E. 8. Washburn). in order to help Richards
carry out his plans I furnished the funds, and through doing so am out quite a
large amount, and was played entirely out politically with the party that came
into control of the State. I am personally acquainted with nearly all of them.
what I now want is to obtain if possible a position under the Government of
some office whereby I could make up the amount I am out, and at the same time
of course aid the party. If there is to be a change in the U. S Marshals office for
the Northern Dist of Fla I should very much like the appointment. I think
about as good a reference as I could give outside of politicians. would be to Say
that I have been in the employ of Hoyt Spragues & Co. of N. Y. for most of the
t ime the past ten years. Had charge of property for them in Fla while I was living in that State, and am now on a plantation belonging to them in this State.
I havent any doubt ifit was actually necessary. I could go to Fla and obtain the
names of nearly an the leading politicians to a reccommend for my appointment to that or some other office. Trusting I may receive this or some other
equally renumerative office from you ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Records Relating to Appointments. No appointment followed.
1873, JuNE 9. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. ''Senator Spencer
called on my Saturday & stated that your card to me as to Judge Busteed was
written at his suggestion & after reflection he was inclined to think that it
would not be advisable to ask Busteed for his resignation He thinks Busteed
will be legislated out of office next winter shall I still proceed as suggested in
your card-I do not see what harm it would do? I enclose a telegram as requested"-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Ore. On Jan. 18, USG had
nominated Richard Busteed as associate justice, D. C. Supreme Court, pending
the resignation of David C. Humphreys; on the same day, USG nominated
Humphreys to replace Busteed as judge, Ala. See PUSG, 20, 425. On Feb. 13,
the Senate rejected both nominations as irregular. On Oct. 9, 1874, facing impeachment, Busteed, New York City, wrote to USG resigning his office.-ALS,
DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. See HMD, 43-1-109; HRC, 43- 1773; CR, 43-2, 324-26; Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, The Scalawag in Alabama
Politics, 1865- 1881 (University, Ala., 1977), p. 90.
On June 6, U.S. Senator John H. Mitchell of Ore., Portland, and 10 others
had telegraphed to Williams. "It would be very Detrimental to the service and
hazardous to the peace & welfare of the people on our Borders to not continue
the Office of supt of Indian affairs In oregon & would. therefore Eamestly urge
that oregon washington & Idaho ~ which form as rational compact divi-
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sional whose Indians are so Intermingled as to be Inseparable be consolidated
& o'deneal Retained e¥ettEven If California is added we should have the supt
because this State is central & t he complicated Indian question are all here and
In washington & In Idaho In a political View this is also Important show
this to the Prest"-Telegram received (at 11 : 10 P.M.), DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers. Ore.
In [March, 1869], U.S. Senators Henry W Corbett and Williams and U.S.
Representative Rufus Mallory of Ore. had written to USG recommendjng
Alfred B. Meacham as superintendent of Indian Affairs, Ore.-LS (undated),
ibid. On March 25, USG nominated Meacham.
On March 2, 1871, USG wrote to Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano. "On the statement of Senator Corbett and Supt. Meacham I think the
name of John A Simms, apt. Ind. Agt. had better be withdrawn and the name of
Narcisse Cornoyer, recommended by the Catholic Bishop ofOregon, sent in his
place."-ALS, ibid. On t he same day, USG withdrew the nomination of John A.
Simms as agent, Umatilla Agency, and nominated Narcisse A. Cornoyer. Letters supporting Simms and Cornoyer are ibid. See PUSG, 22, 469-60; HED,
42-2-1, part 5, pp. 713-14, 728-31, 42- 3 - 1, part 5, I, 746-49; Robert H.
Ruby and John A. Brown, The Cayuse Indians: Imperial Tribesmen of Old Oregon (Norman, Okla., 1972), pp. 274- 78.
In [March, 1869], Corbett, Williams, and Mallory had written to USG recommending Charles Lafollet as agent, Grande Ronde Agency.-LS (undated),
DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Ore. On March 25, USG nominated
Lafollet. On July 8, 1871, Archbishop of Oregon City Francis N. Blanchet,
Portland, wrote to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker. wThe shufflings of the methodists have forced Mr Charles Lafollett, Indian agent at
Grande Ronde, to give his resignation. As soon as I heard of it, I immediately
sent a telegram to you, to beg of you not to accept it, until you heard from
me.... J.frankly declare that the new policy of the President in ruviding the care
of the Indians among the various religious denominat ions, has proved to be far
from being as favorable to our inwan Catholic missions as it would at first appear to be...."-LS, ibid. Printed, with correspondence between Blanchet and
Delano, in pamphlet form (Portland, I 871 ), ibid. Related papers are ibid. See
Peter J. Rahill, The Catholic India11 Missions and Grant's Peace Policy: 18701884 (Washington, 1953), pp. 50-57. On Dec. 20, USG nominated Patrick B.
Sinnot to replace Lafollet.
Also on Dec. 20, USG nominated T. B. Odeneal to replace Meacham. On
March S, I87LSJ, John H. D. Henderson, Eugene, wrote to Mitchell. "I berewith send a recommendation from the American Home Missio,1ary Society for
my appointment as Superintendent oflnruan Affairs for Oregon. This Society
is located in New York City, as you will discover from the paper. The recommet1dation is made on the ground that President Grant thas to some extent
adopted the policy in this State of placing the Jndiavs under the care of different religious denominations. Yakama, Seletts & Grand Ronde under the
Methodist; Warm Springs, Umatilla and Nespearces under Presbyterians, and
some I believe under Roman-Catholics up towards Spokan country; and I ~
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lte¥e none under Congreationalists, although this denomination has been laboring in Oregon for more than 25 years. During the rebellion Congregationaljsts were probably the most thoroughly loyal denomination in America &
more unanimously republican in their politics. I think it probable that about
the close of this Modoc difficulty there will be a change in the Superintendency
of Oregon. And I request you to present this recommendation to Secretary
Delano, and do what you can for me consistenty: .. ."-ALS (misdated 1872),
DNA, RG 48, Appointment Papers, Ore. Congress abolished the office as of
July I. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVII, 468.
1875, J UNE 9. U.S. Representative Barbour Lewis of Tenn., Memphis, to
USG. '1t is not necessary I trust for me to recall to your recollection former
conversations respecting the Consulship to Leith, Scotland, and your i.Hsaette
aetts et' assurance to me that if I nominated a man you would appoint him. I
have t he honor now to present the name of Robert McKenna, a gentleman
every way capable and worthy. He has been a citizen here for 26 years, and last
fall was elected on the Republican ticket State Senator by an overwhelming
majority. He was a native of Omo, ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On the same day, Lewis wrote to Secretary of
State Hamilton Fish on the same subject.-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid.
On June 20 and Oct. 10, Fish recorded in his diary. "I show the President a letter from Barbour Lewis a member of Congress from 9 Dist. Tennessee asking
the appointment of Robert McKenna as Consul at Leith in pursuance as he
claimed of a promi'se from the President. I told the President that I could not
recommend the removal of the present incumbent. He assented and directed
that he should remain." "General Babcock hands me a communication from
Barbour Lewis recommending the appointment of Robert McKenna as Consul
at Leith, Scotland, stating that t he President requested that I should speak
with him relative to it; doing so the President inquires whether the Robeson
now consul there is the one of whom I had spoken as being such a good consul. I tell him no, the man of whom I had spoken is Robinson, Consul at Hamburg, but the man at Leith is also a good man, and I remind the President of
the circumstances of his appointment, that having 'b een recalled from Turk's
island, he had seen the President who bad directed me to give him another appointment, and that he had been sent to Tangiers and then to Leith. He remembered the case and said that Lewis had spoken to him wishing to put one
Tennessee man in the place ofanother. I mentioned that McKenna was, I understood a Scotchman by birth, which he said was conclusive."-DLC-Hamilton
Fish, John T. Robeson remained as consul, Leith.
1873, JuNE 12.. W. H. D. Brown, St. Louis, to USG. "I this day received a
communication from the Hon Secretary of the Treasury, informing me, that it
would be to the interest of the Department, ifl would resign. Without stating
why the change was desired, or what, if any thing, I had done detrimental to
the Department, to cause the change. I will say, that I was connected with this
institution as a nurse, when you was here and connected with the Custom
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House; and that [ remained here untill the Spring of 1861, and that I then left
to enter into the service of the United States, in behalf of that good old Flag,
our firesides, and our Families, and that in 1862 I entered the regular Army, of
the United States as Hospital Steward, and was steward of the general hospital at Jefferson City Mo, and while there reported to Col. Bland, Commander
of the Post, the fact that Dr. Geo. W. Stipp, Brigade Surgeon and Medical
Director, had stolen over $200 00 hospital fund, that I had by careful management saved, to purchase Milk, Butter, Eggs &c, for the very sick ones, in accordance with the then existing Regulations of the Army.. • . Some time after
the close of the war, I had the pleasure of being appointed Steward, of the U.S.
Marine Hospital, in this City, and here I found Dr. S. H. Melcher, (an old army
friend wbom I had thought much of) to be Surgeon in Charge, the Dr persisted in keeping prostitutes in the Hospital at the expense of Government, it
being a violation of the Laws of common decency, I preferred chargs against
him, which when investigated, were sustained and Doctor Melcher was removed,. and Dr Geo. T. Allen was appointed as his successor, and for near six
months prior to the removal of Doctor Melcher, I performed the work of both
Surgeon and Steward, and received only the pay of the Steward, and in conclusion Mr President, I wish to state that J do not visit gaming houses, ofr Saloons. I never was drunk in my life, always studied and practiced economy, have
always endeavored to be strictly honest, and feel, that the records of the War,
and Treasury Department, Show a long, honest, and faithful, stewardship from
me, and that it would be no more than Justice on the part of the Department,
if the Department desires a change ofStewards, to inform me why that change
is made, and and that if charges have been preferred against me, I may have a
chance to defend my character, and the reputation ofmy Family-..."-ALS,
ONA, RG 56, Letters Received. On June 11, Elias W, Fox, surveyor of cus-•
toms, St. Louis, wrote to Brown. "By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury I hand you herewith his letter of 6th inst inviting your resignation of the
office of Steward. I exceedingly regret that this step has been taken, but feel assured that it has been done solely on account of the determination of the Dept
to employ only such Stewards w4w, as are not encumbered with families... .''Copy, ibid. A memorandum of June l8 stating that "Dr George T. Allen, Surgeon in charge of the U. S. Marine Hospital at St Louis" and others recommended "a Mr Curtis" as steward is ibid. George G. Curtiss replaced Brown.
l87S, J UNE 16. George M. Willing, "Genl. Superintendent of the Willing
Mining and Exploring Expedition," St. Louis, to USG. "I am about to take a
Colony of one hundred persons to settle permanently in Central Arizona, and
also to develop some rich mines belonging to my Company. l t is a heavy expense to arm these people and I request that you will endorse this letter with
a favorable reference to the Secretary of War for the needed supply of arms for
our protection. I will give ample security for the return of the urns to the government. I shall be careful not pass through any Indian reservation or in any
manner interfere with them, and will use the arms so furnished solely against
hostile Cndians-who may attact us-I ask this as a citizen, and will enter into
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good and sufficient bonds for our good behaviour-... Please answer soon as
I wish to start the Expedition in July next."-ALS, DNA, RG 156, Letters Received. On June 26, Secretary of War William W Belknap wrote to Willing
declining to provide arms.-LS (press), ibid.
1873,

JuNE

17.

Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to USG, Long Branch..

"Personal ... lam under the impression that before you left here you expressed
the intention of returning to have a Cabinet meeting on the 20th. I write for
the two fold purpose. I of asking whether you will come to my house where we
wi11 try to make you comfortable during your stay-or if not to sleep, then to
take your meals. 11. to know at what time you will be here. Mr. Robeson has
just left me: he proposes taking his family away within a few days; and will be
governed, as to the time of departure, by your intentions as to being here.
Will you please ask Gen'!. Babcock to have the goodness to telegraph me, tomorrow, stating whether you will be here this week-and if so at what time. I
shall also have a room for Babcock if his house be dismantled."-Copy, DLCHamilton Fish. On June 18, Culver C. Sniffen wrote to cabinet members. "I
have the honor to inform you that the President leaves Long Branch this evening and expects to be at the Executive Mansion to-morrow morning."Copy, DLC-USG, ll, 2.
1873, JuNE 17. Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson to USG. ''On receiving information of the arrival of the rescued portion of the crew of the
Polaris, at St John's, Newfoundland, I determined, in the absence of direct regular communication with that port, to send, as has been before reported to you
the U. S.S. ' Frolic,' then lying at New York, to bring them to the United States.
As it was obviously proper in view of the prompt and responsible action which
might be required, that the Government should, as soon as possible, be in possession of the fullest & most reliable information upon all the circumstances of
the case, the Frolic was ordered to bring directly to Washington, all the persons having personal knowledge on the subject. On their arrival here, to the
end that their knowledge might be accurately & fully elicited, judged of & preserved, not only for the guidance of the Government, but for the benefit of science and the information of the world, I associated with myself for their examination, Commo. Wm Reynolds, the senior officer of the Navy Department,
himself an old Ex.plorer,-Professor Spencer F. Baird, of the Smithsonian Institution, a distinguished Scientist & Member of t he National Academy, who
had taken great interest in the Expedition & prepared some of the scientific instructions for it, and Capt. H. W. Howgate, of the Army Signal Service, from
wl1icb Corps Mr Meyer had been detaiJed as Meteorologist of the Expedition.
In the course of the examination, which occupied six days, we have taken, separately & fully, upon all the poi,nts involved upon which they had, or professed
to have, knowledge, the statement & examination of each adult individual of
the party, who could understand or speak any English, including aU of the
persons rescued, excepting the wife of Hans Christian, & the children. These
statements & examinations were carefully taken down in short hand at the
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time, & are now, together with the diaries kept by some of the party on the ice,
and a diary of the cruise of the PolaTis, kept in German by Hermann Simons,
one of the seamen remaining on board-picked up on the ice after the separation from the ship,-being rapidly printed,-the bulk of them being already in
type. A detailed statement of the results arrived at, will be found in the report
signed by myself and all the gentlemen associated with me, which is herewith
inclosed, and to which is annexed a copy of the last despatch of Capt. Hall,
made from what is apparently t he original draft in his own handwriting, found
among his personal papers in his writing desk, which was preserved on the ice
by Esquimau Joe, & by him delivered to me in the presence of the Board. It is
accompanied also by an outline map prepared by Mr. Meyer, giving a general
outline of the Geographical results. This report is made directly to yourself, as
the person under whose orders the Expedition was organized, and l have myself signed it, concurring as I do in all its statements & conclusions . .. .~Copy, ONA, RG 45, Letters Sent to the President. HED, 43- 1-1, part S,
pp. 283-85. Robeson remarked further on the investigation and explained efforts to outfit a relief expedition. The report fi:oru Robeson and others to USG
ofJune 16 conveying information from interviews with survivors of the Polaris
expedition is ibid., pp. 285-94. See PUSG, 20,209; New York Times, June 6-7,
20, Oct. 5, 1873; Chauncey C. Loomis, Weird and Tragic Shores: The Story of
Charles Francis Hall, Explorer(New York, 1971 ), pp. 297-S54.
1873, J UNE 18. William M. Alexander, Athens, Tenn., to USG. "Your humble writer, wishing to enter the Military Academy, at West Point, would be
very much gratified, if you should nominate him to fill the first vacancy, which
may occur among the number ofappointments, at your dis.posal, if none at present exist If I should be honored, with an appointment from you, and should
pass the ordeal ofexamination, (of which I am confident) I would ever endeavor
to prove myself worthy of the trust. My Bro., two years my senior, was recently
appointed to the place, I now seek, but having only a few weeks preparation,
failed in his exn. Col. Crutch.field our rep., in Congress, from this, the third
congressional district of Tenn., has nominated a ward ofCol. Gaskill of the late
'Confederate army,' hence my appeal to you... ."-ALS, DNA, RG 941 Correspondence, USMA. On June 20 and July 7, William W. Alexander, Athens,
wrote to USG. "Allow the solicitude of a father to plead an apology for this intrusion-... What I wish to plead is chis if my oldest son, John, can come up
again for exn this autumn [ should like for him to have another trial~But if
the exn of yr appointee will not occur before next year then I solicit the honor
for my second son, William Montrose Alexander-My son informed you, J
believe, in his letter that before my other son, John, applied to Col Crutchfield
our Congl rep., he had promised the favor to Mr Whitesides, a stepson of
Col V. H. Gaskill of Chattanooga, in consequence of wh. our only chance for
another trial is through your Excellency-May I 11ot mention a large family,
a small income and unfaltering devotion to the flag of my country when loyalty was deemed a crime and Treason commanded a premium-During the
rebellion of the secessionists I suffered in person and property for my fidelity
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to the Federal Govt-I served the U.S. as A. A. Surgeon-and since the close
of that terrible conflict I have conducted a republican newspaper, by wh. I lost
money-.. .'' "I beg of your Excellency the favor of regarding neither my
own letter or that of my son, recently addressed to you, as reflecting on
Col Crutchfield, our Cong. rep.-in the reference made to the nomination, by
him, of the step-son of Col Gaskill, .. :"-ALS, ibid. William Alexander, who
entered USMA in 1874, did not graduate. On Jan. 18, 1875, Frank D. Alexander, Rogersville, Tenn., wrote to [USG]. "A nephew of mjne has been suspended or dismissed from West Point for some slight offence.-Wm Alexander is his name. All his friends, includg myself, are, have always been, and will
continue to be your hearty supporters: and will be glad, if, on inquiry, you see
cause to reinstate him-"-ALS, ibid See Johnson, Papers, 7, 429-31.
1873, JuNE 18. Mary Ann Daniel, Wakefield, England, to USG. "Permit me
to thank you most sincerely for your kind condescension in forwarding my application for increase of Pension for my afflicted Son! I deeply grieve to state
from the Commissioner's report that the Law requires a personal testimony of
his insanity being caused by the War. In the Major's present state it would be
impossible for me to obtain any knowledge of his personal friends in America.
Under these circumstances I am advised to seek relief by Special enactment of
Congress. May I beg the favor of your Excellency's kind Patronage on this distressing occasion?"-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. On April 18 and 28, 1874, Daniel wrote to USG on the samesubject.ALS, ibid. For John Townsend Daniel, former capt., 36th N. Y., and maj., 1st
Md. Cav., see SRC, 43-1-34, 43- 2-616.
1873, JuNE 18. No-Pa-Watha and many others, Osage Council Ground, Indian Territory, to USG. "We as the representatives, of the Osage Nation and
people, have been tutored, that in times of trouble, it is our duty to appeal to
you, as our Protector for good advice and relief.-None ofus have ever had the
great honor of seeing you, and taking you by the hand, as our father, but our
hearts are with you, for we have heard the glad tidings, from all parts of the
Country, that you are a great and good man, that the Great Spirit who rules
over all Nations, has selected, to do good to all people-, and like your first
great chief, General Washington, that you are a friend to the red man-. We
pray, therefore, that, the Great Spirit may protect you, and guide you, while
we present to you our grievances, and incline your heart towards us, as a kind
father Listens to his children-. We are in great trouble and need yow· advice.... Within the last few days our Agent, Hon. Isaac T. Gibson a very good man
has summoned our chiefs and Council at his head quarters, and has informed
us, that through, a Deputy Marshall, the U. S. Court, for the Western District
of arkansas, has demanded the surrender, for trjal, of the mm·derers of the
whiteman, that was killed, as already stated-without however naming any
particular person or persons, leaving it to the Agent to determine, t he identity
ofthe guilty person or persons -. We informed the Agent, that the Indian that
killed the whiternan in question, was at the time himself killed by the party of

424

Calendar: JuNE l 8, 187 3

whitemen alluded to, in the manner, and under the circumstances already related, and that were he living we would be glad to turn him over and have him
punished-by the court. and with the kindest feelings towards your Government, and all of its citizens, we have informed our Agent. that we could not a.t
present, feel ourselves justified, in taking final action in this matter, ttnttt until
all parties concerned, had received your advice in the premises, ... Our reasons, deduced from the facts, for pleading with you for this great favor, are
substancially as follows: 1st: That the guilty party has been killed, and has suffered the just penalty of his crime, and can not therefore be surrendered; aud
t hat our innocent ~ people should not suffer, for the crimes of our guilty
ones, who have already suffered; 2nd: That the surrender of all or a part of the
innocent Indian party aforsaid, who for civil and legitimate purposes, were engaged in hunting wild game on the plains, would work a very great hardship
and injustice to them, in draging them near two hundred miles to be tried for
their lives by a ~ court of strangers at enormous expense, and with the
weight of very heavy predgudices against them, known to exist-. Such a
course, in this case, would moreover, preclude the introduction, before the
court, of the most important testimony in the case, for if the innocent Indians,
who were witnesses to the crime complained of, and who tried to prevent it,
are arrested, as the perpetrators of t hat crime, they can not of course, be permitted to testify in their own behalf before the Court-: and the only testimony, t6 in regard to the affair, as witness to the act of killing, would doubtless be given in, by the whitemen, who were with the one that was killed-and
whose lives were actually saved by our party of innocent hunters, who remonstrated against the conduct, of their guilty comrade, who was killed-. For, all
will admit, that had our hunting party, well armed for the hunt, been so disposed, they could have as readily killed all three of the whitemen refered to, as
to have killed but one of them-. It occurs to us, that it would be as just to arrest the two whitemen who were not murderd, and who drew their pistols.first,
and will doubtless be witnesses in the case, against the Indians; as to arrest the
innocent Indians, who endeavored to prevent the crime, and thereby debar
them of any hope of impartial testimony in their defense-: srd: T hat under
all the circumstances, we think this case is a peculiar one, and is of an international or diplomatic chara.cter, and does not properly come within that catalogue, or class of alledged misdemeanors, that can be justly disposed of in all
its beariugs, by a simple court ofjustice, such as that of the western District of
Ar kansas, but that it is a case, or question, that should be settled by you, as our
Supreme Protector under our Treaties with your Government, and under which
we hold, that you, as chief Executive, and our Guardian are bound to see that
we get justice in all thfogs. We have endeavored to show to you, that it will be
impossible for our innocent hunters refered to, to get justice, if they are tried
by the Court as Criminals instead of being used as witnesses. Furthermore, we
understand, that under your Constitution, the treaty making power resides
chiefly, with your Executive Department, and as you are the chief of that
Department, and are bound by our Treaties to protect ~ us, we think that our
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appeal under the circumstances is properly before you-, and that you have a
right to see that our treaties are executed in our protectiou-: 4th: That
should our innocent hunti.ug party, or any part of them,~ be turned over,
to the Court, and punished for a crime, that they themselves endeavored to
prevent, and which they regret, as much as any ofd1e whites, we fear that the
effects of such procedure, will be to make our people, and particularly our
young men, loose confidence in the good faith of the Government and people
of the United States, and make our young men difficult for us to control; and
thereby retard their advancement fltttl in civilization, and might in spite of our
efforts and wishes, lead to an unhappy state of affairs, not only among the Indians themselves, but also between them and the whites-. We pray you, our
father to save us from such misfortunes-. Deeply impressed with your high
sense ofjustice, and generous disposition towards all weak and helpless people,
and reposing that confidence in you, that an innocent child confides in a parent, and guardian, we trust our destiny to you, beUeving that you will be merciful to us, and extend to us, all the lenity i.u your power-. And we pledge you
atl the honor and integrity in our natures, that if you will give our grievances
a favorable consideration we will at all times hereafter, do all in our power, to
carry out our treaty-stipulations, and to cultivate peace and prosperty among
our people; and among all the Indians, and between the Indians, and the Government of the United States and its citizens, and we further pledge ourselves
to abide by your decision and action in this oase."-DS (by mark), DNA, RG
75, Letters Received, Neosho Agency.
1873, JuNE 19. Orville E. Babcock to William L. Pinnell, nLane's Prairie P. 0.
Maries Co. Mo." "Your letter to the President is at hand. In reply he requests
me to say that there is some mistake in this matter as he has no property in the
county you mention."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
1873, JuNE 19. George P. Fisher, U.S. attorney, Washington, D . C., to USG.
uMy friend Col Lofland the Republican Representative from Delaware was
here some t ime ago whilst you were away and desired to see you in regard to
the application of Mr James 8. Lockwood, the son ofGenl H. H. Lockwood for
a 2d lieutenancy in the army. Not being able to see you Col. Lofland requested
me to see you personally and say that he would take it as a great kindness to
himself if you would gratify young Lockwood's ambition to enter the army. I
have been several times to the Ex. Mansion to discharge the promise I made
Lofland to see you but have missed you eacb time. I may add that I should be
very much pleased also if Mr Lockwood could receive the appointment he desires. He is a very worthy and excellent young gentleman and I have no doubt
wiU make a good officer."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 3817 1873. Related papers are ibid. On Dec. 1, USG nominated James B. Lockwood as 2nd It., 23rd
Inf., to date from Oct. 1. See Charles Lanman, Farthest N01th; or, the Life and

Explorations of Lieutenant James Booth Lockwood, ofthe Greely Arctic Expedition (New York, 1893).
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1873, JuNE 19. U.S. Representative Godlove S. Orth of Ind., Lafayette, to
USG. "Permit me to suggest to your favorable consideration the name of N. J.
Bozarth Esqr of Valparaiso Indiana, for appointment as Cadet at the Military
Academy at West Point. Mr B. served gallantly as a soldier during the War for
the suppression of the rebellion-having entered the service at the tender age
of fourteen, and is yet within the age prescribed by Act of Congress for the admission of such Cadets, as have served a year or more in the U.S. Army...."ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On March 22, 1869, Nelson J.
Bozarth, Valparaiso, had written to USG seeking appointment to USMA.
•·... When the war closed I was in the 9th Illinois Cavalry, Co. C. ... I am between nineteen and twenty years ofage, and since the war have been attending
college and teaching school a\ternate.ly.... "-ALS, ibid., Unsuccessful Cadet
Applications. Bozarth did not attend USMA.

1873, JuNE 19. Mary F. Tully, Adelphi, Iowa, to USG."... times is hard here
in Iowa and money scarce and hard to get it is a big task for me to undertake
to write to the president but we dont no who our friends is till we try them
now do please make up a thousan dollar check and send it to me ..."-ALS,
D.NA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
1873, JUNE 20. U.S. Representative Joseph R. Hawley of Conn., Hartford, to
USG. "My old and esteemed friend Gen. Dan Tyler, whom I greatlyeMeetH respect as a chivalrous and gallant gentleman and who was the military father
and preceptor of 6ttf' e many Connecticut officers, having organized & disciplined our three regiments of three months men which furnished officers for
many of the three years regiments, has a son in the class that has just graduated at West Point The son is a manly, honorable fellow. He stood 3 I and is
etttt entitled to a place in the cavalry if I understand correctly. The General is
extremely anxious that the son shall go into the most active service possible,
and the son concurs. The father tells me he would much prefer the Fourth Cavalry, Col. MacKenzie's. Ifhe could not get that, he would like the 8th. Seeing
the solicitude of the old ~eneraJ, I volunteer to write to you, submitting the
whole matter to your kindness. Subject to all the necessities and proprieties of
the case, I respectfully ask that, if possible with justice to others, you will assign CadetA11gustus C. Tyler to the Fourth Cavalry, or the 8th. lt would greatly
please an bonorable old soldier & be eaMiflereti received with feelings of personal gratitude ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 94•, ACP, 4816 1875. On Dec. 1, USG
nominated Augustus C. Tyler, USMA 1873, as 2nd It., 4th Cav.

I873, JUNE .23. Andoine Nawadjwaurns and many other Chippewas to USG.
"We the Undersigned, Chiefs, Indians, and Half Breeds, residing in the Red
Cliff and Bad River Reservations, comprised in the Lake Superior D epartment
so called, humbly beg to represent to Our Great Father at Washington, The
President of the United States, that He has always sent among us, as Agents,
men probably well recommended to him, but whom we found, after they were
placed over us, of very loose principles, looking only to their own interests, be-

Calendar:JuNE 23, 1873

427

ing strangers to us, t9 our customs, language and religion, and in consequence
doing very little to relieve our temporal wants, when in distress, and manifesting no care to supply our children with proper education, because they appointed Teachers in whom we have had no confidence, in manifest violation of
our right of conscience, and against the demands of the Priests of the Catholic
Church, to which All the Christia11s of these Reservations belong, with the exception of very few at Bad River, only. Now, 011 account of these and other just
causes ofcomplaint, and learning with satisfaction, that Our Great Father has
announced it as his determination to do equal Justi.ce to all his red children,
without distinction ofReligion, Race or Tribe, We the Catholic Indians, Chiefs
& People of those Reservations, who from ninety per cent of the whole population in said reservations do beg and beseech Our Great & just Father at
Washington, to appoint an Agent here among us, who will feel for our wants,
and sufferings, will send us tl1e good Sisters of charity to teach our daughters,
and the Christian Brothers to instruct our Sons, in order that we may be able, in
peace, quiet and happiness, to earn an honest living, to do our duty to God, and
be worthy citizens of the United States. And your children of the forest, will,
as in duty bound, ever pray for their great and good Father at Washington."DS (most by mark), Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wis. On June 2.5,
H. Quigley, "Pastor & Missionary," Bayfield, Wis., wrote to Charles Ewing
condemning local Indian agents and Congregationalists for mistreating Catholics on the reservations.-ALS, ibid.
1873, JUNE 23. Bishop Henry B. Whipple, Faribault, Minn., to USG. "Personal. ... Will you allow me to trespass on your time to ask on behalf of myself& many of your friends a favor-For fourteen years I have labored to build
up here schools of such high character that they shall be for the glory of God
& the good of men when this north west shall swarm with millions-lfl say it
there are none with a fairer reputation-Our boys school is one of which I am
proud. Col Scott who has been our military instructor has made it a west
Point-You would be proud of our manly western boys & of their efficient
drill-The Secretary of war has felt it a duty to the service to order Col Scott
away-we need another detail l have asked for Lt James M Lancaster 3d Artillery, he is a man of character such as we need-If you can say a kind word
former shall be deeply grateful-I refer you to Senator Conkling-Governor
Dix-Secy Delano, my cousin Chas Ford of St Louis or any members of the
Episcopal Church-Assuring you of my high regard & praying God to bless
you ... "'- ALS,DNA, RG 94, ACP, 51 IS 1872. On June 21, Whipple had written to Charles D. Ford on the same subject, but probably meant to address
USG's friend Charles W. Ford. "... You know a friend at court can be of real
service-Now dear cousin I have worked 14 years and gathered all my hopes
around my schools-Cornelia & myself have given our lives to it & if you w,iJ}
do me the favor to write a letter to Pres Grant & tell him you do feel a real interest in my work and ask for me this officer I will owe you such a debt of gratitude I cannot repay-...» -ALS, ibid. On July 8, USG favorably endorsed this
letter.-AES, ibid. On April 12, 1876, Whipple wrote to USG requesting that
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1st Lt. James M. Lancaster, USMA 1862, coutinue at Bishop Seabury Missiou,
Faribault.-ALS, ibid.
1873, J UNE 24. USG order amending consular regulations on shipping.OS, DLC-Executive Orders. On June 28, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish
wrote to USG. "l enclose for your signature, in case you approve, an order for
certain changes in the Consular feebill which are intended to relieve our navigation in Hayti of some fees which are found onerous, in the competition with
other nations."-Copy, DNA, RG 59, Domestic Letters. See US. Statutes at
Large, XI, 57=58.
1873, JuNE 24. Commodore Daniel Ammen to USG, Long Branch. "I fear my
digressive habit ofspeaking in presenting a subject has left you in uncertainty
in relation to t he bearing of some points that I endeavored to explain in Mrs
Atocha's case.-1 will state them briefly: 1st. That the law which I enclose, in
itself does not contemplate an appeal from the decision of the court of claims:
2nd. That if the attorney General should regard it otherwise, and does not intend to appeal the case, he may without embarrassment inform the Secretary
of the Treasury of his opinion and the latter be instructed, if necessary, to issue
a warrant to Mrs Atocha to draw the money.-additional bonds will be required of her as adm.inistratrix,-lf she has the money, by depositing with Jay
Cooke, Riggs & Co, or other responsible bankers she could readily obtain the
required bonds. 3rd. The Court of Claims regards the case as not properly appealable under the law and has so expressed it.-ln a conversation with the attorney General he informed me that he did not think an appeal was probable
and advised me to see the Sec'y of the Treasury, who might have the opinion
that no appeal was provided by law, and if otherwise, .and he would ask his
opinion on that point it would be given without delay. 4th. I called on the Sec'y
of the Treasury as suggested; he declined allowing the money to be drawn, or
asking the opinion of the attorney Gen'l as to the intent of the law under which
the case was brought before the court of claims.-A stay of three months after
a decision iof the Court is for the purpose of allowing time for the attorney
Gen'l to examine as to whether an appeal should be taken.-Ifthe question of
a non appeal is settled from either of the causes cited it seems to me only reasonable that Mrs Atocha should be allowed to draw the money, and free herselffrom the embarrassment caused hy asking an increase of her bonds in the
orphan's court which has in fact to decide upon the legality of all payments she
may make in settling up the estate."-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the
President. The enclosure ii; ibid. Expelled from Mexico in 1845, AlE:xander J,
Atocha's claim originated under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. See SRC,
35- 1-1 , 38-1-70. On Dec. 8, 1873, Robert W Tayler, !st Comptroller, wrote
to USG. "Herewith I have the honor to transmit a copy of the paper relative to
the Atocha claim, prepared at the request of the Secretary of the Treasury, and
shown to you Saturday afternoon. Mr Atochas letter to Commodore Ammen
is scarcely a fair representation of what occurred at thjs office; and I am quite
sure that Mr Robeson would not have expressed the opinion attributed to him
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by Commodore A had he known the facts; for, as a lawyer of experience, he
must know that a court of law, or a chancellor, on or after rendering a judgment or decree in favor of an administrator, would, on motion ofh eirs or creditors, or sua sponte, where the facts had been made known, order the retention
of t he sum recovered, under the control of the court, where the administrators
bond was insufficient. until sufficient bond should be filed in the proper Court
of Probate; of which sufficiency the court or chancellor would have the right to
judge. Probably the Court of Claims would have no such power; yet its exercise by the Executive Department of the government is not only proper, but
may be a duty. I do not see that the present case is outside of the general practice, or of the principle stated; and I trust Commodore Ammen will see that,
while adhering to the uniform practice, I have had no reference to the persons
interested:'- ALS, ONA, RG 60, Letters from the President. Related papers
are ibid.
187S, .Jum 26. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. " I have caused a
commission to be made out for W W Murray, Esq as District Attorney for the
Western District of Tennessee in place of H. E. Hudson deceased. Two names
were presented, Mr. Boyd was recommended by Mr. Nun, a member of Congress from that district. and Mr. Murray by Mr. Lewis, another member from
the same part of the State. Brownlow, Maynard and Harrison also recommended Murray to-gether with a great number oflawyers and judges of the
courts. He was late a Republican candidate for Congress, is Southern born, and
was a Union soldier during the war, and has at all times been a true Union man.
I should think from what I learn about him that be is well qualified for the place,
and that his appointment will give general satisfaction."-Copy, DNA, RO 60,
Letters Sent to Executive Officers. On Dec. 2, USG nominated William W
Murray as U.S. attorney, Western District, Tenn. On June 19, Noah H. Swayne,
U.S. Supreme Court, Cincinnati, had written to USG. "There is a vacancy in
the Office of Attorney of the United States for the Western District of Tennessee. It is very important that the Office should be filled by an able lawyer. I
am satisfied that Judge James O Pierce of Memphis is Eminently qualified for
the place, and I Earnestly advise that he be appointed. I have written thjs letter without solicitation from any quarter, and am influenced by no motive but
a desire for the public good."-ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments.
On June 24, L. D. McKisick, Memphis, wrote to USG. "This letter is accompamed by a paper Signed by many of the respectable members of this bar,
recommending Judge Pierce for the office of U. S. district attorney for West
Tenn-Frankly; it is a spontaneous effort, on the part of the lawyers, to induce
your Excellency, in making this appointment, to allow other considerations,
than those merely political to have their due weight- . . ."-ALS, ibid. A petition dated June 20 from McKisick and thirteen others concerning James 0.
Pierce is ibid.

1873, JuNE SO. Lt. Col. Pinkney Lugenbeel, Fort Wayne, Mich., to USG. '1
have the honor respectfully to request, that the name of my son, John Greene
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Lugenbeel, may be placed upon the list of the Hon: the Secretary of War, to be
appointed next spring, as a cadet to the U. S. Military Academy-reporting,
June 1st 1875. At that time, he will be ofsuitable age; and I trust, well qualified
to pass his examination. r make this application for two reasons-One, because
my son wishes to become an educated soldier-The other is, because I would
like to be represented in the army, when my t ime comes to pass away.''-ALS,
ONA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. John G. Lugenbeel, who entered
USMA in 1875, did not graduate.
1873, .JuLY 1. USG proclamation announcing implementation of treaty articles regulating fisheries and inland shipping between the U.S. and Canada.DS, DLC-Hamjlton Fish. Foreign Relations, 1873, pp. 27-28. On June 5,
USG had authorized Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to sign an agreement
"fixing the time when certain Articles of the Treaty between the United
States and Great Britain of the 8th of May 1871, will take effect."-DS, DLCHamilton Fish.
1873, JULY s. Allen M . Gunn, Cokerville, Ala., to USG. "I wrote to you a few
days ago, but I am aware that nothing speciiic was stated in that letter, resting my appeal entirely on a consciousness of my own rectitude, and my own
knowledge of the difficuties and misery which now press so heavyly upon me.
1 refrained from making some statements, which, on a more mature reflection,
justice to myself and the appeal that I now make to my friends for help, demand
that I should make known; and I do not wish to be branded with the attempt to
obtain assistance without deserving it, or to ask a favor without earning it. For
ifl could tell all on t his Sheet of paper, that has befallen me Since the murder
ofour lamented President, Abraham Lincoln, and the inauguration of the tr aitor, Andy Johnson, and particularly since the passage of the 'reconstruction
acts' it would be heart-rending and sickening to humanity. But will only give
two cases, which I very much regret to do, but conscious ofmy own condition
& the justness ofmy plea I shall make them as truthfully as I can. Sometime in
the Summer of 1871, (date not now at hand,) r was most cruelly beaten in the
Street (ofJ Evergreen, by one John S. Sterns with a large stick over the head,
having knocked me down before 1 was aware of it. Also on the night of 17th
Oct. 1871 was waylayed on the public highway, by Thos Salter & others and was
most cruelly beaten with clubbs for no other cause, known, only that I was a
d- mn radical and would not vote the democratic ticket-two young men being
i:n company with me, detected the voice of Salter, Ben Page, and Wm DanielThese two cases were attempted to be prosecuted, but no justice can be obt ained in the civil courts of Ala at least in this Section of country. Now what I
wish to call to mind, is that my mind has been very much impaired by the severe blows recieved on my head. Judge A . W. Jones has frequently mentioned
this matter to me, as being very perceptible to him, in our private conversation. I regret very much to mention this fact but the Scars can be Seen to this
day, on my head, (now nearly Sixty years of age,) inflicted for no other cause,
than that I loved my country and was willing to live or die for it. Yes, for the

Calendar:JULY 4, )873

431

boon granted me by the many toils aud Sufferings of my patriot fathers, &
doubly Sealed by the best blood of their devoted children have I thus suflered
for my adherence to its cause; and I am proud to bear the Scars of my devotion
to my country, and her free institutions. Persecution and Social ostracism cannot move me, and my dying, lisping words shall be 'devotion' to my God and my
COUNTRY. It need not be denied that Social ostracism is as unrestrained in the
South at this time as it ever was, though prosecuted in a more Secret danish
manner. But my pen is running away with my thoughts. I cannot propose any
manner in which relief may be granted me, ifany notice be taken of the humble
request of one who feels that his cause is just as plausible as one who Spilt his
precious blood on the field of battle in defence of the 'Stars and Strips' I have
heretofore refrained from Saying much about this matter, willing to bear patiently all my afflictions, rather than be deemed the cause of further irritation
or disorder aud was willing to live and die in humble obscurity, had not stern
necessity driven me to my present course. I hope Sir, you may give this matter
a careful consideration and take such course as you may deem most proper... .
NB. If I have done wrong in thus addressing you, please commit this to the
flames. Although [ have written this in a private confidential way, am nevettheless willing that a full and impartial investigation be made before congress
or any other department-as many facts can be adduced of my great sufferings,
by reliable witnesses, which cannot be portrayed t0n this Sheet of paper"ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. See PUSG, 22, 15.
187S, luLY 4. Charles Casey, Carlow, Ireland, to USG. "Being without a fel1ow citizen that I know of, within a radius of 55 miles-and feeling somewhat
like a solitary christian in Mecca, I feel that the best thing to be done under the
circumstances is, to pay my respects to you. I have this morning-as has been
my custom for ten years flung out the 'Stars & Stripes' from the East Tower at
Sunrise, and have organised a public meeting convened for Noon-consisting
of my two boys aged respectively 8 & 6 years -being Citizens born under the
Flag-at which 'William' eldest is to read the Declaration of Independence,
and charlie' to make the speech-I being the Audience, after which we resolve
ourselves into a committee on fireworks & festivity Formerly of the mound
city-partner in firm of Armstrong & Casey-I have now been a prisoner, held
here in conjugal bonds for a decade, and no immediate hope of Cartel or manumission-Now-I very much desire some official recognition ofmy existence
as a U. S. citizen during my exile in this Island of Pigs Politics-Punch-&
potatoes, and would be pleased at some such unpaid appointmt as that conceded to 'Mark Twains' fellow Passenger on the Quaker City-but not quite so
wide in scope, such for instance as 'Commissioner ofStatistics'- for Ireland-:
which would prevent the derisive head wagging of my neighbours when r fly
the Flag-as shewing that a Citizen of the Republic is not forgotten. J may say
that I would of course transmit to the Beaureau at Washington an annual report of Population, Emigration-Crops- Manufactures &c of this Island,
condensed and carefully digested. As to character & qualifications I would refer to John B. Gray, my old Captain in N. G. St Louis John Beach Bridge
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Beach & Co St Louis Joe Franklin Barr & Co St Louis Doctor McMurray
St Louis or any of the St Louis Main Street firms of I 860. And of course am
prepared to 'produce the documents' in proof of identity and citizenship to our
consul at Dublin-and warrant for my lands held in Missouri-Trusting you
may consider my request with Sympathetic Commisseration ..."-ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Reoommendation.
1873, [July?] 6. To Secretary of State Hamilton Fish, Garrison, N. Y. ''After Thursday will suit to meet you will write or telegraph designating day"Telegram received (on the "7th"), DLC-Hamilton Fish.
1873, JuLY 8. Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano to USG, Long
Branch. "Confidential. ... Some time since, the Pension Agent at Brooklyn,
New York, Captain John Hall, was discovered to be a defaulter, and an arrangement was made with the sureties, at their instance, by which they should take
possession of the office; place a clerk selected by them in charge ofit, and permit Hall to remain, for the time being. This arrangement has stood as long as
its duration was expected by the Pension Office, when it was made. Some of the
l'iureties would be glad to have the present state of thi.ngs continue, but one of
them insists upon Hall's removal, or, otherwise, demands to be discharged from
his liability on his bond, and has put himself on record to this effect, in the
Pension Office. I deem it best, therefore, that Mr. Hall should be suspended,
and I send you, herewith, an order for his suspension, and an appointment of
his successor, who has been recommended by Governor Woodford and General Crooks, Congressmen elect from Brooklyn. At my instance, the Commissioner of Pensions has called upon Mr. Hall to resign, which he declines to do.
f deemed it best to make th.is request before removing him."-LS (press), Delano Letterbooks, Illinois Historical Survey, University ofDlinois, Urbana, ID.;
copy, Delano Letterbooks, OHi. On Jan, 24, 1871, USG had nominated John
Hall as pension agent. Brooklyn; on Dec. 2, 1873, USG nominated James
McLeer to replace Hall.
On July 17, Delano wrote to Orville E. Babcock, Long Branch. ". , , r do
most sincerely regret that McCook's name had not occurred to me in time for
the Railroad Commission in Washington Territory. It was forgetfulness that
amounts to a blunder, and would not have occurred under any other circumstances.... The North Pacific is to have an examination before long, I understand, on its road through Dakota. I am somewhat precommitted and perple?(ed about tilts matter, but still I think I shall be able to put McCook on this
commission. I understand the President deems it best to put Yates on! Is that
so? If not the way will be easy, but l think I can 'make the landing' as they say,
and take Yates along.... I leave for Ohio tomorrow, where my wife is with one
of my daughter's children who is sick. When the President comes here next I
must be present, because the Modoc question, and others of importance come
up; therefore, give me all the notice you can, in advance, of the tin1e of his coming. Our Quaker friends of the Northern Superintendency are delighted because Barclay White has been kept in office. Generous thanks from them to the
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President, come in from many quarters, ... I was in Ohio when his father died,
but was detained at home by sickness or I should have gone to Cincinnati to attend the funeral."-Copy, ibid.
1873, Jun, 8. James D. Cameron, Harrisburg, Pa., to USG, Long Branch, 1
spoke to you last Winter about giving a friend of mine from Virginia Mr
Jos T Mason a Consulship and understood you at the time to say that you
would do so... .''-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On June 15, 1874, Cameron wrote to USG on the same subject. ALS, ibid. Cameron and Joseph T. Mason had been classmates at Princeton
College. On March s, 1876, USG nominated Mason as consul, Dresden.
0

1873, JULY 12. George J. Alden, New Smyrna, Fla,, to USG. "On the 21st of
April last I was relieved from duty here as Deputy Collector and Inspector of
Customs by an order from the Treasury Department signed by the Hon
Secretary. I went to Washington and Mr Vanderbilt informed me that there
were no written charges against me but verbal ones had been made. . . . Wm S.
Abbott the present incumbent voted while in the Legislature for S B Connover
and was promised this office for the service. I woula refer you to Hon Henry
Wilson, Hon Thos L Tullock or Hon J M Edmunds. hoping that we may have
better proof that the civil Service will be inforced and believing we shall have
if brought to your attention is my motive in writing you. hoping you will
give this your earliest consideration .. ."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received. New Smyrna was within the St. Augustine customs district.
l87S, J ULY 14. USG endorsement. "Respectfully r efered to Gov.r Fish, sec.
of state, Garrison, N. Y."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and
l{ecommendation. Written on a letter of July 6 from U.S. Senator Oliver P.
Morton of Ind., Manitou, Colorado Territory, to USG. '1 beg leave to call your
attention the application of Col. Bridgland for the appointment of Consul at
Havre.. .. ."- LS, ibid. On Dec. S, 1872, John W. Douglass, commissioner of Internal Revenue, had written to USG. '1 understand that Col. Bridgland of
Ind-is thought offor Consul at Havre. Having served for sometime in the l nternal Revenue service, as Supervisor of Texas, since my connection with the
Bureau, I take great pleasure in testifying to his intelligence, integrity, and
tireless rigor as an officer...."-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid On Dec. 2,
1878, USG nominated John A. Bridgland as consul, Havre. On Aug. 5, 1876,
U.S. Representative William M. Springer of Ill. wrote to USG "that grave
charges affecting the official conduct of John A. Bridgeland, now Consul of the
United States at Havre, France, were preferred during the time he was supervisor of Internal Revenue for the state of Texas, and just previous to his appointment as Consul."-LS, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters. An enclosure is ibid.
See HRC, 44-1-760.
On March 14, I 87S, U.S. Representative Chester B. Darrall of La. had written to USG. "I enclose an application from Doct Alfred Duperier of Louisiana
to be appointed Consul at Havre France. I am informed by the Secty of State
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that no change will be made at that place, and Dr Duperier would accept an appointment elsewhere. He is recommended by the La Delegation in Cong, and
by all leading men of our party in the State. And beside by all the largest importing merchants of New Orleans...."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On June 10, Alfred Ouperiere, New Iberia,
La., wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish declining appointment as consul, Boulogne.-LS, ibid.
On July 14, E. Delafield Smith, New York City, wrote to USG. "Doctor John
de la Montagnie, recently removed from Consulship at Boulogne, France, was
a college chum of mine, and perhaps at the State Department the mode and
manner and occasion of his appointment are forgotten. He was a very leading
Republican and a member of the first Republican Convention, at Pittsburgh,
1856. When the war broke out, he assisted in raising a regiment of sharpshooters, and while at Norfolk with them, en route to the fight (beginning of
winter of 1862), was selected by Mr. Seward, who knew him well, to go to
France ... I believe Mr. Boric met him abroad and was much pleased with him,
and l hear that both Generals Dix and Washburn, as Ministers, expressed
great good will for him. Excuse me for asking you to look into this."-ALS,
ibid. See PUSG, 9, 265.
1875, JULY I 5. Secretary of War William W Belknap to USG, Long Branch.
"Fire in Navy Dept this morning. Third & Fourth stories of south wing
burned out. All of that wing badly damaged by water. Steam Engineering
collection of drawings, for years, totally destroyed; also r ecent drawings for
new Sloops. Steam Logs badly damaged. Origin offire unknown-supposed to
have originated in printer's room."-LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). On the same day, Secretary of the Navy George M.
Robeson telegraphed to USG on the same subject.-lVashington Evening Star,
July 15, 187S.
1875, JULY 16. Margaret Eaton, New York City, to USG. "I wrote you a letter
of Congratulation upon your Election & although you doubtless have received
many of the same yet perhaps from none who was more attached to my warm
& devoted friend Gen! Jackson than myself & Husband Genl John H Eaton &
looking upon you as I did upon him worthy of the Love of God & of the American people I sent my Boys 3 in number to the Poles to Vote for the Second &
only Genl Jackson now Living Ulyses Grant, I am in my 75 year of my age
Lost a fortune & am entirely dependant upon my Grand Son John Brockenbrhough Randolph, His Grandmother was the Sister of Chief Justice Marshall & my Grandson the Protege of my Excellent friend Gen Simon Camero11
My object in addressing your Excellency is to solicit an appointment in the
Regular Army where He once was appointed by Genl Cameron but from cont inued Chills & Fever He was obliged to Resign Gen! Cameron will I know be
g ratified if John is successfull-Now my Dear General do this for me & the
young man & make us both happy & forever Bless Gen Grant, My Family
Connexions are Numerous & they have always Voted for you-there-is not one
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of them Holding Office under the Goverment, Will you grant this request my
dear Gen! & make my last days happy in knowing that you have honored me by
granting my Request & made Both Mother & Son biefably Happy If you will
Read t his I feel that my prayer will be answered but ifit is thrown in the waste
Basket then I must Submit"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 2593 1872.. John B.
Randolph served as sgt., general service clerk, Sept. 13, 1873, to Jan. I, 187/i.
187 s, JuLy 18. Sarah E. Marshall, Pelham, N. Y., to USG asking for information
concerning officers stationed near the property of her "late, Husband, Levin,
R, Marshall, formerly of Natchez, Mississippi, wbome you may remember, &
who, was indebted to you, for acts, of kindness, done him, while you were in
command, oft:he Unitedstates forces, in that region, . .."-ALS, DNA, RG 94,
Letters Received, SO I S 1873. Related papers are ibid. See HRC, 50-1-925.
I 873, JULY 21. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish, Garrison, N. Y., to USG. "I
enclose a letter received with the accompanying request from Mr James Sexton that I transmit it to you-I am entirely ignorant of its contents, or its
object-"-ALS (press), DLC-Hamilton Fish.

1873, J-uLY 23. Attorney Gen. George H. Williams to USG. "l send by General Babcock the papers on file in this Department in relation to the appointment of Hon. J. W Alcorn as United States Marshal for the Southern District
of Mississippi. Jacobson the United States District Attorney and Shaughnessy
the United States Marshal in that District, both, resigned. Persons were recommended for both places by Senator A.mes and others, and by Senator Alcorn
and others. Felix Brannigan who had been Assistant United States District Attorney and went down there from Washington to hold that office, was appointed United States District Attorney upon the recommendation of Senator
Ames and others. I thought, in view of this fact, and in view also of the fact that
Senator AJ.oorn complained that the federal appointments in Mississippi were
all made from carpetbaggers and that his recommendations were not regarded,
that it would be advisable to appoint Alcorn, a southern born man, to the place
of Marshal so as, if possible, to satisfy all parties. Alcorn, you will see, was recommended not only by Senator Alcorn, but by the Governor and State officers,
the judges of the Supreme Court, and the Judge of the District Court; all of
whom I believe are prominent republicans in the State. I did not doubt, of
course, that Mr. Alcorn was and had been a r epublican; but it turns out that he
supported Greeley in the last election. He has written a letter upon the s1tbject
which you will find, in which he explains his course and apologizes for his political blunder as he calls it in the last election. I should certainly not have recommended Mr. Alcorn for appointment, if I had known he bad supported
Greeley in the last election; but now that he is appointed and has taken the
office, the question arises as to whether or not it is advisable to remove him.
No complaints of the appointment have been made here except by Senator
Ames, and it would seem from Mr. Alcorn's that it was not unacceptable to the
republicans, which might be presumed from the recommendations of the Gov-
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ernor and others. I have no doubt independent of political matters, that Alcorn
is a man of character and well fitted for the place. If you think it advisable now
to make a change you will find that Leroy S. Brown is recommended by Senator Ames and others for Marshal, and I believe he is the only person recommended for the place besides Alcorn. Please signify to me your decision in the
matter, and if you decide upon removal, 1 will have the necessary papers made
out for that purpose. I confess to some doubts as to whether a change now will
be of advantage to the republican party in the coming campaign in Mississippi
for Governor."-Copy, DNA, RG 60, Letters Sent to Executive Officers. On
J uly 26, Orville E. Babcock, Long Branch, wrote to Williams. "The President
says he thinks it better to appoint Mr Brown rather than retain the 'Chairman of the State Executive Committee' of the Democratic party during the
last campaign. That had the Democrats carried the election, without doubt
Mr Alcorn would have supported that party.... P. S. I do not find the blank
appointment you said you would send with these papers. If you sent it to
the White House I must have left jt.µ-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. On Aug. 22,
Robert J. Alcorn, Jackson, Miss., wrote to USG transmitting a clipping concerning his support for Horace Greeley and removal as marshal, Southern
District, Miss.-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. The enclosure is ibid. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Leroy S. Brown as marshal, Southern
District, Miss.
1873, JuLY 23. Lt. Col. Barton S. Alexander, San Francisco, to USG. "I would
like to send my oldest son to West Point, and I write to you to ask you to give
him a Cadet's appointment if you can do so.... I have based this application to
you on the ground of 'auld la11g sy11e'. Were I writing to a President of the
United States whom l had not known intimately in the days of our youth, and
to whom such an appeal could not be made, I would place it on the ground of
my long service in the Army. Perhaps, however, it may not be out of place to
mention to you that 1 have served thirty one years since leaving West Point,
and that I have never had a leave of absence."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. Walter S. Alexander graduated USMA in 1879.
1873, JuLY 23. Gerrit Smith, Peterboro, N. Y., to USG. "Although the cares
of State must weigh heavily upon you, f nevertheless trust that your strong
constitution sustains you & that you continue to enjoy good health. I take the
liberty to send you a couple of copies of my speech in Syracuse 011 Cuban affairs. Poor Cuba is a land of horrors-the land of slavery & slaug hter. Allow
me to ask, with all defference to your better judgement; whether our Government is doing all for this oppressed & outraged people that it should do"Copy, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y. See Ralph Volney Harlow, Gem't
Smith: Philanthropist and Reformer (New York, 1939}, p. 488.
I 873, J ULY .24. H. Morningstar, Pollard, Ala., to USG. "I need assistance of
the United states so that the United states court at Montgomery shalJ take
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charge of my affairs I cannot stand it any longer as a republican I am in
danger by officers of the county by which they destroy me & my property
Please answer I refer to senator Miller..,- Telegram received (at 10:25 P.M.),
DLC-USG, lB.
1873, JULY 25. To Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano suggesting
that Michael K. Hogan substitute for Charles Phelps among "Examining Surgeons'' for pension cases in N. Y. uDr. Hogan .. . was one of the best and most
active of our Surgeons. Before arrangements had been entered into for any exchange of prisoners he volunteered to accompany our wounded, who had fallen
into the hands of the enemy, to Libby prison,''._ The Col/eel.or, May, 1948,
M 898.
1873, AuG. I. Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson t o USG,
Long Branch. " Debt Statement to-day shows eighty millions (80.000.000)
coin, nine millions (9,000.000) currency, on hand, Reduction of debt three
hundred and seventy thousand dollars ($370,000). During July payments
were unsually heavy."-Copy, DNA, RG 56, Telegrams Sent.

James D . Vernay, "Late 1st Lt US Army," Navasota, Tex., to
USG. "I have the honor to respectfully request, that I may receive an appointmnt in the U.S. Army. as 2d Lieut in the 10th. U.S. Cavly, if after reading the accompaining papers, you may deem me worthy Such a position: I was
djsmissed the Service, in t1April 1870, on Charges gotten up through Malice,
and frvolous in their nature, and it is believed that if I had made any Effort
at Explanation, I would received au acquital at the hands of the Court. but
my feelings were very much wounded at what I considered the injusticdoneme
at the time, that l gave but little heed as to what was to be done at the time; I
now wish an opportunity to recover my good name, and want to adopt the
military as a professjon, and would therefore most earnestly and r espectfully
request that I be given an opportunity to do so:"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Applicat ions for Positions in War Dept. The enclosures are ibid. Formerly a
member of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson's staff, Vernay was court-martialed
and dismissed for mishandling money while commissary and q. m. See SRC,
J 873, AuG. 1.

58- 2-1 579.

1873, AuG. 2. USG endorsement. "I know Mr. Hepburn very well and would
be very glad to see him get such a position as he asks for:'-AES, DNA, RG
94, ACP, S383 1873. Written on a letter of July 28 from A. M. Hepburn, Milford, Conn., to Secretary of War Wimam W Belknap. "Having been informed
that the United States Government, will in a short time, establish a Military
Post on the line of the Nothem Pacific Rail Road at or near t he junction of the
Yellowstone and Powder River 's, the undersigned most respectfully solicits the
appointment of Post Trader at the above mentioned Military Post when established.''-LS, ibz'd.
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I 875, AuG. 4. To Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson. "From the 1st
day of October 1875, the pay of Master at Arms, and of Ship's Yeoman, in the
Navy, will be increased as follows: .. .''-DS, DNA, RG 45, Letters Received
from the President.
1873, Auo. 5.
Col. Benjamin Alvord, paymaster gen., to USG. "I write to
recommend to your favorable consideration the bearer William Taylor Snyder,
for appointment as Cadet at West Point from the District of Columbia. There
is a vacancy for one to enter next June. He is the son of the late Dr. John M.
Snyder of Georgetown... ,"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA.
On Aug. 9, William Hunter, 2nd asst. secretary of state, wrote to USG on the
same subject.-ALS, ibid. On the same day, Secretary of State Hamilton Fish
favorably endorsed this letter.-AES, ibid. Appointed to USMA from D. C.,
William T. Snyder did not graduate.
1873, Auc.. 6. USG note. ''Will -the Secretary of War please see Mrs. Rickett"-Gary Hendershott, Sale 80, May, 1993, no. 66. Possibly Fanny L. Ricketts, wife of retired Maj. Gen. James 8. Ricketts. See PUSG, 2 1, 497; SRC, 501-265; HRC, 50-1 - 1406; Frank Moore, Wome11 ofthe War; Their Heroism a11d
Self- Sacrifice {Hartford, 1866), pp. 17-35.
1873, AuG. 8. Elihu B. Washburne to USG. "Gov. Jewell was here for ten or
twelve days and I enjoyed his visit very much. It was a great satisfaction to me
to be able to talk with a true and sincere friend ofyours, and an intelligent man,
in regard to matters at home. The Governor will make a most creditable and
popular minister for us among the 'rugged Russian bears.' Had Mr. Bancroft
resigned he would have been a splendid man for us at Berlin. But he will do well
anywhere. Jones, as you know, is spending his holiday at Paris. He spent several days here sometime ago and was quite hoarse from a cold. Independent of
that he was better than I have seen him for years. He is really getting fat.
Among other persons who have recently been here, are Harry Wilson, Senator Allison, Mr. Francis, our minister to Greece, and Heister Clymer of Pa. As
we had to have our house repaired I took a house on thesea-shore-Boulogne
Sur-mer, for six months and I am down there a good deal and find it exceedingly pleasant. Mrs. W and the children are well-the latter have a governess
and are progressing rapidly in French and German. Capt. Pitt, of the 6th Cavalry, is at Sinzig, on the Rhine, and appear s to be doing very well. Hempstead
has gone home and is studying law jn Madison, Wisconsin. You may have seen
that my brother Israel has lost his wife. It is a great affliction to all the family.
She was a most lovely and accomplished woman and endeared to us all. My father is still living at the a,g e of nearly ninety-much older than your father was
at the time of his death. I was greatly pleased to see Mr. Luckey over here. I
trust that you find him all that I recommended him to be. Kindest regards to
all the family ..."-ALS (press), DLC-Elihu B. Washburne.
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187S, AuG. 9. USG endorsement. "Gen. Babcock will please answer in accordance with endorsement made this morning."-AE (initialed), DLC-USG,
IB. Written on a telegram of the same day from Secretary of War William W.
Belknap, Orange, N. J., to USG, Long Branch. "Telegram from Washington
informs me that interior Dept Renews request for guard for Santana and Big
Tree based on telegram received from Gov Davis who proposes to transfer
them to said Escort on aug seventh I mailed communication from interior
Dept to you calling attention to gen I Shermans Endorsement please telegraph
instructions as to Escort to me here or to Genl Townsend at Washington-"Telegram received, ibid. Also on Aug. 9, William i. Barnard, War Dept. clerk,
bad telegraphed to Belknap. "Official.... Interior Department has renewed request for guard for Santana and Big T ree based on following telegram from
Governor Davis, dated Austin Texas August 7th- 'The Indians Santana and
Big Tree will be transferred at the penitentiary Huntsville Texas to the custody of an escort of United states troops, please have the necessary detail
made. Indians to remain at Fort Sill under guard of United states troops until
our conference can be in October next.' Have submitted matter to General
Sherman who desires your, or the Presidents instructions, he preferring not to
give escort except on orders from superior authority. Answer immedjately"LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 3056 187S. On Aug. 2,
Gen. William T Sherman had endorsed to Belknap a letter of July s l from
Benjamin R. Cowen, act. secretary of the interior, to Belknap concerning the
transfer ofSatanta and Big Tree, Kiowa chiefs. "Oisapproved-ihese Indians
are Criminals, having been taken by the commanding General of the Army in
person, and convicted of the murder ( unprovoked,) of seven harmless citizens
engaged in transporting Corn to Fort Griffin, one of whom was found burned
to charcoal tied to a wagon wheel. I suppose the right of pardon at the option
of the .Executi.ve of Tex.as cannot be questioned, and I do not object to the Indian Bureau receiving them, and providing for them; but it will be a most ung racious task for the Army to receive them at Austin & protect them against
the just indignation of the outraged Poeple of Northern & Western Tens."AES, ibid. On Aug. 11, Sherman telegraphed to Lt. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan,
Chicago. "You may order Genl. Augur to have a suitable escort sent to the State
Prison of Texas at Huntsville, there to receive Satanta and Big Tree, and convey them to Fort Sill, and there to be held safely to await the final action of the
Governor of Texas, and the Sec. of the Interior. This by order of the President.
The papers will reach you by mail."- Copy, ibid. Related papers are ibid. See
PUSG, 2,2, 388-90; Mildred P. Mayhall, The Kiowas (Norman, Okla., 1962),
pp. 240-44.
On March s, 1874, George A. McCall, Palo Pinto, Tex., wrote to USG. "'It
will no doubt appear presumtious in me, being but a private individual and unlu1own to the public, to write to you; but the importance of the subject and the
sufferings of my country, urge me as a last resort, to address you. My object is
to see if this country can not, in some way, be relieved from the constant in-
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roads of the Indians. From about the year 1858 or 1859 this part of Texas bas
been subject to the constant depredations of the savages, until at this time the
country is completely impoverished. They come in in bands offrom five to fifty
in number at a time, they hang around the settlements steal all horses in their
reach, kill all people whom they meet with unawares, and when they have collect ed all the horses they can find, they flee to the Indian Territory and there
with the stolen property in their posession, they put themselves under the
protection of the general government and enjoy the fruits of their thefts. If an
estimate of the property stolen by them and carried to Ft Sill in the Indian
Territory and other places, since 1859 could be made, it would run into millions and the lives lost would be counted by hundreds. Some times whole families of men women and children are murdered by them. Last spring no less
than sixteen persons to the writer's knowledge were murdered by them. They
are armed with the most improved patterns of breach loading rifles and are as
exper t in their use and more so, than tbe whites. Last fall Gov. Davis of this
State, made a commendable effort to obtain a peace with them by agreeing to
turn over to them two of their chiefs (Santanta and Big Tree) upon conditions
that they would cease raiding and turn over such stolen property as they bad
in their posession. Santanta and Big Tree had, been engaged in the murder of
seven teamsters in Jack Co. neighbor to this Co. The Gov. complied with his
part of the contract but not for a mol]lent did they (the Indians) stop their
depredations. Santanta an Big Tree are again on the warpath, but the graves
of the murdered teamsters dot the prairies between Jacksboro and Ft Griffin
and warn the lonely traverlers of the dangers that surround them. Now that
Spring is about to open the Indians have r enewed their raids with fresh vigor.
Within the last five days not less than five thousand dollars worth of stock have
been stolen and carried off, all in the direction of Ft Sill. The parties who have
persued them have either been whiwed off or have failed to over, take them.
The Indian is acquainted with all the wilderness country between this country
and the Indian Terrotry, he travels by night as well as by day and the persuer ~
can not trail him by night, and hence he easily escapes, and the people see no
end to this most exhaustive system of warfare upon their lives and property.
That the Indians take this stolen property to Ft Sill is and can be established
by the testimony of the owners of the same, who have been there, and tried to
get possission of it, but were compelled to flee for their lives in more than one
instance. Now the question is, is there any remedy? Can not the general government compel the Indians to come in upon the reservations? Can not the
President give the Texas troops and the U.S. troops in Texas the right to follow the mattrauders into the fndian Territory and wage war upon them in their
reservations. Is it not better to have an open and declared, a quick and decisive
war in which t he Federal Goverment aided and assisted by the citizens will put
down this depredating, than for t he people to be forever subject to this most
exhaustive drain upon their resources? ls the government weaker than in t he
days of Jackson or Harrison? Or is it less able to protect its citizens? If you
want any proof of what I say, I will furnish it"-ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters
Received, Central Superintendency.
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1878, AuG. 18. Lewis Wallace, Crawfordsville, Ind., to USG. "Please accept
the accompanying copy of 'The Fair God.' I have thought the battle portions of the book might prove interesting to you; and as, without specifically stating them, I have taken pains to make Cortes' mistakes in the retreat
from the city, ending in 'La Noche Triste,' clear to a reader of military experience, I would be delighted to have your opinion of my success in the effort."ALS, ViU.
1873, AUG. 14. Secretary of War William W. Belknap to USG, Augusta,
Maine. "Clinton Judge Advocate deceased Lieut Asa Bird Gardiner of Artillery is by far the best man for the place He is a very able & reliable man
can I say that he is selected There Will be many applicants"-Telegram received, DLC-USG, IB. On Aug. 18, Belknap transmitted to AG Edward D.
Townsend an order from USG appointing 1st Lt. Asa B. Gardiner as rnaj.,
judge advocate.-ALS, ONA, RG 94, ACP, 3229 1873. On Dec. 1, USG nominated Gardiner for this position. See New Tork Times, Aug. 18, 1873.
1873, AuG. 14. Goold Hoyt, "Schonau-Teplitz Bohemia," to USG, Long
Branch. "When, nearly a year since, I had the honour of calling upon you, at
Long Branch & asked of you the favour to grant to my son Winfield Scott an
appointment for t he Naval Academy at Annapolis, I was so kindly received by
you, that I venture to address you, again, on behalfof the same boy. My son had
not for several years studied the particular subjects upon which he was called
upon to be examined at Annapolis, I r efer particularly to Geography & English
Grammar & unfottunately he failed, not having time to prepare himself for the
examination. In preference to the University of Cambridge, where my eldest
son is, Winfield desires to enter the service of his country & as he is too old for
the Naval Academy, he wishes to prepare himself to enter at West-Point. It is
with great reluctance that I venture to trouble you, but I am advised that it is to
your Excellency that I should appJy for the appointment. Should you be able to
give me any encouragement, my Son shal1 accompany me to America the end
of September & I will place him in such hands -as to ensure his not failing again.
Permit me to sympathize with you in your recent bereavement .. .''- ALS, IRi.
USG endorsed this letter. "Answer that apts are made for /74, but ifspared will
be glad to appoint the Grandson of Gen. Scott to enter the class of /75"-AE
(undated), ibid. On Sept. I 8, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Hoyt.-Copy, DLCUSG, II, 2 . On Oct. 28, Hoyt, New York City, wrote to USG. '1 have just received your kind reply of Sept 18th to my letter of 14 Augt, forwarded to me
from Dresden. My son wilJ be too happy to receive an appointment (for the
class of'75) to the Military Academy. He has returned with me & I shall place
him either at West-Point, or in the vicinity, to perfect himselfjn the necessary
requirements to pass his examination."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence,
USMA.
On May 15, 1874, Luckey wrote to Hoyt.. '1 am in receipt of your letter of
the 13th inst I supposed of course that a regular formal application had been
made and filed with the Secretary of War at the time. There are several hun-
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dred a pplications each year and when the time comes for the selection to be
made, it is impossible for the President to recall special cases like your own
without the application to remind him. The Secretary of War informs me t hat
several alternates have been selected in case of failure of t he regular appointees, so I hardly think your son has any chance whatever this year. I would
suggest that you write the Secretary of War and make formal application reminding the Secretary that the appointment is one which the President said
he would makc."-Copy, DLC- USG, II, 2. Admitted to USMA in 1875, Winfield S. Hoyt did not graduate.
1873, AuG. 18. James P. Chase, Fort Tularosa, New Mexico Territory, to
USG. "I have the honor to enclose herewith my application to t he Honorable
Secretary of War, for the position of Post Trader at this Post, and to ask your
attention to the same-I take this liberty Mr. President, from the fact of the
following circumst ance, that occurred on the 22d day of May 1863. You were
in command of the Ar my at the Seige of Vicksburg-G eneral McClernand
then Commanding the 13th army Corps sent me, a Private Soldier, to report
verbally that he had posession of the Fort in his immediate front, which message I delivered to yourself as directed, and I hope, Mr. President, that you will
deem proper, from the confidence then reposed in me, to recommend-my appointment, as asked of the Honorable Secretary of War-"-ALS, DNA, RG
94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. No appointment followed. See HRC,
60-1-32-77.
1873, AiJG. 19. Franc. M . Paul, Brownsville, Tenn., to USG. "You do not wish
to be, and should not be, troubled with so paltry a matter as t he enclosed. Albert Smith, of Virginia, stationed with you on the frontiers, when you were
both simple Lieutenants, although a rebel, always maintained, before, after and
during t he War, that you were the most conscientiously honest man he ever
knew. He was my friend. He never told a lie. You ,vill see that the proper officer
forwards the Amount due me. I beg you to read the endorsements on the enclosed papers, and beg to refer you to my personal friends, Hon. David Nunn,
member of Congress from this District, and Ron. R. R. Butler, of East Tennessee."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received. The enclosures are ibid. Paul
sought payment for work as asst. marshal in taking the 1860 Census. For Maj.
Albert J. Smith, paymaster ( 1849-61 ), who served as It. col., paymaster, in the
C.S. Army, and died in 1871, see P USG, 1, soo, 414.
1873, AuG. 22. J. Thomas Scharf, Baltimor e, to USG. "I am engaged in writing a complete history of the City of Baltimore from its first settler down to
the present time. I of course speak of the Maryland troops engaged in the last
war; now what I desire is simply this which if you will favor me I wi.11 be under
lasting obligations for it. No doubt a number of Md. troops served under you
during your numerous campaigns and J desire to put upon record your opinion of their conduct on this occasion. I would like to have from you a short letter which I may place in my work which will make it doubly valuable and at the
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same time coming from you would be heralded throughout the state with pleasure and pride. l would indeed be glad if you would thus favor me if it should
only be a dozen lines, for it would forever remain in history. I want to make my
work valuable and I cannot do so without the assistance of my friends. Hoping
you will grant me this small favor from you but extremely great to me ..."ALS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 3606 187 3. On Oct. 8, Secretary of War
William W. Belknap wrote to Scharf"that there were no Maryland troops under General Grants immediate command while he was a Department or subordinate commander. The following troops from that State served in the Army
of the Potomac du.ting the time GeneraJ Grant-as Commander in Chiefwas with it in the field .. ."-LS (press), ibid. See Scharf, The Chronicles qf
Baltimore: ... (Baltimore, 1874).
1873, AuG. 28. Governor John A. Dix of N. Y. to USG. "Colonel H. Balling
an artist in high standing, left his profession and commanded a Regiment during the rebellion with honor to himself and usefulness to the country. I have
known him for many years as a gentleman of strict integrity, and beg to commend him to your favorable consideration."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. On Aug. 30, Ole Peter Hansen Balling-, New
York City, wrote to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish. "Some years ago I had
the Honor to meet you personally when my business was to introduce your
Daughters portrait in a historical painting. I am now before you with an Appljcation for a Consulship to Japan, or to be attached to the Legation for any
special service. Having studied the matter considerably, and formed very valuable Japanese acquaintence here, which would bring me in social accord with
the highest Autorities at Jeddo, and, supported by my talent and practice as an
Artist, would make me a welcome Representative of our Country in circles of
their Society, where an ordinary diplomatic agent with his interpreter would
find no ear. 1 have reason to believe that our Country stands in the front rank
of Nations in the favor of the Empire, and that the higher Classes of Japan are
thirsting for accomplishment in modern Art and Sciences, 1know. Why should
we be behind other Nations in supplying material for such inclinations when
our geographical position is so much in our favor? The Emperors Palace is to
be rebuilt in European Style; they ought to draw their Artists from here, we
have them. The have many ports of commercial importence to be opened yet,
and if they were opened in our special favor, it would be a welcome gift to our
fellow citizens. Having enjoyed the acquaintence of His Excellency President
Grant for many years, I had the best opportunity of conversing about the subject recently, being occupied in the execution of his Fathers portrait, and he requested me to send in tan Appication through the proper channel, supported
by some recommendations. Accordingly I wrote to His Excellency Governor
Dix, whom I likewise have the Honor to know for many years, and in responce,
he sent me a very flattering letter, but, it was addressed to the President; and I
had consequently to deliver it personally to His Excellency, who said he would
put it on file himself, ..."-ALS, ibid. On Jan. 2, 1874, Balling again wrote to
Fish. "Circumstances of a fortunate character require my early departure from
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this country for Norway, where I will remain for several years at least, hence 1
herewith respectfu1\y withdraw my Application on file in your Department for
a Consular Position in Japan. Could l in combination with this necessity, be of
any service to the Government viz commerce and Emigration I should be
happy to do so. Jn my letter informing His Excellency the President about this
change in my future, I likewise offer my services for any good purpose it may
be within my reach to attend to."-ALS, ibid. See PUSG, 15, 407.
On Oct. 5, 1869, and Nov. 6, 1872, Balling had written to Frederick T. Dent.
"The portrait of Gen. Rawlins has been sent to you to day by express. I hope
my representation of him as Chill'of Staff will be agreable to the President and
family. Should it be required ofme to paint him as Secratary of War, I would
have to be guided by the last photography also as he allowed his beard to grow
since he sat for me at City-point, but if the President so desire, it will be easy
for me to make the alteration." "Please be kind enough to forword my congratulations and best wishes to your Brother in Law on the glorious triumph
over his oponents and slandrers ..."- ALS, ICarbS.
I 873, AtJc. 27. John Pope-Hennessy, Nassau, Bahamas, to USG. uPrivate ...
During your contest with the rebellion, J was one of those members of the
British House ofCommons who regretted the unfriendly tone of Lord Palmerston's Government and the still more unfriendly acts of some of the representatives of the Queen abroad. You will see by the official letter which accompanies this, that I shall enforce a very different policy at Nassau in relation
to Your Government, from that which unhappily prevailed here during the
War."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. The enclosure is ibid.
1873, Aue,. 28. USG endorsement. "Refered to Sec. of State for his acknowledgement of receipt if deemed worthy of it."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Written on a letter of Aug. 1 from James Phillipp, London, to
USG. "Having after many years search, amongst the Public Records of England,
at last discovered, the true lineage, of the Illustrious founder of the Mighty Republic of the United States of America, which has been so long sought after, by
so many learned men without success, I have the honour most humbly to present
the pedigree to the people of the United States of America through through
your Excellency, their present equally Illustrious President, And inasmuch, all
I now send this the pecligree of the fow1der of their great country, I hope
shortly to be able to send them, its twin sister, Viz that of its immortal preserver."-ALS, ibid.
1873, Aue,. 29. Levi Coffin, Cincinnati, to USG. "I wish to recomment my esteemed Friend J O Beardslee (who has spent many years in Jamaica as Missionary) as a suitable person to fill the office of Consul, if a vacancy should
occur at that place"-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Sept. 18, U.S. Representative James A. Garfield ofOhio, Hiram,
wrote to USG recommending J. 0. Beardslee.-ALS, ibid. Related papers are
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ibid. See Beardslee to Garfield, April .29, 1870, AI..S, DLC-James A. Garfield.
No appointment followed.
l 87S, AUG. s 1. John S. Mosby, Warrenton, Va., to USG. "I observe a statement in the National Republican that I am in 'default' regarding certain
promises made to you when seeking appointments for my friends. l would not
notice thjs but for the fact that this newspaper is supposed to be on confidential terms with the Administration. In reference to thls charge of breach of
fajth I desire to say that in any thing I ever said either to yourselfor any member of the cabinet I never designed to commit myself to the support of the
nominee of the Lynchburg Convention. r sought these appointments at your
hands more for the purpose of vindicating your administration from the
charge that Southern men were proscribed by you. They have had the effect I
desired of conciliating the good will of the Va. people & ofjustifying my support of you. I did express an earnest desire to bring our people around from a
position of antagonism to one of accord with your Administration, but I never
deemed it practicable to do so through the Radical organization of Va-In
every public speech I made in the late Presidential canvass [ repelled the idea
that I intended to identify myself with the negro party of Va.-for 1 could not
do so without social degradation. [f therefore you think that any appointment
made at my request created an obligation on my part to support Mt. Hughes,
you can easily relieve me of such obligation by dismissing all of those appointees and filling their places with Mr. Hughes' friends."-ALS (partial facsimile), Charles Hamilton Auction No. 21, Sept. 28, 1967, no. S58; Richmond
Times-Dispatch, Jan. s I, l 904. On Aug. so, an editorial discussed Mosby: "He
has allowed himself to be wheedled and fooled by James Barbour, of Culpeper,
and other shrewd managers oflike ilk, and has gone back, horse, foot and dragoon, to the ranks of the Democracy. We make this explanation thus positively
because we know whereof we speak, and add to it that Mosby stands to-day in
default regarding certain promises made by him when he was seeking appointments for bis personal friends on the ground, as he himself stated, that he
wished to prepare the State for a successful campaign by the Republican party.
It is apparent now that bis 'prepa.rations' are being u~ed to advance the interests of Kemper, Withers and Daniels. all of whom are most violent enemies and
denunciators of the National Administration ... ."-Washington National Republican, Aug. so, 1873. See PUSG, 16, 450; Kevin H. Siepel, Rebel: The Life
and Times ofJolm Singleton Mosby (New York, 1983), pp. 1 SS- 84.
On Nov. IS, Mosby wrote to USG. "The bearer of t his Major John Scott of
Va-calls upon you not as an office-seeker but simply to pay you his respects.
He is a warm supporter of your Administration & you can place the most perfect confidence in any statement he may make concerning the sentiment of our
people toward you.-"- ALS, ViU. See Mosby to Frederick T. Dent, Jan. 22,
1873, ALS, Harry S. Truman Library, Independence, Mo.
On Nov. 29, Mosby "called on the President, for the first time since t he Virginia gubetllatorial canvass. He was received most cordially by the President
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and several members of the Cabinet. He offered his services in case of a war
with Spain, and the President promised him a command, and said that there
was no immediate danger of war; but in case there should be, he had perfect
confidence in the late Confederate soldiers, and intended to give the commissions equally to the soldiers of the federal and Confederate armies. He spoke of
Hon. Alexander H. Stephens most kindly, and was glad that he had been returned to Congress.... The President said that as long as he was in office the
holders ofappointments made through Mosby's influence, should not be turned
out, no matter who tried to oust them; that hereafter he intended to appoint to
office from the South the best men for the positions, .. .''- New York Herald,
Nov. SO, 1873.
1873, AuG. Clamore and many others, Osage Nation, Indian Territory, to
USG. "We, the Governer and Chiefs and Councellors, of the Osage Nation,
here, assemble in Council, at the date, and desierous, we wish to Call your attention -to a Matter of great importence to our People, and Nation: Your Law,
passed July 15th 1870 respecting the disposition of our Land, in Kansas, Provide that the Interest on the Money arise from that Source an invested Shall be
expend by the President, for the benifit of the Said Osage Indian in such a
maner as He, may think proper, This Law, was not binding on the Osages,
untill their approval, It was therefore Submit to there Approval by your
Commissioners, in September. 18 70 and was approved by them, with the understanding, that the Annual Interest of the proceed, of their Land, Sold under
the provision of the Said Act ofJuly 15th J 870 would by your direction, be paid
to the Authority oftbe Osage Nation To be by them receipt and disburse According to there own Judgement of what be the best interest to there People,
and Nation, we were indeed, told by your Commissioners, that they had no
Authority to change the Law refered to, and that there was no provision in the
Law Itself, for a conditional approval by the Osages. but they agreed to exert themself earnestly to effect a desier of chang in the method of disbursing a
portion of the Osage fund, And we entered into a written agreement to that
effect, which was Signed by your Commissioner and we were giving to understand that this and other desiered provision, Set forth in Said written agreement could, and, would be effected, on their return to Washington; This the
Osages requried before they would Signe the approval of the Act of Congress
of July 15th 1870 presanted to them as above St;,.ted. we understand that this
written agreement was field in Washington with the approval of the Said Act
of Congress by the Osages, and formed, or Should form a part of the record of
that transaction. If your Commissioner forget there promises therein Set
forth. We are-Sorrow for it, but, we are to weak even to Complain, We would
therefore appeal directly to your Excellentcy, whom we know to be our friend
to interpose in our behalf, and to direct the Secretary of the Interior or any
proper Officer to pay to the proper Authority of the Osage Nation: to be designat by the Osage Chief and Councillers. The Annual interest due to Osage
Nation arising from the Sale of our Land in Kansas under the provision of the
Said Act of July 1.5th 1870. that the Said Chief and council may provide, dis-
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burse, the Same, as they may judge the best; interest to the whole Osage Nation and the People. We feel confident that we are capable of handling those
fund with more benifit to our People than is likely to result from them in the
hands of others We understand the situation and wants of our People better
then Strangers. Our People are begining to farme, and wish to become to raising a variety of Stock and also are desierous, ofestablishing a National System
ofeducation. and we wish to exercise Some Choice in teachers. Both education
and religion. We also have in contemplation of establishing a written forme of
Goverment, Something like those of our Neighbours the Creeks, Cherokees
and others, as recently we have been advise to do by Superintendent Hoag,
none of wich can be done unless we Controle our funds, or a portion of them as
the Cherokees, Creek, Choctaus, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and others, and what
was promised us by your Commissioner on the 9th September 1870 the day before we Signed the above mentioned Act ofCongress. Beliving you will do what
is right at all times, and that you will respect the rights of the weak as much as
those of the Strong, we respectfully Submit this our petition and your humble
petitioners will ever pray &,c."-DS (most by mark), DNA, RG 75, Letters
Received, Neosho Agency. On Sept. 5, Clement N. Vann and William P. Adair,
Choteau, Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, wrote to Be1tjamin R. Cowen,
asst. secretary of the interior, transmjtting this petition. "... We are, ourselves,
thoroughly convinced of the full capacity of the Osages to govern themselves,
and to control their money matt~s, if not interfered with by their Agent
(Isaac T. Gibson) who beyond doubt, is doing all he can, to control, the Osage
Funds to his personal advantage, in more ways than one-. We respectfully
herein send you an original letter from the Osages, showing their feelings at
least to the said Agent. ..."-LS, ibid. See PUSG, 20, 455-56; Calendar,

[Oct. 18.72].
1873, SEPT. 1. Robert P. Flenniken, San Francisco, to USG. "From our limited personal acquaii1tence you may be somewhat surprised in getting this letter from me, tho I spent a very pleasant evening with you & your family at the
Mononghela House at Pittsburgh But as r am writing to a statesman & a
military man l will not beat about the Bush but come at once to the point, I
am not after an office, but seek your service in obtaining from the state dept or
from the govt a debt which it Honestly ows me...."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. Flenniken sought compensation for a mission to Sweden
while serving as charge d'affaires to Denmark (1847- 49).
1873, SEPT. 8. To William H. Folk, "a detective of Brooklyn," authorizing
extradition from Canada of "Emil Lowenstein, charged with the crime of
Murder."-Copy, DNA, RG 59, General Records. On Aug. 30, John W Dix,
private secretary to Governor John A. Oix of N. Y., had written to USG requesting this authorization.-ALS, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters. See New York
Times, Aug. 16, 18, 19., Sept. 27, 1873, April 11, 1874, March 24, 1892.
On July 30, 1873, John W Oix had writteu to USG requesting extradition
from Canada of Augustus Tripp, charged "with. the crime of Arson."-ALS,
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DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On A:ug. 4, USG issued the authoriz.ation.-Copy, ibid., General Records.
I 873, SEPT. 4. USG endorsement. "Mr. Cory may be appointed a 2d Lt. to
appear for examination with those now noted to appear, if his record for former service warrants it."-AES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 3881 1878. Written on an
undated memor andum from William 0 . Cory describing his previous service
in the army, from which he had resigned as 1st It. as ofJan. l, 1871.-AD, ibid.
On Sept. 29, 1878, Cory, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "My relations with
my former Colonel A C Gillem were such that I desire to be r eturned to his
command and respectfully ask your Excellency's permition to be assigned to
the vacancy now existing in his Regiment. ..."-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 1, USG
nominated Cory as 2nd lt., 15th Inf. HRC, 44- 1-509 noted that Cory had resigned following assignment to a black regt. On Feb. 26, 1877, USG nominated
Cory as 1st lt.

1878, SEPT. 4. Orville E. Babcock to U.S. Senator Oliver P. Morton oflnd.•
Indianapolis. "The President and Mrs. Grant desire me to acknowledge the
receipt of the beautiful token ofyour kind remembrance of the twenty fifth anniversary of their wedding, which you were so good as to send on that occasion, and to assure you of their sincere thanks and grateful appreciation."Copy, DLC-USG, 11, 2. This letter was sent also to Benjamin H. Field and H.
Waldstein, both of New York City.
1873, SEPT. 4 . E. A. Spencer, Milan, Mo., to USG.". . . I want to ask you one
question and that is this how is it that the Rebs or thoes who wer Rebs in 1861
and 1862 are a drawing pensions.and me shut off from the Right and privlige
of So doing by not making applycations Sooner I am one that Enlisted in
July 1861 for a term of s years or during the war in the 2Srd Regt of Movols
and Endured all of the hardships of army life . . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
187S, SEPT. 4. J. Edgar Thomson, Pennsylvania Railroad Co., Philadelphia,
to USG. "I would respectfully ask you to appoint a Board of Engineer Officers,
to meet at New Brunswick, New Jersey, at an early date to examine the locat ion and construction of the New York and Long Branch R. Rd Company's
Bridge, now being constructed acr,oss the mouth of the Raritan River; and report whethl!r it will prove to be a serious obstruction to the navigation of that
river, and ifso, in what manner its construction can be modified. In addition to
the commerce of individuals, the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company carries between the South and North East, an average traffic of about (s.000.000)
Three millions of tons annually, the expense and risk of transporting which
will be largely incr eased by the completion of this Bridge as now proposed. As
it is located and being built, it appears to me that the facilities and economy of
working the great inland Route of internal navigation of the Atlantic Coast will
be very materially impaired, and the object to be gained by this immense pub-
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lie sacrifice, is simply the reductio11 of the cost of a pleasure line of Railway from
New York, or rather Jersey City to Long Branch, between which points there
seems to be already ample facilities for the travel and freight traffic of the region to be accommodated"-LS, DNA, RG 77, Rivers and Harbors Div., Letters Received.
1878, Si,:PT. 5. E. E. Barnum, Pittsburgh, to USG. "You remember a call you
received some weeks ago, from a Chief of the Kaw tribe of Indians, as we
failed to have an interview with you, the Chief and a number of his tribe, beg
leave through me to submit for your consideration the following statement
and hope you will consider it of sufficent importance to forward to the Interior
Dep't at Washington-This tribe has lately been removed from their reser vation at Council Grove Ks to a new reservation in the Indian Ter'-The Agent
Mahlon Stubbs is defrauding the tribe by every means in rus power, and has
them completely under his control by retaining one of his own sons as Interpreter, and another son as trader. By calling attention of Sup't of Indian affairs
to this t,-ase am confident that it will result to the good of the Indians and the
present Administration-"-ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received, Kansas
Agency. On Jan. 28, 1874, USG renominated Mahlon Stubbs as agent, Kaw
Agency; the Senate rejected this nomination. On April 24, USG nominated
Aaron Huddleston to replace Stubbs.
187S, SEPT. 5. William Gouverneur Morris, U.S. marshal, San Francisco, to
USG, Long Branch. "Owing to the treachery of Govr Booth we have lost the
state, your administration was not an issue t he contest hanging on the Railroad question; Although defeated the Booth party have not secured enough of
the legislature to warrant his election as Senator. The contest has been most
bitter; engendered by Simonton & Co and a corrupt press"-Telegram received (on Sept. 6), DLC- USG, IB.
On Oct. 22, James Battersly and J. Wylie Mackie, San Francisco, wrote to
USG. "The following resolutions were passed by the Lyceum of Self Culture
at their regular weekly meeting held in the large hall of the Dashaway association. Resolved, That Wm. Governeur Morris, in putting men i n iron s for no
other crime than that of being poor, has committed a wanton outrage upon
American citizens,! has d.isgraced the fair fame of the American Government,!!
has shown to the world that the United States, instead of being 'The home of
the free and the land of the brave,' is the land where the poor, having the misfortune to witness a crime committed by a rich villi.µ1, may be put in irons by
the representitive of the FederaJ Government if they dare testify to the commission of said crime!!! ..."-OS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the. President.
The letter requested Morris's removal. On Dec. 9, USG nominated Edward P.
Marcellus to replace Morris. See PUSG, 19, 3S7.
1873, SEPT. 5. CasimiT Pulaski and Casimir Burzynski, Russia, to USG,
seeking aid in claiming t he estate of Brig. Gen. Casimir Pulaski.-LS (in
French), DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters; translation, ibid.
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1873, SEPT. 5. James G. Wintersmith, Louisville, to USG. "I have the honor
to apply for a second Lieutenancy of Cavalry in the United States Army-I

was born and raised in Kentucky-I am a son of Col Richd C Wintersmith
My age is twenty (24) four years-am a graduate of our State Military
School-I was a Soldier in the Confederate Army-Am now a citizen of the
United States, and am desirous of obtaining an appointment in the Army, as
there I trust I may serve with honor and credit to myself and government- .
Hoping this may meet with your consideration and approval ...":.._ALS, DNA,
RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. Related papers are ibid. On
Nov. 12, Wintersmith wrote to Orville E. Babcock."... l wish to feel that this
is my country-that I can serve it if necessary-I wish to show my family and
tbe people of Kentucky that the Authorities bear no malice towards one who
was born and raised in the South, and who tried to be a soldier at the age of
thirteen ( 13) years-I do not wish to feel that the government is embittered
against me, and closed its doors against one who was merely a child during the
war. Hoping you will interest yourself in my case-. . ."-A.LS, ibid. No appointment followed.
J 873, SEPT. 6.
USG endorsement. ''Forwarded to the Sec. of State. Gen.
Gregg would make a most creditable Consul."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of
Application and Recommendation. Written on a letter of Aug. 28 from
David M. Gregg, Flourtown, Pa., to USG. "I am informed that the office of
Consul of the U.S. at Aix-la Chapelle is vacant-As you were kind enough at
an interview which I was granted last Winter, to express your willingness to
give me a consular appointment on a suitable vacancy ocurring, I have the honor
to ask for appointment to this place- "-ALS, ibid Related papers are ibid On
Jan, 19, 1874, USG nominated Gregg as consul, Prague. See PUSG,. 11, JS!.

To Detectives James M. Tilley and Charles Heidelberg, New
York City, authorizing the e.'<tradition ofJames Williams, wanted for the murder of his wife, from New Brunswick, Canada.-Copy, DNA, RG 59, General
Records. See New Tori,· Times, Jan. 23, 1873.
1873, SEPT. 6.

1873, SEPT. 10. USG endorsement of approval.-HED, 46-8-81, 203, 642.
Written on a Sept. 8 ruling by Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson. "Permission is hereby given diat needful advances of moneys appropriated for the Light-House Establishment may be made to officers of the Army
llI!d Navy, acting as engineers or inspectors in the Light-House Servi,ce."Ibid. Also on Sept. 8, 1st Comptroller Robert W. Tayler had written to USG on
this subject-LS (press), DNA, RG 217, 1st Comptroller, Misccllaneous Letters Sent.
1873, SEPT. 12. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. of the Treas. with
request to have him call attention to this on my return to Washington."-AES,
DNA, RG 56, Letters Received. Written on a letter dated Aug. 6 from Jonas P.
Levy, New York City, to USG, Long Branch. "Refering to our conversation of
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5th inst. I have the honor to herewith submit as requested by you the particulars of my claim in a,s brief a manner as possible-..."-ALS, ibid. Levy enclosed documents describing his claim for services rendered and property lost
during the Mexican War.-Jbid. On May 4, 187 I, and April 28, 1872, Levy had
written to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibid., RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters; ibid., RG 56, Letters Received. On Sept. 24, 1873, Levy wrote to USG.
"On the 6th inst. I Sent you per mail as Requested by you, a Statement of my
case; and claim. Will your Excl'y Please infortn me if you have received the
Same and if your time has permited you to Examine into it."-ALS, ibid. On
Oct. 2, Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson wrote to USG chronicling Levy's claim. ''... For two or three years prior to the war with Mexico
and during it Mr. Levy was a resident of that country and suffered some
wrongs at the hands of officers and citizens of Mexico, for a portion of which
he recovered in the Mexican court $2500 or $3000. After the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the appointment of the Commission to adjust claims of our
citizens against Mexico, under the Act of March s, 1849, Mr. Levy presented
his daims to that commission which awarded him $3.625. That award was final
and conclusive. Afterwards he applied to Congress to have it reopened, . . ."Copy, ibid., Letters Sent to the President. On Feb. 8, 1877, Levy again wrote
to USG seeking action on his claim.-ALS, ibid., Letters from the President.
Levy's claim prompted thirteen Congressional reports between 1854 and 1882.
See HRC, 47-1-1548; Samuel Rezneck, ''The Maritime Adventures ofa Jewish Sea Captain, Jonas P. Levy, in Nineteenth-Century America,'' American Neptune, XXXVII, 4 (Oct. 1977), 239-52.
1873, SEPT. 12. Governor John A. Burbank of Dakota Territory to USG.
"General Edwin S. McCook was assassinated at a public meeting last night by
P. P. Wintermute, a banker of this place."- New Tork Herald, Sept. 1.'3, 1873.
On Dec. 15, USG nominated Edwin S. McCook's father-in-law Oscar Whitney to replace McCook as secretary, Dakota Territory.
On Jan. 10, 1874, U.S. Representative Charles G. Williams of Wis. wrote to
USG. '1n view of a remark made by you the other morning, relative to the allowance of challenges to the Grand Jury in the Wintermute murder case, I beg
leave to present the enclosed letter, and extract from the laws of Dakota, and
ask you to personally read them. I thought this better than to bother you with
a further interview"-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. On Jan.
6, Alanson H. Barnes, associate justice, Dakota Territory, had written to
[Williams]. "I have to-day been advised that Dr. Burleigh of this place, now in
Washington, was representing to the President and Department of.Justice that
f had improperly allowed challenges to the Grand Jury in the WintermuteMcCook murder case... ."-ALS, ibid. An enclosnre is ibid.
On April 22, Whitney telegraphed to USG. "a true bill for Murder
found against Peter P. Wintermute secretary Brown Wyoming Territory
here and remains until tdal closes"-Telegram received (at 6:20 P.M.), DLCUSG, IB.
On Jan. 30, 187 5, Governor John L. Pennington of Dakota Terr itory wrote

452

Calendar: SEPTEMBER

12, l 8 7 S

to USG, "Personal. ... My opinion or endorsement may be worth nothing to
you or to the country, but I want your EX_cellency to know t hat I entirely endorse your policy and that of General Sheridan as to Louisiana and the South.
I am a southern man and have spent my whole life there until I came here a year
ago, and if I pray more fervently for any one thing than for all else, it is that
peace and prosperity may be restored to the South, but that peace and prosperity can never be realized and enjoyed by the people of that section until all
RuKlux, white League and other armed conspiritors are effectually put down.
General Sheridan sees the situation as it is, as I know from experience and observation; and if Congress had have seen it in the same light and had acted as
promptly as you and General Sher idan have, the condition of that unfortunate
section would have been, in my humble judgment, much better. It is yet to be
hoped that our friends in Congress will come up to the full measure of their
duty in the premises before adjournment. The Supreme Court here have to-day
arrested the judgment in the case of W intermute, the slayer of the gallant
McCook. This action on the part of a majority of t he Court creates general
surprise and some indignation, as such result was not eltpected. The effect will
be to send Wintermute back to be tried again on the original indictment, instead of going to the penitentiary for ten years as sentenced by Judge Shannon,
in the Court below. I do not mean to reflect upon the Judges, but do not hesitate to express the opinion that the Court could be vastly improved by a revision; and as an appointment will soon have to be made in the place of Judge
Kidder, who was elected to Congress, and as I learn there will be several applicants from this Territory for the position, I respectfully ask to be heard as to
them should the appointment of a citizen of the Territory be seriously contemplated. I expect to be in Washington next month, and before Judge Kidder
resigns. My own convictions are in favor of the appointment being made from
aboad, but ofcourse we defer to your Excellency's better judgment in the premises. There is a vast improvement in the condition of things since my arrival
here, and I will endeavor to inform you as to the present situation when I reach
Washington.''-ALS, DNA, RO 60, Letters Received, Dakota Territory. A
printed circular sent to USG, dated Feb. 4, 1875, Yankton, el5pressed local indignation "at the course pursued by a corrupt majority of our Supreme Court,
in letting loose in our midst, the miserable assasin, Peter P. Wintermute, in utter disregard of law and of every citizens safety." Ibid. See Howard Roberts
Lamar, Dakota Territory J861-1889: A Study efF,.o,1tier Politics (New Haven,
1956), pp. 141-42.
1 873, SEPT. 12. James S. Wiley, Caldwell, Ohio, to [USG]. "I send forward enclosed my papers to show I was a pensioner, and apply for increase and arrears. I
was shot through my breast in battle, and was most cruelly and unjustly dropped
because the doctor at Marietta had a Spite at me and could get no money out
ofme. I want a fair chance for another examination. My post office address is
above. Hundreds of bummers who never killed a rebel or even saw one, and never
were hurt get pensions, but here I am almost dead from a wound clear through
my breast dropped from the pension list. I refer this to the President and if my
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record does not show t hat I was a good soldier, shot plumb through, 1 ask nothing. I am very poor and know I was cheated out of my pension by a spiteful
quack doctor-"-ALS, DNA, RG 4•8, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
1873, SEPT. 16. Secretary of War William W. Belknap to [Orville E. Babcock]. "I enclose herewith a complete copy of the Gibbon difficulty from beginning to end. It explains itself. Show it to the President when he has leisure or
cares to look at it.-1 did what l had to do, & have any respect for my own authority, when I relieved him. I gave him an opportunity to relieve himself
which he failed to accept. ffhe is relieved now from the operation ofmy order,
the whole Army will regard it I feel, as a censure upon me. W hat I did was simply in accordance with my best judgment regardless of the fact as to whether
Hancock, or McDowell, or Gibbon or any especial person was the party involved."-ALS, OFH. On Sept. 20, Col. John Gibbon, Baltimore, wrote to AG
Edward D. Townsend asking that USG order a court of inquiry into the
charges against him.-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 2533 1873. See
Dennis S. Lavery and Mark H. Jordan, lro11 Brigade Geneml: .lolm Gibbon, A
Rebel in Blue (Westport, Conn., 1998), 147-48.
1873, SEPT. 16. William W Eastland, Walnut Hill, Ill., to USG." . . . I have
been a faithful soldier, both in the mexican war, and in our late Rebellion, and
I have been pensioned, but I have got some secret enimys, that have been working against me, untill I have been stricken from the pension roll, ..."-ALS,
DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. On May 9, 1874, Ea.stland
wrote to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibid.
1873, SEPT. 20. Gr;tce Greenwood (Sara Jane Clarke Lippincott), Manitou,
Colorado Territory, to USG. "T yesterday took the liberty of telegraphing
you, requesting you to honor the recommendation of my husband Mr. L. K.
Lippincott, for the position of Recorder of the General Land Office,-made to
you, by the Commissioner. Allow me to say that Mr. Drummond has done th.is
without any solicitation whatever-indeed the act is a surprise to us-though
r know he regards Mr. Lippincott very highly, as a man who has made himself
very useful in the Department, and has done very good work for very poor pay.
Indeed, the insufficiency of his salary as a clerk in the Land Office, though often having charge of the Division-has compelled me to work harder than
#ttttt is justified by my frail health. In short, my dear sir, if you will make this
appointment, you will do a great kindness . . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Appointment Div., Letters Received. On Sept. 23, U.S. Senator Simon Cameron of Pa.,
Harrisburg, wrote to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 2-, USG
nomi1iated Leander K. Lippincott as recorder, general land office.

I 873, Stn. 20. Jacob Prince, Freeport, Ill., to USG, seeking aid in securing
a pension.-ALS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. On Jan.
1, 1875, Prince wrote to USG on the same subject.-L, ibid. Prince eventually
received $1 S monthly for deafness.
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1875, SEPT. 22. USG endorsement "The within appointments are hereby
approved-"-Copy, DNA, RG 7 5, Letters Received, La Pointe Agency. Written on a letter of Sept. 18 from Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano to
USG proposing ''E. L. Kimball of Maine, and Dr David Day of St Paul, Minnesota," as "Commissioners to appraise the lands of the Fond du Lac lndians."-Copy, ibid. See U.S. Statutes at Large, XVll , 190-91.
I 87S, SEPT. 23. USG, Long Branch, to Secretary of the Treasury William A.
Richardson. "I have seen Sec of the navy this evening please attend to his dispatches as promptly as pos.sible"-Telegram received, DNA, RG 56, Letters
Received.
1873, SEPT. 26. USG receipt to Jay Cooke & Co. for "ope box containing
my own private papers."-Charles Hamilton Auction No. 106, June so, 1977,
no. 114.
[1873, SEPT. 27]. USG note. ffThe Sec. of War may discharge H. E. Brice
Signal Service Corps.~-AN (undated}, Omaha Public Library, Omaha, Neb.
On Sept. 27, Levi P. Luckey wrote to Secr etary of War William W. Belknap.
"The President directs me to say that you may order the discharge of H. E.
Brice of the Signal Service Corps,"-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2.
1873, Ocr. I.

Medicine Cow et al., Yankton Agency, Dakota Territory, to
USG." The interpreters that are among a people, as many concils as the people
have, the President doubtless desires that they (the interpreters shall do their
duty well. If that is the case, we Dakotas likewise desire the same. If the
Speeches on both sides are properly interpreted it will be well, doubtless-Our
interpreter we think does oot well understand, but we have had him a long
time. The young men with whom he associated, with them he drank whiskey
& was greatly g iven to fighting with them. With the agents he was accustomed
to do things secretly & we sajd nothing. Now he makes all the people dislike
him. But he has a great many cattle & horses & wagons, & a greatdeal of money.
You who are the President know how much salary you give to an Interpreter.
It is not much money. He has gained this money secretly. The people desire
now to have another interpreter. We think about the teachings of the Ministers, therefore we want another Interpreter. We told him that we would use
him as Interpreter: when he told things wrongly we would put him out. Now
to day we will do it as the Chiefs all of them have settled the matter, and all the
people ha:ve determined on it. We wish the President to allow us to do it. If you
think in the same way you will answer us. Then I have some thing to say about
the Agent. He who does not well follow out your intention You doubtless will
not like it. If the Agent would ask us who are Chiefs about what he wishes to
do we think it would be well. You have mercy upon us Dakotas with~ the
money which is collected (They refer to the rations which are given them over
& above what they are entitled to by treaty). From that they build up the messhouse. In one week they get a sack of flour, a side of Bacon, a bucket-full of
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sugar, & a bucket-full of coffee, Six & Y~ plugs of Tobacco & fifteen & % bars
of soap. Did you authorize him to do this? The money that they collect at the
mess-house who shall have that? These things we wish you to inform us about.
Then Swan wished rations to be issued, (at the upper end of the reser ve where
he lives) The Agent did it three weeks. He paid for that Ninety dollars. When
they killed the cattle his nephew helped half a day. During one month, for this
work, he gave him Four hundred & five dollars. He has bought a great many
horses, he gives this nephew three different things by which to gain money. If
you think this is r ight you will let us know. Rev. Mr Cook has Dakotas in his
house therefore he gets some beef from our rations, we think that is perfectly
right. Rev. Mr Williamson ifhe gets any beef pays for it. Part of the plowing
the Dakotas did, They did it wi.th their own horses, but the Agent did not pay
them for it. The Yanktons work like White people, & by that means live. It
would he well if you strengthened and encouraged those who are working for
wages. T hey desire to do a greatdeal. They lrnow how to cut hay & to plow. You
told us to urge our young men to learn to do whatever white people do, & when
they know how to do it to have them do these things instead of white employes.
Those whom you gave to us as Agents were intended to watch over our interests, but it seems t hat they make us weak, therefore we speak of this. If you will
give us a man for agent who has no relatives, and a great deal of money it will
be well. What you think about these things, President, we wish to know. When
the Yankton Chiefs saw you in Washington you gave them three hundred cows,
& they were brought. If they had been given to us when they arrived in our
country it would have been well. They were kept for two years, & many froze
to death. A few were sick & we killed them and ate them. Only a few lived & we
received them. The Agent did this we think. The Agent takes care of the cattle
that are here. They haul logs with them, & the Agent takes a part of the sawed
lumber. The people are very sad about this thing. lfhe would ask us for logs &
then cut them into lumber & make what he wishes with it, we think that would
be all-right. The Yanktons are building themselfves houses but they have
nothing to haul with. If they wish to borrow the oxen, they do not lend them.
We say hereafter the people shall not try to borrow the cattle. Do you wish
with these to make the Agent rich? If that is so put him & the cattle in his own
country. Now we have nothing more to say on that subject. We have had eight
Agents & one was a good one, & in a short time you took him away. The money
annuity the Agent well paid over to us, but we asked him about that which was
left over after making the divis9ion, but he did not answer us. When we made
the treaty it was agreed that the half breeds should have money annuity for ten
years & tbat they should not remain on this Reserve. We said 'Yes' to that.
Charles F. Picotte & many others have settled here on the Reserve. Therefore
we speak ofit. The above mentioned halfbreed has settled here at the Agency.
Possibly the President permitted him to do so. Therefore we mention it. We
gave this man a large tract of country, & a greatdeal of money, but for a long
time he has been accustomed to drink whiskey, & therefore we do not wish him
to be in this country. We have nothing further to say. We shake hands with
you.... P. S. We want to tell you one thing more. We don't know whether we
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get all our rations or not. We took the rations that was given to a family offour
persons for one week and they weighed thus: Sugar one pound; Coffee one
pound; bacon two 1/., pounds; beefeight pounds. How is that? Thus we have this
to say about the beef hides. we understand they belong to us Indians & the
Agent gives us one to a family once in a while, & he says to us he will sell the
rest for us. That is very well. But we want to know what he does with the money
but he never will tell us. Then we wish to speak of one thing the farmer did
here. He put up hay for the Stage Company here with the Agency hands and
they paid him for it about 70$. We want to know what became of that money
and ifhe had a right to it."-D (5 names), DNA, RG 75, Letters Received.
On Jan. 8, 1874, Bishop William H. Hare, Yankton Agency, wrote to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Edward P. Smith. '1 forward the accompanying statement handed me by some of the Yankton chiefs-not because I endorse it, but
because Major Gasmann has requested that I would send it-in order to serve
certain purposes which he has in mind-He has my full confidence as a
straight- forward capable & faithful Agent-... P. S. I ought to add t hat I know
that several of the names put to this oocument were affixed without authority"-ALS, ibid. A second copy of the petition is ibid. On June 29, Struck by
the Ree, Yankton Agency, wrote to USG. "I look upon the White People with
great reverence because they can do all things, and especially do I come to you
with great hope whenever I want anything done. We the Indians of America
have sold to you all our land. You send Agents to give us the pay. We sign Receipts and you think we have received it all. But this is not always the case. Our
fathers often signed papers that were false. 1 have often signed papers when I
had no way of knowing the truth of what was in them. But now I have a way of
proving the papers I sign. We have missionaries now and when they tell me what
is in a paper I know it is true. Now I have asked one ofour missionaries to write
this paper and I believe he will write just what I say. Many years ago I myself
went to Washington and sold my land. I sold it that my children might get the
pay for it-the money and the goods. Now a large part ofit never gets to the
Indians, It is used up in running the Agency and hiring Employees. This has
been so a long time. I want you to hereafter, employ Indians whenever you can
and when they cannot do the work hire half-breeds that belong to the tribe. We
have a good many half breeds among us who understand the trades. I wish this
that the money may be kept in the tribe, and we all will get the benefit of it.
Then I do not ask you to change our Agent. But ifever you do I have one word
to say. I want you the next time you pick out an Agent for us to look around
and get a man that has no father or brother or brotherinlaw or cousin or
nephew or any other relation and then he will be free to do what is best about
getting employees. That is all. Now I do not write you this letter &ecretly. I
know that is not the way. I have told it all to the Agent and he knows my views.
Last fall some of my boys wrote you a letter. They tried to do it secretly and
when the Agent fou_nd it out they dodged down their heads like little birds
when a haw!< is coming. I am not going to do that. I speak what I am ready for
all to hear."-LS (by mark), ibid. See JIBD, 43-1-1, part 6, I, 606 -7.

Calendar: OCTOBER

l, 18 7 s

457

On April 2, l 87 5, Walking Elk, Yankton Agency, wrote to USG. ''I am a
Yankton Indian but I want to talk to you a little. Years ago we went to see you
and you bought all our country and made us a great many promises. 1 will tell
you some of the things that was promised us. They promised us money. And
they told us to quit the customs of our fathers, and told us to make peace with
all the tribes that we had been at war with. They said for us to introduce the
ways of the white man into our country, and to raise food for for ourselves t o
eat . And to quit doing wrong and do that which is right. If you do these things
he said he would make good all his promises and help us and raise up our heads
and we would be like white men And he said we s hould have a store and trade
as white people do, and we should have a mill and they said they would make
houses for us. And he said if one of these things that was promised was nod
done it would not be his fault but the fault of some of the men whom he sent to
attend to it and if it was not done to tell him So now we have done all the
Great Father told us to do. We have made friends with all the tribes round us
and we have planted our fields and we have followed the White mans ways
But some of the things you promised have not been done so we tell you. We
have not had all the things to work with that was promised us, We have no
tools to work with and find ourselves in great trouble when we want to work
like White men. We have hardly any more thjngs than when we lived like In<lians and things are sold to us very high out of the store and when we want to
sell wood we get very little for it. Now we have a mill but very few Indians get
lumber and none of the Indians have frame houses, and very few have tools and
not much more than 20 have plows of their own. Then when they bring the
goods every year there is not enough to reach around, and t hen as to t he money
we get ouly 5 dollars or so a year and so we dont have enough to give us a start
at anything and it is only with our hearts that we are White men. It is now
about I 5 yrs that we have been with a good hea1-t trying to live like White men
but it is this that has kept us down all the time. If we only had tools like White
men some of us I think would have made themselves White men by this time
but I t hink it is impossible for anyone to raise a crop just by think ofit in his
heart. Then I will tell you the money that was promised to us Yankton Indians.
For the first ten years they promised us $65.000 a year. Then for the next ten
years they promised us $40.000 a year Then for the next ten years thy promised to give us $25.000 a year for every year Then the next they promised
was for 20 years they was to give us every year $ 15.000. That was what you
said you would give us. So now altogether it is 50 years that he promised to
give us altogether 1,600.000 dollars And then above this he promised to give
us $50.000 Then the first year we settled on our reservation we was to have
$25.000 to buy cattle and tools to do all kinds of work Then they gave us
$10.000 to build two school houses with Then they gave us $15 000 to pay
for Indian and White laborers So now we have remembered what t he Great
Father promised to give us but their is not any of the things that have been
done just as you said. We sold our land for all t hat money and sometimes we
have r eceived 5 dollars in money apiece for it and l blanket apiece but have not
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ever received such a supply of things that we could go to work like white men
and it has seemed for these 16 years that the White people were the ones who
were scrabbling for the money we sold our lands for. So now what I want to ask
you if there is any left of any of these moneys for the past years I want you to
tell us. Then for the last 4 years since the religious people came they have done
for us some of the things the Great Father promised us. So Great Father (President) today I have asked you about this and I want you to answer me with a
good heart When I was 24 years old I was with those who went to see you and
heard all these promises and remember them. Thats all. Heartily I shake your
hands"-L (in Sioux), DNA, RG 75, Letters Received; translation, ibid. The
Sioux versiou also bears the names of Crazy Walker, Little Bird, and Running
Bull. See Charles J. Kappler, ed., Indian Treaties 1778-1883 (Washington, 1904;
reprinted, New York, 1972), pp. 776-80.
1873, OcT. 2. To Isaac Wilder, sheriff, Washington County, Maine, authorizing the extradition of William Fraser, charged with robbery, from New
Brunswick, Canada.-Copy, ONA, RG 59, General Records. On Sept. 27,
Governor Sidney Perham of Maine had written to USG requesting the extradition.-ALS, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters.
1873, OcT. 3. John Gwynn, Tiffin, Ohio, to USG, concerning bribery of customs officers at the Port of New York.-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received.
1873, OcT. 6. Levi P. Luckey to Secretary of War William W. Belknap. "The
President directs me to say that he will be pleased to have you direct the
Commissary General to supply Memphis with ten thousand rations for the
sufferers by yellowfever.''-Copies, DLC-USG, II, 2; ONA, RG 192, Orders
Received.
1873, O c T, 7. USG endorsement. "Refered to the Sec. ofWar."-AES, DNA,
RG 94, ACP, 3870 1874. Written on a letter of Oct. 6 from U.S. Representative Charles Hays of Ala. to USG. "This will be presented by Maj. Wm Wall
W irt,-whom I this day mentioned to you in connection with the appointment
of Lieutenant in the Regular Army of the United States."-LS, ibid. No appointment followed.
1873, OcT. 8. John A. Bingham, U.S. minister, Yokohama, to USG. "not forgetful of your kind request, that I should write you unofficially, from time to
time, I avail myself of the first steamer since my arrival to communicate some
of my impressions &c of t his country. It has appeared to me, after some twelve
days of travel and observation here,·that this is one of the most beautiful of all
lands. In the variety of its productions, the richness of its foliage, and the
singular quality of its climate, it can hardly be equalled. The perishing mouuments of its former civilization Government and laws, are probably in splendor of adornment not surpassed by anything on this Globe. The land after
many centuries of cultivation is still very productive. J am quite sure that the
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cultivators of the soil in Japan understand and practice the method of fertilizing q_uite as well as any other people. Take, for example, their rice lands, bearing a crop today, the best for the past three years, and perhaps quite as good
as any for the last three centuries. I cannot say more now of the country. I have
advised Mr Fish of the cordial reception given me by the Minister for Fo:reign
Affairs, and by the Emperor, and especially of the very noticeable fact, that the
Emperor received me in his palace, uncovered, and without throne or other
symbol ofJmperial authority, thereby paying tribute to America, the yo1mgest,
as it is the foremost of Nations, and to the spirit of its law, the natural equality
of all men. I have been led to the conclusion that England has acquired too
much control over t he material and political interests of Japan, but of this I
shall speak more fully hereafter. I am, however, also of opinion that the advanced men of Japan in official station look more to the United States for instruction than to any other power. Please present me most kindly to Mrs
Grant, . .."-ALS, USG S. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Bingham as minister
to Japan. See PUSC, 2 1, s I 7.
On Dec. 6, Bing ham wrote to USG. "Enclosed you"~]] find some notes furnished me by Dr. Latham a citizen of the United States upon the minerals of
Japan. l send by tbis mail a dispatch to Mr Fish covering a r eport of Mr Jones
also a citizen of the United States upou the adaptation of Japan to cattle &
sheep raising. I have no doubt that this island (Niphon) and the island of
Yesso would grow & support annually forty million of sheep & cattle: and that
the whole territory of Japan with its immense resources agricultur<\l and
mineral, would under good government sustain in comfort one hundred million of people, instead of tl1e thirty million now here one half of whom are
Mthout profitable employment & in poverty. What is wanting to work out the
above results here and make Japan a controlling power in the East is to open
the whole country under safe restrictions to such of the citizens of the several
Treaty Powers as may come duly accredited by the Representatives of their respective Governments. Believing this I made certain suggestions in writing to
the Japanese Minister for Foreign affairs at an interview to which he invited
me last month, and at which were present the respective Ministers of the other
Treaty Powers. A copy of t hese suggestions I forwarded to Mr Fish in my dispatch No 19 ofdate Nov. 18th These suggestions were to the effect tl1at I desired to know if the Government of Japan would deem it advisable to so reform
existing Treaties as to open the country to such of the citizens of each of the
Treaty Powers as might voluntarily come hither & as might be duly accredited
with Passports &c. from t he Representatives of their respective governments
&c. My object was without committing my own Government to ascertain if the
Government of Japan would consent to provide by Treaty that our citizens
duly accredited as stated mig ht be admitted to trade & travel throughout the
Empire, to lease work & stock lands, to lease & work mines build roads, mills
&c &c. It seems to me if such a revision of t he existing Treaties could be made
retaining the ex territorial jurisdiction of the several Treaty Powers over its
own citizens the result would be the rapid developement of all the great resources oft his Empire, and that at no distant day Japan would be so far strength-
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ened and r epublicanized as to enable her to check somewhat the ambitious
projects of certain European States to possess themselves of the entire East,
with its vast and varied resources & productive power. Such a result would be
a peaceful triumph of Justice & Civilization over European rapacity hitherto
too successful in the East, and would largely secure in these distant regions for
all t ime, to man, what was meant for man. 1 h ave read with gr eat satisfaction
your letter of6th Oct. last to Mr. Cowdrey. The success of such a policy as you
therein propose would be the success not only of your administration but the
success of the country. I I see by very brief telegrams that there is some
difficulty between Spain and the United States by reason of t he execution of
American citizens in Cuba. I await with great interest the r esult of your action
in the premises not doubting that you will honorably and Successfully vindicate the rights of our country & its citizens. Since writing the foregoing I have
obtained a copy of remarks of Sir Harry Parkes the British Minister here,
made on Saturday night last at a public dinner and published in the Gazette of
this city, in which, speaking of the existing Treaty of England with Japan and
of the talk 'of a revision of the Treaties,' he said that 'he could not see very well
where or in what it could be improved.' This language very clearly implies that
Sir Harry does not want a r evision that would open this country to American
adventure, energy, & enterprize. I have heard that our excellent Minister to
China Mr Low will probably resign. Should Mr Low resign it seems to me
from all that l hear, G eo F. Seward now Consul G eneral should you appoint him
to the place, would prove a most efficient & faithful Successor to Mr Low."ALS, USG 3. The enclosure is ibid. See PUSG, 19, 523-24.
On Dec. 23, Bingham wrote to USG urging the retention of Henry W.
Denison as marshal of the U.S. consulate at Kanagawa.-ALS, USG S.
On Jan. 2 I, Feb. 23 (twice), and March 9, 187-1-, Bingham wrote to USG.
"On the 8th ofOctr. last I addressed my first letter from Japan to you and have
since written to you several times, givi:ng you such statements and Suggestions
as I thought might be of interest. You doubtless remember, that you were
pleased to request me to write to you from time to time touching affairs in
Japan. The interest manifested by you in my mission to this government , and
your very kind words to me when I parted with you in Washington, assured me
of the hearty support of yourself & of your administration in my efforts here
to advance the interests of the United States & of Japan. As yet I have heard
but little from the Department which doubtless is owing to the complica6ons
with Spain. I am sure Mr Fish will as soon as his engagements will permit fully
advise me of all matters of moment upon which I have communicated with him
or upon which I may be expected to act. The most important of all my dispatches to Mr Fish relate to the treaty revision and the regulations proposed
therefo1~ by Mr De Long and his colleagues. I beg leave to ask your attention
especially to my several dispatches on this subj ect with their enclosures numbe1•ed 19. 45 & 47 and dated 18th Novr. and 17th and 19th Jany r espectively. I
may say that my conversation therein referred to with l wakura the Prime Minister a11d Terashima the Minister for Foreign Affairs was sought by them. and
that they treated me v,ith great consideration and listened to me with atten-
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tion. I have reported this couversation so fully in my dispatches that I need not
repeat it. It seems to me that such a revision of the T reaty as I have suggested
would advance American interests in this region where the conflict is opening
for and against republican institutions. It appears to me that the conflict for the
maiI1teoance of republican government in America will be fir.tally decided i_n
Asia & Europe. Such is the antagonism of the two systems the Republic and
the Monarchy that one or t he other must become the government of the civilized world. As right is more than might it is reasonable to conclude that all
civilized nations must become republican. So it seems to be understood by the
Representatives of Monarchy here and hence they strive to postpone if possible forever such a result ftfle Htey do what they can to prevent the adoption
here of any policy which would tend to strengthen American influence or promote american interests in Japan. I have given some evidence of this in my dispatches. lwakura the friend of America & of Japan was attempted to be assassinated on the 14th inst. and escaped with two sword wounds. I have fully
r eported this to Mr F ish. I hope soon to obtain a place for the Legation business & for my residence in Yedo.. . ." "Since I last wrote you ram glad to say
that l am in the receipt of instructions from the State Department, to rent a
Legation building & grounds under the Act of l 878, and for which I have already negotiated. I hope soon to establish the Legation in Yedo, in as good and
elegant a house as that occupied by any Legation in Japan, and at a cost to the
United States of at least twenty per cent. less than the amount authorized by
the act of Congress, in other words at a saving to the government of at least $1000.00 per annum of the Sum appropriated.... In my dispatches to Mr Fish
I have called attention to the fact that the European Representatives here recommend and procure the appointment to offices and trusts of the subjects of
their respective countries, and that they also solicit & obtain for the subjects
of their countries contracts and privileges to the exclusion largely of American citizens, and that by this means, the Rail Roads, Telegraph Lines, Navy
Yards, Naval Schools &c. of Japan are almost exclusively under the control of
the English, French, & Gennans. I have also caUed the attention of the Department to the Act of Augst. 18 l 8.56-1 lth Stat. at Large p 52. Sec. 19. which
provides that 'no Diplomatic or Consular officer of the United States shall recommend any person at home or abroad, for any employment of trust or profit
under the government of the country in which he is located,' and that by this
Act l am prevented from recommending any citizen of the U.S. for employment
under this government. This act in my opinion ought to be so amended that we
might recommend American citizens to equal trusts & privileges under the
government of.Japan, with the citizens of any other country, ... It seems to me
clear t hat the employment by this government of a considerable number of
American citizens would to some extent promote here the interests of the
United St ates. I am satisfied that the Japanese greatly prefer our people and
our institutions to the people & institutions of any European Power, and yet
through the influence of European Representatives, Americans hitherto i11 the
ser vice of this Government are being discharged to make room fo:r the subjects
of England, France and Germany. To remedy all this it might be sufficient
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simply to repeal so much of the 19th Sec. of the Act of 1856 as I have quoted
above. I r egret to say that there is armed rebellion & conflict in the South of
this Empire. I congratulate you and Mr Fish upon your successful management
of the difficulty with Spain. The terms you have obtained are honorable and
just. I trust they may be faithfully carried out and our country thereby saved
from a conflict of arms. I have read in the papers with regret and with deep
sympathy for Mrs Grant, of the death of her venerable and highly r espected
Father. Wishing you health & prosperity, . .." "Since I wrote the foregoing
letter I have received from Yedo a statement from an official Japanese that a
battle commenced yesterday with the rebels in arms of which Okubo minister
of the Interior and a t ried and successful leader in the war of 1868 in which he
says by telegram of yesterday in substance as follows: 'A battle was begun at
Todorogi at Seven o'clock this morning Sunday, the r ebels were wholly defeated and overthrown like weak grass before a hur ricane; the government
troops were to take and enter the Castle of Saga to day.' This province or Ken
Saga is in the South some fifty miles from Nagasaki. I still hope the Government may crush the rebellion speedily & completely...." "(Private) ... As far as
l can learn the insurrection in Japan of which I have heretofore spoken is suppressed. I wish specially to call your attention to the enclosed paragraph published in the Japan Mail of this place on the 7th inst. and stated therein to have
appeared in the Washington National Republican of the 9th of Jany. last. I am
not aware that I have written 'an unofficial letter' which would justify t his publication and I wish to add that I have not written any unofficial letter for publication. I am not of opinion that the power of England in Japan, is weakened as
stated in the article enclosed, and I do not think r ever intimated such an opinion unless in my letters to you or to Mr Fish when speaking of the change of
government hete. .. . I have heretofore written of the tone of the English Press
here towards the United States but only so far as I can recall in my dispatches
to Mr Fish or in my letters to you. The use that is attempted to be made here
of this article is in keeping with the general purpose by the English Press here
to damage America and American interests."-ALS, ibid The clipping is ibid.
On March 2S, April 24, May 20, and Oct. 9, Bingham, Tokyo, wrote to
USG. "You will notice that I date my letter at Tokei the new name for Yedo the
Capital of Japan. I have under Mr Fishes instructions leased Houses & grounds
here for the use of the United States & now occupy the same . . .. It seems to
me the United States of America should revise her Treaty with Japan -without
regard to the wishes of any European Power. They demand almost, of Japan
that what little power she r etained under the existing Treaties to lay & collect
import & export duties shall by a revision of Treaties be Surrendered. & that
without any equivalent whatever. That is what r believe is intended among
other things by the European Powers, though as yet it is not openly declared.. . . This Empire is the key to the future commerce with the East of all
the western nations. lf we should secure the control of the foreign commerce
of Japan jt might result by a wise policy in giving us the control of the present
commerce of the East. Should you initiate this result it would not be the least
of your great services to your country & the wo rld: the result might be in the
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110 distant future; the United States ofAsia.»". .. The insurrection in Japan of
which I have before written to you has been completely suppressed and some
ten of the leaders executed-among these Teto last year Minister of Justice.
This government has been pressed by the clamor it is supposed of the late insurgents to get up a formidable military & naval expedition to proceed with a
High Commissioner to Formosa to demand satisfacti011 from the aborigines of
of that island for the murder by them of shipwrecked Japanese Seamen. Inasmuch as Formosa is occupied by China a power with which the United States
are at peace I felt constrained to protest against the employment by Japan on
this armed expedition of american citizens ... It was claimed that China had
verbally, a year ago, assented to some visitation by Japan of punishment upon
the savage tribes of Formosa but I found upon enquiry there was no written
consent of China nor was there any agreement among Japanese officials as to
any consent for the armed Expedition. My protest was respected by this Government and an order was issued to detach all citizens of the U.S.&. ships of
the U.S. from the Expedition before leaving Japan. Now it appears that since
I called attention to the fact that without China's express consent the armed invasion of her territory by Japan might be treated as an act of War; the government has arrested for the time the further progress of the Expedition at
Nagasaki. The Prime Minister Sanjo has withdrawn his proclamation for advancing in force 1.1pon Formosa.-! have fully adyjsed Mr Fish of aJJ the action
taken & hope that what I have done will be of benefit to Japan & not without
some good to the United States and to the great interests ofour country in the
East. It seems to me from all that I can learn thatJapan is in danger from the
intrigues of adventurers who derive notoriety & fortune at her expense. If by
accident or design Japan becomes involved in War with China sJ1e is in danger
of fal!Jng very soon into the power of England or Russia or of both . . . ."
"... The Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 22d of April informed me by
written dispatch that in compliance with my request orders had been issued &
forwarded to Nagasaki, (no part of the Expedition having then proceeded
further,) to detach the Pacific M. S. 'New York' and Messrs C. W. Le Gendre
Lieut Comr Cassel and Mr. Wasson from the Expedition. The Minister informed me verbally that the New York was the only American vessel and the
three persons above named the only american citizens employed in that Service. These orders reached Nagasaki in due time and the New York was there
discharged from the Service & Genl Le Gendre without proceeding further returned to this place. He called on me two days since and declared that I was not
authorized to protest against the Formosan expedition, asserting that the act
of 1860 to which T referred him. was u11constitutional. 1 dissented from his
opinion as expressed and told him I considered the act valid and not to be
suspended in its execution by any citizen of the United States. While Gen! Le
Gendre was thus informing me that the act of 1860 was un constitutional I
had in my possession a letter dated 24th of April last addressed to me by
Mr Williams our Secy. of Legation at Peking containing a copy of a telegram
of 19th Apl sent to him by Gen} Le Gendre by which it appeared that Gen! Le
Gendre had attempted to instruct our Legation there as weU as here upon the
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Formosan qu_estion. I forward a copy of this letter of Mr Williams to Mr Fish
in my dispatch by this mail. This conduct of Genl Le Gendre surprises me the
more because of the fact that on the 16th of March last he brought to me the
application of Lieut Comr Cassel to Commodore Ammen for a detachment to
remain one year in the service of the Japanese Government-endorsed approved by Capt. McDougal then the senior officer in command at Yokohama in
Admirals absence, and requested me to recommend it to Commodore Ammen
assuring me that the service to be rendered by Lieut Comr. Cassel was in no
sense hostile to any power but scientific &c. I have t.bus written you only in the
public interests & in no spirit of unkindness to Gen! Le Gendi,e or any one else.
I have asked from the Department full instructions & respectfully refer you to
my several Dispatches to Mr. Fish on the Formosan Expedition &c" "l am in
receipt of Mr Fish's instructions No 65 of date August 26th enclosing a dispatch from our late Minister Mr .Jewell ... I respectfully ask your attention to
this correspondence as I feel justified in saying that under color of complaint
against my official action here the European officials to whom Mr Fish &
Mr Jewell refer, assail the policy hitherto pursued by the United States towards Japan, and which I was expressly instructed to pursue ... It really seems
as ifit is to be considered by my accusers the European officials who complain
to Mr Fish & to Mr Jewell,) a grave offence for me as instructed to respect the
wishes of .Japan in the revision of the Treaties so far as 'to enquire what
changes Japan desires:' or to regard your instructions No 207 of July 22 /75 in
which you say: 'Japan has had no firmer friend than the United States, no one
more ready than we to recognize her rightful autonomy'-... If the plain truth
were told by the European officials who have complai:ued in general terms of my
official action to Mr Jewell & to Mr Fish it would clearly appear that they condemn what Mr Fish in his number 20 of 8 Jany last approved-and that they
<lo not intend in their dealings with Japan to respect either the wishes or the
interests of the United States or of Japan. l offend these accusers only because
I follow instructions from Washington rather than from London St Petersburg,
Paris & Berlin... .''-ALS, ibid. See Foreign Relations, 1874, pp. 655-61,
675-99.
1875, OcT. 9. Benjamin S. Roberts, Washington, D. C., to USG. "I have d ie
honor to apply for the appointment of my son, Harris Lee Roberts as cadet at
large at the West Point Military Academy, to enter with the class of J 875."ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. A related letter is ibid. On Oct.
8, 1869, and Jan. 5, 1870, Roberts had written to USG asking a cadetship for
another son, Evelyn Pierpont Roberts, who did not attend USMA.-ALS, ibid.
On Jan. 18, 1875, Roberts wrote to USG; "I have the honor to ask the appointment ofmy son, Harris Lee Roberts, as cadet at WestPoint for I 876. This
request is a renewed one for this son for a cadetship, and is made the second
time for no other reason than my peamiary i11ability to continue his education
at Yale College. lam almost entirely dependent for the support of my family
and the education of this son, on my salary as a retired Lieut Colonel; and unless I can get for him the appointment ofa cadetship, his education will remain
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unfinished, and I must place him at some trade for self-support.n-ALS, ibid.
Roberts died Jan. 29. On Feb. JO, Paymaster Gen. Benjamin Alvord wrote to
USG. "Tl1e widow of the late Genl Benj. S. Roberts wishes my voice in the
matter of the appointmet of her son Harris Lee Roberts as cadet at West Point
to enter June 1876 I recommend the matter to favorable consideration-No
son of his was ever appointed to West Point-He render ed brilliant service in
battle in the Mexican War, & very honorable service in the late war; & thus the
claim is a strong one"-ALS, ibid. Related papers are ibid. Harris L. Roberts
graduated USMA in 1880. See PUSG, 17, SS7-40; SED, 40- S-S9.
187S, OCT. 11. Levi P. Luckey to Secretary of War William W. Belknap.
"The President directs me to say that he will be pleased to have you appoint
Ex. Li.cut. A. H. M. Taylor, formerly of the 17th lnfty. as 2nd Lieut. in the
army."-Copy, DLC- USG, II, 2. On May 25, 1871, Lt. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, Chicago, had written to USG. '1 take pleasure in recommending, together with Generals Reynolds, Hancock, & Doubleday, the re-appointment of
Mr. A. H. M . Taylor, to the U. S. A, as a Second Lieut. Mr. Taylor was a good,
faithful, & meritorious officer, & ser ved in my command as Aide & A. A. G. to
Genl. Griffin, in Texas.''-Copy, DLC-Philip H. Sheridan.
187S, OcT. IS. USG note. " WilJ the Sec. of War please see Mrs. Read? I am
1mable to answer as to whether her son. will receive an apt. under the examination already held, but think he is to and should.''-ANS, GalJery of History,
Las Vegas, Nev. On Dec. I , USG nominated George B. Read as 2nd It., 19th
Inf., to date from Oct. 1.
l 87S, OcT. l S. To James [Dempsey], Idaho Territory. "I atrl just in receipt of
a pair of fur gauntletts delivered by Gen. Shanks, Member of Congress from
Indiana, which you have been kind enough to send me. Please accept my thanks
for this token of your remembrance of me, which I take as an approval of one
intimately acquainted with the indian character and habits, es ftft ftpt,l'tH&l &f
the policy ( have adopted towards that people."-ALS, ICHj.
l 87S, OcT. 13. Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson to USG . "'I
enclose herewith, a comn from th.is Department, of this date, addre$sed to the
Collector ofCustoms, at Sitka, Alaska, authorizing the withdrawal from bonded
warehouse of certain Alcohol imported into that port for medical and pharmaceutical purposes; also allowing future importations of like character for the
uses above referred to. Referr ing to Section •1 -ofthe Act of July 27, 1868, I have
the honor to request your approval of these instructions if they meet your concurrence, and the return of the enclosure."-Df, DNA, RG 36, Special Agents
Div., Alaska File. On the same day, USG approved Richardson's instructions.Copy, ibid., RG 94,, Letters Received, 4603 1873. See PUSG, 22, 393.
I87S, OcT. 14. Speech welcoming Aristarchi Bey as Turkish minister.-New
York Herald, Oct. 15, 1873.
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1873, OcT. 14. Admiral David D. Porter to USG. "Frederic S. Foltz is an applicant for appointment to the Milhary Academy at West Point in 1875. His
Father, late Surgeon General of the navy, has applied to me for a statement of
his own services which it is my duty and pleasure to give. Surgeon General
Foltz's claims are of no ordinary kind. He entered the naval service in 183 I. and
served faithfully until 1873 when he was retired as Surgeon General and Chief
of t he Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. He received particular complimentary
notice from Admiral Farragut, at the capture of New Orleans, and to my
knowledge on that occasion showed marked ability and energy in bis attention
to the sick and wounded and in the sanitary arrangements of that large fleet.
No officer of the navy has done more to advance the reputation of his own corps
than Surgeon General Foltz."-LS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA.
Related papers are ibid. Frederick S. Foltz graduated from USMA in 1879.
1873, Ocr. 15. USG pardon for William Leach, "convicted ofretailing liquo1·
without paying the special tax, and selling liquor to an Indian," recommended
by petitions from "a large number of citizens of the Cherokee Nation. -Copy,
DNA, RG 59, General Records. Leach had served half of a six-month sentence.
0

1873, OcT, 15. Thomas Benton Smith, Triune, Tenn., to USG. "The Undersigned, a citizen of Triune Williamson County Tennessee, desiring to take
regular service in the United States Anny, respectfully solicits to be commissioned a Lieutenant. He was on active duty in the Confederate Army for four
years, serving first as a Lieutenant then as a Captain, afterward as Colonel, and
finaJly as a Brigadier General holding the latter rank at the Close of the
war...."-LS, DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. Related
papers are ibid. No appointment followed.

1S7S, O CT. I 6. Andrew D. White, president, Cornell University, Ithaca,
N. Y., to USG. "Understanding that Prof. Lucien A. Wait has been mentioned,
in connection with the C011sulate at Athens-Greece-I take great pleasure in
stating that in my opinion Prof. W. would do honor to the appointing power
should he be so selected-. . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application
and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. On Dec. 2, USG nominated
Lucien A. Wait as consul, Piraeus.
1873, Ocr. 20. Governor Samu.el H. Elbert of Colorado Territory to USG.
"I have the honor to send you my address on the subject of irrigation before the
convention of trans-Missouri States and Territories held in Denver the 15th
inst. The convention was large and Enthusiastic and I think will result in uniting most if not all of the States and Territories West of the Missouri in a
Memorial to the Congress upon the subject of reclaiming these vast arid plains
by some general system of irrigation. Geographically one third of the Domain
of the United States is arid and in this aspect the question of its reclamation
becomes national. As you are acquainted with our wants in this behalf from
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personal observation, we hope for your Sympathy in our Movement."-ALS,
OFH. See New York Tirnes, Oct. 2s, 1873.
On April 2 1, Ed\vard M. McCook, Denver, had written to Orville E. Babcock.
''Private & Co11jidential . .. Since returning here I have been too busy in preparing to turn over my Official records and papers, to take time to wr ite on a matter of personal importance only; but but now that I have retired, I hope gracefully, and have had time to look around me, I find that I have committed a grave
Error, and without the help of the President, I fear a fatal one in declining a reappointment...."-ALS, ICN. On March 19, USG had nominated Elbert as
governor, Color ado Territory; on Jan. 27, 1874, USG nominated McCook to
replace Elbert. See Elliott West, "Jerome B. Chaffee and the McCook-Elbe.rt
Fight," Colorado Magazine, XLVI, 2 (Spring, 1969), 145- 65.
1873, OcT. 20. U.S. Senator John A. Logan ofill. to USG. "I understand that
Genl Julius White is probably on his way home to see his son who, is a dying
Comlition, he will probably resign his office. if so. I would be pleased to see
Genl Thos Osborne apptd to the place-You know him well. his appt would
be a splendid oue.''-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Feb. 2, 1874, USG nominated T homas 0. Osborn as minister
to Argentina.
1873, OcT. 21. Mrs. D. F. Van Voorhies, Hanover, Germany, to USG. ''... I
want the promotion of my Father- Commodore David McDougal, to Rear
Admiral on the retired list. He was retired in 18 71 after 43 years of service and
having obtained the age of 62 year s...."- ALS, DNA, RG 45, Subject File,
Div, NI. Related papers are ibid. On Feb. I 5, 1876, Caroline McDougal, San
Francisco, wrote to USG. "May I venture to call your attention to my husband's claims for promotion to the gr ade of Rear Admiral on the retired list..."- ALS, ibid., Letters Received from the President. Related papers are
ibid. On May 29, USG nominated David McDougal as rear admiral on the retired list.
187S, OcT. 2s. USG endorsement . ''Refered to t he Sec. of State. If a Consulate can be given Judge Riley in the West Indies I have no objection to its being done."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation.
Written on a lett er of Oct. 22 from Robert W. Hughes, Washington, D. C., to
USG, recommending William G. Riley.-ALS, ibid. On Dec. 2, USG nominated Riley as consul, Laguayra; on June 22, 1874, the Senate rejected this nomination. On Oct. 25, l 87 5, Riley, Harrisonburg, Va., wrote to USG. "Having had
no connection with Louisiana affairs, combined with an experience at the bar for
fifteen years, ten of which I was attorney for the commonwealth in my county,
and five years on the bench in the fifth judicial circuit; and if you will pardon me
I will add not one of my decisions were ever reversed by the court of Appeals.
In view of these facts I believe I could quiet matters and-give perfect satisfaction to the Govemment. I then politely tender my humble services to your
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exceUency feeling assured that I shall be able to give satisfaction if appointed
to the vacant Judeship in Louisiana."-ALS, ibid., RG 60, Records Relating to
Appointments. On Nov. 4, Riley, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "I regret
that the condition of an only child requires that she should spend the coming
winte[r] in a Southern Latitude to s urvive untill the spring. My family physiciau has advised me to take ber South. And to do this I must ask you for some
Consulate in a Southern Latitude or some appointment in a Southern State. I
do hope this application will meet your approbation as her life was prolonged
by her short Stay in South America. Any communication addressed to me at
Harrisonburg Va will be received."-ALS, ibid., RG 59, Letters of Application
and Recommendation. On Dec. 9, USG nominated Riley as consul, Zanzibar.
l 873, Ocr. 24. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish to USG. "I take pleasure in
sending herewith for your acceptance a photographic copy of the New State.•
War and Navy Departments."-Copy, ONA, RG 59, Domestic Letters. See

RED, 50-l- 337; The Old E.ucutive Office Building: A Victorian Masterpiece
(Washington, 1984).
1873, OcT. 24. Henry T. Blow, John F. Long, and six others, St. Louis, to
USG. "we earnestly pray you to protect the greatest interest of this City by recalling the Secys approval of the Engineers report on the St Louis Bridge
we assert that the Bridge Co was not permitted to be heard while t he testimony of interested parties was recd without oath & as we believe in Conflict
with law & the rfghts of the Citizens of st Louis''-Telegram received, OLCUSG, IB. See St. Louis Democrat, Oct. 28, 1873; HED, 43-1- 194; William
Taussig, "Personal Recollections of General Grant," Missouri Historical SociP.ty Publications, 2 ( 1903), 10-12; C. M. Woodward, A History of the St. Louis
Bridge (St. Louis, 1881).
1873, OcT. 24. Rupert Fehrenbach, Washington, 0 . C., to USG. "Permit me
to state, that I have served over 32 years in the Army of the United States and
was discharged on Surgeon's Certificate of Disability in Octob 1872, since
which time I have endeavored to make an honest livelihood in St Louis Mobut utterly failed to support my wife and children. l fervently hope, that my
long and faithful service, and my present condition may entitle roe to an humble position in the employ of the Government."-ALS, DNA, RG 107, Appointment Papers. USG endorsed this letter. "Refered to the Sec. of War and
Gen! of the Army.''-AE (undated), ibid.

187S, OcT. [24J. Joseph Henry to USG. '1 have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from Professor Agassiz, accepting the invitation of yourself and
other distinguished citizens of Washington to favor the residents of the National Capital with a course oflectures during the coming winter. In a subsequent note Professor Agassiz informs me tl1at the course will consist of six lectures the subject of which will be the 'Relation of Man to the other
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animals."'-ALS (press), Smithsonian Institution Archives. On Aug. 6, USG et
at. had written to Louis Agassiz. "A large number of your friends who expect
to pass t he ensuing Winter in Washington City, wish to express the high appreciation in which they hold your life-long labors in scientific research, and
in increasing and diffusing a love of the study of nature, and they would request
that at such time during the ensuing Fall or Winter as may suit your convenience, you will deliver at Washington a course of lectures on such subjects
coni1ected with your investigations and studies as you may select."-New York
Times, Oct. SO, 18 73. On Oct. 13, Agassiz, Cambridge, Mass., wrote to Henry.
"As you have had the kindness to introduce to me Mr. Crounse, who brings to
me the collective invitation so cordially given to lecture in Washington this
coming Winter, I address to you my acceptance of the same, ... It will, of
course, be understood tl1at in case of renewed illness I shall be obliged to disappoint myself and withdraw from the engagement. .. ."-Ibid. Agassiz died
before deliveri11g the lectures.
1873, OcT. 24. Irene G. Scarritt, Pensacola, to USG. "You knew my husband
Jeremiah M. Scarritt; he clied in the Summer of 1854, leaving me with our four
little children, and nothing to support them. He was from your own State, Ills,
and served with you at West Point and many years afterwards in the Army.
Gen Washburne of Ills. got me my pension, and it was taken from me because
I lived South (in Florida) with my Father. I and my children have suffered long
and severely. I have tried ever since the War to get 'restored to the ''Rolls" with
my arrearages of Pension,' in vain. My Attorneys finally appealed from the Sec.
of the Interior to you. You are willing to do me justice, and protect me and my
children for my husbands sake; I know it, and l do not hesitate to ask you to
make the Pension Office return my papers and the Report to you, so that you
can decide my case, or refer it to the Atty General if you doubt my rights. I am
advised by my 'Atty's' that you will listen to me kindly, and that this is my
proper and sore method to get relief, after so many years. But I am warned not
to write a long letter, and will close earnestly hoping you will not allow the
widow and children of one of your early comrades to suffer longer for the pittance due them from his life and death. I beg to hear from you, . .."-ALS,
DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received. On Oct. 7, Albert Pike and
Robert W. Johnson had written to USG concerning Scarritt'.s case.-Copy
(printed), ibid. USG endorsed this letter. ''Refer to sec. of Tnt. with suggestion
that opinion of Atty. Gn. be had if doubts exist in Pension Bureau. If not call
attention in Cabinet.''- AE (initialed), ibid. On July 18, 1869, Scarritt had
wrrtten to USG on the same subject.-ALS, ibirl See SRC, 33-2-543. Scarritt
received a pension beginning Dec., 1873.
1873, OcT. 29. U.S. Senator Adelbert Ames of Miss., Jackson, to USG.
"There is a contest in the state senate between my friends who wish an election & the opposition who seek to prevent it they the democracy in conjunction witl1 Alcorn friends have spirited away three of our republican Senators
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large Sums of money It js said have been expended for that purpose still we
have a majority to destroy it the President of Senate under their direction
Backed by-a mob It is said proposed to declare in one decison seats of four Republican Senators vacant and to use force to Expel them we believe the welfare of the state depends on protection of the Senators can you legally protect tbem"-Telegram received (at 9:37 P.M.), DNA, RG 60, Letters Received,
Miss. For efforts to postpone the pending election for governor involving
Ames, see Blanche Butler Ames, comp., Chronicles From the Nineteenth Century: Family Letters ofBlaTlche Butler and Adelbert Ames ... ( 1957), I, 609-10,
613-14, 616-24; William C. Harris, The Day of the Carpetbagger: Republican
Reconstruction in Mississippi (Baton Rouge, 1979), pp. 477-78.
1873, OcT. 29.

T. E. Chambliss, Petersburg, Va., to USG. "I wrote you once

or twice, some months since, that I was the Farmers, Union Candidate for
Govenor of Virginia, If the Union party had sustained me there would have
been no difficulty about my electjon, as the people of Va desire to get rid of
·party strife, and the Farmer of Va would have been glad to find you in harmony
with this great exertion to place to the Controul of the State into the hands of
the producing classes. But I heard nothing from you & the papers stated that
you were the friend of Mr R. W. Hughes, who now is found to be ineligible to
the position of Govenor having been the bearer of challenge to fight a duel,
which is in violation of the present Constitution of Va. I was your friend in
1868, in 1872, & do not see why I may not be the same in the future, I have
n.ot withdrawn my name as the Farmers Candidate for Govenor as I think there
will be a difficulty in this matter between Hughes & Kemper. Hoping to hear
from you ..."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. On June 25, 1874,
Chambliss, Amelia Court House, Va., wrote to USG. "By reference to your
Correspondence, in May 1868, I think you will find a letter from the under
signed, a Copy of which I should be glad to get at this time from you,' The
Congressional election, in this state Comes off this fall & I hope that you will
not permit any influence to direct the Coloured Vote of the 4th district agamst
me, as the 'farmers Candidate,' where the Government has any jurisdiction in
the premises Hoping to hear from you ..."-ALS, ibid. On Sept. 20, 1872,
and Jan. 11, 1873, Chambliss had written to USG concerning Va. politics.ALS, ibid.; ibid., Letters of Application and Recommendation.

(1873, Od. so-Nov. 13]. USG note. uThe wife of Powderface, Arappaho
Chief, brought from the plains a fine buffalo robe to present. Have you anything of value suitable for me to give in return?"-AN (undated), Chapman
Grant, Escondido, Calif. On Oct. 29, 1873, an Arapaho delegation, including
Powder Face and his wife, Wauk, arrived in Washington, D. C., to negotiate
with the Utes and Cheyennes.-Washi11gto11 National Republican, Oct. so,
I 873. On Nov. IS, USG discussed relocation concerns with the Arapahoes and
Cheyennes at the White House and presented Wauk with a brightly-colored
~hawl.-Wa.shington Evening Star, Nov. 14, 1878; Philadelphia Public Ledger,
Nov. 15, 1873. See also HED, 43-1-12.
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1873, OcT. 31. Capt. Charles A. Reynolds, asst. q. m., Camp Supply, Iuclian
Territory, to USG. "Some rwo years since I applied to you for the appointment
ofmy boy, Wm. B. Reynolds as a Cadet to the U.S. Mil. Academy; he is now
in his seventeenth year, of age and is eligible for an appt. next year or the year
after. I may be permitted to mention that his great grand father, grand father,
and father, have all served our Country in the Army, respectively ..."-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On Sept. 14, 1874, Andrew W. Denison, postmaster, Baltimore, wrote to USG on t he same s-ubject.-ALS, ibid.
William 8. Reynolds graduated from USMA in 1879.
1873, [Oct.-Nov. 18]. Jonathan D. _Bevier, fodian inspector, to USG concerning the Piutes in Nev.-SED, 43-1-42, 4-5.

1873, Nov. S. USG proclarnation granting land in Kansas to the Missouri,
Kansas, and Texas Railway Co.-SED, 50-1-194, 106-8. On Feb. 16, 1874,
March_ J 9, J 87 5, and Aug. 17, 1876, USG issued similar proclamations.-Jbid.,
pp. 108-Bl.
1873, Nov. S. Nancy J. Roberts, North Reading, Mass., to USG. 'T take the
libity to Adress you With a few lines to inform you of my husband John. S.
Roberts Who inlisted three years ago in the reglar Amey for five years and he
only staid about two months when he came home and they have take11 him now
for A deserter and I' dont think he is any good to the armey he has had thousands offits and they have Affected his reason and he has spells when he wanders away by the means of being out of reason ..."-ALS, DNA, RG J 5S,
Letters Received.
1873, Nov. 4. USG order establishing a reservation for the Quinaielt and
Quillehute (ndians in Washington Territory.-DS, DNA,RG 75, Orders. FfED,
45- 3- I, part 5, I, 774, 47-2-1, part 5, 11, 357-58, 49-2- 1, part 5, I, 593-94;
SED,-48- 2-95, 64S-44;

SD, 57-1-452, 923-24.

USG also issued orders concerning reser vations for the Coeur d' Alenes in
Idaho Territory (Nov. 8) and for "the Dwamish and other allied tribes" in
Washington Territory (Dec. 23).-DS, DNA, RG 75, Orders. Printed in
sources listed above.
Earlier, "citizens and residents of Idaho Territory," had petitioned USG
"... th.it early and efficient measures may be adopted to straighten out our Indian affairs; that the Indians who abide here, and those who flock hither every
year, may be looked after; that so far as practicable all our lnclians may be gathered in on Reservations and made to stay there; that the Reservations be surveyed, and the subclivisions surveyed and allotted to these roaming Indians. We
further earnestly pray that at least four companies more of troops, cavalry if
possible, may be assigned to duty in Idaho Territory, with headquarters at
some central point-say at Fort Boise- for the duty of guarding the Indians
who will thus be placed on the Reservations cannot be performed by less
troops, at least for years to come; and our settlements cannot be protected at

472

Calendar: NovEMBER

4, 1873

all with less."-OS (printed, docketed June 13, 1873), ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received, 1844 1873.
1873, Nov. 4. Adolph Sutro, London, to USG. '1t appears that the time has
come when the resumption of Specie payments should earnestly be considered,
and I hail with much gratification your intention of recommending to Congress the early adoption of Such measures, as will accomplish this much desired result.-In connection therewith I take the liber ty of once more calling
your attention to a work, to the execution of which l have devoted a life, and
which will do more in a practical way towards giving us the wherewithal) to
resume and keep up Specie payments, than all the fhie speeches which will be
made on this Subject for the next century to come.-I have for the last eight
years, from time to time, had the honor of Submitting to you various documents in relation to the Sutro Tunnel, a work, though gigantic in proportions,
and difficulties of execution, l am happy to inform you, is steadily progressing
by day and night without interruption, and will before .long be finally completed, although it never received the direct financial aid ofa Single dollar from
either county, State, or United States.-Thanks to the patriotism and the
broad Sense of enterprise of liberal minded and far Seeing persons, we have
been enabled to make all t he necessary preliminary works, and cutting one
fourth of the whole length of the Tunnel, that is, over 5000 feet, and we are in
a fair way of Securing all the funds still required for expeditiously completing
the same.-I do not write this letter with a view ofasking you to recommend
to Congress any direct aid to our work; but I would respectfully request a favorable mention in your forthcoming message of our undertaking, the great
national importance of which has been repeatedly and forcibly recognised by
every Committee of Congress, which has had the Subject under consideration,
and which has so close a connection with the resumption ofSpecie payments.With your permission I will proceed, in a few words, to once more state some
of the results which will flow from the construction of the Sutro Tunnel.-It
is almost needless to repeat, the often stated fact, that the extent and value of
our mineral domain is almost boundless; but it cannot be told too often, that
nature, in her wisdom, has so distributed the precious metals, so as to make the
greatest wealth consist of low grade ores, which contain respectively but one
ounce ofgold or one pound of silver to the Ton or 2000 pounds of rock, the extraction therefore becoming a laborious and expensive manufacturing process.-Thus far mining has been a mere chase after Sudden and great fortunes;
a species ofgambling on a large scale, hunting for rich bodies ofore, while that
great storehouse ofwealth, which contains 99% ofour mineral treasures, the low
grade ores, have hardly been touched yet.-To utilize these, great and extensive works are required, Such as the Sutro Tunnel, which furnish the necessary
facilities for reducing mining and reduction to its minimum cost, by dispensing with pumping, by furnishing good ventilation, cheap transportation, and
above all facilities for the concentration of ores by which the valuable portion
is reduced to one tenth the bulk, thus making it possible ofreaching that great
treasur e chest, the low grade ores, 11btmd11t1Hy abounding throughout our vast
mineral domain.-Thesc results are selfevident, and were Works like the Sutro
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Tunnel in existence in our principal mining districts the yield of the precious
metals wouJd be increased beyond all calculation, and become as steady and
reguJar a source of revenue to the nation for centuries to come, as tbe production ofcereals and cotton is now.-The great desideratum then is, to construct
great mining Tunnels throughout our mining r egions, and thus secure the
wealth in precious metals we particuJarly need, in order to reduce the burdens
of our National debt, to stimulate Commerce, and to keep up a steady supply
for a hard currency. This will require many millions of Capital to be directed
to this branch of industry, but capital is timid and to a large extent unscientific;
no work of this sort, in our country, has yet been executed., so as to practically
demonstrate what results would follow.-Before Stephenson practically showed
what the locomotive would do, not a dollar couJd have been secured for the
building of railways; but the day after the first railway came into practical operation, capitalists commenced pondering on the Subject, and gradually the accumuJated millions, contained in the coffers of financial centres, were readily
opened to the construction ofRailways.-Let the Sutro Tunnel be once completed, and the production of t he Comstock Lode increased from 15 to 50 millions of dollars per annum, pouring out a steady stream of three tons of Solid
gold and silver in every twenty four hours; let it be demonstrated to the world
that we can profitably work the great mass of ores which are now valueless; let
us, the youngest of the great nations, reach down deeper in a mine than the old
nations of Europe have during thousands of years; let us add thus to the great
science of Geology, and practically demonstrate that mineral lodes reach down
indefinitely into the earth; and let us send down to the depth of four thousand
feet, the unbelieving, Sceptical, unscientific capitalists, to there behold the untold treasures which may be reached; and I venture to say, that their purse
strings will be permitted to unloosen, and the means for making us the richest
nation on earth will be forthcoming.-As an humble citizen, I speak to you
Mr President, as the head of a great nation; as such, having the welfare of all
the people at heart, I beseech you not to allow petty local jealousies, envies and
misrepresentations, which invariably thrust themselves forward, where great
interest and results are involved, to influence you.-Please say a good word on
behalf of a g reat national Work, which I am confident may be completed during your present presidential term, and which in after years will be looked
upon as one of the great achievments of the times, and a monument to the enterpris [e] of t he American people.-Hoping that you will do me the justice of
carefully perusing my remarks ...."-LS, PPRF. USG did not mention the
Sutro Tunnel in his l87S annual message. See PVSG, 19, 549.
On March 28, 1874, Sutro, Washington, D. C., wrote to USG. "I should
consider it a great personal favor if you would honor me with your presence
at my lecture, which I shall repeat on Monday evening next at 8 oclock at
Willards Hall."-ALS, Nellie C. Rothwell, La Jolla, Calif. Sutro presented an
illustrated lecture on the Comstock Lode and Sutro Tunnel.- Washi11gton
National Republican, March 24, 1874.
On Oct. 24, 187.5, Sutro, Sutro, Nev., wrote to USG. "You may consider it a
presumption on my part, if I take tbe liberty of addressing you in regard to one
of your Cabinet-officers; vital and important interests at stake command me to
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speak right out, and fully aware of your deep sense of justice, I feel convinced
you will listen to what an humble citizen has to say.-You know that an unceasing warfare has been carried on to rob the Sutro Tunnel Company of the
rights solemnly granted it by an act of Congress; you have heard of the fiendish
persecution which has been followed up for years to accomplish that purpose,
and you are familiar with the attempts, which have been made repeatedly to
legislate away our rights in the Senate and House of Representatives.-You
probably are not, however, aware that the late change i.n the Secretaryship of
the Interior department, has a bearing on our affairs- of the deepest significance.-Questions now pending before the Commissioner of the General Land
office, if adversely passed upon, on appeal to the Secretary of Interior, will
cause us no end of trouble, and may even prove fatal to the completion of the
great work it1 which we are engaged.-The controversy is in regard to insert~
ing the Sutro Tunnel clause into patents, issued for mines in the Washoe district, about which, under the plain reading of the law, no reasonable doubt can
be entertained, as clearly appears from rwo briefs by out counsel, which l have
taken the liberty to mail to you to day.-Under the ordinary routine of the department we are compelled to abide by the final decision of the Secretary, and
the moment that is rendered adversely to us, it is more than probable, that patents will be issued without an hours delay.-We cannot expect a fair decision
from the Hon. Zach. Chandler, who the telegraph informs us, has been appointed
Secretary oflnterior; we do not even expect to get a proper hearing; for our
case, we are constrained to believe, has already been prejudged.-( have had
many opportunities of coming in personal contact with Mr Chand1er while he
was a member of the Senate Committee on Mines and Mining, and I am sorry
to say that he is the only Senator, from elsewhere than the Pacific coast, who
for the last six years, has utterly refused to even give me a hearing, and who
was always ready to favor any proposition in opposition to us.-It was Senator
Chand1er, who during the last Congress, lttts ~ ~ r e s i g n e d his position on the above Committee, in order to give Senator Jones, an interested
party, a chance to sit in judgement in his own case, which made the majority
of the Committee feel so indignant that they ,recommended and the Senate decided to transfer the pending matter to the Judiciary Committee. Whether the
Bank of California's influence (Sargent, Jones, Sharon) had anything to do with
the resignation of the Hon. Columbus Delano and t he recommendation of
Mr Chandler, I am not informed.-With the above hints, circumstances might
possibly be brought to your mind whlch may throw some light on the subject.
My principal object in calling your attention to the above at this time is, to acquaint you beforehand with what we may expect from t he quarter referred to.
[ know you will not suffer an injustice to be done and therefore hope you may,
when the proper time arrives, kindly consent to cause a stay of proceedings in
order to enable you to revise any decision by the Secretary, for which, I believe, the constitutional right exists.-"-ALS, USG s.
1875, Nov. 5. Mass. Senator-elect Thomas N. Stone, Wellfleet, to USG.
''Believing that a change in t he Collectorship of Customs in this District would
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be for the interest of your administration I most heartily recommend to your
favorable notice the petition of F B Goss Esqr. for that office. Mr Goss is an
earnest and an able supporter of the administration and as an Editor has done
excelJent service in the late campaign-and I believe his appointment would be
a popular one in this District-"-ALS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. On Jan. 25,
1875, Stone wrote to USG. "Pardon my intrusion this second time on your
time-so valuable and so fully occupied-but the kindness of yourself and
Mrs Grant to myself and wife during our recent visit to Washington richly deserves our tl1anks and most heartily do we send them-Especialy am I grateful
for an inside view ofone whom T have so long ignorantly honored as our President but whom I shall in all the future reverence-as an earnest patriot and an
Jumest man-and henceforward, I shall have a reason for t he faith I have so long
had in US Grant-I think our Democratic resolutions on La are resting in an
unhonored grave-The sober second thought of our people will never give
them a ressurrection-You simply and honestly did your duty-and the result
of the issue will be in your favor-The Democrats got up a funeral-but the
corpse wasnt ready-It was a poor tragedy poorly acted-Pardon my intrusion ... P S. Jn that little matter of Custom House at Barnstabe I hope friend
Goss will succeed."-ALS, USG 3. On Jan. 3 l , 1871, USG bad nominated
Charles F. Swift as collector of customs, Barnstable, Mass.; on June 14, l 876,
USG nominated Franklin B. Goss to replace Swift.
1873, Nov. 7. Joseph Henry, Washington, D. C., to USG. "l have the honor
to transmit, herewith, for your consideration, a series of papers in favor of the
appointment of Admiral Charles H. Davis, as the successor of Rear Amira]
Sands in charge of the United States National Observatory. The establishment
in question, equipped, as it is at the present time, with the largest refracting
telescope in the world and with other instruments of commensurate size, and
having professors distinguished for their ability and zeal in the line of Astronomy, has become an object of interest to men ofscience of the whole world and
especially to those of our own country, as is evinced in the papers accompanying this letter. Admiral Davis has previously had char ge of this establishment and possesses in an eminent degree the confidence of the scientific community. They are assured that under his administration the Observatory will
produce results that will be of hig.h importance to the science of Astronomy
and do honor to the intelligence of our country."-LS, DNA, RG 45, ZB,
Charles H. Davis. Related papers are ibid. On Feb. 23, 1874, Rear Admiral
Charles H. Davis replaced Rear Admiral Benjamin F. Sands as superintendent,
Naval Observatory.
1873, Nov. 7. A. G. Johnson, Red Bank, N. C,, to USG. "on the 15th of
Sept. 1873 I wrote his Excelency Gov. Caldwell a letter concerning a diabolical murder, which occured at, or near my residence, his answer which I enclose
to you. On the njght of the 8th of Aug 1871 a band of men came to my residence Four of whom we knew, took me under arrest, (also my Nephew,) then
took me to the house where a collered boy Slept, and made me call him out, and
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the men who made me call the collered boy, called two others of their comrades
and they came, and took him, away. At the Same time they threatened to kill
myself and whole family-They carried off, the collered boy and he was found
the next day about a mile and ahalf or two miles in an old feild brutally murdered-A coroners Jury was held and the matter Sifted and a verdict Given
that the deseased come to his death by blows on the head by some person or
persons to them unknown.-three of the parties were arrested And one run
away-Those that were arrested, were brot to trial, and the case put off till
next court, for want of witnesses for we did not have any notice whatever, that
the case was coming off, and had no oppertunity to have our witnesses Summoned. When the ne:xt court came on, the judge (Russell) told me fft the best
way was to put it before the grand jury-for he had nothing to do with it, that
the Solicitor was the man we would have to go to; I presented them myself to
the grand jury-and they made no bill ofit. I then presented to the ne...xt grand
jury-for their unlawfuJ conduct towards myself and family-and they failed
to get a bill on that. The judge told me he was as anxious to bring the case to
a hearing as we were but that we did not know how to carr[y] the case out but
that he did But there has been no effort, to bring the guilttesy parties to trial
yet. I have tried your Excelency in all the court.~ that I could have done all in
my power to get justice and have failed and I, know appeal to you to assist me
in getting justice. All I want is justice but it seems hard for me to get it-"ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President. The enclosure is a letter of
Sept. 24 from Governor Tod R. Caldwell of N. C. to Johnson.~ ... It is a crying shame that an atrocity such as you represent this to be, should go unpunished-. The only relief to be had must come through the Courts-. I am powerless to afford any relief through the Executive Department-."-ALS, ibid.
1873, Nov. 10. U.S. Senator Matthew H. Carpenter of Wis., Milwaukee, to
USG. "It is .rumored that Hon Hon. Andrew G. Miller, district judge of the
Eastern district has resigned, or is about to. If this is so, I ask that no appointment be made until Judge Howe and myself can be heard The bar of this state
bave been so long tortured by Millers administration that they desire a fair
show in regard to his successor.''-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters Received, Senate. On Nov. 11, Andrew G. Miller, Milwaukee, wrote to USG resigning as
judge, Eastern District, Wis.-ALS, ibid,, Letters Received, Wis. On Nov. lS,
U.S. Senator Timothy 0. Howe of Wis., Green Bay, wrote to USG. "lam just
informed that Judge Miller has resigned the office of Judge of the U.S. Dist Ct.
for the Eastern Dist. of Wisconsin-We will endeavor to render t he selection
of his successor as little annoying to you as possible-There are several very
sujtable men who might be appointed and I do not auticipate that opinion will
be quite harmonious at first. It may not be at last. My own opinion is as yet
quite unformed. And I have now only to ask that you will not hurry the selection but give us a little ti.me for Consultation. Our election the other day, resulted very disastrously to the republican party. It was not however specially
favorable to the any other party. I should be in Washington this week but that
I am detained here by the severe illness of Mrs. Howe who has been Confined
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to her bed for more than four weeks. I am however quite sure she is Convalescing, & I hope before the month ends will be able to accompany me to W.
Allow me now, as the political horizon seems a little overcast to assure you of
my unabated regard for you as a man & of my unfaltering Confidence in you as
a magistrate ..."-ALS, ibid., Letters from the President.
On Dec. 7, Edwin Reynolds, Metomen, Wis., wrote to USG. "The appointment of J H Howe, to the judgship of the East distric of the U S cuourt in this
State will drive thousands of farmers from the Republican party, Being well
posted as to the workings of the Patrons of Husbandry, I have the meanes of
knowing"-ALS, OFH. On Dec. 9, USG nominated James H. Howe, 11ephew
of Timothy Howe, as judge, Eastern District, Wis. On Dec. 15, 1874, James
Howe, Milwaukee, wrote to USG resigning for health reasons.-ALS, DNA,
RG 60, Letters Received, Wis. See New York Times, Dec. 2S, 1874. On
Feb. 9, 1876, Timothy Howe, Washington, D. C., telegraphed to Orville E.
Babcock. "The name is Charles E. Dyer"-Telegram received, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound). On Feb. 10, USG nominated Charles E. Dyer to
replace James Howe.
1873, Nov. l I. Isaac Cheek, Lebanon, Tenn., to USG. ''I drop you these few
lines to apprise you of the situation and the circumstances surrounding my
place ofresidence. First I have an incorporated Labor Union Society of which
I am president among my Colored brethren friends in this Wilson County: and
I am trying elevate & improve their condition. And certain evil disposed whites
in the locality are threatning me with personal violence, and say they are determined to break up the society if they have to raise a mob & hang me. And
as the Chief Executive of this Nation I ask of you ifl aro not priviliged to continue my society and its priviliges granted to me by the law. On the Second of
Octobler my son Samuel was shot & killed while on his way to a meeting of the
Society he was just 18 years of age of good character and moral, addicted to
no bad habits & was Secretary of one of the Societies~so you see the lawless
deeds have manifested themselves to my great personal sorrow. So I would lay
my case before you Mr President and hope you will give me some aid or counsel in the trying situation in which I am placed. Having been shot by the Ku
Klux of this county while defending my house near two years ago. Although
shot by them and seventy five of them surrounded my house. I shot eight of them
and six of them died. I stood my trial on the next day and was cleared those
men were in their disguised uniform and some sixteen more citizens run off.
their sympathizes and friends says that I shall run off like other niggers run off
& not stay to have white men reined up to law. There was eighteen colored men
ran out of the neighborhood by seven white disguised Ku Klux and when they
attacked me I killed six of them. And am yet a citizen of the County law abiding and firm in my republicanism devoting my efforts to the upbuilding ofmy
race. And had two sons with myself who served in the Army through the war.
and have lost much since & before. being wounded and advanced in age with
the depcndance of a large family-you can well realize the many unpleasant
forebodings with which I am surrounded and have to contend against. I have
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the honor to submit to your counsel and consideration my case. hoping to
hear from you on receipt of this . .. As to myselfl would most respectfully refer you to the Hon John Trimble Hon H. H. Harrison, Hon W F Prosser"ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters from the President.
J87S, Nov. 12. Michael J. Griffith , postmaster, Fredericksburg, Va., to USG.
"Seeing that the Paymaster General recommends the appointment of more
paymasters, I have made application to him for a paymast ership. You will recollect me as a Clerk at your headquarters for 6 years, entrusted with secrets of
the Virginia Campaign etc. If you can aid me to get hack to God's Country
where my heart yearns to be, I shall be more than grateful and thankful. Please
remember me and oblige a friend and admirer"-ALS. DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. On Dec. 6, 1869, USG had nominated Griffith
as postmaster; on March 27, 1874, USG renominated Griffith. On May 3.
18 75, Griffith, Fredericksburg, wrote to USG. "The Hon. Postmaster General
having considered it expedient to make a change of Postmasters here, I have
the honor to make application for a clerkship in the War Department and
would prefer to be assigned to tbe Surgeon General's office. I served six years
as clerk at Your Headquarters from Vicksburg until you were elected President,
and six years as Postmaster here and have received the endorsement of Gent's
J. H. Wilson, Rawlins. Kent and Cols Bowers and Leet and the entire busi~
ness community of this place, including a decided majority of the republican
party."-ALS, ibid., RG 107, Appointment Papers. No appointment followed.

187S, Nov. 12. James H. Lane, professor, Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, Blacksburg, Va., to USG. "Our Gov. has r ecently armed the Students of this n~w State College with beautiful Springfield rifled muskets, but
could give us no swords of any kind as the State is not so fortunate as t o own
them, & as it now takes a ll ofour income to supply our wants in other respects,
you will pardon me, I know, for taking the liberty ofrespectfully asking you to
furnish Us with the same, particularly when you recollect how generous the
Gen] Government has been in arming the students of the Agl College of West
Virginia...."-ALS, DNA, RG 156, Letters Received. Lane had ser ved as
brig. gen., C.S. Army. See Duncan Lyle Kinnear, The First 100 Years: A History
of Virginia Polytecli11ic Institute and State University (Blacksburg, Va., 1972).
1873, Nov. IS. USG note. "Will the Sec. of War please see Maj. Carter of
Va."-ANS, Grant S. McLoughlin, West Chester, Pa. Probably Richard H.
Carter, former C.S.A. maj. and chief inspector of transportation. On Oct. 23
and Nov. 11 , 1872, Carter, "Glen Welby, Near Salem Fauquier Co.," Va., had
written to Frederick T. Dent.". . . I have always been what I regard a true Conservative, and am now supporting the reelection of Gen) Grant because I sincerely believe, I am t herby promoting true Conservative principles, , .. I was an
officer iu the Conf. Service during the entire war-was for the two last years
of its continuance intimately associated with Gen] Lee was with him at the
Surrender & Sincerely believe, if he were living, He would concur with me in
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my present views-..."- ALS, ICarbS. "Allow me through you to Congratulate the President u.pon the result in this good old Commonwealth-..."-ALS,
USG s. On Jan. 15, 1875, Carter, chairman, Va. Republican Central Committee, wrote to USG. "Allow me to express to you the sincere pleasure afforded
to myself & every true friend of yr. Excellency in this portion of my state-by
your recent clear, satisfactory, & able message touching Louisiana affairs No
genuine friend of yrself or true friend of the Repn cause, has doubted the
soundness of your convictions, or your entire ability to meet & settle wisely the
crisis arising out of those difficulties- But the events have served to discover
to us the b ypocrisy of many who very recently, in the hope of reward, or for
the accomplishment of some selfish end, were anxious to be regarded as
yr. supporters, but have now joined in the noisy & senseless hue & cry raised
by our enemies, as well as, the enemies of the true principles of Constitutional
republican government-It will serve to winnow the Wttettt chaff from the
wheat & in the end will give you a firmer place in the confidence & affections
of the great masses of the people than ever-"-ALS, ibid. On May 13, Carter
again wrote to USG. "I have the honor to state, that I see from the Public papers, intimation of the fact, that there may soon occur a vacancy in the Sixth
Auditorship, by the resignation or removal of the present Incumbent.-( beg
leave to ask, that if such vacancy shall happen, you will be pleased to consider
my name in connexion with your appointment of a new Auditor-I respectfully refer Your Excellency to the letters & papers in my behalf, heretofore
presented, & which r presume are on file-"-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Appointments Div., Treasury Offices, Letters Received. No appointment followed.
1878, Nov. IS. To Joseph F. Loubat, New York City. "I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the copy of your book called 'Fox's Mission to Russia', which you were kind enough to have sent to me. I beg you will accept my
sincere thanks for your kind thoughtfulness."-Copy, DLC-USG, II, 2. Loubat
served as secretary for Gustavus V. Fox, asst. secretary of the navy, when Fox
delivered a congressional resolution concerning the attempted assassination
of Alexander ti; Loubat's journals and notes provided the basis for John D.
Champlin, Jr., ed., Narrative efthe Mission to Russia, in 1866, ofthe Hon. Gustavus Vasa Fox, . .. (New York, 1873).
1873, Nov. JS. U.S. Representative James A. Garfield of Ohio to USG. "Permit me to call your attention to the character and services of Dr Robert Reyburn, Surgeon in charge of the Freedmen's Hospital in this city. In makin.g the
Appropriations during the past two years, for the support of that institution, I
have had occasion to look into the management ofit, and have bad every reason to believe that its Medical Department was admirably and ably conducted.
I have known the Dr for several years and cordially commend him to you- "LS (press), DLC-James A. Garfield. On Oct. SO, Robert Reyburn, Washington,
D. C., had written to Garfield."An effort is being made to oust me from my position as Surgeon in charge of Freedman's Hospital. No fault is found with my
ma11agement but it is simply to give another applicant my position. The Sur-
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geon General has advised me to bring what influence I can ~ to bear upon
the President & I should be extremely obliged if you will enclose me a note addressed to the President in my behalf so that I can present it in person.. _:· ALS, iMd. Reyburn retained his post until 1875.
1873, Nov. 17.

To Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano. "I think perhaps it might be well to restore D. S. Goodloe as Pension Agent at Lexington,
Ky. as it seems injustice has been done him. Should you agree with me in this
opinion Col. Prall can be informed that no objection is found to him but the
change is made as a matter of justice to Mr. Goodloe.''-Copy, DLC-USG,
U, 2. On Dec. 2, USG nominated David S. Goodloe as pension agent, Lexington, Ky. On Feb. 25, 1874, Benjamin H. Bristow, Louisville, wrote to USG.
"Being advised that Genl D. S. Goodloe is about to resign the office of Pension
Agent at Lexington in this state, I desire to recommend for the place Col P. B.
Hunt of that dty. I cannot too strongly urge upon Your Excellency the eminent fitness of Col Hunt for the place. He is a man of probity, intelligence, business capacity and unexceptionable habits, and besides he was a most excellent
soldier throughout the late war for the suppression of the rebellion. He bears
upon his person painful reminders of the gallant part that he took in that war.
He has been an active & consistent republican. And there is no man in Ky
whose appointment would give greater pleasure to the republicans. It seems to
me that there is a peculiar fitness in giving Pension Agencies to wounded soldiers."-ALS, NNP. On Feb. 28, James H. Wilson, New York City, favorably
endorsed this letter.-AES, ibid. On March 6, USG nominated John A. Prall
as pension agent, Lexington. On July 20, I 876, following Ptall's removal, USG
again nominated Goodloe. On Aug. 5 and 17, Culver C. Sniffen wrote to Secretary of the Interior Zachariah Chandler. "The President directs me to request that you will have the Commission of Goodloe-Pension Agent at Lexington, Ky, withheld until you shall have heard further from him-" "The
President directs me to say that t he Commission of Goodloe as Pension Agent
at Lexington, Ky. may now issue-At the same time your special attention is
called to the endorsement by the President on the letter within, addressed to
him to day by Hon: John D. White.-.. . 'Boreing Vincent'-recommended for
Pension Agt at Lexington/ -Copies, DLC-USG, U, 3. See Louisville CourierJournal, Nov. 19, 1875; Robert Peter, History of Fayette County Kmtucl,:y, .. .
(Chicago, 1882), pp. 609, 686.
1873, Nov. 20. John C. Hopper, secretary. National Revenue Reform Association, New York City, to USG. "Personal .. . Permit me to inform you that,
we have just completed a Practical Revision of the ' Tariff & Collection Laws',
prepared by the Commissioners, appointed for the purpose of Revising the
statute Laws of the United states.-They have been engaged some three years
in their labors, and we have devoted some seven months to the ' Tariff & Collection Laws', which are offar greater importance to the Country-as they affect the Foreign Commerce, on which the Government has to depend to Keep
up the interest on its vast indebtedness. The work on which we have been en-
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gaged, has been thoroughly examined and will be formally passed upon by the
'New-York chamber of Commerce', and the 'Importers and Grocers Board of
Trade', Wm A. Booth, Esq. Pres., as well as other Commercial associations
throughout the Country, before being submitted to the Joint Congressional
Committee, on the 'Revision of the Laws' ...."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters
Received. Other letters from Hopper to USG on financial topics are dated
May 22, 1871 (ALS, ibid., Letters Received from the Interior Dept.), and Nov.
22, 1872, and July 9, 187S, printed in Hopper, 1/dministration of Customs Collectio11 and Nat,"onal Banking Laws (New York, 1875).
l 87S, Nov. 20. Lucy M. Porter, postmaster, Louisville, to USG. "I beg leave
to lay before you the accompanying application, which I have been requested
to inclose to you. 1 know the applicant to be a youth of excellent character and
steady, studious habits. He is possessed of a fine mind, is quiet and unobtrusive
iJl manner and would I think reflect credit upon the service he wishes to enter.
Please let me say to you General that I am very, VERY thankful, for your kind
assistance to Capt. Sherley that you would re- appoint me to my office. The
deep gratitude I feel for all your kfo.dness to me and mine heaven, alone will ever
know. Col. Buckner, Collector oflnternal Revenue will unite with Capt. Sherley
in going on my bond. Please General present my love to Mrs. Grant and Nellie."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On July 1, W S. Hazard,
Newport, Ky., had written to USG requesting a USMA appointment for his
son George S. Hazard.-ALS, ibid. Hazard did not attend USMA.

1875, Nov. 20. Charles T. Sherman, Cleveland, to USG. "1 hereby tender you
my resignation as Judge of the District Court of the United States for the
Northern District of Ohio, to take effect on the first day of December next. . ..
The only fault that has been found with me, by those who took part in the proceedings of the Cleveland Bar, grows out of my employment by the late
Mr Lockwood, to aid hi()1 and other Brokers of NewYork in procuring the reversal or repeal of a grossly erroneous and unjust construction, by a Revenue
Officer; of a Revenue law, that affected only the Brokers residing in the 52nd
District of New York. . . ."-LS, DNA, RG 60, Letters Received, Northern
Ohio. On Nov. 25, U.S. Senator John Sherma11 of Ohio wrote to USG. "The
resignation of Judge Sherman as District Judge of the U. S. of the Northern
District of Ohio will be placed in your hands by Gen. Sherman. In anticipation
of this event I have thought a good deal of who in the District would most
worthily and acceptably fill that office and I have no hesitation in recommending Hon Martin Welker of Wooster Ohio tts itt m y ~ for appointment-..."-ALS, ibid., Records Relating to Appointments. On Dec. 2, USG
nominated Martin Welker as judge, Northeru District, Ohio, to replace
Charles Sherman, who faced possible impeachment. See HMD, 42-5-98. On
July 16, John Sherman, Mansfield, Ohio, had written to Gen. WiJliam T. Sherman concerning their brother's successor. " ... The President named Bingham
but this nomination would be extremely distasteful to the People of Ohio for
the very reasons that would induce Grant to appoint him, to wit his support of
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the Salary bill & his connexion with the Credit Mobilier-1 could name several men who would fill the office with dignhy & honor and during the r ecess
will suggest some name to you. I will ask of the President no favor for he
entirely disregards the recommendations I have made I feel under no obligations to him & mean hereafter to pursue my own course with no regard for
him ... "-ALS, DLC-William T. Sherman.
1873, Nov. 22. USG note. "Referred to the Sec'y of the Int. Mrs. Sheehan is
the niece of my old Professor of drawing at West Point (still Prof. there) and
has a letter from him to meu-Julia Sweet Newman, List No. 247 [ 1971],
no. 55; ibid., List No. 255 [1972], no. 47. Robert W. Weir had taught drawing
at USMA since 1834.
On July 23, 1876, Weir, West Poi11t, N. Y., wrote to Gen. William T. Sherman. "I thank you for your very kind letter informing me of the wishes of t he
President in relation to placing me on the retired list. The gentle kindness of
your words r econciles me somewhat to the change, yet I cannot but feel sad at
the idea of breaking up old associations-, . . Please present my kindest regards to President Grant, aud thauk him for his kind words, and remembrance
ofme...."-ALS, DLC-William T. Sherman.
1873, Nov. 24. Christopher C. Andrews, U.S. minister, Stockholm,. to USG.
''I have lately written to Mr. Fish recommending the raising the rank of this
mission to Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. We maintained
a mission of that rank here in 18 I 4 and some years thereafter, which was before the union with Norway. Now the two countries have a population of six
millions and from their resources and character have a considerable influence.
Consideriug our increasing commerce with them direct and indirect, and the
relations growing out of immigration ought we to treat them as inferior to
Peru and [-] or even Italy and Spain? The measure I recommend was earnestly
recommended by Mr. J. H. Campbell of Pa on his quitting his post here in 1867.
It would gratify the Government and people of these countries very much,
also, our adopted Swedish & Norwegian citizens. I believe our people generally would approve of it. But Congress would naturally eX_pect you to take the
initiative in t he matter. Hoping you may find it proper to do so ..."-ALS
(press), Andrews Papers, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
1873, Nov. 25. Susan Curtis, Tiffin, Ohio, to USG. ''I will this day state to
you my CirCumstances my Former husband he vollenteard in the war that
was Fought with the south and was shot at Gorgia Jonesburo his name was
S. H. Curtis and then I marrid again And Could not live with the man I marrid and I lefte him and was Devorsed From him in this City in the Courte house
and my marrige thrown me out of my Pension bute as I am Devorsed back to
Curtis again And Now Mr President Grant Can you replase the Pension
Back to me again to the Day I was Devorsed From Myers . , .'1-ALS, DNA.
RG 48, Miscellaneous Div., Letters Received.
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1878, Nov. 25. Joseph Henry to USG. "I have the honor to transmit to you
herewith as a present from Mr Wm Blackmore of England a volume of 'Photographs of some of the principal objects in the British Museum' and also as a
present from Mr. Chas. Harrison, likewise of England, a copy of the 'Chaldean
Account of the Deluge.' With the hope that the presents in question will be
acceptable to you and prove a source of interest as illustrating the long
past, ..."-ALS (press), Smithsonian Institution Archives. On Dec. 6, Levi P.
Luckey wrote a letter of acknowledgment to Henry.-Copy, ibid.

f 1873, Nov. 28). Judge Halmer H. Emmons, 6th Circuit, to USG. "The indictment against P. T Butler, for conspiracy to defraud the Government, was
tried before me. Although the testimony abundantly warranted the conviction,
such features were developed by it, and by painstaking examination on my part
since the trial, made preparatory to pronouncing sentence, that I cordially recommend his pardon."-LS, NHi. On Nov. 28, Augustus H. Pettibone, asst. district attorney, Eastern District, Tenn., favorably endorsed this letter.-AES,
ibid. No pardon followed.
1878, Nov. 2[9}. George H. Harlow, lll. secretary of state, to USG. "Your
friends in this State who are acquainted with Geo B Pickett late a 1st Lieut in
the 16th Infty US A would consider the favor personal if you will read and then
grant the petition ofMr Pickett sent herewith in a printed letter to you. Young
Pickett has been a good and faithful Soldier for ten years as the records of the
war dept will show, and [ hope you may see your way clear to re-instate him in
the position he was compelled to resign"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP,
8088 1878. Harlow enclosed a lengthy printed letter dated Nov. 28 from
George 8. Pickett, Springfield, ill., to USG concerning his court-martial for
misappropriation of his room allowance.-LS, ibid. USG attached an undated
note to these papers. "Enquire into the case of Lt. Pickett, 16th lnf'ty who
wishes to [withdmw] his resignation. Successor not yet conf[irmedJ by th[eJ
Senate.''-AE, ibid. On Dec. ,o, Secretary of War William W. Belknap endorsed this note. "Had already read to him letter to Senator Oglesby & Mr
Farwell & mailed them by his order."-AE, ibid. On July 24, 1876, Pickett,
Fulton, Ill., wrote to USG. "The undersigned respectfully asketis at your hands
a reappointment as Mf'!tt Second Lieutenant in the U. S. Army. He would respectfully refer Your Excellency to his statement as to the charges made
against him while in the service in Mississippi, and under which he unwittingly
tendered his resignation, which is hereunto annexed, he would state that
these charges were unjust, that he had no intent to defraud the United States
Goverment in any way or manner, and he believes the statement of the facts
made by him, which are true in every particular, will show Excellency that
such is the case. Your pPetitioner would further state that he enlisted in the
Volunteere Service as a drummer boy, at the Commencement of the War of the
Rebellion, and that he served throughout that War as drummer and Sergeant
Major. He enlisted at Rock Island Ills. During bis service in the Regular Army
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he endeavored to perform his duty, as an officer and a Soldier, and did so he
thinks to the entire satisfaction of t he Goverment, His tastes and disposition
lead him to the Mil:llitary, the duties of which in the capacity in which he
served in the Regular Army, he well understands. By confering the reappointment asked for u.pon him, your petitioner will ever pray &c"-ALS, ibid. No
appointment followed .
1873, Nov. 29. Henry A. Kennerly, Fort Shaw, Montana Territory, to USG.
"Trusting that my application will meet with your consideration I have the
honor to solicit the appointment of Pay Master in the United States Army"ALS, NHi. USG endorsed this letter. ''Put himself out of his way to get in the
rebel Army."-AE (undated), ibid. Kennerly moved to Montana Territory
from St. Louis in 1856.
1873, Nov. 29. Alexander H . Stephens, Washington, D. C., to USG. ''J take
the liberty of enclosing to you a letter from the Surgeon General of the U. S.
Army addressed to Dr. J. J. Woodward, U. S. Army, of this city, upon a matter
of public interest, and one from Professor Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute,
upon the same subject. Dr. J. S. Barnwell has made a discovery by which he
feels assured the strength of large guns can be greatly increased by a new
mode ot process in casting them. The subject is one of so much importance
that I have thought it proper to call your special attention to it, and submit
whether it would not be quite expedient to have an experimental trial made of
it. If your judgment concurs, allow me to suggest that directions be given to
the proper officer, and, through the proper channel, for a full t est of the practicability and utility of Dr. Barnwell's idea. Allow me farther to say Dr. Barnwell is a gentleman of high character as well as integrity and intelligence. He
is of the Barnwell family of South Carolil1a. That you may know more of him
and of his antecedents, I submit, and enclose, another letter from the Surgeon
Gener al of the United States Army with accompanying papers. All the enclosur es with this, 1 trust will be carefully preserved and returned to me that I may
hand them back to him, whether any action be had upon his projet or not-"ALS, DNA, RG 156, Letters Received.
1873, [Nov.]. Ebenezer R. Hoar to USG on a recent election in Mass. "We
have carried on this campaign in the interests of honesty, public order and
public virtue, against an attempt to int roduce into Massachusetts the objects
and the methods of Tammany Hall,"-William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue
No. 42, March, 1892, p. 12.
1873, DEC. 2. To Congress, t ransmitt ing a State Dept. report on consular
fees collected in 1872.-Copies, DNA, RG 59, Reports to the President and
Congress; ibid., RG 130, Messages to Congress. HED, 43-1-8.
1873, DEc. S. Judge Robert P. Dick, U.S. District Court, Greensboro, N. C.,
to USG. "If an Act of Congress should be passed, providing for two Marshals
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in this State,-one for the Eastern and anot her for the Western District,-}
cordially recommend Mr Joshua B Hill for the Office of Marshal in the Eastern District-He has been acting as Chief Deputy for this District under
Marshal Douglas and I regard him as a very reliable and efficient officer.-You
could not make a better appointment for this District, or one that wo1,1ld give
more general satisfaction.- "- ALS, Ouke University, Durham, N. C. On
June 22, 1874, USG signed a bill authorizing a marshal, Western District,
N. C.; on the same day, he nominated Robert M. Douglas for the post. On
Dec. 14, USG nominated Joshua B. Hill as marshal, Eastern District, N. C., to
replace Douglas.
1873, DEc. 4. Charles E. Sherman, Washington, D. C., to USG transmitting
a letter of the same date to Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson
concerning "claims under the 9th Article of Treaty of l 819, between the
United States and Spain,"-LS, DNA, RG S6, Letters Received. USG endorsed this letter. "Sec. ofTreas."-AE (undated), ibid.
1873, DEc. 5. G. W. Grayson, clerk, General Council of the Indian Ter ritory,
Okmulgee, to USG and Congress remonstrating against grants of Indian lands
to railroads. ". .. Though the United States had guaranteed those titles.forever,
the corporations interested in the contingent land grants have belabored Congress incessantly to take steps to break down the Indian nationalities to which
the titles of these lands were made, in order to reach the lands.-These corporations claim that as the titles are made to the nations, a distruction of their
identity as organized political communities is all that is necessary to perfect
their own inchoate titles. If the faith of the U.S. Govt. should prove weak enough
to give way before these attacks of the corporations, the lands would go into
their hands without consideration to the Indians and settlers receive no interest in them save at rail road prices. Can a great, intelligent, and Christian nation afford to enact so great an injustice? We your memorialists in full view of
these above stated facts, and the fate of all Indians who have lost their lands and
their homes,-of the pauperism, the degradation and ruin to our people which
11mst follow such a disaster; appeal to your sense of honor as our only defense
and only hope in this extremity, to repeal all clauses in the acts of Congress
above referred to, or any other acts making grants oflands situated in t he Indian Territory to aid in the construction of rail-roads by passing House Bill
l lS2. 42nd Congress 2nd Session, introduced by the House of Representatives
by Hon. J.P. C. Shanks or some bill of similar import."-ADS, DNA, RG 75,
Letters Received, Central Superintendency. See SRC, 4S-S-744, SS I-82; CG,
42-2, 499. On June 14, 18751 Grayson, Eufaula, lndian Territory, transmitted
papers on the same subject to USG.- ALS, DNA, RG 75, Letters Received,
Central Superintendency.
On Dec. 6, 1873, representatives of eighteen tribes, Okmulgee, had addressed USG and Congress concerning efforts to establish a territorial government."... Territorial government is demanded only by the interests ofrailroad corporations and by those who have been misled by the sophistry and

486

Calendar: DECEMBER 5,

1 873

misrepresentations of those thus interested, and cannot be effected without
bad faith and the infliction of a great wrong, the beginning of a near end to the
Indians. 8ut these corporations, and those working in their interests, assert
that several of the nations concerned agreed to a territorial government by
terms of treaties made in 1866. S11ch is not the fact. They agreed t o an international 'council' and government; but they never intended that it should be
any other than an Indian government... ."-HMD, 43-1-88. On Feb. 9, 1874,
James M. C. Smith and six others, "citizens of the Cherokee, Creek, Seminole,
Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations, n Washington, D. C., wrote to USG and Congress to "most solemnly and emphatically declare that the articles of the treaties
of 1866, which authorize the establishment of a 'general council' of the Incli-·
ans, do JlOt authorize the formation by Congress of a Territ01-ial government of
the United States over the Indians of the Indian Territory. On the contrary, the
agreement on our part in assenting to the establishment of said council was entered into for the very p11rpose of obviating the alleged necessity ofsuch a Territorial government... . The scheme contemplated by the Territorial bills now
before Congress were proposed to us in 1866. We mzanimously refected them• . ..
We, the signers of the treaties of 1866, certainly understood the purport and
intent of those treaties, and it was with our interpretation of them that the
people ofour nations received them as the supreme law of the land. Now. in the
name of our people, and in their behalf, we do most solemnly and firmly protest
against any perversion of these treat ies, whereby they may be construed as authorizing the establishment of a Territorial government over our respective
nations and tribes unless it be with the express consent of these nations and
tribes."-HMD, 43-1-142; SRC, 45-3- 744, 375-77. See PUSG, 21, 162-.56.
1873, DEc. .5. George W. Swift, Windsor, Ontario, to USG concerning his
suspension as consul on Sept. Io. "... your mind was lio!lestly influenced by the
revenge of Moses W F,ield; who seeks my removal because his pathos and his
money, both of which were applied with vigor, faild to induce me to canvass his
District to secure his election to congress. I voted for him hoping 1t was the
least of two evils,-1 could not do more because I regarded him as neither capable nor honest. Hoping that I shall be able to aid you in your anxious desire
to correct the abuses that arise in connection with the revenue department of
our government: I most respectfully request to be retained in this office r
herewith transmit such evidence of my fitness as I have at my command; regreting that my finances will not allow me to see you in person:"-ALS, DNA,
RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. Related papers are ibid.
On Dec. 2, USG had nominated John L. Near as consul, Windsor. On July 11,
Near, Detroit, had written to Secretary of State Hamilton Fish requesting this
appointment.-ALS, ibid. U.S. Representative Moses W Field of Mich. endorsed this letter, stating tbat Near "is willing to take up his residence in
Windsor which will be a great convenience to business men. The present incumbent resides at Wayne, Michigan, a clistance of about 20 miles from the
consul's office, which occasions no little inconvenience to parties having business to transact at the consulate."-ES (undated), ibid.
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1873, DEc. 6. Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson to USG. "I have the
honor to send herewith an order, .ind to request that it may be returned to this
Department, with your signature, fixing the pay of Machinists in the Navy at
$75. per month from the 1st of January, 1874."-Copy, DNA, RG 45, Letters
Sent to the President. A copy of the order dated Dec. 5 is ibid.

1873, DEc. 6. Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn, to USG. "I strive not to
trouble you with many requests, but I have one very much on my heart, and I
come to you with an earnestness which does not ordinarily spring from the
same source in politics-My dear friend :Jee. James Freela1td whom all respect,
and whom J love, is requested to offer his resignation of the I st Collectorship
of Brooklyn-No one doubts his integrity-no one can doubt the substantial
efficiency of his administration- of course, it is a desirable place, and it is not
strange that the managers of politics want it as a part of the machinery of the
party, here,-I do not blame them, But I do desire, (though I am an ardent republican) on this particular to have them overruled-I would not ask the retention of an improper officer for a moment: but no nobler specimen ofa faithful and high minded man can be found in the employ of the Government than
James Freeland-And now, my dear general, J feel a personal distress in this
matter-I come to you with all the earnestness of my nature, to ask as a favor1-and I wi11 take it in liew of all others,-the only favor which I ask of the
party, and of yourself as the head of the great party of the nation, that you will
interpose, and retain so good a man, for the service sake and for my sake-I
pray you excuse me if I seem too urgent, But l am asking a personal favor from
the bottom of my heart and one which I believe will not be inconsistent with
the highest good of the public-... Dec 9th. Since writing the above, I have
received Mr Douglas's letter & the a11egations: and I have made and had made
diligent enquiry, I do not believe that anything has happened, that would not
have been overlooked, had there been a vigorous politician at the head of this
office-The Government bas not only lost nothing, but there has been a large
gain in the collections of the other districts, merged into this one, since it came
into Mr Freeland's hands, His honesty is proverbial-none deny his purity &
integrity-It is alledged that good nature and age render him inefficient, But,
he is efficient-He lays golden eggs, but does not cackle-His quietness, his desire to make the taxes as little burdensome as possible, to ease men for mere
technical faults, without intention of fraud, of the severe penalties-these are
the reasons of a charge of inefficiency-There is one other ground, the office
is coveted by both of the two conflicting parties in the Republican camp of
Brooklyn: both want places for their men, and Mr Freeland has had forced
upon him at various times, men whom he would not have chosen, but for whom
he is responsible-It may be that he is not a very stirring politician-but, /lis
fn·ends are, It may be urged that far more efficiency may be received by
puttiJJg in his place a more energetic manager (I E. one who ca11 be managed
more energetically) But this is counting on only one side-what may be gained
and not what will be lost by the discontent of those who ask for Mr Freeland
as all the consideration wished for t heir own services to the country and to the
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party-"-Copy, Stowe-Day Foundation, Hartford, Conn. James Freeland,
president, board of trustees of Beecher's Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, continued as collector of Internal Revenue, Lst District, N. Y. See New York Times,
Sept. 24, 1879.
1873, DEc. 6. N. C. Senator George N. Hill to USG. "I am canclidly of the
opinion -that the appointment of Hon. George L. Mabson to the position of
Collector of Customs, port of Wilmington N. C, will give entire satisfaction to
the people most interested, and certainly to the party in this State favorable to
the administration."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Collector of Customs Applications.
ln an undated petition, N. C. Representative Jacob T. .Brown et al. wrote to
USG."... Mr Mabson, is the choice of the colered people, for the above position, and while they disclaim the least intention of raising the question of
Coler, they would regard his appointment as a very great compliment For the
past eight years, he has been constantly before the people of this state, as an
orater in the interestofRepublicanism . ..."-OS (32 signatures), ibid. A graduate of Howard University (187 I) and N. C. senator ( 1872-74), Mabson later
Served as inspector of customs, Wilmington.
1873, DEc. 8. USG order relocating a pension agency from Marion, Iowa, to
Dubuque "for the convenience of pensioners."-DS, DNA, RG 48, Miscellaneous D,iv., Letters Received.

Levi P. Luckey to Speaker of the House James G. Blaine. "The
Preside~1t desires me to say in reply to your note that the appointment of Surveyor General for Montana is made, and to withhold it now would be a great
disappointment to Genl. A. J. Smith to whom it has been promised."-Copy;
DLC-USG, LI, 2. See PUSG, 19, 444-45.

1873, D£c. IO.

1873, DE:c. 12. USG order authorizing Marshall Jewell, U.S. minister, St.
Petersburg, to negotiate an extradition treaty with Russia.-DS, DNA, RG
84, Russia, Despatches Received.
1873, OEc. JS. Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, San Francisco, to USG. "I have
just learned tha[t] my old friend, Thos. F. Hill of Culpeper, Va died some
months ago, leaving his family in very destitute circumstances, and that his
son, to enable him to support his Mother and the younger children, wishes tbe
appointment of Postmaster at Culpeper. Please give his application the most
favorable consideration possible under the circumstances, .. ,"-Copy, DLCJohn M. Schofield.

1873, DEC. 15. Secretary ofthe Treasury William A. Richardson to USG. "I
have the honor to request that authority be granted this Department to use
$2,000, of the appropriation for 'Promoting the efficiency of the civil service,'
for the purpose of paying the expenses incident to the application o( the civil
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service rules."-Copy, DNA, RG 56, Letters Sent. An endorsement indicafing
approval is ibid.
1873, DEc. 15. William J. Armstrong, Nasonville, Wis., to USG. "You will
pardon the presumption of an old Comrade in arms in addressing you now but
the remembrance of old times makes me hope to be forgiven for my boldness.
You doubtless have forgotten me long ere this, but [ never have lost the kindly
remembrances of my old commander My first acquaintance Wft8 with you
was upon landing at Vera-Crus, in Mexico, during tl1e war with that Gov. when
2nd Lieut Grant and I were the first men ashore from the vessel in which we
sailed I was with with I st Lieut Grant during every engagement of that victorious campaign from Chepultipec to the City of Mexico. After the Mexican
War, I enlisted in the Reg Army in I 850, and served two terms of.~ yrs each in
the 3rd Reg US Infantry Col Bonifil Com'g When you resigned in 1854 I,remaining in the service-lost sight of but did not forget my old commander,-until the breaking out of the late rebellion. In 1860 I returned from
servise on the Western Plains, and enlisted in the 7th Wisconsin Vol Inf.
Rec'd a wound at South Mountian in the wrist and Shoulder of my left arm,
14th Sept '62. I am unable to serve in the ranks as a private soldier, and expecting a war with Spain or Cuba would Respectfully solicit from yYour
eExcellency a Brevet Captains Commission in the army. With that commission, I could in case of war easily obtain a commission in the vol Service. I have
every confidence in my old commander, having followed you through so many
victorious campaigns, and I ask this favor wishing to have one more opportunity of striking a blow for the honor of the America Flag, and the vindication
of the country's Rights and honor any where. A short note, only a few lines
from the pen of Your Excellency in recognition of an old comrade in arms
though widely separated from me by honors and· position honestly won, and
rightfuly deserved would be a boon, ftftd I would humbly ask & highly
honor"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Applications for Positions in War Dept. No appointment followed.
1873, DEc. 16. Baron de Cosson, Sorrento, Italy, to USG. "I have t he honour
to inform you that I forward to you by this mail, a letter from King John of
Ethiopia, which that sovereign confided to my care whilst I was travelling in
Abyssinia, from which country I have just returned. Begging you to acknowledge receipt; . . ."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters. The enclosure
is an undated letter from Emperor John IV of Ethiopia to USG. '1 send you my
greetings, and pray to God for your health and that of all the people of the
United States. The letter which General Kirkham brought me from London,
(from the Hon Hamilton Fish) gave me much pleasure. I have ordered General
Kirkham to write to your government concern[ing] the affairs ofmy country.
1 now pray you to give me your assistance against the work done by the Turks
against me and all Ethiopia. Their desire is to take my country from me and to
make my people slaves. I have done no wrong against Ismael Pacha but he is
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working against me every day. Now I know that you are a good Christian and

1 beg you to be judge between us."-AL, ibid.; translation, ibid.
1873, DEc. 18. (Hugh McCulloch], London, to USG. "I should have called
IJpon you when I was recently in Washington had I felt at liberty to do so. As
I did not, I take this method of tendering to you my grateful acknowledgements-not for doing me personally a service, but for not permitting injustice
to be done (in regard to the Navy Account and Funding business) to the House
with which I was connected, notwithstanding the efforts which r understand
were made, to prejudice you against me, by reviving the unfortunate misunderstanding which occurred many years ago, and which I have always regretted. I am surprised to learn that such efforts have been made, because they
were not creditable in themselves, and because the persons making them ought
to have been wise enough to know that whatever might be your feelings towards me, you would not be influenced by them in the discharge of your official
duty. Nor may it be improper for me to say in this connection, that I never understood, and that I am sure the intelligent men of the country never understood, that the question between yourself and Mr Johnson necessarily involved
a question of veracity. My brief note to Mr Johnson was dictated at my own
house, where I was temporarily confined, immediately upon the receipt of one
from him-without conference with any one-and in confirming his statement of what occurred at the last of his cabinet meetings which you attended,
it certainly did not occur to me that anything was involved in it beyond the
recollection of a conversation in regard to which there might be honest differences among those who were present. Whatever may be your opinion, however, of this matter, and whatever may be your feelings towards me personally,
r shall never forget nor underrate the great services you have rendered our
common country in the field and it1 the dischar ge of the duties of the high position to which you have been called by a grateful people. In this spirit, and
with best wishes for the continued success of your administration, ..."-Copy,
InU. In 1873, Levi P. Morton wrote to USG concerning government bonds
and the views of prominent bankers on Hugh McCulloch.-William Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 16. See PUSG, 22, 69-70; Ellis
Paxson Oberholtzer, Jay Cooke.: Financier ofthe Civil War (Philadelphia, 1907),

11, .209-

10, 559- 66, 455- 36.

On Feb. 21, 1874, George W Childs, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "One of
our most reputable and much esteemed citizens brought us the enclosed communicatiori, and handed us the enclosed articles which he had just received
from one of the most influential and respectable houses in London. Mr. Drexel
and I thought it our duty to bring the matter to your notice, knowing your
j ustly st rong feeling on the subject. Mr. Borie who has just dropped in and read
t he articles suggests that McCulloch's impudence is hardly exceeded by McClure's attempt at our Mayoralty. Mr. Borie and Mr Drexel unite in kindest remembrances to all at the Executive Mansion. Mrs. Childs expects to to write
to Mrs Grant by this mail. Mrs. Drexel continues quite ill and we are all still
anxious about her. Jesse is out at Mr. Drexel's spending to day. I saw him and
he looks first-rate."-ALS, USG s.
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Presumably in late April or early May, Elihu B. Washburne wrote to fUSGJ.
"1 hear from other sources that McCulloch has been doing us a great deal of
good in London by upholding our credit and vindicating our financial integrity. His reputation asa financier and his management of the Treasury has
given him much prestige in the London money market and probably no man
can do more for our bonds than he can. The Veto seems to be more and more
appreciated by everybody abroad. I hear nothing but praise of it by all Americans whom I meet, and among foreigners there is but one opinion. All say that
your act has done more to establish our financial credit and honor in Europe
than anything that has ever been done."-AL (initialed), ibid. On April 24,
McCulloch had written to USG. "Cherishing, as I do, a deep interest in whatever affects the financial Credit, and welfare of the United States, I thank you,
most heartily, for withholding your Signature from the Currency Bill. In taking the stand you have taken against a11 increase of an irredeemable Currency,
you may have provoked the hostility of many, but I am confident, that in the
opinion of a large majority ofyour countrymen you have laid the nation under
obligations exceeded only, by its obligations to you, for Services in the Field:
nor do r doubt that the 'sober second thought' of those who favored the Bill
from patriotic considerations, will, ere long, approve your action in preventing it from becoming a law."-ALS, ibid.
On June 19, McCulloch, Philadelphia, wrote to USG. "Private . .. From the
time our acquaintance commenced, up to the Spring of 1868, we were friends;
at least, you had no more earnest supporter than I was. Since then, there has
been, on your part, entire alieanation-the result, l apprehend, in some measure, of a misunderstanding. This misunderstanding I should be glad, on my
own account, and-on the account of mutual friends, to have removed, and it
has occurred to me, that it might be removed, by a personal interview. If I am
too sanguine in this supposition, I should still be pleased-grateful as I am to
you, for tbe services you have rendered the country in military and civil life.to have the privlege of paying my respects to you in person before I return to
London. Will you be so good, as to advise me whether or not, a caJl from me
will be agreeable to you"-ALS; ibid.
187.3, D£c. 20. George N. Harlow, m. secretary of state, to USG. "Our mutual friend Gen James M True visits Washington upon business which he will
make known to Your Excellency. ft is needless for me to tell you about Gen
True or his merits and qualifications for you know them well, ..."-ALS,
DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation. On Jan. 14, 1874,
U.S. Representative Charles B. Farwell oflll. et al. petitioned [USG]. "We the
undersigned Representatives and Senators from lllinois most respectfully reccommend the appointment of James M. True, to the position of Consul, to
Kingston, Canada, in place of Mr Hance, now holding said position"-0S (15
signatures), ibid. Related papers ar e ibid. On Feb. 16, USG nominated
James M. True as consul, Kingston. See PVSG, 6, 366-67.
187.3, DEc. .20. 0. A, McGinnis, Moscow, Tex., to USG.. "W S Herndon M. C.
from this District having a Bill before the House for moving the remnant of
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Several Small Tribes of Indians from Polk Co. Texas to the Indian Teritory I
feel it my duty to convey through Your Excellency to the Government Such
facts relating to the Said project as is within my knowledge that the action
herein may not depend solely upon information derived through interested and
designing parties The Indians referd to in Mr Herndotts bill are living in this
county "llpon their own lands following the Peacefull and Quiet persuits of
Agriculture and Stock growing, often hireing themselves in the Spring and
Summer to the Farmers to aid in clearing their Crops and in the fall to gather
them, and their removal would but deprive this county of So much Labor and
injure both Indian and White. These Indians have never lived upon the frontier have never been unfriendly with the Whites, know nothing of the wild Savage, are fully three hundred miles inside the Settlements uactly where they
Should be. Here they trouble no one and no one troubles them. But place them
upon the Frontier in the Commanche Schools, and they would soon have to be
all killed off, or an Army required to watch them and many thousands in Rations to feed them, where they are, they are in no ones way, and are making a
good living making Corn Cotton Bacon Beef &c. Much better for the country
and for the Indian if they were all moved into the settlements entirley surrounded with Whites then they could do no damage and t heir intimate intercourse with the whites would Soon civilize them if properly managed And
these small Tribes in Polk county would long since have been civilized but for
the fact That many years ago through Some means one Sam Rowe induced the
state of Texas to appoint him an Agent for them and he knowing that their
Civilization would be the end of his Agency, Taught the Indians that they must
preserve their nationalty They must not learn the English language, they
must not mix with the whites &c thus their progress was retarded After
Sam Rowes death his Son R. J. Rowe tried the Same game, But the facts
Comeing to the knowledge of the State Dept, he was dismissed from his
Agencey and Since 1867 there has been no Agent and none required for they
are peaceable Honest Quiet good citizens and fully competant to take care of
themselves But R. J. Rowe finding 'Othellos ocupation gone' as an Indian
Agent here, Applies to W S Herndon that these Indians may be moved to the
Indian Teritory, That he and others may get many thousands in doeing So and
the Indians placed where an e.xcuse will lye for a Perpetual Agencey Where an
Armey will be required to watch them and many thousands for their support
The whole Scheme Mr President is nothing more nor less than one for makeing money out of the Government without any regard to the wellfare of the Indian, who are much better off where they are, And who have not themselves
desired any such change in their Condition, and the voice in ninety nine of evry
hundred good men in this country will say 1et them alone' there is no portion
of this Continent better spared for their occupancy than that which they at
present possess For the Truth of my statements I refer you to evry honest
man in Polk county, but do not desire the publicity of my name in the matter
as I alwready possess Enemey enough about these Same Indians, haveing used
my influence to prevent parties from plundering the state, they hoped by applying to the Federal Government to pass beyond my influence"-ALS, DNA,
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RG 7 5, Letters Received, Central Superintendency. See Jonathan B. Hook, The
Alabama-Coushatta Iridians (College Station, Tex., 1997), p. 89,
1878, DEc. 23. USG endorsement. "The within request is approved; and the
reservation Is made accordingly. The Secretary of the Interior will cause the
same to be noted in the General Land Office."-Copy, DNA, RG 107, Letters
Sent, Military Affairs. Written on a letter of Dec. 18 from Secretary of War
William W. Belknap to USG requesting that certain land on Pike's Peak, Colorado Territory, be reserved for a U.S. signal station.-Copy, ibid.

I87S, DEc. 25.

0

Henry Dobson, Jr., Port- of-Spain, Trinidad, to USG. The
humble petition of Henry Dobson sheweth, that your petitioner is one of the
unlearned sable sons of the United Sates of America, & was born on the eastern shoreofMeryland, & has been a resident in the Island of Trinidad for several years. And in consequence of the various changes-that have lately taken
place in the said Island, your petitioner togeth with many of my race and people,
do find it to be a very bard task for us to get a comfortable living among the
white population of Trinidad For ever since the Emancipation of the slaves
of Trinidad ther-e have been a cruel prejudice kept up against the African race
in that Island, & it has grown to such a higth, that we find many obstacles put
in our way to impede our progress. In consequence of the depressed condition
of the neighbouring Islands round about Trinidad, there is a rapid flow of emigrants daily pouring into Trinidad, which, in connection with the superabundant quantity of Coolie, China, & Portugee's emigrants now in the Island, the
matter of our future progress in Trinidad is a hopeless case. And therefore
your petitioner together with many of race and people have come to the firm
Conclusion to seek a home some where on the shores of the southern section
of the United States of America your dominion, and in view of the foregoing
your petitioner does most humbly pray that your gracious Majesty may give
the matter your early and most earnest consideration And if it may please
your Majesty to open unto us a door of emigration from Trinidad to the
Southeren section of the United States of America, By referring the matter to
some of the enterpriseing gentlemen of the south who may feel inclined to engage in an enterprise of that nature, & provide us a ship for our conveyance
acrost the seas as we all are poor people & have no means to pay our own passage, . .."-ALS, DNA, RG 59, Miscellaneous Letters.
1873, DEc. 27. S. N. Wolff, Cassel, Ger.many, to USG. "This letter must be
begun with an excuse for not using the English language; I am very anxious to
express myself clearly and on this account employ my mother-tongue. .. . The
case itself is briefly set forth as follows: Since about three years I have carried
on a business in New York, 55 Murray Street, chiefly importing. Through hard
work it became quite prosperous, but though not claiming any conspicuous
position in the business world of New York, it seems to have aroused envy; it
afforded its possessors an honest subsistence and a slowly increasing capital. In
January 1875., there suddenly appeared in our New York office a Custom House
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officer and 4 policemen who demanded our books for examination, which were
willingly delivered to them. We were accused of undervaluation wnich charge
was emphatically denied. We refused all settlements offered as, as we conscious
of no ~ilt. Finally the Custom House brought a suit for $75,000. damage...."-ALS, DNA, RG 56, Letters Received from the President; ttanslation, ibid.
1873, DEc. John F. Long, St. Louis, to USG. ''My young friend, Archie G.
Gibson, a native of Saint Louis, Son of Hon. Chas. Gibson,-grand son of
Judge Archibald Gamble,-is an applicant for·West Point, under the Law regulating 'Appointments by the President.' . . . His relatives are among the
warmest;and oldest friends of yourself and family. I hope you may feel disposed
to give this young scion of those old Missouri families (from one of which your
own children descended,) an opportunity to display, in the cause of our country in coming yea.rs, those qualities that have made many of them conspicuous and useful in our day and generation. Ifmy health would justify it, l would
join Gen). Smith and Col. Easton in a visit to Washington-earnestly soliciting this appointment."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, Correspondence, USMA. On
Dec. 4, Alton R. Easton, St. Louis, wrote to USG on the same subject.-ALS,
ibid. Related papers are ibid. On Jan. 6, 1874, Col. Langdon C. Easton, Philadelphia, wrote to Frederick T. Dent, Fort Trumbull, Conn. "Archie Gibson of
St. Louis leaves here to day for Fort Trumbull to see you in regard to his getting yett the appointment of Cadet at West Point-.. . I do not want to bother
the President with the subject if he has established any rule which would bar
the appointment of Archie-I have understood that the President has established the rule to give the appointments only to sons of Officers of the Army &
Navy-If such is the case, it will hardly be worth while for Archie to go to
Washington-..."-ALS, ICarbS. Appointed from Mo., Archibald (Archie)
Gibson graduated USMA in 1879. See St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Jan. 27, 1881 .
[187.'J, Dec.-May, 1874].
Riley W Tucker, Alcorn County, Miss., to USG
concequng legal and political complications arising from indebtedness he
incurred while postmaster, Tupelo (1868-69).-ALS, DNA, RG 60, Letters
Received, Miss.

l 87S. Secretary of War William W Belknap to USG concerning a lJSMA
cadet suspended for hazing.-William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. S4,
Jan., 1891, p. 16. See New York Times, June 7, 187S.

1873. U.S. Senator Aaron H. Cragin of N. H. to USG.-Wj]Jiam Evarts
Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 6 .
1873. U.S. Representative William W Phelps ofN. J. to USG. "I trust to annoy your Excellency with as few applications for office as is possible for any
man who is foolish enough to go into po1itics."-William Evarts Benjamin,
Catalogue No. 42, March, 1892, p. 17,
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1875, Reuben Tomlinson and George Shrewsbury, Charleston, S. C., to
USG. "The undersigned have heard that an effort is being made to secure the
removal of Mr JD Geddings from the position he now holds as Assistant Treas
of the United States in the City of Charleston in this State. We shall be sorry
to hear that such an effort is successful We know Mr Geddings personally as
well as officially, and we know him to be an excellent o~cer as well as a sincere
and consistent Republican. Indeed we do not think that his place can be filled
more advantageously to the government, or acceptably to this community
than it is now. We do not know on what grounds his removal is asked, but we
do know that it cannot be truthfully asked on the grounds of inefficiency, want
of integrity, or of sincere devotion to the Party organization which now controls the Government. This being the case we respectfully ask that he may not
be removed.''-LS, DNA, RG 56, Asst. Treasurers and Mint Officials, Letters
Received. On April 5, 1874, USG nominated Cyrus H. Baldwin, former assessor of Internal Revenue, Srd District, S. C., as asst. treasurer, Charleston.
On Dec. S, Governor Daniel H. Chamberlain ofS. C. wrote to USG. "I have
the honor very respectfully to recommend the appointment of Hon: J. D. Geddings of this State as Minister Resident of the United States in Ecuador. .. .
South Carolina at present has but one diplomatic representative in the service
of the United States, and l think Mr. Geddings' appointment will be gratefully
received by all our people."-ALS, ibid., RG 59, Letters of Application an<l
Recommendation. Related papers are ibid. No appointment followed.
l87S. Governor Cadwallader C. Washburn of Wis. to USG refuting allegations that he had condemned the Republican party as "corrupt, from the President down.''-William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 27, Nov., 1889, p. 10.
1875. Frederick Watts, commissioner of agriculture, to USG concerning
Granger issues.-William Evarts Benjamin, Catalogue No. 2-7, Nov., 1889,
p. 10.
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Benedict, Kirby (New Mexico Union),
119, 12071

Beqjamin, John F., 295n, 298n
Bennett, Granville G. (Dakota Territory
Supreme Court), S'79
Bennett, Harrison (of Long Branch,
NJ.), SS9

Bennett, James Gordon (New York Herald), 13211, 280n

Bennett, Joseph (Miss. senator), 325
Bentley, Richard T., 205n
Benton, James G. (U.S. Army), 329
Benton, John C. (of Covington, Ky.).
18Sn

Benton, Mortimer M. (of Covington,
Ky.), 18Sn
Benton, William H. (friend of USG):
USG concerned about, 49; recommends appointments, 11 Sn, 1SOn-S In,
'252~ 3 t I, S60; telegram to, Oct. 28,
187S, 232n; manages USG's business,
23411

Bergen County, NJ., 155n
Berlin, Germany, 220n, 4S8, 464
Berlin Heights, Ohio, 198n
Bernstein, Bernhard (prisoner), SS.5
Berry, James W. (Ill. Vols.), S70
Best, J. Milton (of Paducah), 14, 29
Bethel, Conn., 355
Beveridge, John L. (Gov. of Ill.), 372
Bevier, Jonathan D. (hidian inspector),
'Vi 1

Bey, Aristarchi (Turkish minister), 465
Bey, Blacque (Turkish minister), 67n
Beyland, John C. F. (Oestliche Post), 85,
85n-8611

Biddeford, Maine, S 13
Biddle, Thomas {minister to Ecuador),
9 171, 328-24

Big Bethel, Va., battle ot: S20
Bigelow, George T. (Mass. Supreme
Court), 14211
Big Tree (Kiowa), 9011, 11111, 4S9, 440
Bingham, John A. (minister to Japan),
25Sn,468-64,48 1-82
Birmingham, Mich., S69
Bisbee, Horatio, Jr. (U.S. District Attorney), 991i
Bishop, Daniel E., 28111

Index
Bishop Seabury ~fasion, Faribault,
Minn., 428
Bismarck, Dakota Territory, 349
Blackfan, Joseph H. (Civil Service Commission), 186n-87n
Blackfeet, 371
Blackfoot (CTmv): letter to, Nov. 5, 1878,
2S7; visits USG, 237, 257n-59n
Black Hawk War, 586
Black Jim (Modoc), 196, 19711, 20611
Blackmore, William (British antiquar-

ian), 483
Blacks: lack civil rights, 61, 651!, 66n,
291, 29 I n-92111 554; compared -w ith
Hawaiians, 7211; in Ga., 7811, 332-83,
558; in Tex., 9011, 536, 557-38; fear Ku
Klux Klan, 98n; seek appointments,
11111-12,1, 13511, 571; in La., l24n25n, 126n, 588; in N.J., 1S5n; oppose
Cuban slavery, 20911-JOn, 875; during
Virginius affair, 24711, 24811; as free laborers, 265; suffrage, 27411; in Haiti,
27711; in Va., 28911, 445, 470; as consuls,
5 14; in Ala., 317; in Miss., 325,400; as
postmasters, 527; as sold1ers, S50, 560;
in Tenn., 340, 544, 477-78; in N.C.,
546, 589-90, 475-76, 488; educated,
558, 4 10; request pensions, 573-74; in
Fla., 380-81; in Ark., 390; as USMA
applicants, 394; e.xecuted, 1-1 I; hospital
for, 479-80; seek return to U.S., 495
Blacksburg, Va., 478
Blackstone, Timothy B. (of Chicago):
telegram to, Oct. 25, J 875, 23211
BlackweU, Henry B. (of Boston), 279n80n

Bladen, Ellzabeth S. (of Philadelphia),
19811

Blame, Harriet S. (wife of James G.
Blaine), 178, 185, 190, 191;,
Blaine, James G. (U.S. Representative):
recommends appointments, J211, I 3811,
488; letter to, July 18, 1873, 177-78;
USG intends to visit, 177-78, 184-85,
190, 191n; letter to, Aug. 1, 1875,
184-85; letter to, Aug. 5, 1875, 185;
letter to, Aug. 7, I 875, 190; USG visits,
196, 21411

Blake, Freeman N. (U.S. consul), 1571138n, 13911

Blake, John B. (Washu1gton National

603
Monument Society): letter to, March
20, 187.S, 86; supports monument, 86,
8711-8811; as USG's banker, 8811-8911
Blake, William P. (Yale College), 528
Blanchet, Francis N. (archbishop), 418
Bland, Peter E. (U.S. Army), 420
Blitm, Odell~ (journalist), I S5n
Bliss, George(banker), 9.1811

Blodgett, Gardner S, (of Burlington,
Vt.), 156n
Blodgett, William T. (Vienna commissioner), 153n
Bloods, 571
Bloomfield, Ira J. (supervisor), 9n
.Bloomfield, William R. (of Racine,
Wis.), 560
Bloomington, Ind., 4111
Blow, Henry T. (of St. Louis): praises
USG, 65n; USG visits, 115n; breeds
horses, I J 8, 119; recommends appoi11tments, 11811, I 79.n, 354; favors St. Louis
bridge, 468
Blum, Herman, Philadelphia, Pa.: document owned by, 216
Blumenthal, Isidore (collector), 9511,
96n, 9811-l()On

Boaz, David (of Tarrant County, Tex.),
5S5-36

Bockman, Charles: boards USG's horses,
!OS, Hr5-66, 16611; letter to, July 12,
1873, 165-66

Boeck, Leopold J. (Vienna commissioner), 12871, 129n
Boggs, Louisa (cousin of Julia Dent
Grant), 29.',, 29511- 98n
Boise, James R. (of Chi<.-ago ), 18311
Bolivia, 45, 4511-4,411, 267, 28011
Bombay, India, 92n
Bonaparte, Napoleon, 401
Bond, Hugh L. (U.S. Circuit Judge),
28111, 282n

Bond, L. Montgomery (of Philadelphia):
letter to, March 12, 1872, 15411
Bonn, Germany, Sn, 16811, 16911
Bonneville, Benjamin L. E. (U.S. Army).
489

Boon Hill, N.C., S82
Booth, Mr., l4•7n
Booth, Newton (Gov. of Calif.), 20511,
449
Booth, Washington (collector), 509

504
Booth, William A. (merchant), 481
Boreing, Vincent (of Ky.), 480
Boreman, Arthur I. (U.S. Senator), .'31819, 406

Boreman, Jacob S. (Utah Territory
Supreme Court), 42n
Borges, Antonio Pedro de Carvalho
(Brazilian minister), 415
Borie, Adolph E. (of Phil-adelphia): letter
to, Feb. IS, 187S, SS- S4; invited to
visit USG, SS-S4; ill, SS-34, S4n; letter to, Feb. -22, l87S, S4n; letter to,
Feb. 25, t87S, 55-56; USG borrows
money from, 55-56; letter to, April IS,
187S, 105; receives horses from USG,
105, 106, 109 and 1z; letter to, April 15,
l87S, 109; letter to, April 16, 187S,
l 09n; recommends appoinonents, 1 S5n,
S2S, S24; involve.d in commemorations,
14"9, 150n, 158; letter to, June 28, 1873,
158; letter to, Julys, 187S, 161; letter
to, July 8, l87S, 164; visits USG, 164,
165, 180; letter to, Sept. 10, 1873, 211;
friendly with USG, 211 and n; l.e tter to,
Oct. 29, 1875, 21111; requests favors,
21 1,1, 584, 434; castigates Hugh McCulloch, 490
Borie, Elizabeth M. (wife of Adolph E.
Borie), ss, 105, 109 aud n, 164, 165,
180,211 and n
Boston, Mass.: patronage in, 1'1•1 n, M211;
USG visits, 185, 19111; during Civil
War, S·56; publisher in, S61; navy yard,
S87; mentioned, 11 sn, I son, 204n,
279n,28Sn,S73,404,407,415

Boston Charley (Modoc), 196, 197n,
206n

Boston Public Library, Roston, Mass.:
document in, 276n
Boudinot, Elias C. (Cherokee), 2611
Boulogne, France, 6011., 162n, 16811, 434,
438

Boutwell, George S. (U.S. Secretary of'
the Treasury): recommends vetoes, 811,
29n; letter to, March 8, l 87S, 1211; letter to, March 17, 187S, 82-83; resigns
from cabinet, 82-85, 82n, 8Sn; recommends appointments, 8211, 9611, 97n,
14171-4211; USG consults on panic,
21911-2011; assesses Virginius affair,
252n-5S11; administers dept., S 16, .S28,

SS4, 546, S53, 366, 368, 884; note t o,
Feb. 26, 1873, S5S; endorsement to.
Feb. 28, 1875, S56

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine:
documents in, 276n, s l 8, S l 9; awards
USG honorary degree, 4f5
Bowers, Theodore S. (staff officer of
USG), 478
Bowlby, J. Q. A. (deputy collector), S85
Boyd (of Tenn.), S46
Boyd, B. P. (of Brownsville, Tenn.), 429
Boyd, Ella (of Quincy, UL), S66
Bozarth, Nelson J. (USMA applicant),
426

Bozeman, Montana Territory, 2S8n
Brackett, George A. (Mayor of Minneapolis), 19Sn-94n
Bradford, England, 368
Bradley, Charles D. (U.S. District Attorney), S79
Bradley, J. H., Jr. (attorney), l Sn
Bradley, Mr. (customs officer), \94n
Bradley, N. (of Savannah), SSS
Bradley, William H. (of Chicago), S66
Brainerd, Enos P. (of Ravenna, Ohio),
8411

Bramhall, Frank J. (ofFalls Church, Va.),
289n

Branchport, NJ., 1111
Brandywine, Pa., 410
Brannigan, Felix (U.S. District Attorney). 435
Brashear City, La., I 2Sn
Braxton, John S. (of Va.), 3 17
Brazil, 280n, 323,375,412, 41.5
Breese, Sidney (ill. Sµpreme Court), 10n
Bremen, Germany, 899
Brenham, Tex,, 91 n
Brent, John Carroll (Washington Nat ional Monument Society), 87n
Brentano, Lorenz (U.S. consul), 80118 I 1.1

Brewer, Francis B. (Union Pacific Railroad), 366
Brewster, Benjamin H. (of Philadelphia),
25611

Brice, Benjamin W (U.S. Army), 12911
Brice, Henry E. (Signal Service), 454
Bridge, Beach & Co. (of St. Louis),
4Sl-S2

Bridge Creek, Miss., battle of, 380

Index
Bridges, Lyman (Vienna commissioner),
129n

Bridgland, John A. (U.S. consul), 4SS
Briga, George W. (ofN.Y.), 18.'311
Briggs, James A. (of Washington, D.C.),
691T-70n

Bright, John M. (U.S. Representative),
SIS

Brindisi, Italy, 555
Brinton, John H. (surgeon): letter to,
Jane 11, 1873, 142-43; USG's testimonial, 11-2-1'3 , 14Sn
Bristow, Benjamin H. (U.S. Solicitor
General), 255n-56n, 285 and n, 28711,
S08,S8S,480

Britton, Forbes (U.S. Army), 9 111
Britton, frank L , (of Tex.), 90n, 91n
Brock, William P. (Vienna commis·siouer), 1son
Bromberg, Frederick G. (U.S. Representative), 394
Brookings, Wilmot W. (Dakota Territory Supreme Court), S77, 378
Brooklyn, N.Y., 147n, 182n, .248n, s 18,
369,389,432,44'7,487,488

Brooks, David (Vienna commissioner),
!Sin

Brookville, Ind., I 71 n
Brown, Jacob T. (N.C. representative),
488

Brown, Jason B. (secretary, Wyoming
Territory), 17411, 17511, 17611, 378,45 1
Brown, Jesse J. (Vienna commissioner),
13011

Brown, John (of R.I. ), 148 and 11
Brown, John C. (Gov. of Tenn.), 341
Brown, John G. (of Montrose, N. Y.), s i4
Brown, Joseph E. (Gov. of Ga.), 57n
Brown, Leroy S. (U.S. marshal), ,~s6
Brown, Mr., 1111
Brown, Norman K. (of Van Wert, Ohio),
199n

Brown, SeveUon A. (State Dept. clerk),
186n

Brown, W. H. D. (hospital steward),
4 19-20

Brown, William W. (deputy coJiector of
Internal Revenue), 78n, 7911
Brown, Shipley & Co. (bankers), 2 I 711,
2 1811

Brown Brothers & Co. (bankers}, 217 n

505
Brownlow, William G. (U.S. Senator),
.~7n, S !S, .'120, S41, 429

Brownsville, Tenn., 10811, 322,442
Brownville, Neb., 198n
Bruce, John (of Selma., Ala.), 4511
Brunot, Felix R. (Indian commissioner),
2S7,2S8n, 2S9,240n,284n

Brunswick, Germany, 354, 355
Brussels, Belgium, Is 171, 36 1-62, 874
Bryan, Thomas B. (of Chicago), 10811
Bryant, Anthony M. (ofKenrucky Town,
Tex.), 89n
Bryant, John E. (of Savannah), 77n79n

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa.:
document in, 260-61
Bryson, Goldman (ofN.C.), S46
Buchanan, James (U.S. President), 2011
Buck, A. E., 15411
Buckingham, William A. (U,S. Senator),
S78,S88

Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa.,
18111

Buckner, James F. (collector of Internal
Revenue), 481
Buell, Don Carlos (U.S. Army), 29, S I 71,
S2n, 167n, SS0

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 412
Buffalo, N.Y., 410
Bull Run, Va., second battle of, sos, 809
Buncombe County, N.C., 346, 348
Burbank, John A. (Gov. of Dakota Territory), 402-S, 451
Burbridge, Stephen G. (U.S. Army), 396
Burdett., Samuel S. (U.S. Representative), SS!2, •\1<74-

Burkesville, Ky., 308
Burleigh, Walter A. (of Dakota Territory), 879, 461
Burley, Augustus H. (of Chicago), S85
Burlington, Vt., 156n, 358, 859
Burnes, Calvin F. (of Mo.), 16-1 8, 18n19n, 2011

Burnes, Kate Hughes (of St. Louis), 2011
Burnet, 18911
Burnside, Ambrose E. (ofR.1.): letter to,
Jan. 17, 1873, S l 8

Burr, 165
Burriel, Juan (Cuban official), 249n
Burwell (ofN.Y.), 288n
Burzynski, Casimir (of Russia), 44-9

Index
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Bush, Warren S. (Fla. legislator), 95n96n, 97n, 98n, 9911

Bnsbyhead, Dennis Wolf (Cherokee),
22,1

Busteed, Richard (U.S. District Judge),
417

Butler, Benjamin F. (U.S. Representative): r.ecommends appointments, 9911,
129n, 141 n; and USG's travel plans,
191 n; recommends chief justice nomination, 285n; promotes bankruptcy legislation, 8411; represents alleged murderer, 384; interested in Mexico, 392;
supports prize money, 416
Butler, George H. (U.S. consul-general),
181n

Butler, P. T. (embezzler), 483
Butler, Roderick R. (U.S. Representative), 841, 407, 442
Butterfield, Horatio Q. (Washburn College), 138n
Butterworth, Benjamin (of Cincinnati),
25611

Cameron, Simon (U.S. Senator): recommends appointments, 181 n, 15111, 865,
878, 453; letter to, Nov. 3, 1878, 211435; invites USG for dinner, 284-35;
active in politics, 23511, soon; invites
USG to commencement, 410, 411; as
secretary of war, 434
Campbell, Benjamin H. (U.S. marshal),
866

Campbell, James H. (minister to Sweden), 482
Campbell, John A. (Gov. of Wyoming
Territory): and women's suffrage, 6611;
recommends appointment, 91 n; and Indian policy, 111111-1411; reports death of
Mary E. Daniels, J46n-47n; involved
in politics, 171n, 171111, 175n; appointed
to Ute commission, 241 n; influences
post trader selection, 1149
Campbell, Robert (of St. Louis), SOS
Camp Pope, Alton, UL, 99n
Camp Supply, Indian Territory, 471
Canada, 137, 138n, 18911, 194m-95n,
279n,866, 480, 447- 48

C adwalader, George (of Philadelphia),
323

Cairo, UL, 1142, 870
Calcutta, India, 92n, 323
CaldwelJ, Alexander (U.S. Senator),
28171, 351

Caldwell, Tod R. (Gov. of N.C.), 1148,
475, 476

Caldwell, Of1io, 45~
Caldwell Parish, La., 124-n
Calhoun, James L. (of Ala.), 867
Calhoun, John C., 367
California: elections in, S9n, 380, 449;
politics in, 88n; Jesse Root Grant, Jr.,
visits, 106 and n, 137; during Modoc
uprisi11g, 200n, 20611; lndians in, 284n,
809-1 t, 35 7, 858, 371, 418; gold in,
887; appointments in, S68; patrona_ge
involving, 382
California, University of, Los Angeles,
Calif.: document in, 2 IO
Cal.ifornia Paci.fie Railroad, 18Sn
Cambridge, Mass., 141 n, 19011, 24411,
469

Cameron, James D. (U.S. Sec.retary of
War), 88n, 10611, S 15, 438

Canals, 162n, 266-67, 11211, 324, 391
Canandaigua, N.Y., 199n
Canby, Edward R. S. (U.S. Army), 11111,
19611, 199n-20611 passim, 288n, .'.196
Canfield, S. A. Martha (of Racine, Wis.),
334

Canfield, William C. (US. Navy), 384
Can.non, LeGrand B. (Vienna commjssioner ), l 5111.i
CaptainJack(Modoc), 196, 197n, 199n200n, 202n, 208n-4n, 206n, 1196

Caracas, Venezuela, 355, 1191
Carey; Lourane A. (postmaster), 84 and 11
Carlin, Delphy (of Mo.), 17, 2011
Carlin, Nathaniel (farm manager): letter
to, Oct. 27, 1873, 233-34; USG instructs, 235- 84, 2S.1, 257-59; letter to,
Nov. S, I 873, 235; letter to, Nov. 28,
1878,257-59

Carlisle, J. Mandeville (attorney), 4611
Carlsbad, Austria, 168n
Carlsruhe, Germany, 330
Carlton, R. C. (of Salt Lake City),, 38n
Carmichael, Richard B. (Md.judge), 308
Carondelet, Mo., 16, 17, ••9. 5011, 59n,
100, 144•

507

Index
Carpenter, Charles F. (Vienna commissioner), I son
Carpenter, Cyrus C. (Gov. of Iowa),
l.'l5n-S611

Carpenter, Matthew H. (U.S. Senator),
9911, 124n, 2SO-S I , 23 l fl, 254n, SSO,
476
Carr, Delaney R. (of Ky.), SOS
Carroll, Howard (N.Y. Vols.), 354-55

Carroll, Howard (of New York City},
354-55

Carroll County, Va., 334
Carsey, W. A. A. (of New York City),
220n

Cartagena, Spain, 250n
Carter, Mr., 596
Carter, Richard H. (C.S. Army), 478-79
Cartter, David K. (D.C. Supreme Court),
156n

Cary, William (U.S. District Attorney),
42n

Casey, Charles (of Carlow, Ireland),
4Sl-S2

Casey, James F. (brother-in-law of USG):
in La. political dispute, 4n-5n; letter to, Sept. 21, 187S, 216; during
1873 panic, 2 16; upon Frederick
Dent's death, 293; accounts settled,
SS4; telegram to, Feb, 12, 1873, 339;
invites USG to Mardi Gras, SS9; introduces La. politician, 407
Casey, Peter (postmaster), 339
Casey, Samuel L. (of Caseyville, Ky.),
359-40

Caseyville, Ky., 539
Cassel, Douglas R. (U.S. Navy), 463, 461<
Cassel, Germany. 493
Castelar, Emilio (Spanish statesman),
132n, 250n
Castillo, Carlos (Cuban agent), 24511
Catawbas, 327-28Catholics, 418,427
Catlett Station, Va., 24811
Caton, Irwin L. (minister), 548
Cattaraugus County, N.Y., 575
Cattle, 59, 1 I 4n, 144, 2SS, 454,455, 457,
469,492

Cedar Keys, Fla., 95n, 96n, 9711-99n,
IOOn

Cemeteries, 293

Census,274n,4Sl,442
Centennial Celebration, 8711, 149 and n,
15011, 168-60, 16011, 18•"11

Central Pacific Railroad, 20n
Centre Cross, Va., 281n
Centreville, Va., S09
Chaffee, Jerome 8. (U.S. Delegate), 112 n,
240n, 24211, 24Sn, SS8

Chamberlain, Daniel H. (Gov, of S.C.).
496

Chamberlain, Joshua L. (Bowdoin College), 415
Chamberlin, Everett (Chicago Jnter-

Ocean), 247n
Chamberlin, McKendree H. (of Beard-·
stown, Ill.), 506-6
Chambliss, T. E. (of Petersburg, Va.), 470
Chandler, Peleg W (Boston attorney),
141n

Chandler, William E. (Republican official), 99n, 169n
Chandler, Zachariah (U.S. Senator),
l20n, 29811, 474, 480

Chapin, Aaron L. (Beloit College), 8 IS
Chaplains, ,1,7, 4711-4911
Chapman, Frank M. (of Piermont, Nev.),
597

Chapman, Wilie (collector), 827, 465
Chapultepec, Mexico, battle of, 489
Charleston, S.C., 5 7 n, 108n, S~0. 495
Charleston, West Va., S19
Charlottesville, Va., 290n, 577
Chase, James P. (of New Mexico Territory), 442
Chase, Salmon P. (U.S. Chief Justice),
115, 1 l6n, 25S, 255,i, 2561.1
Chatham County, Ga., 77n
Chattanooga, Term., 422
Cheek, Isaac (of Lebanon, Tenn.), 47778

Cheltenham Academy (Pa.), 210,211,
2S6,260,26Jn,299,SOOn

Chelten Hills·, Pa., 2.~611
Cherokee County, N.C., S46, 547
Cherokees, 21, 21n-28n, 827,447,466,
486

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, 10611
Chester County, Pa., 410
Chew, Robert S. (State Dept. clerk),
18611
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Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, 110,
I 13n, 146n, 147n, 170, 173n, 174n,
17Sn, 2~1 n
Cheyennes, 24n, 25n, 1 1Sn, 284n, ••70

Chicago, lll.: colJector of Internal Revenue, 8n-10n; fire, !On, son, 299, 405;
during Civil War, 9971; Frederick bent
Grant in, I 03, 105; mayor, 104 and n;
Gr-ant family visits, 106 and n, 10711,
110, I 12n, 114n, I 16n, 386; Tremont
House, 107n; artisan in, 129n; university, 183-n; travelers from, 183n, 184n;
Charles W Ford dies at, 232n; during
Virgi11ius affair, 24711; as trade center,
25 In; law school, 506; businessmen,
3'6 3, 365; asst. treasurer, 384-85; mentioned, 48n, 108n, 12611, 145, 147n,
237n, 241 n, 252n, 372, 381, 4-03, 439

Chicago Evening Journal (newspaper),
385

Chica,go ijjstorical Society, Chicago, Ill.:
documents in, 54n, 106n, 13211, 145n,
163-64, 256n, 385, 465

Chicago Inter-Ocean (newspaper), 24711
Cliicago Tribune {newspaper), 811
Chickamauga, Ga., battle of, 330, 381
Chickasaws, 447, 486
Chihuahua, Mexico, 337
Child, Lydia Maria, 66n
Childs, Emma _(wife of George W
Childs), 110,490
Childs, George W (friend of USG):
praises USG, 6411j letter to, April 16,
187/3, 110; invites USG to visit, 110;
recommends appointment, 323; reports
financial news, 490; mentioned, 227
Childs, J. W (ofBaker County, Fla.), 99n
Chile, 39n, 138n, 35 I
China, 71n, 319, 382-83, 460,463,493
Chipman, Norton P. (D.C. secretary),
153n

Chippewa~, 371, 426-27
Choctaws, 447, 486
Choteau, Indian Territory, 447
Chrismer, Wayde, Bel Air, Md.: document owned by, 16211
Christy, William H. (of Jacksonville,
Fla.), 99n
Church, George E. (Bolivian agent),
28011

Index
Church, William C. (of New York City),
109n

Churchman, Francis M. (of rndianapolis), 322
Churchman, Samuel (of Philadelphia),
'l75n

Cincinnati, Ohio: Germans in, IS,3n.; convention in, JS4n; USG in, 161n, 162n,
4S3; art collected for, 184n; as a port,
251 n; asst. treasurer, 398-99; dentist,
41 S; mentioned, 64n, 7011, 256n, 259n,
260n, 281n, 28Sn, S17, 387, 429,444

City Point, Va., 371,387, 444
Civil Service: commission, 44111 reform
needed, 6S, 70n, 27S, 381, 433; and
State Dept., 79-80, 80n; commissjoner
resigns, 93 and n, 104 and n; in N.Y.,
93n-95n; in Fla., 95n-99n; USG upholds reform, 104 and n; examination$,
14011, S21, 414; regulations, 115n, 314,
367, S85; reforms implemented, 186,
!86n-87n, 488-89; multiple office
holding, SIS-18; mentioned, S50
.
Claflin, Horace 8. (of New York City):
letter to, Sept. 27, 1873, 218-19; in
1873 panic, 218-19, 222; identified,
221 n; opposes bankruptcy law, 282n
Claflin, William (of Mass.), t son, 283n
Clamore {Osage), 446-47
Clancy, E. M . (of Fla.), 99,1
Clapp, Dexter E. (U.S. consul), 412
Clark, Amos, Jr. (U.S. Representative),
210 and 11
Clark, Horace F. (railroad president),
19411, 362

Clark, William T. (postmaster), 90n, 9111
Clark County, Washington Territory,
414

Clarke, Sidney (U.S. Representative),
lSBn, 351

Clayton, Charles (U.S. Representative),
S68

Clemens, Samuel L., 43 I
Clements, John T. (pension agent),
29611-98n

Clements, Samuel (educator): letter to,
Nov. 30, 187S, 260-61; identified, 26111
Clermont County, Ohio, S42
Cleveland, Ohio, I 36n, I 5611, L75n, 362,
365,481

Ind.ex
Clews, J-lenry (banker), :ll7 and n, 218n
Clifton, N. Y., 176n
Clinton, De Witt (U.S. Army), 441
Clymer, Hiester (U.S. Representative),
4S8

Coal, S9n, IS+n, 195n, 219n- 80n
Coates, Benjamin (of Philadelphia), 20 l n
Coburn, John ( U.S. Representative),
167n, S22, S25

Cochrane, Joseph P. (lJ.S. Mint), 4•10
Cockburn, Alexander J. (arbitrator),
167n
Cocraft, Mr. (foreman), 17611, l 7711
Coeur d' Alenes, 47 I
Coffee, 250n, 25111, S75, 455,456
Coffin, Levi (of Cincinnati), 444
Coffin, Mr., I 84n
Cokerville, Ala., 4SO
Colbert County, Ala., 44n, 45,i
Cold Harbor, Va., battle of, 169n
Coldwell, Thomas H. (of Shelbyville,
Tenn.), s20
Cole, Cornelius {of Calif.), S57, 399400

Cole, Willoughby (son of Cornelius
Cofe), S99
Coleman, Deborah (wife of G. Dawson
Coleman), soo and n
Coleman, G. Dawson (of Lebanon, Pa.):
as Vienna commissioner, I s In; travels
overseas, 184-71; meets USG, 23+, 2S5n;
letter to, Dec. s I . I 873, 300; friendly
with USG, soo and n
Colfax, Ellen Wade (wife of Schuyler
Colfax), 68n, 69n
Colfax, Schuyler (U.S. Vice President):
counts votes, 67n; letter to, March 4',
l 873, 68; USG supports, 68, 68n-69n
Colfax, La., 12411- 26 n
Colhapp, J. L. (of Brovmville, Neb.),
198n-9911
Collamer, Jacob (U.S. Senator), 359
Collier, Peter (Vienna commissioner),
12911
Collins, Gilbert H., 564-65
Collis, Charles H. T. (of Philadelphia),
l8S11

Cologne, Germany, 41 n
Colombia, 44n, 32S
Colorado River, 372
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Colorado Springs, Colorado Territory,
24111

Colorado Territory, 106,

J JO, 240n44n, 274n, .'J75, S79, 39.'J, 466-67

Colt, James B. (of Hartford), 64n
Columbia, ta., 12411
Columbia, Mo., S24
Columbia County, Fla., 98n, 376
Columbia County, Ga., 358
Columbia River, S86
Columbia University, New York, N.Y.:
docume.nts in, 7S, 1s2n, 374; president,
I son, 328; Ulysses S. Grant, Jr., favors,
299
Columbus, Ohio, 84n, 1.06, 265,i, 408
Comanches, 2411, 25n, 492
Comfort, Charles (ofCanandaigua, N.Y. ),
199n

Commer,ce: promoted, 62, 65n, 262, 263,
266, 267, 280n, 473; in Hawaii, 7ln,
7211, 7311; board of trade, 114n; assessed in U.S., 21411-1611; 187.'J panic
unsettles, 219, 22011; currency promotes, 22S; with Cuba, 250n-5 I ri;
merchant marine, 371, 414; and slavery, S74-76; overseas, 388; Mexican,
391., 392; with Haiti, 428; with Canada,
4SO; with Scandinavian countries, 444,
482; with Japan, 462; brings revenue,
480~81; with Germany, 493-94<
Commons, D. B. (of Philadelphia), S66
Comstock Lode, 473
Conant, Sherman (U.S. marshal), 99n
Concord, N.H., 507
Concordville, Pa., 204n
Conecuh County, Ala., 4S7
Congregationalists, 419, 427
Conkling, Julia C. (wife of Roscoe Conkling), 148 and 11
Conkling, Roscoe (U.S. Senator): letter
to, June 19, 1873, 148; invites USG to
visit, 148 and n; involved in patronage,
I 7Jn, l82n; letter to, Nov. 8, 1873, 253;
offered chief justiceship, 25S, 25Sn54n, 254n-55n, 25611; reports politicaJ
news, 28611; mentioned, 574, ·4 27
Connecticut, 108n, 175n, 426
Conover, Simon B. (U.S. Senator), 9611,
97n-98n, 580,581,409,438

Conscription, l9 I 11, I 9211, 19311
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Constantinople, Turkey, 93n
Converse, Amasa R. (of Wyoming Territory), 14711
Conwell, Francis A, (minister), 4'1, 47124911
Cook, Isaac (Vienna commissioner),
130n-31n
Cook, Joseph (missionary), 455
Cook, Theodore (of New York City),
13311
Cooke, Henry D. (Gov. of D.C.): letter
to, Sept. 12, 1873, 212; resigns, 212,
21211-1311; praised, 272; recommends
appointment, 3S I
Cooke, Jay (financier), 6011, 192n, 211 ,
217, 218n, 428,454
Cooper, James M. (of Pittsburgh), 362,
363
Cooper, Peter (philanthropist), 386
Cooper Institute, New York, N.Y., 20311
Copley Library, James S., La Jolla, Calif.:
document in, 371
Corbett, Henry W. (U.S. Senator), 86,
88n,S2'1,418
Corbett, William W. (postmaster), 17411
Corbin, Abel R. (brother-in-law of
USG): invtted to visit, 2'10; letter to,
Dec. 16, I 873, 292-93; receives family
news, 292-93, 29Sn, 299; letter to,
Dec. 28, 1873,.299
Corbin, Virginia Grant (sister of USG),
210,299
Corcoran, William W. (banker), 8711
Corey, George W. (of Wyoming Territory), l 7171
Corinth, Miss., SSO
Cornell, Alonzo B. (surveyor), 94,i
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., 261, ,~66
Cornoyer, Narcisse A. {Indian agent),
418
Corrine, Utah Territory, 6911
Corwine, Richard M. (of Cincinnati),
13311
Corwith, Henry (Chicago banker), 366
Corwith, Nathan (of Chicago), 366
Cory, William 0. (U.S. Army), 448
Costa Rica, 380
Cotrell, Oliver (of Grand Island, Neb.),
597-98
Cottman, Thomas D. (of New York
City), 5411

l11de:r;
Cotton, 7211, 2 14n, 332, 473, 492
Council Bluffs, lowa, 15811
Council Grove, Kan., 4.49
Courts-Martial, 162n, 196, 19611-9712,
199n, 20011-201 n, 202n, 312,395,437,
483
Couzins, John E. 0. (of St. Louis),
353-54
Couzins, Phoebe W. (of St. Louis),
353-54
Covington, Ky., 149n, 161 and n, 18Sn,
395
Cowdrey, Nathaniel A. (Continental National Bank): letter to, Oct 6, 1873,
222-24; in 1873 panic, 222-24,, 224n,
460
Cowen, Benjamin R. (Asst. Secretary
of the Interior): recommended for
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 49;
involved in appointments, 171n, 173rl;
administers India11 policy, 19611., 240,i,
309-JO, 5.57, 439,447; mentioned, 42n,
13371
Cox, David C. (Civil Service Commission), 18611-8711
Cox, Edward S. (of Salem, Mass.), 206n
Cox, Enoch (West Va. Vols.), 334-35
Cox, Jacob D. (U.S. Secretary of the Interior), 2311, l t 811, 330
Coyle, Randolph (commissioner), ISn
Coyne, Marshall 8., Washington, D.C.:
document owned by, 292-93
Cragin, Aaron H. (U.S. Senator), 4071,
494.
Cramer, Mary Grant (sister of USG):
expected to visit USG, 33; letter to,
May 3 1, 1873, IS6-S7;concernedabout
father's illness, 136-37, 13711, 161; letter to, Jan. so, 18731 137n; letter to,
Sept. 9, 1873, 210; USG plans to visit,
2 1O; mentioned, 395
Cramer, Michael John (brother-in-law
of USG), 395
Crandall, William H. (of Los Pinos
Agency, Colorado Territory), 24411
Crane, John C. (of Cincinnati), 6411
Crawford, Alice A. (of Columbia, La.),
124n
Crawford, Mr., 395
Crawford, Thomas S. (La. judge), 12411
Crawfordsville, Ind., 44- 1

Tndex
Crazy Walker (Sioux), 458
Credit Mobilier, 68, 68n-70n, l 7Sn,
195n, 409,482

Cree, Thomas K. (secretary, Board of
[ndia11 Commissioners), 239n
Creeks, 21,447.486
Crestline, Ohio, I 23 n
Creswell, Hannah J. (\vife of John A. J.
Creswell), 165 and 11
Creswell, John A. J. (U.S. Postmaster
General): renominated, 82; involved
in appointments, 90n, 327; letter to,
July 12, 1873, 165; visits Long Branch,
165 and n; in rirginius affair, 246n,
~4811

Crippen, Paul (of Beaufort, S.C.), 417
Crittenden, Thomas T. (U.S. Representative), 404
Crofton, Josephine S. (of Philadelphia),
S411-S5n

Crofton, Robert E. A. (U.S. Army},

S4n-.'!5n
Crooke, Philip S. (U.S. Representative),

5JJ
Culpeper, Va., 29011, 445, 488
Cumberland County, NJ., 1S5n
Cunningham, John M. (U.S. Army), 256,
2S7n

Cunningham, Samuel H. (murder victim), 384
Curry, Joseph T. (of Mass.), 558
Curtin, Richard (farm worker); memorandum to, April 9, 1873, 103; escorts
USG's horses, 108, 106; assigned to
White House, 104n
Curtis, George W. (Civil Service Commission): letter to, March 26, 1873, 93;
resigns, 93 and n; promotes reform,
9311-9471, 95n, 91n

Curtis, Henry B. (USMA visitor}, 318
Curtis, Susan (of Tiffin, Ohio), 482
Curtis, Uriah M. (of Denver), 244n
Curtiss, George G. (hospital steward),
420

Cushing, Caleb (diplomat), 46.fl, 25411,
285n, 29511

Custer, George A. (U.S. Army), Sl\-9

432

Crosby, Henry T. (War Dept. clerk), 396
Crounse, Lorenzo (U.S, Representative},
S64

Crounse, Lorenzo L. (New Tork Times):
reports Indian policy, 11 In; letter to,
Aug. 10, 1873, 195; resigns as correspondent, 195 and n; conveys lecture
invitation, 469
Crowley, James (commercial agent}, 1211
Crows, 237, 23711-3911, !17 1
Croxton, John T. (minister to Bolivia),
4Sn

Crozier, Robert (U.S. Senator), 304, 306
Cruft, Charles (U.S. Army), SO
Cruikshank, William J. (of La.), 125n
Crutchfield, William (U.S. Representative), 422
Cuba: expatriation cases involving, J 8911;
U.S. policy toward, 208, 20911-1011,
29511; during Jl'irginius affair, 244n5 111, 25211-5311, 27471, 279n. 460, 489;

slavery in, 374-75; Spain controls,
393-9•~, 436

Cuddy, Thomas (ofSt. Louis), 356
Cullom, Shelby M. (U.S. Representative),
+on, 411
Cullum, George W. ( U.S. Army), 391

D ahlgrel 106
Dakota Territory, 3411, 19211, 19Sn, 349,
577-78, 579-80, 591, 402-3, 432,451,
452, 454-58
Danbury, Conn., 14611, 14711

Danforth,John (ofNew London, Conn.),
365

Daniel, John T. (Md. Vols.), 423
Daniel, John W (of Va.), 445
Daniel, Mary Ann (of England), 425
Daniel, William (of Ala.), 430
Daniels, C. F., 146n
Daniels, Jared W. (Indian agent), 113n,
I 1411

Daniels, Mary E. (widow ofJohn A. Rawlins}, 14,~, 145, 146n-47n, MSn
Danville, Ark., 352
Danville, Pa., 131n
Danville, Va., 28311
Darrall, Chester B. (U.S. Representative), 453..,34
Davis, Charles (Vienna commissioner),
129n, ISln

Davis, Charles H. (U.S. Navy), 475
Davis, D. M. (of New York City), 8Sn
Davis, Edmund J. (Gov. of Tex.): letter
to, March 21, 1873, 89; extends invita-
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Davis, Edmund J. (cont.)
tion to USG, 89 and n; in Tex. politics,
9011, 91 n; in lndiao affairs, 11111, 4S9,
440

Davis, Edward M. (of Philadelphia),
J98n

Davis, J. C. Bancroft (Asst. Secretary of
State): adminjsters dept., '116n, I 15,
I 16n, 15Sn, 29411; telegram to, May 8,
187S, 11.5; at Geneva tribunal, 16711
Davis, Jefferson (C.S.A. President), 77 n,
288n, $77

Davis, Jefferson C. (U.S. Army), 199n,

conveys chiefjustice recommendations,
25611, 285n; endorsement to, Feb, 11,
1875, SS8; appoints railroad commissioners, S62; endorsement to, April 9,
187.'J, S9S; endorsement to, May 12,
l87S, 40S; letter to, March 2, 187 1,
418; letter to, July 25, 187S, 4S7; undated endorsement to, 469; resigns,
474; letter to, Nov. 17, 187.'J, 480; note
to, Nov. 22, 1873, 482; endorsement to,
Dec. 2S, 1875, 4'9S; mentioned, 196111
405,427

20071

Davis, John (Alabama claims commission

clerk), 27611
Davis, William E. (Asst. Treasurer), .'199
Dawes, Henry L. (U.S. Representative),
1211, 6711-6811, 14111, 299, soon

Dawson, T. Madison (of Monticello,

N.Y.), 18ln-82n
Day, David (of St. Paul), 454
Day, James Geddes, S88
Day, Samuel T. (Act. Gov. of Fla.), 98n
Deal, David (minister), S57
DeBeck, J. P. J. (of Cincinnati), s I 7
Decatur, Ala., 45n
de Cosson, Emilius Albert (of Sorrento,
Italy), 489
Degener, Edward (of San Antonio), S65
DeHass, Frank S. (U.S. consul), 179,
!80n-8\n

DeKlyne (U.S. deputy marshal), 12611
Delahay, Mark W (U.S. DistrictJudge),
SOS, S0•t .-5

Delano, Columbus (U.S. Secretary of the
Interior): as commissioner of Internal
Revenue, Sn; in Cherokee land allocation, 21, 2111-28n; endorsement to,
May 27, 1871, 2411; supports USG's
planned trip to South, 57n_; involved in
appointments, 75n, 117, IS9n, 140n,
\70and n, 17111, 172n, 17511, 175n,402,
40S, 418, 1,19, 4S7, 454,480; renominated, 82; administers Indian policy,
90n, 11011-1 In, I 12n-14n, 201n, 20511,
206n, 240n, 241 n, 357-58, S71, 4S9,
446; endorsement to, May 11, 187S,
117; memorandum to, May 19, 187S,

I 19; administers dept.,

247n, SS8, S9S, 403, 4S2-SS, 469, 4'82,
495; undated endorsement to, 140n;

119, 120n,

Delavan, Wis., 402
Delaware, IS9, 14011, SS5, 425
Delaware and Raritan Canal Co., 448
Delawares, 22n, 2611
Delfosse, Maurice (Belgian mjnister),
16211, 409

Deloach, Josiah (postmaster), 344
De Long, Charles E. (minister to Japan),
460

Demjng, Henry C. (collector of Internal
Revenue), SSO
Democratic Party: in La., Sn-6n, 55115511, S80, 475; in Ga., 7711, 78111 7911,
SS2; in Tex., 9011, SS8; in Fla., 9811; sup-·
ports USG, 114n, S6S, 567; in New
Mexico Territory, 12011; dur ing 1872
campaign, 168n; in Ind., 17411; in S.C.,
316; in Pa., 578; denounced, 385; in
Ala., 4SO; in Miss., 4S6, 469-70; in Va.,
441>; mentioned, 42n, 8Sn, 11711, S97
Dempsey, James (of Idaho Territory):
letter to, Oct. JS, 187S, ,j.65
Denison, Andrew W. (postmaster), 4'71
Denison, Henry W (U.S. marshal), 460
Denmark, 447
Dtmnis, Leonard G. (Fla. senator), 99n
Dennison, William (of Ohio), 408
Dent, Baine C. (nephew of USG), 29411
Dent, Ellen Wrenshall (mother-in-law
of USG), 29S
Dent, Frederick (father-in-law of USG):
real estate of, 16, I 7, 18n, 19n; friend
seeks appointment, 17211; in poor
health, 184, 185, 206-7; dies, 285n,
289n, 292-95, 29311-9411, 462

Dent, Frederick T. (secretary to USG):

Indexinvolved in appointments, 4811, 11811,
SIS, S68, 478-79, 494; during JTirgi71ius affair, 248n; father dies, 29S and
n; undated telegram to, 293n; r eceives
portrait of John A. Rawlins, 444
Dent, George W (brother--in-law of
USG), 19n, 267, S68, S99
Dent, Helen (sister-in-law of USG),
29371

Dent, John C. (brother-in-law of USG),
16, 294n, S49

Dent, Lewis (brother-in-law of USG),
46n-47n, 321

Denver, Colorado Territory, 1 IO, 111 n,
112n, 241n, 24311, 24411, SS8, SS9,
466~(17

de Quesada, Manuel (Cuban agent), 245n
Deserters, 471
Des Moines, Iowa, 25411, s21
Detectives, S97, +Vi, 450,458
Detroit, Mich., 120n, sos, 369, 486
Deveaux, John H. (of Savannah), 248n
Devens, Charles (Mass. judge), 141 and
11,

142

De Wolfe, Stephen (of Salt Lake City),
42n

Deyber, E. (Treasury Dept. copyist), 4 l 4
Dick, Robert P. (U.S. District Judge),
S47, 484-85

Dickey, John M. (Lincoln University),
410, 411

Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa.: document in, 410
Dillard, Mrs. George W. (of Centre
Cross, Va.), 28 I n-82n
Dillin, Joseph R. (of Tenn.), 342
Dinsmore, William B. (Adams Express
Co.), 10-11, 12n
Dix, John A. (Gov. of N.Y.), 386, 427,
4S4,44S,447

Dobson, Henry, Jr, (of Port-of-Spain,
Trinidad'), 493
Dockray, William P. (collector), 380-81
Dodge, William E. (of New York City),
18211, 360-61, 410

Dodson, Bluford H. (of Tex.), 89n-90n
Donaldson, Charles M. (sheriff), 340
Donner, J.C. (USMA applicant), 401
Doron, Charles R. (imposter), 396
Doubleday, Abner (U.S. Army), 389, 465
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Douglas (Ute), 241 n
Douglas, Robert M. (secretary to USG),
67n, 485

Douglas, Stephen A. {U.S. Senator), 386
Douglas, William W. (U.S. consul), 367
Douglass, Frederick (black leader),
l l ln-l2n, 214n-15n, 314

Douglass, John W (Commissioner of ln-·
ternal Revenue), 911, 29 and 11, 2ss11,
4SS,487

Douglass, Lewis H. (New National Era),
I I 'ltl

Douthit, Hal, Sandusky, Ohio: document
owned by:, 136- 37
Downey, William (deputy surveyor
gen.), 174n
Downing, George T. (of Washington,
D.C.), 29171-9211
Dresden, Germany, son, 81 n, 4SS, 1,1, 1
Drew, James B. C. (U.S. District Attorney), 99n, 408-9
Drexel, Anthony J. (of Philadelphia):
praises Ulysses S. Grant, Jr., 6411; in
I 87S panic, 218n, 226; letter to, Oct.
10, 187S, 226-27; purchases champagne for USG, 226, 22711; recommends appointments, S2S, 364; conveys
financial news, 490
Drexel, Ellen (wife of Anthony J.
Drexel), 227 and n, 490
Drexel, Morgan & Co., 227n
Dr iggs, John S. (deputy collector), 981
Drjggs, Spencer B., S28
Druen, W. H. (of Philadelphia), 396
Drum, Simon H. (U.S. Army), S26
D rummond, Willis (Commissioner of
General Land Office), l 7Sn, 174n,
241 n, ·t.SS

Drummond & Woolley (lumberyard),
1111

Dry Tortugas, Fla., 15 n
Dublin, Ireland, 432
Dubois, Jesse K. (of Springfield, Ill.), 74n
Dubuque, Iowa, 134n, IS8n, 488
Duell, R. Holland (U.S. Representative),
S6J

Dugdale, Joseph A. (of Mount Pleasant,
Iowa), 27711-7811
Duke University, Durham, N.C.: documents in, 29011, 484~85

514
Duluth, Minn., 195n
Duncan, Charles C. (of New York City),
517- 18
Duncan, Joseph W. (U.S. Army), S95
Duncan, Thomas (U.S. Army), 395
Dunkirk, N.Y., 129n
Dunn, William M.,Jr. (U.S. Army), 169n
Dunn, William M., Sr. (U.S. Army),
197n,405
Dunning, George F. (prisoner), 369-70
Duperiere, Alfred (of New Iberia, La.),
453-34
DuPont, Samuel F. (U.S. Navy), 34n
DuPont, Sophie (wife of Samuel R
DuPont), 54n- 35n
Durant, Thomas J. (of New Orleans),
416
Durell, Edward H. (La. judge), 5Sn, 54n
Dwamish, 471
Dyer, Alexander B. (U.S. Army), 12911
Dyer, Charles E. (U.S. District Judge),
477

Dyer, Leander E. (appraiser), 343
E agan, Dennis (Fla. senator), 96n-97n,
99n

Early, William T. (USMA visitor), SIS,
376
Eastland, William W (of Walnut HilJ,
Ill.), 455
East Liberty, Ohio, 542
Eastmond, Oscar (Freedmen's Bureau),
.'M-6

Easton, Alton R. (pension agent), J 11 n,
S!96n, 298n, 353, 363, 494
Easton, Langdon C. (lJ.S. Army), 382,
494
Eaton, 155n
Eaton, Amos B. (U.S. Anny), 458
Eaton, Dorman B. (Civil Service Commission), 93n, 9fin, 186n
Eaton, John H. (of Tenn.), 454
Eaton, Lucien B. (of Memphis), 544
Eaton, Margaret, 434-55
Ebert, William C. (pension agent), 295n96n, 297n-98n
Eckert, Isaac (Vienna commissioner),
!Sin

Eckfefdt, John M. (U.S. Mint), 410
Ecuado½44n,9Jµ,S22-~4,402,495

Index
Edes, George A. (collector), 327
Edgewater, N.Y., 17611
Edmunds, George F. (U.S. Senator),
360
Edmunds, James M. (postmaster), •~33
Edson, Sarah P., 306
Education: for blacks, 61, 552, 358,
390, 410; praised, 62, 65n; Jaw school,
69n, 112n: in Samoa, 10 ln-2n; model
schoolhouse, 129n; for deaf and dumb,
132n; medical school, 142; in languages,
169n; in Pa., l 81 n; in Prussia, 1907t;
of Russian Mennonites, 192~ 195n; of
Jesse Root Grant, Jr., 236; of Indians,
237, 25811, 239 and n, 447, 457; of
women, 251 n-52n, 506-7; teachers,
296n, 29711, 298n, 426; reform in, SOS;
boards of, 316, 317; military schools,
543, 441, 464-65; abroad, 361, S73; at
ironworks school, 370; at Vienna Exposition, 372; in La., 407; American
Missionary Association, 4.12;·in Japan,
461; in Va., 478
Egolf, Joseph (Grand Army of t he Republic): letter to, July 18, 1875, 178;
identified, 17911
Elbert, Samuel H. (Gov. of Colorado
Territory), 466-67
Elizabeth, N.J., 16111-6211
Elliott, Ezekiel B. (Civil Service Commission), 18611-8711
Elliott, Luther (of Boston), 407
Elmira, N. Y., 103
Elrod, Dorothy, Marissa, ill.: document
owned by, 121
Elrod, Wil.liam (farm manager): burned
out, 49; letter to, Feb. 27, 1873, .~8-69;
manages USG's farm, 58-59, 118-HI,
121 and 11, 143-44; letter to, May II,
1873, 118-19; letter to, May 21, t 878,
121; relieved, 233- 34, 23471, 257- 58
Emma Mine, 179
Emmons, Halmer H. (U.S. Circuit
Judge), 483
Emory, William H. (U.S. Army), 3 and 11,
4n-6n, 54n-5511, 123n, 12411
Enbody, Robert K. ( claimant), !!4'950
Englewood, NJ., 155n
Episcopalians, 26 I n, 427

Index
Erie Railroad, 12911
Erwin, John A. (Mayor of Huntsville,
Ala.), 76n
Essex lnstitute Library, Salem, Mass.:
document in, 276n-77n
Ethiopia, 489-90
Eufaula, ludian Territ9ry, 485
Eugene, Ore., 418
Evans, Andrew J. (U.S. District Attorney), SS6
Evans, Eliza F. (postmaster ), 84n, 8!,n
Evans, Mr. (of Ga.), 358
Evergreen, Ala., 430
Ewing, Charles (anoruey), 427
Ewing, Hugh (minister to the Netherlands), 351
Expatriation, 188-89, 189n-9011, 274n
Extradition, 447-48, 450, 458, 488
Fabens, Joseph W (Dominican agent),
276n-77n

Fairfax, John W (of Va.), 382
Fairmount, Ga., 327
Fair Play, Colorado Territory, 140n
Faithfull, Emily (journalist), 303
Falls Church, Va., 28911
Faribault, Minn., 427, 428
Farley, M. Field (ofBoston), 283n
Farmerville, La., 4,n
Farm.,ille, Va., 37 1
Farnam, Henry (of New Haven), 109n
Farquhar, Francis V. (U.S. Army), SOS
Farragut, David G. (U.S. Navy), 415-16,
466

Farragut, Virginia (widow of David G.
Farragut), 4 15-16
.
Farrar, Benjamin (of St. Louis), 170n7 In

Farwell, Charles 8. (U.S. Representative), 911, 483, 491
Faulk, Andrew J. (of Yankton, Dakota
Territory), 379
Fauntleroy, William H. (of San Francisco), 386
Fauquier County, Va., 248n, 478
Fay, Edward A. (National Deaf-Mute
College), 13211
Fayette County, West Va., 335
Fayetteville, Tenn., 318
Fehrenbach, Rupert (of St. Louis), 468
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Fell, J. Gillingham (of Philadelphia),
130n, 328

Fenton, Reuben E. (U.S. Senator), 299,

soon, 412

Fernandina, F la., 317
Ferris, Frederick W (physician), 377
Ferry, Thomas W (U.S. Senator), 12011
Fessenden, William P. (U.S. Senator),
IS8n

Field, Ale..xander P. (La. attorney general), 407
Field, Benjamin H. (of New York City),
448

Field, Cyrus W (financier), 401
Field, Moses W (U.S. Representative),
486

Fifield, Benjamin F. (U.S. District Attorney), 359
Filley, Anna (wife of Chauncey I. Filley):
letter to, March 27, 1873, JOO; during
war, IO0n
Filley, Chauncey T. (postmaster), I 00
and 11
Finance: hard money, 62; Wall Street,
8Sn; bmids, 18411, 208, 20811-911, 368;
1873 panic, 2 13, 213n-14n, 215 and 11,
216 and ,z., 218-19, 21911,-2011, 4909{; currency reform, 222- 23, 22411,
226-27, 229-30, 23011, 261-66, 27411,
27811-7911, soon, 377, 460, 480-81;
specie resumption, 25011, 251 n, 374,
403, •1<72; mints, 267; bankruptcy, 27071, 28 I 11-BS11, 343; national debt, 437,
47S

Fish, Edith (daughter of Hamilton Fish),
180

Fish, Hamilton (U.S. Secretary of State);
discusses USG's debts, l 21i; defends executive privilege, 1311-l·M; adminjsters
dept., 4111, 80 and 11, 8211, 8811, 120n,
142n, 193, 19411, 195n, !.'-8111, 315-16,
335,352,388; 40J., 402,408,415, 428,
480,432,435, 4,l-4, 459,460,461,462,
463, 464, 468, 482; involved in appointments, 44n, 73 and 11, 7411, 85 and
14 86n, 108n, 112n, 137, 137n-38n, 139,
J,79, 180n, 183n, 184n, 27611, 280n,
294, 29411-9511, 307, S 16-, S 19, 322,
33 I, S/51, 351~-55, 360, 'S7S, 374, 380,
391,401,411, 419, 4S3-S4, 438, 443-
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Fish, Hamilton ( cont.)
4'4, 450,467, 486; diplomacy with Haiti,
46n-47n; evaluates USG's visit to
South, 5711; USG invites to church, 59;
considers Hawaii, 75n; donates money
to Thomas Nast, 81 n; renominated,
82; instructs agent to Samoa, lOln;
informed of Salmon P. Chase's death,
116n; and Vienna Exposition, 127 and
1t, 129n-30n, IS I n-s211, 1S5n, 13671,

14911-5011, 150-51, 15 ln-57n; arranges centennial, 149 and n, 150n,
158, 160n; implements Gvil Service
reforms, 186n; evaluates expatriation
rules, 188, 189n, 19011; on Mennonite
immigration, 191, 192n-98n; on Modoc uprising, 206n; Cuban policy, 208,
209n, 895-94; supervises Alabama indemnity, 20811-911, 215n; assesses USG,
209n; in 1875 panic, 217, 21711~1811; in
Pirgi11ius affair, 244, 24411, 24611-4711,
248n, 24.9n, 25211, 462; offered chief
justice nomination, 25411, 28511, 286118711; negotiates boundary, 866; considers Mexican situation, 892; will host
USG, 421; mentioned, 6411, 20011, 489
-Correspondence from USG: telegram
to, July 25, 1878, 4111; endorsement to,
April 12, 1878, 4411; letter to, March I ,
1873, 59; note to, March 8·, 1878, 78;
endorsement to, March 20, 1878, 85;
letter to, May 29, 1873, 127; endorsement to, May 10, 1878, 12711; endorsement to, March 19, 1873, 13ln-82n;
endorsement to, Feb. 11, 1878, 18511;
letter to, June 2, I 878, 187; endorsement to, June 4, 1873, 189; Jetter to,
June 28, 1878, 149; letter to, June 28,
1873, 150-51; endorsement to, July 5,
1878, 15411; letter to, July 28, 1878,
179- 80; endorsement to, Aug. 9, I 873,
191; endorsementto,Aug. 10, 1873, 198;
letter to, Sept. 8, 1878, 208; telegram
to, [Sept.] 27, 1873, 2 17; telegram to,
Dec. 20, 1878, 294-; endorsement to,
Jan. 6, 1878, 307; endorsement to, Feb .
.21, 1878, 851; endorsement to, March
1, 1873, 860; note to, March 15, 1878,
374; endorsement to, March 19, 1878,
880; endorsement to, May 10, 1873,

401; endorsement to, May 29, 1,873,
41 t; telegram to, [July?] 6, 1873, 432;
endorsement to, July 14', t 87S, 4SS; endorsement to, Aug. 28, 1878, 444;
endorsement to, Sept. 6, 1878, 450; endorsement to, Oct. 28, 1873, 467

Fish, Julia K. (wife of Hamilton Fish),
180, 20911

Fisher, George P. (U.S. District Attorney), 425
Fitzpatrick, Mrs. M. A., 26011
Fitzpatrick, Patrick (U.S. Army); 259,
25911-60n

Flanagan, James W (U.S. Senator), 91 n
Flanagans Mills, Tex., 91n
Flenniken, Robert P. (claimant), ,~47
Fletcher, John A. (of Council Bluffs,
Iowa), 187, 188n
Fletcher, Matilda (of Council Bluffs,
Iowa), 187 , 1S811-39n
Fletcher, Thomas C. (Gov. of Mo.),
881

Florida, 4611, 95n-9911, 27511, 332, 875,
876, 880-81, 4-08-9, 4 17,438,469

Florida (C.S. Navy), 27511
Flournoy, Silas (of Asheville, N.C.), 35556

Flourtown, Pa., 450
Folk, WiJJiam H. (detective): letter to,
Sept. 3, t 87 8, 447
Foltz, Frederick S. (U.S. Army), 466
Foltz, Jonathan M. (U.S. Navy), 466
Fond du Lac, Wis., 8 I 3, 454
Ford, Charles W. (friend of USG): manages USG's business, 17, 18, 19n-20n,
49, son, 121, J 48-44; letter to, Jan. 18,
1873, 1911; letter to, Feb. 22, 1878, 49;
recommends appointments, l I 811, 1S211,
17271, 296n, 3 I I, 856,360,363, 386; letter to, June 15, 1878, 143-44; dies.
231-32, 232n-88n, 23S; mentioned,
427

Forgue, Dennis, Hillside, Ill.: document
owned by, 68
Formosa, 468-64
Forney, John W (of Philadelphia), 879
Forsyth, John (USMA chaplain), 815
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory, 12611, SS8, 349
Fort Boise, Idaho Territory, 398, 471
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Fort Brown, Tex., S89
Fort Cameron, Utah Territory, SSS, SS4,
40S

Fort Columbus, N.Y., 406
Fort D.. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory,
197n, S50

Fort Donelson, Tenn., battle of, 142 , s 12
Fort Ellis, Montana Territory, 59S
Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada, 139n
Fort Fetterman, Wyqming Territory,
11 Sn, SSS, S49

Fort Garland, Colorado Territory, .24ln,
24!!n

FortGarry,Canada, 194n
Fort Griffin, Tex., 4S9, 440
Fort Henry, Tenn., battle of, sso
Fort Jackson, La., 4 16
Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory, 113n
Fort Leavenworth, Kan,, 28 In
Fort Monroe, Va., 308,410
Fort Pembina, Dakota Territory, 194n
Fort Preble, Portland, Maine, SOS
Fort St. Philip, La., 416
Fort Shaw, Montana Territory, 484
Fort Sill, Indian Territory, 439, 440
Fort Sumter, S.C., 6S
Fort Tompkins, N.Y., 176n
Fort Totten, Dakota Territory, S93
Fort Trumbull, New London, Conn.,
29Sn, 494

Fort Tularosa, New Mexico Territory,
442

Fort Wadsworth, N.Y., 17611
Fort Wayne, Ind., S9S
Fort Wayne, Detroit, Mich., 429
Foster, Cassius G. (U.S. District Judge),
S05

.

Foster, Eleazer K., Jr. (of Jacksonville,
Fla.),408
Foster, John W. (minister to Mexico),
74n,S25

Fountain, Albert J. (Tex. senator), 901191 n
Fowler, Charles H. (Northwestern University), 4711
Fox, Elias W. (surveyor), 50n, lf8n, S60,
420

Fox, Gustavus V. (Asst, Secretary of the
Navy), 415,479
France: politics, 60n, 25011, 4 1S; Ian-

guage, 11 2n; at war with Germany,
162n, 189n-90n; U.S. consulates i11,
18Sn, S61, S7S, 4S4; indemnity to Germany, 22011; in Mexican affairs, 280n,
S57; interested in Isthmian canal, S2S;
cables from, 401; relations with Japan,
461,464

Francis., John M. (minister to Greece),
438

Frank, Charles (of Ky.), S96
Frankford Arsenal, Pa., 129n
Frankfort, Ky., .S60
Franklin, Joe (of St. Louis), 4S2
Franklin, Nancy (of Aberdeen, Miss.),
400

Franklin County, Ind., 17111
Franklin Parish, La., 124n
Fraser, William (criminal), 458
Frazer, Robert (U.S. consul), S73
Fredericksburg, Va., 390, 401, 478
Freehold, NJ., 2 11 n
Freeland, James (collector of Internal
Revenue), 487-88
Freeman, Alfred A. (U.S. consul}, S2~23

Freeport, IIJ., 45S
Frelinghuysen, Frederick T. (U.S. Senator), 4011, 18011, 2 10, 28611
Fremont, Ohio, 598
French, George W. (Dakota Territory
Supreme Court), I 76n, 377-78
French, John W. (USMA chaplain), s20
Frener, Juan Bautista (engraver), S67
Frias, Tomas (Bolivian president): letter
to, Feb. 17, 1873, 4S; interim president,
&Sn

Frolic (U.S. Navy). 421
Frost, Joseph W. P., Eliot, Maine: document owned by, 41n-42n
Fry, Joseph, 245n
Fulton, Charles C. (BaltimlJre American),
128n

Fulton, Ill., 48S
Fuselier, Corinne (of St . Mary Parish,
La.), 405
Fyffe, Edward (U.S. Army), 387
Fyffe, Joseph P. (U.S. Navy), 387
Gaines' Mill, Va., 809
Gainesville, Fla., 409

lnde:r
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Galbraith, Robert (ofShelbyville, Tenn.);
S41,S42

Galena, Ill., 42n, !05, 106, ll o, l II 11.
114n, 155n, 168n, 251n, 372

Galerneau, Aiamable (prisoner), S91
Gallaudet, Edward M. (National DeafMute College), 1s2n
Gallegos, Jose M. (U.S. Delegate), 11911
Gallery of History, Las Vegas, Nev.: document owned by, 465
Galveston, Tex., 90n, 91 n
Gamble, Archibald (of St. Louis), 494
Gana, Albert B. (Chilean minister), S9n
Gardiner, Asa B. (U.S. Army), 441
Garfield, James A. (U.S. Representative):
increases presidential salary, H!n; letter
to, March 18, 187/J, 84; and Ohio patronage, 84 and n, 85n, 365; recommends appointments, 175n, 444-45,
479-80; critiques annual message,
279n; sends pamphlet, 4-09
Garretson, Hiram (Vienna commissioner), 1S6n, 156n
Garrison, N.Y., 41 n, 8011, 15411, 1son,
20811, 20911, 211 and n, 432, 438, 435
Gaskill, V. A. (ofChattanooga), 422
Gassmann, John G. (Indian agent), 45456

Gates, Isaac E. (Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad), 106n
Gebhard, Mrs. J. G. (of Schoharie, N.Y.),
245n-4611

Geddings, Joshua D. (Asst. T reasurer),
495

Gedney, .I. F. (lithographer), 16711
Geneva, Switzerland, 167n, 209n, 21571,
246n, 275n, 276n, 285n, 29011, 400

Geneva, Wis., 312
George, Jesse J. {sheriff), S52
George Latimer (brig), 371
Georgetown, D.C., 4S8
Georgetown, K.y., 406
Georgetown, Ohio, 34'8, S98
Georgetown, S.C., 3 16
Georgetown College, Georgetown, D.C.,
850

Georgia, 76, 76n- 79r,, 314, 327-28,
332-8S,S58

Germantown, Pa., 18111
Germany: immigrams from, 9n-10n,
8 In, 85n, 86n, I 3 l n, 13.'J n, 134n, 16411,

189n-90n; language, I J 211, 361, 422;
U,S. consulates in, I 8811, SS 1-32, 855,
S60, 372, 386, .'J95, 41 I; during 187.'J
panic, 22011; U.S. minister to, 1S8; relations with Japan, 461, 464; mentioned,

132n,200n

Getman, Timothy W. (of West Troy,
N.Y.), S48
Gibbon, John (U.S. Army), 45S
Gibbons, Oscar (of La.), 12511
Gibbs, Wolcott (Vienna commissioner),
129n

Gibson, 3S, 34
Gibson, Archibald (U.S. Army), 494
Gibson, Charles (ofSt. Louis), 494
Gibson, Isaac T. (Indian agent), 2411,
42S, 424, 447

Giddings-, Marsh (Gov. of New Mexico
Territory), 11911-2011
Gilbert, Abijah (U.S. Senator), 96n, 991I,
380,409

Gilcrease Institute, Tulsa, Okla.: documents in, 25n-2611, 26n, 2611-2811
Giles, Wales & Co. (of New York City),
29911

Gill, Thomas A. (minister), 18111
Gillem, Alvan C. (U.S. Army), 448
Gillmore, Quincy A. (U.S. Army), I 76n77n

Gilmer, John H. (of Richmond), 290n
Gladesborough, Va., SS4
Glafcke, Herman (secretary, Wyoming
Territory), 170n, 172n, 17411, 17614.
241n

Glasgow, Samuel L. (U.S. consul), 209,i
Glasgow, Ky., 396, S97
Gleason, William H. (Fla. legislator),
97n, 408

Glover, Samuel T. (St. Louis anorney),
17, 2011

Gobright, Lawrence A. (Associated
Press), 24411
Gold, 62, 214n, 215n, 222, 24011, 26011,
25 1n, 262-63, 26.'>, 27911, 537, 36.'J,
S82-8S,472,473

Golding, Julius, ss 1
Golding, William A. (Ga. representative), 3S2
Goldmark, Joseph (of New York City),
'IS3n-S411

Goldsboro, N.C., S8.'J

lnde.z
Goodloe, David S. (Pension agent), 480
Goodloe, John C. (collector), 44n-45n
Goodloe, Paul T. (USMA cadet), 45n
Goodspeed's Book Shop, Inc., Boston,
Mass.: document owned by, 165-66
Goodwin, Edward P. (minister), 241n
Goodwin, U.S. (of Nashville), 342
Gordon, John M. (of Norfolk), 200n
Gordon, "Lord" (swindler), 193, 193n95n
Gorham, George C. (U.S. Senate secretary): recommends appointment, 74n;
and Washington Monument, 86, 88n;
letter to, March 20, 1873, 88n
Gorin, James W. (provost marshal), 896
Goshen, N.Y., 103, 145n
Gosiutes, 397
Goss, Franklin B. (collecror), 475
Gould, A. S. (of Salt Lake City), 41n
Gould, Jay (speculator), 194n, 828
Gould, WC. (American lndian Aid A8sociation ), 284n
Governors Island, N.Y. 405, 4-06
Graffam, Lydia S. Hall, 306, 307
Graham, Michael (of New York City),
24711

Grand Army of t he Republic, 178, 409,
411

Grande Ronde Agency, Ore.• 418
Grand Island, Neb., S97
Grand Rapids, Mich., S69
Gr.tnger, Robert S. (U.S, Army), 129n
Grangers, 495
Grant, Chapman, Escondido, Calif.: documents owned by, 285, 470
Grant, Ellen (Nellie) (daughter of USG):
receives gift, 9211-9311; travels, 106,
10711, 115n, 178, 18.',, 190, 207, 216;

engaged, 168-64; mentioned, 8411,
105, 110, 148, 162n, 2 11, 232n, 300,

sos
Grant, Frederick Dent (son of USG):
visits St. Louis, 49, 5011; and USG's
horses, 58, 108, 105; letter to, April I 8,
1873, 106; travels, 106; serves under
Philip H. Sheridan, 10611; letter to, May
25, 1873, 126; on Yellowstone expedition, 137; invited to dinner, 211; grandfather dies, 292-98; during Civil War,
298n; restores files, 299; assists with
USG's memoirs, 326-27
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Grant, Hannah Simpson (mother of
USG), 161,210, 395
Grant, Jesse Root (father of USG):
influences appointments, 9n, 8+11, 85n,
17211, 174n, 895-96; dies, 60n, 161,
16 I n-62n, 4SS, 438; in failing health,
186-87, l 8 7n, I 58; early life, 162n;
USG visits, 260n; portrait painted, 44S
Grant, Jesse Root, Jr. (son of USG): travels, 106, 106n-7n, 110, 137, 185, 190,
!199; receives money from grandfather,
13711; eduooted, 210, 21 l, 236, 260-61,
261 n, 299; visits Anthony J. Drexel,
490

Grant, Julia Dent (wife of USG): may
tour South, 28, 5711; plans trip to St.
Louis, 49, I lon; travels with USG, 107,
178; as correspondent, 110; involved
iu appointments, 14611, S7 i; telegram
to, June 21, 1873, 158n; telegram to,
July 1, 1873, 162n; i.nformedofUSG's
travel, 16211, 191n, 195-96, 19611; cares
for father, 184, 185; telegram to,
Aug. 6., 1873, 191n; letter to, Aug. 17,
1873, 195-96; telegram to, Aug. 19,
1873, 196n; letter to, Sept. 20, 1873,
215; during 187S panic, 216; sends gifts
to Indians, 238n, 239; worried about
children'.s health, 261n; undated note
to, 274n; sends refreS'hments, 274n;
note to, Dec. 1, 1873, 285; invited to
Capitol, 285; father dies, 289n, 29298, 294n, 462; telegram to, Dec. [20],
187.'l, 29411; cousin of, 298n; receives
gifts, 888; receives appeal for help, 389;
during Civil War, 890; invited to commencement, 410; dental operation, 415;
wedding anniversary, 448; mentioned,

so, 6Sn, 69n, 9211, 9Sn, 100, 105,
106, 148, 165, 209n, 211 and n, 220n,
28211, 23511, 252n, 800, SOS, SSO, S66,
414,459,476,481,490
Grant. Norton, 174n
34-n,

Grant, Orvil L. (brother of USG), 8n-911
Grant, Samuel Simpson (brother of
USG). 395
Grant. Ulysses S.: involved in La. factional disputes, 3, 4n, 611, 51-53, 12128; vetoes bills, 7, Sn, 14, 29-31, S tri.'H!n, S22, 374, 377, 403, 491; buys
stock, 10-11; owns horses, 11n, 103,
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Grant, Ulysses S. (cont.)
105,106, 109andn, 118-19, 121, I-4344, 165; pays Long Branch bills, 11n,
405; personal finances, 12n, 55-56,
16S, 227n, 426; implements Treaty of
Washington, lS and 11, 208, i0811-9n,
400; owns farm, 16-18, 18n-20n, 49,
55-56, 56n, 58- 59, 6911, JOO, I 15,
14S-44, 2S5-54, 2S411, 2S5, 257-59;
administers Indian policy, 20-21. 21 n28n, 11111, 2S7, 2S7n-S8n, 259, 239114411, 271-72, 28411, S09-l l , 527-28,
575-76, 597-98, 446- 47, 454- 58,
470, 471-72, 485-86, 491-92; plans
Southern tour, 28, 54n, 56-58, 57n,
576; involved in Utah Territory conflict, 35-58; visits St. Louis, 49, 54n,
100 and n, 12111, 19811, 56S; receives
cigars, 57n; attends church, 59 and n,
60n; father dies, 60n, 14911, 161, 161 n62n; Second Inaugural Address~ 6064, 64n-65n, !l92n, s I 2; upholds civil
rights, 61, 291, 29ln-92n; advocates
gold standard, 62; complains of slander,
64; convenes Senate, 64n; salary raised,
64n, 8911; pledges bipartisanship, 6811;
supports Schuyler Colfax, 68, 68n-6911;
considers Hawaiian annexation, 7Sn;
implements Civil Service reform, 7980, 95 and n, 186, 18711, 5 16; donates
money to Thomas Nast, 8111; nominates
cabinet officers, 82 and 11, BS; supports
Washington Monument, 86, 87n-88n;
early life, 9111, 115 and 71, 2Sl, 326-27,
S86, S9S,408,419,442,444,469,482,
489; purchases liquor, 95n, 226, 227n;
during Civil War, 99n, 112n, 167116971, 221, 29811, S 19, SS0-S 1, 554,
SS9-40, 342, 550, 569, 590, 4 1S, 455,
445, 478; interested in Samoa, lO 1;
receives railroad passes, 106n; attends
army reunions, 107 and n, 108n, 109n,
110, 207, 207n-8n, 210, 225 and n,
22611; tours West, 110, 11011-t4n; will
not live in Galena, 114n; attends Salmon P. Chase's funeral, 1t6n; on third
term, l 1711, 287n, 34·4; ill, 13511; father's health fails, 136-57, 158; administers Rawlins fund, 144-45, 145n48n; oversees centennial, 149, 158-60,

Index
160n; and Vienna Exposition, 1505 I; as Peabody trustee, I 54n; praises
Elihu B. Washburne, 16211; daughter
engaged, 163- 64; in Badeau biography, 166, 167n-70n; during 1872 campaign, 16811, 16911, 170n, 290n, 550,
444; enforces eight-hour-day law, 176,
l 76n-77n; plans trip to Maine, 17778, 184n-8511, 190, 191n, 195-96,
19611, 21411; investigates Robert C.
Schenck, 179; encourages Henry Wil•
son, 187; considers Mennonite immigration, 191, 191n-9211; suppresses
Modoc uprising, 196, l96n-206n; Cuban policy, 208, 20911-1011, 244, !!44n5 ln, !252n-5Sn, 462; in 187.'l panic,
215 and 11, 216 and n, 217, 217111811, 218-19, 222-24, 224n, 226-27,
229- 50, 490-91; annual message,
220n, i61-1s, 211o11, 285, soon, 472,
47S; eulogizes Charles W. Ford, 25152, 2S2n; receives gifts, 257, 258n, 518,
441,465,479, 48S; seeks chief j ustice.
255, 265,i-56n, 285, 285n-87n; Oil
Frederick Dent's death, 292-93, 293119411; purchases watch, 29S, 299 and n;
favors Louisa Boggs, 295, 296n- 98n;
National Law School president, 506-7;
issues pardons, s 12, 570, 884, 589, 391;
praised by temperance advocates, 5'6061; visits Georgetown, Ohio, 598; appoints female clerks, 414; favors John S.
Mosby, 445-46
Grant, Ulysses S., Jr. (son of USG): in
[taly, 64n; at Harvard, 137, 24411,
299; corresponds for USG, 14611, 29811;
travels with USG, 185, 190; in New
York City, 216; mentioned, 293
Grant, Ulysses S., Srd (grandson of
USG): documents owned by, 411 (2),
9n-10n, 12n, 1811-1911, 19n-20n, 58n.S9n, S9n-40n, 59n-60n, 60n; 64n (S),
64n-65n, 65n (2), 67n-68n, 6811-6911,
6911, 70n, 8511 (2), 8771, 8811, 92n95n, 9511, 9511, 100n, 106, 11611-1771,
126, 126n, 146 (5), 14811, 15111, 15811,
161n (2), 161n-62n, 162n, 19111, 19596, 21411-1511, 215, 21811, 22 1,1, 25211.
249n-52n, 25211, 25Sn-5411, 28711,
288n-89n, 290n, 29611 (3), 296n-97n,

Index.
299n, 526-27, 544, 360, 560-61, 574,
576, S77, 400, 1-0S, 458-59, 4.59-60,
460, 460-61, 461-62, 462 (2), 462-65,
465, 465-64, 464·, 475-74, 475, 479
(2), 490, 490-91, 491 {2)

Grant Association, Ulysses S., Carbondale, Ill.: documents in, 195, 285, 29/ln
Grant Parish, La., 12411, 12511
Granville, Lord George (British foreign
secretary), SOS
Granville County, N.C., 528
Graves, Edward 0. (Civil Service Commission), 98n, 186n-8711
Gray, Giles H. (surveyor), 568
Gray, John B. (of St. Louis)1 4S I
Gray, Robert (of Philadelphia), 282n8Sn

Gray, Thomas E. (of San Francisco),
SSJ-52

Grayson, G. W. (Indian Territory official), 485
Grayson Co1mty, Tex., 89n
Great Britain: negotiates Alabama
claims, JS and n, 80n, 208, 246n, 275n;
claims against U.S., s I n-S2n; immigrants from, S9n; minister to, 8 l n, I 79;
Americans visit, 8211, lSSn; interested
in USG, 92n; disparaged, 167n; currency history, 224n, 568; commerce,
251 n; agriculture in, 278n; reformers
from, SOS; expansion in South Pacific,
551-52; consulates in, 556; impressment, 566; negotiates Canadian boundary, 566; trade with Brazil, S7 5; oceanic.
cables from, 401; administers Canada,
450; during Civil War, 444; genealogical records in, 4-44, 485; interests in
Japan, 459, 460, 461, 462, 465, 464;
mentioned, 245n
Greathouse, J. S. (of Greenville, Ill.), 586
Greathouse, Lucien (Ill. Vols.), 886
Great Valley, N.Y., S76
Greble, Edwin (of Philadelphia), s 19
Greble, Edwin St. John (U.S. Army), s20
Greble, Sarah B. F. (of Philadelphia),
519-20

Greece, 458
Greeley, Horace (New Tork Tribune):
presidential candidate, S9n, I 6811, 169n,
17211, S98, 4S5; disparaged, 8Sn; fol-
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lowers question Civil Service reform,
95n; dies, 1S2n; allied with Copperheads, I S4n; business partne r, J 57 n
Green Bay, Wis., 4 76
Greene, Allen (La. senator), 407-8
Greene, Robert W. (USMA cadet), 407-8

Greene, Roger S. (Washington Territory Supreme Court), 414
Greene, Rosen G. (postmaster), 87i
Greenfield, Mass., 14211
G reensboro, N.C., 484
G reenville, lll., 586
Greenville, Miss,, 146n
Greenwood, Grace (journalist), +58
Greenwood, John, Jr. (U.S. consul), S55
Gregg, David M. (U.S. consul), 450
Gresham, Walter Q. (U.S. District
Judge), 861,
Grierson, Benjamin FL (U.S. Army), S45
Grierson, Charles H. (U.S. Army), 546
Griffin, Charles (U.-S. Army), 465
Griffin, George H. (of Milford, Com1.),
S50

Griffith, Michael J. (postmaster), 478
Griffiths, John W., 840
Grimes, Edward B. (U.S. Army), 12611
Grimshaw, Jackson (of Pike County, HI.),
504

Grisham, Albert H. (of Nashville),
841-42

Gros Ventres, 571
Groton, Mass., 82n, 14111, 21911
Guatemala, 867,580,405
Gunn, Allen M. (of Cokerville, Ala.),
4SO-Sl

Guy, Judith (Catawba), 527-28
Gwynn, John (of Tiffin, Ohio), 458
H abeas Corpus, 57, 77n, 125 n
Ha.dley, Tom (of Miss.), 400
Hadnot, Jonathan P. (of La.), 121,n
Hagley Museum & Library, Wilmington, Del.: document in, S4n-S5n
Hague, The, Netherlands, S51
Haiti, 45, 45n-47n, 276n-77n, 428
Hale, Robert S. (claims agent), s I n-,/1211
Hall., Charles F. (Arctic explorer), 42!l
Hall, Halsey R. W. (newspaper editor),
84n

Hall, John (pension agent), 452
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Index

Hall, William (ofElizabeth, NJ.), 16ln62n

Halle, Germany, 53 l
Hallowell, Benjamin (minister), 205n
Halpin, William (of Mazatlan), 557
Hamburg, Germany, 8511, 4 19
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Little, Sandy (ofWadesboro, N.C.), 38990

Little Bird (Sioux), 458
Littlefield, John S. (Indian agent), ~41 n
Little Rock, Ark., 57, 11411
Liverpool, England, 409
Lockport, N.Y., 96n
Lockwood, Belva A. (attorney), 806-7

Index
Lockwood, Beooni (broker), 481
Lockwood, Henry H. (U.S. Army), 425
Lockwood, James 8. (U.S. Army), 425
Lofland, James R. (U.S. Representative),
425

Logan, Cornelius A. (minister to Chile),
851

Logan, John A. (U.S. Senator): introduces legislation, 40n; supports chaplain, 48n; wife, 50n; recommends appoinnoents, son, 129n, 806, 812-18,
868-64, 886, 41 l , 4:67; relatives of,
286, 85'1

Logan, Mary S. (wife of John A. Logan):
letter to, Feb. 24, 1878, 60; dines at
White House, 50; letter to, Nov. 4,
1878, 286-87; assists brother, 286-87,
237n

London, England: U.S. bankers in, 60n;
holds exhibition, 182n, 188n; dispatch
agent in, 152n; public opinion in, 167n,
l 68 n; vice in, 188 n; bond market, 2 J 6 n,
868, 490,491; during 1878 panic, 2 l 7n,
218n, 220n; newspaper in, 224-n; U.S.
legation at, 276n, 887; antiquarian in,
444; mentioned, 89n, 184n, 814, 868,
401,416, 464, 472, 489

Long, John F. (of St. Louis County):
adm.inisters USG's business, 19,z, 49,
58, 283, 234n, 259; seeks letter of introduction, 12611; letter to, Oct. 25,
1878, 28 1-82; laments Charles W.
Ford's death, 28 J-32, 282n; assists
Louisa Boggs, 29611, 297n-98n; assists
woman, 85-8 ; recommends appointments, .'186, 494<; favors bridge proposal, 468
Long Branch, NJ.: USG's expenses at,
11 n, 859, 852-58, 408; USG visits,
4 In, 126 and 11, 186, 142n, 148, 144,
14811, 149, 150 and n, I 58 and 11, 160n,
161, 168, 165, 166, 16711, 170, 177,
178, 179, 180n, 18111, 182, 184, 185,
190, 191n, 192n, 198n, 20111, 206,207,
208 and n, 20911, 211,212, 214n, 21511,
24111, 248n, 279n, 292, 840, .'141, .'157,
404,414', +21, 428,482, ••38, 437,439,
441,449, 450,454; visitors to, 164, 165
and n; storm at, 196; Julia Dent Grant
at, 19611; Orville E. Babcock at, 229n,
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358, 4-86; misbehavior at, 280-.'l I ,
2.'l l n; railroad to, 449; mentioned, 90n

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth (poet),
878

Longstreet, James (surveyor), 411, 511,
54n, 167 n, 882
Lookout Mountain (Ga.), battle of, 880
Los P inos Agency, Colorado Territory,
24311,24411

Loubat, Joseph F. (of New York City);
letter to, Nov. l .'l, 187.'l, 479
Loudon, James (of Georgetown, Ohio),
348

Louisiana: political turmoil in, 8, 8n-6n,
5 1-5.'l, 63n-55n, 121-28, 12.'ln-26n.,
452,475, 479; massacre in, l24n- 26n;
levees i.n, 227-28, -228n-29n; Reconstruction in, 245n; blacks in, 292n;
planter in, 820; sugar from, 875; Republicans in, 880; patronage involving,
388-89, 438-54, 467-68; cadets from,
407
Louisville, Ky., 128n, J.'lOn, .251n, 255n,
287n, 808, 880, 342, .'144•, 38.'l, 389,
450,480,481
Love, Alfred (of Philadelphia), 20211-s n
Love, Mary (of Tenn.), 3 18

Lovell, Arnold H. (USMA applicant},
.'J.'l3

Lovell, Charles S. (U.S. Army), ss.'l, .'184'
Lovell, Margaret J., 888- 84
Lovell, Robert A. (U.S. Army), .'l.'l8
Low, Frederick F. (mjnister to China),
388,460

Lowe, David P. (U.S. Representative),
304,805

Lowe, Nathaniel M. (Vienna commissioner), 12911
Lowenstein, Emil (murderer), 44-7
Lowery, Samuel R. (of Nashville), 840
Lowry, Joseph S. (of Berlin Heights,
Ohio), 19811
Luckey, Levi R (secretary to USG): corresponds for USG, 4n, 1111, 81n, 41n,
44n, 75n, 76n, 95n, IO0n, 107 and 11,
10911, 116n, 1.'l2n, 146n, 14711, 148n,
16211, 181,z:, 1837!, 22411, 226n, 22711.,
22911, 284n, 287n, 26 In, 27471, 288n,
29911, 307, 8 UI, 839, 348, 852-58, 8621
389, 891, 89.'l, 897, 441-42, 464, •f.68,
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Luckey, L evi P. ( cont.)
465, •1-88, 488; appointed, 67n; encourages James B. R,awlins, 145n; carries
bonds overseas, 184n; assesses chief
justice nomination, 2B5n-86n; corresponds for Julia Dent Grant, 291-n;
travels overseas, 4S8; mentioned, 16711
Ludington, Clinton V. R. (of Sullivan
County, N.Y.), 18271
Lu.ge11beel, John G. (USMA cadet), 429-

so
Lu.genbeel, Pinkney (U.S. Army), 429-

so
Lunalilo (Hawaiian king): letter to,
March 6, 187S, 70; ascends throne, 70
and ,1, 72n; dies, 7Sn
Lusk, Virgil S. (U.S. District Attorney),
S45-46, S47, 548

Lyman, Benjamin S., 459
Lynch, John (of La.), 51, 55n
Lynchburg, Va., 28911, 445
Lyous,James (ofRichmond), 288, 2,88n89n

Mabson, George L. (N.C. senator), 488
McCall, George A. (of Palo Pinto, Tex.),
489-40

McClellan, George B. (U.S. Army), sos,
309

McClernaod, Jolin A. (U.S. Army), 442
McClure, Alexander K. (of Philadelphia),
490

McConihe, Samuel (U.S. Army), S84
McCook, Edward M. (Gov. of Colorado
TetTitory), 7011-7111, 11211, 242n-44n,
4S'l,467

McCook, Edwin S. (secretary, Dakota
Territory), 451, 452
McCormick, Richard C. (U.S. Delegate),
S57

MacCremsh, Frederick (Alta California),
368·- 69

McCullah, James A. (of Mo.), 29 and n
McCulloch, Hugh (banker), 6011, 21871,
490-91

McDonald, A. (of New Orleans), iH71148n

MacDonald, James (of London), 568
McDonald, John (of Upper Sandusky,
Ohio), SS7-S8

Index
McDonald.John (supervisor), 2S2n, 360,
386

McDougal, Caroline, 467
McDougal, David S. (U.S. Navy), 46'¼,
467

McDowell, Irvin (U.S. Army), 55n, 309,
45S

McElrath, Thomas (Vienna commissioner), I SSn, 150n, 151 , 15211, I 5Sn,
15771

McEnery, John (of La.), Sn, 5n-6n, 5Sn5511, l !.!411

McFarland, Noah C., SM
McGee, James (of Leavenworth, Kan.),
S95

McGee, Thomas B., 395-96
McGehee, Blanche (of Miss.), 18Sn
McGinnis, 0. A. (of Moscow, Tex.),
491-92

McKean, James B. (Utah Territory
Supreme Court), 4011-4211, 6911
McKee, George C. (U.S. Representative),
4011

McKee, Robert (Wis. Vols.), 3S4
McKee, William (St. Louis Daily Globe);
recommends appointments, I l 811, t 72n,
2S2n, 356, 560; telegram to, Oct. 28,
1873, 2527!; mentioned, 29611!
McKendree College, Lebanon, ill., 306
McKenna, Robert (Tenn. senator), 419
McKennan, William (U.S. Circuit
Judge), 141 n, 362-63
Mackenzie, John M. (ofCi:ncinnati), S99
Mackenzie, Ranald S. (U.S. Army), 426
McKibhin, David (U.S. Army), sos
Mackie, J. Wylie (of San Francisco), 449
McK.isick, Lewis D. (Tenn. attorney),
429

McKnight, William S. (of fll.), 11911
McKown, James L. G. (USMA visitor),
5 12

Mclaws, Lafayette (collector of Internal
Revenue), 76, 76n-77n, 78n, 7911
McLeer, James (pension agent), 452
McLaughlin, Grant S., West Chester,
Pa.: document owned by, 478
MacMahon, Maurice de (French president), 4JS
McMichael, Morton (of Philadelphia),
16011

Index
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McMollan, James 1-L (USMA visitor),
SIS

McMurray, Or. (of St. Louis), 4S2
McNair, W. S., 162n
Macnulty, William A.. (postmaster), li!90n
Macon, Ga., 412
Macon, Mo., fl95 and 11, 29611-9811
McPherson, Duncan (of Baltimore),

ss

66n-67n

McPherson, James B. (U.S. Arrny), 91n,
289n,S77,4S7

Marshall, John (U.S. Chief Justice), 8711,
454

McQuesten, Harriet P. (copyist), 414
MacVeagh, Wayne (of Harrisburg, Pa.),
266n, 280n-8 In

Maddox, George W (of New York City),
220n

Madison, James (U.S. President), 8711
Madison, Wis.., 438
Madison County, Fla., 9611
Maclison County, N.C., .'J46, S47
Madrid, Spain, 246n, 24871, 24911, 250n,
S61

Maginnis, Martin (U.S. Delegate), 48114911

Maguire, Constantine (collector of Internal Revenue), 2S2n, 296n
Mail, J07n, 389, 397
Maine, lSSn, 169n, 177-78, 184-86,
186, 190, l9 ln, 196-96, 196n,SlS,S78,
4'54, 458

Malcom, Thomas S. (of Philadelphia),
20411

Malden, Mass., 387
Mallory, Rufus (U.S. Representative),
418

Marietta, Pa., 397
Marion, Iowa, 488
Markbreit, Leopold (minister to Bolivia), 4311
Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wis.:
documents in, 426-27, 427
Marshall, George W., 281 n
Marshall, H. W. (of Savannah), 352-

.

Manchester, Ky., 29, s In, ·s 2n
Maney, George E. (C.S. Army), 108n,
324

Manitoba, Canada, l9Sn, 194n
Manitou, Colorado Territory, 4SS, 45S
Mansfield, J. M. (of Mount Pleasant,
Iowa), 'lc77n-78n
Mansfield, Ohio, S98, 481
Maps, 13411, 167n, 422
Marcellus, Edward P. (U.S. marshal), 449
Marcy, Randolph B. (U.S. Army), sos
Mare Island, Cali[, 386
Maries County, Mo., 425
Marietta, Ga., 7811
Marietta, Ohio, 408, 452

Marshall, John W. (USMA applicant),
398

Marshall, Levin R. (of Natchez), 455
Marshall, Sarah (of Pelham, N.Y.), 4S5
Marshall, Sarah Hughes (of St. Louis),
20n

Marshall, Thomas (attorney), l fi. 18 11,
2011

Marshall, N.C., 346
Marshfield, Mass., S88
Martial Law, 411, S5S
Martin, John J. (auditor), ,!,()!,!
Marvin, William (of Skaneateles, N. Y.),
275n

Maryland, 127 and n, 29411, SS I, 42S.
442-43, 493

Mason, David H. (U.S. District Attorney), 141 n, l42n
Mason, Joseph T. (U.S. consul), 4SS
Mason County, Ky., 408,
Massachusetts, 12n, 6611, 8S11, 8811, 129n,
141, 14111-4211, 22 111, 2s211, 345, ·ss8 .
481
Matanzas, Cuba, 24911

Mateyka, Melvin J., Edwardsville, Ill.:
document owned by, 8 I
Matthews, A. (of Portland, Maine), 29111
Matthews, Stanley (Ohio judge), 69n,
266n

Mattingly, £Liza (of Philadelphia), 1ssn
Maximilian (Emperor of Mexico), 28011,
SS7

Maxwell, George R. ( U.S. marshal), 411142n, 118n

May, De Courcy (Vienna commissioner),
127 and 11
Mayer, Alexander (of Vienna), 154.n
Mayer, Louis H. (collector of Internal
Revenue), 317

lnde:i;.
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Mayer, William (Vienna commissioner),
152n, 16Sn, 154n-55n

Maynard, Horace (U.S. Representative),
15n, 524, 525,341,429

Mayslick, Ky., 408
Maysville, Ky., 4-08
Mazatlan, Mexico, SS7
Meacham, Alfred A. (Indian superintendent), 418
Meade, George G. (U.S. Army), 1S4n,
167n

Medicine: insanity, 6611, 812, 570, 425,
471; change of climate, 96n, 408; apoplexy, 116n; soldiers wounded, 142,
260n, 290-91, 291 n, +12; tuberculosis,
14611, 247n, 584; costs, 147n; at Vienna
Exposition, 15471; typhoid, 18111, 261-n;
stroke, 187 and ,i; amputation, 199n;
Indians assess-, 25911; deafness, 251 n,
252n, 455; surgeons, 268, s .16, S2J,
479-80; venereal disease, 284n; dysentery, 298n; nurses, 850-81, 414; orthopedic, 555; medical examiners, 851;
paralysis, 859; rheumatism, 874, 882;
throat disease, 585; for women, 589;
fever, 484, 458; alcohol for, 465; during
Civil War, 466
Medicine Cow (Sioux), 454-56
Medill, .Joseph (Mayor of Chicago): letter to, April 9, 1878', I 04; resigns as
Civil Service commissioner, 104 and n;
invites USC to Chicago, I I 41t; Virginius affair troubles, 24911-5211; recommends appointment, 585
Meigs,Joseph V. (U.S. Army), 129n
Meigs, Montgomery C. (U.S. Army):
recommends appointment, 27511; endorsement to, April 11, 1875, 594-95;
evaluates clerks, S94
Melcher, Samuel H. (physician), 420
Memorial Day, 409,41 1
Memphis, Tenn., 342, 34.'l-45, •H2, 41 S,
419,429,458

Mendible, Juan Vicente (of Caracas), 391
Mennonites, 191, I9ln-937l
Merchants' Despatch Transportation
Co., 866
Merrimac Iron Works, Mo., 870
Messmore, Charles L. (USMA ,;adet),
569

Messmore, Isaac E. (of Grand Rapids,
Mich.), 569
Methodists, 47n-49n, 59n, 179, 180n,
S57, 418

Metomen, Wis., 477
Mexican War, 211, 228, 526-27, S4•5,
582, 586, S9S, 414, 428-29, 45 1,453,
465,489
Mexico., 74n, 120n, 280n, 284n, 325,
387, 340, 875, 391-93, S99-400, 428,
451
Mexico City, Mexico, 526, 327, S9S,
441,489
Meyer, Frederick (meteorologis-t), 421,
422
Michigan, S54, 569
Michigan (U.S. Navy), 387
Michigan Central Railroad, S68
Milan, Mo., 448
Milford, Conn., S5o, 457
Milford, Ohio, 842

Millard, Joseph H. (Union Pacific Railroad), 562,564,566
MUI Center, N.Y., 4U!
Miller, Andrew G. (U.S. District Judge),
476

Miller, George L. (Omaha Herald), I 1411
Miller, Samuel F. (U.S. Supreme Court),
25411

MHler, William (collector), 44n, 437
Millikin, James (Vienna commissioner),
13111

Milwaukee, Wis., 99n, 254n, 476, •~77
Miner, John L. (of Cincinnati), 256n
Mining, S9n, ! S4n-S,'Jn, 17111, l79,
214n, 22S, 227, 240n, 241n, 250n,
262- 65, 357, 420, 459, 472-74

Minneapolis, Minn., 4811, 194n
Minnesota, 47n, 4811, 49n, 19211, 19311,
1941" 248n-49n, 284n,

sos, S7 I

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul,
Minn.: documents in, 2791" 319, 482
Missionary Ridge (Tenn.), battle of, SS 1
Mission Indians, 284n
Mississippi: 1872 election in, 411; blacks
in, 292n, 327; Republicans in, 525,
469-70; patronage involving, S57, 574,
4S5-S6, 494; in Congress, 872; during
Civil War, S77; violence in, 400; U.S.
Army in, 485; mentioned, 18Sn, 27611

Index
Mississippi River, 1/IOn, 228 and n, 229n,
251n, 267

Missouri: courts in, 19n; lnternal Revenue in, 29 and n; patronage involving, 117, 118 n, l70n, 171n, 17211, 17.'ln,
322, 381-82; Vienna commissioners
from, l.'l l n-32n; blacks in, 292n; pension agents, 295, 295n- 98n; USMA
applicants from, 345, 494; Republicans
in, 353-54, 356; vols., 448; mentioned,
305,432

Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway Co.,
23n, 24n, 471

Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis,
Mo.: documents in, 111 n, 231-32, S5.'l
Missouri River, 305, 349, 466
Mitchel, 16
Mitchell, John H. (U.S. Senator), 417-18
Mobile, Ala., 4Sn-45n, 316-17
Mobile County, Ala., 39,1,
Mobley, Claiborn R. (U.S. District Attorney), 409
Modocs, 111 n, 196, 196n-20611, 284n,
311,396,399,411, 419,432

Molino del Rey, Mexico, battle of, 326
Moltke, Helmuth K. B. von (German
army), 399
Monache Valley, Calif., 310
Monmouth College, Monmouth, Ill., 31.'l
Monmouth County, NJ., l2n, 210, 211n
Mo11ocacy(U.S. Navy), 387
Monroe, La., 54n
Monroe, Mich., 2.'l2n
Monroe County, Fla., 9611
Montaguie, John de la (U.S. consul),
16271, 434

Montana Territory, 48n, 237, 2S7n39n, 363, 37 I, 484,488
Montaos, Francisco (Spanish army),
249n

Montgomery, Ala., 99n, ·1-36
Montgomery, Mo., 360
Montgomery County, Kan., 2Sn
Monti, Luigi (U.S. vioe consul), 373
Monticello, N.Y., 18111
Montpelier, Vt., 359
Montreal, Canada, 1311, 567
Montrose, N.Y., 324
Moody, Granville (of Ripley, Ohio),
281n, 387
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Moody, William H. H. (U.S. Army), 387
Moore, Henry D. (Vienna commissioner), 13111
Moore, Henry J. (of Memphis), 344
Moore, Joseph G. (U.S. consul), 374,
Moore, W W (postmaster), 576
Moore, Willlam R. (of Memphis), 344
Moorhead, James K. (of Pittsburgh),
378-79

Morales, Agustin (Bolivian president),
43 and 11
Moran, Benjamin (secretary oflegation),
183n-84n, 314,337

Morehead, Joseph W., 24711
Morey, Frank (U.S. Representative), 407
Morgan, EdwinD. (ofN.Y.), 354,
Morgan, J. Pierpont (banker), 217, 218n
Morgan, John Hunt (C.S. Army), 396
Morgan, Mr. (murder victim), 400
Morgan Library, Pierpont, New York,
N.Y.: documents in, S.'l-34, 66n, 229-

so) 320, 480
Mormons, 35-58, 38n-42n, 344
Morningstar, H. (of Pollard, Ala.), +3637

Morrill, Justin S. (U.S. Senator), 13811
Morrill, Lot M. (U.S. Senator), 169n
Morrill, William C. (of Atlanta), 57n
Morris, Frank C. (midshipman), 376
Morris, William Goaverneur(U.S. marshal), 449
Morris, William I. (of Philadelphia), S65
Morristown, NJ,, Sin
Morristown National Historic Park,
Morristown, NJ.: documents in, 164,
28911-9011

Morse, l saac S. (of Boston), 14 I n
Morton, John T. (of Topeka, Kan.), 304
Morton, Levi P. (financier), 218n, 490
Morton, OUver P. (U.S. Senator): recommends appointments, 47n, 48n, 13011,
I 7111, 17411, 28011, SIM, 364, 372, 3 7 8,
453; forwards La. report, 5411; letter to,
Sept. 19, 1873, 21.'l; in I 87 3 panic, 21 .'I
and n, 215; recommends electoral college reform, 274n-75n; involved in patronage, 402-S, 41 O; sends anniversary
gift, 448

Mosby, John S. (of Warrenton, Va.),
28811, 373, 445-46

Index
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Moses, Franklin J., .Jr. (Gov. ofS.C.), s 16
Moses, Franklin J., Sr. (S.C. Supreme
Court), 108n
Moscow, Tex., 491
Mott, Lucretia (reformer)) 19811, 202nSn, 246n

Moulton, C. F. (Mayor of MobiJe ), s1617

Mount Clements School, 2S6
Mount Desert, Maine, 196
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, 27711
Mount Washn1gton, N .H., 196n
Mower, Elizabeth A. (postmaster), S6S
Mower, Joseph A. (U.S. Army), 365
Mulhall, Stephen J., Jr. (U.S. Army), 1-10
Muller, Gustavus (of Germany), 189n90n

Muller, Mrs. (dressmaker), 107n
Munich, Germany, 112n
Munson-Williams-Proctor lnstitute,
Utica, N.Y., document in, 166
Murphy, James (of New York City),
41S-14

Murphy, Thomas (collector), 21Sn-14n,
22711, S54-55, 414

Murray, Bronson (of Ne\\/ York City),
197n-9811

Munay, J., S69
Murray, James D. (U.S. Navy), SOS
Murray, William W. (U.S. District Attorney), 429
Musselshell River, 2S8n
Mutsuhito (Emperor of Japan), 459
Myers, Henry R. (U.S. consul), JS9n
Myers, Leonard (U.S. Representative),
24611

Myers, Mr., 482
Myers, Oscar A. (U.S. District Attorney), 409
Mystic, Conn., 205n
Nagasaki, .Japan, 462, 463
Napoleon Ill, S2S
Nash, Ephraim (of Heatbsville, Va.), 317
Nashville, Tenn., 76n, ,'l20, S40, S4 l ,
542,354

Nasonville, Wis., 489
Nassau, Bahamas, 444
Nast, S<1rah E. (wife of Thomas Nast),
817i

Nast, Thomas(artist), 81 and 11, 82n, 153n
Natchez, Miss., 327, S77, S87, 435
Natick, Mass., 187
Navajos, 240n
Navasota, Tex., 437
Nawadjwaurns, Andoine (Chippewa),
426-27

Near, John L. (U.S. consul), 486
Nebraska, 28411, 327, S35, 864,865, 372,
897-98

Negley, James S. (U.S. Representative),
S81, 36S, S87

Nelson, George F. (of Chicago), 28111
Neosho Agency, 2411
Neosho County, Kan., 22n, 2Sn
Nes, Charles M. (Vienna commissioner),
ISln

Nevada, S9n, SS7, 557, S7t, S97, 471,
4•72-H

New Albany, Ind., lS0n, Sl5 , 561~
New Bedford, Mass., Sl6
Newberry Library, Chicago, 111.: documents in, 1211, 6471, 8111, 167n (2),
2S2n-SSn,277n,279n,279n-80n,SS7

(2), 550 {2}, 404,415, 467
New Brunswick, Canada, 450, 458
New Brunswick, NJ., 448
Newcomb, Carmau A. (U.S. marshal),
358
New Guinea, SS I

New Hampshire, 19611, 401
New Hampton, N.H., 40 1
New Haven, Conn., 107, 10711-811, 10911,
S28,S7S

New Iberia, La., 484
New Jersey, 12871, 15011, 18511, 1S6n,
182n, 276n, 448-49

New London, Conn.., 275n, 865
Newman, John P. (Methodist minister):
recommends appointment, 47n, 4811;
letter to, March 25, 1875, 92; world
tour, 9271-9511
New Market, Va., 412
New Mex.ico Territory, 37, 74n, 11811,
119, ll9n-2011, 24011, 29471, 858,371.
S79

New National Era (newspaper), 11211
New Orleans, La.: in politicaJ turmoil,
411-611, 5Sn-5511, 12Sn-2511; USG
plans to visit, 5711; customhouse in, 7411,
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Tndex
534, 407; Philip H. Sheridan at, I l4n;
levee at, 228n; as a port, 25 In, 454;
Mardi Gru, 359; appraiser, 588-89;
during Civil War, 415,446; mentioned,
24711, 382

Newport, Ky., 48 1
Newport, R.l., 250n
New Smyrna, Fla., 455
Newspapers: in Chicago, 811., 385; German language, 911-1011, 86n; in Utah
Territory, 40n; in Calif., 41 n, 568-69,
385, 449; cover inaugural, 6 4 n; on
Hawaii, 7011, 72n; in Ga., 78n; report
appointments, 8011, 479; in Ohio, 84n;
in Tex., 89n; reporters, 92n, I 89n90n, 506, 507, 355; in New York City,
94n, 95n, 152n, I 5611; discuss Cnclian
policy, 11111, 170n, 197n-9971, 201n,
397; black-owned, 1 12n; discuss possible third term, 117 n; defame USG,
1 19, 12011; in La., 124n; involved in
patronage, J 2811, 15511, I 56n; discuss
scandal, 150n, 250-3 I, 28611, 549, 597,
4-04; ownership, 15711; discuss USG's
father, 162n; du.ring Civil War, 168n;
in Wyoming Territory, 175n, 241n;
in Philadelphia, 18111; report financial
news, 21511, 279n; report USG's schedule, 224; in London, 224n; cover Cuba,
24411, 247n, 393-94; in Mo., 297n;
in Sweden, 5 l 9; Republican, 559; in
Nashville, 542; in N.C., 548; Australian,
551; in Fla,, 576; in Tenn., 425; foment
political discord, 446; in Japan, 460,
462; in Va., 470
New York: carpetbagger from, 9611; Viem1a commissioners from, ISi n, 135115411, 156n, 151n, 154n; Adirondacks,
148n; vols., 15111, 179n, 24511, 247n,
4 12, 425; Republicans in, 176n; USG
travels through, I-9 6n; canal in, 266;
college in, 507; multiple officeholding
in, 5 17-J 8; marshal, 36 1; Indians, 57676; legislature, 586; pension examiner,
437; crime in, 447-48; mentioned, 44n,
106

New York, N. Y.: USG's horses in, 11 n,
l0S; Academy of Design, 8 1n; Wall
Street, 8311; involved in patronage, 85,
179, 4•13, 414; Germans in; 8611, 8611;

Civil Service reform in, 93n-95n; Re publicans in, 9911, 26611; USG visits,
108n, 149, 15011, 190; Salmon P. Cbase
dies in, 11611; customhouse, 146n, 146n,
22711, 458; Tammany Hall, 1761 177n,
484; Presbyterians in, 181 n; court in,
194n; Quakers in, 20611; anti-slavery
agitators in, 20911; during 1873 panic,
21511-1411, 2 15 and n, 216, 2 17n, 218111
2l9n-20n; banks in, 224-n, 250 and n;
religious convention in, 226n; during

Yirginiusaffair, 246n, 247n, 248n, 249n,
262n, 395; pacifists in, 27811; Coopel'
Institute, 27911; boarding houses in,
-5 17-! 8; college in, 528; harbor, 328;
during Civil War, 556; fraud in assay
office, 570; charter, 586; orphans in,
389; oceanic cables to, 401; Peabody
Education Fund meeting at, 404; arsenal, 406, 406; missionary society in.
418; railroad from, 449; cr ime in, 460;
chamber of commerce, 480-8 I ; commerce in, 495-94; mentioned, 811, I J n,
43n, 6411, 8 I n, 88n, 128n, I S9n, 147,i,
14811, 166n, 16911, 177n, 18211, 18511,
191n, 19711, 22171, 26811, 266n, 27771,
278n, 280n, 282n, 28411, 287n, 294n,
299n, 526, 364, S60, 861, S65, 569,
391,403,407, 4 1!!, 415,417,42 1,434,
441,443, 448,451 , 479
New Tork (mail steamer), 465
New York and Erie (railroad), I0S
New York and Long Branch Railroad,
448-49

New York Central Railroad, 868
New Tork Evetiing Post(newspaper), 18911
New Tork Herald (newspaper), 1s2n.
16611, 185n, 280n, 549, 595-94

New- York Historical Society, New Yorl<,
N.Y.: documents in, 180n, 26211-6511,
25411, S6 l , 599, 488, 484

New Tork Post (newspaper), 9511
New York Public Librar y, New York,
N. Y.: documents in, 4211, 82, 229n, 24811,
4 10

New York Su11 (newspaper), 5411
Nl!W York Times (newspaper), 11111,
1S511, 195 and n, 24711, 27811
NlfW Tork Tribune (newspaper), 9211, 9471,
9511, 15711, 18911

Index
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Nez Perce, 371,418
Niagara FaJls, N.Y., 356
Niblack, William E. (U.S. Representative), 152n
Nicaragua, sso
Nice, France, 25 J n
Nichols, Charles H. (insane asylum superintendent), 370
Nichols, James (of Buncombe County,
N.C.), 346
Nick kah wah shin ton kah (Osage), 26n
Niernsee, John R. (Vienna commissioner), 12911
Noble, John W (attorney), I ! Sn
No-Pa-Watha (Osage), 423-25
Norfolk, Va., 110, 200n, 247n, 382, 412n,
434

Norris, Basil (U.S. Army), 293, 294n
Norris, William (ofSao Francisco), 183n
North, James M. (ofAtchison, Kao.), S06
Northbrook, Lord Thomas George Baring (Gov. General oflndia), 92n
North Carolina, 15n, 6?n, 275n- 76n,
327, 346-48, 356-56, S66, 382, 38990, 401-2, 475-76, 484-85, 488
North Easton, Mass., 27911

Northern Central (railroad), !OS
Northern Central Railway Co., 106n7n

Northern Pacific Railroad,

113n, 1S7,

349,432,437

North Reading, Mass., 471
Northwestern University, Evanston. £11.,
47n

No.rvell, L. C. (of Miss.), 411
Nol'walk, Ohio, 129n
Norway, 444,482
Noyes, Edward F. (Gov. of Ohio), 19911,
387

Nugent, M. (of La.), 125 n
Nunn, David A. (U.S. Representative),
108n, 322-23, 429, 442
Nutt, Julia (of Natchez), 587-88

Nye, James W (U.S. Senator), S9n, 25411,
S57

Oakley & Smith (stables), I I n
Oaths, 381, 468
Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, 390
O'Brien, Charles H. (policeman), 384

O'Connor, Henry (U.S. State Dept.),
186n

Oconto, Wis., l 99n
Odeneal, T. B. (Indian superintendent),
418

Odessa, Russia, 3+S
Oestliche Post (newspaper), 86n
Oglesby, Richard J. (U.S. Senator), 60,
585,483

Ohio: patronage in, 84 and n, 85 n, 17Sn;
vols., 12911, 199n, Sl2; during 18 72
campaign, ts8n; Jesse Root Grant in,
162n, centennial commissioner, 184n;
during Modoc uprising, 199n; USG
will visit, 226n; USMA applicant from,
398; politics, 408; judges in, 481-SQ;
mentioned, 69n, 234n, 241 n, ss I, 419,
432, 4SS

Ohio County, Ky., S96
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio:
documents in, 57n, !OS, llOn-1111,
11 In, I 12n-13n, 175n, 205n, 246n,
256n (2), 367-58, S58, 432, 432-SS

O'Kelly, James J. (journalist), 393-94
0 'Kelly, Stephen (sculptor ), 393
Oklahoma, University ot: Norman, Okla.:
document in, 218n
Okmulgee, Indian Territory, 485
Okubu Toshimichi (Japanese minister),
462

Oley, John (West Va. Vols.), ss+
Omaha. Neb., I 10, 11 411, 549, S64, 565
Omaha Public Library, Oma.ha, Neb.:
documents in, 288, 454
O'Neill, Charles (U.S. Representative),
324

Ong, Thomas (appraiser), 38~- 89
Orange, NJ., 459
Orange County, N.Y., 59, \ OS,

l<l-4,

145n, 166n

Ord, Edward 0 . C. (U.S. Army), 111-11
Ord, James C. (U.S. Army), 350-5 l
Ord, Placidus (U.S. Army), SSO
Oregon, 86, 88n, l97n-98n, 200n, 20111,
202n, 204n, 206n, S27, 571, 385-86,
4 17-19
Orne, James H. (of Philadelphia), l,'l5tl,
363

Orne, Sally B. (widow of James H. Orhe),
135n

Index
Orphans,84,28Sn,389,414,428
Orr, James L. (minister to Russia), son,
108n, 167n, 320, S90
Orth, Godlove S. (U.S. Representative),
171n, 426
Orton, William (Western Union Telegraph Co.), 362
Osages, 20-21, 2 ln-28n, 423-25, 44647
Osborn, Thomas A. (Gov. of Kan.), 23n,
27n
Osborn, Thomas 0 . (minister to Argentina), 467
Osborn, Thomas W. (U.S. Senator), 96n,
381
Osgood, Cyrus K. (postmaster), 77n
Otisco, Mich., 389
Ottawa, Canada, 279n
Otto, William T. ( Act. Secretary of the
Interior), 364
Ottumwa, Iowa, 349
Ouray (Ute), 242n-43n
Owen River (Calif.), 310
P acific Mail Steamship Co., 463
Packard, Stephen B. (U.S. marshal), 4n,
5 I, 63n, 54n, 5611

Page, Ben (of Ala.), 430
Page, Kidder & Fletcher (coal tar distillers), 195n
Pago Pago, Samoa, JO In
Paine, Halbert E. (attorney), 9911, 175n
Paine, Henry W. (attorney), 4i5
Paine, James H. (of Ohio), l 75n-76n
Painter, Howard {Vienna commissioner),
13 1n

Palermo, Sicily, 373
Palestine, t 8on, 181 n, s 12
Palmer, Frank W. ( Chicago lnter-Octan),
24771
Palmer, .John M. (Gov. of Ill.), 1311n
Palmer, Lewis (of Concordville, Pa.),
204n-5n
Palmer, Roundel) (British statesman),
285n
Palmerston, Lord (British prime mlruster), 444
Palo Pinto County, Tex., 439-4-0
Panama, S2S, S24
Panic oft87S, 21 I ll, 2 13, 2 13n-l4n, 2 15
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and n, 216 and n, 217, 217n-18n, 21819, 219n- 20n, 222-23, 226, 229-30,
251n, 261-66, 268,269, 270-71, 27411,
279n, 286n, 460, 490-9 1
Pardons, 197n, 202n-6n, 312, 335'-36,
389,391,396, 439, 466,483
Paris, France, 60n, 112n, 127n, lll8n,
129n, 130n, !Sin, 132n, 13511, 152n,
162n, 168n, 169n, 220n, 249n, 25 1n,
294n, 438, 464
Park, S. Babcock,368
Parker, Charles C. (Presbyterian minister), 6911
Parker, Ely S. (Commissioner of Indian
Affairs), 24n, 418
Parker, John H. (cashier), 3 17
Parkes, Harry S. (British minister to
Japan), 460
Parsippany, NJ., 6911
Par's ons, Richard C. (U.S. Representative), 17511
Patents, 32- SS, 53n, 162 n, 272
Paterson, Emma A., 303
Patrick, Mathewson T. (U.S. marshal),
4 1n
Patterson, James W. (U.S. Senator), 307
Patterson, John F. (Cuban agent), 24911
Patterson, John J. (U.S. Senator), 380
Patterson, Margaret (of Lincoln, Ill.),
370
Patterson, Robert (of Philadelphia), 2 11
Pau.l (Emperor ofRussia), 19111
Paul, Franc. M. (of Brownsville, Tenn.),
442

Payne, Henry W. (Boston attorney),
1-Hn

Payne, J. Scott (U.S. Army), 524- 25
Payne, John K. (professor), s Is
Peabody, Daniel W. (collector of Internal
Revenue), 354
Peabody, George (philanthropist), 138111
154n, 404
Pearce, Charles E. (St. Louis attorney),
354

Pearl Harbor (Hawaii), 7211
Pearson, Timothy(U.S. Treasury agent),
100n
Pearson, William D. (U.S. consul}, 37:J
Pease, Fellows B. (Indian agent), l!S8n,
23911
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Peck, George R. (U.S. District Attorney),
306

Pedro U (Emperor of Brazil), 415
Peel, Robert (British statesman), .224n
Peirce, Henry A. (minister to Hawaii),
13n

Peking, China, 463
Pelham, N.Y., +85
Pembina, Dakota Territory, 194n, 3 i 7
Penn, Clement (of La.), 125 n
Penn1ngton, John L. (Gov. of Dakota
Territory), 401-2, ,~os, 461-52
Pennsylvania: Vienna commissioners
from, I 2 9n, t 3 In; vols., I 29n, 349; appointments in, 141n; hosts centennial,
159, 160n; Jesse Root Grant from,
162n; Republicans in, 181n; pacifists in,
24671l blacks in, 24711; patronage involving, 378; mentioned, 256n, 33 1,
89 1,488,448,482

Pennsylvania, Historical Society of, Philadelphia, Pa.: documents in, 55- 56,
105, 109 and n, 158, .211, soo, sos (2),
806-1, 319
Pennsylvania, University of, Philadelphia, Pa., 261n
Pennsylvania Central Railroad, .S68
Pennsylvania Railroad, 12911
Pensacola, Fla., 469
Pensions: agents, t ton, 111 n, 295, 295n98n, 432, 480, 488; for disabled veterans, 290-91, 29111, 452-58; for women,
SS0-3 1, 333, 469, 482; for veterans,
359; for insanity, 370, 428; for blacks,
878-74; improperly de.nied, 403-4:,
448; examiners, 437; rescinded, 453;
mentioned, 27411; 414Peoria, Ill., 251 n
Perce, Legrand W. (U.S. Representative), 372
Perham, Sidney (Gov. of Maine)i 13811,
458

Perry, Aaron F. (Cincinnati attorney),
69n, 70n, 161 n

Perry, Charles E. (U.S. consul), 383-84
Perry, H. D. (of Albany, N.Y.), S83-84
Perry, James (of Brooklyn), 248n
Perryville, Ky., battle of, S30, 381
Peru, 400, 482

Peterboro, N. Y., 64n, sos, 4S6
Petersburg, Mo., son
Petersburg, Va., S7 I, S75, 470
Pettibone, Augustus H. (Asst. U.S. District Attorney), 488
Pfeiffer, Albert H. (of Colorado Territory), 24Sn
Phelps, Charles (physician), 437
Phelps, William W. (U.S. Representative), 494
Philadelphia, Pa.: convention in, 9n,
S2 1; USG delays visiting, 110; medical
school in, 142-1•3; plans centennial,
149 and ,i, 150n, 158 and n, 15 9, 160ri;
pacifists in, 198n, 202n-3n; USG at,
211; religious convention in, 225,t;
during Virginius affair, 246n; retiring
board in, 26011; patronage involving,
soon; U.S. Mint at, 328; fraud in, 896;
mentioned, 34n, 85n, 64n, 67n, 109n,
I SOn, ! S in, 1S4n, IS5n, 161n, 18111,
183n, 19211, 201n, 20 4n, 205n, 211n,
227 and n, 286 and n, 261n, 275n, 27611,
282n, 287n, 312, 319, s2s, 324, sso,
338,349,858,863,S65,379,S8S,S84,
4 10,448,490,491,494

Philadelphia Evming Bulletin (newspaper), 201n
Pliiladelphia Press (newspaper), 201 ti
Phillipp, James (genealogist), 444
Phillips, John Van Cleve (geologist),
IS4'n-S5n
Phillips, Samuel F. (U.S. Solicitor General), 382, 401, 1-02
Phillips, Stephen H. (Hawaiian official),
71n

Phillips, Wendell (reformer), 20411
Phillips, William A. (U.S. Representative), 2211, S5 I
Phoenix, Md., 381
Pickett, George B. (U.S. Army), 488-84
Picotte, Charles F. (Sioux agent), 455
Piegans, 19871, 371
Pierce, H. R (deputy collector), 371
Pierce, Henry L. (Mayor of Boston),
142n

Pierce, James 0 . (Tenn. judge), 429
Piermont, Nev., S97
Pierrepont, Edwards (of New York City):
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Index
declines diplomatic appointment, 108n;
letter to, Sept. 6, 187 3, 211 n; informed
about USG's travels, 21 I 11; offers-financial advice, 279n; as attorney gen., 341
Pike, Albert (attorney), 469
Pike County, Ill., 304
Pike's Peak (Colorado Territory), 393,
493

Pilot Knob, Mo., 13n
Pinchback, Pinckney B. S. (Lt. Gov. of
La.), 3, Sn-4n, Sn, 6n, 291 n
Pinckney, Joseph C. {of New York City),
10811

Pinnell, William L. (postmaster), 425
Piraeus, Greece, 466
Pittsburgh, Pa., 13111, 181 n, 198n, 207,
20711- 811, 209n, 210, 21 l , 36i!., 363,
378,379,434,447,449
Pittstown, N.Y., 166n
Piutes, 471
Plano, lli., 40n

Platt, James- H., Jr. (U.S. Representative), 28911
Plattsburg, N.Y., 326
Point Pleasant, Ky., 396
Point Pleasant, Ohio, 408
Poland, Luke P. (U.S. Representative),
40n, 41n, 2-8311

Polaris (U.S. Navy), ·H 11-22
Polk County, Ga., 71311
Polk County, Tex., 492
Pollard, Ala., 436
Polo de Bernabe, Jose (Spanish minister),
248n, 249n, 26211, 393- 94

Pomeroy, Samuel C. (U.S. Senator),
JS8n,S06,S06,35J,364

Pool, John (ofN.C.), 276n-76n, 382
Pope Cou11ty, Ark., 352
Pope-Hennessy, John (Gov. ofBahamas),
444

Portage, Wis., 8411, 330
Porter, David D. (U.S. Navy), 466
Porter, Horace (secretary to USG): corresponds for USG, 4n, 64n, 85n, 103111-n, 134n, 153n; reviews Badeau biography, 167n, 16811., 16911-7011-; assesses
chjefjustice nomination, 285n
Potter, Lucy M. (postmaster), l30JI, 344,
481

Porter, William A. (Alabama claims
commission), 276n
Port Jervis, N.Y., 139n
Portland, Maine, 291n, 308
Portland, Ore., 41 n, 88n, 417,418
Port Mahon, Spain, 314
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, <1-93
Portsmouth, Va., 76n
Portugal, 337,378,388, 493
Potter, Platt (N.Y. judge), 19411
Potts, Benjamin F. (Gov. of Montana
Territory), 237n-3811
Powderface (Arapaho), 470
Powder River, 437
Powers, Ridgley C. (Gov. of Miss.), S26,
435-36

Prague, Austria, 182n, 323, 450
Prall, John A. (pension agent), 480
Pratt, Daniel D. (U.S. Senator), 15211,
17111, 3)5, 379-80

Presbyterians, 60n, 69n, 181 n, 348, 410,
418

Preston, Stephen (Haitian minister), i i>,
45n-46n

Price, Jesse, 3 7 3
Price, Nathan, S04
Prince, Jacob (of Freeport, UL), 463
Prince Edward County, Va., 371
Prince Georges County, Md., 3.'ln
Princeton l)niversity, Princeton, N.J.:
document in, 18911; graduate, 433
Prisoners: rumors of, 16 and n; duri11g
Civil War, 77n, 4.'17; in Canada, 193,
19311-96n; Modoc, 196, J 96n-97n,
199n-206n; from Virginius, 2H, 244715111, 25211-5.'111; reformers consider,
303; during Mexican War, 326; in Russia, 336; press gang, 366; in Miss., 377;
in Kf, 389; in Dakota Territory, 391;
in Cuba, 393-94; blacks, 4 1 I; Indian,
439; for illegal liquor sales, 466
Probasco, Henry (ofOhlo), 184n
Propper, George N. (attorney), 377-78
Prosser, William F. (postmaster), 341,
.'142,478

Pryor, Roger A. (N.Y. attorney), 262n
Puerto Rico, 13211, 250n, 251 n
Pullman Car Co., 49
Pulaski, Casimir, 449
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Purman, William J. (U.S. Representative), 97n, 99n, 381
Purnell, Thomas F. (U.S. marshal), 90n,
3S6

Puyallups, 371
Quaker City (steamship), 431
Quakers, 192n, 204n-5n, 235-36, 278n,
S57-58,432
Quarles, John F. (U.S. consul), 314
Quigley, Hagh (missionary), 427
Quillehutes, 47 1
Quinaielts, 471
Quinby, Isaac F. (U.S. marshal), 307
Quincy, m., 261n, 366

R acine, Wis., 312, 354, 360
Railroads: on Tndiart land', 22n-24n,
26n- 28n, l Un, 485-86; advance civilization, 65n; corruption involving, 69n;
commissioners, 73n, 75n, 432; horses
shipped via, l03; annual passes, I06n7n; through New York City, 190; in
N.H., 196n; accident, 208n; in commerce, 251 n; in Europe, 25 l n; through
USG's farm, 258; rates, 278n; to New
Orleans, 339; in N.C., S48; Northern
Pacific, 349; Union Pacific, 362-66;
bilk foreign investors, 368; in Mexico,
S91; dispute routes, 4-48-49; in Calif.,
449; in Japan, 461; land gtants, 47 1;
early history, 473; mentioned, 209n,
265
Raleigh, N.C., S82, 390, 402
Ralston, Harriet N, (copyist), 414
Ramsey, Alexander (U.S. Senator), 48n
Rand, W illiam S. (of Vanceburg, Ky.),
IS2n

Randolph, John B. (U.S. Army), 4S4, 455
Raritan River (NJ.), 448
·
Raster, Herman (collector of Internal
Revenue), 9n
Ravenna, Ohio, 84n, 85n
Rawle, Francis (Philadelphia attorney),

soon
Rawlins, Cornelius (of Memphis), 34S44
Rawlins, James B. (son of John A. Rawlins), 144, 145 and n, 147n
Rawlins, John A. (U.S. Secretary ofWar):

Index
estate of, 14-4-45, l45n-48n; widow
dies, 146n-+7n; supyorted Cuban rec,-.
ognition, 209n; administers dept., 288n;
friend of, 369; portrait painted, 444;
mentioned, +78
Rawlins, Robert (of Tarrant County,
Tex.), 3S6
Rawlins, Steven C., Evanston, DJ.: document owned by, 144<-45
Rawlins, William D. (brother ofJohn A.
Rawlins): letter to, June 18, 1875, 14445

Rawlins, Wyoming Territory, 2+111
Rawson, E. B. (of Key West, Fla.), 97n
Ray, Charles M. (USMA applicant), 345
Ray, John (of New Orleans), 228n, 4-07
Raymond, Rossiter W. (professor), 328
Rayner, Kenneth (Alaliama cfaims commission), 275n-76n
Read, Edward J. (of Brownsville, Tenn.).
10871

Read, George B. (U.S. Army), 465
Read, John Meredith, Jr. (U.S. consulgeneral), 25 I ii
Read, Lizzie B. {of Algona, Iowa), 321
Read, Mrs., 465
Reading, Pa., ls 1 n
Ready, James W. (of Nashville), 342Reconstruction: in La., s, 3n-6n, 5 1-53,
5Sn- 55n, S88; assessed, 61-61; in Fla.,
99n; in Va., 288n, 289n; in Ala., 430;
mentioned, 74n, 76n, 516
Red Bank, N.C., 475
Red Cliff Reservation, W is., 426
Red Cloud (Sioux), l ISn
Red Cloud Agency, Dakota Territory,

11sn, 114n
Redpath, James (New York Tn'bune), 82n
Red River, U5n, 520
Red Sjdes (Crow), 2S7
Redstone, Albert E. (labor official), S929S

Reed (of Mass.), Min
Reed, Harrison (Gov. of Fla.), 96n-97n
Reed, Silas (surveyor gen.): telegram to,
July 17, 1875, l70; restored, 170, 170n74n

Religion: Mormons, S1, 58n-42n, SM;
chaplains, 47, +7n-49n, S15, 320;
Methodists, 59n, 179, 180n, 357, 418;

Index
chapel in Paris, 60n; Pi:esbyterians,
69n, 18 ln., 548,410, 1,18; missionaries
in Hawaii, 71n; Jews, 96n, I55n, 45051; in Samoa, 101 n-2n; Grant family

attends church, 106; black ministers,
155n; Baptists, 181 n; Mennonites, 191,
191 n-95n; Quakers., 192n, 204n-5n,
255-56, 256n, 278n, S57, S.?8, 452;
among Indians, 205n, 284n, 575, 41819, 427,447,454,455,456,458; Evangelical Alliance, 224-25, 225n-26,1;
Unitarians, 248n; Episcopalians, 261n,
427; fanatical rhetoric, 512; Catholics,
418,427; Congregationalists, 419,427;
missionaries, 444; church, 488
Reneau, N. S. (of Batesville, Miss.), 525
Renwick, James (Vienna commissioner),
l58n

Republican Party: in La., 5n-6n, 58n55n, 123n, 12511, I 2611., 292n, 880, 588,
4-07; in Nev., 89;in Ala., 4511-45n, 5 17,
4-02, 437; duty toward blacks, 65n; and
women, 66n, 158111 821; in Mass., 66n,
484; in Ga., 77n-79h, 514, 582; defectors, 88n; Germans in, 86n; in O re.,
88n; in Tex., 90n, 91n, 588; in Fla., 96n,
97n-98n, 99n, 576, 880, 881, 4-08; in
New Mexico Territory, 12011, 425; in
Del., 140n; during 1872 campaign,
169n; in Wyoming Territory, 171111
172n, 17Sn; in Ind., 174n, 525; in N. Y.,
17611, 256n, 487-88; in Pa., 18111, 578,
579;in Chicago, 247n; supported, 276n,
278n, 521, 859, 84-0, 361,868,864, !!68,
'372, 495; attacks George H. Williams,
28511, 286n; in Va., 288n, 289n-90n,
517, 371, 876, 445, 478-79; in Mo.,
297 71, 353-54, 856, S60; leadership,
299n; in S.C., 3 16, 520, 495; in New
York City, 518; in West Va., 5 19; in
Tenn., 820, 825, 840, 341, 342, 843,
544, 554, 4 19, 428,429,477; in Miss.,
325, 435, 469-70; fodians support, 528;
in Md., 35 1; in N.C., 84.5-48, 382,402,
488; in Kan., 551; in Ark., 552, 390; in
Mich., 569; in South, 375; in Wis., 402,
476, 477; Congregationalists in, 419;
origins, 434; in Ky., 480; mentioned,
74n, 92n, 255n, 598, 412
Republican River, J 12n

541
Revels, Hiram R. (Miss. secretary of
state), 325, 357
Revolutionary War, 328, 386, 390, 410
Rexford, James P. (of Nashville), 354
Reyburn, Robert (physician), 96n, 4'7980
Reynolds, Charles A. (U.S. Army), 471
Reynolds, Edwin (of Metomen, Wis.),
471

Reynolds, Joseph J. (U.S. Army), 465
Reynolds, Robert M. (minister to Bolivia), 45n-45n
Reynolds, William (U.S. Navy), 421
Reynolds, William B. (U.S. Army), 471
Rhine River, 438
Rhode Island, 78n
Rhodes, J. H. (of Oconto, Wis.), 199n
Riceboro, Ga., 332
Richards, Daniel (U.S. Tax Commissioner), 11-17
Richards, Henry (British statesman),
416,417
Richards, J.M. (of Chicago), 18471
Richardson, Albert D. (New York Tribune), 9271
Richardson, William A. (U.S. Secretary
of the Treasury): letter to, Nov. 3, 1873,
1271; nominated, 82 and n; handles
USG's salary, 88n-89n; involved in appointments, 90111 141n, 582, 399; and
Civil Service reform, 95n, 385, 48889; evaluates expatriation rules, 189n;
manages national finances, 2 t 4n- I 5n,
222, 279n, 437; in 1873 panic, 215,
280n; letter to, Oct. 19, 1878, 221 n;
invited to dinner, 221 n; administers
dept., 817-18, 880, +19, 420, 428, 455,
450, 451, 465, 485; endorsement to,
March 20, 1875, 582; endorsement to,
March 24, 1873, 384; appoints women,
414; endorsement to, Sept. 12, 1873,
450; telegram to, Sept. 25, 1875, 454;
assists George M. Robeson, 454; w1dated endorsement to, 486
Richmond, George B. (weigher), 316
Richmond, Va.: USG to visit, 76' and 71,
110; during Civil War, 12911, 167n, 308,
509, 530, 352, 356, 867, 412; mentioned, 285n, 288n, 289n, 29011
Richmond County, N.Y., 176n
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Ricketts, Fanny L., 4S8
Ricketts, James B. (U.S. Army), 1-38
Ridgely, John (physican), S21
Ridgley, Henderson (U.S, Army}, S21
Riggs, George W (banker), 428
Riley, William G. (U.S. consul), 467-68
Ripley, Ohio, 281 n, 387
Risley, D.R. (Indian agent), l lSn, 114n
Rives, Alexander (Va. judge), 289n,
290n, 376-77

Roberts, A. F. (of New York City), 194n
Roberts, B. Rush, 205n
Roberts, Benjamin S. (U.S. Army), S 13,
464-65

Roberts, Elizabeth S. (wife of Benjamin
S. Roberts), 465
Roberts, Evelyn P. (USMA applicant),
464

Roberts, Harris L. (U.S. Army), 464-65
Roberts, John S. (U.S. Army), 47 1
Roberts, Mr., S57, S58
Roberts, Nancy J. (wife of John S. Roberts), 471
Robertson, James M. (U.S. Army), 32527

Robertson, Thomas J. (U.S. Senator),
108n

Rodman, Francis (of Mo.), s22
Rogers, Sarah T. (of Philadelphia),
205n-6n

Rogersj Susan F. (daughter of Hamilton
Fish), 209n
Rogerski, Samuel (murder victim), 411
Rogersville, Tenn., 423
Roosevelt, Theodore (Vienna commissioner), 15Sn
Root, Joseph P. (minister to Chile), S51
Rose, John (financier), 21 8 n
Rosecrans, William S. (U.S. Army), 330
Rosenbach Foundation, Philip H. &
A. S. W., Philadelphia, Pa.: document
in, 472-73
Ross, William P. (Cherokee), 2111- 2211
Rothwell, Nellie C., La Jolla, Calif.: document owned by, 473
Rotterdam, Holland, 86n
Roudanez, Louis C. {of La.), 388
Round Valley Reservation, Calif., 871
Rowe, R. J. (Indian agent), 492
Rowe, Sam (Indian agent), 492
Royce, Charles H. (U.S. consul), 182n
Ruby, George T. (Tex. senator), 90n
Rucker, Daniel H. (U.S. Army), 126 and
n

Robeson, George M. (U.S. Secretary of
the Navy): as act. secretary of war,
s,i,1, 114n, 123n, 385, S9S, 403; renominated, 82; and centennial, 149,n, 158,
160n; in JTirginius affair, 24811, 949n;
administers dept., 269, 428-29, 438,
454, 487; recommends Hamilton Fish
for chief justice, 28.Sn; upon Frederick
Dent's death, 29411; involved in appointments, 405; plans vacation, 421 ;
reports on Polaris survivors, 421-22;
reports fire, 434; mentioned, 88n, 279n
Robeson, John T. (U.S. c011sul), 4 19
Robinson, Alfred K, (of Ohio), 84n
Robinson, Edward (U.S. consul), 419
Rochester, Ind., 380
Rochester, N. Y, 307
Rochester, University of, Rochester, N. Y.:
documents in, S74 (2)
Rock Island, Ill., 483
aockwell, Lewis C. (U.S. District Attorney), 538
Rodgers, Fairman (of Philadelphia), 328
Rodgers, Robert (professor), 328
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Ruddock, David S. (Union Pacific Railroad), 862
Ruestow, Mrs. Paul E., Jacksonville, Fla.:
documents owned by, 146n, 19611
Ruggles, George D. (U.S. Army), 308
Ruggles, Henry (U.S. consul), S61-62
Runkle, Benjamin P. (U.S. Army), 11611
Running Bull (Sioux), 458
Ruppaner, Anthony (Vienna commissioner), 15Sn, 1.56n
Rusk, Jeremiah M. (U.S. Representative): letter to, Dec. 9, 187S, 290-91;
frames pension law, 290-91, 291n
Russell, Daniel L. (N.C. judge), 476
Russia: U.S. consul in, 12n; minister to,
son, 108n, 279n, Sl9, 879, .'390, S99,
400, 438; immigration &om, 191,
191n-93n, 274n; prisoner in, 335; in•
terested in Japan, 463, 464; U.S. relations with, 479; negotiates extradition
treaty, 488; mentioned, 93n, 404, 449

Rutgers University, New Brunswick,
N.J.: document in, S37
Ryan, Daniel (of La.), 125n
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Ryan, Washington A. C. (Yirginiusprisoner), 244n, 245n-46n
Ryerson, Martin (Alabama claims commission), 276n
Sackets Harbor, N.Y., 2Sl
Sacramento, Calif., 197n, S57
Saget, Nissage (Haitian president), 45n46n
Saguache, Colorado Territory, 24• In,
.242n
Sailor, William (of Marietta, Pa,), S97n
St. Augustine, Fla., S24, 4SS
St. Bernard Parish, La., S88
St. Clair River (Mich.), 267
St. James, Mo,, S70
St. James (steamship), 281n
St. John, Charles (U.S. Representative),
1S91l, 14011, 182n
St. Johns, Fla., sao-s 1
St. John's, Newfoundland, i2 1
St. Louis, Mo.: courts in, 18n, 1911; USG
visits, 1911,49,5411, IOOandn, 105,106,
107, 110 and n, 1 lln, 115 aad n, 121n,
15Sn, 198n, 294 and n, SSS; collector of
Internal Revenue at, 2S2n; as a port,
25 In; Frederick Dent buried at, 29S and
n; patronage involving, 295n, 296119811, SSS-64, 356; during Civil War,
S70; police, S82; marine hospital, 41920; bridge at, 468; mentioned, 2211, 6511,
70n, 11711, 11811, I 2671, I so,1, IS 111,
1S2n, 170n, 17211, I 7Sn, 2S2, 2SS and n,
.2S4n, 247 n, SOS, S11, S45, S54, S601
S6S, S79,S81,S86, S90,427,4Sl,4S2,
484,494
St. Louis County, Mo., 16-18, l 8n-20,1,
56,56n,58-59,6911,2s1
St. Marks, Fla., 9811
St. Martin Parish, La., 12s11
St. Mary Parish, La., 405
St. Marys, Ga., 7871
St. Paul, Minn., 4711, 19411, 19511, 454
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10871, 1,'l0n, S74,
400, 464, 488
Salem, Mass., 20611
Salem, Ore., S27
Salem, Va., 478
Salgar, Eustorjio (Colombian president),
SH

Salina, Kan., 22n
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Salt, 29, SO, S 1n, S211
Salter, Thomas (of Ala.), 4S0
Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, 2011, ss11,
S911, 41n, S44
Salvador, 524, S80
Samoa, 101 , 101n-S11
Sampson, Archibald J., 18111
San Antonio, Tex., 355
Sanborn, Frank N. (of Fla.), 9911
San Cosme Garita, Mexico, battle of,
S26-27
San Diego, Calif., 357
Sands, Benjamh1 F. (U.S. Navy), 1,75
Sandy Hook, N.J., S28
Sanford, Henry S., S74-75, 408
San Francisco, Calif.: Modoc prisoners
at, 197 n; s11rveyor at, S68; in l872
presidential election, S80; newspapers
in, S82, S8S; U.S. Mint in, 410; marshal
at, 449; mentioned, 10171, J0811, l8S11,
2SS,i, 280n, 281n, SIO, S51, S57, 886,
S96,S99,4S6,447,467,488
Sang,Mr. and Mrs. Philip D., River Forest, Ill.: document owned by, 227-28
Sanger, George P. (U.S. District Attorney), 14111-42n
Sanjo Sanetomi (Japanese minister), 46S
Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory, 120n
Santiago de Cuba, 24411, 245111 249n
Santo Domingo, 62, 111 n, 24511, 276n77n, 279n-80n, S97
Sa-pu-wan-e-re (Ute), 24111-4211
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 15611
Sargent, Aaron A. (U.S. Senator), 12n,
S57,S68,S82,4l0,474
Sartoris, Algernon (husband of Nel]je
Grant), 16S-64, 16411
Sartoris, Edward J. (father-in-law of
Nellie Grant): letter to, July 7, 187S,
16S- 64; son's intentions probed, 16S64, 164n
Satanta (Kiowa), 9011, I lln, 200n, 4S9,
440
Sauer, Emil (of New York City), 1s111
Sauer, George (Vienna commissioner),
!Sin
Saunderson, Dr., 16
Savannah, Ga., 7711, 78n, 7911; 24811, SS2,
S8S
Savery, Annie (of Des Moines), s21-22
Sawyer (ofN.C.). S47

Index
Sawyer, James (of Milwaukee), 28 I 11
Sawyer, Oscar G. (Salt Lake Journal), 41 n
Sayler's Creek (Va.), battle of, 412
Saylor, William A. (Tex. senator), 90n9 In

Saxony, Germany, 586
Scarritt, Irene G. (of Pensacola), 469
Scarritt, Jeremiah M. (U.S. Army), -1>69
Schaeffer, Michael (Utah Territory Supreme Court), 42n
Scharf, J. Thomas (historian), 442-45
Schenck, Frederick H. (U.S. consul), 562
Schenck, Robert C. (minister to Great
Britain)1subject ofjest, 81n; USG sends
regards to, 166; visits Paris, 168n;
charged with swindling, 179; letter to,
Jan. 10, 1875, 18Sn; letter to, April 9,
187S, tssn; assists travelers, l8Sn; recommends appointment, 276n; assists
oceanic cable initiative, 401
Schiff, Jacob H, (of New York City), I SSn
Schofield, John M. (U.S. Army): reports
on Hawaii, 71n-72n; suppresses Modoc uprising, 197n, 198n, 199n-200n,
20 In, 202n; recommends appointments,
281n, 488; mentioned, 114n
Schoharie, N.Y., 245n
Schultz, Jackson S. (Vienna commissioner), 94n, 15Sn, 156n
Schuly, Otto A. (of Chicago), 247n
Schurz, Carl (U.S. Senator), Sn, 9n, 81 n,
85n, ! Sin, 172n, 299
Schwarz, 162n
Scidmore, Eliza C. (lJ.S. Treasury Dept.),
18Sn-81'n

Scofield, Cyrus I. (U.S. District Attorney), 24n, S06
Scofield, Glenni W. (U.S. Representative), 579
Scotland, 127 n, 419
Scott, Dred, 27671
Scott, Gustavus H . (U.S. Navy), 24711
Scott, John (of Va.), 446
Scott, John (U.S. Senator), IS In
Scott, John R. (collector), SB t
Scott, Robert N. (U.S. Army), 427
Scott, William A. (of New York City),
405

Scott, Winfield (U.S. Army), 87n,

sos,
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Sears, Barnas (Peabody Fund), LS8n, 404

Seaver, George A. (principal), 370-71
Sedgwick, ThomasD. (ofLouisville), s~o
Seeley, Isaac (of Savannah), 7711
Seligman, J. & W. & Co., Inc., New York,
N.Y.: document owned by, 218n
Semig, Bernard G. (U.S. Army'), 199n
Seminoles, 447, 486
Seneca Falls, N.Y., Sl8
Sener, James B. (U.S. Representative),
288n, 591
Serrell, Edward W. (of New York City),
591-92
Settle, Thomas (ofN.C.), 402
Seward, George F. (minister to China),
SSS,460
Seward, William H. (U.S. Secretary of
State), 140n, 29411, S2S, 434
Sewell, Henry (of Salt Lake City), S9n
Sexton,James,456
Sexton, Joseph F. (postmaster), 8411
Shamp, Thomas B. (of Nev.), SIS
Shanks, John P. C. (U.S. Representative),
24011, 465, 485
Shannon, Oliver, sso
Shannon, Peter C. (Dakota Territory
Supreme Court), S78, 452
Sharon, William (U.S. Senator), 474
Sharp, Alexander (brother-in-law of
USG), 207, 29S
Sharp, Alexander, Jr. (nephew of USG),
29411,409
Sharpe, George H. (U.S. marshal), 94n,
95n

Sharpless, Charles L. (of Pa.): letter to,
Nov. 8, 1873, 235-36; identified, 2S6n
Shaughnessy, Michael (U.S. marshal),
455
Shaw, Albert 0. (U.S. consul), S61
Shaw, Edward (ofMemphis), 544
Shaw, Oscar F. (of Ripley, Ohio), 28111
Shaw, Thomas (of Cincinnati), 398
Sheehan, Mrs., 482
Shelbyville, Tenn., s20, 841
Shellabarger, Samuel (Civil Service
Commission), 104n
Shenandoah (C.S. Navy), 27671
Shenandoah Valley (Va.), 412
Shepherd, Alexander R. (Gov. of D.C.),
21211-1811

Shepherd, J. Henry (of Mill Center,

N.Y.), +12
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Index
Shepley, John R. (St. Louis attorney), 17,
19n, 2011
Sheridan, Philip H. (U.S. Army): Frederick Dent Grant serves under, 106n,
12671, 299; visits USG, 211; in Mexican affairs, 280n; recommends appointments, 281n, 350-51, 381, 465; during Civil War, 412; administers Indian
policy, 439; in La. politics, 452; mentioned, 114n, 289n
Sherley, Zachary M. (of Ky.), 481
Sherman, Charles E. (of Washington,
D.C.), 485
Sherman, Charles T. (U.S. District
Judge), 562, 481-82
Sherman., Ellen E. (wife of William T.
Sherman):letterto,Npv. 17, 1873,257;
urges appointment, 257; mentioned,
481
Sherman, John (U.S. Senator); notifies
USG ofreelection, 67n-68n; and Ohio
patronage, 85n, 156n; recommends appointments, 133n, 136n, 362,564, 59899, 481-82; recommends i;urrency reform, 278n-79n
Sherman, Mary Elizabeth (daughter of
William T. Sherman), 202n
Sherman, Mr., S46, 347
Sherman, William T, (U.S. Army): administers Reconstruction, 311, 411, 54n,
55n; receives report on Hawaii, 71 n,
72n-7Sn; recommends appointments,
9 In, 174n, 229n, 383, 394, S95; and Indian policy, 111 n, 112n, 11411, 241 n,
439; suppresses Modoc uprising, 198n,
199n-20011, 201 n, 202n, 20311; during
Virginius affair, 2+8n; receives post
trader complaint, 349; unable to serve
as act. secretary of W!lr, 585; administers army, 59 1, 482; during Civil War,
4-IS; undated endor~ement to, 468;
handles brother's resignation, 481-82;
mentioned, t 0011, 364
Sherwood, John H. (Vienna commissioner), 13 I n
Sherwood, William L.(U.S. Army), 20211
Shields, Isaac H. (of Richmond), 289n90n

Shiloh, Tenn., battle of, 3S0, S69
Shoemakertown, Pa., 261 n
Shonchis(Modoc), 196, 19711,200n,206n

Shreveport, La., 128n, S80
Shrewsbury, George (of Charleston,
S.C), 495
Shubrick, Irvine (U.S. Navy), S4n
Sickels, Theophilus E., 18Sn
Sickles, Daniel E. (minister to Spain),
244 and n, 246n, 248n, 294, 294n-95n
Sickles, E. T., 24 I 11
Sidney, Colorado Territory, 11811
Siemans, Hermann (Polaris seaman), 422
Sigel, Franz (collector of Internal Revenue), 406
Sigerson (of St. Louis County), 16, 50n
Siletzes, 4 18
Silver, 222-28, 226-27, 240n, 260n,
SS7,S63,472,47S
Simms, John A. (Indian agent), 418
Simons, W. L. (Kan. senator), 2411
Simonson, Jeremiah (inspector of hulls),
4 IS-14
Simonton, James W. (journalist), 449
Simpson, Matthew (Methodist bishop),
s12,350
Sims, Mr., 58
Sinaloa, Mexico, 887
Singapore, 328
SingJes, Mrs. Gordon, Alexandria, Va,:
document owned by, 295n
Sinnot, Patrick B. (Indian agent), 418
Sioux, l t2n-1 4n, 287, 2S8n, 28471, sos,
454-58
Sitcher, John (deputy collector), 96n, 97n
Sitka, Alaska, 465
Skaneateles, N.Y., 275,i
Slack, Hedgeman (U.S. marshal), 319
Slavery: in U.S., 61, I 17; in Puerto Rico,
152n; in Cuba, 20911, 246n, 251n, 57475, 456; in Va., 282n; emancipation,
291; in Md., 33 I; in Ga., S32; in Tex.,
387, SS8; in Ky., 345; threatened in
Ethiopia, 489-90; in Trinidad, 49S
Sloluck (Modoc), 1961 197n, 20611
Sloss, Joseph H. (U.S. Representative),
45n

Small, Edward A. (attorney), 865-66
Smith, Albert (U.S. Army), 442
Smith, Andrew J. (surveyor gen.), 488
Smith, Augusta (of Southport, Conn.),
14511

Smith, Daniel D. (of Englewood, NJ.),
155n
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Smith, David B. (steamboat inspector),
418

Smith, E. Delafield (of New York City),
484

Smith, Edward P. (Commissioner of
Indian Affairs), 456
Smith, Emma (wife of William W.
Smith), 207
Smith, George H. (of Louisville), 5421'8

Smith, Gerrit (of Peterboro, N. Y. ), 64n65n, 112n,SOS,486

Smith, H. Horton (of New York City):
and Rawlins estate, 144, 145,; 146n,
147n, 148n; check to,Jan. 5, 1876, 146n
Smith, Henry M. (of Chicago), 114n
Smitb, J. Ambler (U.S. Representative),
.288n, 87 I, 876

Smith, J. Lawrence (Vienna commissioner), 128n, 1.29n
Smith, James M. (Gov. of Ga.), 582
Smith, James M. C., 486
Smith, Jesse A. (USMA applicant), 527
Smith, John E. (U.S. Army), sss, 494
Smith, Joseph (Mormon leader), 40,z
Smith, Joseph, Ill (Mormon leader), '!On
Smith, Norman M.: letter to, Sept. 5,
1878,207

Smith, Thomas B. (C.S. Army}, 466
Smith, W. Scott (New Tork Post), 95n
Smith, Walter H. (Asst. Attorney General), 40.5
Smith, William A. (U.S. Representative),
882

Smith, William W. (cousin of Julia Dent
Grant): letter to., Aug. 27, 1878, 206-7;
USG plans to visit, 206-7; mentioned,
18171

Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C.: documents in, 468-69, 488; mentioned, 421,484
Smoky Fork River, 11211, 11511
Smyth, William H. (U.S. marshal), 76,
7911

Sneed, IV(oses (of Statesville, Tenn.),
873-74

Sniffen, Culver C. (secretary to USG):
corresponds for USG, llll, tl1'n, SS9,
4·09, 415, 42-1, 480; undated note to,
Sil

btdex
Snyder, John M. (of Georgetown, D.C.).
488

Snyder, William T. (USMA cadet), 488
Sonora, Mexico, 887
South Bend, Ind., 68n, 6911
South Carolina, 28211, 820-21 , 827, 484-,
495

Southern Claims Commission, 5111, 271
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Ill,: documents in, 49, 248n, s Is,
414,444,478-79,494

Southfield, N. Y., 176n
South Mountain (Md.), battle of, 489
Spain: and Florida claims, 46n, 485; politics in, 6011; governs Cuba, 208, 209n,
574, 595-94; and Virgini-us affair, 244,
244n-6ln, 262n-5Sn,274n, 446,460,
462, 489; .rule overthrown, 277n; U.S•
minister to, 294, 294n-9511; mentioned,
182n, 482

Spang, Charles F. (Vienna commissioner), 158n
Spaulding, Oliver L., SIS
Spear, John M. (of Philadelphia), 208n
Speer, Calvin T. (Indian agent), 242n,
244n

Spence, William (U.S. marshal), 84041, 542

Spencer, E. A. (of Milan, Mo.), 448
Spencer,. George E. (U.S. Senator), 45n46n, 367,417

Spencer, William C. (of Baltimore),
508-9

Spies, 856-57, 896
Spinner, Francis E. (U.S. Treasurer), 86,
88n

Spokanes, 418
Spotsylvania Court House, Va., battle of,
16711

Spotted Tail (Sioux), l 1.'l n, I I '!in
Sprague, De W itt C. (U.S. consul), 555
Sprague, William (U.S. Senator), 11611
Springer, William M. (U.S. Representative), 488
Springfield, Ill., 7411, 865,411,488
Springfield, Mass., 829-80
Stack, Edward W, Sea Cliff, N.Y.: document owned by, 100
Stanard, Edwin 0. (U.S. Representative),
11811,29611,564
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Stanbery, George A. (Vienna commissioner), 129n
Stanford, Leland (California Pacific Railroad), 185n
.
Stanley, David S. (U.S. Army), 126, 284n
Stannard, Emily J. (wife of George J.
Stannard), S69
Stannard, George J, (collector), 558-60
Stanton, Edwin L. (D.C. secretary): letter to, Sept. 22, 1875, 216; resigns, 216
and n; identified, 2 l6n-1 7n
Stanton, Edwin M. (tJ.S. Secretary of
War), 217n
Stanton, E)4abeth Cady (suffragist),
65n-66n
Starbuck, Darius H. (U.S. District Attorney), S47
Starkweather, John C. (attorney), 281n
Starkweather, Joseph A. (collector), 97n,
9811

Starr, Albert J. (of Saratoga Springs,
N.Y.), 156n
Starr, David L. (of Allegheny, Pa.), Is 111
Staten Island, N.Y., 9., and n, 94n, 176,
t76n-77n

Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences, Staten Island, N.Y.: document in,
9511-94n

Statesville, Tenn., 575, SH
Steams, Marcellus L. (Act. Gov. offla.),
99n

Stearns, O.w ra P. (U.S. Senator), 48n
Steele, Elijah (of Calif.), 197n
Stei_nberger, Albert B. (special agent),
101 and n, 102n-5n
Stephens, Alexander H.: letter to, Feb.
25, 187!1, 56-57; invites USG to Ga.,
56-57; USG endorses, 446; recommends inventor, 484
Stephenson, Artbur (cashier), !199
Stephenson, George (inventor), 47S
Sterling, Albert N. (attorney), 17, 18,
20n,50n

Sterns, John S. (of Ala.), 450
Stettin, Germany, 551-52
Steubenville, Ohio, 216n, !154
Stevens, Benjamin F. (dispatch agent),
152n
Stevens, Levi (inventor), S86
Stevens Institute, Hoboken, N.J., 128n
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Stevenson, Celso F (USMA applicant),
!172

Stevenson, Sarah Hackett (of Chjcago),
572

Steward, Theophilus G. (ofWilmington,

Det),

JS5n

Stewart, Isaac S., 1 I9n, 527
Stewart, Joseph B., 52 I
Stewart, William M. (U.S. Senator), 74n
Stewart, A. T., &Co, (of New York City),
294n

Stickney, John B. (of Fla.), 408
Stickney, Joseph H. (of Baltimore),
404- 5

Stickney, Joseph L. (U.S. Navy), 405
Stillings, Edward, 504
Stimson, Rodney M . (of Marietta, Ohio),
408

Stipp, George W (U.S. Army), 420
Stockholm, Sweden, 519,482
Stone, Amasa, Jr. (of Cleveland), 365
Stone, Charles P. (U.S. Army), .'J09
Stone, Thomas N. (Mass. senator), 474<75

Stone's River (Tenn.), battle of, sso, 581
Stony Ford, N.Y., 16611
Stowe-Day Foundation, Hartford, Conn.:
documents in, 569-70, 487-88
Sttong, William (U.S. Supreme Court),
25611

Struck by t he Ree (Sioux), 456
Stuart, George H. (Indian commissioner): congratulates USG on -reelection, 67n; serves as Vienna commissioner, 151 n; pleads for Modocs, 20 l n2 n; letter to, Oct. 9, 1878, 224-25;
promotes Evangelical Alliance, 22425, 225n; telegram to, Oct. 8, J 875,
225n; telegrams to, Oct. JO, 1875 (2),
22611; recommends appointment, 276n;
assays mint, .'J28
Stubbs, Mahlon (Indian agent), 449
Sturges, William (USMA applicant),
Sil-12

Sturgis, Samuel D. (U.S. Army), S5S
Stuttgart, Germany, 555,400
Sugar, 7211, 250n, 25 1n, 574-75, 456
Sullivan, Alexander P. (Santa Fe Po.it),
120n

Sullivan, Eugene L. (of Calif.), 599

bzdex
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S11mner, Charles (U.S. Senator),

)7!a!n,

250n, 251n, 292n

S11mner, Jese (ofN.C.), 846
Sunderland, Byron (Presbyterian minister), 224
S1111set Historical Gallery, Asbury Park,
NJ.: document owned by, 146n
Sutlers, 849
Sutro, Adolph H. J. (mining engineer),
472-74

Swachhavner, Elijah R., 20/ln
Swann, ThomasB. (of West Va.), 818-19
Swayne, Noah H. (U.S. Supreme Court),
116n, 255n, 256n, 287n, 429

Sweden, 447,482
Sweet, Benjamin J. (deputy commissioner
of Internal Revenue), 6911
Swift, Charles F. (collector), 474-75
Swift, George W. (U.S. consw), 486
Swinomish, 87 I
Swinton, William (journalist), 168116911

Switzerland, !On, 80n, 189111 854, 867
Syracuse, N.Y., 486
Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y.:
graduate, 807; document in, 486
Syria, 18111
Taffe, John (U.S. Representative), 864
Taft, Alphonso (U.S. Attorney General),
4211,8811

Taggart, David (U.S. Army), 28011
Taggart, John P. (assessor), 69n
Tallahassee, Fla., 97n, 99n, 317, 376
Tangiers, Morocco, 419
Tankersley, Charles W. (Ark. representative), 890
Tarrant Co11nty, Tex., 885, 386
Tassin, Augustus G. (U.S. Army), 372
Tassin, Mary, 872
Taxation: on Uquor, 7, 8n-9n, 466; on
USG's land,. 17, 18, 19n; on imports,
60n; women protest, 66n; in Fla.., 98n;
on Rawlins estate, 146n; tariffs, 21411,
250n, 374..,75, 409; in Ga., 332; on tobacco, 407; reformed._, 480-81
Tayler, Robert W. (comptroller), +2829, 450

Taylor, Alexander H. M. (U.S. Army),
465

Taylor, James W. (U.S. consw), 27911
Taylor, John (of Fredericksburg, Va.),
890-91

Taylor, John (U.S. Senator), 890
Taylor, John M., McLean, Va.: document
owned by, 178
Taylorsville, Tenn., 841
Telegraph, 61, 62, 65n, 10211, 147n, S69,
401,461

Tennessee: patrona.ge involving, 8 IS,
320, 322-23, S24, 348-46, 419; Indians in, 327; U.S. marshals in. 840-42;
vols., 841; military academies in, 343i
Republicans in, 354; U.S. attorneys fo,
429; Ku Klux Klan in, 477-78; crime
in, 488; mentioned, 42n, 108n, 442
Tennessee, University of, Knoxville,
Tenn.: relief bill vetoed, 14, 15n, '29;
doc11IDent in, 415-16
Terashima Munenori (Japanese official),
459, 460-61, 468

Terre Haute, Ind., 41 n
Terry, Alfred H. (U.S. Army), 194n
Tesson, A. E. (of St Louis County),
258

Tew, Charles C. (C.S. Army), I5n
Texas: politics in, 89, 89n-91 n; Indians
in, 17011, 439-40, 491-92; U.S. Army
in, 294n, 880, 845, 889, 465; Ku Klux
Klan in, 885-36; blacks in, .857-88;
congressman from, 855; sugar produced
in, 375; revenue officers, 433; mentioned, 12Sn, S97
Thayer, John M . (U.S. Senator), 864
Thayer, M. Russell (USMA visitor), 313
Thiers, Louis Adolphe (French president), 6071, 250n, 413
Thomas, Alfred D. (of Delavan, Wis.),
402

Thomas, Calvin W. (postmaster), 899
Thomas, Eleazur (peace commissioner)1
196n, 20011, 201 n, 202n, 206n

Thomas, Evan (U.S. Army), 19971
Thomas, George H. (U.S. Anny), 178,
207 n, 210, 324

Thomas, Lorenzo (U.S. Army), 156n
Thomasson, William P. (of Lexington,
Ky.), 8271
Thompson, Ambrose W. (of New York
City), 27811

Index
Thompson, George A. (U.S. consul),
881-82

Thomson. J, Edgar (Pennsylvania Railroad), 448-49
Thomson, John H. (of New Bedford,
Mass.), 816
Thorn, Herman (U.S. Army), 826
Thornton, Edward (British minister),
1871, 14n, 208n) sos

Thornton, Virginia (Treasury Dept.
clerk), 414
Thorp, Morgan (of Great Valley, N.Y;),
875-76

Thurman, Allen G. (U.S. Senator), 1 J7n
Thurston, Robert H. (Vienna commissioner), 128n-29-n, 18611Tibbits, John A. (Union Pacific Railroad), 866
Tiffany, Otis H. (Methodist minister), 59
and n, 60n, 224, 226n, 298
Tiffin, Ohio, 458, 482
Tilley, James M. (detective): letter to,
Sept. 6, 1878, 450
Tillman, James D. (of Fayetteville,
Tenn.), 818
Tillman, Lewis (of Tenn.), 818
Tillman, Samuel E. (professor), S 18
Tobacco, 57n, 250n, 4071 455
Todd, John W. (U.S. Army), 848-49
Toledo, Ohio, 22571, 226n, 281, 288
Tomlin, Mary (journalist), I85n
Tomlinson, Reuben (of Charleston, S.C.),
496

Tompkins, Rachel (aunt of USG), 819
Toomer, Louis B. (of Savannah), 248n
Topeka, Kan., so+, 806
Toronto, Canada, 861
Torrey, John (botanist), 828
Totten, Edward H. (U.S. Army), 148n
Townsend, Edward D. (U.S. Army): administers army, 4n, 6n, 47n, 49n, 194n,
259n, 8.J2, 489,441, <1,68; during Modoc
uprising, !97n, 200n, 202n; mentioned,
809

Tracy, Benjamin F. (U.S. District Attorney), 818
Trask, Jabez N. (Indian agent), 241 n44n

Treaty of Washington, JS and n, 80n,
168n, 21671, 246n, 276n
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Trenton, NJ., 166
Trescot, William H. (ofS.C.), 108n
Trimble, J. E. (of Farmerville, La.), 4n
Trimble, John (of Nashville), 820, 478
Trinidad, 498
Tr'inidad de Cuba, 874
Tripp, Augustus (arsonist), 447-48
Triune, Tenn., 466
Trowbridge, Rowland E. (of Birmingham, Mich.), S69
Troy, N.Y., \.78, 884
True, James M. (U.S. consul), 491
Trumbull, Lyman (U.S. Senator), 8ln
Tschetter, Loren:i (Mennonite leader),
191n-92n

Tucker, Riley W. (postmaster), 494
Tule Lake, Calif., 196n, 199n
Tule River Reservation, Calif., 810, 811
Tullock, Thomas L. (collector of Internal Revenue), 99n, 483
Tully, Mary F. (of Adelphi, Iowa), 426
Tupelo, Miss., 494
Tupper, Ellen S. (of Iowa), 1S5n-86n
Turkey, 180n, 466, 489-90
Turks island, 419
Turner, Charles A., 899
Turner, Henry M. (of Savannah), 248n
Turner, Joanna W. (of Portage, Wis.),
SSO-Sl

-

Turner, William D. till. Vols.), SSO
Turney, Nelson J. (Indian commissioner),
21-ln

Tutt, Thomas E. (of Montana Territory),
868

Tweed, William M. (of New York City),
186n

Twichell, Ginery (of Boston), 861-62
Twitt, Edmund, 84n
Tyler, Augustus C. (U.S. Army), 426
Tyler, Daniel {Conn. Vols.), 426
Tyler, John (U.S. President), 17811
Tyler, John, Jr. (a.ssessor), 811
Tyler, John L. (of Fort Wayne, Ind.), S9S
Tyler, Tex., 886

U matlllas, 418
Underhill, Elias H . (of New York City),
205n

Underhill, Sarah W. (of New York City),
205n
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Underwood, John C. (U.S. Oistritt
Judge), 282n, 288, 290n
Union League, S7 l
Union League Club (New York City),
156n

Union League Club (Philadelphia), IS5n
Union Pacific Railroad, 69n, 75n, I tsn,
14771, 562-66
Union Parish, La., 4n
Union Ridge, Washington Territory,
411'

Unitarians, 24Sn
United States Army: upholds Reconstruction, S, Sn-6n, 5l-5S, 5Sn-55n,
128n-24n, S88; during Civil War, 14,
.29-31, 3ln-32n, 221,225, 280n, 29111.,
Sl9, 320, SS0-Sl, SS4-S5, S42, S81,
382, sss, 387, 4SI,, 448; veterans, 2Sn,
226n, 468; before the Civil War, 32,
826- 27, 469, 489; appointments in,
ssn, 76n, 77n, 91n, 280n- 81n, 303,
S08- 9, S24, SSO, SS2, SSS, S42-4S,
850-51, 387-88, 4-05-6, 410,418,425,
484-S5,448, 450,458,465,466;chaplains, 47, 47n-49n; reduced, 61, 65n;
details White House staff, 104n; protects railroads, l 1Sn-14n; paymasters,
119n, 2.8911, 442, 478, 484; arsenal,
129n; commissaries, 156n; maps, 167n;
and war correspondents, 168n, 169n;
surgeons, 18 In, 268, 29S, 29411, 821,
S51, 577, 425; travelers, 182, 182n85n; Mennonites question enlishnent,
191, 19ln-92n, 192n-95n; pursues
fugitive, 194n; suppresses Modoc uprising, 196, 196n- 206n; engineers,
227, 228n- 29n; enforces Indian policy,
241n, 284n, 439, 440, 470, 471-72,
492; dismissal from, ~4711, S49-60,
4S7, 453; during Virginius affair, 248n,
446; pay, 259, 259n-60n, 268; q. m.
dept, 27511, 594- 95; insanity in, SH!,
471; promotions, 525-26; weapons,
329-S0, 484; forts, SS8, 403; retirement, 345, S89, 464-65; misconduct
in, 848-49, 572, S96, 483-84; post
traders, S49, 437, 442; employed spy,
S56-57; furloughs, 384, S91; military
reservations, 89S; hospital stewards,
420; inspects lighthouses, 450; mentioned, 129n, 189, 245n, SI5, 416,494

Index
-2nd Art., S26
--Srd Art., 427
-4th Art., 199n, S26
-Srd Cav., 182n, SH!
- 4th Cav., 426
-5th Cav., 3241 325, SS\, 4S8
-6th Cav., S24•
-7th Cav., sss
-8th Cav., 426
-10th Cav., 437
-2nd Inf., sos
-srd Inf., 489
-4th Inf., 2S 11 S21, S26, S95
- 5th Tnf., S45
-7th Inf., 406
- 12th lnf., sos, S72
-14th Inf., sos, 809
-15th Inf., 448
- 16th l nf., 345, 483
- 17th Inf., S5n, SOB, 465
- I 9th lnf., 23711, -465
-21st Inf., 395
-Signal Service Corps, 454, 495
United States Army Military History
Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.: document in, 257
United States Bureau of Refugee,~,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, S 16,
S46

United States Colored Troops, S50, ss I,
360,S73-74, 412,448,477
United States Congress: upholds Reconstruction, 6n, 51-53, 122, 125n, 291 ,
292n, SS5--S6, 408, 479; legislation vetoed, 7, Sn, 14, 29- Sl, 8ln-S2n; approves ''salary grab," 1211, 299-n, .soon.
S04, 482; considers diplomacy with
Great Britain, JS andn, 168n, 209n; administers Indian affairs, 20-2 1, 21 n28n, 206n, 259n, 240n, 28411, 310, 8ii7,
358, 366-67, 575-76, 419, 446, 447,
449, 485-86, 491-92; adjouros,.28, 56,
57n, 75, 89; considers Utah Territory
affairs, 55-38, !l8n-42n; during Civil
War, 58n, 368; convened, 64n; counts
electoral votes, 67n-68n, 274n-75n;
investigates Credit Mobilier, 68, 681170n; and Hawaii, 71 n; secretary of U.S.
Senate, 74n, 86, 88n; members, 77n,
25Sn, S20, 824, 825, SSl, 339, 855,
S72, 379, '380, 388-89, 434, 446, 465,

Index
470, 486; considers 11ominations, 82,
85n,96n, 1 IOn, 189n; 17011, 17111, 17811,
228n-2911, 258, 25li'n, 285n, 286n-87n,
8411 878,880,881,898,402,408,409,
417, 467; and Washington Monument,
87n-88n; receives report on Samoa,
10.'ln; disparaged, 116n, 284, 452; authorizes Vienna commissioners, 127n,
128n, 12911, 18011-,8111, 184n, 185n,
186n, 16111, 152n; authorizes centennial, 149 and 11, 158-59, 16011; investigates Adam Badeau, 167n; establishes
eight-hour-dey law, 176n, .'148; administers army, J·82n, 193n, 259, 28011,
28111,826,.'l29-.'l0,.'l49,.'l72,885,894,
426; legislates expatriation rules, 188,
189; economic concerns, 2 J .'l, 22011,
222, 22.'l, 278n- 79n, .'114, .'174, 877,
403, 472, 480-81, 491; during Virginius affair, 2-4611, 24911, 25011; receives
annual message, 261-73, 274m, 27811;
regulates navy, 268, 269, 871, 405,
416; revises bankruptcy laws, 270-71 ,
281,i-8.'ln, 84.'l; adjusts claims, 271,
27Sn~7611, 815, 818, .'122, .'l.'ll, 834,
385,343,346,348, 349-50, .'156, 857,
888, 42.'l, 451; and Civil Service reform, 27.'l, .'!84, 488-89; in foreign
affairs, 276n, 324, !166, 374-75, 388,
S99, 400, 461, 479, 482, +84; frames
pension laws, 290-91, 29111; investigates pension agents, 298n, 404; establishes land grant colleges, 313; regulates mints, 828; regulates telegraph,
401; receives irrigation proposal, 466;
grants tunnel rights, 474; regulates judiciary, 484-85; mentioned, l071i 6.'l,
65n, 187, 19Jn,805,S06,307,.'lll,.'l15,
360,369
United States Court of Claims, 271, 822,
428
United States Department of Agriculture, 59n
United States Department of Justice:
upholds Reconstruction, 411-611, 5.'ln5511, S.'l5-.'l6; in Utah Territory turmoil, 85- S8, 41 n; contingent fund,
286n, 287n; appointments, 30S-6, 320,
.'lSS-39, 85S-54, 577-78, .'179- 80,
414, 43,'i-S6; circui't courts, SJ8, .'159,
360; marshals, 340- 42, 484-85; dis-
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trict courts, 347, 4.'16, 476-77; rules on
guano islands, 401; prosecutes tu offenders, 407; in Washington Territory,
414; agrees to naval prize money, 1'15;
in Fla., 417; in Indian Territory, 42325; attorneys, 429; in Dakota Territory, 451
United States Department of State: consuls, 12111 41 n, 92, 360, 37S, 409, 419,
428, 484; diplomacy with Great Britain,
.'l I 11-8211, 33n; diplomacy with Haiti,
46n-47n; appointments in, '73 and n,
74n-7511, 82n, 85, 85n-86n, 9Jn, 127,
IS9, I 40n, 179, l 80n-82n, 807-8, .'l 14,
816, ".'!19, 821-24, S25, SSO, S.'ll-.'12,
S51, 374, S80, 401-2, 43.'l-.'!4, 450,
466, 467-68, 486, 491; and Civil Service rules, 79-80, son, l 8611, 867; sends
special agent, 10 l n; plans centennial,
149n, 159, 160n; budget, 15 111; maintains files, 200n, 861; in 1873 panic,
218, 21711-18n; claims against, 271,
447; diplomatic service, 337, 48'9; mo.nltors Mexican affairs, S92; directs ministers, 460, 464; new building, 468;
mentioned, 10811, 157n, .'167, 492
United States Department of the Interior: appointments in, 811, 49, 139n,
14071, 170, 17011-7611, 405; administers
Indian policy, .20-2 1, 2111-2811, 118n,
244n, 271-72, 309- 10, .'122, 397, 41719, 427,439,449, 454-58; clerks, 112n,
414; maintains land office, 358, 39S,
40.'l, 453, 474, 498; administers pensions, 40.'l-4, 4.'12, 487,469
United States Marine Corps, 41.'l
United States Military Academy, West
Point, N.Y.: graduates, 32, 58n, 76n_.
77n, 227, 260n, 280n, .'124, 843, S48,
S88, 426; cadets, 45n, 145n, 289n,
St4-15, 869,428; USG attended, 91n,
~69; USG visits, 142, 143n; document
in, 14.'ln; WilHam W Belknap at, 199n,
201 n, 202n; applicants, 2.'16, 8 11-12.
819-20, 827, .'l.'13, 345, .'169, .'170-71 1
.'112, 886, .'189, 390,394, S98, 401,405,
4-06-8., 422-23, 426, 429- SO, 436,438,
441-42, 464-65, 466, 471., 494; board
of visitors, 8'12-1 s, S76; graduation
ceremon1es, .'150; drinking at, 412-J S;
professor, 482; hazing, 494
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United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md,: applicants, 256, 257n, 5S4,
570,576,141; USG's relatives at, 294in;
leaves ofa.bsence, 297n; graduates, 405;
professor, 406; midshipman, 407; ball,
409; mentioned, 508
United States Navy: reduced, 61, 65n; in
Hawaii, 70n; records of, 99n; jnterested
in Samoa, 10 In, 102 n; chaplain, 18 l n;
in 1875 panic, 215, 218n, 490; resignations from, !M5n; _in Virginius affair,
24-'7n, 248n, 25011; could explore Arnazor1 River, 267; annual report, 268-69;
in Santo Domingo's waters, 276n; during Civil War, 291 n, 4 I 5; promotes interoceanic canal, .'J25; personnel, 559,
587, 4-04-5, 466,467; promotions, 587;
observatory, 406, 475; investigates Polaris expedition, 421-22; fire in dept.,
454; pay, 458, 1'87; inspects lighthouses,
450; in Japan, 465,464; new dept. building, 468; mentioned, 189,494
United States Post Office Department:
postmasters, 77n, 79n., 8'11 and 11, 85n,
100n, 516, 527, 544', 576,,478, 481, 488,
494; new building in New Yor~ City,
105; in Mo., 11871; mentioned, 27471
United States Supreme Court: decisions,
22n, 270; considers Utah Territory affairs, 56, 5871; -chief justice vacancy,
115, 116n, 255, 255n-56n, 285, 285n87n; appeal to, 415, 416; mentioned,
28971
United States Treasury Department:
taxes liquor, 7, 871-9n, 4-65; collects Internal Revenue, 911-l0n, 29 and 11, S49,
407, 487-88; pays claims, 14, 271; appointments in, 74n, 77n, 78n, 7971, 86n,
I 18n, 148n, 252n, 527, 554, 582, 58485, 598-99, 474-751488, 495; change
in secretary, 82-85, 85n; oversees diplomatic expenses, 92; and Civil Service
reform, 95n-99n, 488-89; unexpended
budgets, 174n; personnel, 18Sn, 186n,
259 and n, S09, 516, 517-18, 55 I, 54545, S55, 4 I 4, 479; operates revenue cutters, 191n, 195-96; holds Alabama indemnity payment, 209n; administered,
.214n-15n, 567, 570, 371, 410, 4JS14, 415, 419-20, 486, 490, 491; in
1875 panic, 217n, 219 and n, 220n,

index
222; annual message assesses, 261-66,
267; collects customs, 559, 385-86,
455, 494; records, 561, 420; in Tex..
455; maintains lighthouses, 450; mentioned, 51
United States WarUepartment: receives
claims, 5 In, 271, 815, S18; investigates
labor grievance, t 76, J7671-7711; personnel, 216n-1771i 259, 25911-6011, ,n8;
administers Indian policy, 241 n; annual
report, 267-68; maintains records,
299,S09,828,860,420,485;ordnance
dept., S2 I; monitors funds, S4'8; secret
service, 556-57; act. secretary of war,
885; investigates imposters, 596; judge
advocate gen,, 441; new building for,
468; mentioned, 47n
Universal Peace Union, Philadelprua,
Pa., 20211-871i 24671, 278n
Unruh, Tobias {Mennonite), 191n-92n
Upper Sandusl<y. Ohio, 857
Upson, Eddie H. C. (USMA applicant),
889
Utah Territory: conflict in, 55-88, 58n42n, 270, 274n; women's suffrage in,
66n; patronage in, 69n, 841; U.S. Army
in1 294n, 545;judges in, 579, 402
Utes, 259, 259n-44n, 470
Utica, N,Y,, 148n, 25871
Utley, William L. (daimant}, S4S
Valencia, J. E. (of New York City), 6411
Valparaiso, Ind., 115, 426
Van Aernam, Henry (Commissioner of
Pensions), 404
Van Buren, Thomas B. (Vienna commissioner): heads exposition oommis~
sion, 127n-28n, 128n-29n, l85n, 154n,
155n, 156n, 151n; undated endorsement to, 1S0n; investigated, I49n-50n;
accused of corruption, 150-51, 152n57n; letter to,April 14, 1875, 185n
Vance, Burton (USMA applicant), SIS
Vance, Morgan (U.S.commissioner),515
Vance, Susan P. (of New Albany, Ind.),
Sl5

Vance, William G. (collector), 96n, 9711
Vanceburg, Ky., IS2n
Van Cleef, W G. (of Seneca Falls, N.Y.),
518
Vanderbilt, Cornelius (financier), 415

Inde.x
Vanderbilt, H enry S. (U.S. T reasury
Dept.), 43S
Vanderbilt (U.S. Navy), 352, 386
Vann, Clement N. (Cherokee), +47
Vann, Thomas (Cherokee), Un-22n,
!Mm, 2611, 2711, 28n
Van Vliet, Frederick (U.S. Anny), .l82n
Van Vliet, Stewart (U.S. Army), l 82n
Van Vorhies, Mrs. 0 . F., 467
Van Wert, Ohio, I99n
Vega, Placido (Gov. ofSinaloa, Mexico),
337
Vera Cruz, Mexico, 326, 489
Vermillion, Dakota Territory, 379
Vermilye, W R. (of Englewood, NJ.),
155n

Vermont, 156n, 196n, 358-60
Vernay, James D . (U.S. Army), 437
Vernon, John M. (claimant), I3n-I4n
Vernon, La., 407
Vernon Parish, La., 53n
Veterans: ofC.S. Army, 77n, 79n; cemeteries, 78n; disabled, 85n, 290- 91,
291n, 359-60, 468; reunions, l07 and
n, 108n, 109n, 1 10,207, 207n-8n, 210,
.2 11, 225 and n, 266n, 409, 411; G rand
Army of the Republic, 178; during Jlirginius affair, 246n, 24711, 248n, 2•i9n;
homesteads for, 335; pensioned, 403-4
Vicksburg, Miss., 146n, 29811, 339, 377,
390, 442, 478
Victoria, Queen, IS, 14n, S5 I , 444
Vienna, Austria: exposition at, 8 1n., 92n,
127, 127n-S6n, 150-5 1, 15In-57n,
182, 18Sn, 248n, 274n, soon, 372; consul-general at, 91n
Villegas, J. G. D. (Cuban patriot), 393
Vincent, Thomas M. (U.S. Army), 149n
Virginia: legislature, 75n; bankruptcy in,
28 Jn-82n, 28Sn; patronage involving,
288, 288n-90n, $67, 371, S75, S82,
390-91, 433, 445-46, 467-68; blacks
in, 292n; Republicans in, 3 17; Indians
in, 328; Ku Klux Klan in, 335; politics
in, 376, 470, 478-79; Agricultural and
Mechanical College, 478; mentioned,
88n, 117, 442
Virginia, University of, Charlottesville,
Va.: documents in, 16- 18, 4•41, 4•45;
professor, 128n
Virginius (privateer), 2441 244n-5111,
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252n-5Sn, 269, 274n, 279n., 446, 460,
462,489
Vogel, John C. (of Mo.), JS l n-32n
Von Schrader, Frederick (U.S. Army),

sos
Voorhees, Daniel W. (U.S. Representative), S8n, 40n
W aco, Tex., 336
Waddell, Alfred M . (U.S. Representative), 15 and n
Wade, Benjamit1 F. (of Ohio), 365
Wadesboro, N.C., 389
Wadsworth, William 11. (U.S. commissioner), 399, 408
Wagoner, Henry 0. (of D enver), 1 l 1 nl 2n

Wait, Lucien A. (U.S. consul), 466
Wake County, N.C., 402
Waldstein, H. (of New York City), 448
Wales, T. E. (of Burlington, Vt.), 35859

Walker, Alexander (La. attorney), 54n
Walker, Francis A. (Commissioner oflndian Affairs), 240n, 328
Walker, John P. (U.S.Army),312
Walking Elk {Sioux), 457-58
Wallace, David A. (Monmouth College),
31S

Wallace, L ewis (of Crawfordsville, Ind.),
441
Wallach, Richard (ofWashington, D .C.),
127 and n
Wallen, Henry D. (U.S. Army), 349
Walls, Josiah T. (U.S. Representative),
96n, 97n-9811, 381, 409
Waluut H'Ill, Ill,, 45S
Walton, H. M. (of New York City), 220n
Ward, Samuel G. (Viennaoommissioner ),
15Sn
Ward, William T. (U.S. Army), 383
Warden, Robert B. (biographer), U6nl 7n
Warder, John A. (Vienna commissioner),
129n
Ware, Eldridge L. (of Key West. Fla.),
96n
Warmoth, Henry C. (Gov. of La.), 3 and
n, 4n-5n, 6n, 53n, 228n, 229n, 388
Warm Springs (Indians), 4 18
Warner, Willard (of Ala.), 74n
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Warner, Yardley, 1'16-17
War of 1812, S86
Warren, Francis E. (of Wyoming Territory), 147n
Warren, Joseph M. (of Troy, N.Y.), S84
Warren, William (of Chicago), t 8S11
Warren, Pa,. 379
Warrenton, Va., 445
Washburn, Cadwallader C. (Gov. of
Wis.), 495
Washburn, Israel, Jr. (collector), 488
Washburn, William B. (Gov. of Mass.),
l42n

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan., 138n
Washburne, Adele G. (wife of Elihu B.
Washburne), 60n, 168n, 16911, 438
Washburne, Elihu B. (minister to
France): letter of introduction to, 60-n;
recommends appointments, 112n, 127n,
lSln, 372; USG praises, 16211; reviews
Badeau biography, l68n-69n; presents
expatriation question, 189n; denigrates
consu~ 209n; hosts Joseph Medill,
25 l n; learns about chief justice nomination, 286n; in Congress, 339; sends
news to USG, 458; assists with pension, 469; applauds financial policy,
49 I; mentioned, 41 7, 434
Washington, Caroline (of Frankfort,
Ky.), 360
Washington, George (U.S. Colored
Troops), 360
Washington, George (U.S. President),
86,87n-88n,250n,586,425,444

Washington, D.C.: newspapers, 3, 155n,
289n, 445, 462; National Metropolitan
Bank, 12n; Metropolitan Methodist
Episcopal Church, 59n, 179; Washington Monument, 86, 87n-88n; politics
in, 8811, 417; National Deaf-Mute College, lS2n; Rawlins house in, 146n,
147n; Willards Hotel, J52n, J5Sn; correspondent in, 195n; territorial government, 212, 21211-lSn, 216, 216n1711, 272-73; Indians visit, 239 and 11,
470; government buildings in, 26i;
black convention in, ~91 n-92n; lectures
in, SOS, 473; National Law University,
306, 307; USMA applicants from, S-45;
mental hospital in, 370; murder an, 884;
U.S. Na:val Observatory, 406; execution
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in, 411; Freedmen's Hospital, 479-80;
mentioned passim
Washington, Pa., 181n, 362
Washington County, Maine, 4.58
Washington County Historical Society,
Washington, Pa., document in, 206-7
Washington Territory, Sn, !On, 170n,
571,417,418,432, 4.7 1

Washoe Valley (Nev.), 474
Wasson, James R. (professor), 468
Watervliet Arsenal. N. Y., S48
Watts, Frederick (Commissioner of
Agriculture), 274n, 495
Watts, John S. (of New Mexico Terri•
tory), 120n
Watts and Troy (Montgomery attor•
neys), 99n
Wauk (Arapaho), 470
Waveland, Kan., sos
Wayne, Mich., 486
Webster, Joseph (Indian agent), 114n
Webster, Joseph D. (assessor), 911, 368 ,
384-85

Webster, Sidney, 46n
Webster Groves, Mo., 285
Wedgewood, William B. (professor),
306,807

Weed, Thurlow (ofN.Y.), 554
Weir, Robert (USMA professor), 482
Weis, Jacob (of Pa,), 349
Welker, Martin (U.S. District Judge),
482

Wellfleet, Mass., 474
Wells, Erastus (U.S. Representative),
1Sln-S2n

Wells, Henry H, (U.S. District Attorney).
290n

Wells, Hezekiah G, (Alabama claims
commission), 276n
Welsh, John (Centennial treasurer), 149,
150111 158, 160n

Welsh, William (lndian commissioner),
114n, 201n-211

Wentworth, George E. (Fla. senator),
99n

Wentworth, John P. H. (of Sim Francisco), S I 0-11
Wentzville, Mo., 15Sn
Wessel, Augustus (of Cincinnati), ISS,i
West, J. Rodman (U.S. Senator), 22811,
2921!, 888
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Western North Carolina Railroad, /M,8
Western Union Telegraph Co., 369
West Indies, 467
West Point, N.Y. See United States Military Academy
West Troy, N.Y., 348
West Virginia, 179, S l 8-19, 330, 33435, 478

Wetmore., Mrs. S. T. B. (of New York
City), 391
Wharton, Joseph (of Philadelphia), 13 In
Wheat, Edward S. (U.S. marshal), 342
Wheeler, William A. (U.S. Representative), 38n_, 13111
Whetstone Agency, Dakota Territory,
'113 11, 11411

Whipple, Henry 8. (Episcopal bishop),
427-28

Whipple, WUliam D. (U.S. Army), 6n
Whipple, Zerah C. (of Mystic, Conn.),
20511

Whiskey Ring, 23211-33Jt
White, Albert S. (U.S. Representative),
339

White, Alexander (Utah Territory Supreme Court), 341
White, Andrew D. (Cornell University),
466

White, Barclay ( Indian s uperintendent),
114n1 358,4S2

White, Harry (of Indiana, Pa.), 11711,
SH
White, John (of Williamsport, Pa.), 247n
White, John D. (tJ.S. Representative),
480

White, Julius (ministcir to Argentina),
467

Whiteley, Richard H. (U.S. Representative), 314
White Mountains, 185, 190, 196, 206
White Pine County, Nev., 397
White R}ver (Colorado Territory), 24111
Whiteside, Samuel (Ill. Vols.), 386
Whitesides, M r. (USMA applicant), 422
White Sulphur Springs, West Va., 288n
Whiting, Billington C. (Indian superintendent), 357
Whitney, Oscar (secretary, Dakota Territory), 45 I
Wichjta, Kan., 2211
Wichitas, 27n

Wicker, Frank N. (collector), 9671,, 97n
Wilder, Isaac (sheriff): letter to, Oct. 2 ,
1873,468

Wilderness (Va, ), battle of the, 167n,
J68n, 169n

Wiley, James S. (of Caldwell, Ohio),
452-53

Wilkinson, Morton S. (of Minn.), 48 71
Wilkinson County, Miss., 3 77
Willamette Valley (Ore.), /!85
Willcox, Elon F. (U.S. Army), 369
Willcox, J. K. H. (Universal Peace
Uoion), 278n
WiUcox, North (USMA applicant), 569
Willcox, Orlando B. (U.S. Anny), 369
William, T. C. (ofR1chmond), 283n
William and Mary, College of, Williamsburg, Va., 288n
Williams, Abraham L., S05
Williams, Archibald (U.S. Dist rict
Judge), 305
Williams, Charles G. (U.S. Representative), 461
Williams, George H. (U.S. Attorney
General ): maintains Reconstruction, s,
411, 5n, 6n, 66n, 336; consulted on panic,
11 n; involved in Indian land dispute,
24n; prepares veto message, 3211; administers dept., 41n, 25511, 3 11, 3 16,
343,546,S47,S57,860,377,386,389,
4 16, 428, 46 9; endorsement to, March
12, 1873, 76; involved in appointments,
76, 9011, l4l and n, 142n, 288 and 11,
:138, 34(), 378, 408-9, 4 17, 41 8, 429,
435-36; renominated, 82; endorsement
to, J une 9, 1873, 141; letter to, Aug. 6,
1873, 188-89; evaluates expat riation
rules, 188-89; during Modoc uprising,
196n, 200n- 20111, 2Mn; undated endorsement to, 20411; in Virgi11i11s affair,
249n, 252n-5Sn; undated endorsement

to, 255n; undated endorsement to,
considers bankruptcy law, 28211;
nominated as chief justice, 285, 28.5118711, 29411; note to, Dec. 8, 1873, 288;
investigates fraud, 359; letter to, March
24, 1873, 385; and Memorial Day, 409;
mentio ned, 45n, 123n
Williams, James (murderer), 450
Williams, Jesse L. (Union Pacific Railroad), 364
282n;
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Williams, John (of Springfield, Ill.), 565
Williams, John E. (banker): letter to,
Oct. 19, 1875, 229- 50; identified, 2S0n
Williams, Kate (wife of George H. Williams), 28511, 286n
Williams, Samuel W. (secretary of legation), 46.'l, 464
Williams, Thomas G., S92-9S
Williams, William W. (Presbyterian
minister), 20Sn
Williams & Haven (of New London,

Conn.), ll75n
Williamson, George W. (minister to
Central American States), S80
Williamson, John P. (Presbyterian minister), 455
Williamson County, Tenn., 466
Williamsport, Pa., 24711
Willing, George M. (of St. Louis),
420-21

Willmann, Andreas (collector of internal Revenue), 86n
Wilmington, Del., 34n, JS511, S.'!5
Wilmington, N.C., liin, 488
Wilson, Alexander N. (appraiser), 77n
Wilson, Henry (U.S. Vice President):
recomme.nds appointments, 12n, 27611;
resigns Senate seat, 85n; involved in
patronage, 15211, l.'l5n, .'!14; letter to,
Aug. 6, 187S, 187; ill, 187 and n; mentioned, 88n, 24511, 4.'l.'l
Wilson, James F. (Union Pacific Railroad), .'!62, .'!66
Wilson, James H., l.'l.'ln, 169n, 4.'!8, 478,
4,80

Wilson, John M. (U.S. consul), .'!99
Wilson, Joseph M. (Agriculture Dept.
clerk), 5911-6011
Wilson, Robert (post trader), .H9
Wilson, Silas (Gov. of Mo.), 305
Wilson County, Kan., 2311
Wilson County, Tenn., 374, 477
Wimberly, Jesse (of Ga.), 77n
Windom, William (U.S. Senator), 4811,
414

Windsor, Ontario, 486
Wing, E. Rumsey (minister to Ecuador),
1i4n

Winnebagos, 20011
Winnipeg, Canada, 19411, 27911

Winnsboro, La., 124n
Winsor, Samuel H. (land office register),
174n

Wintermute, Peter P. (assassin), 1-6 I, 452
Wintersmith, James G. (of Louisville),
450

Winthrop, Robert C. (of Boston), i54n.
404

Wirt, William W., 458
Wisconsin, 8n, 281 n, .'l IS, ss 1, 3.'!4, 402,
414,426-27,454,476-77,489

Wise, Henry A. (of Va.), 28911-90n
Wisener, William H., Sr. (of Bedford,
Tenn.), S41
Withers, Robert E. (Lt. Gov. of Va.), 445
Wolf, Jacob (of La.), 125n
Wolf, Simon (recorder), 8611, 127n-28n
Wolff, S. N. (of Cassel, Germany), 49.'l94'

Wolfley (U.S. deputy marshal), 12511
Women: polygamy, 57, 5911-4011, 4111,
42n; rights advocated, 65n-66n; as
postmasters, 81- and n, 85n, S65, S76,
48 I; during Civil War, JO0n, .'l I 8, .'!34,
$5.'l, .'!90, 406; widows, 124n, 333-34;
apply for appointments, 135n-.'l6n.
.521-22, S72, .'!94-96, 414; active in
politics, l.'l8 n, S6S-54; as overseas investigators, 18311-84n; during Modoc
uprising, 198n, 200n, 20in, 202n-311,
205n-6n; as objects of lust, 231 and
n, .'!84; Indian, 258n, 327-28; during
Virginius affair, 246n-46n; educated,
26 I n-52n, 306-7; appeal for sons,
260n, .'!14-15, SJ9-,20, 587-88, 465;

suffer from bankruptcy law, 28111-8211,
2 SSn; as prostitutes, 284n; as objects of
political attack, 285n, 286n, 287n; receive patronage favors, 295, 29511-9811;
receive pensions, 330-Sl, 370, 469; Ku
Klux Klan intimidate, 3.'!6, S.'!8; seek
aid for husbands, S59, 467; seek financial assistance, .'!8.'l-84; require medical treatment, 389; seek legal help, 400;
as writers, 45S; defend husbands, 47 1;
divorced, 482
Wood, Arthur B. (U.S. State Dept.), 18611
Wood, Benjamin (of New York City),
169n

Wood, Palmer (U.S. Army), S72
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Wood, Robert C., Jr. (of La.), 229n
Wood, Robert H. (postmaster), .'127
Woodbridge, George, s Is
Woodford, Stewart L. (U.S. Representative), 432
Woodruff County, Ark., 390
Woods, George L. (Gov. of Utah Territory), S8n-S9n, 40n, 69n
Woodstock, Vt., 359
WoodviJle, Miss,, 377
Woodward, Joseph J. (U.S. Army), 484
Wooster, Ohio, 482
Worcester, Mass., 372
Worcester(U.S. Navy), 24711
Worden, John L. ( U.S. Navy), SS4
Wormley, James (hotel keeper), 68n
Worth, William J. (U.S. Army), .'126
Wreford, Samuel P. (deputy collector),
95n, 91n-99n

Wrigbt, David M. (murderer), 200
Wright, George G. (U.S. Senator), 276n
Wright, Henry C. (of St. Louis}, 11 7,
117n-18n, ll9
Wright, J. W. (of Ind.), 152n
Wright, James B. (lndian agent), 2.'1811
Wright, Thomas D. (prisoner), 411
Wullweber, Christian (minister to Ecuador), 324
Wyoming Territory, 66n, l l.'111, 146n,
l47n, 170, .l70n-76n, S49, 378
Y akimas, 1•18
Yale University, New Haven, Conn.: doc-

uments in, 172n (2), 17.'ln, 17Sn-7,1,11,
401; professor, SIS; graduate, ss I; student, 464
Yankton, Dakota Territory, .'177, .'178,
379,452
Yarnall, John H. (midshipman), -406-7
Yarnall, Mordecai (professor), 406
Yates, Henry (son of Richard Yates), 7S,
7Sn-74n
Yates, Richard (of Jacksonville, Ill.), 7S,
7Sn-75n, .'!70, 4.'12
Yates County, N. Y., 412
Yeddo, Japan,443,461,462
Yell County, Ark., S52
Yellowstone River, S4n, l l Sn, 126 and "•
l.'17, 4S7
Yokohama, Japan, 458, 464
Yorktown, Va., 309
Young, Ann Eliza (wife of Brigham
Young), 42n
Young, Brigham (Mormon president),
39n, 4011, 42n
Young, Casey (of Memphis), 344
Young, Daniel J. (U.S. Army), 406-6
Young, George S. (U.S. Army), 405-6
Young, Isaac J. (collector of Intental
Revenue), S82
Young, John Russell (New York Herald),
13271

Z anesville, Ohio, 129n
z~ nzibar, 468
Zurich, Switzerland, 8 011

